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PREFACE.





When the author commenced work on

this book, about two years since, he had become impressed with the idea that

the time had arrived when some attempt should be made to bring forward the

record of history from the time when Thompson and Prime wrote, to the present.

During the thirty years that had elapsed since the writing of the last History

of Long Island, a new generation of people had entered upon the field of life,

and the greatly increased numbers of our population seemed to demand a more

available history of the past. At the same time, those thirty years had

developed many and important changes in the history of the Island or County.

During that time we had made more history than for a century before, and the

times seemed to demand the production of a work which should retain the

principal historical items of the former period, to which should be added a

continuation down to the present' day.




Then it appeared that a more

complete effort in the matter of description than history generally received

would add to the interest of the work. Lastly it appeared that to do justice to

the whole field of Long Island would be an undertaking too great to be accomplished

within a reasonable length of time, and would require a volume of such size and

expense as to be beyond the convenient reach of the masses, and would thus

prove a pecuniary failure. Acting upon these impressions the compiler set about

the work, with but a very imperfect idea of the amount of labor, perplexity and

time that would be required to carry it to a successful end. He has the

satisfaction of knowing, however, that the work, though it has required a

larger outlay than he anticipated, is more complete and more thorough than he

intended at the outset to make it. At the same time it is not perfect— not as

nearly so as he would have been pleased to make it.




Nevertheless, a reasonable amount

of pains have been taken to avoid mistakes, and to insure as far as possible

correctness.




But in this point the compiler

meets with numerous difficulties. He experiences perplexity at times for want

of sufficient information, and at other times on account of too much

information. In consulting different authorities on the same points there often

appears such discrepancies that the inquirer turns away in disgust, and

despairs of finding the truth. In these sketches very many important items have

been omitted on this account—because the various authorities from whom they

must be gathered, could not be reconciled. The author does not claim this work

to be free from the power of criticism, by any means, but would ask in all

seriousness that those who feel disposed to censure or criticize will first

make sure that they know more of the items they question than the author does,

before setting him down in error.




To relieve the monotony of

digging, and searching, and solving contradictory problems, which this work has

cost, the author remembers with a grateful heart the many favors he has

received at the hands of his friends—generous deeds and kind words of

encouragement, which have fallen at times like sun-beams across his path, and

inspired him to persevere in the work he had set about.




Taking this means to return the

most sincere thanks and heartfelt gratitude, to the scores of friends who have

rendered him assistance in the enterprise of preparing these Sketches of

Suffolk County he lays down the pen, and hands the book over to the public.




Port Jefferson, L. L, Dec. 20,

1873.




 


















 




CHAPTER I.




 




THE DISCOVERY OF LONG ISLAND BY

THE DUTCH—THE SETTLEMENT OF THE WESTERN TOWNS—THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT—AND THE

GENERAL DISCONTENT—FROM 1609 TO 1664.




 




In the early part of September,

1609, Henry Hudson, an Englishman, employed by the Dutch East India Company, in

the vain search for a Northwest passage to India, discovered the West end of

Long Island, at the time he explored New York Bay and the river which bears his

name. He had been fitted out by the said Company in the early part of the same

year, with a crew of twenty picked men, with a vessel called the "Half

Moon." This expedition sailed from Amsterdam on the 25th of March.




While exploring the neighborhood

of New York Bay, a party of men went ashore from the "Half Moon," and

landed on that strand now known as Coney Island, being the southwestern

extremity of Long Island. Hero, we are told, they found plum trees and grape

vines growing and bearing fruit in the midst of the untutored wilderness.




Thus it appears, Coney Island was

the spot where the first white man ever set foot upon Long Island.




The members of this expedition

also reported, that they found great numbers of birds of different kinds on the

shores, and multitudes of fishes in the waters. A day or two later, as a party

of Hudson's men were out in a small boat fishing, they were attacked by Indians

and one of their number, John Coleman by name, was killed by an arrow from the

latter. Hudson ordered him taken ashore and buried. The spot of his interment

was called Coleman's Point, to commemorate the event. This place is supposed by

some to have been on Coney Island, but by others it is located on the opposite

or New Jersey shore.




The first discovery of Long

Island; having thus been made under the auspices of the Dutch, they laid claim

to its ownership, as they did also of the island of Manhattan, or Manhattoes,

as it was then called by the Indians.




In 1611, Dutch merchants came

over and established a trading post with the Indians, upon the latter island.




In 1614 they erected a fort on

Manhattan Island, which they named New Amsterdam, and refused to acknowledge

the superior claims of the English to the neighboring territory.




The same year Adrian Block sailed

down the Sound, on a voyage to Cape Cod, and was the first to discover that

Long Island was entirely surrounded by water. On this voyage he also discovered

and gave name to Block Island.




Four years later Thomas Dermer

sailed up the Sound from New England, on his way to Virginia, and in describing

his passage through Hell Gate he says:—" We found a most dangerous

cataract amongst small rocky islands, occasioned by two unequal tides, the one

ebbing and flowing two hours before the other."




The Dutch East India Company,

under whose employ Hudson had discovered this part of the American Continent,

was in 1621 merged into the Great West India Company, and to this organization

the "States General" granted the exclusive monopoly of trading with

the natives in the province of New Netherlands, for a term of twenty-four

years.




In the year 1623, or 4, this

Company appointed Peter Minuit to the office of director general, or governor

of New Netherlands, under them. Previous to that time a few houses had been

erected, and were occupied by the Dutch temporary settlers, on Manhattan

Island.




It is evident that the matter of

establishing permanent settlements here by the Dutch, received at first but

little attention. The main objects which they sought, were the pecuniary

benefits arising from a trade with the Indians.




The principal articles exchanged

were guns, ammunition and mm, for which they received furs. In this way the

early Dutch speculators enriched themselves, by placing in the hands of the

Indians the instruments and destructive elements, which a few years later were

turned with such fatal and distressing consequences upon the innocent white

settlers.




The first settlements under the

Dutch on the west end of Long Island were made by individuals, in a hap-hazard

manner, just as circumstances might suggest, without any associated attempts at

government.




The first white settler upon Long

Island of which history gives any account, was one George Jansen de Rapalje, a

Frenchman, who established himself during the administration of Peter Minuit,

in the vicinity of Wallabout Bay, in the spring of the year 1625. His daughter

Sarah Rapalje, born June 9th, of the same year, was the first child of European

parentage born upon the Island. Permanent settlements were commenced on both

ends of the Island nearly at the same time: on the west end by the Dutch, and

on the east end by the English. Thus it will be seen Long Island was virtually

claimed by three different powers,—the Indians, the Dutch and the English;

though no very fierce measures were taken to establish the supreme rights of

either in opposition to the others. The English allowed the Dutch to hold

authority over the western part, and the Dutch allowed the English to hold

authority over the eastern part. Both powers admitted the superior claims of

the Indians to the lands, and neither attempted to force them away, but in all

cases purchased their lands of them, at prices which seem to have been

perfectly satisfactory. On the west J end large tracts were purchased by the

governor, and by him 'sold to individuals or companies of settlers.




The first regular settlement of

the Dutch towns was made about the year 1636 or soon after.




Slaves were introduced by the

Dutch very soon after their first arrival.




The towns settled by the Dutch

are as follows, with the date of their settlement as near as can be learned:—Brooklyn,

at first called Breuck-landt, meaning broken land, settled in 1636; Flatlands,

originally called New Amesfort, after a place in Holland from which it is

probable the first settlers came, settled in 1636; Flushing, named by the Dutch

Vlissengen, after a place in Holland, first settled in 1645; Flatbush, first

named Midwont or Mid-wood, probably signifying middle of the woods, settled in

1651; New Utrecht in 1657; and Bushwick, meaning Woodtown, in 1660. The

following towns though in the Dutch territory and under the Dutch jurisdiction,

were settled by the English.




Hempstead in 1643, Gravesend in

1645, Oysterbay in 1653, Jamaica in 1655, and Newtown in 1656. The territory of

Oysterbay, though at first claimed by the Dutch, remained for many years in a

sort of neutral position, and finally camo under the dominion of Connecticut.

The other four towns were under the control of the government of New Amsterdam,

until the conquest of 1664. The original name of Newtown was Middleburgh; and

that of Jamaica, Rustdorpe.




The Dutch allowed English

immigrants to settle within their borders, on taking the oath of allegiance to

the States General and the West India Company.




The English settlers on Dutch

territory purchased their lands of the Indians, having first obtained license

from the governor to do so. These lands were generally purchased by companies

in large tracts, which were afterwards divided up among the individual

proprietors.




The inhabitants of the English

towns in the Dutch limits, were allowed to elect their own local officers and

magistrates, which elections however were subject to the approbation or

rejection of the governor. The common method seems to have been for the people

to elect double the number of candidates required, and from these the governor

made his choice of which should act. They had their town-meetings, and managed

their own affairs, as near after the model of the towns on the east end of the

Island as their circumstances would allow.




Unlike the English towns of

Suffolk County, where the voice of the people was the sovereign power, the

Dutch towns of the west end were, subjected to the whimsical domination of a

bigoted tyrant, who held the prerogatives of granting lands to settlers—of

making laws by which they were to be governed—appointing the officers to

enforce and execute those laws—hearing and deciding such cases of disagreement

as he chose to call from the hands of subordinate magistrates— ordering

churches to be built—installing ministers, and dictating where and when they should

preach—and in fact exercising unlimited authority over the people in all their

characters— corporate and individual—civil, military, social and

ecclesiastical. He employed the assistance of a council, but that body of

professed associates, were simply his tools, among which as elsewhere in the

province of New Netherlands, his own word was the highest law. The governor

appointed magistrates and constables in each of the Dutch towns, and delegated

to them power to act, subject to his discretion and pleasure. In some cases the

people were allowed the privilege of suggesting measures, which if approved by

the governor were carried into effect.




The Dutch government at New

Amsterdam was thus but little less than an absolute monarchy. This burden of

tyranny in addition to the perils of the wilderness, to which they were

exposed, and the otherwise unfavorable circumstances with which they were

surrounded, in a wild, new country, far removed from the advantages of

civilization, rendered the situation of the settlers under the Dutch

jurisdiction, peculiarly unpleasant and discouraging. Discontent arose, and the

pioneers sighed for the blessings of a more secure and liberal government.

September 19th, 1650, four commissioners, two from the Dutch government, and

two from the United Colonies of New England, met at Hartford, to settle if

possible the disputes which had risen between the Dutch and English, respecting

the boundary between the two powers on Long Island. They decided upon a line

which should commence at the "westernmost part of Oysterbay" on the

north side, and extend southward to the sea, as a proper division of the

territory. This line however was not wholly regarded, for the Dutch governor

still persisted in his claim of authority over the town of Oysterbay, which by

that treaty belonged to the English.




In the Dutch settlements, the

management of church affairs, like all other matters, was more or less subject

to the pleasure of the governor. In 1654 he ordered the erection of a house for

public worship at Flatbush. This was the first one erected under the Dutch rule

on Long Island. Its dimensions were thirty-five by sixty feet, and twelve or

fourteen feet high. In 1655 the governor directed the people of neighboring

towns to assist in getting out timber for the church. It was probably completed

some four or five years later, at a total cost of 4,637 guilders. A guilder was

equal to forty cents of our money. The necessary funds for the erection of this

church were raised by contributions from the people of Flatbush, and

neighboring towns who were united with them in church relations. Assistance in

the enterprise was also received from the settlements of Fort Orange (Albany),

and New Amsterdam. Governor Stuyvesant himself contributed 400 guilders.




The Dutch settlers, as would

appear most natural, brought with them the religious inclinations of the

Fatherland. The churches they established were under the care of the sissup of

Amsterdam, and so continued for more than a century, before an independent

union on the same model was organized in America.




The popular discontent which

seemed all the time to be on the increase, was at last ventilated by a meeting

of nineteen delegates, representing the people of New York, Brooklyn, Flushing,

Newtown, Hempstead, Flatlands, Flatbush, and Gravesend, who met at New

Amsterdam, December 11th, 1653.




They then drew up a remonstrance

against the arbitrary measures and action of the government, in which they set

forth their grievances, and prayed for a relief from the oppression I under

which they groaned. This remonstrance was respectfully submitted to the

governor and council, but they made no reply to it, beyond disputing the right

of some of the towns to be represented in the delegation, and protesting

against the meeting. Two days later the delegates presented a further

remonstrance, in which they intimated an intention of appealing to the highest

powers of the Netherlands, if they could not obtain redress for their troubles

here. At this suggestion Gov. Stuyvesant became so indignant, that he

peremptorily ordered the delegates to go home and never to assemble again on

such an errand.




Thus the situation was made worse

if possible than before.




No attempt appears to have been

made to carry out the hinted intention of appealing to the Dutch authorities at

home.




To fill the cup of

discouragements and hardships under which the settlers labored, their dominion

about this time was infested by "land pirates" and thieves, against

whose incursions the government offered but a very feeble protection.




These parties were supposed to be

wandering exiles, who had been banished from the colonies of New England for

some misdemeanor or other.




In some of the towns, the people

took the matter into their own hands, and organized military companies to protect

their villages against the approach of these marauding vagabonds.




George Baxter and James Hubbard

were the two delegates from Gravesend to the meeting of 1653, which presented

the offensive remonstrances, and it was to the former that Gov.




Stuyvesant ascribed the

authorship of those documents.




These two gentlemen were leading

spirits, and charter members of the town of Gravesend. Baxter had been employed

as private secretary to Gov. Kieft, and had also been appointed by Gov.

Stuyvesant as a commissioner to the treaty of 1650 which denned the bounds

between the English and Dutch jurisdiction on Long Island. In 1654 these men

having been elected by the people for the office of magistrate, were set aside

by the governor. It appears they had served before in the same capacity, and

this action of the governor in ejecting from office those whom the people had

tried and found faithful, gave rise to an ominous storm of indignation, which

the wooden-legged veteran found some difficulty in quieting. He succeeded however

by enlisting the influence of Lady Moody, a woman of prominent standing and

popular connections with the settlement. Her influence among the people

restored conciliation, and passive acceptance of the governor's decision.




Finding there was no encouragement

to hope for better things under the Dutch rule, the English settlers determined

if possible, to obtain a connection with the colony of Connecticut. In

February, 1663, the people of the English towns under the Dutch (whether in a

body or represented by delegates does not appear), held a meeting at Hempstead,

and there decided and agreed to dissolve their compulsory connection with the

Dutch government, and unite with the newly organized colony of Connecticut. A

new charter had been granted to that colony the year previous, which charter

included the former colony of New Haven, and also, according to the

construction placed upon its language by the General Court of

Connecticut—whether that construction was the one intended or not—embraced the

whole of Long Island. To this interpretation the eastern towns had gladly

assented, and availed themselves of its benefits, and their English neighbors

within the Dutch limits sought to do the same. It is evident that they, having

long been burdened with the yoke of Dutch tyranny, saw in the new charter of

Connecticut a glimmer of encouragement to strike for deliverance. The earnest

wishes of the people as expressed by this meeting having been set before the

General Assembly of Connecticut, March 10th, 1663, two commissioners, George

Wyllys and Mathew Allyn, were appointed to go over and organize the government

among the English towns on the west end of Long Island.




Whether these commissioners

fulfilled their mission or not does not appear. The histories are silent on the

subject of their further action in the matter. It is therefore probable, that

either from the neglect of the commissioners, or the opposition of the Dutch

governor, the project of annexation was abandoned.




Thus, no effort of the people to

rid themselves of the yoke of bondage was successful, and the loose-jointed and

unsatisfactory state of affairs seems to have continued till the conquest in

1664,




 


















 




CHAPTER II.




 




SETTLEMENT OF THE ENGLISH TOWNS

OF SUFFOLK COUNTY UP TO THE CONQUEST OF 1664.




In the year 1497 the English,

through their representative, Sebastian Cabot, claimed to have discovered North

America, from thirty to fifty-eight degrees north latitude. Voyages were made

to different parts of the coast, by English navigators, before the year 1606.




In 1620 King James I. of England,

granted a patent to the Plymouth Company for all the land lying between forty

and forty-eight degrees north latitude, extending through from "sea to

sea," or in other words from the Atlantic to the Pacific, though it is evident

that in those times the people of the Old World had but a very imperfect idea

of the distance through the "howling wilderness," or across the

continent.




These bounds of course included

Long Island. The territory thus granted was called New England, and the

privilege of "planting, ruling, and governing" it was given to the

Plymouth Company.




After granting the Plymouth

patent in 1621, the Massachusetts patent in 1628, and the Connecticut patent in

1631, the Plymouth council on the 22nd of April, 1635, granted a patent for the

whole of Long Island to William Alexander, Earl of Stirling. This was done in

compliance with the request or order of King Charles I.




In June of the same year the

company surrendered its patent to the crown.




April 26, 1636, the Earl of

Stirling appointed James Farrett as his agent, to dispose of real estate on

Long Island, and authorized him to act by a power of attorney to that effect.




In consideration of his services

Farrett was allowed to take up a certain amount of the land for his own

benefit, wherever upon the island he might choose. In exercising this right he

made choice of Shelter Island and Robbins Island.




Earl Stirling died in 1640, and

was succeeded by his son, who also died a few months afterwards. His heir

surrendered the grant of Long Island soon after, and it was embodied in the

King's patent to the Duke of York in 1664.




During several years that passed

between the time Stirling's patent was abandoned and the reception of the new

charter of Connecticut in 1662, the eastern part of Long Island was not claimed

by any power, consequently the settlers held the controlling power in their own

hands, and disposed their governmental affairs according to their own wishes.

During this interim they purchased lands of the Indians, without being obliged

to obtain patents for the same from any other source.




Purchases were however regulated

somewhat by the towns, and afterward subject to confirmation by the governors

who presided over the Colony under the Duke.




The first English individual

settlement within the bounds of Suffolk County, was made by Lyon Gardiner on

Gardiner's Island in 1639. He was probably the first English settler within the

territory now occupied by New York State.




The following towns were settled

by the English, and held undisputed control over their own affairs, until the

organization of the Duke's government in 1664. Southampton settled in 1640;

Southold settled the same year; Easthampton in 1648; Shelter Island in 1652;

Huntington in 1653; Brookhaven in 1655; and Smithtown in 1663. Oysterbay

settled in 1653, as is also stated in another chapter, was on territory claimed

by the Dutch, so the freedom of its local government was in a measure

restricted by the partial control which the latter were able to exercise over it.




The settlers were mostly

Englishmen, who had emigrated, and after remaining a short time in the colonies

of New England, came across to the Island in companies of eight to fifteen

families each, and planted themselves here in independent colonies. Their

numbers were speedily increased by other companies of immigrants joining them.




They were very zealous in their

devotion to religious matters, earnest in cherishing and extending the genial

influence of Christianity, and profound in their reverence for the Bible and

its teachings.




Like the patriarch Noah, whose

first act on emerging from the ark was to set up an altar and offer sacrifice

to God, who had preserved him from the flood which had swallowed up a wicked

world, so one of the first acts of the early settlers of Long Island, after

landing upon the soil of a new world, was to set up their altars and offer np

the sacrifice of thankful hearts to Him who had preserved them and brought them

safely hither. Before the echoes of the Indian war-whoop had died away, or the

camp-fires and hunting grounds and wigwams of the savages were supplanted by

the paraphernalia of civilization, the pure principles of the Christian

religion were established and cultivated here, on the wild shores of a new

land. From religious persecution at home our fore-fathers had fled to this new

country, to enjoy the exercise of their own liberal opinions.




The organization of churches, and

provision for gospel preaching, and attention to the spiritual interests of the

colonies, were to them matters of the first importance. The settlers of

Southampton, and Southold, were organized into churches before coming to the

island, and brought their ministers with them.




The churches and their affairs

seem to have been regarded as being under the fostering care and legitimate

charge of the people and officers of the town, in their organized capacity.




Each town was at first an

independent government, the people in their assemblages making their own laws,

and choosing their own executives, without any connection or allegiance

whatever, with any other civil power on the face of the earth. Each little

colony was a combination of civil, military, social, and religious government.

Forts were built and garrisoned; companies of militia kept organized for protection;

civil laws enacted and enforced; the social condition of the people guarded,

and vices which threatened its welfare punished and restrained; churches and

schools established, and ministers and teachers supported;—by one and the same

authority—the people in their character as an organized town.




The expense of sustaining these

various departments, including the salaries of ministers and teachers, was met

by a tax upon the people. Assessments were made upon each individual in

proportion to the amount of land he had taken up.




The towns kept a vigilant eye

upon the character of their inhabitants. Individuals who proposed to join the

settlements, were generally placed on probation for a term of from three to six

months, and if at the end of the term, their behavior and character Was

approved, they Were admitted to the privileges of freemen and allotted certain

proportions of land, with a share in the rights of other settlers. Committees

were appointed to investigate the character and reputation of those who proposed

to become fellow residents and freeholders. Whenever the character of such

candidates did not prove satisfactory to the townspeople or the committee, they

were directed to leave the jurisdiction, generally within a specified time. No

individual inhabitant was allowed to sell or lease real estate, to a stranger

not accepted by the town or investigating committee as a proper person to

become a member of the colony. By enforcing these restrictions, society was

kept measurably free from the presence of undesirable neighbors.




The judicial and executive

functions of each town were exercised by two or three magistrates, a clerk, and

a constable. ese officers were elected by the people at their annual town

meetings. In the town courts juries were drawn for the trial of a case, when

either party desired it. Seven men were required for a jury, and a majority of

them was competent to return a verdict. These town courts were not only

entrusted with judicial power, but legislative also, and frequently passed laws

and orders which were accepted and enforced, the same as those passed by the

people in their public congregations.




These public congregations of the

people of a town, were held annually, for the election of officers, enactment

of such laws and regulations as the times required, and the decision of

important cases of dispute between individuals, or the hearing of heavy

criminal cases which might be referred to them from the subordinate town court.

The people in this their sovereign capacity were called the general court of

the town. Whenever important matters required attention, a special session of

the general court was called.




The town at an early date adopted

precautionary measures to guard their society against the spreading evils of

intemperance. The unrestricted sale of intoxicating drinks was forbidden, and

the few who were authorized to deal in them at all, were held responsible for

their obedience to certain laws and regulations in the matter. The general

courts prescribed the maximum quantity which might be sold to a single

individual within a specified time, and a heavy line, or forfeiture of his

license, was the penalty imposed upon the vender who should disregard the rule.

Inn-keepers were not to allow anyone to become intoxicated, or to continue drinking,

after a certain hour of the night, under penalty of being expelled from the

position. Special regulations were prescribed for dealing out strong drinks to

Indians. In some cases it was prohibited altogether.




Sabbath-breaking and profanity

were crimes, for which most of the towns prescribed punishment.




Lying, slander, and drunkenness,

were provided for by rigid enactments.




The stocks and the whipping-post

were common instruments of punishment in those days.




There was no union or combination

of these towns into counties, or "ridings," until the conquest of

1664, when the whole of Long Island fell under the English government of New

York.




After managing their own affairs

in an independent manner for a few years, the English towns of Long Island that

were in possession of the power to do so, voluntarily placed themselves under

the protection of the New England colonies.




This was done by the different

towns at different times. Southampton, the first to take the step, sought the

protection of Connecticut in 1644. In 1657 Easthampton followed suit.

Brookhaven did the same in 1659, and Huntington followed in 1660. In 1648

Southold joined the colony of New Haven.




Shelter Island appears to have

been united in its government with Southold. These were all the independent

towns which had been settled previous to the year 1662.




It is not to be supposed that

these towns placed themselves under the New England colonies because their

efforts at self-government had not proved satisfactory. The alliances thus

formed, were desired for the better protection of these exposed towns, and did

not subject them to the control or taxation of the New England colonies. The

territory occupied by these towns, not having been claimed by any of the

colonies, and as it appears to have been abandoned by the holder of Earl

Stirling's patent, was in a poor condition for defense against invasion by

hostile Indians or the Dutch.




In 1662 the colony of New Haven

was united to that of Connecticut, and a new and more liberal charter granted

to the united colony by King Charles EL On the strength of a clause in this new

charter, including the "islands adjacent,"




Connecticut now claimed Long

Island. This claim was seconded by the towns of Suffolk County. Seeing the

provisions in the new charter, which allowed the people a voice in legislation

as well as the election of their own officers, these towns were desirous to

become a part of the Connecticut colony, and as such they were in a measure

constituted. Each town was represented by deputies in the Colonial Assembly,

and was required to contribute its proportionate amount of funds, from which to

pay the general expenses of the government.




In 1662 the people of Oysterbay,

who had previously maintained a sort of neutral position between the Dutch and

English, expressed their preference for the authority of the latter, and

voluntarily placed themselves under the jurisdiction of the government of

Connecticut.




In the early part of 1664, the

General Court proposed to perfect the new arrangements, by organizing and

establishing courts of justice in the towns on the island. On this mission they

sent the governor and two others, who called a meeting at Setauket in June.




It is needless to inquire into

the arrangements which that commission may have made, for whatever they were,

they were rendered inoperative by the opening of a new epoch in the history of

the island. That epoch was the conquest of 1664, a revolution which left Long

Island in the hands of a new power.


















 




CHAPTER III.




 




LONG ISLAND UNDER THE COLONIAL GOVERNMENT—FROM

THE CONQUEST OF 1664 TO THE REVOLUTION.




 




The year 1664 was the

commencement of a new era, which burst upon the oppressed English towns on the

western part of Long Island, like the light of better days to come. It brought

a revolution of affairs, which revived the drooping spirits of a people, whose

hopes were well-nigh crushed out beneath the tyrant's foot. We can imagine the

light of gladness, and the glow of rising hope, that flashed across the worn

faces of those pioneers, when they received the welcome tidings, that the

scepter of New Netherlands had been surrendered to the Duke of York. Something

like, it must have been, to that which sparkled in the eye of Israel's captive

children, when Moses called them to go out from beneath the rod of their

Egyptian task-masters. How free they breathed the pure air of heaven, as though

a great burden, long carried, had rested from their shoulders. How the mist

that had fogged their ideal picture of a good government vanished, and faith

saw the beautiful details of peace, liberty and prosperity intensified, and

brought nearer. The prospect was indeed "fair to look upon," and it

inspired fresh hope and new energy in the desponding hearts of the inhabitants.




The English towns under the Dutch

had held a mass-meeting at Jamaica, in November of the year previous, to devise

if possible some means of relief, but that meeting seems to have been about as

fruitful of good results as former demonstrations had been, and no more so.

Both the Dutch and English settlers were alike prepared to welcome any

revolution which might promise to liberate them from the unjust and offensive

rule of that government, whose insults they endured because they could not

avoid.




On the 12th of March, 1664,

Charles II. of England, by virtue of his claim to this part of the American

Continent, as before stated, made a grant of land to his brother James, Duke of

York, including within its liberal boundaries, the territory then occupied by

the Dutch at New Amsterdam, with the whole of Long Island.




The Duke immediately fitted out

an expedition, to take possession of the field covered by this patent. Richard

Nicolls was commissioned Deputy Governor of this Colony, and Robert Carr,

George Cartwright, and Samuel Maverick, were appointed to associate with him in

governing the colony.




Under their command, four ships

were sent, carrying nearly one hundred and fifty guns, and some six hundred

men. The fleet arrived in New York Bay in August of the same year, and Col.

Nicolls sent word to Gov. Stuyvesant, demanding a surrender of the premises and

fortifications held by him.




Gov. Stuyvesant at first stoutly

refused to comply with the demand, but after a few days spent in consultation

with the burgomasters and people of the city, and finding the latter strongly

in favor of such a course, he was forced to yield to the popular sentiment, and

with much reluctance agreed to a surrender.




While the authorities on

Manhattan Island were holding controversy over the subject of surrender, Col.

Nicolls and the Commissioners landed at Gravesend, and held a consultation with

the people of the island, and Gov. Winthrop of Connecticut. To the members of

this meeting he exhibited the Duke's patent, also his own commission, and those

of his associates. At the same time, officers were sent to the English towns,

to recruit volunteers for service in an attack upon New Amsterdam, should the

obstinacy of the governor render such a measure necessary.




About this time, at least before

the surrender was made, Col. Nicolls and his associate commissioners issued a

proclamation, dated August 20th, directed to the people under their prospective

jurisdiction, in which they promise to those who shall submit to "His

Majesty's" government as good subjects, the peaceable enjoyment of

"whatever God's blessing and their honest industry have furnished them

with, and all other privileges with his Majesty's English subjects." By

this means the people were led to suppose that a government was to-be

established, in which they would be allowed to participate through their chosen

representatives, and they hailed with gladness the installation of the new

regime.




On the 26th of August, old style

Gov. Stuyvesant agreed to surrender, and the governmental reins of the colony

passed into English hands. He retired upon a farm in the neighborhood, which he

continued to occupy until the time of his death, several years afterward.




It was with much unwillingness

that the formerly independent English towns on the eastern part of Long Island,

consented to the transfer of their political connection and patronage, from

Connecticut, to the Duke's government Connecticut also at first insisted upon

her claim to them.




Gov. Winthrop, however,

endeavored by his influence and authority to reconcile both parties to the

change.




Colonel, now Governor -Nicolls,

and his associates, called together a few representatives from Connecticut and

Long Island, on the 30th of November, 1664, and after listening to their

reasons why the eastern towns of Long Island should not be separated from the

allegiance of their choice, decided that Long Island Sound should be the

boundary between that colony and the colony or province of New York. To this

decision the colonial deputies, having really no alternative, assented, and

Long Island, for the first time united in its government, came wholly beneath

the rod of English royalty.




In February, 1665, in order to

establish the government uniformly in the towns, Gov. Nicolls issued a

proclamation, directing the people of each town on the island to send two

deputies to a meeting to be held at Hempstead on the first of March ensuing.

When the deputies assembled, they were so much pleased by the prospects of

better things than they had before enjoyed, that they drew up and signed a

memorial of gratitude and loyalty, addressed to "His Royal Highness the

Duke of York." In this address the signers express their humble

acknowledgement of the honor bestowed upon them, in being made the subjects of

His Majesty's government, and pledge themselves and their constituents to the

respect and obedience of all such laws and statutes as shall be made by virtue

of his Majesty's authority; naming this address as a memorial and record, to

witness against them, should they ever fail in the discharge of their duties as

loyal subjects; and praying for His Majesty's speedy consideration of their

"poverties and necessities in this wilderness country," and

soliciting further, his protection, favor, and encouragement, in their efforts

for the improvement of His Majesty's western dominions. The deputies whose

signatures are appended to this document, represent the towns of New Utrecht,

Gravesend, Flatlands, Flatbush, Bushwick, Brooklyn, Newtown, Flushing, Jamaica,

Hempstead, Oysterbay, Huntington, Brookhaven, 'Southold, Southampton, Easthampton,

and Westchester. It is perhaps unnecessary to say that the latter town was not

on Long Island.




This expression of the deputies

appeared all very well at the time, but developments which immediately

followed, proved it to have been premature. Not long were they permitted to

enjoy the " dear delusion," under whose flattering influence they

were prompted to make this demonstration of submission and reverence. The fact

soon became apparent, that the people were not to have a voice in the legislation

of the colony, nor the privilege of electing their own magistrates.




When these facts became known to

the people, they censured their deputies for signing the address to His Royal

Highness, with such severity, that the court of assize in October, 1666, deemed

it necessary to pass a resolution to the effect that whoever should use

vindictive language against any of the said deputies should be arrested, and

held to answer for slander before the court of assize.




At the Hempstead convention the

boundaries of the towns were settled more definitely, and differences adjusted

in real estate matters between individuals. The Governor furnished the deputies

with duplicate copies of a code of laws which had been compiled at his

dictation, and by which the colony was to be governed. These laws were similar

in general to, and had probably been taken from those of other English

colonies.




They were called the Duke's laws,

and contained many of those regulations for the suppression of

sabbath-breaking, drunkenness, profanity, and slander, which were so common

among the enactments of the English towns of Suffolk county before the

conquest.




The towns of Long Island were now

for the first time organized into combinations. They constituted, in connection

with Staten Island and Westchester, a political division of the government,

called Yorkshire. This was again subdivided into three parts called

"ridings." The East riding comprised the territory now occupied by

Suffolk county. Hempstead, Flushing, Jamaica, and Oysterbay, were included in

the North riding; and the towns at present belonging in Kings county, with

Newtown, were set off in the West riding.




The ridings were established

principally for the accommodation of courts, and the convenience of

apportioning taxes.




Each town had a justice of the

peace, appointed by the governor; and at first eight, afterwards four

overseers, and a constable, elected by the people, and charged with the duty of

assessing taxes, holding town courts, and regulating such matters of minor

importance in the government of the town, as should not be provided for by the

laws or orders of the governor. The jurisdiction of the town court was limited

to cases not exceeding £5.




A court of sessions, composed of

the justices of the peace, was established in each riding. This court was held

twice a year, and was competent to decide all criminal cases, and all civil

ones where the sum of difference exceeded £5. Judgments rendered in this court,

for sums under £20 were final; but in eases exceeding that amount, an appeal to

the court of assize was allowed. Criminal cases involving capital punishment,

required the unanimous concurrence of twelve jurors; but all other cases were

decided by the majority of seven jurors. The high sheriff, members of the

council, and the secretary of the colony, were authorized to sit with the

justices in this court. The court of assize was held once a year, in the city

of New York. It was composed of the governor, council, and an indefinite number

of the justices. It entertained appeals from the inferior courts, and had

original jurisdiction in cases where the demand exceeded £20. The governor

appointed a high sheriff for the shire, and a deputy sheriff for each riding.




All the towns were now required

to take out patents for their lands.




The court of assize was the

nominal head of the government—legislative and judicial. It was in reality

however, nothing more than the governor's cloak, under cover of which he issued

whatever regulations his judgment or fancy dictated.




All its members held their positions

during his pleasure, and were no doubt virtually obliged to sanction his views,

and second his opinions.




If therefore the English

governors directly after the con quest, were less despotic in their rule than

the Dutch had been before them, their leniency was owing more to disposition

than the limitation of their power.




The political situation under the

new regime was but little better than before. Many of the laws, amendments, and

orders enacted by the governor through the name of the court of assize, were

arbitrary, obnoxious, and oppressive to the people. October 9, 1669, several

towns on the west end of the island petitioned the governor for redress of

their grievances, but without producing the desired effect.




The early governors imposed

duties on imported and exported goods, disposed of the public lands, and levied

taxes on the people, for the support of the government. The financial

department of the colony, like everything else pertaining to its government was

under their control, and this power over the treasury was, no doubt, in many

cases used to enrich their own pockets.




October 8, 1670, a special levy

was made upon the towns of Long Island, to raise funds to repair the fort at

New York.




In reply to this demand,

Southold, Southampton, and Easthampton, in a joint meeting by delegates,

expressed their willingness to submit to the tax, if they could be allowed the

right of representation in the legislature, to which the latter town by the

voice of her people added, "but not otherwise."




The towns of Huntington, Mushing,

Hempstead, and Jamaica, in their town-meetings, refused to submit to the order,

on the same grounds—because they were denied the rights of Englishmen, to a

voice in the law-making of that government which they were thus called upon to

support. Whether this tax was ever collected in these towns or not we do not

know, but in their refusal to submit to the order, we see the first fruits of

that spirit of desperate resistance against "taxation without

representation," which, a little more than a hundred years later,

culminated in the war for independence.




This tax was ordered during the

administration of Francis Lovelace, who succeeded Richard Nicolls in 1667. It

was in keeping with his views on the subject of holding the people in submission,

as expressed by himself in a letter to a friend, by imposing "such taxes

on them as may not give them liberty to entertain any other thoughts but how to

discharge them."




The administration of Governor

Lovelace was brought to an unexpected end, by the surrender of the colony to

its former masters, the Dutch. While England was engaged in war with Holland,

the latter sent out two small squadrons, to destroy the commerce of the former

with the West Indies.




These Dutch squadrons, after

achieving a very brilliant success in the line of their original undertaking,

capturing a hundred and twenty sail of French and English merchantmen, turned

their attention to the re-capture of the former Dutch possessions in America.

Arriving at Sandy Hook on 




the 30th of July, 1673, they

demanded the surrender of the fort and colony, which demand was yielded to

without a word of opposition, or the firing of a single gun. The commandant of

the fort, Captain Manning, was afterward tried for treachery and cowardice, and

sentenced to have his sword broken over his head.




Anthony Colve was immediately

appointed governor of the colony, and at once commenced the work of obtaining

the submission of the people to his authority, and re-organizing the government

according to his own notions. This was a comparatively easy matter in the towns

which had been under the Dutch before, but with the towns of the East riding it

was quite different. After modifying the conditions, however, so that none but

the magistrates were required to take the oath of allegiance, and the promise

of like privileges in the choice of their officers, and so forth, as had been

enjoyed by the English towns under the Dutch, Huntington and Brookhaven

submitted, but Southold, Southampton, and Easthampton, rejected all attempts at

compromise. They sent deputies to Connecticut, to solicit protection from that

colony against the advances of the Dutch. Their request was granted, and the

three towns were organized into a county, 'under the jurisdiction of

Connecticut. October 30, the Dutch governor sent three commissioners to these

towns, to induce them to submit. They sailed down the Sound, and visited

Shelter Island and Southold, where they found the people assembled and armed

for resistance. Nothing could be done to induce submission, and the

commissioners returned from a fruitless errand. The Dutch were so enraged at

the obstinacy of these towns, that they threatened to reduce them by fire and

the sword. In execution of this plan, an armed force was sent down the Sound to

the east end. Meanwhile Connecticut sent a reinforcement of troops to the

assistance of the refractory English towns. The Dutch forces made several

attempts to gain a foot-hold but were rebutted in every attack, and finally

were driven from the island.




November 26th, 1673, Connecticut,

in conjunction with the other New England colonies, declared war against the

Dutch, and commenced preparations accordingly. Before these preparations were

completed however, or any attack had been made, the news arrived that peace had

been declared between the mother countries, on the 9th of February, 1674, which

news was of course a signal for a stay of proceedings.




By the conditions of that treaty

of peace, all conquests made during the war were to be restored to their former

owners, so it was clear that Long Island would be restored to the English

authority. Notwithstanding this, it would seem that the Dutch governor

cherished some hopes of retaining his authority here. He seems at any rate to

have determined on holding it as long as possible, and as late as March 27,

1674, made preparations for defense against the expected attacks of

Connecticut. It is possible that at that time he had not learned the conditions

of the treaty of peace.




The three eastern towns which had

effectually resisted the attempts to subjugate them, now dreaded the return of

the Duke's arbitrary government, and determined if possible, to retain their

connection with Connecticut. Accordingly they sent a committee to solicit a

firmer establishment of their alliance, and May 14th, the general court of that

colony, after considering the application, decided to grant the request as far

as it was in their power to do, and appointed commissioners to go over and

settle the government of the county on a more permanent basis. In June these

towns appointed a committee to petition the King, to allow them to remain under

the authority of Connecticut. The petition, if ever made, seems not to have

been granted.




June 29th, 1674, the Duke of York

obtained from the King a new patent for the province of New York, and soon

after, appointed Edmund Andros governor of the colony.




The new governor arrived in

America, and received the surrender of New York on the 31st of October, the

same year.




He at once set about reinstating

the Duke's government.




The three eastern towns of Long

Island declared themselves under the government of Connecticut, and expressed

their intention "so to continue." They presented to the governor a

memorial to this effect. This was signed by their deputies, John Mulford of

Easthampton, John Howell of Southampton, and John Youngs of Southold. November

16th, the governor ordered these deputies to appear before the council, to

answer for their action. The same date, a messenger was sent to these towns, to

require them to re-instate the former constables and overseers, under penalty

of being declared rebels.




Their endeavors to cling to their

favorite government of Connecticut were unavailing, and they were obliged to

submit with the other towns of the island, to the Duke's government.




This was simply a repetition of

the former despotism. In April, 1682, it appears a meeting of delegates from

some, or all of the towns, had been held for the purpose of devising some means

of relief from present grievances. Five of the inhabitants of Huntington, who

attended this meeting, were arrested at the governor's order, and imprisoned

without charge or trial. The authoritative disposition, and almost unlimited

power of the governor, was exhibited by several other similar instances.




It is probable that at this

period the general discontent had become so manifest, and the clamor for

representation so strong, that the governor was impelled, either by

compassionate regard for the popular feeling, or more likely through fear of a

general uprising, to give heed to the demand of the people. The subject seems

to have been referred to the Duke, and by him favorably considered. Col. Thomas

Dongan having received the appointment of governor, took the position on the

27th of August, 1683, with instructions from the Duke, to call a general

assembly of the people's representatives. The first assembly of the colony of

New York, in accordance with these instructions, was convened at the city of

New York, on the 17th of October, 1683. This assembly "adopted a bill of

rights, repealed some of the most obnoxious of the Duke's laws, altered and

amended others, and passed such new laws as they judged the circumstances of

the colony required."




At this session an act was passed

abolishing the "ridings," and organizing in their stead the counties

of Kings, Queens, and Suffolk, with some alterations in the constitution of the

courts.




In October, 1684, the same

assembly met again. Among the acts passed at this session was one by which the

court of assize was abolished.




The election of a new assembly

took place in September, 1685. In October following, this assembly was

organized.




Only two or three unimportant

acts of this assembly remain on record, and it is probable that whatever other

acts it may have passed, if any, they were never enforced.




Charles II, King of England, died

February 6th, 1685; and the throne was taken by his brother, the Duke of York,

under the title, James H. After assuming this position, the latter abolished

the colonial assembly of New York, and re-established the governor as its

supreme head, subject only to such instructions as the King himself might from

time to time dictate. It is possible that this decree went into effect while

the assembly was in session. This was the end of the people's voice in

legislation, under the Duke's government.




By the accession of the Duke of

York to the throne, all the colonies of New England came under his power. He

appointed Sir Edmund Andros governor over the whole, New York included. July

28, 1688, Gov. Dongan received orders from the King to deliver the seal of the

province to his superior.




Gov. Andros had authority to

appoint a deputy or lieutenant governor in each colony. He appointed Francis

Nicholson over New York, and went himself to Boston.




In April, 1689, the news reached

the colonies of America, that James II had been driven from the throne, by the

English revolution, and that William and Mary succeeded him. On hearing this

the people of Massachusetts, who had suffered under the tyranny of the royal

governor Andros, rose up, seized him, imprisoned him, and sent him to England.




Encouraged by this demonstration,

a company of the inhabitants of New York, led on by one Jacob Leisler, a man

whose ambition for authority exceeded his principles of justice and honor,

seized the fort at New York, and drove the lieu tenant governor away. This was

done about the first of June.




Leisler professed that his object

was to hold the government from being seized by the enemies of the revolution,

until the authorized representatives of William and Mary should be sent to take

command. By persuading the people that there was real danger of such an event,

he succeeded in obtaining their assistance. As Nicholson himself is said to have

been in sympathy with the revolution, the action of Leisler was uncalled for,

and not warranted by the reason which he asserted, but as his subsequent record

clearly shows, his movements were dictated more by personally selfish

considerations than by the patriotic motives which he pretended.




After his expulsion Nicholson

returned to England.




Leisler and his votaries in

trying to get command of the helm of government found at first strong

opposition to their authority, in some of the towns of Long Island. The eastern

towns whose attachment to Connecticut had not died out, made another attempt to

unite themselves with that colony.




In this attempt they were

unsuccessful. June 26th, a committee of safety was organized, which was

composed of two deputies from each county in the province. This committee left

the management of affairs with Leisler, subject however to their advice and

approval.




In December, letters from England

were received instructing whoever might be in temporary authority over the

colony of New York, to take command as lieutenant governor, and to appoint as

many officers as he saw fit, to assist him in the administration of the

government. These instructions Leisler interpreted as being addressed to

himself, and accordingly assumed the position of commander-in-chief, and

demanded submission to his own authority. A few of the counties submitted, and

others did not. He however managed to sustain his position. Huntington

expressed a willingness to accept Leisler's authority, but the other towns of Suffolk

County appear to have absolutely refused any connection with the usurper or his

government. In the spring of 1690 he called for a general assembly. Suffolk

County refused to send any delegates. One delegate elected for Queens County

refused to act. Strong opposition to his authority was manifested in that

county. He appears to have made two or three attempts to reduce the people

there to submission, by force, but with what success we do not know.




Leisler's administration was

attended with acts of despotism that would be wearisome to recount. The colony

continued in A discordant and unsettled condition throughout his reign.




On the 19th of March, 1691, Henry

Slaughter, having been appointed governor of the colony, arrived, and demanded

possession of the fort and reins of government. Leisler refused to give up the

post, but was compelled to do so, and was afterwards tried and executed for

high treason.




Thus, for more than half a

century after the first settlement of the island, the public mind was kept in

almost constant agitation and discontent. The frequent changes of rulers and

consequent revolution of political affairs; the constant dread and fear of

hostilities from the Indians; the insecurity experienced from the imperfect

legal machinery of those times; the oppressive acts of the governors, and their

utter disregard for the people's rights; all conspired to make the situation of

our forefathers extremely unpleasant and discouraging. Under such distressing

circumstances as they were obliged to contend with, it would not appear

strange, if the progress of civilization was slow; but strange indeed it does

appear that it progressed at all—strange that society did not degenerate into

absolute barbarism, or the people abandon the naked island to the savages and

the tyrants. We cannot but wonder that in the face of these facts which history

hands down, settlers should continue to migrate hither.




From this time forward, until the

disruption of the colonial government in May, 1775, the throne of Great Britain

held undisputed control, through its governors, over the colony of New York, of

which Long Island was a part.




The government as then

constituted and afterward maintained, was composed of the governor and council,

appointed by the throne, and the assembly, whose members were elected by the

freeholders of each county. The council at first numbered seven members, but

was afterwards increased to twelve. The governor was the chief executive. The

legislative power lay in the governor, council and assembly. All laws were

further subject to the revision of the King, to whom they must be sent within

three months from their date.




Governor Slaughter appears to

have shown more regard for the rights and wishes of the people than his

predecessors had, or many of his successors did. He succeeded, as far as the

nature of the government would allow, in quieting the commotions that had

disturbed the peace of the people, and in restoring harmony and friendly

relations in the colony.




Among his first acts was the

confirmation under the seal of the province, of all grants, charters or patents

which had previously been issued. We may say that with his administration a new

era commenced. The colonial government was established on a more permanent and

satisfactory plan than it had before been, though in its improved condition it

was still very far from what the people would have wished. As then established

it continued in general features with but few alterations up to the eve of the

American revolution. The gubernatorial reins passed in frequent succession from

one to another, at the pleasure of the British crown.




Though the introduction of the

general assembly was an important check upon the unlimited abuse of power by

the governor, he yet retained considerable authority, which he used for his own

pecuniary benefit. The disposal of all such lands as had not been taken up by

individuals or companies, rested in him. The profits arising from the exercise

of this prerogative, in the way of fees and quit-rents on the patents and

grants issued by him, afforded a very handsome revenue.




The following items of history

illustrate somewhat the character and disposition of the governors and their

acts, as well as the condition of society, and the progress of improvements and

civilized ideas, during the period which elapsed between this time and the

suspension of the colonial governments.




During the reign of Gov.

Fletcher, which commenced in 1692, a farmers fair or market, held every week

for the sale or exchange of cattle, produce, or anything in the line, was

established at Jamaica. It was probably conducted on a plan similar to the

custom in England.




April 10th, 1693, a statute was

passed giving to Long Island the name "Island of Nassau," which

though never repealed seems to have been but little regarded. Custom, more

powerful than legislation, established in preference the homely but appropriate

title by which the island has been known ever since it fell into the hands of

white men.




It was also during the

administration of Gov. Fletcher that an act was passed providing for the

support of the ministry by a tax on the people. The benefits of the act are

supposed to have been intended, by the assembly at least, to apply to all

denominations of Christians. This understanding of the matter by that body was

expressed by a resolution to the same effect, passed in 1695; but it is said

the governor refused to accept their version of it, and contrary to the wishes

of the assembly and the people, appropriated the patronage of the act to the

exclusive benefit of the Episcopal party. All the way through, the patronage

and favor of the colonial governors were given to this denomination, to the

discomfort and actual oppression of others.




During the administration of Lord

Cornbury, which commenced in the year 1702, he and his council were obliged to

flee from the city of New York, to avoid a very fatal epidemic (supposed to

have been yellow fever) which was raging there.




They sought refuge from the

pestilence in the quiet suburban retreat of Jamaica. Here the parsonage, the

best house in the town, then occupied by a Presbyterian minister, was

generously given up to him for a residence. When the governor returned to the

city, instead of restoring it to its former occupant, he left it in the hands

of the Episcopal party, as he also did the elegant stone church which the town

had but a few years before completed, and which he, the bigoted governor, had

unjustly seized during his stay at Jamaica. He furthermore, as is supposed,

instructed the sheriff to seize certain lands, which had been set apart by the

town for the benefit of its ministry, and to lease out the same, appropriating

the profits to the support of the Episcopal ministry. It was not until some

twenty-five years afterwards, that the property thus arbitrarily seized, was

restored to its rightful owners.




On another occasion this same

governor, who is spoken of by Thompson as the "miserable tool of

royalty," caused the arrest and imprisonment of two Presbyterian

ministers, for no other crime than preaching the gospel without obtaining

liberty from him so to do.




November 2nd, 1717, an act was

passed by the colonial government, offering a reward of nine shillings for each

wild cat, and five shillings for each fox killed on Long Island.




In 1721, a very curious bill was presented

to the assembly, entitled "an act against denying the divinity of our

Savior Jesus Christ; the doctrine of the blessed Trinity; the truth of the Holy

Scriptures; and spreading atheistical books." The assembly, whose members

evidently did not believe in trying to control private opinion on religious

subjects by legislation, refused to give the bill their sanction.




In June, 1726, an act was passed,

prohibiting the setting on fire, and burning of dead grass upon Hempstead

plains.




Before that, it seems the habit

of firing the plains had been frequently indulged in, by lawless individuals,

much to the annoyance and hazard of the neighboring inhabitants. This act named

twenty-two persons who were appointed by it to assist in extinguishing such

fires.




It was during the administration

of Gov. Cosby, in October, 1732, that an act was passed regulating the New York

and Brooklyn ferry, and establishing the rates of passage for people and

various animals, carts, wagons, &c.




In the year 1741 the famous

"Negro Plot" was partially carried into effect in the city of New

York. Its supposed object was the entire destruction of the city by fire. A

reign of terror and excitement, comparatively equal to the draft riots of 1863,

or the burning of Chicago in 1871, was the consequence. The city at that time

contained about ten thousand white inhabitants, and two thousand negro slaves.

"During this dreadful consternation," Thompson says, "more than

one hundred and fifty negroes were imprisoned, of whom fourteen were burned at

the stake, eighteen were hanged, seventy-one transported, and the remainder

pardoned, or discharged for want of proof."




Some of the New York governors

appear to have made a pretty good use of their opportunities for manipulating

the bag-strings of the colony. Here are two instances. George Clarke, who had

held the position a little less than eight years, retired in 1743, with the

snug little sum of a hundred thousand pounds sterling. Whether he belonged to

the "Tammany Ring" of that day, or not we don't know, but these

figures look decidedly as though there had been some nice financial engineering

somewhere in his policy. His immediate successor, George Clinton, drank too

much wine and didn't manage to save quite as much money. He filled the chair

about ten years, and retired in 1753, with about eighty thousand pounds

sterling, as the reward of his industry.




Sir Danvers Osborne was appointed

to the governorship in 1753. This gentleman brought with him a good reputation—

a rare virtue in the colony governors; and he evidently considered its

unspotted preservation a more important object than making money. Five days

after his arrival he hung himself.




Sir Charles Hardy was appointed

governor in 1755. Hardy was a fighting man, and didn't care to trouble his

brain a great deal with the government of the colony. He left its

administration in the hands of his deputy, James DeLancey, while he himself

held a commission in the British navy. This was during the war between the

English and the French, in America, which commenced in 1755.




This was ended and the treaty of

peace signed February 10th, 1763, by which all the French possessions east of

the Mississippi were ceded to Great Britain.




Immediately after the close of

the war, Great Britain began to be jealous of the increasing strength of her

colonies in America, and in order to make her power over them more secure,

decided to maintain a standing army among them, and to raise a revenue here, to

help pay the national debt incurred in carrying on the war against the French,

determined to impose an indirect tax on the people.




Soon after the appointment of Sir

Henry Moore as governor, in 1765, the colony began to be disturbed by those

violent commotions of the public spirit which immediately preceded the

revolution, and resulted in wrenching the colony from the grasp of English

royalty. The odious stamp act, which required all written instruments, as well

as printed newspapers and pamphlets, to be executed upon stamped paper, on

which a duty was to be paid to the crown, was passed that year. This met with

such determined opposition, that it was repealed the following year.




In 1765, the assembly of

Massachusetts passed a resolution, calling for a convention of the colonies for

the defense of their rights. Nine colonies responded to the call, by sending

delegates to the first convention, which met at New York in October. That

congress.as it was called, passed a declaration of rights, in which they deny

the right of Great Britain to tax the colonies, without allowing them to be

represented in parliament.




In 1767, Great Britain imposed a

tax on paper, glass, painter's colors, and tea. This again aroused a tornado of

excitement and opposition throughout the colonies. In 1770 the duties were

removed from all but the tea. The duty remaining on that article was but three

pence a pound, but the determined colonists would not submit to the principle

of taxation without representation, be the amount ever so small.




September 4th, 1774, another

continental congress was held at Philadelphia, and still another on the 10th of

May, 1775.




The last colonial assembly of New

York adjourned on the 3rd of April, 1775. On the 22nd of May following, the

provincial congress of New York was convened. This congress recommended the

people to appoint county and town committees for the management of the

government, which was done.




William Tryon the last of the

colonial governors of New York abandoned the position and left the city on the

13th of October, 1775, the date which is considered as the close of royal

authority here. It is evident that the authority of the governor had for

several months previous been somewhat curtailed, if not disregarded altogether,

by the organization of the town and county committees, and the provincial

congress.




These representatives of the

people administered the government, until the organization of the State

government in 1777.




Confusion and excitement at this

period was rampant throughout the American colonies. The pent-up feelings of a

nation, which, though held in subjection by the hand of English royalty for

more than a century, had all the while been gathering strength for the

approaching conflict, now burst forth with all the determined energy of

desperation.




The voice of the people sounded

through the colonies, in open rebellion against the power that would hold them

in subjection, and gradually their uprising had broken asunder, one after

another, the bands which English tyranny had thrown around them. Indignation

meetings had been held in every city and village, and the dark and angry clouds

of popular passion, which boded war, had been gathering thick and fast, until

high above the political horizon loomed their ominous thunder-heads. The long

brooding tempest was fast approaching, and the patriots of America with boiling

enthusiasm, and a determination that would prefer death to the conditions of

peace, bade it hasten on and finish its work, however distressing to them its

consequences might be. One after another the revenue officers, stationed by the

English crown in various parts of the colonies, had been compelled to resign

their positions and flee for life before the tidal wave of public Indignation.

New England soil had been invaded by the armies of the oppressor; immortal

Bunker Hill had received its baptism of blood and fire; an army of seventeen

thousand patriots had been organized, with Washington at its head; New Year's

day of '76 had been celebrated by raising the national flag for the first time

over that army; Howe with his eleven thousand British soldiers had been driven

from Boston; North Carolina and Massachusetts in the front ranks of the

movement had clasped hands in the great struggle of liberty against the

invasions of royal power; and finally, the grand climax of the national

commotion had been reached, by the passage of that bold assertion of the

people's rights, and daring expression of the people's sentiments, embodied in

the Declaration of Independence, by which the colonies of North America were

claimed to be "free and independent States."




This most important and decisive

event, as every school-boy knows, took place at Philadelphia, on the 4th of

July, 1770.




As

the news of it spread through the country, the people were wild with patriotic

excitement, and lavish in their enthusiastic demonstrations of approval.




After the memorable event of that

day, the first engagement of arms was upon Long Island. The British having

evacuated Boston, Washington naturally supposed that the next point of attack

would be New York, and made preparations to defend it. To resist an approach by

the way of Long Island, a line of works was extended from Wallabout Bay to

Gowanus Cove, with the strongest fortifications upon Brooklyn Heights. The

British forces having arrived in New York Bay some time before, landed near New

Utrecht on the 22nd of August, about 10,000 strong. On the morning of the 27th

they came upon the American out-posts, in the neighborhood of the present site

of Greenwood Cemetery, and after a severe struggle of several hours duration,

drove them within the lines. On the night of the 29th the American army

abandoned the works at Brooklyn, and under cover of a dense fog and the

impenetrable darkness of the night, passed across the East River to New York.

The American loss in killed, wounded and prisoners, is estimated at about

3,000. Among the prisoners were Generals Sullivan and Stirling. General

Woodhull, of the militia of Queens and Suffolk, engaged in driving the cattle

which were pasturing upon the plains, beyond the reach of the British, was

captured near Jamaica on the 28th. At the time of his surrender, he was

inhumanly set upon by the party who took him, receiving severe wounds on the

arm and head. His wounds, being allowed to remain without care for several

days, proved fatal.




The island was now in the full

possession of the British troops. They wandered up and down upon it, stationing

themselves in detachments here and there, as the fields for plunder invited

them, committing whatever acts of violence and outrage upon the property or

persons of the unprotected people which their unrestrained propensities

dictated. Civil government on the island was completely dissolved. Officers of

the militia, members of the town and county committees, and many others who had

taken an active part in the strike for liberty, fled from the island, or were

seized and confined in loathsome prisons, where in many cases their sufferings

were only relieved by death. The property of such prominent "rebels,"

was often wantonly destroyed by the lawless soldiery.




The people generally were

compelled to take the oath of allegiance to the King. Presbyterian churches and

burying grounds, were made special subjects of desecration and wanton outrage.

Fences were demolished, buildings torn down, timber felled and carried off,

grain and growing crops seized or destroyed, cattle and other property taken

from their owners, money and labor extorted from the inhabitants,

dwelling-houses pillaged, or appropriated to the use of officers or troops,

churches turned into horse-stables, grave yards leveled down,—in fact it would

seem as though all the devilish inclinations that could find a place in the

heart of a soldier, hardened by scenes of war and cruelty, were indulged

without restraint or scruple, by the petty officers and soldiers of the British

army who were stationed on Long Island during those long, dismal years of the

revolution.




When the state government was

organized, in 1777, provision was made for representation in Senate and

assembly, of those parts of the state in possession of the British, by persons

who had removed from thence to other sections not so encumbered. In this way

Long Island was represented in the legislature, until the withdrawal of the

British troops, in the early part of 1783, left the people once more free to

act according to their pleasure in the re-organization of civil government.




But after all the oppression and

outrage with which Long Island had been burdened; even after the last yoke of

English power had been removed, the people were not allowed to enjoy the brightening

sunshine of peace and liberty, until another act of flaming injustice, imposed,

not by the hand of a foreign enemy, but by their own friends, with whom they

were associated and bound in the newly formed civil relations, was added to the

list. It was not enough that the people of Long Island were made the servants

and subjects of an army of ruthless invaders during those six long years; not

enough that they were cut off from their civil connections; fettered and

harassed continually by the presence of a military force stationed over them;

not enough that their property was taken from them or destroyed, their most

sacred institutions desecrated, their tenderest feeling blasphemously trampled

upon, and their persons subjected to any extent of insult or injury that a

brutal soldiery might impose upon them. To add to all this burden, and to fill

the cup of bitterness quite full, the state legislature May 6th, 1784, passed

an act by which the people of Long Island were obliged to return £37,000 to

other parts of the state, for not having been able to take an active part in

the war. However equitable this measure might have appeared to the imagination

of that legislature, unbiased posterity will brand it as an act of injustice to

the oppressed people of Long Island, scarcely surpassed by the tyrannical acts

of the royal governors of the past.
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