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FOREWORD


The exploits of the national side during the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia no doubt inspired a generation, leading many to believe that some 54 years after first winning the competition the England team might be on the verge of finally repeating the feat. It was not to be, with the 2018 team falling at the same hurdle as their 1990 counterparts and leaving the 1966 class as still the only World Cup winners (at least at football, for as is well known, my nephew Ben Cohen was part of the England rugby team which won their World Cup in 2003!) Now we have had the one-day cricketers follow suit.


You might be forgiven for thinking that I, along with my surviving team mates from that epic day in 1966 jealously guard our achievement. Nothing could be further from the truth, for as each and every one of us is a proud Englishman, we long for the day when a contemporary team takes their place on the podium.


[image: image]


There were several similarities between the team which I was fortunate enough to be a part of and the modern side. You will understand why I spent much of the tournament looking at the performances of Kieran Trippier, for example, for he occupied much the same position as I did and made many similar over-lapping runs during the course of the competition. There were injuries to players who might otherwise have been expected to be an integral part of the squad, their absences providing other players with the opportunity to stake their claim (and I was one recipient of this slice of good fortune, having replaced Jimmy Armfield as first choice as a result of an injury he sustained). There was a solid team built on a strong defence, although the goalkeeper we had (Gordon Banks) was significantly more experienced than young Jason Pickford who played admirably well.


There were one or two comments from sections of the media that the modern squad lacked experience of actually winning competitions, and I must admit I allowed myself a wry smile when one television pundit announced that it was impossible to lift the World Cup as your very first tournament win – it was to be the only major competition I won as a player!


Although I played more than 450 games for Fulham - and the club was kind enough to erect a statue of me outside Craven Cottage - it is my international career that has given me my greatest pride and joy. I’m sure all the other 1250 or so players in this fascinating book will say the same!


 


GEORGE COHEN MBE


ENGLAND WORLD CUP WINNER 1966




INTRODUCTION


It is doubtful whether any England team has headed off to a major competition with the public and media alike having set such low expectations as the current crop experienced prior to the 2018 World Cup in Russia. A succession of poor tournament performances, culminating in the 2014 World Cup in Brazil (England failed to make it out of the group) and the 2016 European Championships in France (beaten by Iceland in the first knockout round), the failure of big name managers to extract winning performances out of the Golden Generation and beyond and the general malaise that surrounded the whole FA set up were chiefly responsible, with no end in sight apparent to England’s inability to finally turn in a worthwhile tournament performance.


Matters probably reached their nadir shortly after England had won their first qualifying match in the 2018 qualifying competition, with incumbent manager Sam Allardyce being caught in a newspaper sting and relieved of his position after only one game in charge. The FA turned to former England international and Under 21 manager Gareth Southgate, more by default than design, who steadied the ship and guided the team through the qualifying rounds and into the finals. Despite not losing a qualifying match it wasn’t enough for many pundits to raise their hopes of better things to come in Russia, although excellent performances from several of the lower age level teams, including the Under 20’s winning their World Cup in 2017 offered hope that the whole set up was at last heading the right direction.


Just as Alf Ramsey had done in 1966 by ditching wingers (not before the tournament, as is often claimed, for John Connelly and Ian Callaghan played during the opening matches) and changing formation, so Gareth Southgate sprung a surprise or two in the build up to Russia. His squad omitted all of the so-called big names, despite clamour for recalls for the likes of Wayne Rooney and Joe Hart, and even though it meant several players playing out of their comfort zones and positions, he opted to go with a three man back line, five in midfield and two up front. At least on paper, fluidity was to be the key especially with two marauding wing backs (nominally Kieran Trippier and Ashley Young).


Wins against Tunisia (a last minute header from Harry Kane) and an easy victory over Panama confirmed the side would make the knockout stages, meaning that the final group match against Belgium would dictate which half of the draw England would find themselves. As if to prove you can’t please all of the people all of the time, the decision to change much of the team (just as Belgium would do) raised questions and eyebrows in equal measure. When they lost 1-0 it led to accusations that England had lost momentum, according to some, although others preferred to look at what was supposed to be an easier route towards the final by finishing second in the group opening up in front of them.


If there was one game that changed public perception about Gareth Southgate and his young England team (one of the youngest in the competition and certainly one of the youngest to ever represent the country in tournament football) it was the first knockout round match against Colombia. Despite suffering a late, late equaliser and almost constant provocation from their opponents, England held firm and would go on to win the resulting penalty shoot out, their first such victory after three successive failures in the World Cup (and with only one success and three losses in the European Championships). Having finally buried that particular ghost, spirits at home were raised that football might at last be ‘coming home’. A convincing victory over Sweden in the quarter final put England through to their first semi final since 1990 and only their third of all time, but the young team showed little or no nerves in the build up to arguably the biggest match of their careers. Alas, despite taking an early lead against Croatia, England were caught midway through the second half and conceded the winner in extra time to fall just short of their quest. Three days later they met Belgium in the play-off and were beaten again, this time 2-0 and to finish fourth in the competition (although success of sorts was achieved for Golden Boot winner Harry Kane, who netted six goals, exactly the same tally as Gary Lineker in 1986 when he became the first England Golden Boot winner).


Despite the defeat, faith in the England team has been restored. There will be renewed expectation that the young team, now bloodied and experienced at tournament football, will be in better shape to take on the challenges of the 2020 European Championships and, dare it be said, the 2022 World Cup in Qatar (which was reportedly the FA’s original winning target). Guided by the eloquent, intelligent and dapper (sales of waistcoats similar to that sported by the manager surged during the World Cup tournament!) Gareth Southgate, the current England team has created a bond, one which replicates the spirit of a club side. It has led to a renewed interest in the side as a collective as well as the players individually, who now rank among the 1,234 players to have represented England at full level.


It has been more than ten years since the very first edition of the England Players’ Records book was published, a decade and more that has witnessed several landmarks. Since that first edition, the England national team has played a further one hundred plus matches and given caps to an additional one hundred plus players.


Indeed the century motif has been prevalent over the last decade or so. In the first hundred years of the England national team (from 1872 to 1972), only two players managed to complete one hundred appearances for their country: Billy Wright and Bobby Charlton. By the time the century was done, only two more had joined them, Bobby Moore and the all-time appearance record holder Peter Shilton (125 caps). In the five year spell between 2009 and 2014, no fewer than five players joined the exalted centurion ranks, with David Beckham, Steven Gerrard, Wayne Rooney, Ashley Cole and Frank Lampard the recipients. It would eventually become a double celebration for Wayne Rooney, who became the first England player to register a half century of goals for the national side, overtaking the previous record holder Bobby Charlton (who stalled on 49) and finally notching 53 goals before announcing his international retirement in 2017.


Bizarrely a record at the opposite end of the appearance spectrum also fell during the last decade, with Martin Kelly coming on for the final two minutes of a friendly against Norway in 2012 to wrest the mantle of the shortest England career away from the eight minutes registered by Peter Ward and Jim Barrett.


One or two other records have fallen since the first edition of this book. Between 1882 (their formation) and 1936 Corinthians FC were honoured with 76 of their players being capped at full level. It would take a further 80 years before any club drew level and subsequently surpassed that tally, with another club formed in 1882, Tottenham Hotspur, the club currently ahead of the pack. There is some confusion as to how many Spurs players have represented England, with the club claiming 77, although several sources state the figure to be 78. The player causing the confusion is amateur Frank Hartley (associated with Spurs and Corinthians, as well as Oxford City!), whose club affiliation at the time of his only international appearance the subject of much discussion. What is not in question is the number of caps won by players from Manchester United, who have racked up 1263 appearances between them.


As with previous editions, the intention in this book is to provide the following information for each and every player: their full birth name, their place and date of birth, their place and date of death (where applicable), the clubs played for during the course of his career, the opponents, date and venue of their debuts for England and the total number of appearances made. Where applicable there are also individual goal tallies and any unofficial appearances.


Ongoing research during the course of the last decade has uncovered new and additional information on several of the players from the dark and distant past, so we finally have the correct background information for Alf Harvey and Arthur Savage, two players in particular who had proved somewhat elusive in years gone by. Alongside this is the correction of several birthdates and places for a number of players, based on extensive research and cross-checking with the national census reports that are currently available. In all it ensures that the book is as accurate as it possibly can be.


We have also been able to uncover the line-ups for the series of five unofficial matches that were played by teams representing England and Scotland between 1870 and the launch of official internationals two years later, and interesting reading they make too! No fewer than 21 players appeared in at least one of these fixtures but were never selected for the full England team, and potted biographies of these players are included in the Appendices. Also updated are the listings for players whose only England appearances came in the Victory Internationals following the end of the First World War and the Wartime and Victory Internationals during the Second World War.


The first 250 or so international players were largely amateurs, drawn from the universities of England and playing as well as undertaking a wide range of business activities. James Forrest of Blackburn Rovers is believed to have been the first professional player to be selected, and whilst there was a torrent in the aftermath, there was still room for one or two amateurs in the years that followed. Bernard Joy, a schoolteacher by day and Arsenal player at the weekend is the last amateur to have been capped by the full England side, a feat achieved in 1936 against Belgium.


Up until 1960 there was a maximum wage of £20 per week imposed on professional players, so many of the names featured in this book undertook full time jobs once their playing careers were at an end. Not all of them remained in football as coaches and managers, and we have identified the assorted butchers, bakers and quite possibly candlestick makers as well as publicans throughout the years. Numerous players began working life as miners and escaped such back-breaking work thanks to their abilities on a football field. Today’s players are largely identified at an early age and enrolled in club academies and so will no doubt be spared such a tough upbringing. Thanks to salaries and endorsements beyond most people’s imagination they also will not have to work again once their playing days are behind them, even though media work seems to be the new career of choice for ex-players!


Indeed, the only similarity between the players of a bygone age and their modern counterparts that has continued in this new edition of the book is a player being capped for more than one country. Although hardly in keeping with the likes of Jack Reynolds (who played for Ireland and England) or Bobby Evans (Wales and England), Wilfred Zaha took advantage of FIFA’s rules regarding switching from one nationality to another as he had not appeared in a competitive match (two friendly appearances for England) in order to switch allegiance to the Ivory Coast, his country of birth, in time for the 2017 Africa Cup of Nations tournament.


Be that as it may, Wilfred Zaha still earned his place in this book, alongside more than 1200 fellow players across 145 years, from the first friendly match against Scotland to the third and fourth play-off in the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia. This book is the story of them all.


 


Graham Betts







Walter ABBOTT







Born: Birmingham, 7th December 1877


Died: Birmingham, 1st February 1941


Role: Inside-Forward


Career: Rosewood Victoria - Small Heath - Everton - Burnley - Birmingham City


Debut v Wales (a) 3-3-1902


Appearances: 1







Walter began his career as an inside-forward for Small Heath and soon attracted the attention of Everton, who made numerous visits to see him in action, finally taking him to Goodison Park in June 1899. There he was converted to wing half and went on to make nearly 300 appearances for the first team and got called up for England in 1902. Strangely, England used him as a centre-half, a position he had never played in before, but he did sufficiently well on the day even if he was not called upon again. He did get to represent the Football League on four occasions however, and also helped Everton reach two FA Cup Finals (in 1906 and 1907), collecting a winners’ medal in 1906. In the summer of 1908 he was sold to Burnley and two years later returned to Small Heath, by now known as Birmingham, where his career was ended by injury during the 1910-11 season. He remained in Birmingham and worked in the motor industry in its formative years. His son, also named Walter, played for Grimsby Town immediately after the First World War.





Kevin Oghenetega Tamaraebi Bakumo ABRAHAM







Born: London, 2 October 1997


Role: Striker


Career: Chelsea – Bristol City – Swansea City


Debut v Germany (h) 10-11-2017


Appearances: 2







Tammy joined Chelsea’s academy as an eight year old and progressed through the ranks before going on to make his first team debut during the 2015-16 season. The following season he was sent out on loan to Bristol City, going on to make 41 appearances and netting 23 goals for the Championship side. He extended his Chelsea contract at the start of the 2017-18 season and was then loaned to Swansea City for a season. Although capped by England at Under 18, 19 and 21 level prior to being awarded his first full cap, he is also eligible to play for Nigeria through his father.





Alan A’COURT







Born: Rainhill, Lancashire, 30th September 1934


Died: Nantwich, 15th December 2009


Role: Left-Winger


Career: Liverpool - Tranmere Rovers - Norwich City


Debut v Northern Ireland (a) 4-10-1958 (scored once)


Appearances: 5 (1 goal)







Despite coming from a family of Rugby League fans, Alan excelled at football as a youngster and represented Liverpool County at schoolboy level. After playing for Prescot Celtic and Prescot Cables he was snapped up by Liverpool in September 1952 and went on to make over 350 League appearances for the Anfield club, scoring 64 goals. During this time he helped Liverpool win the Second Division championship, represented the Football League on two occasions and collected seven caps for England at Under-23 level in addition to his full caps. He initially broke into the England as a replacement for the injured Tom Finney. In October 1964 he was sold to local rivals Tranmere Rovers for £4,500 and made 50 appearances for the club before being released in the summer of 1966. He signed with Norwich City as a player - coach but did not play first team football for the Canaries, concentrating on the coaching side. He was made assistant manager of Chester in 1969, later serving Crewe Alexandra and Stoke City in a similar capacity before trying his luck overseas. After a spell as coach to Ndola United of Zambia he returned for a second spell with Crewe Alexandra.





Tony Alexander ADAMS M.B.E.







Born: Romford, Essex, 10th October 1966


Role: Defender


Career: Arsenal


Debut v Spain (a) 18-2-1987


Appearances: 66 (5 goals) + 1 unofficial appearance







Tony joined Arsenal as an apprentice and signed professional forms in January 1984 having already made his League debut for the club the previous September. He quickly established himself as a pillar of the Arsenal defence and became club captain, guiding them to four League titles, three FA Cups, two League Cups and the European Cup Winners’ Cup as well as runners-up in both the League Cup and European Cup Winners’ Cup. After making his England debut in 1987 and playing in the 1988 European Championships in Germany he looked set to become a regular for many years, but a series of personal problems, culminating in a spell in prison for a drink-driving offence cost him his place in the side and he missed the squad for the 1990 World Cup Finals in Italy. He later admitted to being an alcoholic, an admission that set him on the road to recovery and the resumption of his international career. He was an integral part of the England side in the 1996 European Championship Finals held in England although he carried a knee injury throughout the tournament that was enough to keep him out of the Arsenal side until September 1996. He fully recovered however and reclaimed his place in the England side, going on to be one of England’s best performers in the 1998 World Cup finals in France. He has made over 400 League appearances for Arsenal, a model of consistency. In 1988 against Holland Tony became the first player to score both for and against England, netting for England first and later turning past his own goalkeeper. Later the same year he may well have repeated the feat; he definitely scored against the USSR in the European Championship finals and also appeared to get the final touch to a low cross into the England penalty area that ended up in the net. He retired from playing at the end of the 2001-2002 season having helped Arsenal to a second double in four years. He returned to the game in November 2003, taking over as manager of Wycombe Wanderers but resigned at the end of the season. He later became assistant manager to Harry Redknapp at Portsmouth, helping them win the FA Cup in 2008, and took over as manager in October 2008 when Redknapp departed for Tottenham. He was sacked after just 17 matches in charge, in February 2009 having won only two League matches during his reign.





Hugh ADCOCK







Born: Coalville, Leicestershire, 10th April 1903


Died: Coalville, 16th October 1975


Role: Right-Winger


Career: Coalville Town - Loughborough Corinthians - Leicester City - Bristol Rovers - Folkestone


Debut v France (a) 9-5-1929


Appearances: 5 (1 goal)







After playing schoolboy football in his hometown of Coalville Hugh signed as an amateur with Loughborough Corinthians in April 1921 and over the next two years impressed enough to be offered terms by Leicester City, signing as a professional in March 1923. He remained with the club for the next twelve years and proved himself to be one of the most consistent performers of all time, setting a record of 119 consecutive appearances in 1929. As well as helping Leicester City to the Second Division championship in 1925 Hugh was selected for the Football League and made his England breakthrough on the end of season tour of Europe in 1929. He was released by Leicester in 1935 and joined Bristol Rovers in July of that year, spending a season at the club before finishing his playing career with non-League Folkestone. Upon retiring as a player he became a publican in Sileby in Leicestershire before returning to Coalville where he worked as a maintenance engineer. He was a cousin of Birmingham City and England player Joe Bradford.





Gabriel Imuetinyan AGBONLAHOR







Born: Birmingham, 13th October 1986


Role: Forward


Career: Aston Villa – Sheffield Wednesday - Watford


Debut v Germany (a) 19-11-2008


Appearances: 3







Gabby was first spotted by Aston Villa whilst playing for local Birmingham side Great Barr Falcons and joined the club as a schoolboy in 1994. He made his first appearance for the Academy side in 2002 and netted an impressive nine goals in 18 appearances, continuing that form into the following season and also impressing when given a run out for the reserves. In October 2005 he was sent out on loan to Sheffield Wednesday and made eight appearances for the first team, later playing for Watford for two before being finally handed his Aston Villa debut in March 2006, scoring in the 4-1 defeat. Thereafter he established himself as a first team regular at Villa Park, scoring 21 goals over the next two seasons as Martin O’Neill revived the club’s fortunes. With mixed Nigerian and Scottish heritage, Gabby had the choice of a number of countries to represent and was selected for a Nigerian Under 20 side in September 2006, but he withdrew in order to try for a place in the England set up. A week after his withdraw from the Nigerian squad, he was called into the England Under 21 side and made his debut the following month against Germany. He was first called into the full squad in February 2008 but was forced to withdraw owing to injury. Gabby was an unused substitute in the two tour matches that summer, but finally got his first full cap (again against Germany) in November 2008.





Charles William ALCOCK







Born: Sunderland, 2nd December 1842


Died: Brighton, 26th February 1907


Role: Forward


Career: Wanderers - Surrey


Debut v Scotland (h) 6-3-1875


Appearances: 1 (1 goal) + 5 unofficial appearances







Charles William Alcock is probably the most important sports legislator of all time and whilst football has much for which to thank him, other sports also owe him considerable gratitude. Born in Sunderland and educated at Harrow he joined the FA committee in 1866 and was appointed secretary in 1870. Almost immediately he organised the first unofficial international match with Scotland, thus setting in motion the launch of a series of official matches in later years and in 1871 put forward the suggestion for the FA Cup, captaining Wanderers to victory in the very first final. He remained secretary of the FA until 1896, subsequently becoming vice-president the following year, a position he held until his death. He also played cricket for Essex, was secretary of the Surrey Cricket Club from 1872 until his death (which accounts for the use of Kennington Oval as the venue for the FA Cup Finals in the competition’s early years), organised the first test match between England and Australia in 1880 and also served as chairman of the Richmond Athletic Association, vice-president of the Surrey Golf Club, played rugby for Blackheath and was a Justice of the Peace. He also found time to launch the first Football Annual (1868) and two further magazines, Football and Cricket, the latter of which he was editor until 1905. This quite remarkable man contributed to The Sportsman and The Field and helped found the Referees’ Association. His captained England in his only appearance for his country, a week before refereeing the FA Cup Final and also refereed the 1879 final. It is believed, however, that he selected himself on no fewer than five occasions, but only played the once (although he did play in all five unofficial matches between 1870 and 1872). According to press reports he was determined to ensure he made an impact; a report of his goal stated ‘There it was breasted by the England captain, and he perniciously adhered to it until he had got it securely over the Scottish goal-line.’





John Thomas ALDERSON







Born: Crook, County Durham, January 1891


Died: Dewsbury, 2nd July 1959


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Crook Town - Shildon Athletic - Middlesbrough - Newcastle United - Crystal Palace - Pontypridd - Sheffield United - Exeter City


Debut v France (a) 10-5-1923


Appearances: 1







Jack Alderson first impressed as an amateur with Crook Town and Shildon Athletic and signed amateur forms with Middlesbrough in the close season of 1912. Newcastle United paid £30 for his transfer in January 1913 and he made one appearance for the first team before the outbreak of the First World War brought a temporary halt to his career. At the end of hostilities he was sold to Crystal Palace for £50 in May 1919 and quickly developed into one of the best goalkeepers outside the top two divisions, helping Palace win the Third Division championship in 1921. He was especially talented as a penalty stopper, saving 11 out of 12 whilst with Palace, including two in one match against Bradford City. After five years with Palace he was surprisingly allowed to join non-League Pontypridd, but a year later returned to League action with Sheffield United, where he remained for four years. He then spent a season with both Exeter City and Torquay United before winding down his playing career with Crook Town. In all he made 354 post-War League appearances for his various clubs and became a farmer upon his retirement as a player. He owed his place in the England side to the withdrawal of Hubert Pearson from the squad.





Albert James ALDRIDGE







Born: Walsall, Summer 1863


Died: Birmingham, 22 June 1891


Role: Full-Back


Career: Walsall Swifts - West Bromwich Albion - Walsall Town Swifts - Aston Villa


Debut v Ireland (a) 31-3-1888


Appearances: 2







Albert Aldridge joined Walsall Swifts in 1882 and proved a valuable acquisition by the club, not least for his ability to play on either flank with equal skill. In four years he had developed into one of the best full backs in the game and prompted a transfer to West Bromwich Albion in 1886. At the end of his first season at the club he had helped them reach the FA Cup Final against Aston Villa at Kennington Oval, where they were beaten 2-0, Albion’s second successive cup final defeat. In 1888 they made it third time lucky, beating Preston North End 2-1 at the same venue, with Aldridge being singled out for having a particularly good game against the lively Preston forward line. A week later Albert collected his first cap for England, helping them to a 5-1 win over Ireland in Belfast. In the summer he was surprisingly allowed to return to Walsall, signing for the newly formed Walsall Town Swifts (in effect the amalgamation of two clubs, Walsall Town and Walsall Swifts) and thus missed out on playing in the Football League’s inaugural season. His international career suffered little for the move, for he earned a second England cap in March 1889 as England beat Ireland 6-1 and his performance was such that Aston Villa signed him the following month. Sadly, Albert was to enjoy only one season of League football, for at the end of the 1888-90 season he was released by Villa owing to illness and died the following year.





Trent John ALEXANDER-ARNOLD







Born: Liverpool, 7th October 1998


Role: Defender


Career: Liverpool


Debut v Costa Rica (h) 7-6-2018


Appearances: 7 (1 goal)







A graduate of Liverpool’s youth scheme Trent was first spotted by the club at the age of six after attending a community summer camp. After captaining the Under 16 and 18 sides he was elevated to the professional ranks and would make his first team debut in October 2016, going on to make 12 appearances in League and cup competitions. His real breakthrough came the following season as he helped Liverpool reach the final of the UEFA Champions League and scored his first League goal. Capped for England as Under 16, 17, 18, 19 and 21 level, he was drafted into the World Cup squad for 2018 and handed his debut in the final warm up match. He then went on to help Liverpool win the 2019 UEFA Champions League.





Albert ALLEN







Born: Aston, Birmingham, April 1867


Died: Birmingham, 13th October 1899


Role: Winger


Career: Aston Villa


Debut v Ireland (a) 31-3-1888


Appearances: 1 (3 goals)







Albert Allen scored a hat-trick for England against Ireland on what was his only appearance for his country, England going on to win 5-1 in Belfast. He then played in Villa’s first-ever League match and became the first Villa player to score a League hat-trick for the club, a feat achieved against Notts County in the 9-1 win in September 1888. He was top scorer at the end of the season, netting 18 goals in 21 appearances, having formed an extremely good understanding with Dennis Hodgetts, and the following season was joint top goalscorer and seemingly on his way to becoming a legend for both club and country, but sadly illness forced him to retire from the game at the age of just 24 and, although he was able to work, he died in October 1899 at just 32 years of age from tuberculosis. Albert is one of five players to have netted a hat-trick on their one and only appearance for England, the others being Frank Bradshaw, Walter Gilliat, John Veitch and Jack Yates.





Anthony ALLEN







Born: Stoke-on-Trent, 27th November 1939


Role: Left-Back


Career: Stoke City - Bury - Hellenic (South Africa) - Stafford Rangers


Debut v Wales (a) 17-10-1959


Appearances: 3







After playing for local schools and the boys’ brigade, Tony Allen was signed by Stoke City as an amateur, turning professional in November 1956. Having earned England honours at Youth and Under-23 level (he went on to win seven caps at this level) he collected his first full cap before he had turned twenty. Selection at such a relatively young age seemed to affect his later career, and after winning only three caps for England he was effectively discarded at international level. He did, however, represent the Football League on two occasions and helped Stoke City to the Second Division championship in 1963 and to the final of the League Cup the following year. He remained with Stoke until 1970 when he was sold to Bury for a fee of £10,000 and switched to half-back but spent only a year at Gigg Lane before going off to South Africa to play for Hellenic. He returned to England in October 1973 and finished his playing career with non-League Stafford Rangers. When his playing career came to an end he became a publican in the Stoke area.





Clive Darren ALLEN







Born: Stepney, London, 20th May 1961


Role: Striker


Career: Queens Park Rangers - Arsenal - Crystal Palace - Queens Park Rangers - Tottenham Hotspur - Bordeaux (France) - Manchester City - Chelsea - West Ham United - Millwall - Carlisle United


Debut v Brazil (a) (substitute) 10-6-84


Appearances: 5







The son of former Spurs player Les Allen, Clive began his career with Queens Park Rangers despite having trained with Spurs as a schoolboy. He made an immediate impact as a striker with Rangers and in July 1980 was transferred to Arsenal for a fee of £1,250,000. Less than two months later and having made only three appearances in friendlies, Clive was on the move again, this time in a swap deal with Kenny Sansom of Crystal Palace. With the Palace manager Terry Venables departing two months later Clive found it difficult to settle at Selhurst Park and moved back to Loftus Road and Queens Park Rangers in 1981. In 1982 he was part of the QPR team that reached the FA Cup final against Spurs, although it was a match Clive would like to forget; injured after only two minutes he hobbled on for a further eight minutes until substituted and was forced to miss the replay. He continued to score at a prolific rate and was awarded his first England cap in 1984 shortly before a £700,000 move took him to White Hart Lane. He was particularly lethal when playing as a lone striker in front of a five-man midfield and rattled in an unprecedented 49 goals in the 1986-87 season. It was always going to be impossible for Clive to register similar goalscoring exploits and in March 1988 he was on his way once again, this time a £900,000 fee taking him to Bordeaux. A year later he returned home to join Manchester City, remaining 18 months before he joined another of his father’s former clubs Chelsea. He later played for West Ham United, Millwall and Carlisle United and had a brief spell playing American football as a kicker for the London Monarchs before retiring to become a television pundit, also joining the coaching staff at Spurs. Clive holds the record for having scored most goals in the League Cup in a single season, with a tally of 12 in 1986-87. He was named Player of the Year by both the Football Writers’ and Professional Footballers’ Associations in 1987.





Henry ALLEN







Born: Walsall, 19th January 1866


Died: Wolverhampton, 23rd February 1895


Role: Half-Back


Career: Walsall Town Swifts - Wolverhampton Wanderers


Debut v Wales (h) 4-2-1888


Appearances: 5







Harry Allen spent his brief football career playing in the Black Country, signing for Wolves in 1886 from Walsall Swifts. Whilst with Wolves he became acknowledged as being an excellent header of the ball and able to set up a number of attacks from his half-back position, collecting his first cap for England in 1888 and the following year helping Wolves reach the FA Cup Final where they were beaten by a Preston side completing the very first double of FA Cup and Football League. Harry received compensation in 1893 when Wolves beat Everton at Fallowfield, scoring the only goal of the game on the hour mark. That proved to be the pinnacle of his career, for the following year after 153 League appearances for Wolves he was forced to retire and took jobs as a licensee and a coal merchant before his early death. Although Harry never scored for England, he may well have scored against them in the 1889 clash with Scotland, for some reports state that James Oswald’s shot was pushed out by Billy Moon and bounced back into the goal off Harry Allen.





James Phillips ALLEN







Born: Poole, 16th October 1909


Died: Southsea, 5th February 1995


Role: Centre-Half


Career: Poole Central - Poole Town - Portsmouth - Aston Villa


Debut v Northern Ireland (a) 14-10-1933


Appearances: 2







Jimmy Allen made his name with Portsmouth, helping them to the FA Cup Final in 1934 where they were beaten 2-1 by Manchester City and earned two caps for England. In the summer of 1934 a then record fee of £10,775 (Portsmouth used the money to build a new stand which is still known as the Jimmy Allen Stand) took him to Villa Park and Aston Villa and although he was unable to break back into the national side, he was a regular for his club for the next two seasons. Although he was forced to sit out much of the 1936-37 season owing to injury, he returned the following season to help Villa win promotion back into the First Division. He made 160 appearances for the Villa first team before the outbreak of the Second World War brought his professional career effectively to an end, although he guested for Birmingham City, Fulham and Portsmouth during the hostilities before retiring in 1944. He then had a brief spell working for a Birmingham firm as a welfare officer before taking over as manager of Colchester United, finally finishing with football for good in 1953 and becoming a publican in Southsea. His England career came to an end following his second appearance, against the Welsh in 1933, for he was taken off injured during the game and never selected again.





Ronald ALLEN







Born: Fenton, Staffordshire, 15th January 1929


Died: Great Wyrley, 9th June 2001


Role: Forward


Career: Port Vale - West Bromwich Albion - Crystal Palace


Debut v Switzerland (a) 28-5-1952


Appearances: 5 (2 goals)







Ronnie Allen played both rugby and football at school, representing Hanley High at both codes but concentrating on the Association game when he left. After playing for the Bucknall Boys Brigade and Wellington Scouts he signed as an amateur with Port Vale in March 1944, turning professional in January 1946. He made over 100 League appearances before West Bromwich Albion paid £15,000 to take him to the Hawthorns in March 1950. Whilst with the club he won an FA Cup winners medal in 1954 and scored over 200 League goals in 415 appearances, represented the Football League on one occasion and won two England B caps as well as his full tally of five full appearances. In May 1961 he was allowed to join Crystal Palace, subsequently becoming player-coach in 1964. He returned to the Midlands in 1965 as coach at Wolverhampton Wanderers, becoming caretaker manager in January 1966 following the departure of Andy Beattie, the appointment becoming permanent in July the same year. He remained in charge at Molineux for two years before jetting off to Spain to try his luck at Athletico Bilbao in February 1969. He left the post in November 1971, returned to the Iberian peninsular in April 1972 to take over at Sporting Lisbon and landed the Walsall job in July 1973. He was in charge at Walsall less than six months and subsequently became a consultant at West Bromwich Albion. He had two spells in charge at the Hawthorns, taking over when Johnny Giles and then Ron Atkinson left for pastures new. Ronnie also had a spell as manager of the Saudi Arabian national side.





Bamidele Jermaine ALLI







Born: Milton Keynes, 11th April 1996


Role: Midfield


Career: Milton Keynes Dons – Tottenham Hotspur


Debut v Estonia (h) 9-10-2015


Appearances: 37 (3 goals)







Dele Alli joined his local club MK Dons as an eleven year old, rising through the youth ranks. He was given a first team debut at the age of sixteen in an FA Cup tie (his first touch was a back heeled pass) and eleven days later he scored his first goal in the replay. By 2013-14 he was on his way to becoming a first team regular, with his performances attracting considerable attention from bigger clubs. In February 2015 he signed for Tottenham Hotspur, although he was loaned back to MK Dons for the remainder of the season. Dele made his Spurs debut as a substitute on the opening day of the 2015-16 season and quickly became a first team regular, despite still being a teenager. Although Dele represented England at Under 17, 18, 19 and 21 level, there were efforts to get him to play for Nigeria. He opted to play for England and was called into the full squad for the final qualifiers for the 2016 European Championships, coming on against Estonia for his full debut.





Walter John ALSFORD







Born: Edmonton, London, 6th November 1911


Died: Bedford, 3rd June 1968


Role: Left-Half


Career: Northfleet - Tottenham Hotspur - Nottingham Forest


Debut v Scotland (a) 6-4-1935


Appearances: 1







A graduate of the Spurs nursery at Northfleet, Wally made his debut in the London FA Charity Cup tie against Chelsea in 1930, although his League debut did not come until two months later, at Reading on December 27th. Although not a regular at any time during the six years he spent with Spurs, he did make a total of 81 League appearances, including being almost a regular in the second half of the 1934-35 season which culminated in Spurs being relegated from the First Division, and winning an England cap in April 1935 against Scotland, effectively replacing the unavailable Wilf Copping and John Bray. In January 1937 Spurs transferred the half-back to Nottingham Forest where, twelve months later, he was found to be suffering from osteomyelitis and told his career was at an end. He retired in May 1938 but made a number of guest appearances for Forest and other clubs during the early months of the Second World War. At the end of the war he became a publican.





Reverend Andrew AMOS







Born: Southwark, London, 20th September 1863


Died: Rotherhithe, London, 2nd October 1931


Role: Half-Back


Career: Cambridge University - Old Carthusians - Hitchin Town - Corinthians - Hertfordshire


Debut v Scotland (h) 21-3-1885


Appearances: 2 (1 goal)







After being educated at Charterhouse School, for whom he played for the school team in 1882, he attended Cambridge University and was awarded his blue in 1884. He then played for Old Carthusians and joined Corinthians in 1885, going on to make 45 appearances for the famous amateur club, a remarkable figure given that they never played in competitions. He was ordained in 1887 and ministered in London from 1889 until 1922, when he became Rector of Rotherhithe until his death in 1931. He also served as a councilor on the Bermondsey Borough Council and was later elected an alderman. For many years his contribution to England was believed to be restricted to just two appearances, but contemporary reports suggest that he scored England’s second goal against Wales in the 3-1 win in 1886. Modern record books have therefore amended to include his goalscoring exploits.





Rupert Darnley ANDERSON O.B.E.







Born: Liverpool 29th April 1859


Died: Surrey, 23rd December 1944


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Old Etonians


Debut v Wales (h) 18-1-1879


Appearances: 1







Although Rupert’s only cap for England saw him playing in goal, he was better known as a forward player, having represented Eton College, Cambridge University and Old Etonians in this position. He was only selected for England because the original player selected, the Reverend W Blackmore, pulled out shortly before the game. Neither Rupert or Blackmore were ever selected for England again, whilst Rupert’s international career lasted barely an hour; a snowbound pitch forcing the game to be terminated early. He was injured soon after his only appearance for England and was thus forced to sit out the 1879 FA Cup Final as Old Etonians beat Clapham Rovers. After his playing career ended he emigrated to America, working as an orange planter in Florida before returning home to England to live in Staffordshire and then Surrey. During the First World War he was active with both the Territorial Army and newly-formed Air Force, for which he was awarded the OBE.





Stanley ANDERSON







Born: Horden, County Durham, 27th February 1934


Died: Doncaster, 10th June 2018


Role: Wing-Half


Career: Horden Colliery Welfare - Sunderland - Newcastle United - Middlesbrough


Debut v Austria (h) 4-4-1962


Appearances: 2







Stan Anderson had played schools football in Durham and for Horden Colliery Welfare before being offered amateur forms with Sunderland in June 1949. Although he signed as a professional in February 1951 he continued his apprenticeship as a plumber until he was 21, just in case his football career didn’t pan out. He need not have worried, for he went on to make over 400 appearances for Sunderland during his twelve years with the club before switching to Newcastle United in a £19,000 move in November 1963. He spent two years at St. James’ Park before going on to play for the third of the big North East clubs, signing for Middlesbrough in November 1965 for £11,500 and combining his playing career with coaching. He retired as a player in April 1966 and took over as manager, remaining in charge until January 1973. He then spent a spell in Greece as manager of AEK Athens before returning to England to become coach at Queens Park Rangers. Stan was briefly caretaker manager at Loftus Road for one month and then went on to manage Doncaster Rovers for three years. He joined Bolton Wanderers as assistant to Ian Greaves in November 1978 and stepped up to the position of manager in February 1980, holding the post until May 1981. In addition to his two full caps for England Stan also represented his country at B level and won four caps for the Under-23 side.





Vivian Alexander ANDERSON M.B.E.







Born: Nottingham, 29th July 1956


Role: Full-Back


Career: Nottingham Forest - Arsenal - Manchester United - Sheffield Wednesday - Barnsley - Middlesbrough


Debut v Czechoslovakia (h) 29-11-1978


Appearances: 30 (2 goals)







Viv began his professional career with Nottingham Forest in 1974 and helped the club to the First Division title in 1978, the European Cup in 1979 and 1980 and League Cup honours in 1979 and 1980. By then he had earned the first of his 30 caps for England, becoming the first black player to represent the country after more than one hundred years of fixtures. He then signed with Arsenal in 1984 where he won a further League Cup winners medal and was signed by Manchester United in July 1987 for £250,000. Although he failed to add to his medal tally he was a more than capable squad member and was given a free transfer in January 1991 upon which he joined Sheffield Wednesday. After a spell in charge as player-manager at Barnsley he linked up with Bryan Robson at Middlesbrough as assistant manager.





Darren Robert ANDERTON







Born: Southampton, 3rd March 1972


Role: Midfield


Career: Portsmouth - Tottenham Hotspur – Birmingham City – Wolverhampton Wanderers – AFC Bournemouth


Debut v Denmark (h) 9-3-1994


Appearances: 30 (7 goals) + 1 unofficial appearance







Darren joined Portsmouth as a trainee in 1990 and quickly graduated through the ranks to become a professional. He was an integral part of the side that reached the FA Cup semi finals in 1992, putting in some outstanding performances that soon alerted the bigger clubs to his potential, and in June 1992 he was signed by Spurs for a fee of £1.75 million. Although he took a while to settle in at the club, when he found his form and consistency England honours beckoned, finally earning selection for the full side after collecting 12 caps at Under-21 level. He faced a race against time in order to be fit for the European Championships in 1996 but was one of the star England performers during the tournament. The next two seasons were also wrecked by injury but once again he recovered in time for the 1998 World Cup Finals in France and confounded his critics with another series of stunning performances, including scoring England’s opening goal in the match against Columbia. In 1999 he won his first major domestic medal, helping Spurs win the Worthington Cup. Injuries continued to blight his career and at the end of the 2003-04 season he was given a free transfer by Spurs, subsequently signing with Birmingham City on a ‘pay as you play’ basis in order to prove his fitness. At the end of the 2004-05 he moved to Wolverhampton Wanderers on a similar deal and stayed with the club for one season before moving on to AFC Bournemouth. He retired from playing in December 2008.





John ANGUS







Born: Amble, Northumberland, 2nd September 1938


Role: Right-Back


Career: Burnley


Debut v Austria (a) 27-5-1961


Appearances: 1







John played for Amble Boys Club before coming to the attention of Burnley, signing amateur forms in 1954 and turning professional in September 1955. He remained with the club, his only professional club, for the next seventeen years. He represented England at Youth and Under-23 level, collecting seven caps at the latter level, and the Football League on one occasion. He was an integral part of the fine Burnley side of the early 1960’s, a side that won the League title in 1960 and were runners-up in both the League and FA Cup in 1962, to Ipswich and Spurs respectively and therefore missed out on a possible double. Despite such fine club form, John was unfortunate that Ray Wilson had effectively made the right back position his own for England, retaining his place for the 1966 World Cup finals. John’s sole appearance, therefore, came when Ray was unavailable. Tendon trouble forced John to retire in May 1972 after 438 League appearances for the Turf Moor club and having scored three goals. His uncle, also named John Angus, played for Exeter City between 1930 and 1948 - the Angus’ family was obviously loyal to their respective clubs.





James Christopher ARMFIELD O.B.E.







Born: Denton, Manchester, 21st September 1935


Died: Blackpool, 22nd January 2018


Role: Right-Back


Career: Blackpool


Debut v Brazil (a) 13-5-1959


Appearances: 43







Jimmy had played for Blackpool youth clubs St. Peter’s and Highfield (and also excelled at rugby, playing for Lancashire Schools) before being offered amateur forms with Blackpool in 1951, subsequently turning professional in September 1954. He remained with the club for the next seventeen years, making 568 League appearances, representing the Football League on twelve occasions, collected nine Under-23 caps and played for the full England side on 43 occasions. He was unfortunate that his time at Blackpool coincided with the club’s fluctuating fortunes, moving up and down between the First and Second Divisions without every seriously threatening for the game’s major honours, especially after the departure of Stanley Matthews. In February 1971 Jimmy was appointed player-coach at Bloomfield Road, although three months later he decided to retire from playing and accept the position of manager at Bolton Wanderers. He remained in the post for just over three years before taking over at Elland Road, bringing some stability to Leeds United after the brief and turbulent reign of Brian Clough. He guided Leeds to the final of the European Cup in 1975, although debatable refereeing decisions and rioting by Leeds supporters ruined what should have been a great night. He left Leeds in July 1978 and although he had a number of other offers within the game (including, it was said, the position of England manager) he concentrated on a career in broadcasting. He has, however, served the FA in a consultancy capacity and was responsible for the selection of Terry Venables as England’s manager in succession to Graham Taylor.





George Henry ARMITAGE







Born: Stoke Newington, London, 17th January 1898


Died: Malling, 28th August 1936


Role: Centre-Half


Career: Wimbledon - Charlton Athletic - Leyton


Debut v Northern Ireland (a) 24-10-1925


Appearances: 1







George played for Hackney schools in 1912 before joining St. Saviour’s FC, subsequently signing as an amateur with Wimbledon. He made the step up to League level with Charlton in March 1924 and spent seven years with the club, helping them win the Third Division South championship in 1929. He was, therefore, one of the first Third Division players to gain full England recognition, a feat achieved in 1925. He also represented England at amateur level on five occasions and toured with the FA side in South Africa in 1929, playing twice on the tour. He moved on to Leyton in January 1931 where he finished his playing career, having also represented Surrey and the London FA during his career.





David ARMSTRONG







Born: Durham, 26th December 1954


Role: Midfield


Career: Middlesbrough - Southampton - Bournemouth


Debut v Australia (a) 31-5-1980


Appearances: 3







David joined Middlesbrough as an apprentice straight from school, signing in July 1970 and being upgraded to the professional ranks in January 1972. He spent nine years at Ayresome Park and was a remarkably consistent performer for the club, making a record run of 356 consecutive appearances for Middlesbrough. Having already represented England at Under-23 and B level he broke into the full squad during the tour to Australia in 1980. He was transferred to Southampton for £600,000 in August 1981, a then record fee for the South coast club and spent six years at The Dell. In July 1987 he was transferred to Bournemouth where he finished his playing career.





Kenneth ARMSTRONG







Born: Bradford, 3rd June 1924


Died: New Zealand, 13th June 1984


Role: Right-Half


Career: Bradford Rovers - Chelsea - Easter Union (New Zealand) - North Shore United (New Zealand) - Gisborne (New Zealand)


Debut v Scotland (h) 2-4-1955


Appearances: 1







Ken Armstrong was spotted by Chelsea whilst playing alternately for Bradford Rovers and the Army and was signed to professional forms in December 1946. A solid and reliable right-half, he went on to amass a new record of appearances for Chelsea, turning out in 362 League games and 39 appearances in the FA Cup after making his debut against Blackpool in August 1947. He also scored 25 League goals and five in the FA Cup, collecting a League championship medal in 1954-55. He might have won more caps for England but for a series of injuries that restricted his availability for the national side. At the end of his Stamford Bridge career he emigrated to New Zealand, turning out for a number of local sides and earning 13 caps for the New Zealand national side before retiring to concentrate on coaching. He died in New Zealand in 1984. His son Ron also represented New Zealand, collecting 27 caps.





John ARNOLD







Born: Cowley, Oxfordshire, 30th November 1907


Died: Southampton, 3rd April 1984


Role: Left-Winger


Career: Oxford City - Southampton - Fulham


Debut v Scotland (a) 1-4-1933


Appearances: 1







John played cricket and football whilst at school in Oxford and excelled at both sports. He signed with Oxford City to play football and with Oxfordshire for cricket, but as Oxfordshire was one of the minor counties arranged a transfer to Southampton in July 1928 in order that he might play cricket for Hampshire. He remained associated with Hampshire County Cricket Club between 1929 and 1950 when he was forced to retire on health grounds. He appeared in one Test Match, against New Zealand at Lord’s in 1931 (although he was out for a duck!) and in February 1933 joined Fulham, two months before making his one and only appearance for England at full level at football. From 1961 he was a first class umpire at cricket.





William John Herbert ARTHUR







Born: Blackburn, 14th February 1863


Died: Fylde, 27th November 1930


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Lower Bank Academy Blackburn - King’s Own Blackburn - Blackburn Rovers - Southport Central


Debut v Ireland (h) 28-2-1885


Appearances: 7







Herby Arthur signed with Blackburn Rovers in 1880 after playing for minor sides in the area. He was originally a right-half and only changed position to goalkeeper when volunteering for the Rovers reserve side when they were short. He proved to be so good that he soon displaced the first team goalkeeper and helped Rovers win the FA Cup in three consecutive seasons; 1884, 1885 and 1886. He was then able to transfer this reliability to the international stage, for England did not lose one of the seven matches in which he kept goal. He remained with Rovers until 1890, having received a benefit from the club (although he was supposedly an amateur throughout his career!), and signed for Southport Central where he finished his career. Herby was a mill furnisher and commercial traveler by occupation.





James ASHCROFT







Born: Liverpool, 12th September 1878


Died: Liverpool, 9th April 1943


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Gravesend United - Woolwich Arsenal - Blackburn Rovers - Tranmere Rovers


Debut v Ireland (a) 17-2-1906


Appearances: 3







Jimmy Ashcroft began his career playing for Garston Copper Works in Liverpool and came south in 1899 to play for Gravesend United. Less than a year later he was snapped up by Woolwich Arsenal and went on to give the club eight years excellent service. In 1906, at a time when he was widely regarded as the best goalkeeper in the country, he became the first Arsenal player to earn England recognition and also went on to represent the Football League twice. He was transferred to Blackburn Rovers in May 1908 and was a regular for the Ewood Park club for three years until ill-health restricted his first team opportunities. Indeed, he was forced to sit out as Rovers won the League title in 1911-12, the closest he came to club honours during his career. In 1913 he was allowed to sign for Tranmere Rovers where he finished his career.





George Samuel ASHMORE







Born: Plymouth, 5th May 1898


Died: Handsworth, Birmingham, 19th May 1973


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Ninevah Wesley - West Bromwich Albion - Chesterfield


Debut v Belgium (a) 24-5-1926


Appearances: 1







George represented South Devon Schools as a youngster before moving with his family to the Midlands and was playing for Ninevah Wesley in the Handsworth League when he was spotted by West Bromwich Albion. He signed for Albion in November 1919 and soon replaced Hubert Pearson as the first choice goalkeeper at the Hawthorns. He went on to make 268 appearances for the first team during his twelve years at the club before being replaced by Harry Pearson, Hubert’s son! George left to join Chesterfield in October 1931 and was a regular for two seasons before announcing his retirement in 1933.





Claude Thesiger ASHTON







Born: Calcutta, India, 19th February 1901


Died: Caernavon, 31st October 1942 (Killed on active service)


Role: Centre-Forward


Career: Cambridge University - Corinthians - Old Wykehamists


Debut v Northern Ireland (a) 24-10-1925


Appearances: 1







Claude was born in India but educated at Winchester College, playing for and later captaining the college football side. He then went on to Cambridge University and earned his blue at hockey, cricket and football, although he was absent from the 1923 clash with Oxford University. Upon graduating he combined a football career with Corinthians and Old Wykehamists with playing cricket for Essex CCC, representing the county between 1921 and 1938. He was made captain for his only appearance for the full England side, the last England player to have captained the side on their only appearance, although he did not have a particularly memorable game, with contemporary reports stating ‘he failed in giving cohesion to his line and his shooting was weak’ in the goalless draw with Northern Ireland. It may well have been that centre forward was not his best position, for although he was a good tackler and dribbler, he was weak in the air. He had better luck as an amateur international, however, earning twelve caps for his country. He retired from football in 1933 and then assisted the Beckenham hockey club and even managed to make the England trials at this sport. A chartered accountant by profession he later worked in the Stock Exchange, joining up with the RAF at the outbreak of the Second World War. He lost his life in 1942 when the plane he was piloting crashed at Caernavon in Wales.





Dean ASHTON







Born: Swindon, 24th November 1983


Role: Striker


Career: Crewe Alexandra – Norwich City – West Ham United


Debut v Trinidad & Tobago (a) 1-6-2008


Appearances: 1







A product of the youth scheme at Crewe Alexandra, Dean signed scholarship forms with the club in 2000 and made his first team debut later that year, becoming one of the youngest players to have turned out for the club. A string of impressive performances led to a bid from Norwich City, who paid £3 million in January 2005 to take him to Carrow Road and help them in their bid to avoid relegation from the Premier League. Norwich were relegated at the end of the season but Dean pledged to stay and help them attempt to get back the first time of asking, although a January 2006 bid of £7 million meant he moved on to West Ham United. There he broke into the England squad and was expected to be given a full debut in August 2006, only to break his ankle during training with the squad. This kept him out of football for an entire year, but he returned in July 2007 and fought his way back into England contention. Unfortunately, a subsequent breakdown led to his retirement in December 2009 at the age of just 26. Dean also represented England international at Under 17, Under 19, Under 20 and Under 21 level.





William ASHURST







Born: Willington, County Durham, 4th May 1894


Died: Nottingham, 26th January 1947


Role: Right-Back


Career: Durham City - Leeds City - Lincoln City - Notts County - West Bromwich Albion - Newark Town


Debut v Sweden (a) 21-5-1923


Appearances: 5 + 1 unofficial appearance







After starring for Willington Schools and Durham City Bill Ashurst was signed by Leeds City in the close season of 1919, although the subsequent enforced closure of the club meant he was sold to Lincoln City for £500 in October of the same year. He had less than a year at Sincil Bank before Notts County paid £1,000 to take him to Meadow Lane in June 1920. He developed into a fine right back whilst with County, earning selection for the Football League and helping his club win the Second Division title in 1923, the same year he won his first cap for England. By the time he left for West Bromwich Albion in November 1926 he had won five caps for England and his value had escalated to £3,100. Although he was not able to return to the national side he did give Albion good service during his two years with the club, leaving for Newark Town in August 1928 and retiring a year later. When his playing career came to an end his joined his father and three brothers as a miner, although the family also ran a small firm.





Gordon ASTALL







Born: Horwich, Lancashire, 22nd September 1927


Role: Right-Winger


Career: Plymouth Argyle - Birmingham City - Torquay United


Debut v Finland (a) 20-5-1956 (scored once)


Appearances: 2 (1 goal)







Gordon had played schools football in Horwich and had an unsuccessful trial with Bolton Wanderers before playing army football with the Royal Marines in Plymouth. Here he came to the attention of Plymouth Argyle, signing as an amateur in 1947 and being upgraded to the professional ranks following his demobilisation in November the same year. He helped Plymouth to the Third Division South championship 1952 before a £14,000 move to Birmingham City in October 1953. He collected a second championship medal, this time from the Second Division in 1955 and the following year was at Wembley with City in the FA Cup, picking up a runners up medal as Manchester City won 3-1. That same year he accompanied England for their summer tour, ostensibly because Stanley Matthews was unavailable, and won his two caps for England in the process. He remained with Birmingham City until May 1961 when he was transferred to Torquay United, finishing his career with the club two years later. Upon retiring he worked in the insurance industry as well as coaching minor League sides in Devonshire.





Jeffrey ASTLE







Born: Eastwood, Nottinghamshire, 13th May 1942


Died: Burton-Upon-Trent, 19th January 2002


Role: Centre-Forward


Career: Notts County - West Bromwich Albion


Debut v Wales (h) 7-5-1969


Appearances: 5 + 1 unofficial appearance (2 goals)







Jeff signed with Notts County as an amateur player in 1958 and had a spell playing for the works side of John Player before signing professional forms with County in October 1959. He went on to make over 100 League appearances for the club, netting 32 goals and then was sold to West Bromwich Albion for £25,000 in September 1964. He proved an immediate success at the Hawthorns, helping them win the League Cup in 1966, reach the final of the same competition in 1967, win the FA Cup in 1968 and finish runners up again in the League Cup in 1970. He represented the Football League on two occasions and having broken into the England side in 1969 was taken to the World Cup in Mexico the following year, having finished the season as top goalscorer in the First Division. It was for a miss, against Brazil, that he is perhaps best remembered, for he shot wide when it appeared easier to score and England lost the match, with Jeff making his last appearance for England in the final group match against Czechoslovakia. He remained with West Bromwich until July 1974 when he joined Dunstable Town and he finished his career in the non-League game, turning out for Weyouth, Atherstone Town and Hillingdon Borough before retiring in 1977.





John ASTON







Born: Manchester, 3rd September 1921


Died: Manchester, 31st July 2003


Role: Right-Back - Left-Back


Career: Clayton Methodists - Manchester United


Debut v Denmark (a) 26-9-1948


Appearances: 17







After turning out for Clayton Methodists and Mujacs John signed with Manchester United as an amateur in May 1939, although he was not able to turn professional until August 1946. Thereafter he made nearly 300 appearances for the first team and appeared in both the 1948 FA Cup and 1952 championship winning teams as well as being called to represent the Football League twice. Initially an inside forward he achieved his greatest success as a full back, but was able to return to an inside forward position during the 1950-51 when injuries decimated the United side and scored 16 goals during the season. After making his last appearance for the club in April 1954 he retired from playing in June 1955 on health grounds and promptly became junior coach, later serving the club as chief scout from 1970 until 1972. John also won one cap with the England B team and represented the Football League on two occasions. His son John junior also played for United, appearing in their 1968 European Cup success.





William Charles ATHERSMITH







Born: Bloxwich, Staffordshire, 10th May 1872


Died: Shifnal, 18th September 1910


Role: Right-Winger


Career: Bloxwich Strollers - Unity Gas Depot - Aston Villa - Small Heath - Grimsby Town


Debut v Ireland (a) 5-3-1892


Appearances: 12 (3 goals)







Charlie Athersmith joined Aston Villa in 1891, joining the club a month before John Devey. The pair linked up and formed a devastating right-wing partnership for Villa, helping the club win five League titles and two FA Cups, including the coveted double in 1897. In addition to his twelve international caps for England Charlie also represented the Football League on nine occasions. His best season was undoubtedly 1896-97 which saw him collect every award then available; winners medals in both the League and FA Cup and selection for England in all three international matches that season, against Scotland, Ireland and Wales. The following season it was claimed he played in one match for Villa whilst carrying an umbrella, thoughtfully handed to him by a spectator in order to shield him for the rain! He remained at Villa Park until 1901 and after 308 appearances in the claret and blue. He joined fellow Birmingham club Small Heath (the forerunners of Birmingham City) and made over 100 appearances for them before finishing his career with Grimsby Town. At the end of his playing career in 1907 he became trainer at Grimsby.





Peter John Walter ATYEO







Born: Dilton Marsh, Wiltshire, 7th February 1932


Died: Warminster, 9th June 1993


Role: Inside-Right - Centre-Forward


Career: Westbury United - Portsmouth - Bristol City


Debut v Spain (h) 30-11-1955 (scored once)


Appearances: 6 (5 goals)







John Atyeo was a centre forward in the old style and became one of the few players from the lower divisions to represent England. He played schools and junior football before signing as an amateur with Portsmouth in 1950, although he made only two appearances for the League side and decided to move on in search of more regular football. He therefore signed as a professional with Bristol City in June 1951 and remained with the club for the next fifteen years. During that time he set most of City’s individual records, including most League appearances (597) and most League goals (315), a remarkable return. He represented England at Youth, Under-23 and B level as well as his six full caps and also made the Football League side on two occasions. His only club honour came in 1955 when he helped City win the Third Division South championship. John retired from playing in 1966 and later became a teacher.





Samuel William AUSTIN







Born: Arnold, Nottinghamshire, 29th April 1900


Died: Kidderminster, 2nd April 1979


Role: Right-Winger


Career: Arnold United - Arnold St. Marys - Norwich City - Manchester City – Chesterfield – Kidderminster Harriers


Debut v Northern Ireland (a) 24-10-1925


Appearances: 1







Sam had originally failed a trial with Sheffield United and seemed lost to the professional game until taken on by Norwich City in October 1920. At The Nest (Norwich’s home until 1935) he developed into one of the best wingers outside the top divisions and also able to weigh in with vital goals of his own. In May 1924 therefore Manchester City paid £2,000 to take him to Maine Road and within a year he had earned England recognition. He helped the club to the Second Division title in 1928 and the FA Cup Final in 1926, where they were beaten by Bolton Wanderers. Sam remained with City until December 1931 when he signed for Chesterfield. He played for the club until the close season of 1933 when he joined Kidderminster Harriers, his last club.







Philip BACH







Born: Ludlow, Shropshire, 30th September, 1872


Died: Middlesbrough, 30th December 1937


Role: Full-Back


Career: Middlesbrough - Reading - Sunderland - Middlesbrough - Bristol City


Debut v Ireland (h) 18-2-1899


Appearances: 1







Phil played junior football in Middlesbrough and signed by the local club straight from school. He was transferred to Reading in 1895 and spent two seasons with the club playing in the Southern League before joining Sunderland in June 1897 and two years later made his only appearance for England. Two months later he signed to Middlesbrough for a second time, although he was on the move again a year later when he joined Bristol City. He spent four years at St. John’s Lane and in 1904 was reinstated as an amateur, although he did not play again. Having developed hotel interests in Cheltenham and later Middlesbrough, Phil returned to Middlesbrough a third time and served as a director from February 1911. He was chairman between July 1911 and 1925 and again from 1931 to 1935. He also served as an FA Councilor from 1925 to his death in 1937 and was on the international selection committee from October 1929.





Joseph William BACHE







Born: Stourbridge, 8th February 1880


Died: Birmingham, 10th November 1960


Role: Inside-Left


Career: Bewdley Victoria - Stourbridge - Aston Villa - Mid Rhondda - Grimsby Town


Debut v Wales (h) 2-3-1903 (scored once)


Appearances: 7 (4 goals)







Joe Bache was spotted by Aston Villa whilst playing for Stourbridge and was signed as a professional in 1901, making his debut for the club in a friendly against the German club Berlin FC. Just as Charlie Athersmith and John Devey had earlier formed an effective right-wing partnership, so Joe and Albert Hall linked exceptionally well on the left-wing. Joe replaced Howard Spencer as captain of Villa and during his fourteen seasons with the club won two FA Cup and one League championship medal, as well as seven caps for England. The outbreak of the First World War effectively brought his career to an end, although he made a handful of war-time appearances for Villa before leaving in 1920 to become player-manager of Mid-Rhondda. He later coached Grimsby Town and the Rot Weiss club of Frankfurt in Germany and returned to Villa Park as reserve team coach in 1927. A boilermaker by trade he also worked as a publican after his involvement with football came to an end.





Thomas BADDELEY







Born: Bycars, Staffordshire, 2nd November 1874


Died: Stoke-On-Trent, 24th September 1946


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Burslem Swifts - Burslem Port Vale - Wolverhampton Wanderers - Bradford - Stoke


Debut v Ireland (h) 14-2-1903


Appearances: 5







Despite standing only 5’ 9” tall Tom Baddeley made up for his lack of height with his agility, proving extremely difficult to beat irrespective of whether it was by long and short range shooting. He began his career with Burslem Swifts and joined the Port Vale club in 1892, spending five years with them before joining Wolves for £40 in 1896. Having already represented the Football League on four occasions Tom was awarded his first cap for England in 1903 on his own home ground of Molineux and went on to collect five caps, with glowing reports accompanying his performances. He remained with Wolves for ten years, making over 300 appearances before accepting an invitation to join the newly formed Bradford club (in time they would become known as Bradford Park Avenue), one of the first players engaged by the club. He stayed with the club until 1910 when he spent a brief spell with Stoke before retiring.





John James BAGSHAW







Born: Derby, 25th December 1885


Died: Nottingham, 25th August 1966


Role: Right-Half


Career: Graham Street Primitives - Derby County - Notts County - Watford - Grantham - Ilkeston United


Debut v Ireland (a) 25-10-1919


Appearances: 1 + 1 War appearance







Like many of his generation, Jimmy Bagshaw was unfortunate that the best years of his career were swallowed up by the First World War. He had joined Derby County in October 1906 and helped the club win the Second Division title in both 1912 and 1915 and was widely regarded as one of the best centre backs of the day. He was able to play equally competently at right half or centre half, with a key to his ability being his stamina and speed. The First World War robbed him of both, and after playing in one Victory International he was selected for the full England side in the first official international after the war. Up against Patsy Gallagher Jimmy struggled and never got close to England selection again. He remained at Derby until February 1920 when he joined Notts County, a club he had guested for during the war, spending a little over a year with the club before joining Watford in May 1921. He drifted out of the League game at the end of the year, signing first for Grantham and then Ilkeston United. During the Second World War he was trainer at Nottingham Forest and later scouted for both Forest and Coventry City. Away from the game Jimmy was employed by the engineering company Raleigh Industries.





Gary Richard BAILEY







Born: Ipswich, 9th August 1958


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Manchester United - Kaiser Chiefs (South Africa)


Debut v Republic of Ireland (h) 25-3-1985


Appearances: 2







The son of former professional footballer Roy Bailey Gary was born in Ipswich but living in Johannesburg when he was recommended to Manchester United in 1978 and quickly impressed, earning a contract and making his debut in November 1978 against Ipswich! A regular in goal thereafter, he won FA Cup winners medals in 1983 and 1985 and broke into the England squad, although it was an injury sustained during an England training session in February 1986 that effectively ended his career. The goalkeeping position then became something of a problem for United, one that was not properly resolved until the arrival of Peter Schmeichel. Meanwhile, Gary was released by United in September 1987 and returned to South Africa to play for the Kaiser Chiefs.





Horace Peter BAILEY







Born: Derby, 3rd July 1881


Died: Biggleswade, 1st August 1960


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Derby County - Ripley Athletic - Leicester Imperial - Leicester Fosse - Derby County - Birmingham


Debut v Wales (a) 16-3-1908


Appearances: 5







Horace Bailey coupled his full time job as a rating official with the Midland Railway at Derby with a playing career, signing with Derby County in 1899 and coming to prominence whilst with Leicester Fosse who he joined in 1907. The following year saw Horace earn a great number of accolades and awards, helping Leicester win promotion to the First Division for the very first time and become the first player to be capped for England whilst with the club. In February 1908 he won his first amateur cap for England against Wales and was elevated to full status three weeks later against the same opposition (Horace even saved a penalty taken by none other than Billy Meredith). That summer he was a member of the full England side that toured Central Europe and returned home in time to link up with the United Kingdom amateur side that won the Olympic Games at White City in London, conceding only one goal during the tournament, and even that was an own goal scored by Frederick Chapman. He returned to Derby County in 1910 to help the Baseball Ground club out of an injury crisis and a year later joined Birmingham where he finished his career. In addition to his five full caps he won 8 caps at amateur level.





Michael Alfred BAILEY







Born: Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, 27th February 1942


Role: Midfield


Career: Charlton Athletic - Wolverhampton Wanderers - Minnesota Kicks (USA) - Hereford United


Debut v USA (a) 27-5-1964


Appearances: 2







After playing schools and junior football in Gorleston, Mike was taken on to the Charlton Athletic groundstaff in June 1958, subsequently turning professional in March 1959. Over the next seven years he developed into a powerful and resilient midfield player and vying with Alan Mullery for a regular place in the England set-up. It was a battle ultimately won by Mullery, although both players missed out on the 1966 World Cup finals in England. Mike was transferred to Wolves in February 1966 for £40,000 and soon made captain, leading the club by example. During his time with Wolves he was captain when they won the League Cup in 1974 and reached the final of the UEFA Cup in 1972, although Alan Mullery of Spurs scored the goal that won the cup! He remained with Wolves until January 1977 when he went to play in America, costing the Minnesota Kicks club £15,000. Eighteen months later he returned to England to take over as player-manager at Hereford United, spending a little over a year at the club before going back to Charlton Athletic as team manager and then manager. He served Brighton as manager between June 1981 and December 1982, assembling most of the side that went on to reach the FA Cup Final at the end of the season. As well as his club honours Mike also collected five caps for England at Under-23 level and represented the Football League on three occasions.





Norman Coles BAILEY







Born: Streatham, London, 23rd July 1857


Died: Uxbridge, 13th January 1923


Role: Half-Back


Career: Old Westminsters - Clapham Rovers - Corinthians - Wanderers - Swifts - Surrey


Debut v Scotland (a) 2-3-1878


Appearances: 19 (2 goals)







Considering that opposition to England was restricted to Scotland, Wales and Ireland when Norman Bailey was playing, his final tally of 19 caps was a remarkable achievement, his caps being won over a nine year period. He played for Westminster School, Old Westminsters, Clapham Rovers, Wanderers, Swifts and Corinthians as well as earning representative honours for Surrey and London. He helped Clapham Rovers reach successive FA Cup Finals, finishing runners-up to Old Etonians in 1879 and winning the following year against Oxford University. At his peak he was described as ‘A very safe half-back, with plenty of dash and judgement; has both strength and pace and never misses his kick.’ Norman was also inspirational, captaining England in his final fifteen appearances to set a then record. A solicitor by profession, having been admitted in 1880, he served on the FA Committee from 1882 to 1884 and was a vice-president between 1887 and 1890.





Edward Francis BAILY







Born: Clapton, London, 6th August 1925


Died: Welwyn Garden City, 13th October 2010


Role: Inside-Forward


Career: Tottenham Hotspur - Port Vale - Nottingham Forest – Leyton Orient


Debut v Spain (Rio de Janeiro) 2-7-1950 (WC)


Appearances: 9 (5 goals)







Although he signed amateur forms with Spurs during the Second World War he was later reported missing in action and Spurs therefore allowed his registration to lapse. Upon arriving back in England he was persuaded by Chelsea to sign amateur forms with them, and it was only when he popped into White Hart Lane to collect his boots that the situation became clear. To their credit, Chelsea agreed to tear up their contract and Eddie re-signed with Spurs in February 1946, being upgraded to professional status in October the following year. He made his League debut in January 1947 at home to West Bromwich and quickly became a permanent fixture in the first team. It was around his passing skills and vision that ‘push and run’ centred, bringing player after player into play and carving opening after opening. More than a few fell to Baily himself, all dispatched with aplomb. He won a total of nine caps for England and also represented the Rest of the UK and the Football League. In 1956 he moved on to Port Vale for £6,000, but after only nine months moved to Nottingham Forest and helped them gain promotion to the First Division. He finished his playing career with Leyton Orient and then switched to coaching, returning to White Hart Lane in 1963 as Bill Nicholson’s assistant. Nicholson’s resignation in 1974 also saw the departure of Eddie Baily and he joined West Ham as chief scout, a position he held until his retirement in 1992.





John BAIN







Born: Bothwell, Lanarkshire, 15th July 1854


Died: Haverfordwest, 7th August 1929


Role: Forward


Career: Oxford University


Debut v Scotland (h) 3-3-1877


Appearances: 1







Despite being born in Scotland John Bain was qualified to play for England and finally did so in 1877, thus becoming the first Scottish-born player to represent England. He was educated at Sherborne School, Winchester College and Oxford University, earning his blue in 1876 and the following year helping Oxford to the final of the FA Cup, where they were beaten 2-1 after extra time by Wanderers. He qualified as a barrister and was called to the Bar in 1880 and also served as Master of Marlborough College between 1879 and 1883 and again from 1886 to his retirement in 1913. Whilst his only appearance for England saw him playing in the forward line, he was more normally a half back, his position for the 1877 FA Cup Final.





Leighton John BAINES







Born: Kirby, 11th December 1984


Role: Defender


Career: Wigan Athletic - Everton


Debut v Egypt (h) 3-3-2010


Appearances: 30 (1 goal)







Born and raised in Kirby, Leighton played football for his school side in Liverpool and joined Wigan Athletic, a club then in the third tier of English football. He was a member of the side that won promotion to the Championship by winning the Second Division championship in 2002-03. Two years later he was a part of the side that won further promotion to the Premier League, going on to help Wigan reach the final of the League Cup final in 2006. Assured performances for Wigan attracted attention from bigger clubs, with the likes of Arsenal and Manchester United vying for his signature. In July 2007 Leighton rejected a move to Sunderland, despite Wigan accepting a £6 million bid, preferring to move to Everton a month later in a deal reported as being £5 million. After initially struggling with injuries and competition, Leighton established himself as a regular in the team, helping Everton reach the FA Cup final in 2009. Having already picked up 16 caps for England at Under 21 level, he earned selection to the first team in March 2010. Whilst his initial selection was due to injury to Ashley Cole and the withdrawal of Wayne Bridge, his performance on his debut indicated that future involvement would be on its own merit.





Alfred BAKER







Born: Ilkeston, 27th April 1898


Died: Bromley, 1st April 1955


Role: Right-Half


Career: Ilkeston - Cossall St. Catherines - Long Eaton - Eastwood Rangers - Chesterfield - Crystal Palace - Huddersfield Town - Arsenal


Debut v Wales (h) 28-11-1927


Appearances: 1







Alf Baker was one of the original utility players, appearing in just about every position for Arsenal, including goalkeeper in an emergency. The First World War broke out before he had linked with any one club and so during the hostilities he guested for Chesterfield, Crystal Palace and Huddersfield Town, signing with Arsenal in May 1919 just before normal League football resumed. Over the course of twelve years at Highbury he helped the club win the FA Cup in 1930 having already collected a runners-up medal in 1927 and represented the Football League on two occasions. He announced his retirement in May 1931 and spent a spell scouting for the club, although he later worked as a groundsman for a London sports club upon leaving the game.





Benjamin Howard BAKER







Born: Aigburth, Liverpool, 13th February 1892


Died: Warminster, 10th September 1987


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Blackburn Rovers - Preston North End - Liverpool - Everton - Northern Nomads - Chelsea - Everton - Oldham Athletic - Lancashire County - Corinthians


Debut v Belgium (a) 21-5-1921


Appearances: 2







Ben Howard Baker first came to prominence as an athlete and represented Great Britain at the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm in the high jump and later went on to set a new British record of 6’ 5”, a record which remained unbeaten for 26 years. He also competed in the same event at the 1920 Olympics in Antwerp, where he finished in sixth place; had he repeated his British record at either Olympics he would have won the gold medal. In 1920 he also competed in the triple jump (finishing eighth) and the discus. He began his football career with Marlborough Old Boys and Liverpool Balmoral and was on the books of Blackburn Rovers immediately before the First World War. His first taste of success came whilst he was signed to Northern Nomads, helping them win the Welsh Amateur Cup in 1921 as well as earning the first of 10 caps for England at amateur level. A couple of months later he was capped for England at full level during the country’s tour of Europe. He also represented the Football League on one occasion and collected his second full cap for England in 1925. Another good all-round sportsman, he played cricket for Liverpool Cricket Club, was considered international level at water polo and was more than competent at the hurdles and discus. He played at Wimbledon in the men’s doubles tennis event and also won the Welsh covered courts doubles in 1929 and 1932. There is still some confusion as to his name, for some reference books show his surname as Howard-Baker, others as Baker.





Joseph Henry BAKER







Born: Liverpool, 17th July 1940


Died: Wishaw, 6th October 2003


Role: Centre-Forward


Career: Coltness United - Armadale Thistle - Hibernian - Torino (Italy) - Arsenal - Nottingham Forest - Sunderland - Hibernian - Raith Rovers


Debut v Northern Ireland (h) 18-11-1959 (scored once)


Appearances: 8 (3 goals)







Joe Baker was the first player to be capped by England whilst playing outside the country; he was on the books of Scottish club Hibernian at the time of his appearance against Yugoslavia in 1960, and he went on to make a further four appearances whilst still in Scotland. He had began by playing schools football in Scotland and joined the Chelsea groundstaff at the age of 15, although soon became homesick and was released and joined Hibernian in June 1956. His performances for both Hibernian and later England alerted others clubs to his talents and Italian giants Torino paid £73,000 to take him to Turin in May 1961. Unable to properly settle in Italy he was sold to Arsenal in July 1962 for £67,500, spending four years at Highbury before a further move to Nottingham Forest for £60,000 in February 1966. Three years later he joined for Sunderland for £30,000 and spent two years at Roker Park before returning to Scotland and Hibernian for £12,000 in 1971. He finished his playing career with Raith Rovers, playing for the club between 1972 and 1974. Aside from his eight full caps for England Joe also collected six caps at Under-23 level, represented Scotland at Schoolboy level and helped Hibernian reach the Scottish FA Cup Final in 1958 where they were beaten by Clyde. His brother Gerry was also a professional footballer and although he was born in Scotland went on to make international appearances for the United States of America!





Alan James BALL







Born: Farnworth, Lancashire, 12th May 1945


Died: Warsash, 24th April 2007


Role: Midfield


Career: Blackpool - Everton - Arsenal - Southampton - Vancouver Whitecaps (Canada) - Blackpool - Southampton - Bristol Rovers


Debut v Yugoslavia (a) 9-5-1965


Appearances: 72 (8 goals) + 1 unofficial appearance







He began his career with Blackpool in 1962 and made 162 appearances for the Seasiders before joining Everton for a six-figure sum in August 1966, by which time he was holder of a World Cup winner’s medal. He won a League championship medal with Everton and then in December 1971 joined Arsenal for £220,000, then the biggest transfer fee in Britain. After five years with Arsenal and a runners-up medal in the 1972 FA Cup Final he joined Southampton and gave them near on four years good service before landing his first managerial post with his first club, Blackpool. After he was sacked he returned briefly to playing with Southampton before trying his hand at management once again, this time with better results. He returned Portsmouth to the First Division in 1988 (although they went straight back down) and performed a financial miracle at Exeter before accepting an offer to team up with Lawrie McMenemy at Southampton in 1994 and subsequently going on to Maine Road and Manchester City and finally returning to Fratton Park. He died from a heart attack whilst attending to a bonfire on 24th April 2007. His father, also named Alan, was a former professional footballer and manager.





John BALL







Born: Hazel Grove, Stockport, 29th September 1900


Died: Coventry, December 1989


Role: Inside-Left


Career: Silverwood - Sheffield United - Bristol Rovers - Wath Athletic - Bury - West Ham United - Coventry City - Stourbridge


Debut v Ireland (a) 22-10-1927


Appearances: 1







Jack Ball began his professional career with Sheffield United during the close season of 1919, shortly before the resumption of League football following the First World War. He spent two years with the club before moving on to join Bristol Rovers. He spent just one season with the club before dropping out of League football with Wath Athletic, but Bury rescued him in May 1923 for a fee of £350. His six years at Bury represented the most successful of his career, culminating in his selection for England in 1927. At half time Jack had to go in goal following an injury to Ted Hufton and conceded Ireland’s second goal in their 2-0 win and was never selected for England again. Jack joined West Ham United in May 1929 and spent a year at Upton Park before moving on to Coventry City and finished his playing career with Stourbridge. He scored 109 goals in 268 League matches for his five clubs, a good return.





Michael John BALL







Born: Liverpool, 2nd October 1979


Role: Defender


Career: Everton – Glasgow Rangers – PSV Eindhoven – Manchester City – Leicester City


Debut v Spain (h) 28-2-2001


Appearances: 1







A graduate from the youth ranks at Everton and an England international at youth level, Michael Ball was one of the first beneficiaries of new England manager Sven Goran Eriksson’s ‘clean slate’ policy of judging for himself each player’s abilities rather than rely on reputations and previous involvement with the full England set up. Thus Michael reliable performances for Everton in those early months earned him a call up for Eriksson’s first England squad for the match against Spain and a substitute appearance when he replaced Chris Powell. In the summer of 2001 he switched to Glasgow Rangers in a deal worth £6.5 million. He was a regular in the side until the 2004-05 season when he was used less and less by Rangers, mainly because his continued presence in the side would have triggered additional payments to Everton. He was allowed to leave at the end of the season on a free transfer and subsequently signed a two year deal with PSV Eindhoven. After helping them win the Dutch League in his first season, injuries restricted his appearance in the first team and he joined Manchester City in January 2007. He was released at the end of the 2008-09 season.





William Atherton BALMER







Born: Liverpool, 29th July 1875


Died: Huddersfield, February 1961


Role: Right-Back


Career: Aintree Church - South Shore - Everton - Croydon Common


Debut v Ireland (h) 25-2-1905


Appearances: 1







The older of the two Balmer brothers to play for Everton by four years (his younger brother Robert joined the club in 1902) he joined the club in 1897 and went on to make over 300 appearances for the first team, partnering first Jack Crelley and then his own brother at full back. In 1905 he won his only cap for England and the following year collected a winners’ medal in the FA Cup and also represented the Football League on one occasion. He remained at Everton until 1908 when he went to join Croydon Common, later serving Huddersfield Town as coach. It is believed that he scored more own goals during his career than any other player, a total of eight. He did manage to score one for Everton during his career, a penalty in 1899. His nephew Jack Balmer played for Liverpool between 1935 and 1952.





John BAMBER







Born: Peasley Cross, 11th April 1895


Died: St Helens, Summer 1971


Role: Left-Half


Career: St. Helens - Liverpool - Leicester City - Tranmere Rovers - Prescot Cables


Debut v Wales (a) 14-3-1921


Appearances: 1







Jack Bamber gave great service to all three of his League clubs, playing right-half for Liverpool, left-half with Leicester City and at centre-half for Tranmere Rovers, although his one appearance for England saw him at left-half. He had joined the professional ranks in December 1915 with Liverpool, with the First World War delaying his League debut until the 1919-20 season. A succession of injuries meant he missed out as Liverpool twice won the League title and did not get to represent his country on more occasions, for he undoubtedly possessed the abilities to have collected many more caps. In February 1924 he was transferred to Leicester and helped them to the Second Division championship in 1925. He moved on to Tranmere Rovers in July 1927 and spent three years with the club before moving into non-League circles. In addition to his one cap for England Jack did represent the Football League on two occasions and was part of the FA touring side to South Africa in 1920.





Arthur Leopold BAMBRIDGE







Born: Windsor, 16th June 1861


Died: Rochford, 27th November 1923


Role: Full-Back - Forward


Career: Clapham Rovers – Berkshire - Corinthians


Debut v Wales (h) 26-2-1881


Appearances: 3 (1 goal)







One of five brothers who played football to a high standard (three played for England) he was educated at St. Marks School and Windsor and played for the Windsor XI in 1877. He joined Upton Park in 1879 and later served Swifts, Clapham Rovers and Corinthians as well as representing Berkshire. According to the 1881 Football Annual he was ‘useful; plays with judgement and is difficult to pass.’ Injury brought his playing career to an end in 1884 after which he travelled the world studying art and produced a few minor paintings of his own!





Edward Charles BAMBRIDGE







Born: Windsor, 30th July 1858


Died: Wimbledon, 8th November 1935


Role: Left-Winger


Career: Windsor Home Park - Swifts - Streatham - Berkshire - Upton Park - Clapham Rovers


Debut v Scotland (h) 5-4-1879 (scored twice)


Appearances: 18 (11 goals)







The most capped of the three Bambridge brothers to represent England, Charles was educated at St. Mark’s School in Windsor and later went on to play for Malvern College, Windsor Home Park, Streatham, Upton Park, Clapham Rovers, Swifts and Corinthians and played representative football for Berkshire. He was one of the first ‘stars’ of the England side; on his debut England were 4-1 down at half time and he scored twice in the second half, his second goal winning the match 5-4 for England. He was the first player to score as many as ten goals for his country and also scored in eight consecutive games, a record that was not equaled until 1966 by Bobby Charlton. Known throughout his career as Charlie Bam he was an extremely fast winger and went on to serve on the FA Committee between 1883 and 1886. In 1882 he was one of the founders of the Corinthians and was honorary secretary between 1923 and 1932.





Ernest Henry BAMBRIDGE







Born: Windsor, 16th May 1848


Died: Southend, 16th October 1917


Role: Forward


Career: Swifts - Windsor Home Park - East Sheen - Berkshire - Corinthians


Debut v Scotland (a) 4-3-1876


Appearances: 1







The first of the three Bambridge brothers to represent England, Ernie also had the shortest international career, earning just one cap for his country. His playing career was spent with Windsor Home Park, Swifts, East Sheen and the Corinthians and representative honours with Berkshire. He, like his brother Charles, served on the FA Committee between 1876 and 1882 and was a member of the Corinthians committee in 1882. Aside from his football exploits Ernie also worked in the Stock Exchange.





Gordon BANKS O.B.E.







Born: Sheffield, 30th December 1937


Died: Stoke-On-Trent, 12the February 2019.


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Millspaugh Steelworks - Rawmarsh Welfare - Chesterfield - Leicester City - Stoke City


Debut v Scotland (h) 6-4-1963


Appearances: 73







One of the greatest goalkeeper’s in English history Gordon began his career playing schools football in Sheffield before signing for Chesterfield in September 1955. He made 23 League appearances in four years at the club but was immediately targeted by bigger clubs, finally signing for Leicester City for £6,000 in May 1959. Whilst at Leicester he helped the club to the finals of both the FA Cup and League Cup on two occasions, although only one of these, the League Cup in 1964 ended in victory. Having represented England at Under-23 level on two occasions he was handed his first full cap in 1963 and went on to become first choice, at least at national level, for the next nine years and was described Banks of England in deference to his safe goalkeeping - he kept 35 clean sheets in his 73 appearances. Goalkeeper when England won the World Cup in 1966, his reputation worldwide was effectively made with his performances in the 1970 tournament, especially one stunning save from a Pele header in a group match that was acclaimed ‘the greatest save ever’. Unfortunately Gordon’s World Cup ended amid speculation that he had been ‘got at’, for he was forced to miss the quarter-final clash with West Germany owing to a mystery illness; no one else in the squad suffered and England slid out of the competition. Whilst Gordon may have been first choice for England at club level it was a different story, for the emergence of Peter Shilton at Leicester prompted the club to believe that Shilton was a better prospect and Gordon was sold to Stoke City for £52,000 in April 1967. He helped the Potteries club win the League Cup in 1972, the same year he was named Footballer of the Year and awarded the O.B.E. The following year he was involved in a car accident that cost him the sight of one eye and his career, although he did attempt something of a comeback in America with Fort Lauderdale Strikers. Once his playing career ended he became club coach at Stoke, later serving Port Vale and non-League Telford United in a similar capacity. After a spell as general manager at Telford he returned to Stoke City to become specialist goalkeeper coach for the club. Away from the game he has been a partner in a plant hire company and run a sports promotions company.





Herbert Ernest BANKS







Born: Coventry, 19th June 1874


Died: Kings Norton, Summer 1947


Role: Inside-Left


Career: Everton - Third Lanark - Millwall Athletic - Aston Villa - Bristol City - Watford


Debut v Ireland (h) 9-3-1901


Appearances: 1







Herbert Banks played junior football in Leamington before enlisting with the Seaforth Highlanders. Posted to India he represented his unit in numerous competitions, helping them win the Simla Regimental Cup twice. Upon returning to England he signed with Everton, although a couple of months later joined Third Lanark in time for the 1897-98 season. He spent two years in Scotland before returning south of the border and signed for Millwall Athletic. Although Millwall played in the Southern League Herbert’s performances were of such quality he was selected for England in March 1901 against Ireland. Herbert gave a good account of himself, even if he was never selected again, for a month later he joined Aston Villa, then one of the major clubs in the country. He proved unable to settle at Villa Park and left for Bristol City in November 1901, finishing his playing career with Watford who he joined in the 1903 close season. After his retirement he moved to Birmingham where he worked for an engineering company.





Thomas BANKS







Born: Farnworth, Lancashire, 10th November 1929


Role: Left-Back


Career: Prestwich’s XI - Bolton Wanderers - Altrincham - Bangor City


Debut v USSR (a) 18-5-1958


Appearances: 6







Tommy Banks was one of the toughest full backs of his age and a player feared throughout the game, for the ferocity of his tackling was legendary. Indeed, in one game he was heard to tell Chelsea and England winger Peter Broadbent ‘If thou tries to get past me, lad, thou will get gravel rash!’ Tommy first began to attract attention whilst playing for Farnsworth Boys Club, going on to represent both England and Great Britain Boys Clubs. He also represented the Army whilst on national service and joined Bolton Wanderers in October 1947. He spent virtually his entire professional career at Burnden Park, helping the club win the FA Cup in 1958 and made 233 appearances in the League for the club, scoring twice, although he was more often than not entirely concerned with preventing goals! He was released by Bolton in the 1961 close season and signed for Altrincham, spending two years with the club before switching to Bangor City and helping them to the Welsh FA Cup Final in 1964. Tommy represented the Football League once in addition to his six caps for England. He was also a leading advocate in the move to abolish the maximum wage for players. Indeed, at one meeting he turned on a player who claimed footballers were already well paid with the retort “Tha can tell tha father from me that if he fancies chasing Brother Matthews [Stanley Matthews] here around for ninety minutes, then I’ll swap jobs with tha father anytime and I’ll have his wages and he can have mine!”





William BANNISTER







Born: Burnley, December 1878


Died: Leicester, 25th March 1942


Role: Centre-Half


Career: Earley - Burnley - Bolton Wanderers - Woolwich Arsenal - Leicester Fosse - Burnley


Debut v Wales (h) 18-3-1901


Appearances: 2







Billy Bannister joined Burnley from Earley in 1899 and proved a worthwhile acquisition by the club, earning a call up to the England squad within eighteen months of his signing. He collected his first cap for England owing to the unavailability of Frank Forman through injury, but Billy did well enough in the 6-0 win to suggest it might not be his last performance. In November 1901 he was sold to Bolton Wanderers for £75, a ridiculously low figure given his stature, and he was selected for his second England cap in the 1-0 win over Ireland in March 1902. He spent just over a year at Bolton before moving south to join Woolwich Arsenal and a little over a year later moved on to Leicester Fosse. He remained with Leicester six years before rejoining Burnley for a season before retiring. Billy, who also represented the Football League on two occasions, became a licensee upon his retirement, first in Burnley and later back in Leicester.





Robert BARCLAY







Born: Scotswood, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 27th October 1906


Died: Huddersfield, 13th July 1969


Role: Inside-Forward


Career: Allendale - Scotswood - Derby County - Sheffield United - Huddersfield Town


Debut v Scotland (h) 9-4-1932 (scored once)


Appearances: 3 (2 goals)







Bobby played junior football in the Scotswood area as a youngster and signed with Derby County in February 1927. At a time when inside-forwards were expected to do little other than score goals, Bobby was an extremely useful player to have in the side; creative and aware of others in better positions and just as likely to deliver a killer pass as score a goal himself. He spent four years with Derby before moving to Sheffield United in June 1931 and the following collected his first cap for England. He helped United reach the FA Cup Final in 1936, where they were beaten by Arsenal and in March 1937 moved on again, this time joining Huddersfield Town. He reached his second FA Cup Final the following years although he had to settle for another runners-up medal as Preston North End won in the last minute of extra time thanks to a penalty. The outbreak of the Second World War brought Bobby’s playing career to an end after 369 League appearances for his three clubs, scoring 106 goals.





David John BARDSLEY







Born: Manchester, 11th April 1964


Role: Full-Back


Career: Blackpool - Watford - Oxford United - Queens Park Rangers


Debut v Spain (a) (substitute) 9-9-1992


Appearances: 2







First signed by Blackpool he represented England at Youth level before a £150,000 move to Watford in 1983 and helped the club to the FA Cup Final at the end of his first season with the club. He moved on to Oxford United in 1987 for £265,000 but made his name when signing for Queens Park Rangers in 1989, a move that cost the Loftus Road club £500,000. Capped by England on two occasions he then suffered a succession of injuries, culminating in some 20 months out of the game until re-appearing for QPR in February 1998. At the end of the season he was released by the club.





Mark Francis BARHAM







Born: Folkestone, 12th July 1962


Role: Midfield


Career: Norwich City - Huddersfield Town - Middlesbrough - West Bromwich Albion - Brighton & Hove Albion - Shrewsbury Town


Debut v Australia (a) 12-6-1983


Appearances: 2







Mark was taken on as an apprentice by Norwich in June 1978 and turned professional in April 1980. Having represented England at Youth level he was taken on the end of season tour to Australia by the full side in 1983 and appeared twice against the home side, his international career lasting three days. Whilst it was difficult to get back into England contention Mark did turn in some sterling performances for Norwich, helping them win the League Cup in 1985. Although Norwich were relegated from the First Division the same year, they bounced back as Second Division champions in 1986. Sadly Mark suffered a severe knee injury during the 1985-86 season and was seldom the same player thereafter, being sold to Huddersfield Town in July 1987 for £25,000. A little over a year later he moved on again, this time to Middlesbrough, although after only three League appearances he was transferred to West Bromwich Albion. His stay at the Hawthorns was equally brief, taking in four League matches before another move, this time to Brighton. He remained with them for nearly three years before joining Shrewsbury where he finished his League career. Mark had earlier represented England at roller-hockey, a unique sports double.





Samuel BARKAS







Born: Wardley Colliery, Northumberland, 29th December 1909


Died: Bradford, 10th December 1989


Role: Left-Back


Career: Bradford City - Manchester City


Debut v Belgium (a) 9-5-1936


Appearances: 5







One of four brothers to have played League football professionally, Sam played junior football for Middle Dock FC whilst working as a miner before being signed by Bradford City midway through the 1927-28 season. He was something of a utility player whilst at City, for he played at left-half during the 1928-29 season when the club won the Third Division (North) championship and later converted to full back, the position at which he enjoyed his greatest success. He was sold to Manchester City for £5,000 in April 1934 and remained with the Maine Road club for the rest of his career, finally retiring in May 1947. In-between times he had collected a League championship medal in 1937 and a Second Division championship medal in 1947, something of a unique treble. He was probably at his best between 1936 and 1938, gaining five England caps and representing the Football League three times during this period. Upon retiring as a player he took over as manager of Workington Town, later holding the reins at Wigan Athletic and scouting for Manchester City and Leeds United. He later returned to Bradford City, running the club’s pools scheme during the mid-1960s. Sam was also selected for England for the match against Scotland on 2nd December 1939 but the car carrying him and fellow player Eric Brook crashed on route to Newcastle, thus forcing England to select Tommy Pearson, a Scotsman, in his place.





John William BARKER







Born: Denaby, Yorkshire, 27th February 1906


Died: Derby, 20th January 1982


Role: Centre-Half


Career: Denaby Rovers - Denaby United - Derby County


Debut v Wales (a) 29-9-1934


Appearances: 11







Jack Barker was another player who combined playing junior football with full time work as a miner, experiencing a pit roof collapse during his time underground. After playing in the Rawmarsh League with Denaby Rovers he joined Denaby United for one season and was then spotted by Derby County, costing the club £200 when they signed him in April 1928. He remained with County until the outbreak of the Second World War, at which point he announced his retirement as a player having collected eleven caps for England and made three appearances for the Football League. He captained the England team in his last international, against Wales in 1936, although the Welsh won 2-1. At the end of the hostilities he took over at Bradford City as manager, a post he held until January 1947 when he journeyed to Ireland to take over at Dundalk. He returned to England in November 1948 to become trainer and coach to Oldham Athletic, although this position lasted three months. He later had a second spell at Derby County, serving as manager between November 1953 and May 1955. He remained in Derby after his resignation, working as a fitter’s mate at the Carriage & Wagon railway works in the town.





Richard Raine BARKER







Born: Kensington, London, 29th May 1869


Died: Eastbourne, 1st October 1940


Role: Wing-Half


Career: Casuals - Corinthians


Debut v Wales (h) 18-3-1895


Appearances: 1







Richard was educated at Repton School and played for the school team in 1887, joining the Casuals when he left. He helped them reach the FA Amateur Cup in 1894 and was also linked with Corinthians between 1894 and 1900. He was one of three debutants in the match against Wales which was drawn 1-1, and the general consensus about Richard was that he was much too slow to be an international player, even if he could pass a ball accurately and kick exceptionally well. He was an engineer by profession and was later manager of the Bromley Electric Light Company.





Robert BARKER







Born: Wouldham, Kent, 19th June 1847


Died: Watford, 11th November 1915


Role: Goalkeeper - Forward


Career: Hertfordshire Rangers - Middlesex - Kent


Debut v Scotland (a) 30-11-1872


Appearances: 1







Robert was educated at Marlborough College and played rugby as well as football and joined Hertfordshire Rangers in order to concentrate on football. He also represented both Middlesex and Kent during his career and was also believed to have turned out for Westminster School and Wanderers during his career. He was selected in goal for England’s first international against Scotland, although switched with William Maynard at half time. The original choice, Alex Morten was unavailable on the day and it is believed Barker was chosen because he was the biggest and slowest player in the England team and because his rugby experience and handling of the ball would come in useful. He kept a clean sheet during his spell in goal, as did Maynard. Robert Barker was a civil engineer by profession and later served as Chief Assistant Engineer to the London, Chatham and Dover Railway and the South Eastern Railway.





Ross BARKLEY







Born: Liverpool, 5th December 1993


Role: Midfield


Career: Everton – Sheffield Wednesday – Leeds United - Chelsea


Debut v Moldova (h) 6-9-2013


Appearances: 31 (4 goals)







Associated with Everton from the age of eleven, Ross graduated to the youth ranks and was named as a substitute for a Premier League match early on during the 2010-112 season still aged sixteen. Unfortunately, a broken leg sustained whilst playing for England at Under 19 level a month later put his League debut on hold. Once he recovered he forced his way back into first team contention, being sent out on loan to Sheffield Wednesday and then Leeds United in order to gain further experience. By the start of the 2013-14 season he was installed as a regular in the Everton line-up. Ross represented England at Under 16, 17, 19, 20 and 21 level prior to gaining his first full cap. He moved to Chelsea for a £15 million fee in January 2018 and helped them win the 2019 Europa League.





Raymond John BARLOW







Born: Swindon, 17th August 1926


Died: Bridgend, 14th March 2012


Role: Left-Half


Career: West Bromwich Albion - Birmingham City - Stourbridge


Debut v Northern Ireland (a) 2-10-1954


Appearances: 1







Ray played schoolboy football in Swindon and later at junior level for Garrad’s FC before linking with West Bromwich Albion as an amateur in June 1944. He was upgraded to the professional ranks the following November and made his debut for the club in the first season after the Second World War. He remained an Albion player until August 1960, by which time he had made 403 appearances for the League side, scoring 31 goals. He helped Albion win the FA Cup in 1954 and later the same year made his only appearance for England, the presence in the side of Jimmy Dickinson and Duncan Edwards preventing further appearances. He went on a month’s trial with Birmingham City and joined the club permanently in August 1960 but was to make only five appearances in the League side before retiring in March 1961. He was then associated with non-League Stourbridge, finally retiring for good in the summer of 1962. As well as one appearance for the full England side Ray turned out for the B side twice and for the Football League four times. He was a newsagent in Stourbridge after his retirement.





Nicholas Jonathan BARMBY







Born: Hull, 11th February 1974


Role: Midfield


Career: Tottenham Hotspur - Middlesbrough - Everton - Liverpool - Leeds United – Nottingham Forest – Hull City


Debut v Uruguay (h) (substitute) 29-3-1995


Appearances: 23 (4 goals)







Nick signed with Spurs as a trainee in 1991 after graduating form the England School of Excellence and was soon established as an integral part of the team, linking up exceptionally well with Teddy Sheringham as the team reached the FA Cup semi final in 1993. The arrival of Jurgen Klinsmann threatened that partnership and Nick expressed his wish to return to the North, finally joining Middlesbrough for £5.25 million in August 1995. A little over a year later a £5.75 million fee took him to Goodison Park and Everton. Having broken into the England set up whilst at Spurs, he has since suffered from considerable competition for places. He re-discovered something approaching his previous form in 1997-98, earning a recall to the England B side and captaining Everton, but he suffered a groin injury that was to prove crucial. After further appearances for the B side he was unable to earn selection for the full side, but a switch across Stanley Park to Liverpool brought about a change in fortunes and a recall to the England side. He rejoined Terry Venables at Leeds United in 2002 but signed for his hometown club Hull City in the summer of 2004 after a loan spell at Nottingham Forest, helping them reach the Premiership in 2008.





John Charles Bryan BARNES







Born: Kingston, Jamaica, 7th November 1963


Role: Forward - Winger


Career: Sudbury Court - Watford - Liverpool - Newcastle United - Charlton Athletic


Debut v Northern Ireland (a) (substitute) 28-5-1983


Appearances: 79 (11 goals)







Watford signed John Barnes on a free transfer from Sudbury Court in July 1981 and he was to prove one of the key players that earned Watford their promotion to the then First Division for the first time in their history and a place in the 1984 FA Cup Final. By then he was already an England international, but he will forever be remembered for a goal he scored against Brazil at the Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro that summer, dribbling his way through the defence before stroking the ball home. Such form, even if it was explosive rather than consistent was always likely to earn him a big money move and in 1987 Liverpool paid £900,000 to take him to Anfield. There he developed into one of the best midfield players of the age, helping the club win two League titles, the FA Cup, League Cup and two Charity Shields and the Football Writers’ Association Footballer of the Year award on two occasions (1988 and 1990) and the PFA Players’ Player of the Year in 1988 on a personal level. Whilst his form at club level was never in question, for England he remained something of an enigma, disappearing from games for spells and then lighting up proceedings with a touch of brilliance. A member of the side that reached the World Cup finals in 1986 and 1990 he made his last appearance for England in 1996. The following year, after ten years at Anfield he was given a free transfer and immediately linked up with former manager Kenny Dalglish at Newcastle United (along with another former Anfield favourite in Ian Rush), where his experience was put to good use as Newcastle reached the FA Cup Final in 1998. He came off the bench at Wembley to become part of an exclusive club; representing three different sides in the FA Cup Final. In February 1999 he joined Premiership strugglers Charlton Athletic on a free transfer. He retired from playing at the end of the 1998-99 season and had a brief spell as head coach at Celtic the following season before becoming a television pundit. He returned to management with Jamaica in November 2008, leaving them to join Tranmere Rovers in June 2009 but was sacked four months later.





Peter Simon BARNES







Born: Manchester, 10th June 1957


Role: Winger


Career: Manchester City - West Bromwich Albion - Leeds United - Real Betis (Spain) - Leeds United - Coventry City - Manchester United - Manchester City - Bolton Wanderers - Port Vale - Wimbledon - Hull City - Bolton Wanderers - Sunderland - Stockport County


Debut v Italy (h) 16-11-1977 (WCQ)


Appearances: 22 (4 goals)







The son of former Manchester City professional Ken Barnes Peter played schools football in Manchester and signed with Manchester City as an associate schoolboy, being offered an apprenticeship in July 1972 and being upgraded to the professional ranks in July 1974. He was considered a huge prospect as a youngster, being capped for England at Youth and Under-21 level, winning nine caps at that level and also being named the PFA Young Footballer of the Year in 1975. Two years later he had broken into the full England side, collecting the first of 22 caps for his country. In July 1979 West Bromwich Albion paid their record fee of £748,000 to take him to the Hawthorns where he continued his form and kept his place in the England set up. Albion received their record fee for him in August 1981 with Leeds United paying £930,000 for his signature. He spent a year at Elland Road before a £1.15 million move to Real Betis of Spain in the summer of 1982, although he was back at Leeds twelve months later, this time costing the club £930,000. In October 1984 he joined Manchester United, spending two years as a squad player at Old Trafford and then cross the city to rejoin Manchester City in January 1987 for £30,000. His career thereafter saw him at Bolton Wanderers, Port Vale, Wimbledon, Hull City, Sunderland and Stockport County. Peter also represented England at B level during his career.





Horace Hutton BARNET







Born: Kensington, London, 6th March 1856


Died: London, 29th March 1941


Role: Right-Winger


Career: Royal Engineers - Corinthians


Debut v Ireland (a) 18-2-1882


Appearances: 1







Horace Barnet joined the Royal Engineers in 1875 and quickly represented the unit at football, appearing in the 1878 FA Cup Final against Wanderers which was lost 3-1. He later played for Corinthians and made his only appearance for England in 1882, at the time being known as a forward who was comfortable when dribbling with the ball but prone to erratic passing and shooting. This was probably best exemplified by his only appearance for England; Ireland were beaten 13-0 and only one of England’s forwards failed to get on the score sheet or play for their country again; Horace Barnet. He retired from the Royal Engineers during the early 1900s having attained the rank of Colonel but was recalled for service during the First World War. He later lived in London.





Malcolm Williamson BARRASS







Born: Blackpool, 13th December 1924


Died: Tottington, 4th August 2013


Role: Centre-Half


Career: Bolton Wanderers - Sheffield United - Wigan Athletic - Nuneaton - Pwliheli


Debut v Wales (a) 20-10-1951


Appearances: 3 + 1 War appearance







The son of former Sheffield Wednesday and Manchester City player Matt Barrass, who won two Second Division championship medals during the 1920s, Malcolm was spotted by Bolton Wanderers whilst playing for Ford Motors in Manchester during the Second World War. He signed for Bolton Wanderers in early 1944 and made an immediate impact, being called up by England for the war time international against Wales in 1945. He had to wait six years before making his full debut for his country but by then he was an established member of the Bolton side, going on to make 329 League appearances for the Trotters. A member of the side that reached the FA Cup Final in 1953, where they were beaten by Blackpool, Malcolm remained with Bolton until September 1956 when he was sold to Sheffield Wednesday for £5,000. He made just 18 League appearances for the Hillsborough club before being released in July 1958 in order to take over as player-manager at Wigan Athletic, a post he held for barely six months. He finished his playing career in the non-League game, turning out for Nuneaton Borough and Pwllheli before becoming trainer to Hyde United in the summer of 1962. As well as his three full caps for England Malcolm also represented the Football League on two occasions.





Albert Frank BARRETT







Born: West Ham, London, 11th November 1903


Died: Cape Town, 8th December 1989


Role: Left-Half


Career: Fairbairn House - Leytonstone - Essex - West Ham United - Southampton - Fulham


Debut v Ireland (a) 19-10-1929


Appearances: 1







Albert played for West Ham Schools and represented England as schoolboy level before signing with Leytonstone in 1921, linking with West Ham United as an amateur in 1923. He made one League appearance during the 1924-25 season for Southampton and made four appearances for the England amateur side before signing as a professional with Fulham in June 1925. His only appearance for the full England side came at a time when Fulham were still in the Third Division. Known as Snowball in recognition of his extremely blond hair, he remained with Fulham until his retirement in 1937. During his playing career Albert had continued to work as an accountant and immediately after the Second World War worked as secretary to a wholesale firm based in Romford.





Earl Delisser BARRETT







Born: Rochdale, 28th April 1967


Role: Full-Back


Career: Manchester City - Chester City - Oldham Athletic - Aston Villa - Everton - Sheffield United - Sheffield Wednesday


Debut v New Zealand (a) 3-6-1991


Appearances: 3







Earl began his career with Manchester City but after two years and only three first team appearances was sold to Oldham for £35,000. Oldham’s FA Cup exploits and Second Division title win alerted other clubs to his talents and he was sold to Aston Villa for £1.7 million in February 1992, going on to help his new club win the League Cup in 1994. He was sold to Everton for £1.7 million in January 1995 but was ineligible for the FA Cup Final that season having already appeared for Villa earlier in the competition. In 1998 his position at Everton came under threat and he joined Sheffield United on loan, with a view to the move becoming permanent should he prove his fitness. This he accomplished with little trouble, but before Sheffield United could finalise his move he was snapped up by city neighbours Sheffield Wednesday on a free transfer! He retired from playing in 2000 and obtained a degree in sports science.





James William ‘Tiny’ BARRETT







Born: Stratford, London, 19th January 1907


Died: Southwark, 25th November 1970


Role: Centre-Half


Career: Fairbairn House - West Ham United


Debut v Northern Ireland (h) 22-10-1928


Appearances: 1







Although Jim Barrett played for Fairbairn House and West Ham United at almost exactly the same time as Albert Barrett, they are not believed to have been related. Jim had signed as a professional with West Ham in the summer of 1923 when aged only 16 and went on to appear in every position for the senior and reserve sides. He was also capped by England at schoolboy level, making two appearances, and was something of a schoolboy star, scoring over 200 goals for his school team over two seasons and 98 for West Ham Schools in season 1920-21. Jim holds the record for the shortest ever international career for England; after only four minutes of the match against Northern Ireland he was injured, and although he struggled on for a further four minutes he was carried off the field and never selected again. He remained with West Ham United until his retirement in 1945 and then had a spell in charge of the A team at Upton Park. His son, also named Jim, played for West Ham between 1949 and 1954 and returned to the club in 1960 after playing for Nottingham Forest and Birmingham City.





Gareth BARRY







Born: Hastings, 23rd February 1981


Role: Defender


Career: Aston Villa – Manchester City – Everton – West Bromwich Albion


Debut v Ukraine (h) 31-5-2000


Appearances: 53 (2 goals)







A graduate from the YTS scheme at Aston Villa, Gareth turned professional in February 1998 and made his League debut for the club before the season was out. Initially a midfield player, Gareth found greater success as a defender and during the 1998-99 season his progress was such that he was able to oust Republic of Ireland international Steve Staunton from the left back berth, going on to make 32 League appearances over the course of the season. Despite his youth, Aston Villa felt sufficiently confident in his promise they offered him a five year contract on his 18th birthday. In May 2000, having helped Aston Villa reach the FA Cup final for the first time since 1957 he was awarded his first cap for England. He was something of a regular for the next three years and was then dropped, only to return in 2007 following a string of good performances at club level. After considerable speculation that he was to move to Liverpool at the start of the 2008-09 season, Gareth eventually opted to remain at Villa Park and helped them win a place in Europe. On 2 June 2009, however, he switched to Manchester City for £12 million. He helped Manchester City win the FA Cup in 2011 and the Premier League a year later. He joined Everton on a season-long loan in August 2013, the deal becoming permanent a year later. He left Everton on a free transfer in the summer of 2017, subsequently joining West Bromwich Albion.





Leonard James BARRY







Born: Sneinton, Nottinghamshire, 27th October 1901


Died: Basford, 17th April 1970


Role: Left-Winger


Career: Notts County - Leicester City - Nottingham Forest


Debut v France (a) 17-5-1928


Appearances: 5







Len Barry played schools football in Nottingham and even transferred back to his old school in order to continue playing the sport, having found the rugby playing school he had gone to not to his liking. He joined Notts County as an amateur in 1921 and turned professional two years later after winning one cap for the England amateur side. He remained with County until September 1927 when he cost Leicester City £3,300 and less than a year later had collected the first of his five caps for the full England side. He remained with Leicester until the summer of 1933 when he left to join Nottingham Forest and retired the following year. After giving up football he worked at RAF Chilwell on transport and later at two civilian airfields.





Frank BARSON







Born: Sheffield, 10th April 1891


Died: Birmingham, 13th September 1968


Role: Centre-Half


Career: Albion FC - Cammell Laird FC - Barnsley - Aston Villa - Manchester United - Watford - Hartlepool United - Wigan Borough - Rhyl Athletic


Debut v Wales (h) 15-3-1920


Appearances: 1







A legendary character within the game, Frank began his playing career with Barnsley having previously been a blacksmith. He had a disagreement with the Barnsley board in 1919 and was allowed to join Aston Villa for £2,850 in October 1919. His time at Villa Park was both successful and confrontational, for although he helped Villa win the FA Cup in 1920 and collected his only cap for England the same year, he was frequently at loggerheads with the board of directors at Villa Park over his refusal to move house into the Birmingham area. It was also rumoured that during one row with the manager he had pulled out a gun! After three years of battling with the board he was allowed to join Manchester United and it was the FA Cup semi final in 1926 for which he is best remembered; an alleged foul on Manchester City’s Sam Cowan left the City player unconscious, and although the referee had not seen the incident and took no action, the FA later banned Frank for two months. He also spent six months banned whilst at Watford. He left United on a free transfer in 1928 after helping the club attain its First Division status. Indeed, in 1925 Frank was promised a pub if he helped the club win promotion. When they did he was given the keys to a hotel in Ardwick Green, but got so fed up with the flattery being handed out by his customers on the first day he handed the keys to the head waiter and telegraphed his wife to stop the delivery of their furniture!





John BARTON







Born: Blackburn, 5th October 1866


Died: Blackburn, 22nd April 1910


Role: Right-Half


Career: Witton - Blackburn West End - Blackburn Rovers


Debut v Ireland (a) 15-3-1890


Appearances: 1 (1 goal)







Jack joined Blackburn Rovers in 1887 having played for local junior sides Witton and Blackburn West End and was said to have modelled his playing style on another Rovers player, Jimmy Forrest. Indeed, with Jack at right-half and Jimmy at left-half, Blackburn Rovers were one of the outstanding sides of the era, winning the FA Cup five times between 1884 and 1891. Jack appeared in two of those finals, helping Rovers overcome Sheffield Wednesday 6-1 in 1890 and Notts County 3-1 in 1891. His only appearance for England came in the 9-1 win over Ireland, with Jack being credited in some sources with England’s ninth goal, although the Irish have always claimed that the shot went over the bar, not into the goal. Jack seemed set for a lengthy and successful career for both club and country but was forced to retire through injury towards the end of 1891. He later had a spell as trainer to Preston North End and then became a licensee in his hometown of Blackburn.





Joseph Anthony BARTON







Born: Huyton, 2nd September 1982


Role: Midfield


Career: Manchester City – Newcastle United – Queens Park Rangers – Marseille – Burnley – Glasgow Rangers


Debut v Spain (h) 7/2/2007


Appearances: 1







A combative midfield player, Joey joined Manchester City as a trainee and was upgraded to the professional ranks in July 2001. He made his League debut during the 2002-03 season and would go on to win two caps for England at Under 21 level. A string of problems off the field threatened to derail his career, but he knuckled down and produced some exceptional performances during the 2005-06 season. He maintained this form going into the next season, leading to a call up for the full England side. However he has later involved in a training ground bust up with a team mate and sold to Newcastle United for £5.8 million in the summer of 2007. Even then his problems did not end, for he was sentenced to six months in prison for assault and affray in May 2008. In the summer of 2011 Joey came into conflict with Newcastle United, criticizing the club via his Twitter account, for which he was regularly fined and eventually allowed to join QPR on a free transfer. His problems continued at Loftus Road, resulting in a season long loan spell with Marseille. He returned to QPR for the 2013-14 season and remained with the club until released in the summer of 2015, after which he signed for Burnley. After helping the club return to the Premier League in 2016 he left in order to sign for Scottish side Rangers. This move lasted only five games before his contract was terminated and he return to Burnley, although a subsequent FA ban for eighteen months owing to breaking rules on gambling led to him being released in June 2017. He later wnet into management, taking over at Fleetwood.





Percival Augustus BARTON







Born: Edmonton, London, 20 January 1893


Died: Birmingham, October 1961


Role: Left-Half


Career: Tottenham Thursday - Sultan FC - Birmingham - Tottenham Hotspur - Stourbridge


Debut v Belgium (a) 21-5-1921


Appearances: 7







Percy Barton played schools football for Montague Road in Edmonton, the same school that would later produce Spurs and England winger Jimmy Dimmock. When Percy left school he joined Tottenham Thursday and was widely expected to link with Spurs but instead Birmingham nipped in to sign him in 1913 and he made his League debut for the club in January 1914. With the outbreak of the First World War Percy returned to London and made 87 appearances for Spurs in war time football, rejoining Birmingham at the end of the hostilities. He helped Birmingham win the Second Division title in 1921 and collected his first cap for England the same year, having previously appeared in two trial matches. He and Arthur Grimsdell, another Spurs player, competed for a regular place at left-half, with Percy collecting seven caps and Arthur six. Percy remained with Birmingham until 1929 and had switched to full-back when he went to play for non-League Stourbridge, finally retiring in 1933.





Warren Dean BARTON







Born: Stoke Newington, London, 19th March 1969


Role: Defender


Career: Leytonstone - Maidstone United - Wimbledon - Newcastle United – Derby County


Debut v Republic of Ireland (a) 15-2-1995 (abandoned)


Appearances: 3







First spotted by Maidstone United whilst playing for Leytonstone, Warren cost the Kent club £10,000 when he signed in 1989. Less than a year later he was sold to Wimbledon for £300,000 and developed into one of the best defenders in the game as the so-called ‘Crazy Gang’ continued to confound the critics and maintain their top flight status. In June 1995 he was sold to Newcastle United for £4.5 million, having already broken into the England side, albeit in the abandoned match in Dublin. He made a further two appearances for his country, although competition for places was at its fiercest and he remains an integral part of the Newcastle side. The closest he came to domestic honours was an appearance in the 1998 FA Cup Final in which Newcastle were beaten 2-0 by Arsenal, with the London club completing the domestic double.





William Isaiah BASSETT







Born: West Bromwich, 27th January 1869


Died: West Bromwich, 8th April 1937


Role: Right-Winger


Career: West Bromwich Strollers - West Bromwich Albion


Debut v Ireland (a) 31-3-1888


Appearances: 16 (8 goals)







Billy Bassett was widely regarded as one of, if not the greatest right-wingers of the 19th century, a reputation established with West Bromwich Albion and confirmed with England. He played schoolboy football in the West Bromwich area and then went on to sign for Oak Villa, Old Church FC and West Bromwich Strollers before joining the senior club in the area, West Bromwich Albion in 1886. Two years later Billy had collected both his first FA Cup winners’ medal and England cap, adding a second winners’ medal in 1892. He made one further appearance in the final, finishing on the losing side when Albion lost to Aston Villa in 1895. Standing just over 5’ 5” Billy’s game relied heavily on his speed and accurate centres into the penalty area. His reputation was such that during an FA tour in 1899 to Germany, one defender was detailed to man-mark Billy throughout the entire game. Billy realised what his opponents instructions were and so decided to have a little fun; midway through the game he went walking behind the goal, amused to see the defender follow him every step of the way! Billy retired as a player soon after although this did not mean relinquishing his connections with West Bromwich Albion, joining the board of directors in March 1905 and becoming chairman in September 1908, a position he held until his death. Billy also served on the FA Council between 1930 and 1937 and the Football League Management Committee during the same period. As well as his 16 caps for England Billy represented the Football League on three occasions and was also a noted cricketer, turning out for West Bromwich Dartmouth cricket club. When he died in 1937 the FA asked for two minutes’ silence in his honour before the West Bromwich Albion and Preston North End FA Cup semi final. They also requested, despite appeals from Albion, that the traditional cup final hymn Abide With Me be sung. Albion were so overcome with emotion they crashed to a 4-1 defeat.





Segal Richard BASTARD







Born: Bow, London, 25th January 1854


Died: Epsom, 20th March 1921


Role: Winger


Career: Upton Park - Corinthians - Essex


Debut v Scotland (a) 13-3-1880


Appearances: 1







Segal Bastard was another of the Victorian all-round sportsmen, having developed skills at cricket, rugby and football whilst at the City of London School. He became a solicitor in London in 1879 yet managed to combine his full time job with playing cricket for Essex County Cricket Club and football for Upton Park, helping the latter win the London Senior Cup in successive seasons; 1882-83 and 1883-84. He served on the FA Committee from 1877 to 1882 and refereed the 1878 FA Cup Final and the England and Wales clashes of 1879 and 1880, although whether he was indirectly responsible for the chant aimed at referees ever since has never been fully established! He was, however, one of only two men to have both played in and refereed an England match and officiated at an FA Cup Final, an honour he shares with Charles Clegg. The success of his business meant that in later years he was able to follow another interest, that of horse racing and he owned a number of racehorses. Indeed, he collapsed and died of a heart attack whilst at Epsom station, following a day at the races.





Clifford Sydney ‘Boy’ BASTIN







Born: Exeter, 14th March 1912


Died: Exeter, 4th December 1991


Role: Forward


Career: St. Marks Exeter - St. James Exeter - Exeter City - Arsenal


Debut v Wales (h) 18-11-1931


Appearances: 21 (12 goals)







Cliff played for Exeter schools and was something of a child prodigy, signing as an amateur with Exeter City in 1926 and professional in October 1928. By then he had already appeared in the first team, making his debut at the age of fifteen. He was spotted by Herbert Chapman of Arsenal whilst playing for Exeter at Watford; Chapman had gone to look at another player but was so taken by the young wing forward that he forgot all about his original target and set about acquiring Cliff. He joined for £2,000 in May 1929, although when he arrived at Highbury to sign for the club an over zealous doorman assumed from his age that he was an autograph hunter and nearly sent him on his way; this led to Cliff being dubbed ‘Boy’ by his teammates. He was a member of the side that won the League title on five occasions (1931, 1933, 1934, 1935 and 1938) and the FA Cup twice (1930 and 1936) as well as reaching the final on one other occasion. He represented the Football League four times and was capped by England at full level by the age of 19, making his last appearance in 1938. He was troubled by his hearing which affected his later career, although he managed to appear for Arsenal after the Second World War and retired in 1947 having made 350 appearances in the League, scoring a record 150 goals. He returned to Devon to become a licensee and died from a stroke in 1991.





David BATTY







Born: Leeds, 2nd December 1968


Role: Midfield


Career: Leeds United - Blackburn Rovers - Newcastle United – Leeds United


Debut v USSR (h) (substitute) 21-5-1991


Appearances: 42







David first signed as a trainee with Leeds in 1987 and quickly established himself as a tigerish midfield player, helping the club win the Second Division title in 1990 and reclaim their top flight status after an absence of eight years. Two years later he was the cornerstone of the side that won the First Division title and had also broken into the full England side after five appearances for the B side and seven Under-21 appearances. In October 1993 he was surprisingly sold to Blackburn Rovers for £2.75 million and he helped them win the Premier League title in 1994-95, although the following season he and team-mate Graham Le Saux were involved in an on-pitch fight among themselves as Blackburn slipped out of the European Cup. A further move in March 1996 to Newcastle United for £3.75 million followed, and whilst he has yet to add to his tally of titles and medals (apart from a runners-up medal in the 1998 FA Cup) he proved an instant success at St. James’ Park. A member of the England side that competed in the 1998 World Cup finals in France, he had the misfortune to miss the vital penalty in the clash with Argentina. It was, however, the very first penalty he had ever taken in professional football! He returned to Leeds United on a free transfer in December 1998 and remained with them until his retirement in 2004, making more than 300 League appearances during his two spells.





Richard BAUGH







Born: Wolverhampton, 14th February 1864


Died: Wolverhampton, 14th August 1929


Role: Right-Back


Career: Rose Villa - Wolverhampton Rangers - Stafford Road - Wolverhampton Wanderers - Walsall


Debut v Ireland (a) 13-3-1886


Appearances: 2







Dickie Baugh was educated at St. Luke’s school in Blakenhall (the school that was to play a major part in the formation of Wolverhampton Wanderers) and began his playing career with Rose Villa, spending a number of seasons with them before joining Wolverhampton Rangers in 1880. Soon after he joined Stafford Road and was with this club when he collected his first cap for England against Ireland. During the 1886 close season he joined Wolverhampton Wanderers and spent ten years with the club, being described as ‘a solid full-back, tough, determined, quick and a sound tackler’. He helped the club reach the FA Cup Final on three occasions, collecting a winners medal in 1893 when Everton were beaten and in 1890 earned a recall to the England side, appearing for a second time against Ireland. He remained with Wolves until 1896 when he joined Walsall and spent a year with the club before retiring at the age of 33 years. His son, also named Dickie, played for Wolves, West Bromwich Albion and Exeter either side of the First World War.





Albert Edward James Matthias ‘Jem’ BAYLISS







Born: Tipton, Staffordshire, 1st August 1863


Died: West Bromwich, 19th August 1933


Role: Wing-Half


Career: Tipton Providence - Wednesbury Old Athletic - West Bromwich Albion


Debut v Ireland (h) 7-3-1891


Appearances: 1







James Bayliss was known as Jem throughout his career, the name being derived from his initials. After playing for Great Bridge Schools he joined Tipton Providence, finally signing for West Bromwich Albion in August 1884 after a season with Wednesbury Old Athletic. He initially played as a centre-forward but was later successfully converted to wing-half, earning his only cap for England in this position. He helped West Bromwich reach the FA Cup Final in three successive years, finally collecting a winners’ medal in 1888 after disappointments in 1886 and 1887. He remained a player at Stoney Lane (Albion’s home until 1900) until his retirement in 1892, although by this time he was also a member of the Albion board of directors. He later became chairman of the club, a position he retained until his resignation in 1905, although in June 1909 he was elected a life member of the club.





Ronald Leslie BAYNHAM







Born: Birmingham, 10th June 1929


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Erdington Rovers - Bromford Amateurs - Worcester City - Luton Town


Debut v Denmark (a) 2-10-1955


Appearances: 1







Ron Baynham did not even begin to play competitive football until he joined the Army but proved to be an extremely agile goalkeeper, exceptionally brave and particularly good at dealing with crosses. He joined Erlington Rovers in 1946 and Worcester City in 1949, finally playing League football after joining Luton Town in November 1951 for £1,000. After seeing off the challenge of Bernard Streten, another England international at Kenilworth Road Ron made the first team spot his own, appearing in the 1959 FA Cup Final which Luton lost 2-1 to Nottingham Forest. As well as three appearances for the full England side, Ron also played for the B side once and the Football League twice. He was forced to retire through injury in 1965 having made 388 League appearances for the Hatters and then became a painter and decorator in Bedfordshire.





Peter Andrew BEARDSLEY







Born: Longbenton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 18th January 1961


Role: Forward


Career: Wallsend Boys Club - Carlisle United - Vancouver Whitecaps (Canada) - Manchester United - Vancouver Whitecaps (Canada) - Newcastle United - Liverpool - Everton - Newcastle United - Bolton Wanderers - Manchester City – Fulham – Hartlepool United – Melbourne Knights (Australia) – Doncaster Rovers


Debut v Egypt (a) (substitute) 29-1-1986


Appearances: 59 (9 goals)







Peter began his career with Carlisle and then went to Canada to play for Vancouver Whitecaps, subsequently being recommended to Manchester United. After one substitute appearance he was released on a free transfer, returning to Canada and then trying in England once again with Newcastle United. Here he developed into an exceptional player, linking well with Kevin Keegan and Chris Waddle as Newcastle returned to the top flight. His subsequent emergence in the England side brought the best out of players like Gary Lineker, with Beardsley seen as the perfect foil for one of deadliest strikers in the modern game. In 1987 he was sold to Liverpool for £1.9 million, going on to help the Anfield club win two League titles and the FA Cup as well as two Charity Shields. He was sold to Everton for £1 million in 1991 but quickly proved that Liverpool may have been too hasty to show him the door, for he remained a vital club and country player during his time at Goodison Park. In 1993 he returned to Newcastle United, costing the St. James’ Park club £1.4 million and held his place for the next four years, finally leaving for Bolton in 1997 for a fee of £450,000 in search of regular first team football. After a number of substitute appearances he was on the move again, joining Manchester City on loan as they tried to avoid relegation into the Second Division for the first time in their history and later Fulham as they attempted to get out of the same division. The move to Fulham was subsequently made permanent and he linked up once again with Kevin Keegan, although he moved on to Hartlepool United during the 1998-99 season. Peter finished his playing career with spells at Melbourne Knights and Doncaster Rovers before retiring in 1999.





David John BEASANT







Born: Willesden, 20th March 1959


Role: Goalkeeper


Career: Wimbledon - Newcastle United - Chelsea - Grimsby Town - Wolverhampton Wanderers - Southampton - Nottingham Forest – Portsmouth – Bradford City – Wigan Athletic - Brighton


Debut v Italy (h) (substitute) 15-11-1989


Appearances: 2







Dave Beasant began his career with non-League Edgware Town, costing Wimbledon £1,000 when he signed in August 1979. He helped the club win the Fourth Division title in 1983 and was later captain when they pulled off the biggest ever shock in the history of the FA Cup, beating Liverpool in the 1988 final. Indeed, Dave became the very first goalkeeper to captain a winning side in the competition and had further cause to remember the day with affection, saving a penalty from John Aldridge. Such form prompted an £800,000 move to Newcastle in June 1988, although he was unable to settle in the north east and returned to the capital with Chelsea, costing the Stamford Bridge club £725,000 in January 1989. At the end of the season he had a Second Division championship medal as Chelsea returned to the top flight. The following season he had also broken into the England set-up, but a loss of form and public criticism from his then manager spelt the end of his days at Chelsea and he was loaned to Grimsby and Wolves before being sold to Southampton in 1993 for £300,000. Here he rediscovered something approaching his earlier form and confidence and served the club with distinction for four years. Released on a free transfer in the summer of 1997 he was snapped up by Nottingham Forest and helped then win the First Division title at the end of his first season. His height (he stands 6’ 4”) led to him often being called Lurch by his teammates.





Albert Edward ‘Pat’ BEASLEY







Born: Stourbridge, 16th July 1913


Died: Taunton, 27th February 1986


Role: Left-Winger


Career: Cookesley - Stourbridge - Arsenal - Huddersfield Town - Fulham - Bristol City


Debut v Scotland (a) 15-4-1939 (scored once)


Appearances: 1 (1 goal)







Pat Beasley played for Brierley Hill Schools and then junior football with Cookesley and Stourbridge, costing Arsenal £550 when he signed in May 1931. He was a member of the side that won the League championship in 1934 and 1935 before being sold to Huddersfield Town for £750 in October 1936. Pat appeared in the 1938 FA Cup Final, which was won by Preston North End and collected his only cap for England in April 1939, later accompanying the touring FA side to South Africa, appearing twice against the national side. In December 1945 he was released to sign for Fulham, helping them win the Second Division title in 1949 and then joined Bristol city as player-manager in July 1950. He retired from playing in May 1952 and retained his managerial position until January 1958, guiding the club to the Third Division South championship in 1955. He then joined Birmingham City, initially as joint manager with Arthur Turner and then held the job solely from September 1958 until May 1960. After a spell scouting for Fulham Pat returned to management with non-League Dover, holding the reins between 1961 and April 1964.





William Edwin BEATS







Born: Wolstanton, Staffordshire, 13th November 1871


Died: Reading, 13th April 1939


Role: Centre-Forward


Career: Porthill - Port Vale Rovers - Burslem Port Vale - Wolverhampton Wanderers - Bristol Rovers - Burslem Port Vale - Reading


Debut v Wales (h) 18-3-1901


Appearances: 2 + 1 unofficial appearance







Billy Beats was an all-action type of centre-forward who invariably brought other colleagues into the game with his unselfish attitude. He began his career with Porthill and signed for Port Vale Rovers in 1889, and joined Wolverhampton Wanderers from Burslem Port Vale in 1895. He spent eight years at Molineux, helping the club reach the final of the FA Cup in 1896 where they were beaten by Sheffield Wednesday and later collected two caps for England. He was transferred to Bristol Rovers in May 1903 and helped his new club win the Southern League championship in 1905 before returning to the Potteries and Port Vale in May 1906. A year later he joined Reading where he became player-trainer, retiring from the playing side in 1911. He then returned to Bristol Rovers, spending three years as trainer and finally a second spell with Reading, joining them in 1914 and retiring in 1917 in order to become licensee of the Truro public house in Castle Street, Reading, a position he held until 1936. Billy’s unofficial appearance for England came in the Ibrox disaster match of 1902 and he subsequently played in the replayed game a month later.





James Scott BEATTIE







Born: Lancaster, 27th February 1978


Role: Striker


Career: Blackburn Rovers – Southampton – Everton – Sheffield United – Stoke City – Rangers – Blackpool – Accrington Stanley


Debut v Australia (h) 12-2-2003


Appearances: 5







Educated at a public school James considered pursuing a career in medicine until taken on as a trainee at Blackburn Rovers, being upgraded to the professional ranks in 1994. He had to wait two years before making his first team debut, finally being given an outing during the 1996-97 season and making just three appearances the following term. Although he was a prolific goalscorer for Rovers’ reserve side, where he averaged a goal every other game, he found the Premiership a much different proposition and was unable to score in Rovers’ colours. In July 1998 he was valued at £1 million in the deal that saw Kevin Davies leave Southampton for Blackburn Rovers and James Beattie make the opposite journey. At The Dell he finally found his scoring boots, finishing his first season as the club’s Player of the Year and winning selection for the England Under 21’s. Injuries restricted his progress during the 1999-2000 season, but once fully fit returned to terrorise Premiership defences once again. His exploits at club level finally earned him a call up for the full England side in February 2003 against Australia and he was briefly a regular in the squad. However, with Southampton involved in a battle against relegation, whilst his rivals for a place in the England forward line were competing in Europe on a regular basis saw him slip down the pecking order. In January 2005 he was transferred to Everton for a reported fee of £6 million, the move designed to get him back into England contention. He joined Sheffield United for £4 million in August 2007 before returning to the Premier League with Stoke City in a deal worth £3.5 million in January 2009. He moved to Ibrox and Rangers for an undisclosed sum in August 2010. He was loaned to Blackpool in January 2011 but returned to Sheffield United for a second spell in November 2011. Released at the end of the season he subsequently signed for Accrington Stanley, where he also had a spell as player-manager.





Thomas Kevin BEATTIE







Born: Carlisle, 18th December 1953


Died: Ipswich, 16th September 2018


Role: Defender


Career: Ipswich Town - Colchester United - Middlesbrough


Debut v Cyprus (h) 16-4-1975 (ECQ)


Appearances: 9 (1 goal)







A succession of injuries prevented Kevin’s career from reaching the heights previously promised, although he still managed to attain a good standard. After playing school and junior football in Carlisle he was taken on as an apprentice at Ipswich Town in 1970, subsequently turning professional in July 1971. He spent ten years with Ipswich, representing England at Youth, Under-23 and full level and helping the club to the FA Cup in 1978. First capped in April 1975 he made nine appearances for the full side, the last coming in October 1977, but already injuries were beginning to interrupt his career. He officially retired through injury in December 1981 but returned with Colchester United in July 1982, later turning out for Middlesbrough before retiring as a player for a second and final time in October 1983. He later had a spell coaching Norwegian side Kongsverg. At the time he broke into the England side he was being acclaimed as the new Duncan Edwards.





David Robert Joseph BECKHAM O.B.E.







Born: Leytonstone, London, 2nd May 1975


Role: Midfield


Career: Manchester United – Real Madrid – LA Galaxy – AC Milan – Paris St Germain


Debut v Moldova (a) 1-9-1996 (WCQ)


Appearances: 115 (17 goals)







Although David trained with Spurs as a youngster he was signed by Manchester United as a trainee in January 1993 after helping the youth side win the FA Youth Cup in 1992. Loaned to Preston in February 1995 he broke into the United first team in 1994-95 and was soon established as a regular in the side. He has helped the club win the Premier League in 1996 and 1997 and the FA Cup in 1996 and the following year was named PFA Young Footballer of the Year. By then he had already broken into the England side on a regular basis and was part of the side that took the country to the World Cup finals in France in 1998. His World Cup experience was not exactly as had been planned, for he sat out the first game with the manager claiming ‘he wasn’t focused enough’, made a substitute’s appearance in the second game and then sparkled in the third and crucial group match against Columbia, scoring England’s second goal with a stunning freekick. The next game was little short of a personal disaster as he was dismissed early in the second half against Argentina and effectively limited England’s chance of success. The following few months saw him the subject of verbal abuse from spectators around the country, but David Beckham had the ability to override such criticism and win fans over, and within the space of two years he had become the fans favourite, not least for his ability to weigh in with vital goals, especially in the crucial World Cup qualifier against Greece in 2001. He exorcised the Argentinean ghost with the only goal of the game from the penalty spot in England’s second group match in Japan, a goal that went some considerable part to removing Argentina from the competition. Having helped United to six League titles, two FA Cups and the European Champions League, he was surprisingly deemed surplus to requirements at Old Trafford and sold to Real Madrid for £25 million in the summer of 2003. It was said that manager Alex Ferguson had grown tired of the media circus that often accompanied David and his wife, former Spice girl Victoria, but his actions on the field always over-shadowed his exploits off it, as shown by helping Real Madrid win La Liga in 2007. In the World Cup qualifier against Poland in 2005, David became the first England player to have been sent off twice, earning his marching orders after two yellow card offences. He resigned as England captain after the 2006 World Cup Finals and in January 2007 agreed deal worth a reported £250 million to join LA Galaxy. He returned to Europe to sign for Paris St Germain in 2013. Although he was dropped from Steve McLaren’s early England squads, injuries to other players saw him brought back into the fold, going on to win his 100th cap against France in March 2008, only the fifth England player to have reached such a tally. In January 2009 he joined AC Milan on loan in order to keep his fitness up to the levels that had earned him an England recall. He would help LA Galaxy win the MLS Cup twice as well as three victories in the MLS Western Conference and subsequently the play-offs before his contract came to an end in 2012. He then returned to Europe to sign for Paris St Germain. After helping them win the French title in 2013 he announced his retirement from professional football. Although David scored 17 goals for England during his career, not one of these was scored at Wembley!





Francis BECTON







Born: Preston, 11th May 1873


Died: Liverpool, 6th November 1909


Role: Inside-Forward


Career: Fishwick Ramblers - Preston North End - Liverpool - Sheffield United - Bedminster - Preston North End - Swindon Town - Ashton Town - New Brighton Tower


Debut v Ireland (h) 9-3-1895 (scored twice)


Appearances: 2 (2 goals)







Frank Becton joined Preston North end in 1891 having previously played schools football in the town and junior football with Fishwick Ramblers. He was awarded his first cap for England whilst with Preston, making his debut in the match against Ireland that also saw Steve Bloomer making his first appearance; both players scored twice in the 9-0 win. In March 1895 he was sold to Liverpool for £100, collecting a second cap for England against Wales in 1895 and the following year helped Liverpool win the Second Division title. He remained with Liverpool until October 1898 when he signed with Sheffield United, although eight months later he joined Bedminster. He returned to Preston in September 1900 and spent a year with the club before switching to Southern League club Swindon town. He then finished his career with a spell with Ashton Town and New Brighton Tower before ill-health brought his playing career to an end.





Henry BEDFORD







Born: Calow, 15th October 1899


Died: Derby, 24th June 1976


Role: Centre-Forward


Career: Grassmoor Ivanhoe - Nottingham Forest - Blackpool - Derby County - Newcastle United - Sunderland - Bradford - Chesterfield - Heanor Town


Debut v Sweden (a) 23-5-1923


Appearances: 2 (1 goal)







Harry Bedford was a much travelled and vastly experienced centre-forward who proved an important acquisition for all his clubs. He played for Grassmoor Ivanhoe in the Chesterfield League before signing with Nottingham Forest as an amateur in 1919, subsequently turning professional in August the same year, just as League football was about to resume after the First World War. In March 1921 he cost Blackpool £1,500 and went on to make both his appearances for England whilst with the club. He then joined Derby County for £3,500 in September 1925, spending just over five years at the Baseball Ground before switching to Newcastle United for £4,000 in December 1930. In January 1932 he cost Sunderland £3,000 but spent just four months with the club before moving on to Bradford, and a year later finished his League career with Chesterfield. By the time he joined non-League Heanor Town as player-coach in August 1934 he had scored 308 goals in 486 League appearances for his various clubs and had been top goalscorer in the Second Division in both 1922-23 and 1923-24 and the League’s top goalscorer the same year with a tally of 34 goals. He rejoined Newcastle United as trainer and coach in October 1937 and was then briefly masseur at Derby County in May 1938. After his football career came to an end he became a licensee in Derby and then Chesterfield, although he had a brief spell as manager of Heanor Town in 1956. Aside from his two full caps for England Harry also represented the Football League on two occasions.





Colin BELL







Born: Heselden, County Durham, 26th February 1946


Role: Midfield


Career: Horden Colliery - Bury - Manchester City


Debut v West Germany (a) 1-6-1968


Appearances: 48 (9 goals) + 1 unofficial appearance







After playing schools and junior football in County Durham Colin was invited along to both Sunderland and Newcastle United for trials but failed to impress, eventually signing with Bury in July 1963. He made his League debut the following season, ironically against Manchester City and quickly impressed, finishing his one full season with the club as top goalscorer, despite playing in midfield. This prompted a £47,500 move to Manchester City and he made the transition from a side struggling at the bottom of the Second Division to one challenging for honours at the top of the First with consummate ease. He helped City win the League title in 1968, the FA Cup in 1969, the European Cup Winners’ Cup and League in 1970 and added a runners-up medal in the same League Cup competition in 1974. His non-stop effort in midfield led to him being nicknamed Nijinsky, after the racehorse, and also earned him considerable representative recognition, with two appearances for the Under-23 side, four Football League appearances and 48 caps for the full England side. He suffered serious injuries to a thigh and both knees in 1976, forcing him to miss the entire 1976-77 season for his club, and although he subsequently returned to the side his best days were already behind him. He was forced to retire in August 1979 having made over 460 appearances for the Manchester City first team and became a restaurateur in partnership with Colin Waldron, a former Burnley player. He returned to Maine Road in 1990 as youth team coach.





Walter ‘Cocky’ BENNETT







Born: Mexborough, Yorkshire, 29th April 1874


Died: Denaby Main, 6th April 1908


Role: Right-Winger


Career: Mexborough - Sheffield United - Bristol City - Denaby United


Debut v Wales (h) 18-3-1901


Appearances: 2







Known throughout his playing career as Cocky, he began working life as a miner and playing part-time football with Mexborough when Sheffield United persuaded him to turn professional in February 1896. He helped the club win the League title in 1898 and the following year collected a winners’ medal in the FA Cup as Sheffield United overwhelmed Derby County 4-1, with Cocky scoring the first goal of the game. In 1901 he helped United reach the final, although this time had to settle for a runners-up medal as Spurs won after a replay. His third and last appearance came in the 1902 final, which Sheffield United won after a replay against Southampton, but Cocky badly injured a leg in the first game and was forced to sit out the replay. He did, however, get to receive a medal. He remained with Sheffield United until April 1905 and at the end of his first season had collected a Second Division championship medal. He left Bristol City in the summer of 1907 and signed with Denaby United, also returning to his former career of miner. He lost his life when a pit-roof collapsed at Denaby Main Colliery.





Robert William BENSON







Born: Whitehaven, 9th February 1883


Died: London, 19th February 1916


Role: Left-Back


Career: Newcastle United - Southampton - Sheffield United - Arsenal


Debut v Ireland (a) 15-2-1913


Appearances: 1







Bobby Benson began his career with Swalwell FC before being spotted by Newcastle united and signed as a professional in December 1902. He proved unable to break into the first team with any regularity and so was transferred to Southampton for £150 in the close season of 1904. He did sufficiently well during his one season at The Dell to attract the interest of Sheffield United where he developed into a strong tackler and expert penalty taker. A member of the FA touring party to South Africa in 1910 and called to represent the Football League on one occasion, he was finally awarded a full cap for England in 1913 shortly before being transferred to Woolwich Arsenal. With the outbreak of the First World War he found work at the local munitions factory and gave up playing football altogether. In February 1916 he was Highbury to watch Arsenal play Reading in a London Combination match when the home team discovered they were a man short and asked Benson to help them out. He had not played for over two years and midway through the game complained of feeling unwell and retired to the dressing room. He died soon after from a burst blood vessel.





Darren Ashley BENT







Born: Wandsworth, 6th February 1984


Role: Striker


Career: Ipswich Town – Charlton Athletic – Tottenham Hotspur – Sunderland – Aston Villa – Fulham – Brighton & Hove Albion – Derby County – Burton Albion


Debut v Uruguay (h) 1-3-2006


Appearances: 13 (4 goals)







Darren joined Ipswich Town as a trainee and was upgraded to the professional ranks in July 2001, going on to make his League debut the following season. He became a regular in the first team in 2002-03 and hit twelve goals in 35 League matches, earning him selection for the England Under 21 side in 2003. At club level he formed a particularly effective partnership with Shefki Kuqi, with the pair netting 39 goals during the 2004-05 season. Continued good form for the England Under 21 side had a number of bigger clubs taking a look and he finally moved on to Charlton Athletic in the summer of 2005 for £2.7 million, having scored 56 goals in 116 games for Ipswich. The step up to the top flight was one he took to almost immediately, hitting a good run of form and eventual selection for the full England side in the last match before the World Cup squad would be announced. Following Charlton’s relegation at the end of the 2006-07 season Darren moved on to Spurs in a £16.5 million deal. Intense competition for places saw him struggle to settle, although he did help the club reach successive Carling Cup finals, winning in 2008. In August 2009 he joined Sunderland in a deal reported to be £12 million. He then moved on to Aston Villa in a deal worth a reported £24 million in January 2011, although he fell out of favour during the 2012-13 season and was loaned to Fulham in August 2013. A year later he was loaned out to Brighton and then Brighton before making a permanent switch to the Pride Park club. He was loaned to Burton Albion in January 2018.





David Michael BENTLEY







Born: Peterborough, 27th August 1984


Role: Midfield


Career: Arsenal – Norwich City – Blackburn Rovers – Tottenham Hotspur – Birmingham City – West Ham United – FC Rostov


Debut v Israel (h) 8-9-2007


Appearances: 7







A product of Arsenal’s trainee scheme, David signed professional forms in September 2001 but struggled to break into the first team, making just one Premier League appearance during his time with the club. After a brief loan spell with Norwich City, David was sold to Blackburn Rovers in August 2005 and became an integral part of the side, helping them qualify for the UEFA Cup in 2007. Capped for England at youth, Under 21 and B level, David scored the first goal by an Englishman at the rebuilt Wembley Stadium, for the Under 21’s against Italy. He declined to take part in the Under 21 European competition in the summer of 2007, with manager Stuart Pearce dropping him from his next squad, but injuries meant he was called up for the full squad for the European championship matches against Israel and Russia, making his debut in the first match against Israel. In July 2008 he returned to North London, joining Spurs in a deal worth a reported £18 million, although in January 2011 he was loaned to Birmingham City. This move also failed to work out and he was then loaned to West Ham United for the 2011-12 season and after subsequent loan deals with FC Rostov and Blackburn Rovers he was released by Spurs at the end of the 2012-13 season.





Roy Thomas Frank BENTLEY







Born: Shirehampton, 17th May 1924


Died: Reading, 20th April 2018


Role: Centre-Forward


Career: Bristol Rovers - Bristol City - Newcastle United - Chelsea - Fulham - Queens Park Rangers


Debut v Sweden (a) 13-5-1949


Appearances: 12 (9 goals)







One of the greatest names in Chelsea’s history, Roy Bentley started with local club Bristol Rovers in 1937 but spent only a year on their books before joining rivals Bristol City and then, after the Second World War, Newcastle United for £8,500. In 1948 Chelsea paid £12,500 for his services, switching him from inside forward to centre forward and reaping the benefits as he became leading goalscorer for eight consecutive seasons, one of the club’s best ever buys. He captained the 1955 Football League Championship winning team and made 366 League and Cup appearances in which he scored 149 goals. He also netted in the 1955 FA Charity Shield. He departed Stamford Bridge for Fulham in August 1956 with the Blues receiving £8,500 as his transfer fee, meaning he had cost them the princely sum of £4,000 for his services! He spent just under five years at Craven Cottage, during which time he helped the club win promotion to the First Division and was transferred to Queens Park Rangers in May 1961. He finished his playing career at Loftus Road in January 1963 when he joined Reading as manager, remaining in charge at Elm Park until February 1969. After a brief spell scouting for Bradford City, Roy was lured back into management by Swansea Town in August 1969 and guided the club to promotion from the Fourth Division in 1969-70. A poor start to the 1972-73 season saw Roy being relieved of his position in October 1972 and he moved into non-League circles before returning to Reading as club secretary in the summer of 1977. He remained at Elm Park for seven years and later served in a similar capacity at Aldershot. In addition to his twelve full caps Roy made two appearances for the England B side and represented the Football League on three occasions.





Joseph BERESFORD







Born: Chesterfield, 26th February 1906


Died: Birmingham, 26th February 1978


Role: Inside-Forward


Career: Bentley Colliery - Mexborough Athletic - Mansfield Town - Aston Villa - Preston North End


Debut v Czechoslovakia (a) 16-5-1934


Appearances: 1







Joe Beresford began his career with Mansfield Town and was transferred to Aston Villa for £750 in 1927. Able to play at either inside-forward or centre-forward, he fired home a hat-trick in only his second appearance for the club, thus establishing himself as a favourite with the crowd. In 1930-31, during which time Villa rattled in a record tally of 128 League goals, Joe weighed in with 14 of them. His form in the early 1930’s continued and in 1934 he won his only cap for England, and also netted a total of 73 goals for Villa in 251 first team appearances. The arrival of Jimmy McMullan, Villa’s first ever manager, saw Joe surprisingly sold to Preston North End for £1,000, but he was an integral part of the side that reached the FA Cup Final in 1937 where they were beaten by Sunderland. At the end of his playing career he ran a fish shop.





Arthur BERRY







Born: Liverpool, 3rd January 1888


Died: Liverpool, 15th March 1953


Role: Left-Winger


Career: Oxford University - Liverpool - Fulham - Everton - Wrexham - Oxford City


Debut v Ireland (h) 13-2-1909


Appearances: 1







Arthur Berry first showed ability at the oval code game, captaining the Denstone College rugby team and only began to concentrate on football when he moved on to Wadham College. Indeed, his impact was little short of remarkable, for in 1908 he won his blue, his first cap at amateur level and was a member of the United Kingdom side that won the football gold medal at the Olympic Games held in London. The following year he won his only full cap for England in the match against Ireland but continued to be a regular in the amateur side until 1913 by which time he had 32 caps to his credit. He also collected a second gold medal in the Olympic Games at Stockholm in 1912, a feat which only Vivian Woodward has achieved (in the same finals!), although Berry had been dropped for the semi-final in preference to Gordon Wright, only to regain his place for the final. In 1913 he was a member of the Oxford City side that reached the FA Amateur Cup Final (a side that also featured the Reverend Kenneth Hunt, another member of the 1908 United Kingdom side) and seemed set for a long and illustrious career in the game, only to retire the same year when he was called to the Bar. Commissioned into the Liverpool Regiment in 1916 and serving as Adjutant of the Lancashire Fusiliers he settled in Liverpool after the First World War and joined the family law firm, headed by his father Edwin Berry who was a director of Liverpool FC and Chairman of the club between 1904 and 1909.





Reginald John BERRY







Born: Aldershot, 1st June 1926


Died: Farnham, 15th September 1994


Role: Winger


Career: Birmingham City - Manchester United


Debut v Argentina (a) 17-5-1953 (abandoned)


Appearances: 4







Johnny Berry was first spotted whilst playing in the Army and recommended to Birmingham City by Fred Harris, himself a Birmingham player who played alongside Johnny in service representative games. He signed professional forms in September 1944 and finally established himself as a regular on the wing in 1948, having made his debut a year previously. In August 1951 he was targeted by Matt Busby as the ideal replacement for Jimmy Delaney on Manchester United’s right wing and cost the club £15,000, money that was to be extremely well spent. In his first season at Old Trafford he helped United win the League title for the first time since 1910-11, and whilst in the following years it was ‘Busby’s Babes’ who gained most of the accolades, the experience of the likes of Johnny Berry was vital to the club. He collected further League title medals in 1956 and 1957 and also helped United to the FA Cup Final in 1957 where they were surprisingly beaten by Aston Villa. He made his England debut against Argentina, a match that was abandoned owing to rain, alongside another United debutant in Tommy Taylor. Unlike Tommy, however, Johnny survived the Munich air crash of February 1958 but the injuries sustained meant he never played again. He later opened a sports goods business. His brother Peter played for Crystal Palace and Ipswich Town between 1952 and 1961.





Ryan Dominic BERTRAND







Born: Southwark, London, 5th August 1989


Role: Left-Back


Career: Chelsea – Bournemouth – Oldham Athletic – Norwich City – Reading – Nottingham Forest


Debut v Italy (n) 15-8-2012


Appearances: 19 (1 goal)







Although born in London Ryan was spotted by Gillingham as a youngster and joined their youth system as a nine year old. He was subsequently signed by Chelsea in July 2005 for a fee of £125,000 but spent much of the next five years or so out on loan. His performances for Norwich City and Nottingham Forest in particular caught the eye, with Forest believed to have enquired about signing him on a permanent basis, although this was turned down. He returned to Chelsea in January 2011 and made his League debut that same April, although for much of the next eighteen months he was effectively a cover player for Ashley Cole. Despite this Ryan was selected for Chelsea’s side in the Champions League final and would also appear in the Community Shield match in August 2012. Either side of this Ryan had played for Great Britain in the London Olympics and then collected his first full cap for England. He had previously been capped at Under 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 level for his country.





John Gilbert BESTALL







Born: Beighton, Yorkshire, 24th June 1900


Died: Doncaster, 11th April 1985


Role: Inside-Forward


Career: Rotherham United - Grimsby Town


Debut v Northern Ireland (a) 6-2-1935


Appearances: 1







Jackie Bestall gave such good service to Grimsby Town during his twelve years with the club that they named a street in Cleethorpes in his honour. After playing schools football in Sheffield Jackie played for Beighton Miners’ Welfare before linking with Rotherham United during the 1924-25 season. In November 1926 he was transferred to Grimsby for £700 and he went on to set a new record number of League appearances for the Mariners, appearing in 427 League games (the record was overtaken in 1968 by Keith Jobling) by the time he retired from playing in June 1938. He then joined Birmingham City as coach and chief scout, remaining at St. Andrews throughout the Second World War. In March 1946 he became manager of Doncaster Rovers, a position he held until April 1949 when he took over at Blackburn Rovers. He was in charge at Ewood Park for four years and then spent a little over a year at Nelson, later returning to Doncaster Rovers as chief scout in August 1958, although he was team manager between March 1959 and August 1960. As well as his one cap for the full England side Jackie represented the Football League on three occasions and won a Second Division championship medal with Grimsby in 1934.





Harry A BETMEAD







Born: Grimsby, 11th April 1912
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