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1. Introduction


To remain ignorant of what happened before you were born is to remain always a child.


Cicero


If you don’t have a story to reflect your values, you will soon begin to lose them forever.


H G Wells


Patriotism is a lively sense of collective responsibility. Nationalism is a silly cock crowing on its own dunghill.


G F Lawrence


To call it the United Kingdom is an interesting nomenclature. The component parts have spent hundreds of years fighting like ferrets in a sack.


A G P Ibotson


The dilemma


The English have an identity crisis. We are not encouraged to be English. We are only encouraged to be British.


The English admire the Scots, the Welsh and the Irish for being both knowledgeable about, and proud of, their national heritage. They admire them for so passionately striving to successfully retain their national identity. Surely the English should be inspired by these role models?


The idea of this publication is to make the English themselves a little more knowledgeable about, and rather more proud of, their identity.


It aims to provide a general ‘rough guide’ to being English, and to whet people’s appetite for further information.


Like all countries, there are episodes in our past of which we are not proud. This publication studiously avoids them and is focused instead on our merits.


We strongly believe in a diverse society and also in the preservation of ethnic identity. We also believe that unity is more important than diversity.


There is universal recognition of the massive contribution made to England by millions of people from immigrant families. These millions include those who are Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist, Christian and Jewish.


The areas of our lives that have benefited from their massive contributions include commerce, culture, medicine and sport.


When we ask people to integrate into the host nation, this can be confusing. Is it Great Britain, Britain, The United Kingdom, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, or where most are located – England?


Divisions have been created by Government:


• It has given a separate parliament and ‘laws of the land’ to Scotland.


• It has given Wales its own Assembly.


• It has smoothed the way for Northern Ireland to be integrated into the Republic of Ireland.


At the same time, it actively discourages the identity of England as a country. Surely pride in one’s community and in one’s country are essential foundations in a successful society.


The love of country was shown by the massive display of the flag of St George, during the Queen of England’s fifty year Jubilee celebration in 2002. That was followed by similar displays when England won the Rugby World Cup in 2003 and the Ashes Series in 2005. If further evidence was needed, it was supplied during the unsuccessful attempt to win the football world cup in 2006. Many English clearly want to celebrate their identity and their pride in their country.



What is Being English?


By the author’s definition, an English man or English woman is anyone who can put their hand on their heart and claim to be English first and foremost.


Usually this means being English before being British. This in turn means that an Englishman or Englishwoman can be from any ethnic origin.


To be English is a state of mind rather than a matter of ethnicity. This supposition is supported by the following examples:


• A gentleman of Italian parents who insists that he is English although his son insists that he is Italian.


• Two sisters, one of whom insists that she is English, while the other insists that she is Irish.


• A lady of Afro-Caribbean parents who was born in England and passionately insists that she is English.


• Three brothers of Welsh parents who have represented England, and insist that they are English.


Seven good reasons for pride


There are many good historical reasons for English pride. Our culture and our nation were predominantly created by England and the English. Joe Public suggests just seven of these reasons:


1. It was the English who produced the Magna Carta. This was signed by King John and became the first statute of the realm in 1215. This document is the very basis of the system of justice and liberty which not only we, but the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and scores of other countries have adopted.


2. The English, in 1649, were the first to assert the rule of law and insist that even the state be subject to it. This meant that even the monarchy was not above the law; hence the execution of King Charles I.


3. It was the English Parliament that passed the Bill of Rights (1689), the first specific formulation of political morality, more than a century before the French came up with the Rights of Man.


4. The English were the first to proclaim the freedom of the press.


5. By virtue of the power of the Royal Navy, first created in the days of King Alfred more than a thousand years ago, it was England that began proclaiming the freedom of the seas: the right of all nations to carry their goods and persons peacefully in all the seas and oceans of the world. This was the beginning of the move towards a system of international law.


6. National agitation in England led Parliament to outlaw the slave trade in 1807. The Abolition of the Slave Trade Act imposed a fine of £100 for every slave found aboard an English ship. The 1807 Act was less effective than had been hoped so, in 1833, The Slavery Abolition Act was introduced in a more successful attempt to end the slave trade.


7. The English, with the production of sterling, produced the first stable, honest and reliable currency and the first example of an honest and disinterested civil service.


Other points of interest


The 2003 Edition of ‘Annual Abstract of Statistics’ published by the Office for National Statistics gives us further cause for an identity crisis.


It gives population figures for:


• The United Kingdom


• England and Wales


• Wales


• Scotland


• Northern Ireland


Sadly, there is a conspicuous absence of the details for England!


Since devolution, it is felt by some people to be rather unfair that Scottish constituencies vote on matters that solely affect England, but that English constituencies have no vote on matters that affect Scotland only.


This concern is compounded by the fact that the average constituency in Scotland has only about 55,000 voters, as opposed to about 70,000 in England. This results in Scotland having 12 more MPs at Westminster than is reasonable.


England – the basics






	

Area




	

50 318 square miles (130 433 square kilometres).1


The largest division of the UK.









	

Capital




	

London









	

Features




	

In Europe the only other country more densely populated is the Netherlands.









	

Population




	

Over 83% of the UK population of over 60 million is located in England.









	

Origins




	

Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Vikings, Normans.









	

Patron Saint




	

St George (St George’s Day – April 23, a day when we can all display a guilt-free love of country).










1 Spain is 504,782 square kilometres, France is 543,965 square kilometres.





2. Architecture


The City of Bath


This eighteenth-century city is perhaps one of England’s most significant architectural achievements. It boasts many Georgian buildings, built in Neo-Classical style during the reigns of George I to George IV (1714–1830), including the famous Royal Crescent. Despite the city being severely damaged during World War II, its magnificent Georgian stone crescents still attract many visitors.


Elizabethan Architecture


This style is typically illustrated in the great English country houses of the aristocracy and in the town houses of tradespeople. The Elizabethan style borrowed elements from Italian, Gothic and Flemish architecture. The buildings were constructed symmetrically, with large windows. Longleat (Wiltshire), Wollaton Hall (Nottinghamshire), and Hardwick Hall (Derbyshire), all built by Robert Smythson, are some of the greatest surviving Elizabethan houses. Robert Smythson was described as the first English architect because he brought originality and freshness to his designs.


English Baroque


Throughout the seventeenth century, the Baroque style was adopted. Baroque buildings were extremely decorative and heavily influenced by Italian architecture, with spectacular ceilings and walls. Famous works include Castle Howard and Blenheim Palace, both designed by Sir John Vanbrugh and Nicholas Hawksmoor (a former student of Sir Christopher Wren).



Jones, Inigo (1573–1652)



Jones was one of the first great English architects. He introduced Italian Renaissance classical architecture to England. His buildings have a controlled use of detail. Jones designed many royal houses, including the Queen’s House at Greenwich (designed in 1616) and the Banqueting House in Whitehall. In addition to these, Jones planned the designs for Covent Garden and Lincoln’s Inn Fields.


Nash, John (1752–1835)


During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the English architect John Nash gained much recognition as one of the greatest town planners, with his effective use of landscape and features.


In his early career, he developed a reputation for his country house designs that led to his assignment by the Prince of Wales to plan the layout of Regent’s Park. Nash then created Buckingham Palace (from the old Buckingham House) and conducted valuable work on bridge support, being one of the first to develop the concept of using steel girders under the arches to increase strength.


Neo-Classicism


This style attempts to revive Greek and Roman art. Two of the greatest British architects of the eighteenth century, Robert Adam and Sir William Chambers, adopted this style. Adam concentrated on domestic architecture while Chambers built Somerset House in The Strand, London, which today is used as government offices. Sir John Soane, famous for the exterior design of The Bank of England, was another important architect who worked in this style.


Palladianism


Based on the work of Andrea Palladio, Palladianism heavily influenced English architecture from about 1715 to 1760. This classical design focused on correctness of detail. Richard Boyle, third Earl of Burlington, became one of the leading Palladian architects in England. His works include his own villa, Chiswick House, in London.


Queen Anne Style


Not to be confused with the architecture of the reign of Queen Anne (1702–14), this usually refers to a later Victorian style that sought to revive the domestic classical manner of the mid-seventeenth century. It favoured red brick or terracotta, usually combined with white-painted woodwork. It is particularly associated with the architect Richard Norman Shaw (1831–1912) and with the turn away from the Gothic Revival.


This design was influenced by Dutch domestic architecture. The buildings were small residential houses, made of brick. In 1870 this style was revived in the series of red brick London domestic houses.


Tudor Architecture


The transformation from Gothic to the Tudor style began in the 1500s. Tudor architecture focussed on details. Windows and doors were smaller, but more ornately decorated, and more complex. The Tudor style was mainly expressed in medieval structures with paved courtyards. These contained asymmetrical brick buildings with leaded windows and uneven roof lines with towers, ornamental battlements, and chimneys that were occasionally covered with Renaissance decorative detail, such as terracotta busts. Hampton Court Palace, Old Somerset House and Compton Wynyates are typical examples of Tudor buildings.


Twentieth-Century Architecture


Architects of this century moved towards a freer, more personal style. Designers such as Sir Edwin Lutyens and Charles Voysey rejected the lavish ornamental style. Lutyens, an influential figure, built Lindisfarne Castle, the Whitehall Cenotaph and the Rashtrapati Bhavan (Viceroy’s House) in New Delhi.


More recently, Lord Norman Foster has made a distinctive contribution to English architecture. He won the international competition to redesign and rebuild the Reichstag in Berlin. Foster completed it in 1999 and the German Parliament moved into it from Bonn. In 2003, he designed what was at the time the highest building in Europe (the Commerzbank Building in Frankfurt), and the world’s biggest airport (Chek Lap Kok) in Hong Kong as well as London’s third airport at Stansted.


Victorian Architecture


During the Victorian age, many different styles still remained popular. The Gothic revival style was used for many churches, and Italian architecture influenced many other buildings. Victorian architecture was also particularly lavish and partly attributable to the new industrial wealth.


New building materials, such as iron and glass, were introduced during this period. These were used to build the famous Crystal Palace, London, and many other prefabricated buildings, which later influenced architects worldwide.


Architects of this era include Sir George Gilbert Scott who constructed the Albert Memorial and St Pancras Station and Hotel, and Richard Norman Shaw, who designed New Scotland Yard, London.


Wren, Sir Christopher (1632–1723)


Sir Christopher Wren was a leading figure in English architecture, as well as an astute mathematician and scientist. Best known for designing St Paul’s Cathedral after the Great Fire of London in 1666, Wren went on to dominate English architecture for over half a century. His first serious architectural venture was the Sheldonian Theatre, which can still be seen at Oxford, and he designed various other university buildings in both Oxford and Cambridge, including the chapels of Pembroke College and Emmanuel College, Cambridge.


His other work, apart from numerous other churches, some of which were also destroyed in the blitz, included the Hospital and Observatory at Greenwich, Hampton Court, Marlborough House, and parts of Westminster Abbey and Buckingham Palace. Wren’s magnificent works gave England a new architectural expression which related to English culture and the monarchy.





3. Artists


Constable, John (1776–1837)


Famed for his landscape paintings, John Constable became one of the most admired English painters both nationally and internationally and it was Constable’s work on the moods of light that influenced the Impressionists.


Constable was born in Suffolk and even as a young child he loved to draw. He was discouraged by his father and entered into the family corn-milling business. In 1799 he finally persuaded his father to let him study at the Royal Academy in London, although he mostly taught himself. Constable’s passion was landscapes, although he had to paint portraits to earn some money. He explored many different aspects of landscapes throughout England.


It was not until his later works that Constable was favoured and was allowed to exhibit his pieces at the Royal Academy. At the time of his death, his reputation was just establishing itself.


Freud, Lucian (1922–present)


Grandson of physician Sigmund Freud, this English painter developed fine works of realist, human forms. He acquired international fame in the 1950s when his work was exhibited around the world, and he was made a Companion of Honour in 1983. His paintings are now mainly shown in London, including an exhibition at the Tate Gallery in 2002.


Gainsborough, Thomas (1727–1788)


Thomas Gainsborough is famed for his talented portraits and landscapes of the English countryside in the late eighteenth century. He was recognised for often placing the portraits in landscape settings. Thomas was born in Suffolk, England and trained as an artist from an early age. He went to study in London and helped with the restoration of landscape paintings during his stay. It was here that he became influenced by a number of artists.


Gainsborough continued to paint landscapes. In 1777 he was given the authority to paint the Royal Family. As well as royalty, Thomas enjoyed (and is famous for) painting the rural poor in landscape settings, such as Two Shepherd Boys with Dogs Fighting. Although Gainsborough worked without assistants and left no legacy in the form of a ‘school’ of painting, his work is still greatly admired by many.


Hockney, David (1937–present)


Born in Bradford, Yorkshire, David Hockney studied at the Bradford School of Art. Hockney began his career painting portraits and local views. Several years later, Hockney was accepted to study at the Royal College of Art in London. His skill was evident and, during his course, he won notable awards. Today, he is the most highly acclaimed English artist of the twentieth century. His work has captured the attention and admiration of many both nationally and internationally, because of his imagination, his draughtsmanship and his ‘visual wit’.


Hockney is also a keen photographer and his paintings, drawings and prints have been exhibited many times.


Hogarth, William (1697–1764)


William Hogarth was an English painter and engraver. He is famed for his artistic talent and his careful observation of the person he was painting in order to show their character in the portrait.


Born in London, he became an engraver at the age of seventeen. A few years later he was taught to paint in oils at Sir James Thornhill’s free academy in Covent Garden. Hogarth is remembered for his paintings depicting the social conditions in the eighteenth century, paintings such as The Rake’s Progress and Gin Lane. He was appointed painter to George II in 1757.



Landseer, Sir Edwin Henry (1802–1873)



Edwin Landseer was born in London. He became famous for his paintings, sculptures and engravings. Landseer painted many pictures of dogs. He focused on the highbred species in numerous bold poses. Alongside portrayals of dogs, Landseer painted deer, eagles and other forms of wildlife. His most famous works are not his sketches and drawings, which are considered to be his best pieces; instead he is remembered for the four bronze lions at the foot of Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar Square, London.


Lowry, L(aurence) S(tephen) (1887–1976)


Laurence Lowry was born in Manchester where, for the majority of his life, he worked for the Pall Mall Property Company. He had to study during the evenings at the Municipal College of Art. Lowry became celebrated for his paintings of industrial scenes set in the north of England. He became known both nationally and internationally. His work even became the focus for a television series in 1957. His famous works include Dwelling, Ordsall Lane, and Salford (1927) and The Pond (1950).
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