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Chapter 1: The Nakba: Birth of the Palestinian Struggle

	The term Nakba, or catastrophe, marks a pivotal moment in Palestinian history that drastically altered the landscape of the region. In this chapter, we explore the events of 1948, the establishment of Israel, and the mass displacement of Palestinians. Understanding the Nakba is crucial to grasping the deep-seated grievances that continue to fuel the conflict today. We will examine firsthand accounts, historical documentation, and the lasting impact of partition on Palestinian identity.

	Historical Context of the Nakba

	The Nakba, or catastrophe, describes the events surrounding the 1948 Palestinian exodus and the establishment of the State of Israel. This section provides a historical backdrop that is essential for understanding the events that led to the Nakba and its implications. We'll explore the political landscape leading up to this critical moment, including the role of colonial interests and national aspirations.

	Emergence of Zionism

	The late 19th-century rise of Zionism represented a pivotal movement aimed at establishing a Jewish homeland in Palestine. This emergent nationalistic ideology arose largely as a response to pervasive global anti-Semitism and persecution faced by Jewish communities in Europe. The movement gained momentum under the leadership of figures like Theodor Herzl, who passionately advocated for Jewish self-determination. Herzl&apos;s vision entailed not only cultural and spiritual revival but also political activity to secure a homeland where Jews could live free from oppression.

	Zionism's roots can be traced to a confluence of historical, religious, and social factors, many of which reflect deep-seated aspirations for security and identity. The movement's focus on Palestine was largely driven by its historical significance to the Jewish people as the ancestral home, where they had lived for centuries. However, this aspiration set the stage for future conflict, as Jewish immigration to Palestine began to increase, leading to tensions with the indigenous Arab population who found themselves increasingly marginalized.

	The British Mandate

	The British Mandate from 1920 to 1948 was a significant period in the history of Palestine, marking Britain’s control over the region following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire after World War I. This mandate laid the groundwork for the conflicting national aspirations of Jews and Arabs. As British authorities facilitated Jewish immigration, partly fueled by the Balfour Declaration, resentment in the Arab population grew, leading to escalating tensions.

	The mandate period saw a series of riots and conflicts, as both communities competed for influence and control over Palestine. The British attempts to balance these competing nationalisms proved increasingly fraught, culminating in violence and instability. This period not only shaped the immediate political landscape but also entrenched divisions, setting the stage for the more profound crisis of the Nakba, as societal rifts deepened against a backdrop of colonial governance.

	UN Partition Plan of 1947

	The UN Partition Plan of 1947 proposed a momentous solution aimed at addressing the escalating conflict between Jewish and Arab communities in Palestine. The United Nations suggested dividing the territory into separate Jewish and Arab states as a way to resolve competing national claims. While this plan was accepted by Jewish leaders, who saw it as a legitimization of their claims, it was categorically rejected by Arab leaders and the Palestinian population.

	Arab objections were grounded in the belief that the partition was unjust, granting a disproportionate share of land to the Jewish state. The proposed boundaries were contentious and reflected the imbalance in demographics and ownership. This refusal set the stage for further conflict, as tensions simmered and the prospect of a peaceful coexistence rapidly diminished, foreshadowing the violence that would erupt in the following year.

	Pre-Nakba Violence

	In the months leading up to May 1948, escalating violence marked a critical juncture in the history of Palestine, characterized by the 1947-1948 civil war. This turmoil involved both organized military operations and spontaneous communal violence, resulting in widespread fear and distrust among the disparate communities in the region. The cycles of aggression not only exacerbated tensions but also profoundly affected the civilian populations.

	As violence intensified, many Palestinians experienced severe trauma and dislocation, which compounded the complexities of the emerging conflict. The atmosphere of hostility culminated in significant loss of life and property, pushing many Palestinian families toward displacement. The events of this period were instrumental in shaping the collective memory and identity of Palestinians, laying a tragic groundwork for the catastrophic displacement that would follow with the formal establishment of Israel in May 1948.

	The Exodus: Mass Displacement

	The Nakba signifies the mass displacement of Palestinians. This section delves into personal accounts of those who lived through the exodus, portraying the human cost of this phenomenon. Understanding these narratives is vital to grasping the emotional and psychological impact on Palestinian identity.

	Forced Evacuations

	The forced evacuations of Palestinian villages during the Nakba were a tragic byproduct of armed conflict and systematic intimidation. As tensions escalated between Jewish and Arab communities, entire villages were uprooted, leaving families to flee under the threat of violence. This mass exodus was not a singular event but a series of coordinated actions, often precipitated by military offensives that aimed to secure land and assert control over the region.

	Communities that had thrived for generations suddenly found themselves in peril, with many residents given little time to collect their belongings. The experiences of those who faced forced evacuation illuminate the emotional and psychological scars that remain today. These uprootings transformed not only physical landscapes but also the course of Palestinian identity, embedding a sense of loss and dislocation that resonates through generations.

	Destruction of Villages

	The destruction of numerous Palestinian villages during the Nakba represents an irreplaceable loss of history and culture. As communities were forcibly evacuated, many settlements were obliterated, erasing historical landmarks and cultural symbols. This intentional obliteration not only aimed to diminish the physical presence of Palestinians in the region but also sought to erase the narrative of their existence and heritage.

	Villages like Lifta and Deir Yassin have become symbols of this cultural erasure, representing the broader struggle to maintain collective memory in the face of systematic destruction. The loss of these sites has deep implications for Palestinian identity, contributing to a collective sense of grievance and longing for heritage that remains powerful and influential in contemporary discourse.

	Refugee Crisis

	The Nakba culminated in a massive refugee crisis, with approximately 750,000 Palestinians displaced from their homes. Seeking refuge in neighboring countries, many of these displaced individuals found themselves in crowded camps with precarious living conditions. These camps evolved into lasting communities, symbolizing the enduring impact of displacement on Palestinian lives.

	The complexities of this refugee crisis extend beyond immediate humanitarian needs; they embody a struggle for rights, recognition, and the return to ancestral lands. Generations of families have been born and raised in these camps, fostering a strong sense of identity despite the challenges of being uprooted and marginalized. Today, the plight of Palestinian refugees remains a pivotal issue in the broader context of the conflict, continuously influencing regional politics and peace efforts.

	Personal Testimonies

	Personal testimonies from survivors of the Nakba offer profound insights into the human cost of displacement. These firsthand accounts capture the raw emotions of loss, fear, and anxiety experienced by individuals as they navigated the traumas of forced evacuation. Many recount the harrowing moments of leaving their homes behind, often recalling the mundane details that evoke a vivid sense of nostalgia for a life irrevocably altered.

	These narratives serve as powerful reminders of the resilience and strength of the Palestinian people in the face of hardship. They reveal the intergenerational trauma that persists within the community, shaping identities and collective memory. Through these stories, the Nakba is not only a historical event but a living legacy that continues to influence the Palestinian experience, underscoring the deep emotional scars left by the exodus.

	The Impact of the Nakba on Palestinian Identity

	The Nakba was not just a moment; it marked a profound transformation in Palestinian identity. This section examines how the experiences of displacement and loss have shaped collective memory and national consciousness among Palestinians.

	Cultural Resonance

	The Nakba has become a central theme in Palestinian literature, arts, and folklore, deeply embedding itself in the cultural fabric of the community. Poets, writers, and artists have used their mediums to articulate the profound sense of loss and yearning that followed the mass displacement of 1948. Works such as Mahmoud Darwish’s poetry capture the essence of this pain, offering a voice to the suffering and aspirations of the Palestinian people.

	Moreover, traditional songs and stories recount narratives of home, exile, and longing, preserving collective memories across generations. Festivals and commemorative events, such as Nakba Day observed every May 15, serve as platforms for cultural expression and remembrance, reinforcing the importance of memory in maintaining identity.

	This flourishing cultural output serves not only as a means of coping with trauma but also as a mode of resistance. By keeping the memory of the Nakba alive through art and literature, Palestinians assert their identity and resilience in the face of continued challenges.

	National Identity Formation

	The shared experience of the Nakba is foundational in shaping a unified Palestinian identity. The collective memories of displacement, loss, and survival have fostered a strong sense of belonging among Palestinians, both within the territories and in the diaspora. Through narratives of shared suffering and communal struggle, Palestinians have generated a national consciousness that transcends geographic boundaries.

	This solidarity is evident in various forms, including social movements, collective commemorations, and political activism. Communities come together to honor their history and advocate for their rights, which solidifies their national identity further. The Nakba is not merely remembered; it is actively integrated into the collective psyche, urging future generations to continue the pursuit of justice and recognition.

	The resultant identity is multifaceted, encompassing cultural, social, and political dimensions that together create a powerful force for collective action and resistance against attempts to erase their history.

	Political Movements

	The aftermath of the Nakba catalyzed the emergence of political awareness among Palestinians, leading to the establishment of various movements aimed at seeking rights, recognition, and self-determination. The loss experienced during the Nakba illuminated the urgent need for organized resistance against displacement and oppression, resulting in the formation of political factions and groups, such as the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) and later Hamas.

	These movements rallied around the ideals of liberation and national sovereignty, emphasizing the importance of political action in the framework of international law and human rights. They mobilized grassroots support, drawing attention to the plight of Palestinians and advocating for their rights on the global stage.

	Moreover, as Palestinian identity coalesced around the narrative of the Nakba, these political movements sought to channel the collective grief and aspirations of the people into a cohesive political discourse, thus underscoring the Nakba's enduring legacy in shaping Palestinian political consciousness.

	Symbol of Resistance

	The Nakba has evolved into a powerful symbol of ongoing resistance against occupation, serving as a rallying point for Palestinians across the globe. It embodies the struggle for justice, dignity, and the right to return for those who live in exile. Indeed, the narrative surrounding the Nakba resonates with the principles of resistance, emphasizing national pride despite the pervasive challenges faced by Palestinians today.

	In contemporary protests and movements, references to the Nakba serve to highlight the historical injustices that fuel current grievances. This symbolism transcends mere remembrance; it motivates action among Palestinians, including youth and activists who invoke the Nakba to inspire a renewed commitment to their cause.

	As such, the Nakba not only signifies a tragic past but also represents a persistent call for justice that continues to empower future generations. Its role as a cornerstone of identity reinforces the collective aspiration for a Palestinian sovereignty that acknowledges both historical injustices and the rights of the people.

	International Reactions and Responsibilities

	The Nakba drew international attention and reactions, shaping geopolitical dynamics in the region. This section reflects on how global powers and institutions responded to the events of 1948 and the implications for Palestinian rights.

	Global Political Landscape

	The aftermath of World War II created a complex global political landscape that significantly impacted the Palestine-Israel conflict. Major powers, particularly the United States and the Soviet Union, were embroiled in the Cold War and often prioritized their geopolitical interests in the Middle East over humanitarian concerns. This political climate allowed for the establishment of Israel in 1948, with international backing that aligned with Western interests.

	Consequently, the voices advocating for Palestinian rights were frequently marginalized, seen as a counterproductive influence in a region crucial for Cold War dynamics. The focus on state sovereignty and territorial integrity often overshadowed the rights of displaced Palestinians, whose plight was sidelined for broader political agendas. Thus, the conflict evolved under the shadow of competing global interests, neglecting the humanitarian dimension inherent to the Nakba.

	UN Involvement

	In response to the humanitarian crisis resulting from the Nakba, the United Nations established the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) in 1949. This agency was designed to provide aid to the hundreds of thousands of Palestinians displaced during the events of 1948. UNRWA’s creation marked a significant acknowledgment by the international community of the ongoing plight of Palestinian refugees.

	Despite its mandate to assist refugees, UNRWA has faced numerous challenges over the decades, including underfunding and political pressures, which have impeded its ability to fully address the needs of the Palestinian population. While UNRWA's efforts have provided crucial services such as education and healthcare, the dependency on international aid underscores the unresolved nature of the Palestinian refugee issue stemming from the Nakba.

	Ongoing Diplomatic Efforts

	Over the years, many diplomatic efforts have aimed to resolve the Palestinian plight and the underlying causes of the Nakba. Peace initiatives, like the Oslo Accords, offered pathways toward a two-state solution but often fell short due to a lack of genuine commitment from major stakeholders to address core grievances. These agreements frequently skirted substantial issues such as refugees' right of return and settlement policies, often treating symptoms rather than the root causes of the conflict.

	Additionally, the influence of external powers in the negotiations has often complicated matters. The interests of powerful nations may lead to assembled agreements that favor one side over the other, which perpetuates skepticism and distrust. As such, while diplomacy remains a vital aspect of efforts to resolve the situation, the lack of transparency and accountability has often limited these efforts' effectiveness.

	Criticism and Accountability

	Numerous critics argue that the international community has consistently failed to hold accountable those responsible for the displacement of Palestinians and the continuous violations of their rights. The perceived bias in international responses—often insufficient and reactive rather than proactive—has led to significant frustrations among Palestinian advocates and sympathizers worldwide.

	The absence of meaningful consequences for states or actors involved in perpetuating violations has further emboldened impunity. Consequently, Palestinians continue to live under precarious conditions, with limited avenues for recourse. Calls for mechanisms that ensure accountability, such as sanctions or legal actions against violators, have gained momentum, highlighting the pressing need for the global community to reassess its role and responsibilities concerning the ongoing conflict.

	 


Chapter 2: Occupation in 1967: Shifting Dynamics

	The Six-Day War of 1967 resulted in significant territorial changes and the beginning of a prolonged military occupation of Palestinian lands, including Gaza. This chapter discusses the consequences of the occupation, examining how it laid the groundwork for future resistance movements. We will analyze international reactions, the establishment of settlements, and the impact on Palestinian rights and everyday life under occupation.

	The Aftermath of the Six-Day War

	The Six-Day War dramatically altered the political landscape of the Middle East. Israel’s victory resulted in the occupation of Gaza along with the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the Golan Heights. This section explores the immediate consequences of this war, not only for Israel but also for Palestinians who were thrust into military governance.

	Territorial Gains

	The Six-Day War resulted in substantial territorial gains for Israel, fundamentally altering the geopolitical landscape. Following its swift military victory, Israel occupied not only Gaza but also the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the Golan Heights. This occupation led to a dramatic shift in demographics; hundreds of thousands of Palestinians found themselves under Israeli rule, changing the socio-political dynamics of these territories.

	These territorial acquisitions were marked by the imposition of new governance structures that transformed the everyday lives of Palestinians. The annexation of these lands fostered a significant increase in Israeli settlements, further entrenching the occupation and leading to various legal and humanitarian issues. This expansion created a lasting impact on Palestinian land ownership, rights, and national aspirations, deepening the existing conflict and complicating future negotiations for peace.

	Military Occupation

	The imposition of military governance in Gaza fundamentally changed the daily experiences of Palestinians. After the war, Israel instituted a regime that included curfews, checkpoints, and restrictions on movement, effectively controlling the lives of those living in the territory. The military administration governed political life, limiting civil liberties and freedom of expression.

	This regime imposed severe socioeconomic challenges, as Palestinians faced limitations on employment, access to resources, and the provision of basic services. Such conditions not only stifled daily activities but also deepened grievances among the population. Over time, these restrictive measures contributed to a widespread sense of alienation and resentment, ultimately becoming a catalyst for resistance movements, which sought both to oppose the occupation and to assert Palestinian rights.

	International Reactions

	The global response to the outcomes of the Six-Day War was mixed, showcasing a complex web of geopolitical interests. While Western nations, particularly the United States, generally offered support to Israel, others in the Arab world and some developing countries condemned the occupation and its implications for Palestinian rights. This division highlighted the emerging Cold War dynamics, as nations took sides based on political alliances.

	International institutions, including the United Nations, issued resolutions criticizing the occupation, leading to debates that would continue for decades. This dichotomy in international reactions established a prolonged dialogue surrounding the legitimacy of the occupation and Palestinian self-determination, contributing to the entrenchment of opposing narratives that would complicate peace efforts in subsequent years.

	Impact on Palestinian Identity

	The occupation in the wake of the Six-Day War played a pivotal role in shaping Palestinian identity, unifying diverse communities under a shared experience of hardship and resistance. The imposition of military rule and the subsequent denial of rights catalyzed a growing sense of nationalism among Palestinians, who increasingly began to articulate their struggle for identity and independence.

	This newfound nationalism began to manifest in various forms, including the rise of organized political movements that aimed to resist the occupation. Cultural expressions, protests, and community solidarity became essential components of Palestinian identity. Such developments sowed the seeds for future political engagement and resistance strategies, laying the groundwork for a sustained struggle that would continue to evolve amidst further challenges in the decades to come.

	The Rise of Resistance Movements

	With the establishment of the occupation, new forms of resistance began to take shape among Palestinians in Gaza. This section examines the emergence of several key movements and how they were influenced by the conditions of occupation.

	Formation of the PLO

	The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) was established in 1964, evolving into a pivotal entity for representing Palestinian national aspirations. Its formation was largely a response to the need for a united front against Israeli occupation and was spurred by regional dynamics and international support.

	Initially, the PLO struggled to gain traction, facing internal divisions and a lack of cohesive strategy. However, its significance grew following the military defeat of Arab states during the Six-Day War in 1967, as the organization positioned itself as the legitimate voice for Palestinians worldwide. The PLO's adoption of armed struggle as a core component of its strategy further heightened its visibility.

	Internationally, the PLO garnered recognition, particularly after the 1974 Arab League summit, which recognized it as the sole representative of the Palestinian people. This legitimization allowed the PLO to participate in global forums, amplifying Palestinian issues on the international stage and helping to anchor Palestinian aspirations within worldwide discussions of decolonization.

	Grassroots Mobilization

	The occupation engendered a profound response from Palestinians, leading to a wave of grassroots mobilization. Communities across Gaza began organizing protests and strikes as a form of resistance against the oppressive regime they faced. These actions were critical in uniting disparate groups under a common goal: the end of occupation.

	Local leadership emerged as essential in these mobilizations, with representatives advocating for rights and pushing back against systematic abuses. Through community meetings and collective actions, Palestinians cultivated a sense of agency and empowerment, often risking their safety to stand up against military violence.

	The solidarity demonstrated during strikes and protests exemplified resilience and determination among marginalized populations. Grassroots activism not only challenged the occupation but also forged bonds among disparate Palestinian groups, fostering a shared identity and purpose that transcended regional boundaries.

	The Role of Exile

	Exile played a significant role in shaping Palestinian resistance movements, particularly for those displaced during the Nakba and subsequent conflicts. Many Palestinians in exile became vocal advocates for their homeland, leveraging their platforms to raise awareness and galvanize support against Israeli policies.

	This transnational activism highlighted the interconnectedness of the Palestinian struggle, as exiled communities often organized demonstrations and lobbied international institutions. They aimed to keep the narrative alive regarding the plight of their families and communities back home, ensuring that the Palestinian cause remained prominent in global discussions.

	Moreover, these exiled voices fostered a sense of solidarity across borders, linking those in Gaza with the broader Palestinian diaspora. This solidarity was crucial in sustaining momentum for resistance and advocating for rights, despite physical separation from the occupied territories.

	Increased Political Consciousness

	The military occupation significantly heightened political consciousness among Palestinians, transforming their understanding of rights, governance, and self-determination. As everyday life became dominated by military presence and policies, Palestinians began to critically assess their political reality and question the status quo.

	This awakening was manifested in various forms of activism, including the rise of political organizations and advocacy groups that sought to address civil rights, social justice, and governance issues. Occupation fostered discussions around national identity, collective rights, and the implications of systemic oppression.

	Furthermore, events such as the First Intifada in the late 1980s symbolized this burgeoning political awareness, as it marked a widespread grassroots uprising against the occupation. Such movements illustrated the evolution from apathy to active citizenship, where Palestinians increasingly demanded involvement in political processes and international support for their rights.

	Settlement Policy and Its Implications

	Israel's settlement policies began to take shape immediately following the war, which significantly impacted Gaza's landscape. This section analyzes how settlements contributed to tensions and reshaped Palestinian life.

	Settlement Expansion

	The expansion of Israeli settlements in and around Gaza after the Six-Day War significantly marginalized Palestinian communities. This expansion not only altered the demographic landscape but also restricted Palestinian access to vital resources, such as water and agricultural land. As settlements proliferated, many Palestinian residents were forcibly displaced, impacting their livelihoods and traditional ways of life.

	Settlements, strategically located, were designed to establish a permanent Israeli presence in the region. This constructed a physical barrier between Palestinian neighborhoods and their agricultural fields, exacerbating the already strained relations. Palestinians faced increasing limitations on movement, and the encroachment of settlements led to heightened tensions, as families found their rights and homes under threat. These conditions sowed the seeds of resentment, fostering resistance against both the settlements and the broader occupation.

	Legal Frameworks

	Israel's settlement policy was underpinned by various legal justifications, which remain contentious in the realm of international law. The Israeli government argued that the settlements are not in violation of international law, citing interpretations of historical claims and security needs. However, these assertions have drawn criticism from many international bodies.

	Critics argue that the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits the transfer of an occupying power's civilian population into the territory it occupies, suggesting that settlements in Gaza are illegal. This legal dispute raises critical questions regarding Palestinian sovereignty and the rights of residents under occupation. The ongoing dialogue around the legality of settlements illustrates the complexity of governance in contested territories, drawing attention to the power dynamics embedded in these legal frameworks.

	Demographic Engineering

	The growth of Israeli settlements in Gaza can be viewed as part of a broader strategy of demographic engineering, aimed at altering the population balance in favor of Jewish Israelis. This tactic complicates future peace negotiations by embedding settlers deeply within Palestinian territories, thus making evacuation highly contentious.

	By increasing the number of Israeli citizens living in these settlements, Israel effectively seeks to solidify claims to the land, arguing that control is necessary for security. The implications of this strategy are profound, as it perpetuates a cycle of conflict and instability, undermining trust between the communities. Palestinian advocates highlight that such demographic shifts are not merely administrative—they represent a systemic effort to diminish the Palestinian presence and erode national identity.

	Resistance to Settlements

	The establishment and expansion of Israeli settlements have sparked significant resistance from Palestinian communities, often resulting in violent clashes. These confrontations reveal the desperation and frustration felt by Palestinians living under occupation, as settlements encroach upon their land and rights.

	Palestinian opposition has included both peaceful protests and more militant actions, exemplifying a deep-seated and growing anger toward what many perceive as an existential threat. The violence in these resistance efforts is often met with a harsh military response, further entrenching the divide. This cycle of resistance and repression illustrates the deep divisions within the society, as well as the broader implications of occupation and settlement policies that continue to fuel conflict in Gaza.

	Living Under Occupation

	The reality of life under military occupation drastically affected every aspect of Palestinian society in Gaza. This section explores the impact of restrictions on daily life and individual freedoms.

	Restrictions on Movement

	In Gaza, the imposition of military occupation since 1967 has resulted in severe restrictions on movement for Palestinians. Checkpoints and military barriers have been established throughout the territory, severely disrupting daily life. Access to education has been hampered, as students and teachers face delays and difficulties in traveling to schools. Hospitals are often inaccessible due to roadblocks, complicating urgent medical situations and making healthcare delivery precarious.

	Economic activity has also suffered significantly. Restrictions on movement inhibit labor mobility, trade, and access to markets, contributing to a cycle of poverty. The heavily monitored borders and checkpoints create an environment where fear and uncertainty pervade, complicating any plans individuals might have for personal or professional development. Education and healthcare, crucial components for a thriving society, become increasingly unattainable, leading to a diminished quality of life.

	Human Rights Violations

	The realities of military occupation have led to numerous human rights violations in Gaza. International organizations, including Human Rights Watch, have documented cases of arbitrary arrests, where individuals are detained without charge or trial. Such practices instill a climate of fear within the population, as anyone can become a target of state violence.

	Moreover, house demolitions are frequently executed as punitive measures against families of suspected militants, further exacerbating the humanitarian crisis. Civilians face violence from military operations, which have not only resulted in loss of life but continued psychological damage to those who witness these events. The toll of these violations affects the fabric of Palestinian society, leaving deep scars that affect generations.

	Economic Impact

	The occupation and subsequent blockade imposed on Gaza have led to severe economic challenges that have plagued its residents. The economy has been crippled, resulting in staggering unemployment rates that have soared to over 45%. This dire economic situation has made basic necessities like food, clean water, and shelter increasingly difficult to access.

	Local businesses struggle to operate due to restrictions on imports and exports, reducing their ability to thrive. As economic conditions deteriorate, families are left with no choice but to depend on humanitarian aid, deepening their reliance on external assistance for survival. This state of economic despair creates long-lasting challenges for the development of the community and undermines any prospects for future stability and growth.
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