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INTRODUCTION



Amigurumi is the Japanese art of crocheting small, stuffed creatures made of yarn. Literally speaking, ami means “knitted” or “crocheted” and nuigurumi means “stuffed doll.” It has become vastly popular over the last decade, with people able to sell finished products for over $100! More often than not, you will come across adorable translations of your favorite characters, or cartoon versions of real-life animals that make them even cuter than you could possibly imagine. Then, of course, there’s the other end of the spectrum, with people taking inanimate objects and giving them the same treatment. Really, the possibilities are endless, and it’s super simple, worked mostly in single crochets in the round. With over 30 projects to choose from, there’s enough in this book to keep you busy for a long time. So pick up your hook, select your yarn, and get crocheting!
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These star ratings indicate difficulty level, so pick a pattern based on your ability:
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Teddy bear
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Little dress-up doll


[image: Illustration]


Baby sloth
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Prairie bunny
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Tiny princess
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Rob the raptor
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Happy horse
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Rachel doll
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Tiny luck elephant
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Proud lion
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Magical unicorn
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Yeti & Bigfoot
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Chubby baby
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Trio of dinosaurs
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Little bunny
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Pearl the dolphin
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Snail, frog & log
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Jumbo doll
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Baby guinea pigs
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Flemish giant rabbit
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Soccer captain
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Giant mouse
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Cup of bear
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Halloween rat
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Wedding dolls
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Chubby Santa & elf
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Throughout this book, all crochet patterns and tutorials use US rather than UK terminology. For notes on converting between US and UK terms, see here. There’s also a handy list of common abbreviations here for your guidance.








Get a grip on the basics


Yarns


Amigurumi kit bag


How to read a pattern


Foundation chain


Working into subsequent rows


Yarn over


Slip stitch


Single crochet


Double crochet


Half double crochet


Treble (or triple) crochet


Starting in the round


Increasing


Decreasing


Working in the round


Amigurumi gauge


Fixing mistakes


Fastening off


Join a new yarn


Joining amigurumi


A crochet hook can feel a bit unnatural in your hand at first, but you’ll soon get used to the way it feels.
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Yarns



From bulky wool to fingering-weight acrylic, there is a wide variety of yarns with which you can crochet.


To begin crocheting, all you need are two essential pieces of equipment: a crochet hook and a ball of yarn. The yarn that you decide to use will play a part in determining which hook you will work with, so let’s start by looking at the many types of yarn available to you.


Yarns are made with a wide variety of fibers; most are natural, some are synthetic, and others blend different fibers together. All yarns have different textures and properties, and will affect the look and feel of your finished project. For example, wool is stretchy and tough, alpaca is soft and luxurious, while natural and synthetic blends are durable with other enhanced properties.


When choosing a yarn, you also need to consider its thickness, usually called its weight. Different weights affect the appearance of your project and the number of stitches needed.


When learning to crochet, it’s a good idea to start with a medium-weight yarn that feels comfortable in your hand and is smooth but not too slippery. A yarn described as worsted, Aran, or 10-ply in wool or a wool blend is ideal.
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Wool


Wool is very warm and tough, which makes it great for winter wear. It can be fine and soft or rough and scratchy, but will soften with washing. It’s mostly affordable, durable, and a good choice for the new crocheter.


[image: Illustration]


Mohair


Mohair is a silk-like fiber that comes from the Angora goat. It’s a yarn that dyes particularly well and is commonly blended with other fibers. It makes for fantastic winter garments, as it is warm and durable.
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Alpaca


With long and fine fibers, alpaca yarn can sometimes be hairy looking, but it is one of the warmest and most luxurious wools out there. It is also incredibly soft and comes in varieties, such as baby and royal, which are even softer.
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Cotton


This natural vegetable fiber is typically less elastic than wool, and is known for its robustness and washability. Cotton has a lovely stitch definition when crocheted, and is good for homewares and bags. However, it can be a bit hard on the hands.
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Acrylic


Made from polyacrylonitrile, acrylic yarn is both affordable and washable. This synthetic yarn is very soft to the touch and comes in a wide variety of colors and textures. Acrylic is commonly blended with other yarns to add durability.
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Natural and synthetic blends


Blending natural and manmade fibers often creates yarns that are stronger and more versatile. It can also enhance their appearance, making them shinier or more vibrant. Blended yarns are often washable, making them great for garments for children.


Yarn weights
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Did you know?


Every ball of yarn comes with a recommended hook size, which is printed on the label. It is suggested for amigurumi that you should use a smaller hook to keep the gauge tight so you can’t see the stuffing.
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Amigurumi kit bag



Although just a hook and a ball of yarn will get you pretty far in crochet, many other helpful tools are available.




Top tip!


If you need to use a stitch marker but don’t have one on hand, a scrap of yarn tied in a loop around the stitch or even a bobby pin make great substitutes.
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Case


You will only need a small case to keep all your crochet tools together, and ones designed with crochet tools in mind can be found at most craft stores. These will most likely be fitted with multiple elastic straps to keep your hooks and tools in place. However, as crochet hooks are small, you could use a pencil case (as pictured below) to keep everything in one place.
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Row counter


Row counters are used for marking how many rows you’ve worked. Just turn it once when you finish a row and it will keep track for you.


Scissors


A sharp pair of scissors is one of the most important tools a crocheter can keep on hand, as you will use them frequently for cutting yarn. Try to avoid using a blunt pair, as this can cause yarn to fray, making it difficult to work with.
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Yarn needles


Also called a tapestry needle or a darning needle, this handy tool will be useful for finishing off your projects neatly. As these needles are thick, blunt-tipped, and have a large eye to fit the yarn into, they are the perfect tool for weaving in ends and stitching pieces together, giving a professional finish to your pieces.
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Stitch markers


With multiple uses, stitch markers are some of the handiest tools a crocheter can keep in their kit bag. Their main purpose is to mark stitches. Place one in the first stitch of a row so you don’t lose your place in a pattern.
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Safety eyes


To make sure that the toys you make are suitable for children, use safety eyes, as they won’t come out even when tugged on!


Fiberfill


For stuffing your amigurumi projects, you will need toy stuffing, also known as fiberfill. You can buy it in craft stores or simply use the stuffing from a pillow!
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Hook sizes


Hook sizes are measured by the width across the shank. In the US, hooks are listed with letter and number sizes that correspond to the mm measurements used for UK hooks. The smallest sizes measure around 2mm, while the largest sizes measure over 20mm. The table below shows how the US and UK sizes compare. The size of hook you will need is related to the thickness of yarn that you use— thicker yarns need larger hooks. It is suggested that you use a smaller hook than recommended for amigurumi projects—the patterns will tell you what this smaller hook size is for each project.


Hook size table:






	US size


	UK size







	B/1


	2mm, 2.25mm







	C/2


	2.5mm, 2.75mm







	D/3


	3mm, 3.25mm







	E/4


	3.5mm







	F/5


	3.75mm, 4mm







	G/6


	4mm, 4.25mm







	G/7


	4.5mm







	H/8


	5mm







	I/9


	5.5mm







	J/10


	6mm







	K/10 1/2


	6.5mm, 7mm







	L/11


	8mm







	M/13


	9mm







	N,P/15


	10mm








Hook materials


As well as varying in size and style, crochet hooks also come in a variety of materials, most commonly metal, plastic, and wood—each with their own set of pros and cons. You can also get hooks that come with a rubber handle, which provide a more comfortable grip for larger projects. To determine which type of hook is best for you, give each a try to see which feels the most comfortable in your hand before you invest in multiple sizes.





How to read a pattern



Most crochet projects are made by following a pattern. Although they may look daunting at first, they’re easy to read once you understand the terms.


When you’ve decided on what you want your first crochet project to be—whether it’s a simple scarf or an amigurumi character— you will most likely follow a pattern to create it. Patterns are the instructions that tell you what stitches to use and how to combine them to make the item you’re working on. You can find amigurumi patterns starting here in this book.


As crochet patterns are written in shorthand, to the untrained eye they can just look like meaningless lists of jumbled letters, but they’re actually pretty accessible once you’ve mastered the terms. They are written this way so they won’t take up too much space on the page, and also to make them easier to follow. Instead of a long list of words that you could easily lose your place in, patterns are concise and simple to read. All patterns should follow the same conventions, so once you’ve learned how to read them, any that you pick up should make sense. Read on to learn all about crochet patterns.


Starting instructions


At the top of a stitch pattern will normally be very important information that you need to know before beginning work on the pattern. This will include what size hook and weight of yarn is recommended, as well as the gauge. There may also be information about any special stitches you need and any uncommon abbreviations.


To begin your pattern, the first instruction will usually be to create a foundation chain (for working in rows) or a chain circle or magic ring (for working in the round). If you are not working to exact measurements laid out in the pattern, you will be told to make a foundation chain in a multiple. This is needed to ensure that any repeats don’t get cut off halfway through when you come to the end of a row, as well as a small number of stitches for the turning chain. For example, “ch a multiple of 6 sts plus 3” means you need to chain any multiple of six (6, 12, 18, 24, etc.), plus three more chains at the end for the turning chain.


Rows and rounds


Crochet is always worked either in rows or rounds, and patterns give you the instructions for what you should do in each row or round you are about to create. They will be numbered (Row 1, Row 2 or Rnd 1, Rnd 2, etc.) to make it easy for you to keep your place when working through the list. At the end of each instruction, the number of stitches you should have worked in that round/row will be given. If you have crocheted more or fewer than this, then you know a mistake has been made. This gives you an opportunity to correct it before you move on.


Working into specific stitches


As well as telling you which stitch to make next, a pattern will also tell you where to make it.


If the pattern says to work into the next stitch, you need to crochet into the very next stitch. For example, “dc in next st” means double crochet in the next stitch.


If it says to work a multiple of stitches into a multiple number of stitches, you need to crochet the same stitch however many times it asks for into the number of stitches it asks you to. For example, “2 tr in next 2 sts” means make two treble crochets in the next stitch and two treble crochets in the one after it, for a total of four stitches made.


When different stitch types are given in parentheses, you need to make all of the stitches given in the stitch it’s asking you to. For example, “(tr, ch, tr) in next st” means make a treble crochet in the next stitch, then chain, then treble crochet in the same stitch as the first treble crochet.


If a pattern asks you to work a stitch into a specific stitch, then you skip all the ones that come before and work it into the top of the stitch it’s asking you to. For example, ‘dc in next tr’ means double crochet in the next treble crochet, no matter what comes before it in the row.


If a pattern asks you to work the next stitch into a chain space (ch-sp), then you need to insert your hook in the space underneath a loop that was created by a chain in the row below.


Repeats


Instead of writing out repeated instructions, they will be identified in patterns either using parentheses or an asterisk (or other symbol), followed by an instruction of how many times they should be repeated within your chosen pattern.


Repeated instructions given in parentheses—for example, “(2 dc in next st, tr in next st) 4 times”—means that the sequence inside the parentheses needs to be followed, from beginning to end, as many times as identified by the number outside the parentheses. In this case, four times.


Repeated instructions identified with an asterisk—for example, “*tr in next 4 chs, ch 2, sk next 2 chs; rep from * 3 times”—means that the sequence that begins at the asterisk and ends at the semicolon needs to be followed, and then repeated the number of times stated. So in this case, the instruction will be followed four times.


Repeated instructions can also direct that they be worked until the end of the row, or until the last few stitches. For example, “*3tr in next st, ch 2, dc in next st; rep from * across to last 2 sts, tr in last 2 sts” means you repeat the sequence between the asterisk and semicolon until you reach the last two stitches of the row (or round), at which point you end the repeat and follow the further instructions.


There is no stitch called a single crochet (sc) in UK terminology.


Multiple sizes


A pattern may offer you multiple sizes to make something in, which is particularly common with items for infants and young children. When this happens, the information for the smallest size will be given first with the rest following in parentheses. For example, “Size: Small (medium, large) ch 40 (48, 56).”


This means that to make the smallest item, you need to follow the first instruction, for the medium size, the first instruction inside the parentheses, and for the largest, the second instruction given inside the parentheses. Make sure to not use the wrong instruction, or else you may find the garment won’t fit.




US/UK terminology


Follow the pattern


Confusingly, patterns that are printed in Britain and other places that follow UK naming conventions use different terms to describe stitches than patterns printed in North America. To make things even more difficult, the same name is used to mean different stitches under either convention. Most patterns will state whether they are using US or UK terminology at the start, but if not, checking the pattern’s country of origin may be a good place to start in finding out which convention is being used. A handy trick to remember is that there is no stitch called a single crochet (sc) in UK terminology, so if you see this on the pattern, then you know it is using US naming conventions. NOTE: Everything in this book uses US terminology.


Always make sure you check whether a crochet pattern uses US or UK crochet terms—or you’ll find yourself very confused.









	US


	UK







	Chain (ch)


	Chain (ch)







	Single crochet (sc)


	Double crochet (dc)







	Half double crochet (hdc)


	Half treble crochet (hdc)







	Double crochet (dc)


	Treble crochet (tr)







	Treble (or triple) crochet (tr)


	Double treble crochet (dtr)







	Slip stitch (ss or sl st)


	Slip stitch (ss or sl st)
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Foundation chain



When working in rows or starting certain patterns in the round, you will need to create a foundation chain to work your first row of stitches into.


Make a chain Start your very first stitch
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01 Start with a slipknot


The first step is to create a slipknot on your hook.
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02 Yarn over


Move your hook underneath your yarn to create a yarn over.
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03 Pull through


Move the hook back through the loop already on your hook, making sure to catch the working yarn. You have now made your first chain.
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04 Keep going


Repeat Steps 2 and 3 to make more chains. Hold the stitches you’ve already made in your left hand close to the hook for stability. Your pattern will tell you how many you need to chain.





Make the chain correctly Don’t let it get tangled
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01 Even stitches


Try to make all the chains a similar size to ensure you are making a strong foundation for your piece. If some are very loose and others aren’t, the effect will be a wavy edge to your piece. This will take some practice.
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The wrong way


It’s best to keep the chains quite loose to begin with, as tight chains will be very difficult to make stitches into when it comes to the next row, as you will struggle to insert your hook into them and pull it through again.
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Counting chains


When beginning a project, the pattern you are following will tell you how many chains you need to create, either in total or as a multiple. It’s important to create exactly the right number, as getting this wrong will mean you have to unravel your work when you find out you’ve either got too many or not enough at the end of your first row. To count the chains, identify the Vs on the side that’s facing you. Each of these is one chain. The V above the slipknot is your first chain, but do not count the loop on your hook. This is the working loop and does not count as a chain. If you are creating a very long chain, it might help to mark every ten or 20 stitches with a stitch marker.


Turning chain height


Different stitches need different heights of turning chains, which accommodates for the height of the stitch about to be made itself. However, the standard turning chain heights may not always work for you, as it depends on how loosely or tightly you create chain stitches. If you find your turning chains bulge out of the fabric, try chaining one less than specified. Alternatively, if they are tight and distorting the edge of the fabric, try chaining one more than specified. Use the table to find the standard turning chain lengths for basic stitches.






	Stitch (US)


	Number of turning chains







	Single crochet (sc)


	1







	Half double crochet (hdc)


	2







	Double crochet (dc)


	3







	Treble crochet (tr)


	4








Chain anatomy Get to know the parts of the chain
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01 Front of the chain


Looking at the front side of your chain, you will see a row of sideways Vs, each with a top loop and a bottom loop.
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02 Back of the chain


When you look at the back side of the chain, you will see a line of bumps in between the loops. These are called the back bumps.


Under the top loop Use the most common way to work the chain




Top tip!


Be careful when making your first chain loops as it can be easy to twist them. It should look uniform all the way up; if it doesn’t, you won’t be able to work the stitches.
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01 Find the top loop


For this method, hook under the top loop only.
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02 Insert your hook


Move your hook to insert it under the top loop of a V.


Under the top loop and back bump Work the chain differently
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01 Under two


Hooking under both the top loop and the back bump is sometimes referred to as the top two loops of the chain.




Top tip!


Working under the top loop is the easiest method for beginners, but does not create as neat an edge as working under the back bumps.
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02 Insert your hook


Move your hook to insert it under the back bump and top loop of a chain.


Under the back bump Work the chain in reverse
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01 Find the back bump


Turn over your chain so that the back bumps are facing you.
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02 Insert your hook


Move your hook to insert it under the back bump.





Working into subsequent rows



When you’ve completed your first row, the only way is up. The next step is to build on the row you’ve just worked.


To work into the row you’ve just crocheted, you will first need to crochet a turning chain (t-ch), which you can learn how to create here. When you’ve made this the length suggested on the pattern for the stitch that you are working, you will then crochet into the row you just created in a very similar way to working into the foundation chain.


When looking at the top of the row, you will see the Vs of the stitches. To work into the next row, you can either crochet under the back loop, under the front loop, or under both loops of the stitch on the row below. If your pattern doesn’t specify which loops to work into, the standard way is to insert your hook under both, as crocheting under one creates a ridge along the base of the row from the unworked loops.




Top tip!


There can be several V shapes when looking at your yarn. To identify your stitch, look at the hook and where the threads meet from that loop—work into that V.
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Under the front and back loops
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01 Under both


Hooking under the front and back loops of the stitch is the most common way to work into a row.
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02 Insert your hook


After the turning chain (as illustrated in Step 1), insert your hook so that it goes in under both the front and back loops of the V.


Under the front loops only (flo)
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01 Identify the front loop


Working into the front loop of the V only creates a ridge along the bottom of the row on the side of the work that is facing away from you.
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02 Insert your hook


Make sure your hook only goes under the front loop of the V.


Under the back loops only (blo)
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01 Identify the back loop


Working into the back loop of the V only creates a ridge along the bottom of the row on the side of the work that’s facing you.
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02 Insert your hook


Make sure your hook only goes under the back loop on the V.





Yarn over



This is the single most basic step in creating crochet stitches, and a technique that’s important to master before moving on.


Make a yarn over Master the essential crochet technique
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01 Move your hook, not the yarn


While it sounds like a yarn over (yo) should be made by moving the yarn over the hook, it’s easier to keep the yarn still and guide the crochet hook around it. With your hook in your right hand and the working yarn in your left, pass your hook underneath the yarn from right to left.
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The wrong way


Moving the hook under the yarn from left to right will make creating stitches incredibly difficult, and if you do manage it, then the stitches that you have created will become twisted and tangled.
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02 Make another


There will be times when you need to yarn over twice, and to do this, just repeat the motion from Step 1, making sure to move the hook from right to left.
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03 Three loops


After two yarn overs, there will be three loops on your hook: the working loop and the two that you just made by wrapping the yarn over twice.


04 Drawing up a loop


To draw up a loop, you need to insert your hook into the stitch indicated on your pattern, create a yarn over, and then move your hook back through the work, making sure to catch the yarn over in the throat of your hook. There will now be two loops on your hook—the loop that you have just drawn up and the one you started with.





Slip stitch



While rarely used on its own to create a pattern, this versatile stitch is really handy for joining stitches and moving the position of the hook and yarn without adding height.


Make a slip stitch Work a stitch made for construction not height
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01 Foundation chain


Make a foundation chain to the required length. For a precise number of stitches, chain that many plus one. Identify the second chain from your hook.
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02 Into chain


Insert your hook into the second chain from the hook. Yarn over (yo).
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03 Draw up a loop


Pull your hook back through the chain. There should be two loops on your hook.
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04 Pull through


Avoiding the urge to yarn over, continue to pull the yarn through the second loop on the hook. You have completed the stitch and should have one loop on your hook.





Single crochet



The easiest crochet stitch creates short and compact stitches.


Single crochet (sc) is a very important stitch in crochet as it is one of the simplest, and therefore the one that most crocheters tend to learn to use first. Mastering this stitch will also help you when it comes to creating taller stitches, as most are created by just adding steps to the method for making a single crochet. Using only single crochets creates a very compact, dense fabric, which makes it great for thick, warm winter garments. It is also the most common stitch in amigurumi and toy making, as the compact fabric created is very good for holding stuffing in. For these types of projects, be sure to use a smaller hook than recommended by the yarn manufacturer (see here).


If you plan to single crochet into a foundation chain, as we will in this tutorial, then you will need to make one more chain than the number of stitches you want to create, as the first stitch is never worked into the first chain from the hook. However, this will be accounted for in a pattern, so always chain the number stated.


Make a single crochet The essential amigurumi stitch
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01 Foundation chain


Make a foundation chain to the required length. If you just want to practice, start by making about 20 chains. If you want to make a piece exactly 20 stitches wide, chain 21.
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02 Insert hook


Identify the second chain from your hook and then insert your hook here.
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03 Draw up a loop


Yarn over (yo), then draw up a loop. You will now have two loops on your crochet hook.
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04 Pull through two


Yarn over and then draw the yarn through both loops on the hook so you have one loop left on your hook. You have completed the stitch.




Top tip!


For your single crochet turning chain, you only need to complete one stitch to take the row up before working your next single crochets.
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05 Keep going


Continue making single crochets by inserting your hook into each remaining chain and repeating Steps 3 and 4. When you have finished the row, chain one.
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06 Time to turn


Turn your work counterclockwise, so that the next stitches ready to be worked into are to the left of the hook.
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07 Start a new row


Identify the first stitch of the row (not the turning chain). Insert your hook here.
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Lace, fingering, 1-ply  Extremely light, lace yarn produces a very delicate Lace 8/ 225mm
to 3-ply texture on a US 0 (2mm) hook. A bigger hook will
produce a more open fabric.

Fine, sport, baby, 5-ply  Fine yarn is great for socks, and can also be used in Light jumpers, El4to7 35-45mm
items that feature slightly more delicate textures. babywear, socks,
accessories

Medium, worsted, Aran, ~ With many yarns in this thickness using a variety of Sweaters, cabled 19toK/10%  55-6.5mm
Afghan, 10-ply to12-ply fibers to make them machine washable, worsted yarn ~ garments, blankets,
is good for garments with thick cabled detail and for hats, scarves, mittens

functional items.

Super bulky, super Commonly used with very large hooks, super bulky yarn ~ Heavy blankets, rugs, M/13+ omm+
chunky, roving, 14-ply  crochets very quickly. Large stitches make mistakes easy thick scarves
to 16-ply to spot.
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