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    Between the blank promise of an imagined southern continent and the precise, ice-laden tracks of two small ships, James Cook’s A Voyage Towards the South Pole and Round the World records a disciplined struggle in which observation confronts speculation, human endurance meets polar weather, and the Enlightenment’s appetite for knowledge tests the capacity of ocean, instrument, and nerve, as a commander charged to verify what maps only hint at steers repeatedly toward the edge of the known world, adjusts course by measured evidence rather than rumor, and transforms the uncertainty of myths into the hard contours of routes, latitudes, and lived experience.

A Voyage Towards the South Pole and Round the World (Volumes 1 and 2) is an eighteenth-century exploration narrative by Captain James Cook, published in 1777, that recounts his second circumnavigation, undertaken in 1772–1775 under the direction of the British Admiralty. Sailing in company with HMS Resolution and HMS Adventure, the expedition ranged from the stormy Southern Ocean to the islands and coasts of the Pacific, returning by way of the Atlantic. As an official account in two volumes, it blends journal entries, navigational data, and descriptive passages, offering readers a carefully structured documentary record shaped by naval duty and Enlightenment inquiry.

At its outset, the expedition is charged to examine the high southern latitudes for land and to refine geographic knowledge across the Pacific, a premise that organizes the narrative into successive cruises separated by refitting and seasonal strategy. The voice is measured, authoritative, and practical, moving from headings and bearings to clear descriptions of weather, coastlines, and anchorages with the economy of a seasoned commander. Yet the prose also pauses for moments of astonishment and curiosity, especially when cataloging unfamiliar phenomena, giving the work a double register: logbook precision tempered by humane attention to people, places, and the precarious conditions of long voyaging.

One of the book’s central themes is the triumph of methodical observation over inherited theory. Cook repeatedly tests longstanding conjectures about a vast southern land by sailing deep into the cold belts, plotting routes with astronomical observations and careful reckonings, and turning conjecture into decided boundaries on the map. The result is not a sensational revelation but a disciplined narrowing of possibilities that reshapes European geographical imagination. Alongside this empirical program, the pages register the sensory realities of navigation among fog, ice, and swell, producing a material record of limits reached, hazards avoided, and the patient accumulation of reliable knowledge.

The narrative also reflects sustained encounters with communities across the Pacific and in New Zealand, where observation extends beyond coasts to languages, exchanges, material culture, and protocols of approach. Cook’s tone is often deliberately restrained, and his descriptions aim to catalog rather than dramatize, but the power dynamics of an imperial voyage remain visible in acts of naming, bartering, and ceremony. Contemporary readers will find both ethnographic curiosity and the framing assumptions of its age, making the work a document to read critically as well as appreciatively, attentive to how knowledge was gathered, translated, and organized within naval objectives and European expectations.

Leadership and logistics form another thread. Cook manages long stretches at sea through strict routine, constant maintenance, and a notable emphasis on health, recording measures to preserve diet, cleanliness, and ventilation that helped control the threat of scurvy on an unprecedented scale for such a voyage. The books’ sequences of soundings, courses, and coastal surveys reveal seamanship as a collective craft, binding officers, scientists, and crew in continuous problem-solving. In this aspect the narrative reads as a handbook of decision-making under uncertainty, where small, repeated choices about provisioning, repairs, and timing compound into safety, morale, and the possibility of further discovery.

For contemporary readers, this two-volume account matters not only as a foundation for later mapping of the high south and the Pacific, but as a study in how knowledge is built, contested, and ethically entangled. It offers a model of disciplined skepticism urgently relevant to an age of misinformation, and it records environmental observations—ice, weather patterns, seasonal limits—that resonate with present concerns about polar change. As literature, it rewards attention to cadence and detail; as history, it clarifies the links between science and empire. To read it now is to confront discovery’s costs and possibilities with sober, exacting, and enduring clarity.
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    A Voyage Towards the South Pole, and Round the World (Volumes 1 and 2) presents Captain James Cook’s official account of his second expedition, undertaken in His Majesty’s ships Resolution and Adventure between 1772 and 1775. The narrative sets out the expedition’s purpose: to examine the high southern latitudes, test prevailing notions of a great southern continent, and improve the mapping of the Pacific. Cook details the careful preparation of the vessels, the selection of instruments for precise navigation and observation, and the arrangements for health at sea. From the outset, the work announces a union of geographical inquiry, seamanship, and empirical reporting.

The early chapters follow the departure from Britain, the passage to the Cape of Good Hope, and the first plunge into the Southern Ocean. Cook records the use of new methods for determining longitude alongside established lunar observations, and he describes winds, currents, and the onset of ice. The ships probe southward to extreme latitudes, contending with fog, sleet, and vast ice fields. The prose balances measured ambition with caution, presenting judicious retreats and renewed advances as conditions dictate. These pages establish the practical rhythm of the voyage: continuous observation, careful sail management, and a systematic search pattern under shifting weather and sea.

With the seasons, the expedition alternates between high-latitude exploration and sojourns in temperate harbors, notably in New Zealand. There the crews refit, stock provisions, and make surveys, while Cook reports on coastal features and anchors of safe navigation. He notes encounters with Māori communities in a tone that combines curiosity with attention to protocol, trade, and mutual misunderstandings. Episodes of separation between Resolution and Adventure test the agreed rendezvous plans and command judgment, yet the narrative emphasizes method rather than drama. After refitting and replenishing, the ships again turn south, pressing the overarching question of what, if anything, lies beyond the ice.

The middle sections shift to the Society Islands, the Friendly Islands, and other Pacific archipelagos, where the expedition documents environments and societies with sustained detail. Cook describes exchanges of goods, ceremonies of welcome, and the sophistication of canoes and local seamanship. Observations of agriculture, settlement patterns, and material culture accompany notes on reefs, anchorages, and coastal outlines. Naturalists and artists collect and record specimens and vistas, while the navigator weighs how best to reconcile local knowledge with European charts. These chapters interleave ethnographic curiosity with hydrographic care, embedding human landscapes within the broader project of clarifying routes and reference points across the ocean.

Further west, Cook surveys the group he designates the New Hebrides and extends reconnaissance to islands not previously charted by Europeans, including New Caledonia and Norfolk Island. The account focuses on shorelines, passes, and soundings, but also on measured, sometimes tentative contact, shaped by gestures, gifts, and cautions. Descriptions of terrain, reefs, and resources are tied directly to navigational use, showing how bays, channels, and prevailing winds govern what can safely be attempted. The narrative continually compares observations against earlier reports, refining regional geography and adding reliable detail that will guide later voyagers as much as it serves the voyage’s immediate aims.

Renewed thrusts toward the pole bring the expedition into repeated contact with pack ice and drifting bergs. Cook includes remarks on temperature, water color, birds, and other signs used to judge proximity to land, while outlining sail plans designed for escape if the ice should close. The logbook rhythm remains evident: bearings, soundings, and courses are set against the constraints of weather and hull. Precision instruments and disciplined routines support the work, yet the narrative stresses prudence as much as perseverance. Here the book’s method is clearest, portraying discovery as the product of iteration—advance, assess, retreat, and record—rather than a single breakthrough.

As the long circuit continues, the ships examine high-latitude islands in the South Atlantic. Cook describes a rugged land he names South Georgia and reports a remote volcanic chain to the east now known as the South Sandwich Islands. He notes surf-battered coasts, glaciers, and teeming rookeries, recording what can be safely approached and what must be left to future inquiry. Turning northward, the expedition closes its global loop with further calls for refreshment and repair. These chapters position the southern findings within an emerging framework of the world’s oceans, weighing how newly mapped lands and seas affect the era’s geographic expectations.

The concluding parts of the two volumes broaden from day-to-day narrative to synthesis. Cook surveys shipboard regimen—cleanliness, ventilation, and diet—linking routine to the preservation of the crews’ effectiveness. He summarizes lessons about winds, currents, and seasonal windows; evaluates tools for determining position; and comments on the preparation of charts and coastal views. Ethnographic sections distill observations on exchange, authority, housing, and craft. Appendices and plates augment the text with routes, coastal profiles, and tabulated data. Throughout, the tone remains practical and exact, concerned with what future navigators can trust and where caution, further observations, or a different season will be required.

Taken together, the volumes document a circumnavigation conducted at uncommon latitudes and a sustained inquiry into the Southern Ocean’s character. Their lasting significance lies in the disciplined union of exploration and method: questions are framed, evidence accumulated under constraint, and claims bounded by the limits of observation. Cook’s narrative reshapes European understanding of the Pacific and the far south, yet leaves room for future work where ice, weather, or prudence barred the way. By coupling careful description of peoples and places with advances in navigation and health at sea, the book endures as a benchmark for empirical travel writing and maritime science.
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    James Cook’s A Voyage Towards the South Pole and Round the World (Vol. 1&2) arises from his second expedition for the British Admiralty during 1772–1775. Sailing chiefly in HMS Resolution, with HMS Adventure under Tobias Furneaux, Cook operated within institutions central to eighteenth-century science: the Admiralty, the Royal Society, and the Board of Longitude. The setting spans high southern latitudes and the Pacific, using refitted Whitby colliers adapted for endurance. The narrative derives from official journals kept under naval discipline and later prepared for print, presenting a state-sponsored enterprise to test geographic hypotheses and extend navigational, cartographic, and natural-history knowledge.

The voyage was commissioned to assess the long-debated Terra Australis Incognita, a supposed southern continent thought to balance northern landmasses. Enlightenment curiosity and imperial rivalry framed the effort, following Pacific expeditions by Bougainville, Wallis, and Carteret and Cook’s own first voyage (1768–1771). The Royal Society advocated precision observation, while the Board of Longitude supported trials of improved methods for fixing position at sea. Astronomers William Wales (Resolution) and William Bayly (Adventure) collected astronomical, magnetic, and meteorological data, integrating practical seamanship with experimental science. This mandate shapes the book’s attention to instrument use, methodical surveying, and careful reasoning about geographic claims.

Cook’s track pushed repeatedly into the high latitudes of the South Atlantic and Southern Ocean, then across the Pacific, before returning to Britain in 1775. He became the first navigator to cross the Antarctic Circle, entering ice-bound waters that constrained further penetration. The expedition also visited islands and archipelagos that provided refreshment and opportunities for observation, while HMS Adventure at times separated and operated independently. The work’s narrative follows this sequence, linking navigational decisions to weather, currents, and ice, and treating landfalls as stations for repair, resupply, and study rather than destinations for conquest, in keeping with its instructions.

The expedition tested cutting-edge navigation. On Resolution, the Larcum Kendall K1 timekeeper—a close copy of John Harrison’s H4—sailed under constant comparison with lunar-distance observations, demonstrating the chronometer’s reliability for determining longitude. William Wales installed observatories afloat and ashore, enabling precise astronomical and magnetic measurements. Cook enforced hygiene, ventilation, and varied diet, including sauerkraut and fresh produce acquired at ports, and reported no deaths from scurvy. These practices, documented in the narrative, influenced naval health policy. The ships’ log-keeping, soundings, and angle-measurements anchored charts that improved safety for later voyages across poorly known seas.

Natural history and ethnography formed a prominent strand. After Joseph Banks withdrew before departure, the naturalists Johann Reinhold Forster and Georg Forster collected plants, animals, and ethnographic observations, later publishing complementary works. Artist William Hodges produced landscapes and scenes that were engraved for the official volumes, shaping European visual understanding of the southern Pacific. Cook’s account attends to social exchanges, material culture, and navigation among Pacific peoples at places such as Tahiti, the Friendly Islands (Tonga), and Rapa Nui. The narrative situates these encounters within practical shipboard needs, emphasizing bartering, provisioning, and communication as necessary foundations for exploration.

Geographically, the voyage narrowed the possibilities for a habitable southern continent by traversing circumpolar waters and repeatedly meeting the ice. While not sighting Antarctica, Cook charted and claimed South Georgia for Britain and discovered and named the South Sandwich Islands. He also mapped New Caledonia and identified Norfolk Island, and refined knowledge of Pacific archipelagos, contributing to safer routes. Measurements of winds, currents, and sea temperatures informed later navigation and scientific study. The account’s careful latitudes, longitudes, and coastal profiles document these findings, presenting evidence that reshaped European maps and redirected subsequent explorers to higher latitudes or other aims.

Published in 1777 in two volumes, the work was edited by John Douglas from Cook’s journals and materials supplied by the Admiralty. It includes Tobias Furneaux’s narrative from HMS Adventure, providing a parallel track when the ships were separated. The volumes contain charts and plates after William Hodges, and were printed for W. Strahan and T. Cadell. Read across Europe, the book consolidated Cook’s reputation for accuracy and utility. It served administrators, navigators, and savants by offering routes, anchorages, and observations, while contributing to the Royal Navy’s hydrographic repository and to Enlightenment collections of travel accounts.

The narrative exemplifies late Enlightenment values—empiricism, quantification, and system—combined with British maritime power. It challenges inherited geographical speculation by substituting measured tracks and coastal profiles for conjectural continents, while asserting British claims where charting permitted. Its depictions of Pacific societies shaped European debates about commerce, governance, and human diversity, even as the text remains framed by naval priorities and imperial logistics. The volumes also publicize practical reforms in health and navigation that other commanders adopted. In sum, Cook’s account reflects its era’s ambitions and constraints, offering a disciplined, officially sanctioned critique of myth through observed experience.
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    James Cook (1728–1779) was a British navigator, cartographer, and Royal Navy officer whose Pacific voyages reshaped eighteenth-century geographic knowledge. Operating in the era of the Enlightenment, he combined disciplined seamanship with empirical observation, advancing navigation, hydrography, and maritime health. His charts of the North Atlantic and Pacific were prized for precision, and his journals offered detailed descriptions of coastlines, peoples, flora, and fauna encountered by his crews. Cook’s expeditions—three major voyages between the late 1760s and late 1770s—linked scientific inquiry with imperial ambition, leaving a complex legacy that includes landmark contributions to science and navigation alongside the expansion of British claims overseas.

Cook’s early years in Yorkshire included basic schooling that fostered numeracy and literacy, essential to his later surveying. As a young man he apprenticed at Staithes before moving to Whitby, where he entered the coal-shipping trade and learned seamanship under the Quaker shipowner John Walker. There he studied navigation, mathematics, and practical astronomy, developing the skills that would define his career. In the mid-1750s he joined the Royal Navy, seeking broader experience than coastal commerce could provide. His rapid mastery of charting, disciplined conduct, and facility with instruments positioned him for assignments that required both technical exactitude and leadership at sea.

During the Seven Years’ War, Cook distinguished himself as a surveyor and cartographer in North America. He conducted detailed charting of the St. Lawrence River in support of British operations at Québec and later surveyed extensive stretches of Newfoundland and Labrador. His work combined coastal triangulation with astronomical observations used to refine longitude by lunar distances. Cook’s charts, published and circulated by naval authorities, improved the safety and speed of navigation in difficult waters. By the late 1760s he had earned a reputation as an exceptional hydrographer, trusted with independent command and with scientific tasks that connected the Royal Navy to the period’s learned societies.

Cook’s first Pacific voyage (1768–1771), commanding HMS Endeavour, was organized to observe the transit of Venus from Tahiti, part of an international effort to refine astronomical measurements. Working with the expedition’s astronomer, he completed the observations and then proceeded south and west, mapping New Zealand’s coastline and producing the first European chart of Australia’s eastern seaboard. Naturalists Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander gathered extensive collections, and Cook’s journals documented environments and encounters with Māori and Aboriginal peoples. The official narrative of this voyage was compiled by John Hawkesworth from participants’ journals, bringing Cook’s achievements to a wide European readership.

On his second voyage (1772–1775), commanding HMS Resolution with HMS Adventure in company, Cook sought evidence of a great southern continent. He became the first recorded commander to cross the Antarctic Circle and circumnavigated high southern latitudes, demonstrating that no habitable Terra Australis existed in the regions traversed. The voyage advanced navigation by testing an accurate marine timekeeper and refining methods for determining longitude. It also showcased Cook’s regimen to prevent scurvy through diet and shipboard hygiene. He authored the official account, A Voyage Towards the South Pole, and Round the World (1777), which consolidated his stature among naval officers, scientists, and the reading public.

Cook’s third voyage (1776–1779) aimed to identify a Northwest Passage from the Pacific. Sailing HMS Resolution with HMS Discovery, his expedition made the first recorded European visit to the Hawaiian Islands and charted the northwest coast of North America from present-day Oregon to the Bering Strait. After wintering in the Pacific, Cook returned to Hawai‘i, where escalating tensions led to his death at Kealakekua Bay in 1779. The official narrative, A Voyage to the Pacific Ocean (1784), was published posthumously, with James King completing portions. By this time Cook had been elected to the Royal Society and honored for his contributions to maritime health.

Cook’s legacy spans meticulous charts that served mariners for decades, influential journals that fed Enlightenment science, and practices that helped reduce scurvy at sea. His name is embedded in place-names and institutions, yet his voyages also advanced British claims whose consequences included dispossession and conflict for Indigenous peoples. Contemporary scholarship reassesses his encounters, integrating Indigenous perspectives with nautical, scientific, and archival evidence. Cook remains a pivotal figure in the history of exploration—admired for technical and organizational mastery, scrutinized for the imperial context of his work, and continually reinterpreted as new sources and frameworks reshape understanding of the Pacific world.
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To end the dispute over whether the far-southern ocean hides a new continent or only water, His Majesty orders this voyage and first recalls earlier ventures. In 1519 Ferdinand Magalhaens[1] leaves Seville with five ships, threads the strait now his, enters the Pacific, sights two barren isles, crosses the Line, touches the Ladrones, reaches the Philippines where he falls; his Victory alone completes the first circumnavigation. Spaniards then push west, charting New Guinea and the uncertain Solomon group. In 1595 Alvaro Mendana quits Callao with four ships, meets the Marquesas, St Bernardo, Solitary, Santa Cruz, dies there, Pedro Quiros bringing home the fragments.

Quiros, hunting a southern continent, sails in 1605, sights low land at 26° S and a high isle later called Pitcairn[9], then drives northwest to the Bay of St Philip and Jago on Espiritu Santo; gales scatter the fleet, Quiros limps to New Spain, Torres presses west between New Holland and New Guinea. In 1615 Le Maire and Schouten run their strait, round Cape Horn, log fresh islands, skirt New Britain, reach Batavia. Tasman, 1642, adds Van Diemen’s Land[8], New Zealand’s coast, Friendly and Prince William’s Isles. Hawkins, Strong, La Roche, Halley set down Maiden Land, Falkland Sound, South Georgia, refine variation, no continent appearing.

In 1721 Roggewein rounds Cape Horn, beholds Easter Island, threads an archipelago near 15° S, names Baumen’s and Single, later the Navigator Isles. Bouvet, 1738, drives south-east, spies a lofty mass at 54° S 11° E, likely ice, sweeps east to 35° before the ships part for Mauritius and France. Discovery sleeps until 1764 when George III sends Commodore Byron with Dolphin and Tamer; after the Falklands and Strait of Magalhaens he unveils Disappointment, George’s, Prince of Wales’s, Danger, York, and Byron Islands, returning in May 1766. That August Dolphin sails again under Wallis beside Carteret’s Swallow; west of the strait they separate, Wallis ranging high latitudes without land.

Wallis, sweeping the tropic, charts Whitsunday, Queen Charlotte, Egmont, the dukes’ group, Maitea, Otaheite, Eimeo, Tapamanou, How, Scilly, Boscawen, Keppel and Wallis, then anchors in England, May 1768. His comrade Carteret veers onto another wake, claiming Osnaburg, Gloucester, Queen Charlotte’s Isles, Carteret’s, Gower’s and the strait between New Britain and New Ireland, reaching home March 1769. November 1766 finds Bougainville leaving France aboard La Boudeuse with L’Étoile, pausing in Brazil and the Falklands before threading Magalhaens into the Pacific. He sights Four Facardines, Lanciers, Harp, four more isles, Maitea, Otaheite, Navigators, Forlorn Hope, Hebrides, Diana Shoal, Cape Deliverance land, skirts New Ireland, touches Batavia, and returns March 1769.

The transit of Venus[2] galvanizes astronomers; early 1768 the Royal Society seeks ships for observation. The Admiralty buys the coal-built bark Endeavour[3], gives her to Cook and Charles Green, fixing Otaheite for the task. Orders: watch the transit, reach 40° S, sweep west to New Zealand, chart it, choose the route home. Cook departs 30 July 1768, rounds Cape Horn, notes several islands, lands at Otaheite 13 April 1769 for three months, then visits the Society Isles and Oheteroa, strikes south, meets New Zealand 6 October, surveys till 31 March 1770, explores Australia’s east, threads Torres Strait, touches Indonesia and the Cape, and anchors in England 12 July 1771 with Banks and Solander.

Rumours of Surville, Kerguelen, Marion, and two Spanish cruises to Easter Island and Otaheite reach Cook too late. Plans arise to send two more ships south; the Endeavour now serves as a Falklands store-ship, so the Navy-board must buy new hulls. Advocates press for forty-gun ships, frigates, or Indiamen, but experienced officers demand shallow-draught, roomy, robust North-country colliers. Only such craft can ground on strange coasts, be hauled out for repairs, and carry provisions for years. The Endeavour had proved the point: vessels of her stamp let commanders roam farther, stay longer, and keep Britain foremost in discovery.

The Admiralty, needing two stout vessels, bought a pair from Captain William Hammond of Hull, both Whitby-built by Endeavour's maker and scarcely sixteen months old. The larger, four-hundred-sixty-two tons, was christened Resolution and sent to Deptford; the smaller, three-hundred-thirty-six tons, became Adventure and went to Woolwich. Copper sheathing was rejected—iron work would have perished—so we followed the older, safer method. On 28 November 1771 I took command of Resolution; Tobias Furneaux, lately Wallis's second lieutenant, received Adventure. Our complements, one hundred twelve and eighty-one souls, included trusted lieutenants, warrant and petty officers from my former voyage, all eager for duty.

The ships were outfitted beyond ordinary measure. Lord Sandwich[4] himself paced the decks, ensuring every spar, sail, and cask pleased both his eye and ours; the Navy and Victualling Boards followed with prime stores and two-and-a-half years' provisions. Wheat replaced part of the oatmeal, sugar part of the oil. Extra victuals filled the lockers: malt for sweet wort, sour-krout by the pound, salted cabbage, portable broth, saloup, citrus rob, carrot marmalade, and thirty-one half-barrels of inspissated juice of wort[5] and beer supplied by Mr. Pelham. Some had proved antiscorbutic, the rest were shipped for experiment during the voyage.

A frame for a twenty-ton tender lay ready in each hold, along with nets, hooks, and merchandise intended for barter or gift, plus medals bearing His Majesty on one face and our two ships on the other. Cold-weather clothing was stowed for later issue. A landscape painter, William Hodges, came to capture new lands; naturalist Johann Reinhold Forster and his son joined under parliamentary grant; astronomers William Wales and William Bayley embarked with the finest instruments and four precision watches by Arnold and Kendal. I acknowledge their observations and forgive my own plain style—seaman first, author last. James Cook, Plymouth Sound, 7 July 1776.

April 9 1772 Resolution left Deptford, weather-bound at Woolwich till the 23rd, then reached Long Reach, where Adventure joined and both ships loaded guns, provisions, marines. On May 10 Resolution proved crank; Cook put into Sheerness, the yard altering her upper works under Lord Sandwich and Sir Hugh Palliser. Ready on June 22, she met Adventure in Plymouth Sound on July 3, saluted Sandwich’s yacht with seventeen guns, and gained final approval. Orders set calls at Madeira and the Cape, a thrust south for “Cape Circumcision,” steady exploration near the pole while circling the globe, with Madeira, Port Praya, the Cape, and New Zealand named rendezvous.

While Wales and Bayley fixed Drake’s Island at 50°21′30″ N 4°20′ W, Arnold and Kendal watches were started on 10 July; keys were shared among commander, first lieutenant, and astronomer, who met to wind and compare them. Crews received two months’ advance and all pay due to 28 May. On 13 July Resolution and Adventure sailed; on 29 July they anchored in Funchiale Road, Madeira, exchanged an eleven-gun salute with the garrison, and Cook, Furneaux, the Forsters, and Wales came ashore. A messenger led them to English merchant Mr Loughnans, who arranged plant-collecting permits, lodging, and every supply. The crews ate fresh beef and onions, loading extra onions for sea.

On 1 August the ships left Madeira, passed Palma on the 4th and Ferro on the 5th. Cook brewed three puncheons of beer from inspissated malt, one part juice to ten of water; despite differing preparations every cask foamed uncontrollably in the heat. As the water supply would not last to the Cape he aimed for St Jago. Bonavista showed on 9 August; next day they cleared Mayo and anchored in Port Praya, eighteen fathoms. Permission to water and buy refreshment came promptly; Cook saluted with eleven guns, the fort returned nine and excused the error. By 14 August the casks were filled and fresh stores aboard.

Loaded with hogs, goats, poultry, and fruit, we entered Port Praya, a small bay on St. Jago’s south side at 14° 53′ N, 23° 30′ W. A round peaked hill inland marks it; a sandy palm-backed cove eastward deceives strangers. Two low points guard the mouth; breakers roar on rocks close to the west one. Inside are fourteen- to four-fathom soundings; large ships anchor in eight when Green Island’s south end bears west. A surf-beaten well behind the beach gives scant water. Bullocks cost twelve Spanish dollars, sold by agents; lean goats, hogs, sheep, poultry, and fruit trade for old clothes. A fort overlooks the bay.

Leaving the island, a fresh NNE gale broke in rainy squalls, then shifted fitfully through south, bringing gloom and showers. On the 19th a carpenter’s mate, working at a scuttle, slipped, vanished astern, and drowned before lines could reach him. Next day torrents drenched every deckhand yet filled all empty casks. A calm followed; fires between decks, smoking, aired hammocks, and washed clothes kept sickness away. We watched man-of-war, tropic birds, and gannets though land was eighty leagues distant. In 0° 52′ N we measured a northerly third-mile current and cooler water at eighty-fathom depth. On 8 September we crossed the Line in 8° W with the customary ducking[6].

Light easterlies soon carried us to 9° 30′ S, 18° W amid pleasant weather and flocks of boobies, tropic birds, and gannets, likely from St Matthew or Ascension. On 27 September a distant snow under uncertain colours pursued us, but we kept on. Winds wandered through every quarter, delaying progress until 11 October, when we timed the moon’s eclipse, fixing our longitude near 6° 33′ E. Albatrosses, pintadoes, shearwaters, and a small grey petrel now surrounded us. A Dutch vessel passed lazily; later we shot albatrosses for supper and sighted a lone seal. Variable breezes then brought us toward the Cape, seabirds thinning and soundings deepening until Penguin Island lay to the north-northeast.

Advisers had warned that the season promised calms beneath the Line, yet from St Jago southward we met hardly a lull, only a brisk south-wester and no tornadoes. A current pushed us three degrees east toward Guinea; after crossing the Line a contrary stream bore us ahead, so dead-reckoning missed the Cape by scarcely three-quarters of a degree. At two on the twenty-ninth we sighted cloud-capped Table Mountain. Failing to reach the bay before night, we stood off. Around eight the sea suddenly blazed, sailors shouting "all on fire." Banks and Solander credited sea-insects; buckets of water packed with transparent globes convinced Forster.

At dawn we entered Table Bay, anchored in five fathoms, Green Point to northwest, the church aligned with Lion’s Head. Port-captain, officers, and Mr Brandt came aboard with welcome fare; officials counted hands and asked, "Have you small-pox aboard?" An officer visited Governor Plettenberg; our eleven-gun salute drew the fort’s reply. Cook, Furneaux, and the Forsters called on him and gained every help. He spoke of French ships that glimpsed land at 48° south before a gale scattered them, and of Marion’s voyage with Aotourou. Lodged at Brandt’s we ordered stores; crews refitted, astronomers confirmed Kendal’s watch; two scurvy-racked Dutch Indiamen spurred plans for a new hospital.

Though crews were healthy, unbaked bread and scarce spirits delayed sailing; men ate daily beef, mutton, greens, while the ships were recaulked and painted. Adventure’s officers shifted: Lieutenant Shank, still ill, left for England; Kemp became first, Burney second. Forster, bent on natural history, recruited Swedish student Sparman as paid assistant. Hodges painted a Cape panorama, left it with Brandt for dispatch home. On 22 November we re-embarked, saluted the port with fifteen guns, cleared the bay by seven, sea again glowing. We steered for Cape Circumcision, caught albatrosses, issued slops and fearnoughts, then met December gales that forced bare poles and drove us eastward.

No hope now of Cape Circumcision; biting cold killed most sheep, hogs, and geese we had shipped at the Cape, the thermometer plunging from 67 to 38. I issued extra drams. A single calm, starry night promised change, and sunrise lured us into shaking out reefs, crossing top-gallant yards, and driving northward under a lively breeze. By eight the sky thickened; rain and an increasing gale forced us to furl the main-sail, close-reef topsails, strike the yards, then, under a mizzen stay-sail, wear and lie-to with bows toward the ravenous N.E. seas. The barometer sagged, storm howled, and mountainous waves smashed around us.

Next dawn, 8 January, the gale eased; we wore ship, yet the sea still towered, so only the fore-top-mast stay-sail showed. Toward evening, in 49°40′ S, 1½° E, two penguins and weed slid past the bows; a cast of 100 fathoms found no bottom. Squalls of snow returned through the night, but at eight on the 9th I signalled Adventure to spread canvas, and together we ran under courses and close-reefed topsails until dusk, then hove-to; frost whitened the ropes. On the 10th we let the consort lead, sighted our first ice-island near 56°40′ S, and, when haze closed in, missed it by less than a mile.

Thick weather on the 12th hid the sky and the six drifting bergs we threaded were two miles round and sixty feet high, the surf leaping clear over their summits. The sight awed yet warned us; albatrosses deserted, pintadoes thinned, penguins began standing guard on the floes. By night eighteen more bergs slid past; sleet froze fast to masts and ropes. At noon of the 13th we reached 54° S, still a hundred leagues east of Bouvet’s cape, and by dusk twenty additional islands hemmed us in. After midnight the 14th an endless field of low ice barred the way; whales spouted beside its jagged edge.

Running southeast along the barrier, we paused under a tongue of ice where the water lay smooth; Furneaux came aboard, rendezvous were fixed, and chunks were hoisted in for drinking. At noon we lay in 54°55′ S; an hour later we headed SSW, only to find ourselves embayed by ice sweeping from NNE round to east. Evening gave an escape to windward and a night of boards in cold air. Fog on the 15th glazed the rigging; the current set southeast. Clearing on the 16th showed the field ahead; on the 17th every inlet remained sealed, though whales, a seal, penguins, and petrels thronged the edge.

Barrier stretched beyond the floe, and the ships threaded it all day among ice islands. At eight they sounded—no ground with 250 fathoms. Close-hauled north, they watched the wall run N.E., tacked at eleven, and at two before dawn stood north; two hours later they lay embayed, 55° 8' S, 24° 3' E. A shift drove them west under every sail. Clear sky thickened to fog; the wind veered N.E., flinging snow that iced the rigging. They cleared the field yet dodged ice mountains, safer than the packed ice that had trapped Greenland ships for weeks. Even in midsummer the thermometer sat below freezing.

Believing such ice forms in bays and hides a coast to the south, Cook resolved to run thirty or forty leagues east, then seek a gap behind the barrier. The ships therefore headed N.W. in thick fog, wind N.E. to N., sleet spattering and the thermometer at 30–34. Men shivered, so sleeves were lengthened with baize and each received a canvas-and-baize cap. Scurvy signs appeared; the surgeons began daily draughts of fresh wort from malt. One man, badly swollen despite lemon and orange syrup, took it. Captain Furneaux reported two of his own almost cured the same way.

On the 25th a south wind carried them W.S.W. to 57° 50' S, air sharp with frost; by noon next day, 58° 31' S, sunshine showed long lanes of broken ice, some slabs flat, others honey-combed like coral. Cook kept west, hoping to pass behind the main field; penguins appeared, depth still over 150 fathoms. Calm on the 27th let Forster shoot another penguin and slimmer petrels at 58° 19' S; a sounding of 220 fathoms again found no bottom. Next dawn the ships spread four miles apart, closed at hazy afternoon, reefed amid bergs, and on the 29th ran west with top-gallants set to 59° 12' S, 19° 1' E.
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