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	Preface

	 

	Years ago, before I became a Christian, the abuses in certain parts of the Christian world were already common knowledge. Phil Collins made a satirical clip about it: “Jesus He knows me”, as a criticism of the TV preachers who heal for a lot of money. In the same period, the movie “Leap of faith” with Steve Martin was released about the same theme.

	In the eighties and nineties many of these preachers were exposed and convicted as frauds. For many seculars it was clear very quickly that they were frauds. How come certain parts of the Christian world did not see that? They call themselves faith healers, because through (your or their) faith you heal. This formula of (pro-)claiming that you heal yourself has very damaging consequences for vulnerable broken Christians.

	Once in contact with this world as a newly converted and broken Christian, I increasingly encountered abuses with all their harmful consequences. Especially the blaming of the sick and vulnerable did not testify to a Christian attitude as described in love (1 Cor. 13), based on the fruits of the Holy Spirit: Gentleness, patience, comfort, understanding, helpfulness, compassion, wisdom etcetera. We as Christians are not there to blame but to comfort, build up and support.

	 

	Against my background it is logical, that given the increase in claiming behavior over the last twenty years, I would like to investigate this based on criteria (and terms) used in their world, whether healing by (own) faith is Biblically based or whether God does it.

	 

	The result of this investigation is presented in this book.

	 

	Enjoy reading and have wisdom,

	 

	Jurgen


 

	 

	 

	 

	“Not because of who you are or what you can do,

	but because you are, you are valuable”

	 


Introduction: problem definition

	 

	During healing services or conferences, cries often can be heard such as: “”You must believe! Keep standing in faith! Hold on to it! Claim healing! Stand in your authority!” Initially simple, clear, seemingly Biblical-sounding sentences. On the one hand, stated as a condition for being able to heal, on the other hand, reproachful when healing does not occur. In this way, people think they can encourage the confident to a miraculous recovery.

	 

	In Dutch “confident” is a pastoral term for someone in need. The word contains the Latin word for trust: “Fide”. “Con” means “with”. “With trust”. Reliability is important in providing help, in addition to discretion, competence, care and integrity. The confident places trust in the help provider, in these healing cases the praying person or faith healer. Confident in English means besides being secure, also being trustful (The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, 5th Edition).

	 

	Instead of healing the confident (the needy like ill, sick, depressed or disabled), these statements create new, even deeper wounds in already suffering and vulnerable people. If healing does not succeed, a blaming attitude is quickly adopted, because it is due to the confidents inadequate attitude. The blames are legion: insufficient faith or not converted, lack of claim or thinking power, sinfulness, not enough praise or focus on the Lord, missing meetings, not happy enough every day, not paying tithes. An enormous arsenal is available.

	However lovingly intended, the person offering help is unaware of the negative consequences and how merciless and unloving this behavior appears.

	Unfortunately, such blaming and claiming behavior is rather the rule than the exception and not a recent phenomenon but has been accepted for decades. Under all circumstances and at all times, someone's faith or claiming ability determines (inner) healing, which in fact is their own performance/doings. If that does not work, then it is the fault of the confident himself, the sick and needy. In addition to

	health this also applies to happiness in life, prosperity, well-being, success, career, (spiritual) ministry, number of children, getting a partner and so forth, which can never be the intention of the Gospel. In this way, already broken people are further broken down.

	After having experienced so much misery in this, both personally and having heard from many others in 25 years of pastoral work, I have decided to examine this behavior on Biblical grounds. At whom can we better look than Jesus Himself, Whose way of dealing with others is of course the measuring stick. Since the disciples were on Earth the direct students of Jesus, are their dealings also examined, including Paul, because of his important contribution to evangelizing. How do we as disciples compare to them in terms of learning from Jesus.

	How did Jesus and the disciples deal with confidents? And why in that way? Under what conditions did Jesus heal people? Was it based on faith and/or initiative? Did Jesus ever accuse people of unbelief? Did He confirm faith as the cause of healing?

	 

	In short, are you healed by faith and are you to blame if that does not work? To find an answer to these questions, six criteria are used to examine per healing situation, how Jesus and the disciples dealt with confidents. These criteria are based on arguments and methods of those who use the described claiming and blaming behavior with regard to prayer healing: standing or holding on in faith, taking initiative, standing in or exercising ones own authority. Did Jesus and His disciples make blames or set conditions?

	 

	The first chapter explains and justifies the following criteria, and then examines all healing stories based on these questions:

	 

	A. What is the result of the healing?

	B. Who takes the initiative?

	C. Was there faith in the intermediary or sick person?

	D. Was faith mentioned as a condition by Jesus or the disciples?

	E. Was unbelief blamed by Jesus or the disciples?

	F. What is the healing method of Jesus and the disciples?

	 

	In the same chapter the research results are set out in a matrix (relationship table).

	Because God is always the Same, past, present and future, in addition to the New Testament, we will also look at the Old Testament (the past) and the revelation with Jesus as eternal high priest (the future) in §1.2.

	 

	In §1.3 the conclusions based on the results of the criterion research are discussed, on the one hand about the behavior of Jesus and the disciples during healings of confidents and on the other hand with regard to the question of this research: Are you healed by faith?

	 

	Chapter 2 is about the consequences and how to change them through the royal priesthood.

	 


Chapter 1 How did Jesus and the disciples do it?

	 

	Introduction: the research method

	Using six criteria, as named and explained in the introduction, the interaction of Jesus and His disciples with the confident in each Biblical healing situation has been examined.

	 

	A. What is the result of the healing?

	B. Who takes the initiative?

	C. Was there faith in the intermediary or sick person?

	D. Was faith mentioned as a condition by Jesus or the disciples?

	E. Was unbelief blamed by Jesus or the disciples?

	F. What is the healing method of Jesus and the disciples?

	 

	The research results are visualized in a matrix or a cross table. A matrix shows the relationship between two data, in this research between the healing event and the criterion. For example, how many times does the Bible mention the criterion faith in the healing events.

	 

	A distinction is made between intermediary (a go-between) and confident (the person in need). An intermediary requests healing mediates on behalf of the sick, like Jairus for his terminally ill daughter. “Inter” means “between” and “mediary” “mediator”: “to mediate between”.

	 

	Normally, the presentation of the research results follows first, followed by the interpretation or findings. For the sake of readability, this order has been changed. Instead of placing all matrices one after the other in one paragraph, the findings and commentary follow per matrix. This prevents an unmanageable block of tables and bridges the gap with the research results and the matrices.

	 

	In §1.1.3 are the matrices A and B (research results including findings). The following criteria are discussed together: “Faith made a condition” and “Blaming of disbelief”, since they usually concern the same healing situation.

	Matrices A1, A2 (§1.1.3c) and A3 (§1.1.3d) are an elaboration per situation of matrix A (§1.1.3) about the research criterion belief. For the sake of readability, the matrices are spread over the sub-paragraphs 1.1.3c “Was there belief” and 1.1.3d “Belief as a condition or blame”.

	 

	The following is an explanation and justification of the research criteria:

	 

	a) What is the result of the healing?

	That criterion speaks for itself. The success of a cure is of great importance for determining the cause and the way of healing. Their method is of great importance, especially considering the failure of many healings nowadays.

	 

	b) Who takes the initiative?

	Incitement to take initiative is a common incentive and is labeled as one of the most important causes of healing. This includes standing in authority, acting from knowledge of your identity in Christ, punitive action from authority, claiming through the power of the word. Prayer and pleading are included in the study but are not considered as achieving something in faith.

	 

	c) Was there faith in the intermediary or sick person?

	Is the presence of faith mentioned in the Bible as a cause in the healing situation? Faith as a condition for healing is addressed in the next criterion.

	Examining faith as a criterion speaks for itself, because having faith or holding on to it, strongly believing and/or (pro-)claiming is indicated as a cause of healing and put forward as an argument. Lack of faith is the most used blame after a failed healing. Speaking and believing words of power, thinking positively towards God, about yourself, others and circumstances, claiming, proclaiming, attracting things to you in the spirit or creating through positive confession and thinking, all fall under this research criterion.

	 

	In this study, praying/pleading is not seen as an expression of having faith for healing. On the contrary, pleading and prayer is an appeal to God's grace and His heart of compassion. And that concerns the power and will of God and is not a result of one's own performance(s) of faith.

	 

	d) Was faith set as a precondition by Jesus or the disciples?

	An important criterion to examine more closely because, as mentioned, making faith a condition for healing is common and a strong belief.

	 

	e) Was unbelief blamed by Jesus or the disciples?

	Because blames cause the most suffering, this is perhaps the most important research criterion. Can this blameful treatment of confidents or intermediaries by Jesus and the disciples be found in the Biblical healing stories?

	 

	Blaming confidents after failing healing is a common practice, in fact, it is considered normal. If Jesus and his disciples show different behavior, this blaming is incorrect and not biblically founded.

	 

	Why this is perhaps the most important criterion is because of the direct link it has with loving care. Love is the trademark of Jesus, the incarnate image of God. Lovelessness is repulsive and directly results in distortion of the image of God. Love is the signboard of the Gospel, not performance, blame or rejection.

	 

	f) Method of healing by Jesus and disciples.

	Mapping the way of healing offers insight into the miraculous recovery of people. All healing methods mentioned in the Bible fall under this criterion: actions, normal and punitive speech, prayer, touching, standing or holding on in faith, positive thinking, claiming, pro-

	claiming, standing in authority through the measure of knowing one's identity in Christ. Or is Christ Himself the foundation of miraculous healing?

	God has always remained the same, in the past, now and, for the future this will continue to be true. Section 1.2. compares the result of the research with the image shown in the Old Testament (past) and the revelation with Jesus as high priest (future).

	 

	In §1.3 conclusions are presented regarding the dealings of Jesus and His disciples. Also an answer is given to the research question and title of this book: “Are you healed by faith?”.

	 

	1.1 The matrix

	1.1.1 How did Jesus and the disciples do it?

	In matrices A, A1, A2, A3 (healings of Jesus) and B (disciples) the research results are given, see §1.1.3, for the extended counts see appendices I and II: https://www.forwardedlighthouse.com/bijlagen-genees-je-door-geloof/. The findings are also discussed in this paragraph. Lazarus is fully elaborated as an example in §1.1.4. Conclusions about the research results and findings are given in §1.3, after looking at the Old Testament (OT) and Revelation in §1.2.

	 

	Section 1.1.2 provides translations and explanations of the most important Greek words related to healing and recovery. These New Testament texts were written in “Koine”, a Greek language variety that was the lingua franca of the eastern Mediterranean from the third century B.C. to the third century A.D.

	1.1.2 Greek words

	The meanings of the Greek words are important in determining what, how and why a healing took place. It clarifies the text. Hence this list of the meanings. For more extensive meanings, references and sources, see Appendix III at:
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