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As   a   Military   Historian   I   rely   on   a   summary   of   the historical fact, I analyze and highlight the decisive factors, before   simulating   hypotheses  "what   if…"  hypotheses through a board game. In the simulation, all possibilities of the purpose of the study are completed, when the past of history is analyzed based on the theory of the present and projected for similar situations in the future. Since 2010 I have published the following series of simulations: I. Historical Simulation of the Wars of the First Empires; II. Historical Simulation of the Wars in Classical Greece; III. Historical Simulation of the Roman Wars; IV. Historical Simulation   of   Wars   in   the   Medieval   Era;   V.   Historical Simulation of Wars in the Modern Era (1453 to 1774); VI. Historical  Simulation  of  Wars in  the Age of  Revolutions (1775 to 1860); VII. Historical Simulation of Wars in the Industrial Age (1861 to 1913); VIII. Historical Simulation of the First World War; IX. Historical Simulation of World War II; X. Historical Simulation of the Cold War (1917 to 1991); and XI. Historical Simulation of Contemporary Wars (1991 to ...).
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HISTORICAL FACT

 

FIRST WORLD WAR

World War I (July 28, 1914 – November 11, 1918), also known as the Great War, was a global conflict between two   coalitions:   the   Allies   (or   Entente)   and   the   Central Powers. The main areas of conflict included Europe and the Middle East, as well as parts of Africa and the Asia-Pacific.
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Img 1: Alignments. 
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There   were   significant   advances   in   weaponry,   including tanks,   aircraft,   artillery,   machine   guns,   and   chemical weapons.   One   of   the   deadliest   conflicts   in   history,   it resulted   in   an   estimated   30   million   military   casualties, along   with   another   8   million   civilian   deaths   from   war-related causes. The movement of large numbers of people was a major factor in the deadly Spanish flu pandemic.

The causes of World War I included the rise of Germany and the decline of the Ottoman Empire, which upset the long-standing   balance   of   power   in   Europe,   imperial rivalries, unstable alliances, and an arms race between the great powers. Rising tensions between the great powers and in the Balkans reached a breaking point on June 28, 1914, when Gavrilo Princip, a Bosnian Serb, assassinated the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne. Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia and declared war on July 28. After Russia mobilized in defense of Serbia, Germany declared war on Russia   and   France,   who   were   in   alliance.   The   United Kingdom joined after Germany invaded Belgium, and the Ottomans joined the Central Powers in November.

Germany's strategy in 1914 was to quickly defeat France and then transfer its forces eastward, but its advance was halted   in   September,   and   by   the   end   of   the   year,   the Western   Front   consisted   of   a   nearly   continuous   line   of trenches   from   the   English   Channel   to   Switzerland.   The Eastern Front was more dynamic, but neither side gained a   decisive   advantage   despite   costly   offensives.   Italy, Bulgaria, Romania, Greece, and others entered the war from 1915 onward.
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Major   battles,   including   Verdun,   the   Somme,   and Passchendaele,   failed   to   break   the   stalemate   on   the Western Front. In April 1917, the United States joined the Allies   after   Germany   resumed   unrestricted   submarine warfare   against   Atlantic   shipping.   Later   that   year,   the Bolsheviks   seized   power   in   Russia   in   the   October Revolution;   Soviet   Russia   signed   an   armistice   with   the Central Powers in December, followed by a separate peace in March 1918. That month, Germany launched a spring offensive in the west, which, despite initial successes, left the German Army exhausted and demoralized.
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Img 2: Fronts.

The Allied Hundred Days Offensive, launched in August 1918,   caused   the   collapse   of   the   German   front   line. Following   the   Vardar   Offensive,   Bulgaria   signed   an 

 

[ 7 ]

A Brazilian naval division in WWI. A historical simulation by André Geraque Kiffer

armistice   in   late   September.   In   early   November,   the Ottoman   Empire   and   Austria-Hungary   signed   armistices with the Allies, leaving Germany isolated. Faced with an internal   revolution,   Kaiser   Wilhelm   II   abdicated   on November   9,  and   the  war   ended  with   the  Armistice   of November   11,   1918.   Under   the   Treaty   of   Versailles, Germany lost territory and was forced to pay substantial war reparations to the Allies.
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Img 3: Treaty.

The   dissolution   of   the   Russian,   German,   Austro-Hungarian, and Ottoman Empires redrew national borders and resulted in the creation of newly independent states, including   Poland,   Finland,   the   Baltic   States, Czechoslovakia,   and   Yugoslavia.   The   League   of   Nations 

 

[ 8 ]

A Brazilian naval division in WWI. A historical simulation by André Geraque Kiffer

was created to maintain world peace, but its inability to manage instability during the interwar period contributed to the outbreak of World War II in 1939.

The maritime war was characterized primarily by naval   blockades.   The   Allied   powers   achieved   broad success   in   blockading   Germany   and   the   other   Central Powers,   while   their   efforts   to   break   this   blockade   or establish   an   effective   counter-blockade   with   submarines and   light   merchant   ships   were   ultimately   unsuccessful. Major line of battle actions were rare and less decisive. In the   early   20th   century,   Great   Britain   and   Germany engaged in a protracted naval arms race centered on the construction of dreadnought battleships.

Germany's effort to assemble a fleet capable of equaling that   of   the   United   Kingdom,   then   the   world's   leading maritime   power   and   an   island   state   dependent   on maritime trade, has often been identified as the primary source of the hostility that drew Britain into World War I. German leaders sought a navy commensurate with their nation's military and economic stature to secure overseas trade   routes   and   colonial   possessions   independently   of British   goodwill.   However,   the   prospect   of   such   a   fleet posed an inherent challenge to British naval dominance and the security of its global trade and empire.

Many of the ships' parts and systems had recently been improved.   Oil   was   being   introduced   to   replace   coal, containing up to 40% more energy per volume, extending range, and further improving the internal layout. Another 
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advantage was that oil emitted considerably less smoke, making   visual   detection   difficult.   This   was   generally mitigated by the small number of ships equipped with this technology, often operating in conjunction with coal-fired vessels.
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Img 4: Dreadnought.

The   introduction   of   the   turbine   led   to   vastly   superior performance.   While   pre-dreadnought   battleships   were generally limited to 12–17 knots* (22–31 km/h), modern ships were capable of at least 20 knots (37 km/h) and, in the most recent British classes, 24 knots (44 km/h). The introduction of the gyroscope and centralized fire control, the   "director"   in   British   terms,   led   to   improvements   in gunnery.   Ships   built   before   1900   had   guns   with   an effective range of about 1,800 m, while the first "new" ships reached at least 7,300 m, and modern designs, over 9,100 m.
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*Technical note: The knot is a unit of speed equivalent to one nautical mile per hour, exactly 1,852 km/h. The ISO standard   symbol   for   the   knot   is   kn.   It   is   used   in meteorology and in maritime and air navigation. A vessel sailing at 1 knot along a meridian covers approximately one minute of latitude in one hour.

A new class of ships, the battlecruiser, emerged shortly before   the   war.   British   designs   were   armed   like   their heavier   dreadnought   cousins,   but   deliberately   lacked armor to save weight and thus increase speed, allowing these ships to outmaneuver any smaller ship and escape any larger vessel. German designs opted to trade slightly smaller primary armament (11- or 12-inch guns compared to  the   12-  or   13.5-inch   guns  of   their   British  rivals)  for speed   while   maintaining   relatively   heavy   armor.   They could operate independently in the open sea, where their speed gave them room to maneuver, or, alternatively, as a fast reconnaissance force ahead of a larger fleet.

The torpedo boat caused considerable concern for many naval   planners.   In   theory,   large   numbers   of   these inexpensive ships could attack en masse and overwhelm a force   of   dreadnoughts.   This   led   to   the   introduction   of ships dedicated  to keeping them away  from fleets, the "torpedo destroyers" or "destroyers".

The submarine could evade blockades that prevented the use of surface vessels. It could approach underwater, safe from   the   guns   of   both   capital   ships   (the   largest   ships 
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compared to other warships in their respective fleets) and destroyers   (though   not   for   long),   and   fire   a   salvo   of torpedoes as lethal as that of a torpedo boat. Their limited range   and   speed,   especially   underwater,   made   these weapons   difficult   to   use   tactically.   Submarines   were generally   more   effective   at   attacking   poorly   defended merchant ships (in which case, surface attacks with deck guns   were   preferred   before   1917)   than   at   engaging surface   warships,   although   several   small   and   medium-sized British warships were lost to torpedoes launched by German submarines.
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Img 5: Mediterranean Theater.

Most warships were equipped with radiotelegraphs. Sonar was in its infancy at the end of the war. Aviation focused primarily   on   reconnaissance,   with   the   development   of aircraft carriers throughout the war and bombers capable 
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of carrying only relatively light loads. Naval mines were also   increasingly   developed.   Defensive   mines   along   the coast made it very difficult for warships to approach for coastal bombardment or naval support fire.

In the Mediterranean, the war began with most of the large but aging French fleet mobilized for escort duty to protect   convoys   crossing   the   Mediterranean   from   the smaller   but   newer   Austrian   fleet,   guarding   against   a possible Italian entry into the war on Austria's side.

Several British ships were also sent to Malta to reinforce the British Mediterranean fleet. Germany also had a small presence in the Mediterranean, with some ships based at the Austrian naval base at Pola (in present-day Croatia). At the outbreak of hostilities, its cruisers SMS Goeben and SMS   Breslau   patrolled   the   Western   Mediterranean. Pursued by larger French and British forces, Goeben and Breslau   sailed   to   Turkey,   where   they   were   nominally transferred   to   the   Ottoman   Navy   when   the   Ottoman Empire entered the war on the side of the Central Powers. They fought several battles against the Russian Black Sea fleet until Russia's surrender in 1917.

After the Kingdom of Italy entered the war on the side of the   Allies   in   1915,   their   strategy   was   to   blockade   the Adriatic   at   the   Strait   of   Otranto   and   monitor   the movements   of   the   Austrian   fleet.   This   strategy   was generally successful, but the Austrians attacked on several occasions,   sinking   many   ships.   The   Austrians   and Germans   also   managed   to   send   submarines   to   the 
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Mediterranean,   where   they   caused   the   losses   of   two battleships, two armored cruisers, five destroyers, and two submarines. The main naval bases of the Austrian fleet in the Adriatic were Pola (in Istria) and Cattaro (in southern Dalmatia).

The Allied navies were able to navigate relatively freely in the   Mediterranean,   keeping   the   Central   Powers'   surface units   confined   to   the   Adriatic   or   the   Black   Sea.   This freedom   of   movement   was   extremely   important   to   the Allies, as they were not only able to keep their supply routes open (to Egypt, for example), but also to launch (and supply) amphibious invasions at Gallipoli in 1915 and Salonika in 1916.

During World War I, Brazil maintained a neutral position, supported   by   the   Hague   Convention,   seeking   not   to restrict its exports at the time, especially coffee. Germany was, at the time, Brazil's main trading partner, followed by England and France.

After   the   sinking   of   Brazilian   merchant   ships   by submarines of the Imperial German Navy, Brazil declared war   on   Germany   on   October   26,   1917,   joining   the Entente. There was popular anti-German sentiment, but also opposition to entering the war.

Brazil was the only Latin American country to participate in   the   war,   sending   the   Navy's   Naval   War   Operations Division (DNOG) to the Atlantic Ocean campaign, along with  a  medical mission, aviators, and a  group of Army 
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officers and sergeants. Domestically, the war led to the introduction of compulsory military service in 1916 under the Drawing of Lots.

For Brazil, the war at sea began on August 1, when the DNOG   departed   from   the   port   of   Rio   de   Janeiro.   On August 9, 1918, it reached Freetown, remaining there for 14   days,   when   the   first   men   began   to   fall   ill   with   the Spanish flu virus.

On the night of August 25, while crossing from Freetown to   Dakar,   the   division   suffered   a   torpedo   attack   by   a German   submarine,   but   without   causing   casualties   or damage to the ships. Fortunately, the torpedoes passed harmlessly between the Brazilian ships, which launched a counterattack using depth charges, with the British Royal Navy   crediting   the   Brazilians   with   sinking   an   enemy submarine.

Later, already anchored in Dakar, the division's crew again contracted the Spanish flu*, which took the lives of 176 crew members and immobilized the force for two months in that port.

*Historical   note:   This   was   a   widespread   and   deadly influenza   pandemic.   From   January   1918   to   December 1920, it infected an estimated 500 million people, about a quarter of the world's population at the time. The death toll is estimated at between 17 million and 50 million, and possibly   as   high   as   100   million,   making   it   one   of   the deadliest epidemics in human history. The Spanish flu was 
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the first of two pandemics caused by the H1N1 influenza virus, the second occurring in 2009.
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