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Physical Characteristics of the Hovawart


(from the Fédération Cynologique Internationale’s breed standard)


Head & Skull: The nasal bridge is straight with its higher line parallel with that of the skull. Both the muzzle and the skull are of the same length. The head skin is tight. The head is powerful and has a large, rounded forehead. The stop is well defined.


Eyes: Oval, they neither protrude from nor sink into the sockets. They are medium dark brown. The eyelids fit tightly.


Nose: The nostrils are well developed.
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Muzzle: Strong—seen in profile and beneath it reduces in size minimally.


Jaws/Teeth: The jaws have a strong scissors bite and contain the usual 42 teeth. These are set square with the jaws.


Forequarters: Seen from the front and in profile, the forelegs are solid and well balanced. Shoulders: Well-muscled with a shoulder blade that is long and well inclined toward the rear. Upper arm: Long and closely fits the body. Elbows: Placed well together against the chest. Pastern joint: Strong. Pastern: Slightly inclined.


Coat: The hair is long and thick, lying close in a slightly undulating manner. There is very little undercoat. The hair is longest at the chest, along the belly, the rear legs, the thighs and the tail. It is short over the head and on the front limbs. The coat is dense.


Skin: Generally well apportioned and tight.


Ears: High-set and well-spaced, the triangular ears fall gently across the cheeks and appear to enlarge the head. In length they will at least reach the corners of the mouth. Their tip is gently rounded.


Neck: The neck is strong and of medium length. There is no dewlap.


Body: Back: Straight and firm. Loin: Solid, a little longer than the rump. Croup: Slightly inclined and of medium length. Chest: Broad, slopes well and is strong.


Size: Height at the withers: Male: 63–70 cm; female: 58–65 cm.


Color: The Hovawart comes in three colors: black, black and gold and blonde. The eyelids, lips and paws are black.


Hindquarters: Seen from the rear, the back limbs are solid and well balanced and angled. Thigh and leg: Very good muscles. Hock joint: Powerful and well formed.


Tail: The length of the bushy tail exceeds the hock joint without touching the ground. It hangs or curves across the back according to the dog’s mood.


Feet: Rounded, strong and compact. The toes are arched and tight. Except in countries that forbid the practice, the dewclaws should be removed.
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A champion from the breed’s homeland, this is German Ch. Aldo vom Buvagt-Hus, owned by Lothar Wernicke.
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A mountain Molosser, the Hovawart—as with most large dogs—is descended from the ancient Tibetan Mastiff, which emerged in the third century. Nonetheless, its history remained practically unknown until the Middle Ages.


ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT IN GERMANY


The name “Hovawart” finds its origins in Middle Ages High German, taken from Hofewart, meaning the guardian of a farm or estate. At that time, most large dogs were used to guard land and property, as well as protect herds from predators such as wolves. As with other breeds, the gradual disappearance of these predators brought about an interest in the dog itself, and a young guard dog from such a farm was undeniably the basis for the modern Hovawart.


Documentation of the Hovawart dates back as far as the 13th century, with one of the earliest accounts telling of the dog’s bravery while his family’s estate was being pillaged. In another early record, an engraving by Albrecht Dürer, dated 1513 and entitled The Chevalier, Death and the Devil, we see a man mounted on a horse, showing no fear in the face of death and the devil. Alongside him is a dog that very much resembles a Hovawart.


[image: image]


The face of the Hovawart projects his alert, intelligent nature, along with a gentle beauty.


With the rise of other breeds, which apparently were considered more “fashionable” at the time, interest in the Hovawart unfortunately waned. At the turn of the 20th century, very few of these dogs remained. Then, in the early 20th century, shortly after World War I, the renowned cynologist K. F. König attempted to recreate the Hovawart as it existed in the Middle Ages, with its very specific character, working qualities and ability to serve as a guardian. He sought to recreate the essential characteristics of a robust and resistant dog with a strong constitution and a nobility of movement. A man of strong character, König steered the development of the breed with the firm hand of one who loves his work. He edited a book on the recreation of the Hovawart and, as of 1922, took on complete responsibility for promoting the breed in Germany.


There are two opposing theories regarding the revitalization of the Hovawart breed. One theory purports that today’s Hovawart is based on pure descendants of the original dogs, which were found existing in the Black Forest long after the decline of the breed. The other theory states that the breed was in fact reconstructed, using breeds such as the German Shepherd Dog, Kuvasz, Leonberger, Newfoundland and perhaps others. Nonetheless, type was established rather quickly, being set in the first half of the 20th century.
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The group of breeds known as Molossers, in which the Hovawart is included, stems from ancient dogs that were identified as Canis molossus.
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GENUS CANIS


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term “canine” derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term “dog” has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.





In 1937, the German Kennel Club—to the pride of those who had pioneered the Hovawart—officially recognized the breed. World War II, however, brought about the near-extinction of the Hovawart, a situation faced by most breeds of dog at that time. Shortly afterwards, in 1947, some tenacious breeders—principally from the region of Hesse—rekindled interest and publicity surrounding the Hovawart.


In 1964, the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), the governing canine organization in continental Europe, recognized the Hovawart as a working breed. The breed is classified in the FCI’s Group 2 (Pinscher and Schnauzer type, Molossian and Swiss Mountain and Cattledogs), Section 2 (Molossian, Mountain type), with working trial.




[image: image]


IT’S A CRIME!


In the breed’s early days in Germany, the Hovawart was held in high esteem. Stealing a Hovawart from someone else’s property was punishable by law!





The following year, 1965, the Rassezuchtverein für Hovawart-Hunde (RZV) was formed with the purpose of controlling and promoting the breed. One of the German club’s main goals was to eliminate any genetic imperfections, such as hip dysplasia, through strictly regulating breeding. The RZV also developed what was to become the international Hovawart breed standard, that which is accepted and recognized by the FCI.
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Hovawarts in the breed’s three recognized colors: black and gold, blonde and solid black.


THE BREED OUTSIDE ITS HOMELAND


Little by little, other countries fell into step behind the Germans. Important breeders emerged in the Netherlands, Switzerland and Austria. In France, serious breeding began in 1990, with Scandinavia, Great Britain, Belgium and Italy not far behind. Other countries, such as the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland, as well as the United States and Canada, are progressively opening up to breeding.
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Asko von Frohnauer Feld, owned by Mr. Burr, shows the desired natural characteristics of the modern Hovawart, reminiscent of its rustic early ancestors.
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A Hovawart from the Netherlands, a country in which there is a growing breed following.
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THE BREED IN THE UNITED STATES


The Hovawart is considered a rare breed in the United States, with relatively low numbers of the breed in the country. Nonetheless, interest in the breed is growing, and Hovawart breeders and fanciers are working to promote the breed in the US through several national clubs. Although not currently recognized by the American Kennel Club, the main canine governing body in the country, the Hovawart is recognized by the United Kennel Club and the American Rare Breed Association (ARBA). Hovawarts compete in ARBA shows under the breed standard of their homeland, Germany, which is that accepted by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale.







THE BREED IN THE UK


Min Inches is the pioneer of the Hovawart in the United Kingdom. She is responsible for the first imports into the country and for lobbying to England’s Kennel Club for breed recognition. Her efforts paid off, as the Hovawart Club of Great Britain, founded in 1982, is a member of the Kennel Club, and the breed’s Interim standard is also accepted by the KC. The Hovawart Club of Great Britain is currently an Associate Member of the International Hovawart Federation. The breed has established a foothold in the UK, and its future looks bright!
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Though a rare breed in the UK, the Hovawart has a firm foothold there, as illustrated by this lovely British example.


Member clubs from countries around the world are united under a common association, the International Hovawart Federation, established in 1984. The goals of this organization are to standardize breeding on an international level and create a rich donor bank from which the best subjects may be taken for reproduction. So, although considered a rare breed in most countries, the Hovawart does have dedicated people promoting its best interests wherever the breed is found.
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The Hovawart’s instinctive guarding nature is not lost in the home environment. Pet Hovawarts are vigilant sentinels of “their” property.
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A medium-sized dog, the Hovawart should not be large or heavy, but supple in his movements while retaining his strength. Very attached to his owners, the Hovawart is an excellent and long-lived family dog, which, under careful, serious training can also prove to be a very useful animal. He will defend his family under any circumstances, establishing a very close relationship with his loved ones, especially children.


Although he has a very friendly nature, the Hovawart is not easy to train. The Hovawart remains essentially rustic and tends to do what he feels like doing even when commanded otherwise, which adds to his charm but indicates a need for a good obedience school or a very skilled trainer. Although he retains a calm and very balanced temperament, the Hovawart is not a docile creature. Calm and contented yet born to play, the Hovawart exhibits an energetic and frisky nature when at liberty in the yard. The same is true in the home; you can be certain that you’ll lose your slippers if you leave them out for a Hovawart puppy to find.


In her book on the Hovawart, Doris Jung indicates that the breed is “not a submissive dog, but a dog that obeys willingly without giving up his pride or becoming a slave to humans. He is a friend and comrade, not a servant.”


The training of a Hovawart should begin as soon as possible, either at home or at obedience classes. This is very important, as it is the essential ardor in the young Hovawart that drives him to learn to obey and loyally follow his owner. Every dog needs a leader in order to develop in a balanced and sound manner. Without a competent leader, the dog himself will take control, which is obviously something to avoid. This is common to every breed of dog.
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TAKING CARE


Science is showing that as people take care of their pets, the pets are taking care of their owners. A recent study published in the American Journal of Cardiology found that having a pet can prolong his owner’s life. Pet owners generally have lower blood pressure, and pets help their owners to relax and keep more physically fit. It was also found that pets help to keep the elderly connected to their communities.





A sensitive breed, the Hovawart should under no circumstances be trained harshly. The dog is not a part of an alarm system but a member of the family. The Hovawart should never be kept tied out on a lead or chain. The owner who understands these basic tenets will more fully be able to develop his relationship with his Hovawart.


The Hovawart’s rapid understanding of what is expected makes him a valuable work dog, and ensures that a Hovawart will accomplish his tasks with an air of “You see? I did that for you.” However, if one day the dog does not perform as expected, he should not be forced or coerced. Rather, the exercise should be taken up again later in the form of a game.
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A Hovawart’s home is his castle, and he will make himself comfortable. Despite his rustic beginnings, this is not an outdoors-only dog.


Maria Kuncewicz, who represents the breed in France and whose bitch Loula is a prizewinner with a long career, comments, “You should be happy when your Hovawart simply gets off the sofa when you command.” Although somewhat exaggerated, this humorous image of the very friendly, convivial Hovawart indicates that authority should be used with kid gloves.


The dog loves to participate in every aspect of family life—especially in relation to children—and will recognize who holds the lead. He will push his owner to burn a few calories as he strains on the lead during a walk, but should the young, old or infirm take the lead, the dog recognizes his frailty and will hold back. Regardless, all members of the family must realize that the Hovawart is a dog, not a toy.
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Training a Hovawart can be quite an experience, and definitely a challenge…are you ready for it?
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Look at the excitement! Is there any doubt that Hovawarts love their owners?


Although not an excessive barker, this breed has an imposing voice and physique that puts fear into any intruder. As an individual, the dog is unlikely to stray far from his home or his owner, for he prefers the family unit to wandering out of sight.


The Hovawart’s rural background makes it indifferent to changes in temperature or climate, although, due to its semi-long coat, the breed prefers colder climes such as that of its place of origin, Germany. If the thermometer rises, a large bowl of water should be left handy at all times for the dog. Neither rain nor wind is a problem, given the thickness of the dog’s coat, and the Hovawart loves to roll in, dig in and kick snow about like a child. The coat comes in three colors—a golden or flaxen color (blonde), solid black and black and gold.


BREED-SPECIFIC HEALTH CONCERNS


A number of illnesses exist to which the Hovawart is susceptible. All prospective owners should discuss these problems with the breeder, as responsible breeders strive to eliminate all genetic disorders through careful breeding. Also, being acquainted with the health problems, both genetic and otherwise, will help an owner be better prepared to recognize symptoms and get his Hovawart the necessary veterinary attention. The following health concerns are hereditary in nature.


Hip dysplasia is a genetic malformation of the hip joint between the head of the femur and the socket in which the femoral head rests. Very strict regulations regarding hip dysplasia and breeding are imposed by Hovawart clubs. Your dog should receive x-rays to make sure that he has no evidence of dysplasia. In most countries, there are organized schemes that focus on examining dogs, identifying dysplastic dogs and certifying dogs that are free of dysplasia. Any dog found with hip dysplasia is not to be bred, and none of a dysplastic dog’s littermates should be bred.
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Equally at home on the farm……
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….or in the snow, and well suited to both.
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Clear, bright and healthy eyes can make any Hovawart smile.


Although it has a hereditary basis, hip dysplasia can be aggravated by environmental factors as well. A diet too rich in protein and too much exercise at an early age are common contributing factors to a dog’s becoming dysplastic.


Hypothyroidism affects the thyroid gland by the production of too few hormones, thereby lowering the animal’s metabolism. This genetic illness occurs around the age of five years. Symptoms include lack of muscle tone, loss of hair and lameness. This illness should be quickly reported to prevent further reproduction by the affected dog’s parents.


Osteochondrosis results when bone cartilage does not harden as the dog grows, failing to develop into proper bone. This disease affects the shoulders, elbows, hocks and knees, making these areas fragile and injury-prone, with thickened cartilage. It appears at about six months of age, and more usually in males. Osteochondritis dissecans (OCD) can result if the cartilage becomes exposed and inflamed.


Eye problems such as entropion and ectropion can affect the Hovawart. Depending on the case, the eyelids turn in toward the eye (entropion) or turn outward and sag (ectropion), creating watery, inflamed eyes. These problems are usually hereditary but can also be contracted as a result of a wound
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Normal pelvis with a normal femur or thighbone.


[image: image]


A dysplastic hip. Look at the femoral head; it does not have the smooth surface of the normal one above.
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The breed standard presented here is the one recognized by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) and is the standard of the breed’s country of origin, Germany. The goal of any breed standard is to establish uniform characteristics, both physical and temperamental, to enable the dog to be bred in a homogenous manner and to preserve breed type. Conformation show judges also use the standard as a reference by which they pick their winners, because the dog placed first should be the dog that most closely matches the ideal set forth in the standard. The breed standard establishes the degree to which differences in the breed are tolerated because it is impossible to breed a “perfect” Hovawart, or a perfect dog of any breed for that matter. Each country has its own preferences based on the German standard, but under no circumstances may any modifications be in breach of the FCI standard.
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A Hovawart in profile, showing proper structure, balance, type and substance.
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Lancelot, at 13 months old, placing third in the Group at a Canadian Rare Breed Association show under American judge Marcia D. Blake-Dannaher. Owner, Michel Roy.


THE FCI STANDARD FOR THE HOVAWART


Translation by Dr J. M. Paschoud and Prof. R. Triquet


ORIGIN


Germany.


DATE OF PUBLICATION


December 1, 1998.


USE


Working breed.


FCI CLASSIFICATION


Group 2: Pinscher and Schnauzer type, Molosser and Swiss Mountain and Cattledogs. Section 2.2: Molossian, Mountain type. With working trial.


BRIEF HISTORICAL OVERVIEW


The Hovawart is a very old German race of work dog. In Middle Ages German, the name meant guardian (Wart) of the farm (Hova=Hof=Farm). Since 1922, this race has been raised based on similar-type breeds still found on farms at that time. During the first years of selective breeding, the dog was crossed with German Shepherds, Newfoundlands, Leonbergers and other breeds. The original work dog was eventually bred due to strict degrees of selection. In its country of origin, the state of health of a Hovawart is of great importance. Thus, hip dysplasia has been largely eradicated in this breed in Germany and the club hopes that similar strict breeding measures will be imitated in other countries.


GENERAL FEATURES


The Hovawart is an energetic medium-sized work dog with a relatively elongated form and long hair. The differences between the male and female are quite marked, especially in the shape of the head and overall conformation.


IMPORTANT PROPORTIONS


The length of the body measures approximately 10 to 15% more than the height at the withers.


BEHAVIOR/TEMPERAMENT


The Hovawart is a well-known multi-purpose working dog. With an even disposition and pleasant nature, it is gifted with a good instinct to protect and fight. Self-confident with a well-defined character, the dog has an average temperament. It has a very good nose. Its proportions are well balanced and its attachment to the family group makes it an excellent companion, guard dog, protector, rescuer and tracker.


HEAD


The nasal bridge is straight with its higher line parallel with that of the skull. Both the muzzle and the skull are of the same length. The head skin is tight.


CRANIAL REGION


Skull: The head is powerful and has a large, rounded forehead.


Stop: Well defined.


FACIAL REGION


Nose: The nostrils are well developed. With black and black and gold dogs, the nose color is black. With blonde dogs it is also black but can sometimes be white (snow nose).


Muzzle: Strong—seen in profile and beneath it reduces in size minimally.


Lips: Meet tightly.


Jaws/Teeth: The Hovawart jaws have a strong scissors bite and contain the usual 42 teeth. These are set square with the jaws. A pincer bite is acceptable.
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Lothar Wernicke’s German Ch. Aldo vom Buvagt-Hus poses with some of his many awards.


Eyes: Oval, they neither protrude from nor sink into the sockets. They are medium dark brown. The eyelids fit tightly.
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