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Getting Started


Pixelate Your Life with
 Fusible Beads!
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Most of what we see today is made up of pixels: TVs, computer screens, smart phones, and much more. Little humble squares of color comprise everything from your alarm clock readout to a high definition movie screen. With fusible beads like those from Perler, you can unlock the power of the pixel in your own hands!


As a child I grew up in the 8-bit era of blocky video games. Though they looked simple, they had a charm that was friendly and approachable. On lazy Sunday afternoons I would copy the pixels from game magazines and the TV screen to recreate my favorite sprites on graph paper. Years later, I learned that fusible beads can be used in the same way to bring your favorite pixels into


 the third dimension, creating useful objects like coasters, jewelry, toys, and other trinkets.


Crafting with fusible beads is so simple, and is perfect for creators of all ages. Combine that with the quirky and retro world of pixel art and you’ll never run out of ideas. Making wonderful pixelated masterpieces is as easy as following a chart and placing beads, and when you finish you’ll have a creation that looks like it stepped right out of a screen!
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FUSIBLE BEADS


Basic beads: Basic medium-sized fusible beads, the ones used most frequently in this book, are 5mm in diameter and come in more than 50 colors. They’re easy to find in local craft stores in ready-to-use kits and in a la carte bags of specific colors. The brands available include Perler, Hama, Nabbi, and Artkal. They can sometimes melt at different rates, so if you want to avoid unexpected hiccups when fusing, it’s best not to mix brands.


Mini beads:Smaller versions of the basic beads are 2.5mm in diameter and are made by brands like Hama and Artkal. At half the size, they’re ideal for projects with a lot of detail and a smaller result, like jewelry and pins. Mini beads require their own pegboards to fit the small size, so be sure to find those as well if you plan to try using them.


Biggie beads:Larger versions of the basic beads are 10mm in diameter and are available from Perler, Hama, and Nabbi under various names. They’re best for younger children (four and up) to practice colors and motor skills, so they’re not as popular as the basic size and don’t come in as many colors. They also require their own specially sized board, so be sure to get that if you want to give them a try.


Special finishes: Depending on the brand, you can also find special finishes for each kind of bead, ranging from translucent, glow-in-the-dark, pearlescent, glitter, and striped finishes. They can really add a beautiful or cool touch to a project.
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Basic beads.At 5mm, regular fusible beads are not too small and not too big.




Quick Start Colors


If you’re new to fusible beads and you’re not sure what colors to get, your best bet is to purchase a sample tray with a bit of every color in the rainbow—these are easy to find in craft stores. Also get one or two extra packets of black and white, as they’re used more often than you’d think. If you want to try specialty beads, opt for a small mixed packet, because they’re not used very often in charts.
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