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  The Motive and the Cue is inspired by Letters from an Actor by William Redfield and John Gielgud Directs Richard Burton in Hamlet by Richard L. Sterne.
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  ACT ONE: THE MOTIVE




  Scene One




  Day One – ‘The Play’s the Thing’




  A rehearsal room. It’s 1964. Table and chairs are laid out. The actors are around them and upon them.




  Applause from the assembled company, as JOHN GIELGUD stands with a distinguished air.




  GIELGUD. Please. Good gracious. Not necessary. It is a joy to see you all here. Wonderful in fact. Before we read, perhaps a few words…




  CRONYN. We’re reading now?




  GIELGUD. If you don’t mind indulging me.




  CRONYN. I think many of us thought we would read tomorrow.




  DRAKE. I thought so too.




  GIELGUD. I apologise. You were expecting small talk. Yes, it is nice to flirt a little before we get entirely into bed. What should we discuss?




  CRONYN. No. We don’t need to – curate discussion…




  HERLIE. I’ve plenty to say about those jackals outside. I was not dressed appropriately for pictures –




  CRONYN. I was in cream.




  HERLIE. – and told them so, but it did not stop them.




  CRONYN. Cream.




  BURTON. Eileen, I’m sorry, they’re entirely my mess, I should have forewarned you.




  HERLIE. It was – tiresome –




  BURTON. I apologise to all of you. Nonsense, all of it. I do so hate it.




  GIELGUD. ‘Reputation is an idle and most false imposition’ – so hard for you, Dick, such rabidity, but I suppose they may help ticket sales. I took – stage door of course.




  Beat. That stops things. He looks around the room.




  It’s possibly easier to keep things a little formal. Shall I be mother? Does everyone have the coffee they need? Is there cake? We should have had cake. Breaking bread together I’m not such a fan of, but breaking cake seems altogether better. We won’t go around the room because everyone forgets the non-famous names and knows already the famous ones. But one name I would like to celebrate, this is Jessica, she’s assisting me, she’s delightful.




  JESSICA. Hello. Next time I’ll bring cake.




  GIELGUD. You see? Before we read, a few things I thought I’d say…




  He consults notes, he’s nervous.




  Some of you may ask: Why a ‘rehearsal’ production? Why not merely modern dress?




  I think this: Like all of you, I have so often seen a final run-through, before the costumes and sets arrive, which had drive and simplicity and… oh, an ease, somehow –




  WILLIAM REDFIELD enters the room, surreptitiously. He looks over and sees that everyone’s gathered.




  – which the actors never got back once the stone columns and marble tables came on and all the yards and yards of red velvet and blue silk and ruffs and farthingales were tossed about their simple bodies.




  BURTON. Some bodies aren’t that simple.




  There’s laughter. REDFIELD takes off his coat and then lingers – unwilling to disrupt any further.




  GIELGUD. So much for traditional productions. (Without looking at him.) William, as enjoyable as your well-timed entrance is, the agony is beginning to infect us all. Please do sit.




  REDFIELD. I’m so sorry. I was caught out by – I’m sorry.
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