

  

    

      

    

  




  Preface




  





  Whatever things were written aforetime in the sacred volume were written for our instruction and admonition. 




  The precepts it inculcates, and the diversified incidents it records were evidently intended for our learning on the one hand, and for our warning on the other. In the biographies of Scripture this particularly appears. When the things which are pure, and lovely, and of good report are exemplified in the character of an individual, the practical application is, "Go and do likewise." While in reference to those of an opposite nature, such as the daring stubbornness of Pharaoh, the ostentatious zeal of Jehu, the worldly-mindedness of Demas, and many others, the exhortation is, "Go and do otherwise." Almost in every page, both of the Old Testament and the New, are we reminded of what we are to seek and of what we are to shun; of what we are to flee from and what we are to follow after.




  We have a perfect exhibition of the various graces after which we should aspire, in "the man Christ Jesus," who has left us an example that we should follow His steps. In thinking as He thought, feeling as He felt, and walking as He walked the whole of experimental and practical religion is embodied. But as the spirit which was in Him was largely transfused into, and reflected by, many of His faithful servants it follows that while we are treading in their footsteps that we are at the same time treading in His.




  It is lamentable to think that of the many who bear the name of Christ that there are so few who can truly say, "But we have the mind of Christ." The name of Christ, however, will be of no avail without the mind of Christ. And while a mere nominal profession is worthless to the individual himself its effects cannot fail to be injurious upon others. Let the reader, then, allow the word of exhortation. To quote from a work recently published, "We beseech you to cultivate the temper that was in Jesus Christ. Is he like a follower of the Lamb who is raging like a roaring lion?




  Is he like a pardoned criminal who sits moping with a cloud upon his brow? Is he like an heir of heaven who is vexed and fretted with some petty loss? Is he like one in whose bosom the Dove of heaven is nestling who is full of all manner of malice and bitterness? A kind, compassionate, gentle, loving temper presents one of the most winning features of true religion; and by its silent and softening influence you will do more real service to Christianity, than by the loudest professions, or by the exhibition of a cold and heartless orthodoxy." "Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of malicious behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you." Ephesians 4:31-32.




  May the perusal of the following earnest pages be blessed for the promotion of such a temper! May He, to whom the Spirit was not given by measure, impart to the reader out of His inexhaustible fullness, abounding grace; and thus cause him to abound more and more in all those fruits of righteousness, which are for his own personal well being for the honor of the Christian cause and the praise and glory of God!




  Summary




  

    


  




  

    





    Summary





    Preface





    Contentment - Covetousness





    Steadfastness - Instability





    Humility - Pride





    

      Companionship of the Godly - Counsel of the Ungodly




      

        

          Selfishness - Unselfish Love




          

            Pleasing Men - Pleasing God





            Unity - Divisions





            Things of Earth - Things of Heaven





            Timidity - Courage





            Fruits of the Spirit - Works of the Flesh





            

              Murmuring - Submission




              

                

                  Lukewarmness - Zeal




                  Purity of Heart - Nominal Profession





                  

                    Life Everlasting - The Second Death


                  


                


              




              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  Contentment - Covetousness




  




  

    "Good when He gives, supremely good, 

  




  

    Nor less when He denies; 

  




  

    Even crosses from His sovereign hand 

  




  

    Are blessings in disguise!"

  




  "A man's life does not consist in the abundance of the things which he possesses." Luke 12:15.




  "Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." Hebrews 13:5.




  "I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in need." Philippians 4:11-13




  





  The apostle Paul exhorts us to be followers of Him; even as he also was of Christ. In the character of that distinguished saint, there is much that deserves our imitation; and among other particulars, the feelings he cherished in reference to his outward circumstances are especially worthy of our consideration. His temporal condition was, in general, anything but desirable; and yet he was far from being dissatisfied with it. In him, contentment had its perfect work, so that he was, in this respect, perfect and entire, lacking nothing.




  Covetousness and contentment are diametrically opposed to each other; and where the one is the other cannot be. Let me then take heed, and beware of the former and earnestly aspire after the latter. "He who loves silver, shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he who loves abundance, with increase." The worldling never says, "It is enough." Like the daughters of the horse-leach, his constant cry is, "Give, give!" To the question, What is enough? The reply was once given, "It is a little more than a man has." Alas! this "little more," what weary days and anxious nights has it occasioned!




  It is from the state of our minds that contentment arises, and not from the amount of our possessions. If we are not content with those things which we have  we are not likely to be content, if we succeeded in attaining all that we desire. The desires of the soul are unbounded. Expectations of greater happiness are constantly entertained; but how seldom are they realized! The possession of all the good we may think it desirable or even possible to attain, would still leave an aching void there would still be "a cruel something" unpossessed. But when the mind and the present condition are brought to meet then, and then only, will true contentment be found. If our heart is brought to our condition then our condition will then be according to our heart.




  The consideration that our earthly lot is appointed by God that it is He who fixes the bounds of our habitation is eminently calculated to promote the spirit of which we are speaking. We are to remember that He is not merely the Creator  but the Governor of the world; and that every circumstance which transpires, is under His superintendence and control. And hence we find the people of God, in every age, passing by merely second causes, until they came to the First Great Cause of all. They heard His voice, and saw His hand  in whatever befell them.




  There are some who think that it is beneath the notice of God to regard such trivial events as those which make up our common everyday history. They would allow Him to interfere in the affairs of mighty empires; but for Him to regard insignificant individuals, and all the little circumstances of which their days are composed, does not comport, they suppose, with His greatness and majesty. But such people should be reminded that in the Divine estimation, the distinctions of great and small, of vast and minute, are altogether unknown. It is not a greater act of condescension in God to number the hairs of our head, than it is for Him to number the stars of heaven; the one being as near to His immensity as the other. Such is His infinite greatness, that in comparison with it the mightiest world is on a level with the smallest atom.




  This doctrine is clearly taught in the volume of inspiration, and is likewise confirmed by every dictate of reason. He who rules in the armies of heaven who commissions angels and flaming seraphs that stand before His throne, saying to one, "Come!" and he comes, and to another, "Go!" and he goes who wheels in their appointed courses the innumerable worlds which are scattered through the immensity of space this great, adorable, incomprehensible Being, regards with tender compassion the poor little sparrow which falls unheeded to the ground, and clothes the lowliest flower with its tints of beauty. Of His care, we are warranted in saying that nothing is too great to be above it and that nothing, on the other hand, is too minute to be beneath it!




  Were the doctrine of "chance" a doctrine of God's Word, there might then be some reason in our murmuring, and some grounds perhaps for it. But if it is He who makes poor and who makes rich who brings low and lifts up; if whatever befalls us is by His appointment or permission, whom we profess to love and honor then, surely, contentment with our lot must be a reasonable duty indeed!




  "In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing." Job 1:22. This commendation refers to the spirit with which he bore the unparalleled trials which befell him when he was hurled down, in a single day, from the highest summit of prosperity to the lowest depths of adversity! He saw the hand of God in all that took place. It was not to the invasion of the Sabeans and Chaldeans that he traced the loss of his property. It was not to the fury of "mother nature" that he traced the death of his children. No! He looked farther and higher! Prostrate in adoration at the Divine footstool, he exclaimed, "I came naked from my mother's womb, and I will be stripped of everything when I die. The Lord gave me everything I had and the Lord has taken it away. Praise the name of the Lord!" And then it is added, "In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing."




  Now, how important it is, that the same mind which was in him should be in us also. To murmur under the Divine dispensations to be dissatisfied with the lot which has been appointed to us to be always complaining of one circumstance or another what is this, in effect but to charge God with wrongdoing? It is practically to attribute folly to Him who is the only wise God, and whose knowledge and understanding are infinite! O let us beware then of a discontented spirit, remembering that God orders all our affairs! Whatever He gives us let us thankfully receive it. Whatever He denies us let us be satisfied without it. Whatever He takes from us let us uncomplainingly part with it. Whatever trial He lays on us let us endeavor patiently to bear it. We shall thus be still, and know that He is God; and we shall honor and magnify His blessed name.
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