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Why Do Dogs Dig?


Are they digging to China? Looking for buried treasure? Conducting an archaeological excavation? Preparing a foundation for a new doghouse? As obsessively as some dogs dig, it certainly seems as if they must have some higher purpose for digging.


Digging is a perfectly normal behavior for dogs. Your rottweiler, Scottie, or husky isn’t digging to make you angry, he’s just doing what comes naturally. Some dogs are born to dig, especially the terriers, who were bred to seek out underground prey such as moles, foxes, and badgers, and the Nordic breeds, whose ancestors dug snow caves to keep warm in the frozen wastes of their homeland. Digging is a remnant of the survival skills needed by ancient dogs. Before dogs became domesticated, they dug to store or find food and to create shelter for themselves and their pups. When you see your dog dig, you’re watching heredity in action.
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When not given other activities to occupy their minds, terriers and herding, working, or sporting dogs will dig. After all, these are dogs who were bred to have a mission, whether that was to go on rodent search-and-destroy missions, seek out and retrieve game, pull sleds or carts, herd livestock, or stand guard. They need to have a job, and if they aren’t given one, well, digging will have to do.


Some dogs dig simply to mimic their owners whom they see “playing” in the dirt while gardening or doing yard work. Digging is good exercise too. It’s a great workout for a dog’s upper body and legs. We do aerobics, dogs dig.


Among the reasons dogs dig, entertainment, prey, shelter, attention, anxiety, and escape are the more popular. But there is a reason that dogs don’t dig, and that’s for spite. We often think that Max has dug up the yard out of revenge because we don’t spend enough time with him, but, dogs just aren’t programmed that way. While they’re pretty darn smart, they aren’t capable of thinking, I’ll teach him to leave me alone for twelve hours straight. I’ll dig a hole the size of a swimming pool! The belief that dogs do things to get back at us is a myth that should have long since been retired.
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Just because digging is normal, however, doesn’t always make it acceptable. Excessive or inappropriate digging can damage or destroy yards, gardens, carpets, doors, and walls. And a dog who escapes the yard by digging is exposed to such hazards as being hit by a car, attacked by another dog, or shot by an irate neighbor, not to mention the possibilities of unwanted pregnancies or contagious diseases.

OEBPS/Images/fig004.jpg





OEBPS/Images/fig005.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Simple Solutions

mFAmY By Kim Campbell Thornton
A Book llustrations by Buck Jones





OEBPS/Images/fig003.jpg





OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 

   

   
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





