

[image: ]




[image: ]





 


 


 


© 2025 by Curious Fox Books™, an imprint of Fox Chapel Publishing Company, Inc.


Famous Women in History: Sybil Ludington is a revision of Wonder Women: Heroines of History: Sybil Ludington, published in 2019 by Purple Toad Publishing, Inc. Reproduction of its contents is strictly prohibited without written permission from the rights holder.


Paperback ISBN 979-8-89094-150-3


Hardcover ISBN 979-8-89094-151-0


eISBN 978-1-63741-570-2


Library of Congress Control Number: 2024947179


To learn more about the other great books from Fox Chapel Publishing, or to find a retailer near you, call toll-free 800-457-9112, send mail to , 903 Square Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552, or visit us at www.FoxChapelPublishing.com.


We are always looking for talented authors. To submit an idea, please send a brief inquiry to acquisitions@foxchapelpublishing.com.


Fox Chapel Publishing makes every effort to use environmentally friendly paper for printing.







CONTENTS


Chapter One


Old Enough to Be a Hero


Colonel Henry Ludington


Chapter Two


Teen Spirit


Enoch Crosby, Spy


Chapter Three


The Female Paul Revere


Paul Revere, Silversmith and Spy


Chapter Four


Whatever Happened to Sybil Ludington?


Why Was the Revolutionary War Important?


Chapter Five


Honoring Sybil Ludington


Having a Voice


Timeline


Chapter Notes


Further Reading


Books


Works Consulted


On the Internet


Glossary





OLD ENOUGH TO
BE A HERO



CHAPTER ONE


BANG! The door of Sybil Ludington’s New York home was thrown open so fast, it slammed into the wall. She’d been sleeping a moment before, but now she was wide awake. Who would visit her family’s farm so late at night, and why were they making so much noise? It was nearly 9:00 p.m., a strange time for a visitor.


“What is it?” Sybil’s father asked as he headed for the disturbance. He stood tall and straight like the commander he was.


The newcomer did not speak. He was bent over with his hands on his knees. He was exhausted; his legs shook, and he smelled of sweat.


“Out with it, man!” Sybil’s father, Colonel Henry Ludington, demanded. “What is the news from Danbury?” He kept his voice low, despite his urgent tone. Sybil’s mother and her 11 siblings were still sound asleep.
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Farms were great places to grow up for the most part. Once their chores were done, children could play outside. Children like Sybil often grew up with their first friends being their siblings and the animals on the farm. This was also where children learned many of their life skills, such as cooking and cleaning for girls or hunting and chopping firewood for boys.
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Unlike many military men of his rank, Colonial Ludington was well liked by almost everybody who met him.








“They . . . they are attacking,” the messenger gasped for air. “The British are already in Danbury. They are setting homes on fire. The people of Danbury need help!”


Oh, no! Danbury, Connecticut, was where the 7th Regiment of the Dutchess County Militia had moved all their food, tents, and clothing. Without those supplies, they would not be able to continue fighting. The men had just stashed these supplies and returned to their homes. The time for spring planting was near, and their families needed them.


“We must gather the militia,” Colonel Henry said. “You!” He pointed at the messenger with intensity. “You must tell the Seventh of this attack. Tell them they must get to Danbury with utmost haste!”


“I cannot,” said the man, as he finally straightened. Unlike Colonel Henry, his hands shook. “I have just come a very long way, and I do not know this area. If you send me, the Seventh may very well be too late to Danbury!”


Sybil’s father looked at the messenger with frustration, then at the ceiling as if he were praying for patience. Then, he turned in Sybil’s direction. In his eyes, she saw the same confidence he put in his men and the spies who regularly visited their home. He was putting that trust in her now.
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Central Danbury as seen from atop Deer Hill in 1777. The building near the middle, with the tallest spire, is the Universalist Church. To the right of the church is the jail.








“I know the area and I can ride hard,” she said, her sleepiness forgotten. “Let me do this.”


“You’re young,” he said.


“I’m sixteen.” Sybil crossed her arms. “That’ll have to be old enough.”


A moment later, she was outside saddling her horse, Star. The animal knew the hills just as well as she did. There wasn’t enough time for words between Sybil and her father. Instead, he handed her a stick. She nodded. Sybil knew how important her mission was. It seemed that Star did, too. Together, they rode the fastest and hardest they’d ever gone.
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Panic forced many to take action when news of a British advance arrived. Here, General Philip Schuyler’s wife, Catherine, sets fire to their wheat fields to keep them from the enemy. A messenger warns her of the British nearby. Later, the British burned down her house.
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