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Physical Characteristics of the Finnish Lapphund


(from The Kennel Club breed standard)


Head and Skull: Strong featured, comparatively broad, bitch’s more refined; forehead slightly rounded; stop clearly defined.


Ears: Erect, pointed, medium sized, set far apart, rather broad at base and very mobile.


Eyes: Oval shaped; dark.
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Nose: Black.


Mouth: Jaws strong with perfect, regular and complete scissor bite.


Muzzle: Shorter than skull, straight and slightly tapering when viewed both above and side.


Neck: Medium long, strong, covered with thick hair.


Forequarters: Legs well boned, strong and straight. Elbows level with lowest edge of brisket. Shoulders well laid back.


Feet: Well arched, oval, covered with thick hair.


Body: Firm. Back strong, straight and broad. Brisket deep and long; moderate tuck up.


Tail: Medium length, covered with long hair. Carried curved over the back when dog is moving.


Coat: Profuse. Outer coat long and coarse. Undercoat soft and thick. Shorter on the head and front parts of legs.


Colour: All colours are allowed, but the main colour must dominate. Marks differing from the dominant colour are permitted on head, neck, chest, legs and on tip of tail.


Hindquarters: Strong boned. Strong and straight when viewed from behind. Hock of medium size. Dewclaws permitted.


Size: Height: dogs 46–52 cms (18–20.5 ins) at withers; bitches: 41–47 cms (16–18.5 ins) at withers.
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Author Toni Jackson winning Best in Match with a nine-year-old Finnish Lapphund under judge Juliette Cunliffe during a Rare Breed Match. More and more people around the world are getting to know the outstanding qualities of this fine breed.
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The Finnish Lapphund is both a new and old breed: new, in that it has only been formally recognised as a breed since 1945, when the first breed standard was produced; and old, because dogs of this type are synonymous with reindeer farmers. Cave paintings and early writings show that there have been Arctic spitz breeds in Lapland since 7000 BC. Originally, the dogs would have been a guarding/hunting breed, able to protect the reindeer herds and at the same time hunt for food, no doubt for their own survival and perhaps as an added bonus to their reindeer-farming families. The hunting instinct is still very evident in many of today’s Finnish Lapphunds.


As the relationship between man and dog developed, the dog’s herding instincts became greatly valued and dogs with strong herding skills proved of added value to the farmers, who would breed his best working dogs instead of other dogs. The early reindeer-herding dogs were very important to the reindeer farmers, the dogs being elevated to family-member status. Likewise, a good herding dog was considered a measure of wealth.
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Puuranvaara Cerniila, a true working dog from the Finnish Lapphund-Paimensukuinen line.


For the early dogs, there was no uniformity in terms of their outward appearance and breed type; instead, they were grouped by their ability to work with the reindeer farmers and their ability to survive. With the reindeer farmers and their dogs covering a large geographical area (Lapland, covering northern Sweden, Norway and Finland), the dogs’ type would vary, just as opinions on what made a good dog would vary. Thus, the general appearance and colour could be quite diverse, though the nature of the work and terrain would have ensured that a number of similarities existed across all of the dogs being used for reindeer herding.


In the old Saame writings, there was only one general type of reindeer dog—long in body, somewhat rectangular in shape, with long hair and a straight tail except on the move, when the tail curled up. The colour was very varied, with black with ‘four eyes’ being the most common (reference to the tricolour markings seen today). Other colours like red and brown were considered beautiful. The mottled white did exist, but pure white was not popular as it made it difficult to distinguish the dogs in the snow. Grey was not favoured either, as it was the colour of wolves.


In the 1700s, Carl von Linné and Georges Louis de Buffon categorised the native dogs of Scandinavia into two main groups: the Pystykorva (spitz), which were erect-eared dogs like the Finnish Spitz; and the Paimenkoira, which were the herding dogs. In later years (1868 and 1871), during treks to Lapland, Professor Gustaf von Duben noted that the Lap reindeer farmers used herding dogs, which could be either long-or short-coated. In 1895, the Russian Olenov compared these dogs to the Eskimo dogs, but the herding dogs were much smaller in size and shorter legged.


The war years and the following distemper epidemic had a very devastating effect on these native dogs, and their numbers diminished drastically. After the war, the Finnish Kennel Club created a breed called the Lappish Herder. The size was defined as 52–56 cms (20–22 ins) for dogs and 49–53 cms (19.25–21 ins) for bitches. These Lappish dogs were named Kukonharjulainen, the cockhill type after the main breeder of the time, the kennel Kukonharjun. It is believed that these dogs were produced by crossing the herding dogs with the black and white Karelian Bear Dogs. The resultant dogs were usually black, big and long, with a slim skull similar to that of the black Belgian Shepherd (Groenendael). They also lacked the coat of an Arctic dog. This type of dog was a man-made creation, not truly descended from the original Lapland dogs. Today it would be extremely rare to see any of these Kukonharjulainen dogs in the pedigrees of our modern Lapphunds, as they were largely ignored when the ancestors of today’s dogs were brought down from Lapland.


In the 1950s, the Finnish Kennel Association (Finland’s second major kennel organisation) started to create a breed that was called the Lapponian Herder, which was based on the indigenous reindeer-herding-dog population. The standard of the time quotes the height to be 52–56 cms (20.5–22 ins) for dogs and 49–53 cms (19.25–21 ins) for bitches, and the acceptable colours were defined as black, bear-brown and white. White markings on the feet, chest, throat and tip of tail, plus the familiar brown spots above the eyes, on the legs and under the tail were also accepted. However, grey or red colours were considered to be faults.




REINDEER HERDERS


The Finnish Lapphund was originally bred to herd reindeer in northern Finland. The advance of the use of the motor sled/snowmobile in the winter-time has meant that the dogs are more commonly seen now as family pets than as working dogs. Nevertheless, many breeders continue to promote the working aspects of the breed.
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Peera, working reindeer.


[image: image]


Peera, at ten years of age, a true working dog from the Finnish Lapphund-Paimensukuinen line.
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The Karelian Bear Dog is believed to have been crossed with reindeer-herding dogs to create the Lappish Herder in Finland.


During the years 1959–1961, dogs in the northern reindeer-farming area were scrutinised by official inspectors of the Lappish Kennel District, the Finnish Spitz Organisation and the Finnish Kennel Association, so that the dogs could be categorised under the aforementioned types.
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Notice the differences between the Lapponian Herder, shown here, and the Finnish Lapphund in shape and angulation. The coat is not the only difference that separates the two breeds.
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Head study of a Lapponian Herder (Lapinporokoira).


The Finnish kennel organisations became unified in the early 1960s to form the Finnish Kennel Club, and all of the different Lapphund dogs from all over Finland that were registered with different organisations were accepted into the same breed register (the Y-register). Problems resulted as breeders came to realise that some lines had become shorter coated, while others were definitely long-coated.


The future of the Lappish breeds was reassessed in 1967, and the dogs were separated at shows solely on the basis of their coat lengths. However, this did not fully resolve the issues of type within the breed, so the Finnish Kennel Club decided to transfer the Finnish Lapphunds to the X-register. It was still possible that dogs brought to the south from Lapland could be accepted into this X-register.




LAPPONIAN COUSINS


The Finnish Lapphund and Lapponian Herder were originally considered to be the same breed. The two breeds were separated in the 1960s, and separate standards defined for each.





The breed register in Finland is still open, allowing ‘natural’ unregistered dogs to be admitted to the breed if they meet the standard. This enables breeders to add new bloodlines from the Saame farmers. The dogs must be of true Lapland breed descent and of proven working origins, evaluated by a panel of experts to be ‘natural’ dogs and certified as true Finnish Lapphunds. One such dog turned out to be a sire of tremendous impact on the breed’s gene pool in the UK. Runne (20099/93), a sire introduced to the Lecibsin kennel (from the Norway region of Lapland) in the mid-1990s, became the sire of the UK import Lec. Hankka at Leemax.


Once the breed had been differentiated by coat length, the breeds were actually split in the 1960s, with the short-coated Lapponian Herder (Lapinporokoira) receiving its first official pedigree in 1966, and the Finnish Lapphund being distinguished as a separate breed in 1967. It is interesting to note that the way the reindeer farmers worked began to change at this time. Skidoos began to replace dogs in reindeer herding and the longhaired dogs were no longer considered ideal by the farmer. More often the dogs selected to work alongside the skidoos were of the short-coated variety.


Although the reindeer farmers no longer favoured the longhaired Lapphund, there were others who sought to preserve the breed for families to enjoy in the south. In the 1970s, a new era in breeding started with relatively strong, short and wide-headed dogs with rough, standing coats, which were found in Lapland. Marri Vainio of the Peski kennel is credited with identifying many of these animals from Lapland, as is the Poromiehen kennel.


Herding dogs were no longer used in eastern Lapland, and it was only in the far northwest of Finnish Lapland where dogs were still used in the traditional way. Marri had a good knowledge of the dogs and the dog families of Lapland, and selected individuals with as pure a background as was still possible, demonstrating the breed type of the traditional Lapland herding dog. The pedigrees of two Peski-bred dogs, Peski Muste and Peski Koira, show the key dogs of the time, Runne, Ceepu and Velho Huli. The registration numbers were prefixed by ‘X-’ to show the time when the dogs were taken to the central breed register.
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An example of old Peski lines: the bitch Kuuki (Peski Naappu x Peski Naattu).
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Finnish Ch Peski Tsahpi (Peski Muste x Peski Muotka).


The breed standard was approved in 1975. The ideal size range was defined as 49–55 cms (19.25–21.5 ins) for dogs and 43–49 cms (17–19.25 ins) for bitches. It should be noted that size has continued to be reduced, as further revisions of the standard have been made, with the latest standard quoting 46–52 cms (18–20.5 ins) for dogs and 41–47 cms (16–18.5 ins) for bitches. When the standard was revised in 1993, the name was changed from Lapinkoira to Suomenlapinkoira.


During the 1970s, a number of key sires were introduced to the breeding programmes: Kalikkakaula (X-11/78) was registered in 1978, SF MVA Fredi (SF-27143T/76) in 1976 and Multi Ch Lecibsin Torsti (22374S/77) in 1977. Kalikkakaula is noted as being of unknown parentage on the Finnish Breed Register, but it is known that he was the son of a registered Swedish Lapphund, Tsorni, bred by Juhls and Broome in Kautokeino, Norway.


Breeders soon noticed that the length of the coat was not the only difference between the two breeds known as the Finnish Lapphund and the Lapponian Herder. Other differences included the length-to-height ratio, angulation and tail set. Through the 1980s, the breeds began to differ more in these areas, and the breed we recognise as today’s Finnish Lapphund emerged. Today there is no question that the Finnish Lapphund and Lapponian Herder are two different breeds. Having said that, one must acknowledge that there have been and will be dogs in both breeds that are longer or shorter in body and/or coat than their standards allow, which only proves that the breeds share a common origin. The Lappalaiskoirat ry (Lapphund Club of Finland) was established in 1970 and registered in 1971, and covers the interests of Lapponian Herders, Swedish Lapphunds and Finnish Lapphunds.
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Sarumen, Peera, Cerniila and Narya, from the Pukranveera kennel, pulling the pulka (sleigh).
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Swedish Lapphund.


FINNISH CLUBS


There are two clubs in Finland that have responsibility for the breed, the Lappalaiskoirat ry, which also includes the Lapponian Herder (Lapinporokoira) and the Swedish Lapphund (Ruotsinlapinkoira), and the Paimensukuisen Lapinkoiran Seura.





The story does not end there, as there were many people who believed that these ‘new’ Lapphunds were too short and too heavily coated. They wanted to have a type of Finnish Lapphund that was more akin in type to its short-coated relative, the Lapponian Herder. Within this group of breeders, there are those who believe that only these lines are from proven herding stock, and that the modern Finnish Lapphund is not. The author disputes this, since we know that both are derived from actual working dogs brought down from Lapland, and the Peski dogs are seen throughout many Lapphund pedigrees, be they ‘working’ or ‘show’ type. However, by selective breeding from a restricted pool of some 29-stem dogs, this group of people developed a breed within the Finnish Lapphund breed called Paimensukuinen Lapinkoira, which simply translates as ‘working Finnish Lapphunds.’ The dogs of the ‘working lines’ are perhaps less uniform in type, and within the group no single colour is favoured; practically no colour is deemed to be a fault. There have been a number of attempts to separate the types as different breeds without success.


Of course, when you look back through the generations of pedigrees of all of the Lapphunds, you will see that both Finnish Lapphunds and Paimensukuinen Lapinkoira share the same ancestry (along with the Lapponian Herder), and that type and working ability vary through both factions of the breed. The simple fact that the current-day show dogs were also developed from dogs brought down from Lapland, of which many were reindeer herders, shows that their working ability also must be present. The Aarnipuro line of Jakke Aarnipuro included the black male Musti (79304/81) who was working as a reindeer herder but also went on to become a show champion. Many of today’s show dogs resemble him in type.


The Paimensukuinen Lapinkoiran Seura (Society for the Original Reindeer Herder) was founded in 1981 and seeks to preserve these Paimensukuinen lines, independent of the other Finnish Lapphunds. In 2000, approximately 120 Paimensukuinen puppies were born in Finland out of the total 700-plus Finnish Lapphunds registered with the Finnish Kennel Club.


Under the PEVISA system in Finland, all breeding stock must be health-screened before being used in breeding programmes. The hips are x-rayed and scored on a range of A to E (A being good, E being poor), and the eyes are tested for signs of progressive retinal atrophy (PRA) and hereditary cataracts (HC). This routine testing of eyes did not really start until many of the key dogs had been heavily used at stud, and the subsequent identification of a number of PRA-affected animals then had a large impact on the breeding programmes of many kennels both at in Finland and abroad. In 2001, from approximately 2402 Finnish Lapphunds tested in Finland, 2.25% were identified with PRA and 3.41% with HC.


[image: image]


The Swedish Lapphund is also a spitz-type herding breed, developed in the Swedish region of Lapland.


The Finnish Lapphund Club of Finland (Lappalaiskoirat ry) maintains a list of all health test results. Pedigrees of all PRA-and HC-affected animals are routinely reported in the club’s yearbooks. Affected animals are noted by adding the abbreviation PRA or HC after the name, e.g. Lecibsin Torsti PRA. In the case of PRA, as the method of inheritance is believed to be through a simple recessive gene, both parents of an affected animal and any offspring are known to be carriers. These are similarly noted by an asterisk after their name, e.g. Kalikkakaula*.
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Multi Ch Lecibsin Torsti.
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The UK’s first import, the bitch Lecibsin Loru at Sulyka.


THE FINNISH LAPPHUND IN THE UK


The story started in 1989, when Roger and Sue Dunger (Sulyka kennel) fell in love with the breed while on a trip to Finland. They imported the first Lapphund from the successful Lecibsin kennels, this being the bitch Lecibsin Loru. Loru was to become the UK’s foundation bitch. At this time, the UK was subject to strict quarantine regulations for dogs imported, and it was decided that a sensible way to increase numbers and bloodlines was to import a bitch in whelp through quarantine. The Dungers took the advice of Jukka Kuusisto of the Lecibsin kennels and were very fortunate to be able to ‘borrow’ the top-winning bitch of the time, Multi Ch Lecibsin Hissukka, who was mated to Finnish Ch Fohrmans Hermanni. Hissukka only stayed briefly in quarantine, to whelp and wean her litter of five pups, before returning to Finland to continue her winning show career. From this litter came the tricoloured male Sulyka Lecibsin Nilla, who was mated to Loru, to produce a number of key Lapphunds in the UK.


Their first litter in November 1992 produced the striking tricoloured bitch Sulyka Mischa at Elbereth (owned by author Toni Jackson of the Elbereth kennels); Mischa became the top-winning Lapphund in the UK. Mischa has also been shown in Finland and was graded excellent and awarded a Certificate quality ribbon. At the Belgium International show in 2001, Mischa was awarded the CAC/CACIB at nine years of age.
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Multi Ch Lecibsin Hissukka was imported in whelp to the UK, where she produced an important litter before returning home to Finland. She is shown here as a veteran in Finland.


From a subsequent repeat mating of Nilla to Loru, the tricoloured male Sulyka Valio is Curdeleon (owned by J and P Chetwynd of the Curdeleon kennel) was born. Along with the author’s Mischa, he dominated the show ring in the 1990s and became the breed’s top-winning male. From these two matings, no less than seven dogs/bitches were awarded Best of Sex or Best of Breed awards at major UK shows, to ensure Loru and Nilla were the UK’s Top Rare Breed Brood Bitch and Stud Dog throughout the midto late 1990s.


Further importations in the mid-1990s included the brown and tan dog Staalon Runne of Sulyka and the black and tan dog Tsinghuan Poarka at Chelville, plus three bitches—the cream Shezadun Abjatar at Chelville, the red sable Kutrin Lumo at Chelville and the wolf sable Lecibsin Hanka at Leemax. Runne was to become the breed’s most popular sire of the 1990s, siring nine different litters, but sadly one of the resultant pups was diagnosed with suspected PRA. With a similar suspected case found in a bitch produced by the first Loru x Nilla mating, this diagnosis meant that UK breeders had to think carefully about future breeding programmes.


The new imports brought additional colours to the gene pool, which meant that breeders were now able to produce a wide variety of the colours seen in the breed. Shezadun Abjatar at Chelville (imported by Mr and Mrs C Muzzelle of the Chelville kennels) produced the successful cream male, Chelville Saame, who was the breed’s first cream to be awarded a Best of Sex award at a major UK show. In 1999, the Muzzelles imported two further bitches, the Finnish Ch Eetla and Staalon Kidda. Eetla came into quarantine, having been mated in Finland to Orso Farm Maahinen and whelped a litter of four.
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A well-known and influential sire in the UK, Sulyka Lecibsin Nilla.
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Staalon Runne of Sulyka, photographed in quarantine, was imported into the UK.


Happily arriving later, Staalon Kidda came under the Balai directive. Eetla was a different colour again to that already seen in the UK, being more black/bear brown with the eye rim spectacles often seen in the breed. Two of her progeny from this litter, Chelville Tapio and Chelville Eija, were later to return to Finland for a short time, where they earned their Finnish championship titles. By the end of the 1990s, the breed numbers in the UK were just over 150.


In February 2000, the UK’s quarantine regulations were reexamined and the government introduced an alternative method for importing rabies-free stock to the UK, a scheme named the Pet Passport Scheme. This scheme enabled dogs that had been microchipped, rabies-vaccinated and blood-tested to be imported to the UK without the need for a six-month quarantine, provided that six months had passed since the relevant blood test. This scheme was a more attractive way of introducing dogs to the UK.


The first pioneer of this scheme for the breed was the bitch Sulyka Mischa at Elbereth, who flew to Finland in February 2000 to be mated to Finnish Ch Lumiturpa Nörri (owned by Matti Takanen). Mischa returned home after the mating and duly produced a litter of eight puppies in the UK.


The wolf sable bitch, Lumiturpa Seita (Glenchess kennels); the wolf sable dog, Shacal Kehu (Pennardane kennels); the red sable dog, Lapinlumon Esikuva (Carlacot kennels) and the tricoloured dog, Finnish Ch Heldalan Fidel (Hildrek kennels) were imported under the Pet Passport Scheme in 2001, further increasing the bloodlines available in the UK. Fidel was later identified with PRA, so he will not be used at stud in the UK, but the two young males have already started to be used as sires. By 2001, the UK’s population of Finnish Lapphunds had passed 180. Two dogs bred in the UK have been exported, one to Australia and one to Holland, and there are also a number of Lapphunds living in Ireland.


In May 1994, a small band of enthusiasts founded The Finnish Lapphund Club of Great Britain, and in November 1995 the club was provisionally recognised by The Kennel Club. The club’s aim is to protect and further the interests of the breed in the UK.


THE FINNISH LAPPHUND IN DENMARK


The first Finnish Lapphund arrived in Denmark in 1982. Turid Uthaug, who had been involved in breeding Lapphunds in Lapland, had lived there for many years and helped Marri Vainio collect dogs for the famous Peski kennel breeding programme. Indeed, Turid was in Finland when it all began with this breed, so, when she moved to Denmark, she imported about 15 dogs from the Peski kennels. Her kennel name, Koira, means ‘dog’ in Finnish, and under this name about 100 Finnish Lapphunds were bred until she stopped in the late 1980s. Thanks to her efforts, breeders in Denmark had a very good foundation for the breed from one of the oldest kennels in Finland.
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The author, Toni Jackson of Elbereth Kennels, with one of her winning Finnish Lapphunds.


Two other kennels started at nearly the same time, also with imports from the Peski kennels. Of course, other breeders based their foundation stock on dogs from the kennel Koira, but it was not until the early 1990s that the breed became more well known and several new breeders came along, and more dogs started to attend the shows and get noticed.

OEBPS/Images/f0009-01.jpg
HISTORY OF THE

FINNISH LAPPHUND





OEBPS/Images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0011-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0023-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0021-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0007-03.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0020-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0020-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0021-01.jpg





OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 

   

   
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/Images/f0018-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0017-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0019-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0019-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0014-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0015-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0015-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
FINNISH LAPPHUND

Finnish
Lapphund

e =
-3

SPECIAL RARE-BREED EDITION
A COMPREHENSIVE OWNER’S GUIDE





OEBPS/Images/f0012-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0013-01.jpg





