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Introduction





Jumping is fun. Most horses or ponies will jump small obstacles happily, but if a horse is unwilling to jump, or is too excited or nervous to jump safely, it ceases to be fun. When bad jumping is caused by bad riding, or by poor training, some helpful instruction can put it right. But far too often it is uninviting, poorly designed and badly built fences which put horses off jumping – sometimes for ever. Even a well-built obstacle can be dangerous in the wrong place.


Making a fence is not just a matter of carpentry. It has to be planned and sited carefully, according to the area available, the conditions, and the standard of those who will be jumping it. All horses need to practise and ‘warm up’ over something easy, before attempting more challenging or complicated obstacles. Basic knowledge of fence building, common sense, and a little imagination are all useful assets.


A well-designed, solid, and durable jump need not be particularly elaborate or expensive to make, and it can give many years of pleasure. It will also encourage better jumping and cut down the risks of accident and injury.



















The practice field





The size of a jumping practice area is less important than its ground conditions (‘going’). One or two obstacles in a small space – a maximum of 130ft × 65ft (40m × 20m) – and on a good, well-drained surface, is better than lots of fences in a large field that is too rough, or too deep, or too hard, or boggy, or slippery.


Conditions are rarely ideal, so make the most of the area available: fill the holes, improve the drainage, add gravel, sand or shavings where necessary.


Fences designed to be jumped in both directions are especially useful when space is limited. If three jumps can become six they make a course. A smart set of expensive show jumps is unnecessary, but you do need poles, with posts or wings and cups to rest them on.


Horses have more respect for solid-looking jumps than weak, flimsy ones which will scatter, break and need constant re-building. Well-made jumps will also last much longer.


Portable jumps can be moved around, giving variety, but they should look solid and not tip over easily. Always leave enough space for a straight approach and a smooth route to the next fence.


Any natural features can be used to design interesting cross-country-type fences, like ditches, slopes, and dips. If you plan a course of fences, a suitable order might be: small – smallish – bigger – big and testing.
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