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In "Richard II," Jacob Abbott deftly navigates the turbulent political landscape of medieval England through the lens of its controversial monarch. This biographical account combines engaging prose with insightful analysis, showcasing Abbott's ability to synthesize historical narrative and dramatic interpretation. With rich character depictions and a thorough exploration of the power dynamics that shaped Richard's reign, the book captures the essence of a king torn between divine right and the realities of political strife, all while employing a didactic style that reflects the educational purpose of the series he contributes to. Jacob Abbott, a prolific author and educator from the 19th century, was renowned for his works designed to appeal to young readers and instill moral values. Abbott'Äôs keen interest in history, along with his commitment to making complex subjects accessible, undoubtedly influenced his decision to write about Richard II. Through his own pedagogical lens, he sought to not only inform but also engage his readers by presenting the king's life as a captivating story replete with lessons on leadership and the consequences of tyranny. "Richard II" is highly recommended for readers interested in English history, literature, and the complexities of governance. Abbott'Äôs masterful storytelling makes this biography a compelling read for both academics and casual readers alike, offering an educational journey through the trials of a king whose legacy continues to provoke debate.
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In "Charles the First," Jacob Abbott crafts a compelling narrative that weaves together the tumultuous life and reign of King Charles I of England. Through a blend of biographical storytelling and historical analysis, Abbott employs an accessible yet erudite literary style that caters to both scholarly readers and the general public. The book situates Charles I within the larger context of the English Civil War, emphasizing the ideological struggles that defined his reign and ultimately led to his execution. Abbott juxtaposes the king's personal virtues and political missteps while examining the societal forces that contributed to the monarchy's downfall. Jacob Abbott, a prolific 19th-century American author, was known for his engaging biographies aimed at younger readers. His educational background and interest in history likely influenced his desire to provide an insightful account of significant historical figures like Charles I. Abbott'Äôs nuanced portrayal reflects his belief in the importance of understanding history as a means to inform contemporary society, a concept driven by the pervasive tensions of his own era, marked by rapid change and ideological conflicts. I highly recommend "Charles the First" for anyone interested in the complexities of monarchical rule and the origins of modern democracy. Abbott's work not only serves as a captivating biography but also prompts readers to reflect on the broader implications of leadership and governance, making it a valuable addition to the libraries of history enthusiasts and students alike.
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In Jacob Abbott's historical narrative "Hannibal," readers are invited into the tumultuous world of one of history's most formidable military leaders. Abbott employs a vivid literary style that combines meticulous research with engaging storytelling, enriching the narrative with insights into Hannibal's strategic genius and the intricacies of the Second Punic War. The book is notable for its accessible prose and incorporation of both primary and secondary sources, drawing upon the rich context of ancient Mediterranean warfare while providing a detailed account of Hannibal'Äôs enduring legacy in military history. Jacob Abbott, an esteemed American author and educator of the 19th century, was deeply influenced by his interest in history and biography. His earlier works reflect a commitment to educating young readers through engaging narratives, and "Hannibal" is an extension of this endeavor, offering not only a depiction of Hannibal'Äôs military campaigns but also a glimpse into the broader political landscape of the period. Abbott's skillful craftsmanship and dedication to storytelling illuminate the complexities of the historical figure and the epoch in which he lived. Readers interested in military history, biography, or the art of warfare will find "Hannibal" to be a captivating and informative read. Abbott's engaging approach ensures that the lessons of resilience, strategy, and ambition embodied by Hannibal resonate not only within the context of the ancient world but also in contemporary discussions of leadership and conflict.
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In "Margaret of Anjou," Jacob Abbott presents a compelling narrative that blends historical biographical sketch with vivid storytelling. Set against the backdrop of the tumultuous Wars of the Roses, this work offers an in-depth exploration of the life of Margaret of Anjou, the determined queen consort of Henry VI. Abbott's elegant prose and meticulous attention to historical detail reflect the literary traditions of his time, while his ability to weave emotional depth into the political intrigue invites readers to consider the complexities of power dynamics and gender roles in 15th-century England. Jacob Abbott, an influential 19th-century American author and educator, was known for his accessible historical narratives aimed at younger audiences. His fascination with the past, combined with a desire to educate through engaging storytelling, inspired him to explore significant yet often overlooked figures in history. Abbott's background in education and his passion for imparting moral lessons through literature illuminate his motivations in creating this rich portrait of a formidable historical figure. Readers seeking a blend of history and character-driven narrative will find "Margaret of Anjou" a thought-provoking addition to their libraries. Abbott's work not only sheds light on the resilience of a queen caught in the tides of war but also challenges modern perceptions of female agency in historical contexts. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the intricate interplay of history, emotion, and power. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Charles I," Jacob Abbott presents a meticulously crafted biographical account that delves into the life and reign of one of England's most renowned monarchs. Abbott employs a narrative style that harmonizes literary elegance with historical precision, often drawing from primary sources to evoke the complex political landscape of 17th-century England. Through vivid storytelling, he explores the myriad challenges faced by Charles I, including his contentious relationship with Parliament and the subsequent Civil War that would ultimately lead to his dramatic downfall. This work not only serves as a historical document but also captures the essence of royal authority and the shifting tides of power during tumultuous times. Jacob Abbott, an accomplished American author and educator, was deeply engaged with the themes of leadership and governance throughout his literary career. His background in both literature and history, alongside his commitment to making history accessible to young readers, resonates in "Charles I." Abbott'Äôs efforts to illuminate complex historical figures stem from his belief in shaping informed citizens through engaging narratives, making the past resonate with contemporary readers. "Charles I" is an essential read for those interested in English history, royal politics, or the intricate dynamics of power. Abbott's compelling prose and insightful analysis not only enhance our understanding of Charles I's reign but also provoke critical thinking about the nature of authority and rebellion. This book is a crucial addition to both academic libraries and personal collections for history enthusiasts.
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    At its core, The History of Richard the First traces the collision between the glittering ideal of chivalry and the uncompromising demands of medieval kingship, as a celebrated monarch pursues crusading renown and personal honor while the burdens of governance, faith, loyalty, and hard necessity narrow his choices at every turn, where reputation serves as both armor and constraint and the quest for righteous victory must constantly reckon with resources, rivals, allies, and time along a route that runs from England and France to the contested shores of the eastern Mediterranean.

Jacob Abbott (1803–1879), an American educator and prolific author, wrote The History of Richard the First as part of his Makers of History series, a set of narrative biographies published in the mid-nineteenth century for a broad readership. The work belongs to popular history, presenting the life of a medieval king in clear, approachable prose that favors explanation over ornament. Its setting spans the twelfth-century world of courts, castles, and campaigns, focusing on England’s crown and the wider European and Levantine arenas shaped by crusading. Abbott’s nineteenth-century vantage emphasizes character, motive, and consequence within a straightforward chronology rather than specialized academic debate.

Without presuming prior expertise, Abbott outlines Richard’s familial background, formative years as a prince, and the political conditions that place him on the English throne, then follows his preparations to lead the Third Crusade across a network of alliances and rivalries. The book offers a guided tour through the institutions and customs of the age, pausing to clarify context where necessary and prioritizing narrative coherence. The mood is measured and instructive, the pace brisk, and the voice steady, designed to orient readers while sustaining momentum. Episodes are selected to illuminate causes and effects rather than to overwhelm with minutiae.

As a narrator, Abbott balances incident and explanation, often stepping back to distill the stakes of a decision or the practical constraints that shape an outcome—geography, resources, command structures, and custom. He frames scenes so that political intention and martial action can be read alongside one another, inviting readers to see how ideals move through institutions and people. The style is plain-spoken, with an emphasis on clarity and sequence, and the analysis is grounded in concrete circumstances rather than speculation. Throughout, the presentation aims to make medieval complexities intelligible without assuming specialist vocabulary or exhaustive prior knowledge.

Among the themes that emerge are leadership under pressure, the responsibilities attached to fame, and the interplay of religious conviction with diplomatic calculation. Abbott returns to questions of loyalty and trust, the costs of warfare, and the uneasy balance between knightly valor and the patient work of governance. The narrative observes how alliances are forged, tested, and redirected; how reputation can motivate as well as mislead; and how material limits curb even the most ambitious designs. These motifs give the biography a reflective dimension, encouraging readers to consider not only what occurs, but why decisions appear compelling to those who make them.

For contemporary readers, the book’s relevance lies in its examination of power exercised under intense scrutiny and competing imperatives—public image, moral purpose, and practical necessity. It prompts reflection on how leaders assemble coalitions, manage scarce resources, and translate ideals into workable plans, especially when operating far from home amid unfamiliar conditions. It also raises questions about cultural encounter, the narratives societies construct about righteous causes, and the enduring tension between personal glory and institutional duty. By situating these issues within a lucid historical account, Abbott offers material for discussion that extends beyond the medieval period without forcing presentist comparisons.

Approached as an accessible work of narrative history, The History of Richard the First provides a structured, chronological account that introduces readers to the contours of Richard’s world and to the early commitments that define his reign and crusading enterprise. It is a book for those interested in a clear, thoughtfully paced retelling rather than exhaustive archival argument, one that emphasizes intelligibility and moral reflection. Without venturing into later developments in detail, Abbott prepares the ground for understanding the challenges that follow, delivering an informative and engaging entry point for anyone curious about a renowned monarch and the era he helped shape.
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    Jacob Abbott introduces Richard I within the expansive Angevin dominion and the crusading era that framed his life. He outlines the power of Henry II and the influence of Eleanor of Aquitaine, emphasizing the complex feudal ties that bound England and its continental holdings. The narrative explains how competing monarchies, baronial interests, and the church shaped policy and warfare. Abbott’s purpose is to recount Richard’s career as prince and king in clear sequence, tracing the interplay of chivalric ideals and practical governance. Early chapters establish the geopolitical and cultural conditions that would inform Richard’s decisions and the conflicts that defined his reign.

The book details Richard’s birth in 1157 and upbringing under Eleanor’s guidance, highlighting his education, martial training, and immersion in the courtly culture of Aquitaine. Abbott presents Richard’s early appointments and growing authority in Poitou and Aquitaine, noting his reputation for courage and severity. As a young prince, Richard learned to command, to negotiate with turbulent nobles, and to manage revenues needed for warfare. His relationship with Henry II is portrayed through alternating cooperation and tension, as father and son navigated overlapping jurisdictions and ambitions. This foundation prepares readers for the dynastic rivalries that would soon involve all of Henry’s sons.

Abbott recounts the great rebellion of 1173–1174, when Henry’s sons and certain barons rose against royal authority, and Richard’s subsequent reconciliation and campaigns to subdue Aquitaine. Richard’s efforts against insubordinate lords strengthened his military standing while deepening regional resentments. The narrative then follows shifting alliances among the Angevin princes and their interactions with Philip II of France. As pressure mounted on the aging Henry II, Richard formed a decisive alignment with Philip, precipitating the final crisis of Henry’s reign. Henry’s death in 1189 brings Richard to the throne, setting the stage for the new king’s crusading commitments and the transition from princely to royal responsibilities.

With Jerusalem lost to Saladin in 1187, Abbott describes Richard’s vow for the Third Crusade and his methods for raising a formidable expedition. The account emphasizes financial measures to fund the campaign, including sales of offices and charters, and careful appointments to maintain order in England. Richard entrusted government to justiciars and counselors, balancing his absence with administrative arrangements and guarded accommodations for his brother John. The departure in 1190 is presented as a major logistical undertaking involving ships, provisions, and coordination with allies. Abbott charts the diplomatic and military planning that aimed to project English power deep into the eastern Mediterranean.

The narrative covers Richard’s stop in Sicily, where disputes over the dowry and the status of his sister Joanna led to negotiations and a treaty at Messina. Abbott explains how these events strained relations with Philip of France while consolidating Richard’s position. Continuing east, a storm scattered the fleet and drove part of it to Cyprus. There, Richard confronted Isaac Komnenos, seized control of the island, and secured a strategic base. He married Berengaria of Navarre at Limassol, reinforcing royal alliances. These Mediterranean episodes, presented in sequence, reveal how diplomacy, maritime strength, and swift action prepared the crusade’s next phase.

Abbott’s account of the Holy Land focuses on the siege of Acre, where Richard’s engineering, leadership, and contention with other leaders, including Leopold of Austria, shaped outcomes and relationships. After Acre’s capitulation, Philip returned to France, leaving Richard to carry the campaign forward. The narrative highlights the battle of Arsuf, Richard’s capture of Jaffa, and the methodical securing of the coast. Abbott explains the difficulties of advancing on Jerusalem, including logistics, winter conditions, and divergent views among the crusaders. Through these episodes, the book presents the alternating rhythms of battle and negotiation that characterized the expedition’s progress under Richard’s command.

Diplomacy with Saladin becomes central as Abbott describes prisoner exchanges, severe reprisals after Acre, and the oscillation between truce and renewed operations. The narrative follows stalled marches toward Jerusalem, disputes over strategy, and Richard’s rapid defense of Jaffa against surprise attack. Abbott presents the eventual truce of 1192, which recognized Christian control of parts of the coast and permitted pilgrimages to Jerusalem, without delivering the city to crusader rule. Pressed by threats to his domains from Philip and internal intrigues involving John, Richard resolved to return. The book stresses how political necessities at home constrained crusading aims and shaped the settlement’s terms.

The journey home introduces a reversal as Richard is captured near Vienna and handed to the emperor Henry VI. Abbott details the detention, the negotiations over a vast ransom, and the administration of England by Eleanor of Aquitaine and key ministers such as Hubert Walter. Taxes, loans, and contributions from across the realm are organized to secure the king’s release. Upon liberation in 1194, Richard reasserts authority, undergoes a second coronation, and reconciles the internal situation, while maintaining the administrative systems established during his absence. This portion underscores the vulnerability of a traveling monarch and the resilience of Angevin governance under capable regency.

Abbott concludes with Richard’s renewed war against Philip in France, emphasizing fortification, maneuver, and finance. The construction of Chateau Gaillard is presented as a statement of strategic intent and royal will. Campaigns in Normandy and Anjou continue until Richard’s fatal wounding at the siege of Chalus in 1199. The narrative describes the succession by John and the immediate implications for the Angevin position in France. In closing, the book presents Richard’s reign as a sequence of martial enterprises, diplomatic calculations, and administrative arrangements shaped by crusading commitments. The overall message conveys the demands of medieval kingship amid shifting alliances, contested borders, and enduring ideals of honor.
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    Jacob Abbott’s The History of Richard the First is set in the late 12th century across the Angevin Empire and the eastern Mediterranean. The geographic frame stretches from England, Normandy, Anjou, and Aquitaine to Sicily, Cyprus, and the Levantine ports of Acre and Jaffa. The temporal horizon centers on Richard I’s life (1157–1199) and reign (1189–1199), a period defined by feudal rivalries, dynastic politics, and the crusading movement following the fall of Jerusalem in 1187. Abbott’s narrative stages castles, courts, and campaigns as the arenas where authority, piety, and warfare intersect, foregrounding the material conditions of kingship and the strategic geography shaping decisions and destinies.

The book unfolds against the consolidation of the Angevin polity under Henry II (r. 1154–1189), whose legal and administrative reforms—itinerant justices, the Assize of Clarendon (1166), and expanded royal revenue—reordered English governance and bound continental dominions. Eleanor of Aquitaine transmitted vast southwestern French lands to Richard, making him Duke of Aquitaine in 1172. Family conflict was endemic: the Great Revolt of 1173–1174 saw Henry’s sons—Henry the Young King, Richard, and Geoffrey—ally with Louis VII of France against their father. Abbott connects Richard’s militant temperament and political education to these struggles, presenting them as crucibles that forged the king’s command style and chivalric reputation.

The Third Crusade (1189–1192) arose after Saladin’s victory at Hattin (4 July 1187) and the capture of Jerusalem (October 1187). Europe mobilized under Frederick I Barbarossa, Philip II Augustus of France, and Richard I. Richard assumed the cross in 1187–1188 and financed preparations with the 1188 Saladin tithe, a 10 percent levy on movable wealth in England and Normandy. In 1190–1191 he asserted maritime power in the western Mediterranean, negotiating in Messina with Tancred of Sicily and then seizing Cyprus from Isaac Komnenos in May 1191. Abbott narrates these episodes to illustrate the logistical sophistication of crusade leadership and Richard’s mix of diplomacy, coercion, and opportunism.

At the protracted Siege of Acre (1189–1191), Richard arrived in June 1191 to reinforce a multi-year Frankish encampment. Working uneasily with Philip II, he helped force the city’s surrender on 12 July 1191, securing the True Cross’s partial restitution terms and large prisoner exchanges that later broke down. The subsequent execution of captives by the crusaders, and Saladin’s reprisals, reveal the harsh calculus of medieval warfare. Abbott uses Acre to depict coalition politics, siege technologies, and the ethical contradictions of crusading zeal, showing Richard as both tactically adept and constrained by divided command and fragile logistics in a multinational army.

Richard’s coastal campaign in 1191–1192 included the battle of Arsuf (7 September 1191), where disciplined infantry formations and a decisive cavalry charge broke Saladin’s forces, securing the littoral from Jaffa northward. Despite advances, the crusaders failed to retake Jerusalem, hampered by supply lines, water scarcity, and strategic disagreement. Richard negotiated a truce with Saladin on 2 September 1192, guaranteeing Christian pilgrimage access and maintaining the Crusader States’ coastal holdings. Abbott casts these operations as the apex of Richard’s generalship, balancing battlefield narrative with attention to provisioning, naval support, and the diplomatic pragmatism that tempered absolutist religious aims.

While returning overland in late 1192, Richard was seized near Vienna by Duke Leopold V of Austria and transferred to Emperor Henry VI. Imprisoned at Trifels and tried at Speyer (1193), he was ransomed for 150,000 marks, an immense sum raised in England through extraordinary levies, church contributions, and the sale of offices. Eleanor of Aquitaine coordinated the effort; meanwhile, Prince John and Philip II conspired to prolong the captivity. In England, William Longchamp’s fall (1191) and Hubert Walter’s ascendancy (1193–1198) marked turbulent governance. Abbott dramatizes the ransom crisis to expose the fiscal strains and political vulnerabilities of a king ruling a composite monarchy from afar.

After release in 1194, Richard campaigned relentlessly against Philip II in Normandy, Anjou, and Poitou. He fortified the Seine frontier by constructing Château Gaillard (begun 1196), a cutting-edge concentric fortress that projected power and safeguarded Rouen. Warfare featured chevauchées, sieges, and shifting vassalage. In March–April 1199, while besieging Chalus-Chabrol in Limousin over a treasure dispute, Richard was mortally wounded by a crossbow bolt attributed to Pierre Basile; he died on 6 April 1199. John succeeded him. Abbott connects these campaigns and the king’s death to the fragile equilibrium of Capetian–Plantagenet rivalry and the technological and financial demands of high medieval war.

The book functions as a political and social critique by juxtaposing chivalric ideals with the coercive realities of medieval power. It highlights the burdens of taxation—including the 1188 Saladin tithe and repeated extraordinary levies for ransom—on clergy, townsmen, and rural tenants, exposing how royal glory depended on extracting resources from subjects. Abbott’s treatment of coalition warfare, prisoner executions, and opportunistic seizures (Sicily, Cyprus) interrogates crusading rhetoric against realpolitik. By portraying regency strife, office sales, and fortress-building, the work critiques the precarity of governance in an absentee monarchy and the class stratifications cemented by feudal obligation, military necessity, and ecclesiastical–royal bargaining.
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The author of this series has made it his special object to confine
  himself very strictly, even in the most minute details which he records, to
  historic truth. The narratives are not tales founded upon history, but
  history itself, without any embellishment, or any deviations from the strict
  truth so far as it can now be discovered by an attentive examination of the
  annals written at the time when the events themselves occurred. In writing
  the narratives, the author has endeavored to avail himself of the best
  sources of information which this country affords; and though, of course,
  there must be in these volumes, as in all historical accounts, more or less
  of imperfection and error, there is no intentional embellishment. Nothing is
  stated, not even the most minute and apparently imaginary details, without
  what was deemed good historical authority. The readers, therefore, may rely
  upon the record as the truth, and nothing but the truth, so far as an honest
  purpose and a careful examination have been effectual in ascertaining it.
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1841 Portrait of Richard I by Merry-Joseph Blondel
    (1781- 1853)
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Richard the Crusader.—A quarrelsome
  king.—Richard's kingdom.—Union of England and
  Normandy.—England was a possession of Normandy.—Eleanora of
  Aquitaine.—The contemporaries of Eleanora.—Royal
  match-making.—The conditions of the marriage.—Apparent prosperity
  of leanora.—Eleanora's accomplishments.—The Crusades[2].—A
  monk preaching the Crusades.—The reasons why Louis and Eleanora
  undertook a crusade.—Amazons.—The power of ridicule.—The
  plans and purposes of the female Crusaders.—Antioch.—Meeting the
  Saracens.—Choosing an encampment.—The result of the queen's
  generalship.—A quarrel.—The queen at Jerusalem.—A divorce
  proposed.—The failure of the crusade.—Returning to
  France.—The queen's new lover.—A divorce again
  proposed.—The motives of Henry.—Controversy among
  historians.—The real motives in the divorce.—A violent courtship
  and a narrow escape.—Geoffrey's designs upon Eleanora.—Customs of
  old times.—Eleanora eluded Geoffrey.—She is married to
  Henry.—Henry's expedition to England.—His final
  coronation.—Eleanora Queen of England.

KING RICHARD THE FIRST, the Crusader, was a boisterous,
  reckless, and desperate man, and he made a great deal of noise in the world
  in his day. He began his career very early in life by quarreling with his
  father. Indeed, his father, his mother, and all his brothers and sisters were
  engaged, as long as the father lived, in perpetual wars against each other,
  which were waged with the most desperate fierceness on all sides. The subject
  of these quarrels was the different possessions which the various branches of
  the family held or claimed in France and in England, each endeavoring to
  dispossess the others. In order to understand the nature of these
  difficulties, and also to comprehend fully what sort of a woman Richard's
  mother was, we must first pay a little attention to the map of the countries
  over which these royal personages held sway.




[image: Illustration]
Map



We have already seen, in another volume of this series,* how the two
  countries of Normandy on the Continent, and of England, became united under
  one government. England, however, did not conquer and hold Normandy; it was
  Normandy that conquered and held England. The relative situation of these two
  countries is shown on the map. Normandy, it will be seen, was situated in the
  northern part of France, being separated from England by the English Channel.
  Besides Normandy, the sovereigns of the country held various other
  possessions in France, and this French portion of the compound realm over
  which they reigned they considered as far the most important portion. England
  was but a sort of appendage to their empire.

[* Footnote: The History of William the
  Conqueror.]

You will see by the map the situation of the River Loire. It rises in the
  centre of France, and flows to the westward, through a country which was,
  even in those days, very fertile and beautiful. South of the Loire was a sort
  of kingdom, then under the dominion of a young and beautiful princess named
  Eleanora. The name of her kingdom was Aquitaine. This lady afterward became
  the mother of Richard. She was very celebrated in her day, and has since been
  greatly renowned in history under the name of Eleanora of Aquitaine[1].

Eleanora received her realm from her grandfather. Her father had gone on a
  crusade with his brother, Eleanora's uncle, Raymond, and had been killed in
  the East. Raymond had made himself master of Antioch. We shall presently hear
  of this Raymond again. The grandfather abdicated in Eleanora's favor when she
  was about fourteen years of age. There were two other powerful sovereigns in
  France at this time, Louis, King of France, who reigned in Paris, and Henry,
  Duke of Normandy and King of England. King Louis of France had a son, the
  Prince Louis, who was heir to the crown. Eleanora's grandfather formed the
  scheme of marrying her to this Prince Louis, and thus to unite his kingdom to
  hers. He himself was tired of ruling, and wished to resign his power, with a
  view of spending the rest of his days in penitence and prayer. He had been a
  very wicked man in his day, and now, as he was growing old, he was harassed
  by remorse for his sins, and wished, if possible, to make some atonement for
  them by his penances before he died.
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