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Getting Started





Greetings and welcome to fifty-two memorable and relationship changing dates! The conversations that will come out of these dates will strengthen and grow your relationship. Some of the conversations will be fun, and others will require some deep thinking and reflection. All the conversations will draw you and your significant other closer together.


While some of the dates are seasonal, others can be done anytime of the year, so don’t feel you have to walk linearly through the book. Feel free to bounce around.


Once a week, we will give you a detailed description of what kind of date you should go on. Then we will give you a discussion idea to start your conversation in the right direction.


We’ll also provide a Scripture verse, journal notes for reflection, a place where you can record each date’s highlights, and a prayer to close your time together. We also share some stories of our dating adventures and lessons learned along the way. The KEY at the end of this introduction will give you insight into time, money, and romance levels of each date.


We pray as you use this book it will become a valuable tool to grow and deepen your relationship.


Blessings,


Jay and Laura
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Picnic under the Stars
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It’s a picnic in the park at night! Grab a blanket; pack some veggies, fruit, cheese, crackers, and your favorite beverage; and find a secluded place in a local park. If you both like music, pack Bluetooth speakers and play your favorite romantic tunes. After enjoying your snacks, lie on your backs and see if you can name the constellations in the night sky. If you are not lie-on-your-backs kind of people, pack lawn chairs instead.


As you breathe in the beauty of the heavens, share with each other what you would think about as a child staring at the night sky.





CLOSER TOGETHER


Record each of your childhood memories and thoughts you had tonight staring at the stars. Also write down which constellations you identified.


CLOSER TO GOD


God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.


GENESIS 1:16


Lord, we acknowledge that you are the Creator of the heavens and the earth. May we always be mindful of that as we walk this earth and be good stewards of your creation.


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DATE





Date Tip


Make sure there are stars first! Or you might get lost.


We were renting a cabin on a lake in northern Michigan with our friends, Gene and Wendy. Gene brought his boat, and we traveled to the middle of the lake to watch the Fourth of July fireworks from a nearby town. The fireworks lit up the sky in spectacular fashion. However, when the show was over, the night became as black as ink. We couldn’t see a thing, and we couldn’t remember the location of our cabin. We puttered around the lake for over an hour trying to find our cabin.


So when you’re planning this date, make sure the stars are out. Share with each other what you see in the stars. Pull up an app on your phone that shows constellations and see if together you can find them.
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It’s Game Night
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Locate your favorite board games or card games. If you do not already own what you want to play, go to your local store and purchase it. Prepare your favorite snacks and beverages. Clear off a table and prepare the game for play. Make a night of it even if it means that you play the same game more than once or many different games.


You will most likely have a lot of conversation going on as you compete with one another. Talk about what drives you to win the game and what drives you toward success in life. What does success look like for you?





CLOSER TOGETHER


First and most important, record who won which game! Next, write down what success looks like for you both so that you can come back and remember when you are not feeling so strong and courageous.


CLOSER TO GOD


“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do.”


JOSHUA 1:7 NLT


Lord God, help us to always be strong and courageous in your strength and power. May we always measure our success by your standards.


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DATE





Play Time


I (Laura) grew up playing games with my family. My favorite was a game called Aggravation! Jay will tell you it is because I love causing aggravation in others, and he wouldn’t be wrong. Our son Torrey and daughter-in-law Shana love to play games. When Shana came into our family, she taught us a card game called Hand and Foot. It causes much aggravation, so I love it.


It is easy to play games when you have a crowd, but when it is just the two of you, it may seem awkward unless you are both die-hard game players. But give it a try! This will go a long way if one of your love languages is quality time. Quality time doesn’t have to cost a lot of money, just your time and energy.


Ludus is the Greek word for playful love. Enjoy playing out your love while loving your play.
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Let’s Go on a Treasure Hun
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“Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunting game using GPS-enabled devices. Participants navigate to a specific set of GPS coordinates and then attempt to find the geocache (container) hidden at that location.” You will most likely want to plan to geocache on a day with good weather. In preparation, download the official Geocaching® app on your smartphone. It is available for all devices. Make yourself an account and geocache away. Happy hunting!


If you really enjoy yourselves, a whole world of geocaching fun exists. If you decide to make it a hobby, you may want to learn the terms for those who love to geocache. You can also upgrade your free account to premium, find more treasures, and log your hunting in the app.


If you were to find buried treasure, what would you do with it?





CLOSER TOGETHER


Write down what you enjoyed about your adventure geocaching. Record how many treasures you located. You also may want to record what you would do with found buried treasure.


CLOSER TO GOD


“The house of my God means much to me. I have much gold and silver and I give it to the house of my God, together with all I have already given for the holy house.”


1 CHRONICLES 29:3 NLV


Lord, may we always find our treasure in you!


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DATE





Adventures R Us


Mackinac Island, Michigan, is located in the Straits of Mackinac in Lake Huron. It is a beautiful island that takes you back in time to a bygone era. To get to the island, you must take a ferry boat across Lake Huron from Mackinaw City or St. Ignace. You can explore the island on foot, bike, or horse. No cars are allowed.


Mackinac Island is the first place we geocached. We thought we knew the island very well as we visit it at least three times a year and spend a lot of time walking it. Geocaching allowed us to explore different parts of the island we had never seen. It also caused us to see and observe places and scenery that many people easily overlook.
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