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In "Farm Ballads," Will Carleton masterfully captures the life of rural America in the late 19th century through a series of poignant and evocative poems. Written in a robust, accessible style, the collection employs common vernacular and vivid imagery to reflect the struggles, joys, and unflinching realities of farming life. Carleton'Äôs keen observations are steeped in the romanticism of pastoral imagery, yet they permeate with a raw honesty that reveals the complexities of agricultural existence, providing readers with a rich literary context that intertwines folklore and the burgeoning American identity. Will Carleton, himself a product of agrarian roots in Michigan, spent his early years intimately familiar with the farmer's life, which profoundly influenced his literary direction. His personal experiences working the fields and witnessing the daily tribulations of rural living laid the groundwork for this collection. Carleton'Äôs work often embodies a voice that advocates for rural communities, using poetry as a lens through which to illuminate their values and resilience. "Farm Ballads" is a compelling read for those intrigued by Americana, rural literature, and the interwoven narratives of human perseverance and nature. Evocative and heartfelt, Carleton'Äôs poetic insights resonate with universal themes, offering both nostalgia and a deeper empathy for life on the farm. Readers seeking to understand the cultural fabric of 19th-century rural America will find Carleton'Äôs collection both enlightening and profoundly relatable.
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In "Artemis to Actaeon, and Other Verses," Edith Wharton ventures beyond her acclaimed novels, presenting a collection of poignant poetry that intertwines classical allusion with personal reflection. The verses explore themes of nature, myth, and the complexities of human emotion, all rendered in Wharton's trademark lyrical style. This collection draws from her extensive literary knowledge and experiences, situating her work within the broader context of early 20th-century American literature, bridging the gap between poetic tradition and modern sensibility. Edith Wharton, celebrated for her incisive portrayals of American high society, authored this collection during a pivotal period in her life, reflecting her deepening interest in poetry as an expressive form. Wharton's varied experiences'Äîfrom her privileged upbringing to her travels in Europe'Äîimbued her with a rich tapestry of themes to explore, making her transition to poetry both a natural and intriguing evolution in her illustrious career. "Artemis to Actaeon, and Other Verses" is a treasure for readers seeking to understand Wharton's multifaceted literary identity. It invites a deeper appreciation of her ability to convey profound truths through verse, appealing to both admirers of her prose and newcomers to her poetic voice.
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In "Hoosier Lyrics," Eugene Field captures the essence of rural America through lyrical poetry that blends regionalism with a touch of nostalgia. Drawing on his experiences growing up in Indiana, Field's verses evoke the simplicity and beauty of Midwestern life, employing a vibrant and conversational style that resonates with both adult and youthful readers. The collection reflects the burgeoning American literary movement of the late 19th century, where local color and personal perspective took center stage, celebrating regional identities against a backdrop of rapid industrialization. Eugene Field, known as the 'Poet of Children,' was greatly influenced by his own upbringing and the people he encountered in Indiana. His deep appreciation for the Midwestern ethos and its unique charm inspired him to craft poems that resonate not only with nostalgia but also with universal themes of love, family, and community. Field'Äôs literary career was marked by a distinct affinity for blending humor with pathos, a characteristic evident in this celebrated work. "Hoosier Lyrics" is highly recommended for readers who appreciate poetry that encapsulates the heart of America. Its vivid imagery and heartfelt emotion provide a timeless reflection on life in the Midwest, making it a perfect addition for those seeking to explore the depth of American regional literature.
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In "Green Fields and Running Brooks, and Other Poems," James Whitcomb Riley artfully captures the simplicity and beauty of rural life through evocative imagery and heartfelt sentiment. The poems, characterized by their pastoral themes and distinct Midwestern dialect, weave together nature, nostalgia, and the enduring spirit of the American countryside. Riley employs a lyrical style that bridges folk traditions and high literature, making the collection accessible yet profound. The work reflects the late 19th and early 20th-century American literary context, where a sense of regional identity began to emerge amid urbanization. James Whitcomb Riley, often dubbed the 'Children's Poet,' draws inspiration from his own life experiences in rural Indiana. His background instilled in him a deep appreciation for the landscapes and vernacular of the American heartland, which he translates into his poetry. Riley's ability to evoke emotion through his authentic portrayal of everyday life resonates with readers, highlighting his commitment to depicting the lives of ordinary people. This collection is a must-read for those seeking a rich exploration of Americana through verse. Riley'Äôs skillful balance of humor and poignancy makes "Green Fields and Running Brooks" a timeless treasure that invites reflection on the joys and simplicities of life, appealing to poetry lovers and casual readers alike.
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In "Songs of the Sea and Lays of the Land," Charles Godfrey Leland intricately weaves together ballads and verses that celebrate the maritime and terrestrial landscapes of America. This collection showcases Leland's keen ear for rhythm and his deep appreciation for folk traditions, reflecting the spirit of the 19th-century literary revival that sought to reconnect with the oral histories of the past. Leland's lyrical prowess, combined with his fascination for the sea and the natural beauty of the land, results in a rich tapestry of imagery and emotion, appealing to both the heart and intellect of the reader. Leland, an American author, folklorist, and linguist, was deeply influenced by his travels and encounters with diverse cultures, particularly during his studies in Europe. His scholarly pursuits in folklore and dialect studies informed his poetic voice, bringing authenticity to the songs of the sea and the tales of the land. Leland's passion for uncovering the nuances of American culture is evident in this collection, which reflects his efforts to document and celebrate the rustic and adventurous spirit of the American populace. I highly recommend "Songs of the Sea and Lays of the Land" for readers who appreciate the beauty of lyrical expression and the rich folklore of America. Leland's evocative verses offer a unique glimpse into the soul of a nation shaped by land and sea, inviting readers to experience the beauty and struggles of those who inhabit these realms. This collection is not just poetry; it is a journey into the heart of American identity. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    This volume presents a single-author gathering of Eugene Field’s verse, designed to exhibit the breadth and character of his songful art. Rather than a specialized miscellany, it brings together pieces that show his capacity to move from play to prayer, from comic narrative to tender meditation. The purpose is to offer a coherent reading experience that foregrounds the musical impulse central to his writing while also displaying variety—domestic intimacies, convivial scenes, seasonal observances, and reflective fragments. As such, the collection serves both as an accessible gateway for new readers and a concentrated portrait of a distinctive American lyric voice.

The contents consist entirely of poems, yet the range of forms is notable. Readers will encounter original lyrics and ballads; lullabies and cradle songs built for the speaking voice; hymns and Christmas pieces; convivial toasts and drinking songs; occasional verses for holidays and courtship; narrative sketches and affectionate character portraits; as well as renderings of earlier poets through translation and paraphrase. Pastoral idylls sit beside urban or travel inflections, and brief monologic poses complement story-like ballads. Together these modes reveal an artist equally at home with simple song, narrative verse, and adaptive engagements with classical and continental sources.

Despite their variety, the poems are unified by recurring concerns. Childhood, home, and the rituals of family life provide a durable center, often approached with humor that softens and deepens feeling. Memory and mortality appear not as stark subjects but as occasions for consolation and gratitude, frequently framed by seasonal imagery. Faith and festivity mingle, as do American landscapes and Old World allusions. The imagination roams—from hearthside reverie to far horizons—yet it returns, reliably, to humane sympathies: friendship, courtship, and the solace of song. The result is a tonal palette that balances lighthearted play with reflective tenderness.

Stylistically, Field’s hallmarks are musical ease and clarity. He favors singable measures and recurring rhythms, making many pieces naturally suited to being read aloud. Plain diction is set with care for cadence and rhyme; playful turns and gentle irony animate portraits and stories without forfeiting warmth. Even in narrative verse, there is an economy of incident and a trust in refrain, image, and pacing to carry feeling. The craftsmanship is unobtrusive, aimed at immediacy and memorability. Humor and pathos are kept in close company, so that laughter often shades into sympathy, and sentiment gains strength from wit.

Alongside his original work, Field includes engagements with other traditions, notably paraphrases and translations from German, French, and classical Greek sources. By revoicing continental romantics and ancient idyllists in supple English, he emphasizes mood and melody over literal equivalence, aligning their sensibilities with his own. These pieces broaden the collection’s horizon and demonstrate the permeability of influences in late nineteenth-century anglophone verse. They also underscore a guiding conviction of the book: that song is a shared inheritance, hospitable to adaptation, and that an American lyric can converse fluently with older European and classical strains.

The enduring appeal of this collection rests on its combination of accessibility and craft. The poems offer clear situations, memorable turns, and rhythms that invite participation, making them suitable for personal reflection and communal reading alike. At the same time, their composure and concision repay return visits; beneath the easy surface lie carefully modulated tones and structures. As a whole, the book clarifies why Field’s name is associated with tender song and companionable humor, yet it also shows the reach of his curiosity—toward history, faith, and the wider republic of letters that nourished his voice.

Readers may approach these pages sequentially or by temperament, moving from buoyant pieces to meditative ones as inclination suggests. The internal variety keeps the experience lively, while a shared musical impulse binds disparate modes into a single conversation. Taken together, the poems form a companionable anthology whose unifying purpose is to celebrate the expressive possibilities of verse: to console without heaviness, to delight without frivolity, and to carry feeling in cadence. In this way, the collection presents a sustained invitation—to listen for the music in language and to find, within it, the contours of common human experience.



OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4064066245320.jpg
Will Carleton






OEBPS/text/00001.jpg
Songs and Other Verse





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4064066179977.jpg
James Whitcomb Riley

Green Fields and
Running Brooks,
and Other Poems






OEBPS/text/00002.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4064066233464.jpg
Charles Godfrey Leland

Songs of the :Sea“
and Lays
of the Land





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4064066249809.jpg
Edith Wharton

""}!.’2)
7

Artemis to Actaeon,
and Other Verses





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4064066206840.jpg
Eugene Field






