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Fatima loved Sunday afternoons. After a lunch of beans and kofta, Maa would read the
newspaper on her favourite chair and Baba would sneak away to take a nap.
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Fatima could patter away with her book into the lively green forest near her house. The forest
creatures would be sleeping, so it would be just her, curled up in the quiet hug of the forest
trees.
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Fatima would sit down in
the shade of the Arjuna tree
and gaze into the leafy Up
World. Maa had warned her
not to climb the tree’s
branches. It was safe down
below. Fatima didn’t know
what was in the scary Up
World.


But that day, Fatima was in
for a surprise. As she turned
a page, Fatima felt a dull
THUMP! on her head.
 

“Ouch!” she yelled, rubbing
her sore head. It was a tiny
book, barely the size of a
pea.
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Fatima looked up and saw a
furry animal trying to hide
behind a bough of leaves.
 

“Hello! Is this book yours?”
she asked, peering into the
Up World. But she got no
answer.
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