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‘There are more things in Heaven and Earth, Horatio,
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.’


– William Shakespeare, Hamlet
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Empress Joséphine of France waits to hear her fortune, as read by palmist Le Normand in the Château de Malmaison.
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IN these days, when Realism over-rides the Ideal, it seems almost absurd to offer to the reading public even so small a brochure as mine on the old-world subject of Palmistry; but a superstition (if you will) which has attracted the serious attention of Aristotle and many other ancient writers, and among the modern, of Herder, Balzac, Desbarrolles, and a host of others, is at any rate worth considering.


Whilst at Paris, some years ago, I was shown by an intelligent Frenchman (who like myself confessed to be almost a believer in Palmistry) some very interesting drawings of the hands of Victor Hugo, Dumas, Lamartine, and other French celebrities; and, in all these drawings, the development of the lines and mounts showed exactly the qualities which we knew these men possessed; for instance, in Victor Hugo’s hand we noticed that Jupiter and Venus were so prominent as almost to overpower the development of the rest of the palm. Jupiter (as will be seen) gives power, pride, imagination of the fervid order, and immense self-assertion; Venus, tenderness and passion. Are not these qualities shown in ‘Notre Dame de Paris,’ ‘Les Misérables,’ and, indeed, in all this author’s works?


In the hand of Dumas, the Line of Head (which denotes intellect) is long and well developed, and descends, with vehemence, towards the Mount of the Moon, which is salient; which combination indicates, according to Palmistry, the almost Eastern imagination which produced ‘Monte Cristo;’ indeed, imagination would occupy the whole of the left hand, did not the Mount of Venus (passion) rise to meet it—there is no want of passion in Dumas’ writing. In the right hand the Mount of Mars is very salient, which accounts for the action, energy, and spirited movement of all Dumas’ historical works.


In Lamartine’s hand we noticed the same long Line of Head, but not drooping so much to the Mountain of the Moon; but the Mount of Mercury was largely developed, and accounted for the eloquence of the language in his writings, whilst the Line of Heart, extending all across the palm and enriched by branches, explained the exquisite tenderness of his verse.


Other drawings, too, of the hands of well-known artists, seemed equally happy in bearing out the axioms of Palmistry, and, as I closed my examination of them, I could not help echoing my French friend’s words: ‘C’est, au moins, très curieux.’
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R. B.
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The oldest known manuscript of its kind, this ‘smalle treatise of palmestrie’ is believed to date from 1440 or earlier.







Chapter I.


The Doctrines of the Kabbala.
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CHIROMANCY, or, as it is more generally called, Palmistry, is a science of great antiquity, as it is based on the doctrines of the Kabbala—the origin of which is lost in the night of ages. Whether it took its rise first in Chaldea, India, or Egypt is uncertain; but its doctrines were known to all these nations, and it is probable that such of them, as were afterwards introduced into Greece by Pythagoras, were acquired by him in his intercourse with the ancient Magi, during his travels in the East, which was, at that period, the region of all intellectual light. In the earliest ages, almost all the inhabitants of the earth led a pastoral life—were, in fact, merely shepherds; but amongst these shepherds, there naturally arose, from time to time, men of superior intelligence, whose imaginations (purified and strengthened by solitude and the constant communion with nature which grew out of that solitude) led them to the study of those distant worlds, which they saw night after night, appear and disappear in the cloudless vault of the heavens above them.


Of purer lives, more impressionable than we moderns, they were naturally more open to the influences of nature; and all their thoughts being given to the study of the mysteries by which they felt themselves surrounded, the magnetic power in man was revealed to them. This power they (the Kabbalists, or believers in the ancient Kabbala, some of the doctrines of which we shall explain farther on) designated by the various names of ‘Inri,’ ‘Serpent,’ and ‘Lucifer,’ and attributed to the result of astral influences exerted by the planet or planets dominant at the moment of the conception, as well as that of the birth, of the individual exerting it; this astral influence was, in fact, that latent power—that still almost unknown agent—which we moderns recognise under the names of electricity and animal magnetism.


The planets which the ancients supposed to have this power of influence were seven in number: Jupiter, Saturn, the Sun, Mercury, Mars, Venus, and the Moon. It may be objected that science has long since revealed to us many more planets than the seven known to the ancients, but (taking upon ourselves the Kabbalist’s cause to defend) we would observe that Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn are still the most important planets; Uranus would (according to Kabbalistic notions), from its immense distance, lose its influence upon us; and as to the other planets, Vesta, Juno, Ceres, and Pallas, their influences—small as they are—might be supposed to be annihilated by that of the larger celestial bodies of the seven planets recognised in the Ancient Kabbala. The Moon, though so small, might easily be supposed to have on us a more subtle influence in consequence of its extreme nearness to us; we see that influence on the tides, and in other physical matters, whilst of the Sun’s influence on us and the whole creation, there can, of course, be no question.
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