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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Orange Is the New Black (sometimes abbreviated to OITNB) is an American comedy-drama web television series. The series, was created by Jenji Kohan and is produced by Tilted Productions in association with Lionsgate Television. It is based on Piper Kerman's memoir, Orange Is the New Black: My Year in a Women's Prison (2010), about her experiences at FCI Danbury, a minimum-security federal prison. Orange Is the New Black is streamed on Netflix, and premiered on July 11, 2013. In February 2016, the series was renewed for a fifth, sixth, and seventh season. The fifth season was released on June 9, 2017. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 504 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Christopher Robert Evans (born June 13, 1981) is an American actor and filmmaker. Evans is known for his superhero roles as the Marvel Comics characters Captain America in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and the Human Torch in Fantastic Four and its 2007 sequel. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 221 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Steven Universe is an American animated television series created by Rebecca Sugar for Cartoon Network. The series revolves around Steven Universe (voiced by Zach Callison), who protects his hometown of Beach City alongside Garnet (voiced by Estelle), Amethyst (voiced by Michaela Dietz) and Pearl (voiced by Deedee Magno), three magical alien guardians known as the Crystal Gems. The series was renewed for a fourth and fifth season in March 2016. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 65 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Pope John Paul I (Latin: Ioannes Paulus I; Italian: Giovanni Paolo I), born Albino Luciani (Italian pronunciation: ; 17 October 1912 – 28 September 1978), served as Pope from 26 August 1978 to his sudden death 33 days later. His reign is among the shortest in papal history, resulting in the most recent Year of Three Popes, the first to occur since 1605. John Paul I remains the most recent Italian-born pope, the last in a succession of such popes that started with Clement VII in 1523. He was declared a Servant of God by his successor, Pope John Paul II, on 23 November 2003, the first step on the road to sainthood. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 731 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Outlander is a British-American television drama series based on the historical time travel Outlander series of novels by Diana Gabaldon. Developed by Ronald D. Moore and produced by Sony Pictures Television and Left Bank Pictures for Starz, the show premiered on August 9, 2014. It stars Caitriona Balfe as Claire Randall, a married World War II nurse who in 1945 finds herself transported back to the Scotland of 1743, where she encounters the dashing Highland warrior Jamie Fraser (Sam Heughan) and becomes embroiled in the Jacobite risings. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 366 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Preacher (TV series)






Preacher is an American television series developed by Sam Catlin, Evan Goldberg, and Seth Rogen for AMC starring Dominic Cooper. It is an adaptation of the comic book series Preacher created by Garth Ennis and Steve Dillon, and published by DC Comics' Vertigo imprint. The series was officially picked up on September 9, 2015,[1] with a ten-episode order which premiered on May 22, 2016.[2] On June 29, 2016, AMC renewed the series for a 13-episode second season to premiere on June 25, 2017.[3][4]
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Dominic Cooper as Jesse Custer: A small-town preacher who is on a mission to find God.[5] Dominic Ruggieri portrays 10-year old Jesse.

	
Joseph Gilgun as Cassidy: An Irish vampire and Custer's best friend.[6]


	
Ruth Negga as Tulip O'Hare[image: External link]: Custer's gun-toting, highly capable ex.[7] Ashley Aufderheide portrays 10-year old Tulip.

	
Lucy Griffiths as Emily Woodrow: A single mother, waitress, church organist, bookkeeper and Custer's loyal right hand. (season 1)[8]


	
W. Earl Brown[image: External link] as Sheriff Hugo Root[image: External link]: Eugene Root's father. (season 1)[9]


	Derek Wilson as Donnie Schenck: Quincannon's right-hand man, who often gets into altercations with Jesse Custer. (season 1)[10][11]


	Ian Colletti as Eugene Root / "Arseface"[image: External link]: Sheriff Root's son, disfigured after shooting himself in the face with a shotgun and surviving.[12]


	
Tom Brooke as Fiore: one of two Adephi angels tasked with watching the half-demon, half-angelic creature named Genesis. (season 1)[13]


	
Anatol Yusef as DeBlanc[image: External link]: one of two Adephi angels tasked with watching the half-demon, half-angelic creature named Genesis. (season 1)[14]


	
Graham McTavish as The Saint of Killers: A bounty hunter with god-like powers who is on a mission to kill Jesse.[15]


	
Noah Taylor[image: External link] (season 2)[16]


	
Pip Torrens[image: External link] (season 2)[16]


	
Julie Ann Emery (season 2)[16]
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 Recurring





	
Jackie Earle Haley as Odin Quincannon: A powerful man in Annville who runs Quincannon Meat & Power, a 125-year-old family run cattle slaughterhouse business.[17] The original pilot featured Elizabeth Perkins as Vyla Quincannon, a female version of the character, but the writers ultimately opted to make Quincannon male as in the comics.[18]


	
Ricky Mabe as Miles Person, the mayor of Annville.

	
Jamie Anne Allman[image: External link] as Betsy Schenck, a masochistic woman who is regularly beaten by her husband, Donnie.[10]


	
Nathan Darrow as John Custer: Jesse's father, also a preacher.

	
Malcolm Barrett[16]


	
Ronald Guttman[image: External link][16]


	
Justin Prentice[16]
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On November 16, 2013, it was announced that AMC was developing a TV series based on the DC Vertigo comic book series Preacher.[19] On November 18, 2013, it was revealed that Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg were developing the series pilot with Sam Catlin, and that it would be distributed by Sony Pictures Television.[20] On February 6, 2014, AMC ordered a pilot script to be written by Rogen and Goldberg, and confirmed Sam Catlin would serve as showrunner.[21] On December 3, 2014, AMC ordered the pilot, written by Catlin, to be filmed.[22] Comic creators Steve Dillon and Garth Ennis serve as co-executive producers for the series.[1]

In March 2015, Ruth Negga was cast as Tulip O'Hare, the ex-girlfriend of Jesse Custer, and Joe Gilgun was cast as Cassidy[image: External link], an Irish vampire and the best friend of Custer.[6] In April 2015, Lucy Griffiths was cast as Emily Woodrow, a character described as a no-nonsense single mother of three who is a waitress, the church organist, bookkeeper and Jesse’s loyal right hand."[8] Also in April, it was confirmed that Dominic Cooper would play Custer.[5]

The series was officially picked up for series with ten episodes on September 9, 2015.[1]
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 Filming




On May 14, 2015, Rogen revealed that filming on the pilot episode of Preacher had started. Rogen additionally revealed that he and Goldberg would be directing the pilot.[21]
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 Season 1 (2016)






	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot"
	Seth Rogen & Evan Goldberg
	Story by : Seth Rogen & Evan Goldberg & Sam Catlin

Teleplay by : Sam Catlin
	May 22, 2016
	2.38[23]



	An entity crosses the galaxy and finds its way to Earth, where it inhabits a preacher in Africa who explodes soon after. The same phenomenon is observed at a Satanic Temple in Russia and in a gathering of Scientologists. Meanwhile, in Texas, Jesse Custer, a preacher with a sordid past, begins to lose his faith in his church and debates leaving. Tulip O'Hare, a mysterious woman from Jesse's violent past propositions him with a job, but Jesse turns her down. Cassidy, an Irish vampire, lands in Texas after a violent episode on a private jet. Jesse has a run-in with the abusive husband of one of his churchgoers and quickly subdues him and his friends, meeting Cassidy in the process. Jesse heads to the church to ask for a sign to continue. The entity appears in the church and inhabits Jesse. Three days later, Jesse awakens and decides not to leave the church, saying he is not quite done yet.



	2
	2
	"See"
	Seth Rogen & Evan Goldberg
	Sam Catlin
	June 5, 2016
	2.08[24]



	In 1881, a cowboy leaves his home, searching for medicine for his sick daughter. In the present, Jesse baptizes his congregants. One of them, Linus, confesses to Jesse about his urges. Odin Quincannon and his employees tear down a home after purchasing its land. At the church, Jesse takes a drink from Cassidy's flask and passes out due to its potency. DeBlanc and Fiore attempt to extract what's inside Jesse: First with a song, then with a chainsaw. Cassidy interrupts and is shot, but manages to kill them. Tulip continues to nag Jesse about the "job", but he refuses. Jesse uses his new power on Linus. Cassidy buries the bodies of the two men, but are back in their motel room being interrogated by Sheriff Root, who tell him "We're from the Government".



	3
	3
	"The Possibilities"
	Scott Winant[image: External link]
	Chris Kelley
	June 12, 2016
	1.75[25]



	Tulip meets a woman named Danni in Houston, Texas and receives a piece of paper with the address of the enigmatic Carlos, with Tulip intending Jesse to aid her in confronting and killing the man who ruined their lives. Jesse tests the limits of his newly found abilities of persuasion and finally understands the nature of his abilities when Donnie confronts him with a gun, with Jesse later holding control over him. Cassidy tells Jesse of the possibilities of his abilities, while discovering the true nature of Fiore and DeBlanc; that they are from Heaven and that people will die if they do not retrieve what is inside Jesse.



	4
	4
	"Monster Swamp"
	Craig Zisk
	Sara Goodman
	June 19, 2016
	1.14[26]



	Cassidy tries to tell Jesse about Fiore and DeBlanc, though it falls on deaf ears as Jesse is distracted by the thought of rebooting All Saints Congregational, wanting more visitors. He later converts atheist Odin Quincannon to Christianity, using his power, in front of the entire congregation to achieve that goal. Angry at the death of a woman, Tulip carries out a form of vigilante justice, but the consequences are not as expected as she mistakenly throws Cassidy out of a window, only to discover him to be an immortal vampire.



	5
	5
	"South Will Rise Again"
	Michael Slovis
	Craig Rosenberg
	June 26, 2016
	1.43[27]



	Eugene asks for Jesse's help with him and his dad after a disturbing message is conveyed to Eugene. Jesse abides and helps him an more ways than one. Fiore and DeBlanc attempt to assuage their reason to be on Earth, but are unable to convey their message. Jesse meets with the angels, who inform him of Genesis and Jesse's powers are not to be used; but Jesse has been abusing them to help those who have come to him after persuading Quincannon at the church. Tulip and Cassidy bond after her learning of Cassidy's secret and Quincannon meets with the Green Acres representatives to unexpected results.



	6
	6
	"Sundowner"
	Guillermo Navarro
	Nick Towne[image: External link]
	July 3, 2016
	1.49[28]



	Jesse, Fiore, and DeBlanc head to the motel after a scuffle with another angel at the restaurant, which leads to more trouble than they had expected until Cassidy intervenes. Eugene makes new friends at school. Tulip reaches an understanding with Emily and helps with her chores. Eugene comes to Jesse in the church to have him take back the "forgiveness" Jesse bestowed the town. In anger, Jesse tells Eugene to "go to hell," making him disappear.



	7
	7
	"He Gone"
	Michael Morris
	Mary Laws
	July 10, 2016
	1.55[29]



	In the present, Odin Quincannon asks Jesse to sign over the church, claiming to have won the bet. Jesse lies to the sheriff about whether he knows what happened to Eugene and tears up the floor of the church in a desperate attempt to get Eugene back. Cassidy confronts Jesse about sending Eugene to Hell, and exposes himself to the sunlight, revealing exactly what he is to Jesse. Even though a young Jesse and Tulip have grown close, Jesse's father hands Tulip over to child protective services. That night, Jesse angrily prays that god will kill his father and send him to hell. Later, armed men come to the church and kill Jesse's father as Jesse confesses that he prayed for this to happen.



	8
	8
	"El Valero"
	Kate Dennis
	Olivia Dufault
	July 17, 2016
	1.65[30]



	In the 1980s, Odin Quincannon lost his family in a gondola accident during winter, prompting his spark for Atheism. Jesse fends off Quincannon's attempts to tear down the church, and sees Eugene come back from Hell. Tulip decides to buy a dog. DeBlanc and Fiore are called to the church to extract Genesis in exchange for bringing Eugene back. While Quincannon becomes impatient and plans his assault once again, Donnie figures a way around Jesse's power. Though Genesis is extracted, it manages to escape after an argument with Jesse, Fiore, and DeBlanc happens. Jesse asks for one more chance from Quincannon with a bigger bet than before.



	9
	9
	"Finish the Song"
	Michael Slovis
	Craig Rosenberg
	July 24, 2016
	1.57[31]



	In 1800s Ratwater, the Butcher of Gettysburg returns to massacre those who killed his family. In the present, Jesse tells Sheriff Root where Eugene is before escaping from the cop car into the night. Fiore and DeBlanc book a trip to Hell. Tulip asks Emily to take care of Cassidy while she takes care of something else; with Emily seeing just what Cassidy really is. Sheriff Root makes a discovery in Fiore and DeBlanc's hotel room. Cassidy and Jesse make amends with the former helping Jesse with using the Heaven's phone to find God.



	10
	10
	"Call and Response"
	Sam Catlin
	Sam Catlin
	July 31, 2016
	1.72[32]



	Tulip comes back looking for Jesse, and finds him in an unusual place. Sheriff Root interrogates Cassidy for Eugene's whereabouts. Carlos' betrayal comes to light and revenge comes to the fold. After deliberation, Tulip and Jesse decide what to do with Carlos. While the police move in to where they think Jesse is, Donnie, Tulip, Betsy, and Jesse make preparations for the call to God. Though Quincannon shouts his issues with the existence of God to the crowd, Jesse attempts to make the call with technical issues. God eventually shows up to answer the crowd's questions, but Jesse has questions of his own. With Genesis, Jesse gets "God" to reveal that God is missing and no one knows where he is. With people's faith shattered from the call, consequences for the townspeople happen in various ways. While at a diner, Jesse's new plan is to travel and find God.
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 Season 2






	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	11
	1
	"On the Road"[33]
	Seth Rogen & Evan Goldberg
	Sam Catlin
	June 25, 2017[4]
	TBD
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 Specials




AMC aired a marathon of the first five episodes of Preacher from June 30 to July 1, 2016, with bonus, behind-the-scenes footage within each episode.[34]
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 Talking Preacher




Talking Preacher is a live aftershow hosted by Chris Hardwick which features guests discussing episodes of Preacher. The show uses the same format as Talking Dead, Talking Bad, and Talking Saul, which are also hosted by Hardwick.

The first episode of Talking Preacher debuted immediately following the pilot encore on May 29, 2016, with Seth Rogen, Evan Goldberg, Dominic Cooper and Sam Catlin, and received 538,000 viewers.[35] The second installment aired following the Preacher season one finale on July 31, 2016, with guests Rogen, Goldberg and Ian Colletti.[36]
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Season 1 received largely positive reviews from critics. Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the series an approval rating of 90%, based on 52 reviews, with an average rating of 7.6/10. The site's critical consensus states, "A thrilling celebration of the bizarre, Preacher boasts enough gore, glee, and guile to make this visually stunning adaptation a must-see for fans of the comic and newcomers alike."[37] Metacritic, which uses a weighted average, assigned the series a score of 76 out of 100, based on 37 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[38]

Eric Goldman of IGN, gave the pilot episode an 8.8/10, praising the "Great mixture of comic and horror elements" and the "Excellent casting", particularly praising Ruth Negga's Tulip.[39]
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	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Pilot"
	May 22, 2016
	0.9
	2.38[23]
	0.8
	1.83
	1.7
	4.21[40]



	2
	"See"
	June 5, 2016
	0.8
	2.08[24]
	0.8
	1.71
	1.6
	3.78[41]



	3
	"The Possibilities"
	June 12, 2016
	0.7
	1.75[25]
	0.7
	1.62
	1.4
	3.38[42]



	4
	"Monster Swamp"
	June 19, 2016
	0.4
	1.14[26]
	0.7
	1.38
	1.1
	2.52[43]



	5
	"South Will Rise Again"
	June 26, 2016
	0.5
	1.43[27]
	0.6
	1.48
	1.1
	2.91[44]



	6
	"Sundowner"
	July 3, 2016
	0.5
	1.49[28]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	7
	"He Gone"
	July 10, 2016
	0.6
	1.55[29]
	N/A
	1.58
	N/A
	3.13[45]



	8
	"El Valero"
	July 17, 2016
	0.6
	1.65[30]
	0.7
	1.53
	1.3
	3.18[46]



	9
	"Finish the Song"
	July 24, 2016
	0.6
	1.57[31]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	10
	"Call and Response"
	July 31, 2016
	0.6
	1.72[32]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominee
	Result
	Ref



	2016
	Hollywood Post Alliance Awards
	Outstanding Sound - Television
	Richard Yawn, Mark Linden, Tara Paul
	Nominated
	[47]



	2017
	American Society of Cinematographers Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Cinematography in Regular Series for Commercial Television
	John Grillo
	Nominated
	[48]



	Art Directors Guild Awards
	One Hour Contemporary Single-Camera Television Series
	David Blass, Mark Zuelzke, Kirsten Oglesby, Derek Jensen, Gregory G. Sandoval, Taura C.C. Rivera, Tyler Standen, Brandon Arrington, Amy Lynn Umezu, Edward McLoughlin
	Nominated
	[49]



	Saturn Awards
	Best Fantasy Television Series
	Preacher
	Pending
	[50]
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Drama






"Dramas" and "dramatics" redirect here. For other uses, see Drama (disambiguation)[image: External link].

See also: Drama (film and television)[image: External link]


Drama is the specific mode[image: External link] of fiction[image: External link] represented[image: External link] in performance[image: External link].[1] The term comes from a Greek[image: External link] word meaning " action[image: External link]" (Classical Greek[image: External link]: δρᾶμα, drama), which is derived from "I do" (Classical Greek[image: External link]: δράω, drao). The two masks associated with drama represent the traditional generic[image: External link] division between comedy[image: External link] and tragedy[image: External link]. They are symbols of the ancient Greek[image: External link] Muses[image: External link], Thalia[image: External link], and Melpomene[image: External link]. Thalia was the Muse of comedy (the laughing face), while Melpomene was the Muse of tragedy (the weeping face). Considered as a genre of poetry[image: External link] in general, the dramatic mode has been contrasted with the epic[image: External link] and the lyrical[image: External link] modes ever since Aristotle[image: External link]'s Poetics[image: External link] (c. 335 BCE)—the earliest work of dramatic theory[image: External link].[2]

In English (as was the analogous case in many other European languages), the word " play[image: External link]" or "game" (translating the Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] plèga or Latin[image: External link] ludus) was the standard term used to describe drama until William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s time—just as its creator was a "play-maker" rather than a "dramatist" and the building was a "play-house" rather than a " theatre[image: External link]."[3] The use of "drama" in a more narrow sense to designate a specific type of play[image: External link] dates from the modern era. "Drama" in this sense refers to a play that is neither a comedy nor a tragedy—for example, Zola's[image: External link] Thérèse Raquin[image: External link] ( 1873[image: External link]) or Chekhov's[image: External link] Ivanov[image: External link] ( 1887[image: External link]). It is this narrower sense that the film[image: External link] and television[image: External link] industries, along with film studies[image: External link], adopted to describe " drama[image: External link]" as a genre[image: External link] within their respective media. "Radio drama[image: External link]" has been used in both senses—originally transmitted in a live performance, it has also been used to describe the more high-brow and serious end of the dramatic output of radio[image: External link].[4]

The enactment of drama in theatre[image: External link], performed by actors[image: External link] on a stage[image: External link] before an audience[image: External link], presupposes collaborative[image: External link] modes of production and a collective[image: External link] form of reception. The structure of dramatic texts[image: External link], unlike other forms of literature[image: External link], is directly influenced by this collaborative production and collective reception.[5] The early modern[image: External link] tragedy[image: External link] Hamlet[image: External link] ( 1601[image: External link]) by Shakespeare and the classical Athenian[image: External link] tragedy Oedipus Rex[image: External link] (c. 429 BCE) by Sophocles[image: External link] are among the masterpieces of the art of drama.[6] A modern example is Long Day's Journey into Night[image: External link] by Eugene O’Neill[image: External link] (1956).[7]

Drama is often combined with music[image: External link] and dance[image: External link]: the drama in opera[image: External link] is generally sung throughout; musicals[image: External link] generally include both spoken dialogue[image: External link] and songs[image: External link]; and some forms of drama have incidental music[image: External link] or musical accompaniment underscoring the dialogue ( melodrama[image: External link] and Japanese Nō[image: External link], for example).[8] Closet drama[image: External link] describes a form that is intended to be read, rather than performed.[9] In improvisation[image: External link], the drama does not pre-exist the moment of performance; performers devise a dramatic script spontaneously before an audience.[10]
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Main article: Theatre of ancient Greece[image: External link]


Western[image: External link] drama originates in classical Greece[image: External link].[11] The theatrical culture[image: External link] of the city-state[image: External link] of Athens[image: External link] produced three genres[image: External link] of drama: tragedy[image: External link], comedy[image: External link], and the satyr play[image: External link]. Their origins remain obscure, though by the 5th century BCE they were institutionalised[image: External link] in competitions[image: External link] held as part of festivities[image: External link] celebrating the god Dionysus[image: External link].[12] Historians know the names of many ancient Greek dramatists, not least Thespis[image: External link], who is credited with the innovation of an actor ("hypokrites") who speaks (rather than sings) and impersonates a character[image: External link] (rather than speaking in his own person), while interacting with the chorus[image: External link] and its leader (" coryphaeus[image: External link]"), who were a traditional part of the performance of non-dramatic poetry ( dithyrambic[image: External link], lyric[image: External link] and epic[image: External link]).[13]

Only a small fraction of the work of five dramatists, however, has survived to this day: we have a small number of complete texts by the tragedians Aeschylus[image: External link], Sophocles[image: External link] and Euripides[image: External link], and the comic writers Aristophanes[image: External link] and, from the late 4th century, Menander[image: External link].[14] Aeschylus' historical tragedy The Persians[image: External link] is the oldest surviving drama, although when it won first prize at the City Dionysia[image: External link] competition in 472 BCE, he had been writing plays for more than 25 years.[15] The competition (" agon[image: External link]") for tragedies may have begun as early as 534 BCE; official records ("didaskaliai") begin from 501 BCE when the satyr play[image: External link] was introduced.[16] Tragic dramatists were required to present a tetralogy[image: External link] of plays (though the individual works were not necessarily connected by story or theme), which usually consisted of three tragedies and one satyr play (though exceptions were made, as with Euripides' Alcestis[image: External link] in 438 BCE). Comedy[image: External link] was officially recognized with a prize in the competition from 487 to 486 BCE.

Five comic dramatists competed at the City Dionysia[image: External link] (though during the Peloponnesian War[image: External link] this may have been reduced to three), each offering a single comedy.[17] Ancient Greek comedy[image: External link] is traditionally divided between "old comedy" (5th century BCE), "middle comedy" (4th century BCE) and "new comedy" (late 4th century to 2nd BCE).[18]
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Main article: Theatre of ancient Rome[image: External link]


Following the expansion of the Roman Republic[image: External link] (509–27 BCE) into several Greek territories between 270–240 BCE, Rome encountered Greek drama[image: External link].[19] From the later years of the republic and by means of the Roman Empire[image: External link] (27 BCE-476 CE), theatre spread west across Europe, around the Mediterranean and reached England; Roman theatre[image: External link] was more varied, extensive and sophisticated than that of any culture before it.[20]

While Greek drama continued to be performed throughout the Roman period, the year 240 BCE marks the beginning of regular Roman drama[image: External link].[21] From the beginning of the empire, however, interest in full-length drama declined in favour of a broader variety of theatrical entertainments.[22] The first important works of Roman literature[image: External link] were the tragedies[image: External link] and comedies[image: External link] that Livius Andronicus[image: External link] wrote from 240 BCE.[23] Five years later, Gnaeus Naevius[image: External link] also began to write drama.[23] No plays from either writer have survived. While both dramatists composed in both genres[image: External link], Andronicus was most appreciated for his tragedies and Naevius for his comedies; their successors tended to specialise in one or the other, which led to a separation of the subsequent development of each type of drama.[23]

By the beginning of the 2nd century BCE, drama was firmly established in Rome and a guild[image: External link] of writers (collegium poetarum) had been formed.[24] The Roman comedies that have survived are all fabula palliata[image: External link] (comedies based on Greek subjects) and come from two dramatists: Titus Maccius Plautus[image: External link] (Plautus) and Publius Terentius Afer[image: External link] (Terence).[25] In re-working the Greek originals, the Roman comic dramatists abolished the role of the chorus[image: External link] in dividing the drama into episodes[image: External link] and introduced musical accompaniment to its dialogue[image: External link] (between one-third of the dialogue in the comedies of Plautus and two-thirds in those of Terence).[26] The action of all scenes is set in the exterior location of a street and its complications often follow from eavesdropping[image: External link].[26]

Plautus, the more popular of the two, wrote between 205 and 184 BCE and twenty of his comedies survive, of which his farces[image: External link] are best known; he was admired for the wit[image: External link] of his dialogue and his use of a variety of poetic meters[image: External link].[27] All of the six comedies that Terence wrote between 166 and 160 BCE have survived; the complexity of his plots, in which he often combined several Greek originals, was sometimes denounced, but his double-plots enabled a sophisticated presentation of contrasting human behaviour.[27] No early Roman tragedy survives, though it was highly regarded in its day; historians know of three early tragedians—Quintus Ennius[image: External link], Marcus Pacuvius[image: External link], and Lucius Accius[image: External link].[26]

From the time of the empire, the work of two tragedians survives—one is an unknown author, while the other is the Stoic philosopher[image: External link] Seneca[image: External link].[28] Nine of Seneca's tragedies survive, all of which are fabula crepidata (tragedies adapted from Greek originals); his Phaedra[image: External link], for example, was based on Euripides[image: External link]' Hippolytus[image: External link].[29] Historians do not know who wrote the only extant[image: External link] example of the fabula praetexta (tragedies based on Roman subjects), Octavia[image: External link], but in former times it was mistakenly attributed to Seneca due to his appearance as a character[image: External link] in the tragedy.[28]
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Main article: Medieval theatre[image: External link]


Beginning in the early Middle Ages[image: External link], churches staged dramatised versions of biblical events, known as liturgical dramas[image: External link], to enliven annual celebrations.[30] The earliest example is the Easter[image: External link] trope Whom do you Seek? (Quem-Quaeritis) (c. 925).[31] Two groups would sing responsively in Latin[image: External link], though no impersonation of characters[image: External link] was involved. By the 11th century, it had spread through Europe to Russia[image: External link], Scandinavia[image: External link], and Italy[image: External link]; only Muslim-occupied Spain[image: External link] was excluded.

In the 10th century, Hrosvitha[image: External link] wrote six plays in Latin modeled on Terence[image: External link]'s comedies, but which treated religious subjects.[32] Her plays are the first known to be composed by a female dramatist and the first identifiable Western drama of the post-Classical era.[32] Later, Hildegard of Bingen[image: External link] wrote a musical[image: External link] drama, Ordo Virtutum (c. 1155).[32]

One of the most famous of the early secular[image: External link] plays is the courtly pastoral[image: External link] Robin and Marion[image: External link], written in the 13th century in French by Adam de la Halle[image: External link].[33] The Interlude of the Student and the Girl[image: External link] (c. 1300), one of the earliest known in English, seems to be the closest in tone and form to the contemporaneous French farces[image: External link], such as The Boy and the Blind Man[image: External link].[34]

A large number of plays survive from France[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link] in the late Middle Ages[image: External link], when some type of religious drama was performed in nearly every European country. Many of these plays contained comedy[image: External link], devils[image: External link], villains[image: External link], and clowns[image: External link].[35] In England, trade guilds began to perform vernacular[image: External link] "mystery plays[image: External link]," which were composed of long cycles of a large number of playlets or "pageants," of which four are extant[image: External link]: York[image: External link] (48 plays), Chester[image: External link] (24), Wakefield[image: External link] (32) and the so-called " N-Town[image: External link]" (42). The Second Shepherds' Play[image: External link] from the Wakefield cycle is a farcical story of a stolen sheep that its protagonist[image: External link], Mak, tries to pass off as his new-born child asleep in a crib; it ends when the shepherds from whom he has stolen are summoned to the Nativity of Jesus[image: External link].[36]

Morality plays[image: External link] (a modern term) emerged as a distinct dramatic form around 1400 and flourished in the early Elizabethan era[image: External link] in England. Characters were often used to represent different ethical ideals. Everyman[image: External link], for example, includes such figures as Good Deeds, Knowledge and Strength, and this characterisation reinforces the conflict between good and evil for the audience. The Castle of Perseverance[image: External link] (c. 1400—1425) depicts an archetypal figure's progress from birth through to death. Horestes[image: External link] (c. 1567), a late "hybrid morality" and one of the earliest examples of an English revenge play[image: External link], brings together the classical story of Orestes[image: External link] with a Vice[image: External link] from the medieval allegorical[image: External link] tradition, alternating comic, slapstick[image: External link] scenes with serious, tragic[image: External link] ones.[37] Also important in this period were the folk dramas of the Mummers Play[image: External link], performed during the Christmas[image: External link] season. Court masques[image: External link] were particularly popular during the reign of Henry VIII[image: External link].[38]
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Main article: English Renaissance theatre[image: External link]


One of the great flowerings of drama in England[image: External link] occurred in the 16th and 17th centuries. Many of these plays were written in verse, particularly iambic pentameter[image: External link]. In addition to Shakespeare, such authors as Christopher Marlowe[image: External link], Thomas Middleton[image: External link], and Ben Jonson[image: External link] were prominent playwrights during this period. As in the medieval period[image: External link], historical plays celebrated the lives of past kings, enhancing the image of the Tudor[image: External link] monarchy. Authors of this period drew some of their storylines from Greek mythology[image: External link] and Roman mythology[image: External link] or from the plays of eminent Roman playwrights such as Plautus[image: External link] and Terence[image: External link].
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Main article: Restoration comedy[image: External link]


Restoration comedy[image: External link] refers to English comedies written and performed in England during the Restoration[image: External link] period from 1660 to 1710. Comedy of manners[image: External link] is used as a synonym of Restoration comedy.[39] After public theatre had been banned[image: External link] by the Puritan[image: External link] regime, the re-opening of the theatres in 1660 with the Restoration of Charles II[image: External link] signalled a renaissance of English drama[image: External link].[40] Restoration comedy is known for its sexual[image: External link] explicitness, urbane, cosmopolitan wit[image: External link], up-to-the-minute topical writing, and crowded and bustling plots. Its dramatists stole freely from the contemporary French and Spanish stage, from English Jacobean[image: External link] and Caroline[image: External link] plays, and even from Greek[image: External link] and Roman[image: External link] classical[image: External link] comedies, combining the various plotlines in adventurous ways. Resulting differences of tone in a single play were appreciated rather than frowned on, as the audience prized "variety" within as well as between plays. Restoration comedy peaked twice. The genre came to spectacular maturity in the mid-1670s with an extravaganza of aristocratic[image: External link] comedies. Twenty lean years followed this short golden age, although the achievement of the first professional female playwright, Aphra Behn[image: External link], in the 1680s is an important exception. In the mid-1690s, a brief second Restoration comedy renaissance arose, aimed at a wider audience. The comedies of the golden 1670s and 1690s peak times are significantly different from each other.

The unsentimental or "hard" comedies of John Dryden[image: External link], William Wycherley[image: External link], and George Etherege[image: External link] reflected the atmosphere at Court and celebrated with frankness an aristocratic macho[image: External link] lifestyle of unremitting sexual intrigue and conquest. The Earl of Rochester[image: External link], real-life Restoration rake, courtier and poet, is flatteringly portrayed in Etherege's The Man of Mode[image: External link] (1676) as a riotous, witty, intellectual, and sexually irresistible aristocrat, a template for posterity's idea of the glamorous Restoration rake[image: External link] (actually never a very common character in Restoration comedy). The single play that does most to support the charge of obscenity[image: External link] levelled then and now at Restoration comedy is probably Wycherley's masterpiece The Country Wife[image: External link] (1675), whose title contains a lewd[image: External link] pun[image: External link] and whose notorious "china scene" is a series of sustained double entendres[image: External link].[41]

During the second wave of Restoration comedy in the 1690s, the "softer" comedies of William Congreve[image: External link] and John Vanbrugh[image: External link] set out to appeal to more socially diverse audience with a strong middle-class element, as well as to female spectators. The comic focus shifts from young lovers outwitting the older generation to the vicissitudes of marital relations. In Congreve's Love for Love[image: External link] (1695) and The Way of the World[image: External link] (1700), the give-and-take set pieces of couples testing their attraction for one another have mutated into witty prenuptial debates on the eve of marriage, as in the latter's famous "Proviso" scene. Vanbrugh's The Provoked Wife[image: External link] (1697) has a light touch and more humanly recognisable characters, while The Relapse[image: External link] (1696) has been admired for its throwaway wit and the characterisation of Lord Foppington, an extravagant and affected burlesque[image: External link] fop[image: External link] with a dark side.[42] The tolerance for Restoration comedy even in its modified form was running out by the end of the 17th century, as public opinion turned to respectability and seriousness even faster than the playwrights did.[43] At the much-anticipated all-star première in 1700 of The Way of the World, Congreve's first comedy for five years, the audience showed only moderate enthusiasm for that subtle and almost melancholy work. The comedy of sex and wit was about to be replaced by sentimental comedy[image: External link] and the drama of exemplary morality.
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The pivotal and innovative contributions of the 19th-century[image: External link] Norwegian dramatist Henrik Ibsen[image: External link] and the 20th-century[image: External link] German theatre practitioner[image: External link] Bertolt Brecht[image: External link] dominate modern drama; each inspired a tradition of imitators, which include many of the greatest playwrights of the modern era.[44] The works of both playwrights are, in their different ways, both modernist[image: External link] and realist[image: External link], incorporating formal experimentation[image: External link], meta-theatricality[image: External link], and social critique[image: External link].[45] In terms of the traditional theoretical discourse of genre, Ibsen's work has been described as the culmination of "liberal tragedy[image: External link]", while Brecht's has been aligned with an historicised[image: External link] comedy.[46]

Other important playwrights of the modern era include Antonin Artaud, August Strindberg[image: External link], Anton Chekhov[image: External link], Frank Wedekind[image: External link], Maurice Maeterlinck[image: External link], Federico García Lorca[image: External link], Eugene O'Neill[image: External link], Luigi Pirandello[image: External link], George Bernard Shaw[image: External link], Ernst Toller[image: External link], Vladimir Mayakovsky[image: External link], Arthur Miller[image: External link], Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Jean Genet[image: External link], Eugène Ionesco[image: External link], Samuel Beckett[image: External link], Harold Pinter[image: External link], Friedrich Dürrenmatt[image: External link], Dario Fo[image: External link], Heiner Müller[image: External link], and Caryl Churchill[image: External link].
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Main article: Theatre in India[image: External link]


The earliest form of Indian[image: External link] drama was the Sanskrit drama[image: External link].[47] Between the 1st century CE and the 10th was a period of relative peace in the history of India[image: External link] during which hundreds of modern plays were written.[48] With the Islamic conquests[image: External link] that began in the 10th and 11th centuries, theatre was discouraged or forbidden entirely.[49] Later, in an attempt to re-assert indigenous values and ideas, village theatre was encouraged across the subcontinent, developing in a large number of regional languages from the 15th to the 19th centuries.[50] Modern Indian theatre developed during the period of colonial rule[image: External link] under the British Empire[image: External link], from the mid-19th century until the mid-20th.[51]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sanskrit theatre




Main article: Sanskrit drama[image: External link]


The earliest-surviving fragments of Sanskrit drama[image: External link] date from the 1st century CE.[52] The wealth of archeological evidence from earlier periods offers no indication of the existence of a tradition of theatre.[53] The ancient Vedas[image: External link] ( hymns[image: External link] from between 1500 and 1000 BCE that are among the earliest examples of literature[image: External link] in the world) contain no hint of it (although a small number are composed in a form of dialogue[image: External link]) and the rituals[image: External link] of the Vedic period[image: External link] do not appear to have developed into theatre.[53] The Mahābhāṣya[image: External link] by Patañjali[image: External link] contains the earliest reference to what may have been the seeds of Sanskrit drama.[54] This treatise on grammar[image: External link] from 140 BCE provides a feasible date for the beginnings of theatre in India[image: External link].[54]

The major source of evidence for Sanskrit theatre is A Treatise on Theatre[image: External link] (Nātyaśāstra), a compendium whose date of composition is uncertain (estimates range from 200 BCE to 200 CE) and whose authorship is attributed to Bharata Muni[image: External link]. The Treatise is the most complete work of dramaturgy in the ancient world. It addresses acting[image: External link], dance[image: External link], music[image: External link], dramatic construction[image: External link], architecture, costuming[image: External link], make-up[image: External link], props[image: External link], the organisation of companies, the audience, competitions, and offers a mythological[image: External link] account of the origin of theatre.[54]

Its drama is regarded as the highest achievement of Sanskrit literature[image: External link].[55] It utilised stock characters[image: External link], such as the hero (nayaka), heroine (nayika), or clown (vidusaka). Actors may have specialised in a particular type. It was patronized by the kings as well as village assemblies. Famous early playwrights include Bhasa[image: External link], Kalidasa[image: External link] (famous for Vikrama and Urvashi[image: External link], Malavika and Agnimitra[image: External link], and The Recognition of Shakuntala[image: External link]), Śudraka[image: External link] (famous for The Little Clay Cart[image: External link]), Asvaghosa[image: External link], Daṇḍin[image: External link], and Emperor Harsha[image: External link] (famous for Nagananda[image: External link], Ratnavali[image: External link], and Priyadarsika[image: External link]). Śakuntalā[image: External link] (in English translation) influenced Goethe's[image: External link] Faust[image: External link] (1808–1832).[55]
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Rabindranath Tagore was a pioneering modern playwright who wrote plays noted for their exploration and questioning of nationalism, identity, spiritualism and material greed.[56] His plays are written in Bengali[image: External link] and include Chitra (Chitrangada, 1892), The King of the Dark Chamber (Raja, 1910), The Post Office[image: External link] (Dakghar, 1913), and Red Oleander (Raktakarabi, 1924).[56] Girish Karnad is a noted playwright, who has written a number of plays that use history and mythology, to critique and problematize ideas and ideals that are of contemporary relevance. Karnad's numerous plays such as Tughlaq, Hayavadana, Taledanda[image: External link], and Naga-Mandala are significant contributions to Indian drama. Vijay Tendulkar[image: External link] and Mahesh Dattani[image: External link] are amongst the major Indian playwrights of the 20th century. Mohan Rakesh in Hindi and Danish Iqbal in Urdu are considered architects of new age Drama. Mohan Rakesh's Aadhe Adhoore and Danish Iqbal's 'Dara Shikoh' are considered modern classics.
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Urdu Drama evolved from the prevailing dramatic traditions of North India shaping Rahas or Raas as practiced by exponents like Nawab Wajid Ali Shah[image: External link] of Awadh[image: External link]. His dramatic experiments led to the famous Inder Sabha[image: External link] of Amanat[image: External link] and later this tradition took the shape of Parsi Theatre. Agha Hashr Kashmiri is the culmination of this tradition.

In some way or other, Urdu theatre tradition has greatly influenced modern Indian theatre[image: External link]. Among all the languages Urdu[image: External link] (which was called Hindi[image: External link] by early writers), along with Gujrati[image: External link], Marathi[image: External link], and Bengali[image: External link] theatres have kept flourishing and demand for its writers and artists has not subsided by the drama aficionados. For Urdu drama, no place is better than Bombay Film industry otherwise known as Hindi film industry[image: External link]. All the early gems of Urdu Theatre (performed by Parsi Companies) were made into films. Urdu Dramatic tradition has been a spectator’s delight since 100 years and counting.

Drama as a theme is made up of several elements. It focuses on life and different aspects of it. The thing to be noticed here is that drama on stage imitates drama in life. It has been said that there has always been a mutual relationship between theatre and real life. Great historical personalities like Shakespeare have influenced Modern Urdu tradition to a large extent when Indian, Iranian, Turkish stories and folk was adapted for stage with heavy doses of Urdu poetry[image: External link]. In modern times writers like Imtiaz Ali Taj[image: External link], Rafi Peer, Krishan Chander[image: External link], Manto[image: External link], Upender Nath Ashk, Ghulam Rabbani, Prof. Mujeeb and many others shaped this tradition.

While Prof Hasan, Ghulam Jeelani, J.N,Kaushal, Shameem Hanfi, Jameel Shaidayi, etc. belong to the old generation, contemporary writers like Danish Iqbal, Sayeed Alam, Shahid Anwar, Iqbal Niyazi, and Anwar are a few postmodern[image: External link] playwrights actively contributing in the field of Urdu Drama.

Sayeed Alam is known for his wit and humour and more particularly for Plays like 'Ghalib in New Delhi', 'Big B' and many other gems which are regularly staged for massive turn out of theatre lovers. Maulana Azad is his magnum opus both for its content and style.

Danish Iqbal's play about 'Dara Shikoh[image: External link]' directed by M. S. Sathyu[image: External link] is considered a modern classic for the use of newer theatre techniques and contemporary perspective. His other plays are ' Sahir[image: External link]' on the famous lyricist and revolutionary poet. 'Kuchh Ishq kiya Kuchh Kaam' is another play written by Danish which is basically a Celebration of the Faiz[image: External link]'s poetry, featuring events from the early part of his life, particularly the events and incidents of pre-partition days which shaped his life and ideals. 'Chand Roz Aur Meri Jaan' – another play inspired from Faiz's letters written from various jails during the Rawalpindi Conspiracy[image: External link] days. He has written 14 other plays including 'Dilli Jo Ek Shehr Thaa' and 'Main Gaya Waqt Nahin hoon'. Shahid's 'Three B' is also a significant play. He has been associated with many groups like 'Natwa' and others. Zaheer Anwar has kept the flag of Urdu theatre flying in Kolkata[image: External link]. Unlike the writers of previous generation Sayeed, Shahid, Danish Iqbal and Zaheer do not write bookish plays but their work is a product of vigorous performing tradition. Iqbal Niyazi of Mumbai[image: External link] has written several plays in Urdu, his play "AUR KITNE JALYANWALA BAUGH?" won a National award other awards. Hence this is the only generation after Amanat and Agha Hashr who actually write for stage and not for libraries.
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Main article: Theatre of China[image: External link]


Chinese theatre has a long and complex history. Today it is often called Chinese opera[image: External link] although this normally refers specifically to the popular form known as Beijing opera[image: External link] and Kunqu[image: External link]; there have been many other forms of theatre in China, such as zaju[image: External link].
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Main article: Theatre of Japan[image: External link]


Japanese Nō drama[image: External link] is a serious dramatic form that combines drama, music, and dance into a complete aesthetic performance experience. It developed in the 14th and 15th centuries and has its own musical instruments and performance techniques, which were often handed down from father to son. The performers were generally male (for both male and female roles), although female amateurs also perform Nō dramas. Nō drama was supported by the government, and particularly the military, with many military commanders having their own troupes and sometimes performing themselves. It is still performed in Japan today.[57]

Kyōgen[image: External link] is the comic counterpart to Nō drama. It concentrates more on dialogue and less on music, although Nō instrumentalists sometimes appear also in Kyōgen. Kabuki[image: External link] drama, developed from the 17th century, is another comic form, which includes dance.
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Western opera[image: External link] is a dramatic art form that arose during the Renaissance[image: External link] in an attempt to revive the classical Greek drama[image: External link] in which dialogue, dance, and song were combined. Being strongly intertwined with western classical music[image: External link], the opera has undergone enormous changes in the past four centuries and it is an important form of theatre until this day. Noteworthy is the major influence of the German 19th-century composer Richard Wagner[image: External link] on the opera tradition. In his view, there was no proper balance between music and theatre in the operas of his time, because the music seemed to be more important than the dramatic aspects in these works. To restore the connection with the classical drama, he entirely renewed the operatic form to emphasize the equal importance of music and drama in works that he called "music dramas[image: External link]".

Chinese opera[image: External link] has seen a more conservative development over a somewhat longer period of time.
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Main article: Pantomime[image: External link]


Pantomime[image: External link] (informally panto),[58] is a type of musical comedy[image: External link] stage production, designed for family entertainment. It was developed in England and is still performed throughout the United Kingdom, generally during the Christmas and New Year season and, to a lesser extent, in other English-speaking countries. Modern pantomime includes songs, gags, slapstick comedy and dancing, employs gender-crossing actors, and combines topical humour with a story loosely based on a well-known fairy tale, fable or folk tale[image: External link].[59][60] It is a participatory form of theatre, in which the audience is expected to sing along with certain parts of the music and shout out phrases to the performers.

These stories follow in the tradition of fables[image: External link] and folk tales[image: External link]. Usually, there is a lesson learned, and with some help from the audience, the hero/heroine saves the day. This kind of play uses stock characters[image: External link] seen in masque and again commedia dell'arte[image: External link], these characters include the villain (doctore), the clown/servant (Arlechino/Harlequin/buttons), the lovers etc. These plays usually have an emphasis on moral dilemmas[image: External link], and good always triumphs over evil, this kind of play is also very entertaining making it a very effective way of reaching many people.

Pantomime has a long theatrical history in Western culture dating back to classical theatre. It developed partly from the 16th century commedia dell'arte[image: External link] tradition of Italy, as well as other European and British stage traditions, such as 17th-century masques[image: External link] and music hall[image: External link].[59] An important part of the pantomime, until the late 19th century, was the harlequinade[image: External link].[61] Outside Britain the word "pantomime" is usually used to mean miming[image: External link], rather than the theatrical form discussed here.[62]
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Mime[image: External link] is a theatrical medium where the action of a story is told through the movement of the body, without the use of speech. Performance of mime occurred in Ancient Greece[image: External link], and the word is taken from a single masked dancer called Pantomimus, although their performances were not necessarily silent.[63] In Medieval[image: External link] Europe, early forms of mime, such as mummer plays[image: External link] and later dumbshows[image: External link], evolved. In the early nineteenth century Paris[image: External link], Jean-Gaspard Deburau[image: External link] solidified the many attributes that we have come to know in modern times, including the silent figure in whiteface.[64]

Jacques Copeau[image: External link], strongly influenced by Commedia dell'arte[image: External link] and Japanese Noh[image: External link] theatre, used masks in the training of his actors. Étienne Decroux[image: External link], a pupil of his, was highly influenced by this and started exploring and developing the possibilities of mime and refined corporeal mime[image: External link] into a highly sculptural form, taking it outside of the realms of naturalism[image: External link]. Jacques Lecoq[image: External link] contributed significantly to the development of mime and physical theatre[image: External link] with his training methods.[65]
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Creative drama includes dramatic activities and games used primarily in educational settings with children. Its roots in the United States began in the early 1900s. Winifred Ward[image: External link] is considered to be the founder of creative drama in education, establishing the first academic use of drama in Evanston, Illinois.[66]
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^ Elam (1980, 98).


	
^ Francis Fergusson[image: External link] writes that "a drama, as distinguished from a lyric[image: External link], is not primarily a composition in the verbal medium; the words[image: External link] result, as one might put it, from the underlying structure of incident[image: External link] and character[image: External link]. As Aristotle[image: External link] remarks, 'the poet, or "maker" should be the maker of plots[image: External link] rather than of verses; since he is a poet because he imiates[image: External link], and what he imitates are actions[image: External link]'" (1949, 8).


	
^ Wickham (1959, 32—41; 1969, 133; 1981, 68—69). The sense of the creator of plays as a "maker" rather than a "writer" is preserved in the word " playwright[image: External link]." The Theatre[image: External link], one of the first purpose-built playhouses in London, was "a self-conscious latinism to describe one particular playhouse" rather than a term for the buildings in general (1967, 133). The word 'dramatist' "was at that time still unknown in the English language" (1981, 68).


	
^ Banham (1998, 894–900).


	
^ Pfister (1977, 11).


	
^ Fergusson (1949, 2–3).


	
^ Burt (2008).


	
^ See the entries for "opera", "musical theatre, American", "melodrama" and "Nō" in Banham (1998).


	
^ Manfred[image: External link] by Byron[image: External link], for example, is a good example of a "dramatic poem[image: External link]." See the entry on "Byron (George George)" in Banham (1998).


	
^ Some forms of improvisation, notably the Commedia dell'arte[image: External link], improvise on the basis of 'lazzi' or rough outlines of scenic action (see Gordon (1983) and Duchartre (1929)). All forms of improvisation take their cue from their immediate response to one another, their characters' situations (which are sometimes established in advance), and, often, their interaction with the audience. The classic formulations of improvisation in the theatre originated with Joan Littlewood[image: External link] and Keith Johnstone[image: External link] in the UK and Viola Spolin[image: External link] in the USA; see Johnstone (1981) and Spolin (1963).


	
^ Brown (1998, 441), Cartledge (1997, 3–5), Goldhill (1997, 54), and Ley (2007, 206). Taxidou notes that "most scholars now call 'Greek' tragedy 'Athenian' tragedy, which is historically correct" (2004, 104). Brown writes that ancient Greek drama[image: External link] "was essentially the creation of classical Athens[image: External link]: all the dramatists who were later regarded as classics were active at Athens in the 5th and 4th centuries BCE (the time of the Athenian democracy[image: External link]), and all the surviving plays date from this period" (1998, 441). "The dominant culture of Athens in the fifth century[image: External link]", Goldhill writes, "can be said to have invented theatre[image: External link]" (1997, 54).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 13–15) and Banham (1998, 441–447).


	
^ Banham (1998, 441–444). For more information on these ancient Greek dramatists, see the articles categorised under "Ancient Greek dramatists and playwrights" in Wikipedia[image: External link].


	
^ The theory that Prometheus Bound[image: External link] was not written by Aeschylus[image: External link] would bring this number to six dramatists whose work survives.


	
^ Banham (1998, 8) and Brockett and Hildy (2003, 15–16).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 13, 15) and Banham (1998, 442).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 18) and Banham (1998, 444–445).


	
^ Banham (1998, 444–445).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 43).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 36, 47).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 43). For more information on the ancient Roman dramatists, see the articles categorised under "Ancient Roman dramatists and playwrights" in Wikipedia[image: External link].


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 46–47).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 47).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 47–48).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 48–49).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 49).


	
^ a b Brockett and Hildy (2003, 48).


	
^ a b Brockett and Hildy (2003, 50).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 49–50).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 76, 78). Many churches would have only performed one or two liturgical dramas[image: External link] per year and a larger number never performed any at all.


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 76).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 77).


	
^ Wickham (1981, 191; 1987, 141).


	
^ Bevington (1962, 9, 11, 38, 45), Dillon (2006, 213), and Wickham (1976, 195; 1981, 189–190). In Early English Stages (1981), Wickham points to the existence of The Interlude of the Student and the Girl[image: External link] as evidence that the old-fashioned view that comedy[image: External link] began in England in the 1550s with Gammer Gurton's Needle[image: External link] and Ralph Roister Doister[image: External link] is mistaken, ignoring as it does a rich tradition of medieval comic drama[image: External link]; see Wickham (1981, 178).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 86)


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 97).


	
^ Spivack (1958, 251-303), Bevington (1962, 58-61, 81-82, 87, 183), and Weimann (1978, 155).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 101-103).


	
^ George Henry Nettleton, Arthur British dramatists from Dryden to Sheridan[image: External link] p.149


	
^ Hatch, Mary Jo (2009). The Three Faces of Leadership: Manager, Artist, Priest. John Wiley & Sons. p. 47.


	
^ The "China scene" from Wycherley's play[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]


	
^ The Provoked Wife is something of a Restoration problem play[image: External link] in its attention to the subordinate legal position of married women and the complexities of "divorce" and separation, issues that had been highlighted in the mid-1690s by some notorious cases before the House of Lords[image: External link].


	
^ Interconnected causes for this shift in taste were demographic[image: External link] change, the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688, William's and Mary's[image: External link] dislike of the theatre, and the lawsuits brought against playwrights by the Society for the Reformation of Manners[image: External link] (founded in 1692). When Jeremy Collier[image: External link] attacked Congreve and Vanbrugh in his Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage[image: External link] in 1698, he was confirming a shift in audience taste that had already taken place.


	
^ Williams (1993, 25–26) and Moi (2006, 17). Moi writes that "Ibsen is the most important playwright writing after Shakespeare. He is the founder of modern theater. His plays are world classics, staged on every continent, and studied in classrooms everywhere. In any given year, there are hundreds of Ibsen productions in the world." Ibsenites include George Bernard Shaw[image: External link] and Arthur Miller[image: External link]; Brechtians include Dario Fo[image: External link], Joan Littlewood[image: External link], W. H. Auden[image: External link] Peter Weiss[image: External link], Heiner Müller[image: External link], Peter Hacks[image: External link], Tony Kushner[image: External link], Caryl Churchill[image: External link], John Arden[image: External link], Howard Brenton[image: External link], Edward Bond[image: External link], and David Hare[image: External link].


	
^ Moi (2006, 1, 23–26). Taxidou writes: "It is probably historically more accurate, although methodologically less satisfactory, to read the Naturalist movement in the theatre[image: External link] in conjunction with the more anti-illusionist aesthetics of the theatres of the same period. These interlock and overlap in all sorts of complicated ways, even when they are vehemently denouncing each other (perhaps particularly when) in the favoured mode of the time, the manifesto" (2007, 58).


	
^ Williams (1966) and Wright (1989).


	
^ Richmond, Swann, and Zarrilli (1993, 12).


	
^ Brandon (1997, 70) and Richmond (1998, 516).


	
^ Brandon (1997, 72) and Richmond (1998, 516).


	
^ Brandon (1997, 72), Richmond (1998, 516), and Richmond, Swann, and Zarrilli (1993, 12).


	
^ Richmond (1998, 516) and Richmond, Swann, and Zarrilli (1993, 13).


	
^ Brandon (1981, xvii) and Richmond (1998, 516–517).


	
^ a b Richmond (1998, 516).


	
^ a b c Richmond (1998, 517).


	
^ a b Brandon (1981, xvii).


	
^ a b Banham (1998, 1051).


	
^ "Background to Noh-Kyogen"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2005-07-15. Retrieved 2013-02-27.


	
^ Lawner, p. 16


	
^ a b Reid-Walsh, Jacqueline. "Pantomime", The Oxford Encyclopedia of Children's Literature, Jack Zipes (ed.), Oxford University Press (2006), ISBN[image: External link] 9780195146561[image: External link]


	
^ Mayer (1969), p. 6


	
^ "The History of Pantomime"[image: External link], It's-Behind-You.com, 2002, accessed 10 February 2013


	
^ Webster's New World Dictionary[image: External link], World Publishing Company, 2nd College Edition, 1980, p. 1027


	
^ Gutzwiller (2007).


	
^ Rémy (1954).


	
^ Callery (2001).


	
^ Ehrlich (1974, 75–80).
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Black Comedy






For other uses, see Black comedy (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Black humor" redirects here. For the Italian/Spanish film, see Black Humor (film)[image: External link].

"Dark comedy" redirects here. For the album by Open Mike Eagle, see Dark Comedy (album)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Black sitcom[image: External link].

Black comedy or dark comedy is a comic style that makes light of subject matter that is generally considered taboo. Literary critics have associated black comedy and black humor with authors as early as the ancient Greeks with Aristophanes[image: External link].[1] Black comedy corresponds to the earlier concept of gallows humor[image: External link].[2][3][4][5][6][7]
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 Origin of the term




The term black humor (from the French humour noir) was coined by the Surrealist[image: External link] theorist André Breton[image: External link] in 1935 while interpreting the writings of Jonathan Swift[image: External link].[8][9] Breton's preference was to identify some of Swift's writings as a subgenre of comedy[image: External link] and satire[image: External link][10][11] in which laughter arises from cynicism[image: External link] and skepticism[image: External link],[8][12] often relying on topics such as death.[13][14] Scholars have associated black humor with authors as early as the ancient Greeks with Aristophanes[image: External link].[1]

Breton coined the term for his book Anthology of Black Humor[image: External link] (Anthologie de l'humour noir), in which he credited Jonathan Swift[image: External link] as the originator of black humor and gallows humor, and included excerpts from 45 other writers. Breton included both examples in which the wit arises from a victim with which the audience empathizes, as is more typical in the tradition of gallows humor, and examples in which the comedy is used to mock the victim. This victim's suffering is trivialized, which leads to sympathizing with the victimizer, as analogously found in the social commentary and social criticism of the writings of Sade[image: External link]. Black humor is also occasionally related to that of the grotesque[image: External link] genre.[15]

Breton identified Swift as the originator of black humor and gallows humor, particularly in his pieces Directions to Servants (1731), A Modest Proposal[image: External link] (1729), A Meditation Upon a Broom-Stick[image: External link] (1710), and a few aphorisms[image: External link].[9][12]

The terms black comedy or dark comedy have been later derived as alternatives to Breton's term. In black humor, topics and events that are usually regarded as taboo[image: External link] are treated in an unusually humorous or satirical manner while retaining their seriousness; the intent of black comedy, therefore, is often for the audience to experience both laughter and discomfort, sometimes simultaneously.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Bruce Jay Friedman[image: External link], in his anthology entitled Black Humor, imported the concept of black comedy to the United States. He labeled many different authors and works with the idea, arguing that they shared the same literary genre. The Friedman label came to prominence in the 1950s and 1960s. Early American writers who employed black humor were Nathanael West[image: External link][16] and Vladimir Nabokov[image: External link].[16] In 1965, a mass-market paperback titled Black Humor was released. It contained work by a variety of authors, which included J.P. Donleavy[image: External link],[6][7] Edward Albee[image: External link],[6][7] Joseph Heller[image: External link],[6][7] Thomas Pynchon[image: External link],[6][7] John Barth[image: External link],[6][7] Vladimir Nabokov[image: External link],[6][7] Bruce Jay Friedman[image: External link][6][7] himself, and Louis-Ferdinand Celine[image: External link].[6][7] This was one of the first American anthologies devoted to the conception of black humor as a literary genre; the publication also sparked nationwide interest in black humor.[7][17] Among the writers labeled as black humorists by journalists and literary critics are Roald Dahl[image: External link],[18] Thomas Pynchon[image: External link],[10] Kurt Vonnegut[image: External link],[10] Warren Zevon[image: External link], John Barth[image: External link],[10] Joseph Heller[image: External link],[10] and Philip Roth[image: External link].[10] The motive for applying the label black humorist to all the writers cited above is that they have written novels, poems, stories, plays, and songs in which profound or horrific events were portrayed in a comic manner.

The purpose of black comedy is to make light of serious and often taboo subject matter; some comedians use it as a tool for exploring vulgar issues, thus provoking discomfort and serious thought as well as amusement in their audience. Popular themes of the genre include violence (murder, abuse, domestic violence, rape, torture, war, genocide, terrorism, corruption), discrimination (chauvinism, racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia), disease (anxiety, depression, suicide, nightmares, drug abuse, mutilation, disability, terminal illness, insanity), sexuality (sodomy, homosexuality, incest, infidelity, fornication), religion and barbarism[image: External link]. Comedians, like Lenny Bruce[image: External link],[11] that since the late 1950s have been labeled for using "sick comedy[image: External link]" by mainstream journalists, have also been labeled with "black comedy".

By contrast, blue comedy[image: External link] focuses more on crude topics such as nudity, sex, and bodily fluids[image: External link]. Although the two are interrelated, black comedy is different from straightforward obscenity[image: External link] in that it is more subtle and does not necessarily have the explicit intention of offending people, but for social criticism or plain humor. In obscene humor[image: External link], much of the humorous element comes from shock and revulsion, while black comedy might include an element of irony[image: External link], or even fatalism[image: External link]. For example, the archetypal black comedy self-mutilation appears in the English novel Tristram Shandy[image: External link]. Tristram, five years old at the time, starts to urinate out of an open window for lack of a chamber pot. The sash falls and circumcises him; his family reacts with both chaotic action and philosophic digression.
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	Cringe comedy[image: External link]

	Comedy horror[image: External link]
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	Off-color humor[image: External link]
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Supernatural






This article is about the philosophical concept. For other uses, see Supernatural (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Paranormal[image: External link] or Supernatural (U.S. TV series)[image: External link].

The supernatural (Medieval Latin[image: External link]: supernātūrālis: supra "above" + naturalis " natural[image: External link]", first used: 1520–1530 AD)[1][2] includes all that cannot be explained by science[image: External link] or the laws of nature, including things characteristic of or relating to ghosts[image: External link], gods, or other types of spirits and other non-material beings[image: External link], or to things beyond nature.[3]

The most simple example of the supernatural is about time and matter. It is logical that all matter in the universe did not come from out of nothing because out of nothing comes only itself or nothing. Therefore, all matter in the universe has always existed, lacks a logical beginning or has already finished an infinity of time and that is a manifestation of the impossible or a supernatural reality and then it is also possible to claim that all matter in the universe did come from nothing when in this case one supernatural reality does not exclude another supernatural reality.
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 Views




See also: Anthropology of religion[image: External link]


The metaphysical[image: External link] considerations of the existence of the supernatural can be difficult to approach as an exercise in philosophy or theology because any dependencies on its antithesis, the natural[image: External link], will ultimately have to be inverted or rejected.

One complicating factor is that there is disagreement about the definition of "natural" and the limits of naturalism[image: External link]. Concepts in the supernatural domain are closely related to concepts in religious[image: External link] spirituality[image: External link] and occultism[image: External link] or spiritualism[image: External link].


For sometimes we use the word nature[image: External link] for that Author of nature whom the schoolmen[image: External link], harshly enough, call natura naturans[image: External link], as when it is said that nature hath made man partly corporeal and partly immaterial[image: External link]. Sometimes we mean by the nature of a thing the essence[image: External link], or that which the schoolmen scruple not to call the quiddity[image: External link] of a thing, namely, the attribute[image: External link] or attributes on whose score it is what it is, whether the thing be corporeal[image: External link] or not, as when we attempt to define the nature of an angle[image: External link], or of a triangle[image: External link], or of a fluid[image: External link] body, as such. Sometimes we take nature for an internal principle of motion[image: External link], as when we say that a stone let fall in the air[image: External link] is by nature carried towards the centre of the earth[image: External link], and, on the contrary, that fire[image: External link] or flame does naturally move upwards toward heaven[image: External link]. Sometimes we understand by nature the established course of things, as when we say that nature makes the night[image: External link] succeed the day[image: External link], nature hath made respiration[image: External link] necessary to the life[image: External link] of men. Sometimes we take nature for an aggregate of powers[image: External link] belonging to a body, especially a living one, as when physicians[image: External link] say that nature is strong or weak or spent, or that in such or such diseases[image: External link] nature left to herself will do the cure[image: External link]. Sometimes we take nature for the universe[image: External link], or system of the corporeal works of God[image: External link], as when it is said of a phoenix[image: External link], or a chimera[image: External link], that there is no such thing in nature, i.e. in the world. And sometimes too, and that most commonly, we would express by nature a semi-deity[image: External link] or other strange kind of being, such as this discourse examines the notion of.



And besides these more absolute acceptions, if I may so call them, of the word nature, it has divers others (more relative), as nature is wont to be set or in opposition[image: External link] or contradistinction to other things, as when we say of a stone when it falls downwards that it does it by a natural motion[image: External link], but that if it be thrown upwards its motion that way is violent. So chemists distinguish vitriol[image: External link] into natural and fictitious, or made by art, i.e. by the intervention of human power or skill; so it is said that water[image: External link], kept suspended in a sucking pump, is not in its natural place, as that is which is stagnant in the well. We say also that wicked men are still in the state of nature, but the regenerate in a state of grace[image: External link]; that cures wrought by medicines[image: External link] are natural operations; but the miraculous[image: External link] ones wrought by Christ[image: External link] and his apostles[image: External link] were supernatural.[4]

— Robert Boyle[image: External link], A Free Enquiry into the Vulgarly Received Notion of Nature



The term "supernatural" is often used interchangeably with paranormal[image: External link] or preternatural[image: External link] — the latter typically limited to an adjective for describing abilities which appear to exceed the bounds of possibility.[5] Epistemologically[image: External link], the relationship between the supernatural and the natural is indistinct in terms of natural phenomena that, ex hypothesi, violate the laws of nature, in so far as such laws are realistically accountable[image: External link].


Parapsychologists use the term psi to refer to an assumed unitary force underlying the phenomena they study. Psi is defined in the Journal of Parapsychology as “a general term used to identify personal factors or processes in nature which transcend accepted laws” (1948: 311) and “which are non-physical[image: External link] in nature” (1962:310), and it is used to cover both extrasensory perception (ESP), an “awareness of or response to an external event or influence not apprehended by sensory means” (1962:309) or inferred from sensory knowledge, and psychokinesis (PK), “the direct influence exerted on a physical system by a subject without any known intermediate energy or instrumentation” (1945:305).[6]

— Michael Winkelman, Current Anthropology



Many supporters of supernatural explanations believe that past, present, and future complexities and mysteries of the universe[image: External link] cannot be explained solely by naturalistic means and argue that it is reasonable to assume that a non-natural entity or entities resolve the unexplained.

Views on the "supernatural" vary, for example it may be seen as:


	
indistinct from nature. From this perspective, some events occur according to the laws of nature[image: External link], and others occur according to a separate set of principles external to known nature. For example, in Scholasticism, it was believed that God was capable of performing any miracle so long as it didn't lead to a logical contradiction[image: External link]. Some religions posit immanent deities, however, and do not have a tradition analogous to the supernatural; some believe that everything anyone experiences occurs by the will ( occasionalism[image: External link]), in the mind ( neoplatonism[image: External link]), or as a part ( nondualism[image: External link]) of a more fundamental divine reality ( platonism[image: External link]).

	
incorrectly attributed to nature. Others believe that all events have natural and only natural causes. They believe that human beings ascribe supernatural attributes to purely natural events, such as lightning[image: External link], rainbows[image: External link], floods[image: External link], and the origin of life[image: External link].[7][8]
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 Philosophy




See also: Naturalism (philosophy)[image: External link]


The supernatural is a feature of the philosophical traditions of Neoplatonism[image: External link][9] and Scholasticism[image: External link].[10] In contrast, the philosophy of Metaphysical naturalism[image: External link] argues for the conclusion that there are no supernatural entities, objects, or powers.
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 Religion




Main article: Magic and religion[image: External link]


Most religions[image: External link] include elements of belief in the supernatural (e.g. miraculous works by recognized Saints[image: External link], the Assumption of Mary[image: External link], etc.) while also often featuring prominently in the study of the paranormal[image: External link] and occultism[image: External link].
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Main article: Supernatural order[image: External link]


In Catholic theology[image: External link], the supernatural order is, according to New Advent[image: External link], defined as "the ensemble of effects exceeding the powers of the created universe and gratuitously produced by God for the purpose of raising the rational creature above its native sphere to a God-like life and destiny."[12] The Modern Catholic Dictionary defines it as "[t]he sum total of heavenly destiny and all the divinely established means of reaching that destiny, which surpass the mere powers and capacities of human nature."[13]
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Main article: Process theology[image: External link]


Process theology is a school of thought influenced by the metaphysical process philosophy[image: External link] of Alfred North Whitehead[image: External link] (1861–1947) and further developed by Charles Hartshorne[image: External link] (1897–2000).


It is not possible, in process metaphysics, to conceive divine activity as a “supernatural” intervention into the “natural” order of events. Process theists usually regard the distinction between the supernatural and the natural as a by-product of the doctrine of creation ex nihilo. In process thought, there is no such thing as a realm of the natural in contrast to that which is supernatural. On the other hand, if “the natural” is defined more neutrally as “what is in the nature of things,” then process metaphysics characterizes the natural as the creative activity of actual entities. In Whitehead's words, “It lies in the nature of things that the many enter into complex unity” (Whitehead 1978, 21). It is tempting to emphasize process theism's denial of the supernatural and thereby highlight what the process God cannot do in comparison to what the traditional God can do (that is, to bring something from nothing). In fairness, however, equal stress should be placed on process theism's denial of the natural (as traditionally conceived) so that one may highlight what the creatures cannot do, in traditional theism, in comparison to what they can do in process metaphysics (that is, to be part creators of the world with God).[14]

— Donald Viney, "Process Theism" in The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
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Horror is a genre[image: External link] of fiction which is intended to, or has the capacity to frighten, scare, disgust, or startle their readers or viewers by inducing feelings of horror and terror[image: External link]. Literary historian J. A. Cuddon[image: External link] has defined the horror story as "a piece of fiction in prose of variable length... which shocks or even frightens the reader, or perhaps induces a feeling of repulsion or loathing".[1] It creates an eerie and frightening atmosphere. Horror is frequently supernatural, though it can be non-supernatural. Often the central menace of a work of horror fiction can be interpreted as a metaphor[image: External link] for the larger fears of a society.
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 History




The genre of horror has ancient origins with roots in folklore[image: External link] and religious traditions, focusing on death[image: External link], the afterlife[image: External link], evil[image: External link], the demonic[image: External link] and the principle of the thing embodied in the person.[2] These were manifested in stories of beings such as witches, vampires[image: External link], werewolves[image: External link] and ghosts[image: External link].
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 Gothic horror in the 18th century




18th century Gothic horror[image: External link] drew on these sources with the seminal and controversial The Castle of Otranto[image: External link] (1764) by Horace Walpole[image: External link]. This marked the first incorporated elements of the supernatural instead of pure realism[image: External link]. In fact, the first edition was published disguised as an actual medieval romance from Italy discovered and republished by a fictitious translator. Once revealed as contemporary, many found it anachronistic[image: External link], reactionary[image: External link], or simply in poor taste — but it proved to be immediately popular. That first novel of Gothic horror inspired such works as Vathek[image: External link] (1786) by William Beckford[image: External link], A Sicilian Romance[image: External link] (1790), The Mysteries of Udolpho[image: External link] (1794) and The Italian[image: External link] (1796) by Ann Radcliffe[image: External link] and The Monk[image: External link] (1797) by Matthew Lewis[image: External link]. A significant amount of horror fiction of this era was written by women and marketed at a female audience, a typical scenario being a resourceful female protagonist[image: External link] menaced in a gloomy castle.[3]
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 Horror in the 19th century




The Gothic tradition blossomed into the genre modern readers call horror literature in the 19th century. Influential works and characters that continue resonating with film and cinema today saw their genesis in such works as Mary Shelley[image: External link]'s Frankenstein[image: External link] (1818), the works of Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], the works of Sheridan Le Fanu[image: External link], Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link]'s Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde[image: External link] (1886), Oscar Wilde[image: External link]'s The Picture of Dorian Gray[image: External link] (1890), and Bram Stoker[image: External link]'s Dracula[image: External link] (1897). Each of these novels and novellas[image: External link] created an enduring icon of horror seen in modern re-imaginings on the stage and screen.[4]
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 Horror in the 20th century




The proliferation of cheap periodicals, as early as the turn of the century, led to a boom in horror writing. One writer who specialized in horror fiction for mainstream pulps such as All-Story Magazine[image: External link] was Tod Robbins[image: External link], whose fiction dealt with themes of madness and cruelty.[5][6] Later, specialist publications emerged to give horror writers an outlet, including Weird Tales[image: External link][7] and Unknown Worlds[image: External link].[8]

Influential horror writers of the early 20th century made inroads in these mediums. Particularly, the venerated horror author H. P. Lovecraft[image: External link], and his enduring Cthulhu Mythos[image: External link] pioneered the genre of cosmic horror[image: External link], and M. R. James[image: External link] is credited with redefining the ghost story[image: External link] in that era.

Early cinema was inspired by many aspects of horror literature, and early horror cinema[image: External link] started a strong tradition of horror films and subgenres based on horror fiction that continues to this day. Up until the graphic depictions of violence and gore on the screen commonly associated with the 1960s and 1970s slasher films[image: External link] and splatter films[image: External link], comic books[image: External link] such as those published by EC Comics[image: External link] (famous for series such as Tales From The Crypt[image: External link]) in the 1950s satisfied readers' quests for horror imagery that the silver screen[image: External link] could not provide.[9] This imagery made these comics controversial, and as a consequence they were frequently censored.



Many modern novels claim an early description of the living dead in a precursor to the modern zombie[image: External link] tale, including Dennis Wheatley[image: External link]'s "Strange Conflict" (1941), H.P. Lovecraft[image: External link] stories such as "Cool Air," (1925) "In The Vault," (1926) and "The Outsider," (1926). Richard Matheson[image: External link]'s novel I Am Legend[image: External link] (1954) would also influence an entire genre of apocalyptic zombie fiction emblematic of the films of George A. Romero[image: External link].
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 Contemporary horror fiction




One of the best-known contemporary horror writers is Stephen King[image: External link], known for writing Carrie[image: External link], The Shining[image: External link], It[image: External link], Misery[image: External link] and many more.[10] Beginning in the 1970s, King's stories have managed to attract a large audience, for which he was prized by the U.S. National Book Foundation in 2003.[11] Popular contemporary horror authors include Brian Lumley[image: External link], James Herbert[image: External link], Dean Koontz[image: External link], Clive Barker[image: External link],[12] Ramsey Campbell[image: External link],[13] and Peter Straub[image: External link].

Best-selling book series of contemporary times exist in related genres to horror fiction, such as the werewolf fiction[image: External link] urban fantasy[image: External link] Kitty Norville[image: External link] books from Carrie Vaughn[image: External link], the erotic[image: External link] Gothic fiction[image: External link] of Anne Rice[image: External link], and Goosebumps[image: External link] by R.L. Stine[image: External link]. Elements of the horror genre continue to expand outside the genre. The alternate history[image: External link] of more traditional historical horror in a novel such as The Terror[image: External link] exists on bookstore shelves next to genre mash ups[image: External link] such as Pride and Prejudice and Zombies[image: External link] and the historical fantasy[image: External link] and horror comics[image: External link] such as Hellblazer[image: External link] and Mike Mignola[image: External link]'s Hellboy[image: External link]. Horror serves as one of the central genres in more complex modern works such as Mark Z. Danielewski[image: External link]'s House of Leaves[image: External link], a finalist for the National Book Award[image: External link]. There are also horror novels for teens, such as The Monstrumologist[image: External link] by Rick Yancey[image: External link].
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 Characteristics




One of the defining traits of the genre of horror is that it provokes a response; emotional, psychological[image: External link] or physical, within readers that causes them to react with fear. One of H.P. Lovecraft's most famous quotes about the genre is that: "The oldest and strongest emotion of mankind is fear, and the oldest and strongest kind of fear is fear of the unknown."[14] the first sentence from his seminal essay, "Supernatural Horror in Literature[image: External link]".

In her essay "Elements of Aversion", Elizabeth Barrette articulates the need by some for horror tales in a modern world:


The old "fight or flight" reaction of our evolutionary heritage once played a major role in the life of every human. Our ancestors lived and died by it. Then someone invented the fascinating game of civilization, and things began to calm down. Development pushed wilderness back from settled lands. War, crime, and other forms of social violence came with civilization and humans started preying on each other, but by and large daily life calmed down. We began to feel restless, to feel something missing: the excitement of living on the edge, the tension between hunter and hunted. So we told each other stories through the long, dark nights...when the fires burned low, we did our best to scare the daylights out of each other. The rush of adrenaline feels good. Our hearts pound, our breath quickens, and we can imagine ourselves on the edge. Yet we also appreciate the insightful aspects of horror. Sometimes a story intends to shock and disgust, but the best horror intends to rattle our cages and shake us out of our complacency. It makes us think, forces us to confront ideas we might rather ignore, and challenges preconceptions of all kinds. Horror reminds us that the world is not always as safe as it seems, which exercises our mental muscles and reminds us to keep a little healthy caution close at hand.[15]



In a sense similar to the reason a person seeks out the controlled thrill of a roller coaster[image: External link], readers in the modern era seek out feelings of horror and terror to feel a sense of excitement. However, she adds that horror fiction is one of the few mediums where readers seek out a form of art that forces themselves to confront ideas and images they "might rather ignore ... [to challenge] preconceptions of all kinds."

One can see the confrontation of ideas readers and characters would "rather ignore" throughout literature, in famous moments such as Hamlet[image: External link]'s musings about the skull of Yorick[image: External link] and its implications of the mortality of humanity and the gruesome end that bodies inevitably come to. In horror fiction, the confrontation with the gruesome is often a metaphor[image: External link] for the problems facing the current generation of the author.

Stephanie Demetrakopoulos illustrates a common interpretation of one of the benchmarks of the canon of horror literature.[16] Tina Broussard in an annotated bibliography[image: External link] of Dracula[image: External link] surmises Demetrakopoulos' thesis:


This scholarly journal article explores sexuality in Dracula, including overtones of sexuality in the typical aggressive male and female sexuality which is either reflective of the chaste woman or the sexually aggressive female vampire. Demetrakopoulos suggests Dracula was an outlet for Victorian society, breaking through sexual norms with symbolic group orgies, male desire for sexually aggressive women, denial of motherhood, etc. She highlights ways in which the females defy gender boundaries by embodying masculine traits such as intelligence.[17]



It is a now commonly accepted viewpoint that the horror elements of Dracula[image: External link]'s portrayal of vampirism[image: External link] are metaphors[image: External link] for sexuality in a repressed Victorian era[image: External link].[16] But this is merely one of many interpretations of the metaphor of Dracula. Judith Halberstam postulates many of these in her essay Technologies of Monstrosity: Bram Stoker's Dracula. She writes:


[The] image of dusty and unused gold, coins from many nations and old unworn jewels, immediately connects Dracula to the old money of a corrupt class, to a kind of piracy of nations and to the worst excesses of the aristocracy.[18]



Halberstram articulates a view of Dracula as manifesting the growing perception of the aristocracy[image: External link] as an evil and outdated notion to be defeated. The depiction of a multinational band of protagonists[image: External link] using the latest technologies[image: External link] (such as a telegraph[image: External link]) to quickly share, collate, and act upon new information is what leads to the destruction of the Vampire. This is one of many interpretations of the metaphor of only one central figure of the canon of horror fiction, as over a dozen possible metaphors are referenced in analysis, from the religious to the anti-semitic[image: External link].[19]

Noël Carroll[image: External link]'s Philosophy of Horror postulates that a modern piece of horror fiction's " monster[image: External link]", villain[image: External link], or a more inclusive menace[image: External link] must exhibit the following two traits:


	A menace that is threatening — either physically, psychologically, socially, morally, spiritually, or some combination of the aforementioned.

	A menace that is impure — that violates the generally accepted schemes of cultural categorization. "We consider impure that which is categorically contradictory"[20]
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 Scholarship and criticism




In addition to those essays and articles shown above, scholarship on horror fiction is almost as old as horror fiction itself. In 1826, the gothic novelist Ann Radcliffe[image: External link] published an essay distinguishing two elements of horror fiction, "terror" and "horror." Whereas terror is a feeling of dread that takes place before an event happens, horror is a feeling of revulsion or disgust after an event has happened.[21] Radcliffe describes terror as that which "expands the soul and awakens the faculties to a high degree of life," whereas horror is described as that which "freezes and nearly annihilates them."

Modern scholarship on horror fiction draws upon a range of sources. In their historical studies of the gothic novel, both Devandra Varma[22] and S.L. Varnado[23] make reference to the theologian Rudolf Otto[image: External link], whose concept of the " numinous[image: External link]" was originally used to describe religious experience.
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 Awards and associations




Achievements in horror fiction are recognized by numerous awards. The Horror Writer's Association[image: External link] presents the Bram Stoker Awards[image: External link] for Superior Achievement, named in honor of Bram Stoker[image: External link], author of the seminal horror novel Dracula[image: External link].[24] The Australian Horror Writers Association[image: External link] presents annual Australian Shadows Awards[image: External link]. The International Horror Guild Award[image: External link] was presented annually to works of horror and dark fantasy from 1995 to 2008.[25][26] The Shirley Jackson Awards[image: External link] are literary awards for outstanding achievement in the literature of psychological suspense, horror and the dark fantastic works. Other important awards for horror literature are as subcategories included within general awards for fantasy and science fiction in such awards as the Aurealis Award[image: External link].
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 Alternate terms




Some writers of fiction normally classified as "horror" nevertheless dislike the term, considering it too lurid. They instead use the terms dark fantasy[image: External link] or Gothic fantasy[image: External link] for supernatural horror,[27] or "psychological thriller[image: External link]" for non-supernatural horror.[28]
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Action Film






Action film is a film genre[image: External link] in which the protagonist or protagonists end up in a series of challenges that typically include violence, extended fighting, physical feats, and frantic chases. Action films tend to feature a resourceful hero[image: External link] struggling against incredible odds, which include life-threatening situations, a villain, or a pursuit which generally concludes in victory for the hero.

Advancements in CGI[image: External link] have made it cheaper and easier to create action sequences and other visual effects[image: External link] that required the efforts of professional stunt[image: External link] crews in the past. However, reactions to action films containing significant amounts of CGI have been mixed as films that use computer animations to create unrealistic, highly unbelievable events are often met with criticism.[1] While action has long been a recurring component in films, the "action film" genre[image: External link] began to develop in the 1970s along with the increase of stunts[image: External link] and special effects[image: External link].

The genre is closely associated with the thriller[image: External link] and adventure film[image: External link] genres, and it may also contain elements of spy fiction[image: External link] and espionage[image: External link].[2]
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 Early action films




Some historians consider The Great Train Robbery[image: External link][3] to be the first action film.[4] During the 1920s and 1930s, action-based films were often " swashbuckling[image: External link]" adventure films[image: External link] in which actors, such as Douglas Fairbanks[image: External link], wielded swords in period pieces or Westerns[image: External link].

The 1940s and 1950s saw "action" in a new form through war[image: External link] and cowboy movies. Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link] ushered in the spy-adventure genre while also establishing the use of action-oriented "set pieces" like the famous crop-duster scene and the Mount Rushmore finale in North by Northwest[image: External link]. The film, along with a war-adventure called The Guns of Navarone[image: External link], inspired producers Albert R. Broccoli[image: External link] and Harry Saltzman[image: External link] to invest in their own spy-adventure, based on the novels of Ian Fleming[image: External link].

The long-running success of the James Bond[image: External link] films or series (which dominated the action films of the 1960s) introduced a staple of the modern-day action film: the resourceful hero. Such larger-than-life characters were a veritable “one-man army”; able to dispatch villainous masterminds after cutting through their disposable henchmen in increasingly creative ways. Such heroes are ready with one-liners, puns, and dry quips.

The Bond films also used fast cutting[image: External link], car chases[image: External link], fist fights, a variety of weapons and gadgets, and elaborate action sequences.
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 1970s




During the 1970s, gritty detective stories and urban crime dramas began to evolve and fuse themselves with the new "action" style, leading to a string of maverick police officer films, such as Bullitt[image: External link] (1968), The French Connection[image: External link] (1971) and The Seven-Ups[image: External link] (1973). Dirty Harry[image: External link] (1971) essentially lifted its star, Clint Eastwood[image: External link], out of his cowboy typecasting, and framed him as the archetypal hero of the urban action film. In many countries, restrictions on language, adult content, and violence had loosened up, and these elements became more widespread.

In the 1970s, martial-arts films from Hong Kong[image: External link] became popular with Western audiences and inspired big budget films such as Bruce Lee[image: External link]'s Enter the Dragon[image: External link] (1973). Chuck Norris[image: External link] blended martial arts with 'cops and robbers' in films such as Good Guys Wear Black[image: External link] (1978) and A Force of One[image: External link] (1979).

From Japan[image: External link], Sonny Chiba[image: External link] starred in his first martial arts[image: External link] movie in 1973 called the Karate Kiba[image: External link]. His breakthrough international hit was The Street Fighter[image: External link] series (1974), which established him as the reigning Japanese martial arts actor in international cinema. He also played the role of Mas Oyama[image: External link] in Champion of Death[image: External link], Karate Bearfighter[image: External link], and Karate for Life[image: External link] (1975–1977). Chiba's action films were not only bounded by martial arts, but also action thriller (Doberman Cop[image: External link] and Golgo 13: Assignment Kowloon[image: External link] - both from 1977), jidaigeki[image: External link] (Shogun's Samurai[image: External link] - 1978, Samurai Reincarnation[image: External link] - 1981), and science fiction (G.I. Samurai[image: External link] - 1979).
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 1980s




In the 1980s, Hollywood produced many big budget action blockbusters with actors such as Sylvester Stallone[image: External link], Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link], Lorenzo Lamas[image: External link], Michael Dudikoff[image: External link], Charles Bronson[image: External link] and Bruce Willis[image: External link].[5][6] Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and George Lucas[image: External link] paid their homage to the Bond-inspired style with Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] (1981).[7] In 1982, veteran actor Nick Nolte[image: External link] and rising comedian Eddie Murphy[image: External link] broke box office records with the action-comedy 48 Hrs.[image: External link], credited as the first "buddy-cop" movie.[8] That same year, Sylvester Stallone[image: External link] starred in First Blood[image: External link], the first installment in the Rambo film series[image: External link] which made the character John Rambo a pop culture icon.

1984 saw the beginning of the Terminator (franchise)[image: External link] starring Linda Hamilton[image: External link] and Arnold Schwarzenegger. This story provides one of the grittiest roles for a woman in action and Hamilton was required to put in extensive effort to develop a strong physique.[9]

1987's Lethal Weapon[image: External link] starring Mel Gibson[image: External link], Danny Glover[image: External link], and Darlene Love[image: External link] was another significant action film hit of the decade, and another "buddy-cop" genre classic, launching a franchise that spawned 3 sequels.

The 1988 film, Die Hard[image: External link], was particularly influential on the development of the action genre. In the film, Bruce Willis[image: External link] plays a New York[image: External link] police detective who inadvertently becomes embroiled in a terrorist take-over of a Los Angeles[image: External link] office building high-rise.[10] The use of a maverick, resourceful lone hero has always been a common thread from James Bond to John Rambo, but John McClane[image: External link] in Die Hard is much more of an 'everyday' person whom circumstance turns into a reluctant hero.[11] The film set a pattern for a host of imitators, like Under Siege[image: External link] (1992) and Sudden Death[image: External link], which used the same formula in a different setting.

By the end of the 1980s, the influence of the successful action film could be felt in almost every genre.[12]
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 1990s




Like the Western genre, spy-movies, as well as urban-action films, were starting to parody themselves, and with the growing revolution in CGI[image: External link] (computer generated imagery), the "real-world" settings began to give way to increasingly fantastic environments.[13] This new era of action films often had budgets unlike any in the history of motion pictures.[14] The success of the many Dirty Harry and James Bond sequels had proven that a single successful action film could lead to a continuing action franchise. Thus, the 1980s and 1990s saw a rise in both budgets and the number of sequels a film could generally have.[15] This led to an increasing number of filmmakers to create new technologies that would allow them to beat the competition and take audiences to new heights.[16] The success of Tim Burton[image: External link]'s Batman[image: External link] (1989) led to a string of financially successful sequels. Within a single decade, they proved the viability of a novel subgenre of action film: the comic-book movie.[17]
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 2000s




While action films continued to flourish as the medium-budget genre movie,[example needed[image: External link]] it also fused with tent-pole pictures[image: External link] in other genres.[18] For example, 2009's Star Trek[image: External link] had several science fiction tropes and concepts like time travel through a black hole. However, most of the film was structured around action sequences, many of them quite conventional (hand-to-hand, shooting). While the original Star Wars[image: External link] featured some of this kind of fighting, there was just as much emphasis on star-ship chases and dogfights in outer space. The newer films featured more light-saber duels, sometimes more intense and acrobatic than the originals. Some fan films[image: External link] also have similar duel scenes like those the prequel trilogy. It was action with a science fiction twist. The trend with films such as The Matrix[image: External link] and The Dark Knight[image: External link] series, is that hand-to-hand fighting and Asian martial-arts techniques are now widely used in science fiction and superhero movies.

Sylvester Stallone's The Expendables[image: External link] used nostalgia for a perceived golden age of action films by casting 1980s action stars alongside new actors in the genre such as Jason Statham[image: External link].[19]

In The Fast and the Furious series[image: External link], the action film staple of the car chase is the central plot driver as it had been in Smokey and the Bandit[image: External link] films in the 1970s.
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 2010s




The cross-over of action with science fiction and superhero films continues with many Marvel Comics[image: External link] characters and settings being used for big budget films.
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 Hong Kong action cinema




Main article: Hong Kong action cinema[image: External link]


Currently, action films requiring extensive stunt work[image: External link] and special effects[image: External link] tend to be expensive. As such, they are regarded as mostly a large-studio genre in Hollywood[image: External link], although this is not the case in Hong Kong action cinema[image: External link], where action films are often modern variations of martial arts films[image: External link]. Because of their roots and lower budgets, Hong Kong action films typically center on physical acrobatics, martial arts[image: External link] fight scenes, stylized gun-play[image: External link], and dangerous stunt work performed by leading stunt actors[image: External link]. On the other hand, American action films typically feature big explosions, car chases, stunt doubles[image: External link] and CGI[image: External link] special effects[image: External link].

Hong Kong action cinema was at its peak from the 1970s to 1990s, when its action movies were experimenting with and popularizing various new techniques that would eventually be adopted by Hollywood action movies. This began in the early 1970s with the martial arts movies of Bruce Lee[image: External link], which led to a wave of Bruceploitation[image: External link] movies that eventually gave way to the comedy kung fu[image: External link] films of Jackie Chan[image: External link] by the end of the decade. During the 1980s, Hong Kong action cinema re-invented itself with various new movies. These included the modern martial arts action movies featuring physical acrobatics and dangerous stunt work of Jackie Chan and his stunt team[image: External link], as well as Yuen Biao[image: External link] and Sammo Hung[image: External link]; the wire fu[image: External link] and wuxia[image: External link] films of Jet Li[image: External link], Donnie Yen[image: External link], Yuen Woo-Ping[image: External link] and Tsui Hark[image: External link]; the gun fu[image: External link], heroic bloodshed[image: External link] and Triad[image: External link] films of Chow Yun-Fat[image: External link], Ringo Lam[image: External link] and John Woo[image: External link]; and the girls with guns[image: External link] films of Michelle Yeoh[image: External link] and Moon Lee[image: External link].
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 Subgenres





	
Action adventure - A subgenre of the adventure film[image: External link] genre as well. Typically, these films take place in exotic locations and frequently involve the hero travelling to several locations around the world. Examples include the Indiana Jones[image: External link], National Treasure[image: External link], and James Bond[image: External link] franchises.

	
Action comedy - A subgenre involving action and humor[image: External link].[20] The subgenre became a popular trend in the 1980s when actors who were known for their background in comedy[image: External link], such as Eddie Murphy[image: External link], began to take roles in action films.[21] Comedy films such as Dumb & Dumber[image: External link] and Big Momma's House[image: External link], that contain action-laden sub-plots, are not considered part of the genre. Action scenes have a more integral role in action comedies.[20] Examples of action comedies include 48 Hrs.[image: External link] (1982), Beverly Hills Cop[image: External link] (1984), Lethal Weapon[image: External link] (1987), Midnight Run[image: External link] (1988), Bad Boys[image: External link] (1995), Rush Hour[image: External link] (1998), The Rundown[image: External link] (2003) and Hot Fuzz[image: External link] (2007).[20][21]


	
Action horror - A subgenre combining the intrusion of an evil[image: External link] force, event, or supernatural personage of horror movies with the gunfights and frenetic chases of the action genre. Themes or elements often prevalent in typical action-horror films include gore[image: External link], demons[image: External link], vicious animals, vampires[image: External link] and, most commonly, zombies[image: External link]. This category can also take elements from the fantasy[image: External link] genre. Examples include Alien[image: External link], Army of Darkness[image: External link], Resident Evil[image: External link], Ghost Rider[image: External link], Planet Terror[image: External link], Undead[image: External link], Doomsday[image: External link], Underworld[image: External link],[22] Constantine[image: External link], Priest[image: External link], The Crow[image: External link], Dawn of the Dead[image: External link], Deep Rising[image: External link], From Dusk till Dawn[image: External link], Blade[image: External link], The Mummy[image: External link], Legion[image: External link], and End of Days[image: External link].[23]


	
Buddy Cop[image: External link] - A subgenre that became incredibly popular in the 80's with films such as 48 Hours[image: External link], Lethal Weapon[image: External link], and Beverly Hills Cop[image: External link]. They typically involve two mismatched heroes, who are almost always police officers, whose relationship evolves as they advance the plot. This genre saw a minor resurgence in the 2000s with films like Rush Hour[image: External link], Bad Boys[image: External link], The Nice Guys[image: External link], and On Probation[image: External link].

	
Disaster film[image: External link] - Having elements of thriller[image: External link] and sometimes science fiction films[image: External link], the main conflict of this genre is some sort of natural or artificial disaster[image: External link], such as floods[image: External link], earthquakes[image: External link], hurricanes[image: External link], volcanoes[image: External link], pandemics[image: External link], etc. Examples include Independence Day[image: External link], Daylight[image: External link], Earthquake[image: External link], 2012[image: External link],[24] The Day After Tomorrow[image: External link],[25] Poseidon[image: External link], The Towering Inferno[image: External link], Dante's Peak[image: External link], Deep Impact[image: External link], Volcano[image: External link], The Core[image: External link], Armageddon[image: External link], Twister[image: External link], and San Andreas[image: External link].

	
Martial arts[image: External link] - A subgenre of the action film, martial arts[image: External link] films contain numerous hand-to-hand combats[image: External link] between characters. They are usually the films' primary appeal and entertainment value and are often the method of storytelling, character expression, and development. Martial arts films contain many characters who are martial artists. These roles are often played by actors who are real martial artists. If not, actors usually fervently train in preparation for their roles. Another method of going around this issue is that the action director may rely more on stylized action or filmmaking tricks. Martial films include The Karate Kid[image: External link], Kung Fu Hustle[image: External link], Fearless[image: External link], Ninja Assassin[image: External link], Ong-Bak[image: External link], Shanghai Noon[image: External link], Kill Bill[image: External link], Fist of Legend[image: External link], Iron Monkey[image: External link], Drunken Master[image: External link], Enter the Dragon[image: External link], Mortal Kombat[image: External link], The Raid: Redemption[image: External link], Flash Point[image: External link], Champion of Death[image: External link], Karate Bearfighter[image: External link], Doberman Cop[image: External link], Golgo 13: Assignment Kowloon[image: External link], Shaolin Soccer[image: External link], Big Trouble in Little China[image: External link], Charlie's Angels[image: External link], and The Street Fighter[image: External link] series.[26] A variant of the genre is Wuxia[image: External link], a stylized action fantasy period genre typically set in Ancient Asia where skill in the martial arts can enable fantastic abilities like flying and magic like abilities.

	
Sci-fi action - Sharing many of the conventions of a science fiction film[image: External link], sci-fi action films emphasizes gun-play, space battles, invented weaponry, and other sci-fi elements weaved into action film premises. Examples include G.I. Samurai[image: External link], Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link], The Matrix[image: External link], Total Recall[image: External link], Minority Report[image: External link], The Island[image: External link], Star Wars[image: External link], the Men in Black franchise[image: External link], Aliens[image: External link], I Robot[image: External link], Transformers[image: External link], The Hunger Games[image: External link], The Maze Runner[image: External link], Equilibrium[image: External link], District 9[image: External link], Serenity[image: External link], Akira[image: External link], Paycheck[image: External link], Predator[image: External link], Robocop[image: External link], Avatar[image: External link], Mad Max 2[image: External link], Divergent[image: External link], They Live[image: External link], Escape from New York[image: External link], Lara Croft: Tomb Raider[image: External link], and The Fifth Element[image: External link].[27]


	
Spy film[image: External link]: In which the hero is generally a government agent who must take violent action against agents of a rival government or (in recent years) terrorists. They often revolve around spies who are involved in investigating various events, often on a global scale. This subgenre deals with the subject of fictional espionage[image: External link], either in a realistic way (such as the adaptations of John Le Carré[image: External link]) or as a basis for fantasy (such as James Bond[image: External link]). It is a significant aspect of British cinema[image: External link],[28] with leading British directors, such as Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link] and Carol Reed[image: External link], making notable contributions and many films set in the British Secret Service[image: External link]. The subgenre showcases a combination of exciting escapism, heavy action, stylized fights, technological thrills, and exotic locales.[29] Not all spy films fall in the action genre, only those showcasing heavy action such as frequent shootouts and car chases fall in action, spy films with lesser action would be in the thriller genre (see the spy entry in the subgenres of thriller film[image: External link]).[30] Action films of this subgenre include Casino Royale[image: External link], the Mission: Impossible franchise[image: External link], Ronin[image: External link], True Lies[image: External link], Salt[image: External link], From Paris with Love[image: External link], The International[image: External link], Patriot Games[image: External link], XXX[image: External link], Colombiana[image: External link], Miss Congeniality[image: External link], and The Bourne series[image: External link].[31]


	
Action thriller - Featuring guns, cool explosions, and amazing set pieces, this movie type first developed in the 1970s in such films as Dirty Harry[image: External link] and The French Connection[image: External link], and became the exemplar of the Hollywood mega-blockbuster in the 1980s in such works as Die Hard[image: External link] and Lethal Weapon[image: External link]. These films often feature a race against the clock, lots of violence, and a clear—often flamboyantly evil—antagonist. Though they may involve elements of crime or mystery films, those aspects take a back seat to the action. Other significant works include Hard Boiled[image: External link], True Romance[image: External link], Point Break[image: External link], The Warriors[image: External link], Bullitt[image: External link], The Seven-Ups[image: External link], Cobra[image: External link], and Rambo: First Blood Part II[image: External link], Taken[image: External link].[32] The story takes place in limited location; a single building, plane, or vessel - which is seized or under threat by enemy agents, but are opposed by a single hero who fights an extended battle within the location using stealth and cunning to attempt to defeat them.[33] The Die Hard[image: External link] subgenre has become popular in Hollywood because of its crowd appeal and the relative simplicity of building sets for such a constrained piece. Examples include Under Siege[image: External link] (terrorists take over a ship), Broken Arrow[image: External link] (terrorists hijack a nuclear weapon from a B-2 bomber), Snakes on a Plane[image: External link] (poisonous snakes take over a passenger plane), Speed[image: External link], Under Siege 2: Dark Territory[image: External link], and Derailed[image: External link] (hostages are trapped on trains and buses), Sudden Death[image: External link] (terrorists take over an Ice Hockey stadium), Passenger 57[image: External link], Executive Decision[image: External link], and Air Force One[image: External link] (hostages are trapped on a plane), Con Air[image: External link] (criminals take over a transport plane), and Half Past Dead[image: External link] and The Rock[image: External link] (criminals or terrorists take over a prison). Paul Blart: Mall Cop[image: External link] is a recent spoof[image: External link] of this trend (as Die Hard in a mall).

	
Superhero film[image: External link] - Usually having elements of science fiction and fantasy, they focus on the actions of one or more superheroes, who usually possess superhuman abilities and are dedicated to protecting the public. These films are almost always action-oriented and the first film of a particular character often includes a focus on the origin of the special powers, including the first fight against the character's most famous supervillain[image: External link] archenemy[image: External link]. Examples include Batman[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link], The Avengers[image: External link], X-Men[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Captain America[image: External link], The Incredible Hulk[image: External link], Catwoman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Kick-Ass[image: External link], Lucy[image: External link], and Superman[image: External link].[34]
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Main article: List of action film actors[image: External link]


Actors from the 1950s and 1960s, such as John Wayne[image: External link], Steve McQueen[image: External link], and Lee Marvin[image: External link], passed the torch in the 1970s to actors such as Bruce Lee[image: External link], Tom Laughlin[image: External link], Charles Bronson[image: External link], Chuck Norris[image: External link], Clint Eastwood[image: External link], and Sonny Chiba[image: External link]. In the 1980s, Mel Gibson[image: External link] and Danny Glover[image: External link] had a popular string of "buddy cop" films in the Lethal Weapon franchise. Beginning in the mid-1980s, actors such as ex-bodybuilder Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link] and Sylvester Stallone[image: External link] wielded automatic weapons in a number of action films. Stern-faced martial artists Steven Seagal[image: External link] and Jean-Claude Van Damme[image: External link] made a number of films. Bruce Willis[image: External link] played a Western-inspired hero in the popular Die Hard[image: External link] series of action films.[35]

In the 1990s and 2000s, Asian actors Chow Yun-fat[image: External link], Jet Li[image: External link], and Jackie Chan[image: External link] appeared in a number of different types of action films, and American actors Wesley Snipes[image: External link] and Vin Diesel[image: External link] both had many roles.

While Keanu Reeves[image: External link] and Harrison Ford[image: External link] both had major roles in action science fiction films (The Matrix[image: External link] and Blade Runner[image: External link], respectively), they later branched out into a number of other action genres, such as action-adventure films.

American actor Matt Damon[image: External link], who was nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link] for his sensitive portrayal of a math genius working as a janitor in Good Will Hunting[image: External link], later morphed into an action hero with the car-chase-and-gunfire-filled Jason Bourne[image: External link] franchise. European action actors such as Belgian Jean-Claude Van Damme[image: External link] ( Bloodsport[image: External link], Hard Target[image: External link], Timecop[image: External link]), French Jean Reno[image: External link] ( Ronin[image: External link], Léon: The Professional[image: External link], Mission: Impossible[image: External link]), Swedish Dolph Lundgren[image: External link] (Showdown in Little Tokyo[image: External link], Universal Soldier[image: External link], The Expendables[image: External link]), Irish Colin Farrell[image: External link] ( SWAT[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], Miami Vice[image: External link]), and English Jason Statham[image: External link] (The Transporter[image: External link], The Expendables[image: External link], Crank[image: External link]) appeared in a number of action films in the 1990s and 2000s.
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 Women in action roles




Female actors with major, active roles in action films include Michelle Yeoh[image: External link], Lucy Liu[image: External link], Michelle Rodriguez[image: External link], Milla Jovovich[image: External link], Kate Beckinsale[image: External link], Angelina Jolie[image: External link], Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Uma Thurman[image: External link], Sandra Bullock[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Sigourney Weaver[image: External link], Linda Hamilton[image: External link], Sanaa Lathan[image: External link], Geena Davis[image: External link], Halle Berry[image: External link], Emily Blunt[image: External link], Zhang Ziyi[image: External link], Maggie Q[image: External link], Keira Knightley[image: External link], Charlize Theron[image: External link], Demi Moore[image: External link], Cameron Diaz[image: External link], Drew Barrymore[image: External link], Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link], Jennifer Connelly[image: External link], Brigitte Nielsen[image: External link], Carrie-Anne Moss[image: External link], Lori Petty[image: External link], Jessica Alba[image: External link], and Jamie Lee Curtis[image: External link]. After a successful career in stunts, Zoe Bell[image: External link] has recently crossed over to become an action star in her own right and Ronda Rousey[image: External link] and Gina Carano[image: External link] have both come from a mixed martial arts background to action roles.

Increasing numbers of films starring women as the action heroes are being produced. These are celebrated by Artemis Women In Action Film Festival[image: External link] which honours women who work as actors, stuntwomen, and directors in action films. Geena Davis Institute on Gender in Media[image: External link] works to document the onscreen time and representation in women in all film types with a view to improving the equality of work for actresses. Analysis of the lines spoken in action films shows many recent films in this genre are dominated by male dialogue.[36] Analysis of the lines in 2016's biggest blockbusters show that despite much hype about the lead female in Rogue One, and the female characters in Suicide Squad and Captain America, these characters still had limited share of dialogue.[37]

Some male actors appear to champion the cause of women in action films. Tom Cruise[image: External link] has been applauded for his asexual onscreen relationships with recent female co-stars,[38] Cobie Smulders[image: External link] in Jack Reacher: Never Go Back[image: External link] and Emily Blunt[image: External link] in Edge of Tomorrow[image: External link]. Tom Cruise has been honoured with an Artemis Action Rebel Award for his work in championing strong female heroes in film.[39]
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 Directors




Notable action film directors from the 1960s and 1970s include Sam Peckinpah[image: External link], whose 1969 Western The Wild Bunch[image: External link] was controversial for its bloody violence and nihilist tone.[40] Influential and popular directors from the 1980s to 2000s include James Cameron[image: External link] (for the first two Terminator[image: External link] films, Aliens[image: External link], True Lies[image: External link]); Andrew Davis[image: External link] (Code of Silence[image: External link], Above the Law[image: External link], Under Siege[image: External link], The Fugitive[image: External link]); John Woo[image: External link] (Hong Kong action films such as Hard Boiled[image: External link] and US-made English-language films such as Hard Target[image: External link], Broken Arrow[image: External link] and Face/Off[image: External link]); John McTiernan[image: External link] (the first[image: External link] and third[image: External link] Die Hard[image: External link] films, Predator[image: External link], The Last Action Hero[image: External link]); Ridley Scott[image: External link] (Black Rain[image: External link], Black Hawk Down[image: External link]); The Wachowskis[image: External link] (The Matrix[image: External link] trilogy), Andrzej Bartkowiak[image: External link] (Romeo Must Die[image: External link], Exit Wounds[image: External link], Cradle 2 the Grave[image: External link], Street Fighter: The Legend of Chun-Li[image: External link]), Robert Rodriguez[image: External link] ( Mexico[image: External link] trilogy, From Dusk till Dawn[image: External link], Machete[image: External link]), and Michael Bay[image: External link] (the first two Bad Boys[image: External link] films, The Rock[image: External link], Transformers[image: External link] pentology); Louis Leterrier[image: External link] (the first two Transporter[image: External link] films, Unleashed[image: External link]). For a longer list, see the List of action film directors[image: External link] article.
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 Producers





	
Avi Lerner[image: External link] (born 13 October 1947) is a film producer, primarily of American action movies.

	
Boaz Davidson[image: External link] (Hebrew: בועז דוידזון, born 8 November 1943) is an Israeli film director, producer, and screenwriter. He was born in Tel Aviv, Israel and studied film in London.

	
Bob Weinstein[image: External link] (born October 18, 1954) is an American film producer. He is the founder and head of Dimension Films, former co-chairman of Miramax Films, and current head, with his brother Harvey Weinstein, of The Weinstein Company.

	
Don Simpson[image: External link] (October 29, 1943 – January 19, 1996) was an American film producer, screenwriter, and actor. Simpson, along with his producing partner Jerry Bruckheimer, produced such hit films as Flashdance (1983), Beverly Hills Cop (1984), Top Gun (1986), and The Rock (1996). Their films would go on to earn $3 billion.

	
Harvey Weinstein[image: External link] (born March 19, 1952) is an American film producer and film studio executive. He is best known as co-founder of Miramax Films. He and his brother Bob have been co-chairmen of The Weinstein Company, their film production company, since 2005. He won an Academy Award for producing Shakespeare in Love and garnered seven Tony Awards for producing a variety of winning plays and musicals including The Producers, Billy Elliot the Musical, and August: Osage County.

	
Jerry Bruckheimer[image: External link] (born September 21, 1945) is an American film and television producer. He is known as the producer with many machine guns in his films and has achieved great success in the genres of action, drama, and science fiction. His best-known television series are CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, CSI: Miami, CSI: NY, Without a Trace, Cold Case, and The Amazing Race. Some of his best-known films include Beverly Hills Cop, Flashdance, Top Gun, The Rock, Con Air, Armageddon, Bad Boys, Enemy of the State, Black Hawk Down, Pearl Harbor, Pirates of the Caribbean, and the National Treasure franchise. He also serves as a Director at ZeniMax Media.

	
Jerry Weintraub[image: External link] (born September 26, 1937 – July 6, 2015) is an American film producer and former chairman and CEO of United Artists. He now lives in Palm Desert, California.

	
Joel Silver[image: External link] (born July 14, 1952) is an American film producer, known for action films like Lethal Weapon and Die Hard. He is owner of Silver Pictures and co-founder of Dark Castle Entertainment.

	
Kathryn Bigelow[image: External link] (b. 27 November 1951) is considered a queen of female action directors having directed Point Break, Zero Dark Thirty, Strange Days and the Hurt Locker.

	
Menahem Golan[image: External link] (born May 31, 1929 – August 8, 2014) (Hebrew: מנחם גולן) is an Israeli director and producer. He has produced movies for stars such as Sean Connery, Sylvester Stallone, Chuck Norris, Jean-Claude Van Damme, and Charles Bronson, and was known for a period as a producer of comic book-style movies like Masters of the Universe, Superman IV: The Quest for Peace, Captain America, and his aborted attempt to bring Spider-Man to the silver screen. Using the pen name of Joseph Goldman, Golan has also written and "polished" film scripts. He was co-owner of Golan-Globus with his cousin Yoram Globus. Golan produced about 200 films, directed 44, and won 8 times the Violin David Awards and The Israel Prize in Cinema.

	
Yoram Globus[image: External link] (born 21 October 1941), is an Israeli film producer who is famous for his association with Cannon Films Inc., a company he ran with his cousin Menahem Golan.

	
The Wachowskis[image: External link]—Lana Wachowski (born June 21, 1965) and Lilly Wachowski (born December 29, 1967), known together professionally as the Wachowskis, are Polish-American film directors, screenwriters, and producers.
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	Hong Kong action cinema[image: External link]

	List of genres[image: External link]
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Preacher (comics)






Preacher is an American comic book[image: External link] series published by Vertigo, an imprint[image: External link] of DC Comics. The series was created by writer Garth Ennis and artist Steve Dillon with painted covers by Glenn Fabry[image: External link].

The series consists of 75 issues in total - 66 regular, monthly issues, five one-shot specials[image: External link] and a four-issue Preacher: Saint of Killers limited series[image: External link]. The entire run has been collected in nine trade paperback editions. The final monthly issue, number 66, was published in October 2000.



TOP
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 Characters




Main article: List of Preacher characters



	Jesse Custer

	Tulip O'Hare[image: External link]

	Cassidy

	The Saint of Killers

	Herr Starr[image: External link]

	God[image: External link]

	Arseface[image: External link]
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 Plot




See also: List of Preacher story arcs


Preacher tells the story of Jesse Custer, a preacher in the small Texas[image: External link] town of Annville. Custer is accidentally possessed by the supernatural creature named Genesis, the infant product of the unauthorized, unnatural coupling of an angel and a demon. The incident flattens Custer's church and kills his entire congregation.

Genesis has no sense of individual will, but since it is composed of both pure goodness and pure evil, its power might rival that of God Himself, making Jesse Custer, bonded to Genesis, potentially the most powerful being in the universe.

Driven by a strong sense of right and wrong, Custer journeys across the United States attempting to literally find God, who abandoned Heaven the moment Genesis was born. He also begins to discover the truth about his new powers. They allow him, when he wills it, to command the obedience of those who hear and comprehend his words. He is joined by his old girlfriend Tulip O'Hare[image: External link], as well as a hard-drinking Irish vampire named Cassidy[image: External link].

During the course of their journeys, the three encounter enemies and obstacles both sacred and profane, including The Saint of Killers, an invincible, quick-drawing, perfect-aiming, come-lately Angel of Death[image: External link] answering only to "He who sits on the throne"; a disfigured suicide attempt survivor turned rock-star named Arseface; a serial-killer called the 'Reaver-Cleaver'; The Grail, a secret organization controlling the governments of the world and protecting the bloodline of Jesus[image: External link]; Herr Starr, ostensible Allfather of the Grail, a megalomaniac with a penchant for prostitutes, who wishes to use Custer for his own ends; several fallen angels; and Jesse's own redneck[image: External link] 'family' — particularly his nasty Cajun[image: External link] grandmother, her mighty bodyguard Jody, and the 'animal-loving' T.C.
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 Collected editions
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 Original trade paperbacks






	#
	Title
	ISBN
	Release date
	Collected material



	1
	Preacher: Gone to Texas
	978-1563892615[image: External link]
	March 1, 1996
	Preacher #1–7, introduced by Joe R. Lansdale[image: External link]



	2
	Preacher: Until the End of the World
	978-1563893124[image: External link]
	January 1, 1997
	Preacher #8–17



	3
	Preacher: Proud Americans
	978-1563893278[image: External link]
	October 1, 1997
	Preacher #18-26



	4
	Preacher: Ancient History
	978-1563894053[image: External link]
	March 1, 1998
	Preacher Special: Saint of Killers #1-4, Preacher Special: The Story of You-Know-Who, and Preacher Special: The Good Old Boys



	5
	Preacher: Dixie Fried
	978-1563894282[image: External link]
	September 1, 1998
	Preacher #27-33 and Preacher Special: Cassidy – Blood and Whiskey



	6
	Preacher: War in the Sun
	978-1563894909[image: External link]
	March 1, 1999
	Preacher #34-40 and Preacher Special: One Man's War



	7
	Preacher: Salvation
	978-1-563895197[image: External link]
	September 1, 1999
	Preacher #41-50



	8
	Preacher: All Hell's A-Coming
	978-1563896170[image: External link]
	June 1, 2000
	Preacher #51-58 and Preacher Special: Tall in the Saddle



	9
	Preacher: Alamo
	978-1563897153[image: External link]
	May 1, 2001
	Preacher #59-66
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 Hardcovers/re-released trade paperbacks






	Title
	Format
	ISBN
	Release date
	Collected material



	Preacher: Book One
	Hardcover
	978-1401222796[image: External link]
	July 21, 2009
	Preacher #1–12



	TPB
	978-1401240455[image: External link]
	June 18, 2013



	Preacher: Book Two
	Hardcover
	978-1401225797[image: External link]
	February 16, 2010
	Preacher #13–26



	TPB
	978-1401242558[image: External link]
	October 1, 2013



	Preacher: Book Three
	Hardcover
	978-1401230166[image: External link]
	December 21, 2010
	Preacher #27–33, Preacher Special: Saint of Killers #1–4, and Preacher Special: Cassidy – Blood and Whiskey



	TPB
	978-1401245016[image: External link]
	January 28, 2014



	Preacher: Book Four
	Hardcover
	978-1401230937[image: External link]
	June 14, 2011
	Preacher #34–40, Preacher Special: The Story of You-Know-Who, Preacher Special: The Good Old Boys, and Preacher Special: One Man's War



	TPB
	978-1401230944[image: External link]
	June 24, 2014



	Preacher: Book Five
	Hardcover
	978-1401232504[image: External link]
	November 29, 2011
	Preacher #41–54



	TPB
	978-1401250744[image: External link]
	August 19, 2014



	Preacher: Book Six
	Hardcover
	978-1401234157[image: External link]
	January 17, 2012
	Preacher #55–66 and Preacher Special: Tall in the Saddle



	TPB
	978-1401252793[image: External link]
	November 4, 2014





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Absolute Edition






	Title
	ISBN
	Release date
	Collected material



	Absolute Preacher Vol. 1[1]
	978-1401264413[image: External link]
	July 12, 2016
	Preacher #1–26



	Absolute Preacher Vol. 2[2]
	978-1401268091[image: External link]
	May 9, 2017
	Preacher #27–40, Preacher Special: Saint of Killers #1-4, Preacher Special: The Story of You-Know-Who, Preacher Special: The Good Old Boys, Preacher Special: Cassidy – Blood and Whiskey, and Preacher Special: One Man's War
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 Adaptation attempts




Garth Ennis, feeling Preacher would translate perfectly as a film, sold the film rights[image: External link] to Electric Entertainment[image: External link]. Rachel Talalay[image: External link] was hired to direct, with Ennis writing the script. Rupert Harvey and Tom Astor[image: External link] were set as producers. By May 1998, Ennis completed three drafts of the script, based largely on the Gone to Texas story arc.[3] The filmmakers found it difficult financing Preacher because investors found the idea religiously controversial. Ennis approached Kevin Smith[image: External link] and Scott Mosier[image: External link] to help finance the film under their View Askew Productions[image: External link] banner. Ennis, Smith and Mosier pitched[image: External link] Preacher to Bob Weinstein[image: External link] at Miramax Films[image: External link].[4]

Weinstein was confused by the characterization of Jesse Custer. Miramax also did not want to share the box office gross with Electric Entertainment, ultimately dropping the pitch. By May 2000, Smith and Mosier were still attached to produce with Talalay directing, but Smith did not know the status of Preacher, feeling it would languish in development hell[image: External link].[4] By then, Storm Entertainment, a UK-based production company known for their work on independent films[image: External link], joined the production with Electric Entertainment.[3] In September 2001, the two companies announced Preacher had been greenlighted[image: External link] to commence pre-production[image: External link], with filming to begin in November and Talaly still directing Ennis' script.[5] The production and start dates were pushed back because of financial issues[6] of the $25 million projected budget.[7]

James Marsden[image: External link] was cast in the lead role as Jesse Custer sometime in 2002. He explained, "It was something I never knew anything about, but once I got my hands on the comic books, I was blown away by it."[6] In a March 2004 interview, Marsden said the filmmakers were hoping for filming to start the following August.[8] With the full-length film adaptation eventually abandoned with budgetary concerns,[6] HBO[image: External link] announced in November 2006 that they commissioned Mark Steven Johnson[image: External link] and Howard Deutch[image: External link] to produce a television pilot[image: External link]. Johnson was to write with Deutch directing.[9] Impressed with Johnson's pilot script, HBO had him write the series bible[image: External link] for the first season.[10] Johnson originally planned "to turn each comic book issue into a single episode" on a shot-for-shot[image: External link] basis. "I gave [HBO] the comics, and I said, 'Every issue is an hour'. Garth Ennis said 'You don't have to be so beholden to the comic'. And I'm like, 'No, no, no. It's got to be like the comic'."[11]

Johnson also wanted to make sure that one-shots[image: External link] were included as well.[12] Johnson changed his position, citing new storylines conceived by Ennis. "Well, there would be nothing new to add if we did that, so Garth [Ennis] and I have been creating new stories for the series," he said. "I love the book so much and I was telling Garth that he has to make the stories we are coming up with as comics because I want to see them."[10] By August 2008, new studio executives[image: External link] at HBO decided to abandon the idea, finding it too stylistically dark and religiously controversial.[13] Columbia Pictures[image: External link] then purchased the film rights in October 2008 with Sam Mendes[image: External link] planned to direct. Neal H. Moritz and Jason Netter would have produced the film. The previous scripts written by Ennis would not have been used.[7]
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 AMC adaptation




Main article: Preacher (TV series)


On November 16, 2013, it was announced that AMC will be shooting a pilot for Preacher.[14] On November 18, 2013, BleedingCool confirmed that Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg developed the series pilot with Sam Catlin, and that it will be distributed by Sony Pictures Television.[15][16] On February 7, 2014 it was made public that AMC is officially developing the series to television based on the pilot written by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg. Rogen has no plans to co-star in the series. On May 9, 2014, AMC announced that Preacher was picked up to series.[17] Rogen tweeted that "Son of a Preacher Man[image: External link]" will be the series theme song. Preacher was slated to premiere mid to late 2015, as announced by Seth Rogen, with the script for the series complete and the pilot ordered by the studio.[18][19][20] Comic creators Steve Dillon and Garth Ennis will work on this project as co-executive producer.[21][22] On April 17, 2015, Seth Rogen tweeted that Dominic Cooper was cast in the role of Jesse Custer, Joseph Gilgun[image: External link] as Cassidy, Ruth Negga as Tulip O'Hare, Ian Colletti as Arseface, and W. Earl Brown[image: External link] as Sheriff Hugo Root. On September 9, 2015, Seth Rogen announced via Twitter that the series ordered to a 10-episode season and was due to premiere in mid-2016.[23] The series premiered on AMC on Sunday, May 22, 2016.
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 Legacy




Stephen King[image: External link] has said that his comic book series The Dark Tower: The Gunslinger Born[image: External link] was influenced by Preacher.[24]

The character Yorick from Y: The Last Man[image: External link], has a Zippo lighter with the words "Fuck Communism" engraved, identical to the one owned by Jesse Custer in Preacher. When asked about it he says it's "from this book I read once... a graphic novel. You know, like a comic book." This lighter appears later in the series when Yorick and Agent 355 are being held by Russian agents at gunpoint, who find the lighter and take offense to it. Also, in volume 4 "Safeword", Yorick says "pardners", which is used several times in Preacher, in lieu of "partners".[25]

IGN declared Preacher the third-greatest Vertigo comic, after Swamp Thing[image: External link] and Sandman[image: External link].[26]

Jesse Custer was ranked the 11th Greatest Comic Book Character by Empire[image: External link] magazine.[27] The Saint of Killers was ranked at number 42 on the same list.[28]
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Garth Ennis






Garth Ennis (born 16 January 1970) is a Northern Irish[image: External link]-born American[image: External link][1] comics writer, best known for the Vertigo series Preacher with artist Steve Dillon and his successful nine-year run on Marvel Comics[image: External link]' Punisher[image: External link] franchise. He has collaborated with artists such as Dillon and Glenn Fabry[image: External link] on Preacher, John McCrea[image: External link] on Hitman[image: External link], and Carlos Ezquerra[image: External link] on both Preacher and Hitman.
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 Career




Ennis began his comic-writing career in 1989 with the series Troubled Souls. Appearing in the short-lived but critically acclaimed British anthology Crisis[image: External link] and illustrated by John McCrea[image: External link], it told the story of a young, apolitical[image: External link] Protestant[image: External link] man caught up by fate in the violence of the Irish ' Troubles[image: External link]'. It spawned a sequel, For a Few Troubles More, a broad Belfast[image: External link]-based comedy featuring two supporting characters from Troubled Souls, Dougie and Ivor, who would later get their own American comics series, Dicks, from Caliber[image: External link] in 1997, and several follow-ups from Avatar[image: External link]. Ennis was later critical of his writing debut, which he describes as "the kind of thing that was doing well at the time. (...) With hindsight, what Troubled Souls really represented was naked ambition. It was a direct attempt to get published. And that was the road that seemed most likely to lead me to success".[2]

Another series for Crisis was True Faith, a religious satire inspired by his schooldays, this time drawn by Warren Pleece[image: External link]. Like the two Troubles stories it was collected as a graphic novel in 1990, but religious protests led to it being quickly withdrawn from sale, apparently on the orders of publisher Robert Maxwell[image: External link]. It was later republished in 1997 by Vertigo.

Ennis shortly after began to write for Crisis' parent publication, 2000 AD[image: External link]. He quickly graduated on to the title's flagship character, Judge Dredd[image: External link], taking over from original creator John Wagner[image: External link] for a period of several years. Ennis's most notable Dredd stories include Muzak Killer (a pastiche of mainstream pop music), Emerald Isle (a tongue-in-cheek story set in Ennis's native Ireland), and the twenty-part epic Judgment Day[image: External link]. Ennis also contributed the surreal Time Flies (with artist Philip Bond[image: External link]), dealing with time travel paradoxes and Nazis.

Ennis' first work on an American comic came in 1991 when he took over DC Comics's horror title Hellblazer[image: External link], which he wrote until 1994. Steve Dillon became the regular artist during the second half of Ennis's run. The creative partnership established went on to create Preacher. From 1993 to 1995 Ennis and John McCrea[image: External link] worked on another DC title, The Demon[image: External link], during which they introduced super-powered contract killer Tommy Monaghan, also known as Hitman[image: External link], whose own series would allow their creative partnership to continue when The Demon ended. Towards the end of the initial Hellblazer[image: External link] run, Ennis and Dillon collaborated on a one-shot called Heartland[image: External link], exploring one of the secondary characters of their run. Several years after leaving, Ennis briefly returned for the five-part Son of Man story with artist John Higgins[image: External link].

Ennis' landmark work to date is the 66-issue epic Preacher, which he co-created with artist Steve Dillon. Running from 1995 to 2000, it was a tale of a preacher with supernatural powers, searching (literally) for God who has abandoned his creation[image: External link]. Mixing influences from western movies[image: External link] and religious themes, it drew plaudits for Ennis from all sections of the media; the Guardian[image: External link] newspaper voted one of the Preacher collections its book of the week, and film director Kevin Smith[image: External link] described it as "More fun than going to the movies."

While Preacher was running, Ennis began a series set in the DC universe called Hitman. Despite being lower profile than Preacher, Hitman ran for 60 issues (plus specials) from 1996 to 2001, veering wildly from violent action to humor to an examination of male friendship under fire.

Other comic projects Ennis wrote during this time period include Goddess, Bloody Mary[image: External link], Unknown Soldier[image: External link], and Pride & Joy, all for DC/Vertigo, as well as origin stories for The Darkness[image: External link] for Image Comics[image: External link] and Shadowman[image: External link] for Valiant Comics[image: External link].

His work has won him a good deal of recognition in the comics industry, including nominations for the Comics Buyer's Guide[image: External link] Award for Favorite Writer in 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2000. Ennis is also known for his lack of fondness for superhero[image: External link] stories and characters, the dominant style of the American comic book industry. He prefers more "grounded" characters such as the Punisher[image: External link] or Nick Fury[image: External link]. An avid reader of British war comics during his formative years, Ennis did not read superhero comics until his late teens, at which point he found them ridiculous.[2] He has stated : "I find most superhero stories completely meaningless. Which is not to say I don’t think there’s potential for the genre – Alan Moore[image: External link] and Warren Ellis[image: External link] have both done interesting work with the notion of what it might be like to be and think beyond human, see Miracleman[image: External link], Watchmen[image: External link] and Supergods[image: External link]. But so long as the industry is geared towards fulfilling audience demand – ie, for the same brightly coloured characters doing the same thing forever – you’re never going to see any real growth. The stories can’t end, so they’ll never mean anything."[3] As a World War II[image: External link] aficionado, he finds characters like Captain America[image: External link] "borderline offensive, because to me the reality of World War II was very human people, ordinary flesh-and-blood guys who slogged it out in miserable, flooded foxholes. So adding some fantasy superhero narrative, that has always annoyed me a little bit." Although he has written a number of superhero stories, Ennis has tried to "subvert" the genre as well as he could.[2] He does, however, like Superman[image: External link] and Wonder Woman[image: External link].[4] In the 1995 one-shot special Punisher Kills the Marvel Universe[image: External link], Ennis has the Punisher kill every single superhero and supervillain on Earth.

After the end of Hitman, Ennis was hired at Marvel Comics with the promise from Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada[image: External link] that he could write The Punisher[image: External link] as long as he cared to. The initial 12-issue maxi-series was illustrated by Steve Dillon, who also did a 37-issue series (even illustrating it and co-writing an issue while Ennis briefly stepped down as writer) which only ended when Ennis decided to change direction. Instead of largely comical tone of these issues, he decided to make a much more serious series, re-launched under Marvel's MAX[image: External link] imprint[image: External link]. This run has inspired several limited series (such as Born and Barracuda) and one-shots (The End, The Cell, and The Tyger). The creators of Punisher: War Zone[image: External link] have attributed Ennis's PunisherMAX[image: External link] run as one of the major influences on the film.[5] While at Marvel, Ennis also wrote stories for Spider-Man[image: External link], Ghost Rider[image: External link], Hulk[image: External link], and Thor[image: External link].

In 2001 he briefly returned to UK comics to write the epic Helter Skelter for Judge Dredd[image: External link] – this series cannot be considered a success, with Ennis himself saying that there is "not a hope" to return to writing Dredd as he was generally not happy with his run. "I'm too close to Dredd, I like him too much. I can't tamper with the formula; nor can I take the piss the way I do with superheroes," he said.[6]

Other comics Ennis has written include War Story (with various artists) for DC; The Pro[image: External link] for Image Comics[image: External link]; The Authority[image: External link] for Wildstorm[image: External link]; Just a Pilgrim for Black Bull Press, and 303[image: External link], Chronicles of Wormwood[image: External link] (a six issue mini-series about the Antichrist[image: External link]), and a western[image: External link] comic book, Streets of Glory[image: External link] for Avatar Press[image: External link].[7]

In 2002, an interview with Ennis was published in Writers on Comic Scriptwriting[image: External link].

In 2006, it was announced that Ennis would write a new creator-owned extended series titled The Boys[image: External link], originally published by Wildstorm. After six issues, The Boys was cancelled by Wildstorm. Ennis later explained that this was because DC Comics (of whom Wildstorm was an imprint before it was disbanded) were uneasy with the anti-superhero tone of the work. The series was picked up by Dynamite Entertainment. The Boys was illustrated by Darick Robertson[image: External link], who previously worked with Ennis on the Marvel series Fury: Peacemaker[image: External link] and Punisher: Born[image: External link]. The Boys ran for 72 issues, and concluded in 2012.[8]

Ennis wrote the first arc of WildStorm's Midnighter[image: External link] (a spin-off of The Authority[image: External link]) and one stand alone issue before leaving the title. Ennis has also worked with John Woo[image: External link] on a 5-issue comic book mini-series called Seven Brothers[image: External link] for Virgin Comics[image: External link].[9]

In 2008 Ennis ended his five-year run on PunisherMAX to debut a new Marvel title, War Is Hell[image: External link]: The First Flight of the Phantom Eagle[image: External link]. The limited series, with artist Howard Chaykin[image: External link], features the little-used character Phantom Eagle[image: External link], a World War I pilot who originally appeared in Marvel Comics during the 1960s.[10][11] In 2008, Ennis also wrote a new Dan Dare[image: External link] miniseries published by Virgin Comics.

In June 2008, at Wizard World Philadelphia[image: External link], Ennis announced several new projects, including a metaseries[image: External link] of war comics called Battlefields[image: External link][12][13] from Dynamite made up of mini-series including Night Witches,[14][15] Dear Billy[16][17] and Tankies,[18][19] another Chronicles of Wormwood mini-series and Crossed[image: External link][20] both at Avatar, a six-issue miniseries about Butcher (from The Boys) and a Punisher project reuniting him with artist Steve Dillon (subsequently specified to be a weekly mini-series entitled The Punisher War Zone[image: External link], to be released concurrently with the film of the same name[image: External link]).[21][22] He has also worked with Jimmy Palmiotti[image: External link] on Back to Brooklyn[image: External link], a crime-based limited series for Image Comics[image: External link].[23]

In 2011 Ennis wrote and directed a short film, Stitched[image: External link], produced to drum up support for a possible feature and to promote the Avatar[image: External link] series of the same name.

On 19 April 2012, Dynamite published the The Shadow[image: External link] No. 1 written by Ennis, featuring the pulp character.[24] In a surprise move, Ennis attempted to crowdfund a children's book through the Kickstarter[image: External link] platform.[25]

Ennis returned to Marvel, reuniting with artist Goran Parlov[image: External link], with Fury: My War Gone By[image: External link] in 2013. In keeping with Ennis's subversion of superhero tropes, the MAX series stripped Nick Fury[image: External link] of his more science fiction trappings in favour of real-world military and CIA situations, centering on the First Indochina War[image: External link].[26] That same year, with artist Howard Chaykin[image: External link], Ennis wrote the 7 issue Dynamite[image: External link] miniseries Red Team.[27]

In 2014 Avatar published his sci-fi horror series, inspired by the movie Prometheus[image: External link][28] Ennis also returned In 2014, Ennis returned to writing War Stories. Ennis is the creator and co-writer of the Upcoming Drama Fantasy series Preacher.[29]

Artist John McRea reunited with Ennis on Six Pack, a miniseries from DC in 2015, following the adventures of the supporting characters from their previous Hitman series. He also wrote a series for Marvel, Where Monsters Dwell, part of the Secret Wars[image: External link] event.

Preacher, the AMC series adapted from his comic of the same name, premiered in 2016.
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Ennis is a resolute atheist[image: External link].[30] He is an enthusiastic student of the history of World War II[image: External link].[2]
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	1998 Eisner Award[image: External link] for Best Writer (for Hitman, Preacher, Unknown Soldier and Blood Mary: Lady Liberty)

	1998 Eisner Award[image: External link] for Best Single Issue (for Hitman#34: Of Thee I Sing)

	1999 Eagle Award[image: External link] for Favorite Color Comic Book (for Preacher)
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	1993 Eisner Award for the Best Writer (for Hellblazer)

	1994 Eisner Award for the Best Writer (for Hellblazer)

	1996 Eisner Award for the Best Writer (for Preacher and Goddess)

	1997 Comics Buyer's Guide Fan Award[image: External link] for Favorite Writer[31]


	1998 Comics Buyer's Guide Fan Award[image: External link] for Favorite Writer[32]


	1999 Eagle Award for Favourite Comics Writer[33]


	1999 Eagle Award for Favourite Comics Character (for Jesse Custer)

	1999 Comics Buyer's Guide Award for Favorite Writer[34]


	2000 Comics Buyer's Guide Award for Favorite Writer[35]


	2001 Eisner Award for Best Writer (for Preacher)[36]


	2001 Eisner Award for Best Serialized Story (for Preacher #59–66)[36]


	2001 Comics Buyer's Guide Award for Favorite Writer[37]


	2002 Comics Buyer's Guide Award for Favorite Writer[38]


	2003 Comics Buyer's Guide Award for Favorite Writer[39]
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Steve Dillon






For other people with the same name, see Steven Dillon[image: External link].

Steve Dillon (22 March 1962 – 22 October 2016) was a British comic book artist, from Luton[image: External link], Bedfordshire, best known for his work with writer Garth Ennis on Hellblazer[image: External link], Preacher and The Punisher[image: External link].
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 Early life




Dillon was born in London in 1962 and raised in Luton, Bedfordshire.[1][2][3] He was the oldest of three siblings, a sister younger by three years, Julie, and a brother younger by nine years who is cartoonist/costume designer Glyn Dillon[image: External link].[4]

While attending Icknield High School[image: External link], Dillon first realised his potential as a serious comic book artist during the production of a school comic book called Ultimate Sci Fi Adventures with school friends Neil Bailey & Paul Mahon in 1975. His first strip in this comic was "The Space Vampire". This was followed by the Escape from the Planet of the Apes[image: External link] series.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Career




Dillon got his first professional work at the age of 16, drawing the title story in the first issue of Hulk Weekly[image: External link] for Marvel UK[image: External link], later working on the Nick Fury[image: External link] strip. In the 1980s he also drew for Warrior[image: External link] and Doctor Who Magazine[image: External link], where he created the character of Abslom Daak[image: External link]. He did a considerable amount of work for the comics 2000 AD[image: External link] and Warrior[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Along with Brett Ewins[image: External link], Dillon started the seminal comic magazine Deadline[image: External link] in 1988, which continued for another seven years and was instrumental in supporting young, underground, comic artists such as Jamie Hewlett[5] as well as championing and supporting new bands of the period such as The Senseless Things and Blur.[citation needed[image: External link]] Deadline is highly regarded for bringing underground comics and graphic novels into the mainstream during the 1990s.[6] and can be considered as a precursor for publications such as Loaded and Dazed and Confused, as well as defining and promoting the nascent Britpop movement of the time.

In mid-1989, Dillon met writer Garth Ennis, with whom he would eventually have his most notable professional collaborations. During a social gathering about a year later in Dublin, Ennis recalls, "After everyone else had passed out, we sat up 'til dawn and killed off a bottle of Jameson[image: External link], talking about what we wanted to do in comics- what we thought could be done with them, what the medium was for. I can recall a sort of mutual 'Oh yes, you. You’re the one. You get it.' This was to pay off handsomely in the years to come."[7] With Ennis, Dillon worked on Hellblazer[image: External link] and, later, on Preacher which concluded in 2000 after 66 issues.[8] Dillon also created the character Dogwelder[image: External link], featured in Ennis's series Hitman[image: External link].

Preacher was made into a critically acclaimed[9] TV show in 2016, starring Dominic Cooper. Dillon is credited as co-executive producer on 10 episodes of the series.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Death




Dillon's younger brother, concept artist Glyn, announced on social media on October 22, 2016 that Dillon had died in New York City.[3][10] The cause was complications of a ruptured appendix[image: External link].[1] His death was met with an outpouring of grief and a number of tributes from the comics creator community, as well as the following statement from DC Group editor Marie Javins: "To say working with Steve was a pleasure doesn't begin to describe his gentle nature, or his easygoing demeanor. I worked with him from 1991, long before Preacher, up to his most recent covers for Sixpack and Dogwelder, but his impact on the comics industry resonated most through his interpretation of Jesse Custer and company. His name, along with writer Garth Ennis, is practically synonymous with Preacher, but I know him as a lovable wisecracker who enjoyed New York, and could always be depended on to deliver a sly remark. Steve had a great sense of humor; it's fitting his last work for DC was a cover of a tin foil Dogwelder. To the rest of the world, he's a giant among creators and artists. He will be missed by us all here at DC and Vertigo."[11][12]

Dillon's long-time collaborator Garth Ennis paid tribute to Dillon thus: "The last time I saw Steve was late last Saturday night in New York, walking down fifth avenue to his hotel after saying goodnight outside Foley's. It could have been the end of any one of a thousand nights. It’s not a bad last memory to have. Steve was best man at my wedding and my good and dear friend. I think he probably taught me more about what that word means than anyone else."[7]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bibliography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 British





	
Doctor Who[image: External link]:

	
Throwback: The Soul of a Cyberman (in Doctor Who Weekly #5–7, 1980)

	
The Stolen TARDIS (in Doctor Who Weekly #9–11, 1980)

	
The Ogrons (with Steve Moore[image: External link], in Doctor Who Weekly #13–14, 1980)

	
Abslom Daak[image: External link] (with Steve Moore[image: External link], in Doctor Who Weekly #17–20 & 27–30, 1980)

	
Ship of Fools (in Doctor Who Weekly #23–24. 1980)

	
The Moderator (in Doctor Who Magazine No. 84 & 86–87, 1984)





	
Ro-Jaws[image: External link]' Robo Tales: Final Solution (featuring Abelard Snazz[image: External link], with Alan Moore[image: External link], in 2000 AD #189–190, 1980)

	
Mean Arena (in 2000 AD #199–200, 1981)

	
Judge Dredd[image: External link] (in 2000 AD No. 205, 1981)

	
Mean Arena (in 2000 AD #218–223, 1981)

	
Ro-Busters[image: External link] (in 1982 2000 AD Annual, 1981)

	
Judge Dredd[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #243–244, 1981)

	
Laser Eraser and Pressbutton[image: External link] (in Warrior #1–3 & 5–11, 1982–83)

	
Marvelman[image: External link] (in Warrior No. 4, 1982)

	
Judge Dredd[image: External link] (in 2000 AD # 305–307 & 322–328, 1983)

	
Laser Eraser and Pressbutton[image: External link] (in Warrior No. 15, 1983)

	
Judge Dredd[image: External link] (in 2000 AD No. 353, 1984)

	
Doctor Who (in Doctor Who Magazine No. 84, 86–87, 1984)

	
Judge Dredd[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #374-75, 1984)

	
ABC Warriors[image: External link]: Red Planet Blues (in 1985 2000 AD Annual, 1984)

	
Rogue Trooper[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #379–380, 1984)

	
Judge Dredd[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #404–405, 408–409, 443 & 450, 1985)

	
Diceman[image: External link] (in Diceman[image: External link] #4–5, 1986)

	
Rogue Trooper[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #495–499, 1986)

	
Judge Dredd[image: External link] (in 2000 AD No. 505 & 511–512, 1987)

	
Rogue Trooper[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #520–531, 1987)

	
Judge Dredd[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #535–539, 1987)

	
Hap Hazzard (in 2000 AD No. 561 & 567, 1988)

	
Tyranny Rex[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #566–568, 1988)

	
Rogue Trooper[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #568–572 & 574-75, 1988)

	
Tyranny Rex[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #582–584 & 1988 Sci-Fi Special, 1988)

	
Hap Hazzard (in 2000 AD No. 588, 1988)

	
Rogue Trooper[image: External link] (in 2000 AD #598–600 & 602-03, 1988)

	
Bad Company[image: External link]: Simply (with Peter Milligan[image: External link]; Pencils: Brett Ewins[image: External link] in 2000 AD No. 601, 1988)

	
Hap Hazzard (in 2000 AD # 609–610, 1989.)

	
Rogue Trooper[image: External link]: Cinnabar (in 2000 AD #624–630 & 633-35, 1989)

	
Harlem Heroes[image: External link]: Series Two (in 2000 AD #671–676, 683–699 & 701–703, 1990)

	
Rogue Trooper[image: External link] (in 1991 Rogue Trooper Annual, 1990)

	
Judge Dredd (in 2000 AD No. 703–706, 1990)

	
Judge Dredd (in 2000 AD No. 727–732, 1991)

	
Judge Dredd (in 2000 AD No. 783–785, 1992)

	
Hap Hazzard (in 2000 AD No. 1164, 1999)
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 DC Comics





	
The Wanderers[image: External link] (DC Comics, initial redesigns which were abandoned but were published in DC Focus[image: External link], 1988)

	
Skreemer[image: External link] (6 issue mini-series, DC Comics, 1989)

	
Animal Man[image: External link] (#29, 33–38, 40–41, 43, 45, 47–50, DC Comics, 1990–92)

	
Hellblazer[image: External link] (#49, 57–58, 62–76, 78–83 DC Comics/Vertigo, 1992–94)

	
The Atom Special[image: External link] (#1, DC Comics, 1993)

	
Preacher (66 issues, Vertigo, 1995–2000)

	
Heartland[image: External link] (1 issue, Vertigo, 1997)

	
Preacher Special; Cassidy: Blood and Whiskey (1 issue, Vertigo, 1998)

	
Preacher Special; Tall in the Saddle (1 issue, with John McCrea[image: External link], Vertigo, 1999)

	
Sixpack and Dogwelder (#1-6 covers, DC Comics, 2016–2017)
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 Marvel Comics





	
Car Warriors[image: External link] (4-issue miniseries for Epic Comics[image: External link])

	
Punisher[image: External link] Marvel Knights[image: External link] (12 issues, Marvel, 2000–2001)

	
Punisher[image: External link] Marvel Knights[image: External link] (26 issues, Marvel, 2001–2003)

	
Ultimate X-Men[image: External link] No. 58 (Marvel Comics[image: External link], 2005)

	
Supreme Power: Nighthawk[image: External link] (6 issue mini-series, Marvel Comics[image: External link], 2005–2006)

	
The Ultimates 2[image: External link] Annual #1 (Marvel Comics[image: External link], October 2005)

	
Bullseye[image: External link]: Greatest Hits (5 issue mini-series, Marvel Comics[image: External link], 2005)

	
Punisher[image: External link] Vs. Bullseye[image: External link] (5 issue mini-series, Marvel Comics[image: External link], 2005–2006)

	
Wolverine: Origins[image: External link] (#1–25, Marvel Comics[image: External link], 2006–2008)

	
Punisher War Zone[image: External link] (with Garth Ennis, 6-issue limited series, Marvel Comics, February–March 2009)

	
X-Men: Hope[image: External link] (with Duane Swierczynski[image: External link], One-Shot, Marvel Comics, 2010), reprinting:

	
Psylocke[image: External link] #1 (back-up story)

	
Dark X-Men[image: External link] #1 (back-up story)

	
X-Men Legacy[image: External link] #230 (back-up story)

	
X-Force[image: External link] #22 (back-up story)





	
PunisherMAX[image: External link] #1–22 (with Jason Aaron[image: External link], Marvel Comics, January 2010 – February 2012)

	
Thunderbolts[image: External link] #1–6, 12 (with Daniel Way[image: External link] and Charles Soule[image: External link], Marvel Comics, February 2013 - May 2013, September 2013)

	
Punisher[image: External link] (with Becky Cloonan[image: External link], Marvel Comics, May 2016 – October 2016-his death)
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Sam Catlin





Sam Catlin is an American television writer, director and producer. He has worked on the AMC drama Breaking Bad[image: External link]. He has been nominated for a Writers Guild of America (WGA) Award[image: External link] for his work on the series.

Biography

Catlin began writing for television in 2005 for the television film The Great New Wonderful. He then became a writer and story editor for the first season of Kidnapped[image: External link] in 2006. He wrote the episode "Stringers". In 2007 he became an executive story editor and writer for the short-lived series Canterbury's Law[image: External link] and wrote the episode "Baggage".

Catlin joined the crew of Breaking Bad[image: External link] in 2009 as a co-producer and writer for the second season[image: External link]. He wrote the second season episodes " Down[image: External link]" and "4 Days Out[image: External link]". The second season writing staff were nominated for the WGA award for best drama series at the February 2010 ceremony[image: External link] for their work on the second season.[1] Catlin was promoted to supervising producer for the third season in 2010. He was promoted again to co-executive producer for the fourth season in 2011.

In 2013, Catlin signed with Sony Pictures Television to help develop original projects, while becoming a co-executive producer for Fox's short-lived adaption of the Australian series, Rake[image: External link].[2] Catlin has written the Pilot episode[image: External link] and produced the horror drama series Preacher.[3]

Catlin attended the New York University Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link] Graduate Acting Program[image: External link], where he received his Master of Fine Arts Degree in 1998.

References



	
^ "2009 Writers Guild Awards Television, Radio, News, Promotional Writing, and Graphic Animation Nominees Announced"[image: External link]. WGA. 2008. Retrieved 2008-12-12.


	
^ "Sam Catlin Signs Overall with Sony Pictures Television"[image: External link]. Variety. 2013. Retrieved 2013-06-10.


	
^ "More Details on the Preacher Pilot: Comic-to-Screen Changes and Characters"[image: External link]. WGA. 2008. Retrieved 2008-12-12.






External links


	
Sam Catlin[image: External link] at the Internet Movie Database




TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	American male screenwriters[image: External link]

	American television writers[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	American television producers[image: External link]

	Tisch School of the Arts alumni[image: External link]

	Male television writers[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 13 April 2017, at 22:19.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Sam Catlin: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sam_Catlin [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Sam_Catlin [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Career

	3 Personal life

	4 Filmography

	5 Awards and nominations

	6 References

	7 External links





Seth Rogen






Seth Aaron Rogen (/'roUgen /[image: External link]; born April 15, 1982)[4] is a Canadian-American actor, filmmaker, and comedian. He began his career performing stand-up comedy[image: External link] during his teenage years, winning the Vancouver Amateur Comedy Contest in 1998. While still living in his native Vancouver[image: External link], he landed a supporting role in the series Freaks and Geeks[image: External link]. Shortly after he moved to Portland, Oregon[image: External link] for his role, Freaks and Geeks was officially cancelled after one season due to low viewership. Rogen later got a part on sitcom[image: External link] Undeclared[image: External link], which also hired him as a staff writer.

After landing his job as a staff writer on the final season of Da Ali G Show[image: External link], for which he and the other writers received an Emmy Award[image: External link] nomination, he was guided by Judd Apatow[image: External link] toward a film career. Rogen made his first movie appearance in Donnie Darko[image: External link] with a minor role as a rebellious student in Donnie's high school classes in 2001. Rogen was cast in a major supporting role and credited as a co-producer in Apatow's directorial debut, The 40-Year-Old Virgin[image: External link]. After Rogen received critical praise for his performance, Universal Pictures[image: External link] agreed to cast him as the lead in Apatow's films Knocked Up[image: External link] and Funny People[image: External link]. Rogen co-starred as Steve Wozniak[image: External link] in Universal's Steve Jobs[image: External link] biopic in 2015. In 2016, he developed the AMC television series Preacher with his writing partner Evan Goldberg and Sam Catlin. He also serves as a writer and executive producer, and directed the first two episodes of the series with Goldberg.

Rogen and Goldberg co-wrote the films Superbad[image: External link], Pineapple Express[image: External link], The Green Hornet[image: External link], This Is the End[image: External link], and directed both This Is the End and The Interview[image: External link]; all of which Rogen starred in. He has also done voice work for the films Horton Hears a Who![image: External link], the Kung Fu Panda[image: External link] film series, The Spiderwick Chronicles[image: External link], Monsters vs. Aliens[image: External link], Paul[image: External link], and Sausage Party[image: External link].
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 Early life




Rogen was born in Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia[image: External link]. His mother, Sandy ( née[image: External link] Belogus), is a social worker[image: External link], and his father, Mark Rogen (born 1953), worked for non-profit organizations[image: External link] and as an assistant director of the Workmen's Circle[image: External link] Jewish fraternal organization.[5][6][7][8] Since Rogen's father is American, he has American citizenship by birth.[9] He has described his parents, who met on kibbutz Beit Alfa[image: External link] in Israel[image: External link], as "radical Jewish socialists."[6] Rogen has an older sister named Danya.[5] Rogen attended Vancouver Talmud Torah[image: External link] Elementary School and Point Grey Secondary School[image: External link], incorporating many of his classmates into his writing. He was also known for the stand-up comedy[image: External link] he performed at Camp Miriam, a Habonim Dror[image: External link] camp.[5]

As a child, Rogen did not want to pursue any career other than comedy, stating "As soon as I realized you could be funny as a job, that was the job I wanted".[7] He got his start in show business at age 12 after enrolling in a comedy workshop taught by Mark Pooley.[5] His early comedy routines involved jokes about his bar mitzvah[image: External link], his grandparents, and his camp counsellors.[5] During his teenage years he would perform stand-up comedy[image: External link] routines at places like bar mitzvahs and small parties, later shifting to bars.[10][11] A mohel[image: External link] paid him to write jokes.[12] At the age of 13, he co-wrote a rough draft of Superbad[image: External link] with childhood friend Evan Goldberg, whom he had met at bar mitzvah[image: External link] classes.[7][12] Based on their teenage experiences,[6] Rogen and Goldberg spent the rest of their time in high school polishing the script. They initially worried that American Pie[image: External link] (1999) had beaten them to the idea for the movie, but they decided that the film "managed to totally avoid all honest interaction between characters... which is what we're going for."[6]

His mother was supportive of his comic endeavours and would often drive him to stand-up gigs at the comedy club[image: External link] Yuk Yuks.[12] With his deadpan[image: External link] humour, he won the Vancouver Amateur Comedy Contest at 16 years old.[10] Also at age 16, Rogen's father lost his job and his mother quit hers, forcing them to put their house up for sale and relocate to a significantly smaller apartment. Around this time, he landed a role on Judd Apatow[image: External link]'s television show Freaks and Geeks[image: External link] after attending a local casting call[image: External link].[7][12] Despite a strong academic performance, Seth dropped out of high school, began working for Apatow,[13][14] and relocated with his family to Los Angeles[image: External link]. Rogen paid the bills and had become the main wage earner at just 16.[7]
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 Career
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 Early work and friendship with Judd Apatow




Rogen's acting debut was in Apatow's Freaks and Geeks[image: External link], a cult hit[image: External link] series first released in 1999 as Ken Miller[image: External link], a cynical, acerbic "freak".[7] Revolving around a group of teenagers' lives, Freaks and Geeks first aired in 1999. Although well-reviewed, the show was NBC[image: External link]'s lowest-viewed program and was cancelled after one season due to poor ratings.[13][15] Impressed with Rogen's improvisational skills,[12] Apatow then chose him as the lead in another of his shows, Undeclared[image: External link]. Rogen was originally set to play a fairly popular but nerdy college freshman, but the network did not think he was leading male material. Apatow opted not to go along with the show.[12] Rogen also served as a staff writer to the short-lived production.[16][17]

Following the show's cancellation in 2002, Rogen did not get many auditions, which was not upsetting to him as he always thought he would achieve better success as a writer.[18] He would soon be a part of Apatow's "frat pack", a close-knit group that includes Steve Carell[image: External link] and Paul Rudd[image: External link].[10] Of the awkwardness of a grown man spending so much time with a teenaged Rogen, Apatow said: "I'm such a comedy fan that, even though he's 16, I know I'm hanging out with one of the guys who's going to be one of the great comics."[12] Around this time, Apatow would come up with odd requests for Rogen and Goldberg, such as turn an idea of his into a movie in 10 days and come up with 100 one-page ideas for films.[18] Regarding Apatow's professional effect on Rogen, the actor said in 2009, "Obviously, I can't stress how important Judd's been to my career".[10]

Rogen had roles in Donnie Darko[image: External link] (2001) and Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy[image: External link] (2004).[19] A big career point for him was becoming a staff writer for Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link]'s last season of Da Ali G Show[image: External link] in 2004.[14] Along with the show's other writers, Rogen received a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] nomination.[20] He became familiar to audiences as one of the main character's co-workers in Apatow's well-reviewed buddy comedy[image: External link] directorial debut feature The 40-Year-Old Virgin[image: External link] (2005).[21][22] Rogen also co-produced it and improvised all his dialogue.[14][23] "[Rogen] hadn't done any screen work that indicated he could carry as memorable and convincing a performance as he does with the character Cal," MTV[image: External link]'s John Constantine wrote.[19] The Boston Globe[image: External link] reviewer Wesley Morris wrote that Rogen, along with co-stars Rudd and Romany Malco[image: External link], were each hilarious in their own right[24] and Orlando Sentinel[image: External link]'s Roger Moore believed that Rogen had his moments in the film[25] whereas Moira Macdonald of the Seattle Times[image: External link] said the actor was "droopily deadpan."[26] He followed this with a small role in You, Me and Dupree[image: External link] (2006), a critically panned comedy featuring Matt Dillon[image: External link], Kate Hudson[image: External link] and Owen Wilson[image: External link].[27]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Breakthrough




His breakthrough came when Universal Studios[image: External link] greenlit him for the lead in yet another Apatow production: Knocked Up[image: External link] (2007), a romantic comedy[image: External link] that follows the repercussions of a drunken one-night stand[image: External link] between his slacker character and Katherine Heigl[image: External link]'s just-promoted media personality[image: External link] that results in an unintended pregnancy. Upon completing The 40-Year-Old Virgin, Apatow had approached Rogen about potential starring roles, but the actor suggested many high-concept science fiction ideas. After Apatow insisted that he would work better in real life situations, the two agreed on the accidental pregnancy concept of this production.[28] Rogen called shooting sex scenes with Heigl "nerve-racking" and found comfort with the supporting cast since, even though he played a lead, the focus was not all on him.[29][30] Made on a $30 million budget and released on June 1, Knocked Up was a critical and commercial box office[image: External link] hit, garnering an approval rating of 90 percent on review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] and grossing $219 million.[31][32] Rogen also received favourable reviews.[33][34] Later that year he played a supporting part as an irresponsible police officer in Superbad[image: External link], which he had written with his writing partner and was co-produced by Apatow. Michael Cera[image: External link] and Jonah Hill[image: External link] originate the main roles, two teenage best friends whose party plans go wrong, based on them.[6] The film and their writing was praised, with critics finding it to be very authentic.[35] It topped the US box office for two weeks in a row.[36] Rogen hosted Saturday Night Live[image: External link] on October 6, 2007 and again on April 4, 2009.[37][38]

Rogen's projects in 2008 included Jimmy Hayward[image: External link]'s Horton Hears a Who![image: External link], an animated film[image: External link] based on the Dr. Seuss[image: External link] book[image: External link], that Rogen voiced a character in.[39] Rogen additionally co-wrote Drillbit Taylor[image: External link], also produced by Apatow and starring Owen Wilson[image: External link] as the homeless titular character.[40] He based the screenplay on a 70-page scriptment[image: External link] done by John Hughes[image: External link].[41] The movie was panned by critics who thought its plot – a grown man becoming three kids' bodyguard and beating up their bullies – had no focus and was drawn out. "If Superbad were remade as a gimmicky Nickelodeon[image: External link] movie, it would probably look something like Drillbit Taylor" Josh Bell wrote in the Las Vegas Weekly[image: External link].[42] He again lent his voice to another animated movie, this time Kung Fu Panda[image: External link], with Jack Black[image: External link] and Angelina Jolie[image: External link].[43] It did exceptionally well in theatres, making more than $630 million.[44] Rogen, Goldberg and Apatow were behind the stoner[image: External link] action comedy[image: External link] Pineapple Express[image: External link] directed by David Gordon Green[image: External link] at Columbia Pictures[image: External link]. Apatow produced it while Rogen and Goldberg wrote the script.[45] Rogen was chosen to play the film's protagonist[image: External link], a 25-year-old who accidentally witnesses a murder while delivering a subpoena[image: External link]. James Franco[image: External link] was cast as his hippie[image: External link] pot dealer that he goes on the run with. When asked about its inspiration, Rogen said he wrote what he knew.[46] Pineapple Express was released to theatres on August 6 and made $101 million in ticket sales against its $27 million production budget.[47] Movie critics lauded it, appreciating their performances and its humor.[45][48]

In April 2008, Empire[image: External link] reported that the actor and Goldberg would write an episode for the animated television series The Simpsons[image: External link].[49] He also voiced a character in the episode,[50] entitled "Homer the Whopper[image: External link]", which opened the twenty-first season[image: External link].[51] Kevin Smith[image: External link]'s romantic comedy[image: External link] Zack and Miri Make a Porno[image: External link] rounded out 2008 for the actor. He and Elizabeth Banks[image: External link] portrayed the title roles: Pennsylvania roommates who try to make some extra cash by making an adult film[image: External link] together. After having difficulty trying to secure an R rating[image: External link], Rogen commented to MTV, "It's a really filthy movie," but complained, "It's really crazy to me that Hostel[image: External link] is fine, with people gouging their eyes out and shit like that... But you can't show two people having sex – that's too much".[52] The picture was distributed on Halloween by The Weinstein Company[image: External link] and disappointed at the box office.[53] Along with Reese Witherspoon[image: External link], he voiced a character in the animated science fiction[image: External link] Monsters vs Aliens[image: External link] (2009), which did well commercially, with a total of $381.5 million.[54] He then starred in the Jody Hill[image: External link]-directed mall cop comedy Observe and Report[image: External link],[55] in which he portrayed bipolar[image: External link] mall security guard Ronnie Barnhart. The film opened in theatres on April 10. Critics noted a departure in Rogen's acting style from playing laid-back roles to playing a more sadistic character; Wesley Morris from The Boston Globe[image: External link] opined that "Often with Rogen, his vulnerability makes his coarseness safe...Ronnie is something altogether new for Rogen. Vulnerability never arrives. He's shameless."[56] Later in 2009, Rogen starred in Apatow's third directorial feature, Funny People[image: External link], with Adam Sandler[image: External link]. Rogen played a young, inexperienced comic while Sandler played a mentor of sorts to his character; the film had more dramatic elements in it than Apatow's previous efforts.[57] Funny People was a commercial failure, coming short of its $75 million budget, but has a "fresh" rating on Rotten Tomatoes.[58][59]
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 Recent work




After years of development, a feature film adaptation of The Green Hornet[image: External link] was handled by Rogen and Goldberg, with a theatrical release in January 2011. Rogen chose to do a re-imagining of the title character[image: External link].[10] He was executive producer of the movie and also cast himself as the main character. Rogen later admitted to having been overwhelmed by handling its $120 million budget. "It's insane. But it's not so much the specific amount of money that's stressful, it's all the things that go along with making a movie of that size."[60] The actor also went on a strict weight-loss diet to play the slim crime fighter.[10] The Green Hornet was a critical disappointment; Adam Graham of the Detroit News[image: External link] called it "a big, sloppy, loud, grating mess of a movie"[61] and the Arizona Republic[image: External link]'s Bill Goodykoontz found its story to have fallen apart.[62] Nonetheless it still opened at number one at the box office, making $33 million in its opening weekend before going on to gross more than $225 million.[63]

He reprised his voice role in Kung Fu Panda 2[image: External link],[64] as well as produced and took a supporting role in 50/50[image: External link], from Mandate Pictures[image: External link]. The dramedy[image: External link] about cancer was based on an autobiographical script by screenwriter Will Reiser[image: External link],[65] and was released in September 2011. In mid-2010, Rogen shot scenes for another upcoming film, Take This Waltz[image: External link], with Michelle Williams[image: External link].[66] Another of his movies, Paramount Pictures[image: External link]'s road movie[image: External link] The Guilt Trip[image: External link], also starring Barbra Streisand[image: External link], was released in cinemas in 2012. The film was about an inventor (Rogen) who invites his mother (Streisand) on a road trip, as he attempts to sell his new product while also reuniting her with a lost love.[67] In 2013, Rogen along with screenwriting collaborator Evan Goldberg made their directorial debut with This Is the End[image: External link], a comedy movie featuring Rogen, Jay Baruchel[image: External link], James Franco[image: External link], Jonah Hill[image: External link], Craig Robinson[image: External link], and Danny McBride[image: External link] playing fictional versions of themselves facing a global apocalypse. The film received positive reviews and was number two in the box office on its opening weekend.[68][69]

He co-wrote the foreword for the 2014 book Console Wars: Sega, Nintendo, and the Battle that Defined a Generation by Blake J. Harris. He is also working on a movie adaptation of the book along with This is the End collaborator Evan Goldberg.[70]

On April 12, 2014, Rogen hosted Saturday Night Live[image: External link], with musician Ed Sheeran[image: External link] performing.[71] That year, Rogen starred in Neighbors[image: External link], with Rose Byrne[image: External link] and Zac Efron[image: External link], directed by Nicholas Stoller[image: External link], and released in May, and The Interview[image: External link], opposite James Franco[image: External link] and Lizzy Caplan[image: External link], released in December. Rogen and Evan Goldberg co-wrote and co-directed the latter film. In June 2014, North Korea[image: External link] threatened a "merciless" retaliation on the USA if it did not ban The Interview, labelling the movie "an act of war" and a "wanton act of terror", and Rogen himself a "gangster filmmaker".[72] On December 17, 2014, Sony Pictures announced that it was cancelling the release of the movie after a cyber attack on the studio, allegedly tied to North Korea and threats made subsequently by North Korean Leader Kim Jong-un[image: External link].[73] As a result of criticism of this decision, Sony subsequently made the film available online and it allowed theatrical release on December 25, 2014. Rogen portrayed Apple Inc.[image: External link] co-founder Steve Wozniak[image: External link] in the Danny Boyle[image: External link]-directed Steve Jobs[image: External link] biopic (2015), from a screenplay by Aaron Sorkin[image: External link]. His performance in the film was widely praised.[74] In November 2015, he starred in the Christmas-themed comedy The Night Before[image: External link], and in 2016, he reprised his voice role in Kung Fu Panda 3[image: External link] and starred in Sausage Party[image: External link], voicing a sausage attempting to survive.[75] In April 2017, it was reported that Rogen was in talks with Disney and director Jon Favreau[image: External link] to provide the voice of Pumbaa in Disney's live action remake of The Lion King[image: External link].[76]
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 Personal life




Rogen began dating writer/actress Lauren Miller[image: External link] in 2004. The two met while he was working on Da Ali G Show.[14] The couple became engaged on September 29, 2010,[77] and married on October 2, 2011 in Sonoma County, California[image: External link], where they continue to reside.[3] Miller has had minor on-screen roles in a few of Rogen's films.[78]

Rogen has been outspoken about awareness of Alzheimer's disease[image: External link]. No one in his biological family has it but it runs in his wife's side, and has affected her mother for several years. "I think until you see it firsthand, it's kind of hard to conceive of how brutal it is," Rogen said to CNN[image: External link]. "Until I saw it, you just don't get kind of how heartbreaking it can be."[79] During the interview, he talked about how he tries to be emotionally supportive and around as much as he can for Miller's mother. Both he and Miller spoke to Larry King[image: External link] for A Larry King Special, Unthinkable: The Alzheimer's Epidemic, which aired in April 2011.[79] Rogen testified about the disease and his charity before the United States Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services[image: External link] on February 26, 2014.[80]

Rogen started Hilarity for Charity movement, to inspire change and raise awareness of Alzheimer's disease among the Millennial Generation[image: External link].[81] On February 25, 2016, Rogen and Miller were honored with the unite2gether accolade from unite4:humanity[image: External link] for their work promoting awareness and raising money for Alzheimer's[image: External link] research through Hilarity for Charity.[82]

Rogen is also a member of NORML[image: External link] and an open marijuana[image: External link] user.[83][84]

Rogen is a purported muse for the gay community, calling himself a " Bear[image: External link] Icon" in an appearance on Conan[image: External link].[85] He is the subject of an art book titled simply Seth, a side project of PINUPS[image: External link] magazine by print artist Christopher Schulz, which depicts Rogen in various sexual poses.[86]

Rogen is a member of Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity Lambda Delta Chapter at The University of Vermont. He was initiated in April 2017 after his fourth visit to the campus for his Hilarity for Charity movement. [87]
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 Filmography




Main article: Seth Rogen filmography[image: External link]
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 Reception




Critical response to the films Rogen has starred in and produced.



	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic



	The 40-Year-Old Virgin[image: External link]
	85%[88]

	73[89]




	Knocked Up[image: External link]
	90%[90]

	85[91]




	Superbad[image: External link]
	88%[92]

	76[93]




	Pineapple Express[image: External link]
	68%[94]

	64[95]




	Zack and Miri Make a Porno[image: External link]
	65%[96]

	60[97]




	Observe and Report[image: External link]
	50%[98]

	40[99]




	Funny People[image: External link]
	68%[100]

	60[101]




	The Green Hornet[image: External link]
	43%[102]

	39[102]




	50/50[image: External link]
	94%[103]

	72[104]




	The Guilt Trip[image: External link]
	38%[105]

	50[106]




	This Is the End[image: External link]
	83%[107]

	67[108]




	Neighbors[image: External link]
	73%[109]

	68[110]




	The Interview[image: External link]
	52%[111]

	52[112]




	The Night Before[image: External link]
	66%[113]

	58[114]




	Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising[image: External link]
	62%[115]

	58[116]




	Sausage Party[image: External link]
	84%[117]

	66[118]




	The Disaster Artist[image: External link]
	92%[119]

	82[120]




	Average
	71%
	63
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Title of work
	Result
	Notes



	2000
	Young Artist Award[image: External link]
	Best Performance in a TV Series – Young Ensemble
	Freaks and Geeks[image: External link]
	Nominated[121]
	Shared with cast



	2005
	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Writing for a Variety, Music or Comedy Program[image: External link]
	Da Ali G Show[image: External link]
	Nominated[20]
	Shared with writing staff



	2006
	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best On-Screen Team[image: External link]
	40-Year-Old Virgin, TheThe 40-Year-Old Virgin[image: External link]
	Nominated[122]
	Shared with Steve Carell[image: External link], Paul Rudd[image: External link] and Romany Malco[image: External link]



	2007
	Satellite Award[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical Or Comedy[image: External link]
	Knocked Up[image: External link]
	Nominated[123]
	



	High Times Stony Award[image: External link]
	Stoner of the Year
	N/A
	Won[124]
	



	Teen Choice Award[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Knocked Up
	Nominated
	Shared with Paul Rudd[image: External link]



	Dublin Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Award
	Knocked up
	Nominated[20]
	



	2008
	Canadian Comedy Award[image: External link]
	Best Writing (Film)
	Superbad[image: External link]
	Won[125]
	



	Canadian Comedy Award[image: External link]
	Canadian Comedy Person of the Year
	N/A
	Won[125]
	



	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best Comedic Performance[image: External link]
	Knocked Up
	Nominated[126]
	



	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Performance[image: External link]
	Knocked Up
	Nominated[126]
	



	ShoWest[image: External link]
	Comedy Star of the Year
	Knocked Up and Superbad
	Won[127]
	



	2009
	Canadian Comedy Award[image: External link]
	Canadian Comedy Person of the Year
	N/A
	Won[128]
	



	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best Fight[image: External link]
	Pineapple Express
	Nominated[129]
	Shared with James Franco[image: External link] and Danny McBride[image: External link]



	Teen Choice Award[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actor: Comedy[image: External link]
	Observe and Report[image: External link] and Pineapple Express
	Nominated[130]
	



	2010
	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Award[image: External link]
	Favorite Voice from an Animated Movie
	Monsters vs. Aliens[image: External link]
	Nominated[131]
	



	2011
	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	50/50[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & Ben Karlin[image: External link]



	2012
	Golden Globe Award[image: External link]
	Best Motion Picture – Comedy/Musical[image: External link]
	50/50
	Nominated[131]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & Ben Karlin



	Independent Spirit Award[image: External link]
	Best Feature Film[image: External link]
	50/50
	Nominated[131]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & Ben Karlin



	Vancouver Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor in a Canadian Film
	Take This Waltz[image: External link]
	Nominated[132]
	



	2014
	Critics' Choice Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best Comedy[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Nominated[133]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & James Weaver



	Denver Film Critics Society Award
	Best Comedy Film
	This Is the End
	Won[134]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & James Weaver



	Empire Award[image: External link]
	Best Comedy[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Nominated[135]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & James Weaver



	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best Fight[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Nominated[136]
	Shared w/ James Franco & Jonah Hill[image: External link]



	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Sequence[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Won[137]
	Shared w/ Backstreet Boys[image: External link], Jay Baruchel[image: External link] & Craig Robinson[image: External link]



	American Comedy Award[image: External link]
	Funniest Motion Picture[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Won[138]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & James Weaver



	American Comedy Award[image: External link]
	Best Comedy Actor – Film[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Nominated[138]
	



	American Comedy Award[image: External link]
	Best Comedy Director – Film[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Won[138]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg



	American Comedy Award[image: External link]
	Best Comedy Screenplay[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Nominated[138]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg



	Saturn Award
	Best Horror Film[image: External link]
	This Is the End
	Nominated[139]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & James Weaver



	Young Hollywood Award[image: External link]
	Best Cast Chemistry–Film[image: External link]
	Neighbors[image: External link]
	Nominated[140]
	Shared w/ cast



	Young Hollywood Award[image: External link]
	Best Bromance[image: External link]
	N/A
	Nominated[140]
	Shared w/ James Franco



	Women Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link]
	Merry Macho Award
	The Interview[image: External link]
	Won[141]
	Shared w/ James Franco



	2015
	People's Choice Award[image: External link]
	Favorite Comedic Movie[image: External link]
	Neighbors
	Nominated[142]
	Shared w/ Evan Goldberg & James Weaver



	People's Choice Award[image: External link]
	Favorite Comedic Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Neighbors
	Nominated[142]



	2017
	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comedic Performance[image: External link]
	Sausage Party
	Pending[143]
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Evan Goldberg






Evan Goldberg (born May 11, 1982) is a Canadian screenwriter, film producer, and director. He has collaborated with his childhood friend Seth Rogen in several films, including Superbad[image: External link] (2007) (which they first conceived as teenagers), Pineapple Express[image: External link] (2008), This Is the End[image: External link] (2013) (their directorial debut[image: External link]), and The Interview[image: External link] (2014).
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Goldberg was born in Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia[image: External link], to a Jewish family. He was raised in Marpole[image: External link].[1] He attended Point Grey Secondary School[image: External link] (where he met Rogen) and McGill University[image: External link], and is married to Lisa (Yadavaia) Goldberg.[2][3]
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Goldberg started his writing career joining the staff of Da Ali G Show[image: External link] for its 2004 season, along with his childhood friend and comedy partner Seth Rogen. They collaborated on the films, Knocked Up[image: External link], Superbad[image: External link], Pineapple Express[image: External link], Funny People[image: External link] and The Green Hornet[image: External link].[4] In a strategy to garner interest and funding, Goldberg created a pre-production trailer for Jay and Seth versus the Apocalypse[image: External link], which was later made as This Is the End[image: External link], and was released in June 2013. Goldberg and Rogen are both "obsessed" fans of The Simpsons. After learning that The Simpsons executive producer James L. Brooks[image: External link] was a fan of Superbad, they decided to ask the producers of the show if they could write an episode.[5][6] They were invited to The Simpsons writers room, where they pitched several episode ideas. One was accepted, and they wrote an outline with the help of some feedback from the regular writers.[7] It became the episode "Homer the Whopper[image: External link]", which was the season premiere of season twenty-one[image: External link].
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Knocked Up[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	



	Superbad[image: External link]
	Writer, executive producer
	



	Jay and Seth vs. The Apocalypse[image: External link]
	Writer
	Short film



	2008
	Pineapple Express[image: External link]
	Writer, executive producer
	



	2009
	Funny People[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	



	2011
	The Green Hornet[image: External link]
	Writer, executive producer
	



	Goon[image: External link]
	Writer
	



	50/50[image: External link]
	Producer
	



	2012
	The Watch[image: External link]
	Writer
	



	The Guilt Trip[image: External link]
	Producer
	



	2013
	This Is the End[image: External link]
	Co-director, co-writer, producer
	



	2014
	Neighbors[image: External link]
	Producer
	



	The Interview[image: External link]
	Co-director, producer, story writer
	[8]



	2015
	The Night Before[image: External link]
	Writer, producer
	[9]



	2016
	Sausage Party[image: External link]
	Writer, producer
	[10]



	Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising[image: External link]
	Writer, producer
	



	2017
	The Disaster Artist[image: External link]
	Producer
	



	2018
	The Pact[image: External link]
	Producer
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Da Ali G Show[image: External link]
	Writer
	6 episodes



	2009
	The Simpsons[image: External link]
	Writer
	Episode: "Homer the Whopper[image: External link]"



	2016–present
	Preacher
	Director, developer, and executive producer
	



	TBA
	Bigfoot[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	Pre-production
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Film
	Result
	Notes



	2005
	Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Writing for a Variety[image: External link]
	Da Ali G Show
	Nominated
	Shared with writing staff



	2008
	Canadian Comedy Award[image: External link]
	Best Writing – Film
	Superbad
	Won
	Shared with Seth Rogen



	2012
	Golden Globe Award[image: External link]
	Best Motion Picture – Comedy/Musical[image: External link]
	50/50
	Nominated[11]
	Shared with Seth Rogen and Ben Karlin[image: External link]



	Independent Spirit Award[image: External link]
	Best Feature Film[image: External link]
	50/50
	Nominated[11]
	Shared with Seth Rogen and Ben Karlin



	2013
	Genie Award[image: External link]
	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	Goon
	Nominated
	Shared with Jay Baruchel[image: External link]
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Dominic Cooper






For the British novelist, see Dominic Cooper (author)[image: External link].

Dominic Edward Cooper (born 2 June 1978)[1] is an English[image: External link] actor.[2] He has worked in television, film, theatre and radio including Mamma Mia![image: External link] and as the young Howard Stark[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link] including Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link] and Agent Carter[image: External link]. He currently portrays Jesse Custer on the AMC show Preacher (2016–present).



TOP
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 Early life




Cooper was born and brought up in Greenwich[image: External link], London,[3] the son of Julie (née Heron), a nursery school teacher, and Brian Cooper, an auctioneer.[4][5][6] His maternal great-grandfather was film enthusiast E. T. Heron[image: External link], who published The Kinematograph Weekly[image: External link]. He attended John Ball Primary School[image: External link] in Blackheath, London, followed by Thomas Tallis School[image: External link] in nearby Kidbrooke[image: External link], then trained at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art[image: External link] (LAMDA), graduating in 2000.
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 Career




He first worked in television and film before making his stage debut in Mother Clap's Molly House[image: External link] at the National Theatre[image: External link] in 2001. Cooper was involved in Alan Bennett[image: External link]'s play The History Boys[image: External link] from its first reading.[7] He also toured with the production to Broadway[image: External link], Sydney[image: External link], Wellington[image: External link] and Hong Kong[image: External link] as well as appearing in the radio and film[image: External link] adaptations of the play.[8][9][10] He has had notable roles in the Royal National Theatre[image: External link]'s adaptation of the His Dark Materials[image: External link] trilogy where he played the lead character Will Parry[image: External link], the TV series Down To Earth[image: External link] and Sense & Sensibility[image: External link].

In 2008, he appeared as Sky in Mamma Mia![image: External link], in which he sang several songs.[11] The same year, he appeared opposite Keira Knightley[image: External link] in The Duchess[image: External link] as Charles Grey, 2nd Earl Grey[image: External link].[12] Cooper starred in films An Education[image: External link] and Freefall[image: External link] in 2009, and also played Hippolytus in Phedre[image: External link] at the National Theatre[image: External link] alongside Helen Mirren[image: External link] and Margaret Tyzack[image: External link].[13]

In 2010, he played rock-drummer Ben in the film Tamara Drewe[image: External link], and in 2011 played the leading roles of Latif Yahia[image: External link] and Uday Hussein[image: External link] in the biographical film The Devil's Double[image: External link] and portrayed Milton H. Greene[image: External link] in My Week with Marilyn[image: External link].[12] 2011 was also the year Cooper first appeared as Howard Stark[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]. Initially appearing in the film Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link], he reprised his role in the Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] Agent Carter[image: External link] two years later, and in the television series of the same name[image: External link] in 2015 and 2016.

In 2012, he appeared as vampire Henry Sturges in Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter[image: External link] and in 2014, he portrayed the main antagonist in two films: Dino Brewster in Need for Speed[image: External link] and Mehmed[image: External link] in Dracula Untold[image: External link].[12][14] Cooper depicted James Bond[image: External link] author Ian Fleming[image: External link] in the television mini-series Fleming: The Man Who Would Be Bond[image: External link] in 2014. The next year, Cooper appeared in two films, Miss You Already[image: External link] and The Lady in the Van[image: External link].[15]

Cooper plays Jesse Custer, the lead role in AMC's Preacher;[16] the programme debuted in May 2016. Cooper co-starred in the Warcraft film adaptation[image: External link], which was released in June 2016.[17]

In late 2016, Cooper starred in a well-received West End revival of Stephen Jeffreys’ 1994 play, The Libertine at the Haymarket Theatre[image: External link]; he played John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, the role originated on stage by John Malkovich[image: External link] and played by Johnny Depp[image: External link] in the 2004 film.[18]
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 Recognition and awards




Cooper was nominated for a 2006 Drama Desk Award[image: External link] for his work on the Broadway production of The History Boys.[19]

He was nominated for the Most Promising Newcomer (On Screen) award at the 2006 British Independent Film Awards[image: External link][20] and has been nominated for the British Film Critics' Circle's 2006 award for British actor in support[21] for his work on the film version of The History Boys.
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 Personal life




Cooper shared a flat, for a time, with his co-star in The History Boys[image: External link], James Corden[image: External link], until Corden started a family with his wife, Julia Carey.[22] Cooper is responsible for introducing Corden to Julia, who he had known for years and was working at a Save the Children[image: External link] when he and Corden stopped by one night.[23]

Cooper dated his on and off again Mamma Mia![image: External link] co-star Amanda Seyfried[image: External link] from 2008 to 2010. Cooper has been dating actress Ruth Negga since 2010, and the couple live together in London.[24][25]

In August 2014, Cooper was one of 200 public figures who were signatories to a letter to The Guardian[image: External link] opposing Scottish independence[image: External link] in the run-up to September's referendum on that issue[image: External link].[26]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	From Hell[image: External link]
	Constable
	



	2001
	Anazapta
	Clerk
	



	2002
	The Gentleman Thief[image: External link]
	PC Merrifield
	



	2002
	The Final Curtain
	Young Priest
	



	2003
	Boudica[image: External link]
	
	



	2003
	I'll Be There[image: External link]
	Boyfriend
	



	2005
	Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link]
	Squaddie at disco
	



	2006
	Starter for 10[image: External link]
	Spencer
	Nominated – Empire Award for Best Male Newcomer[image: External link]



	2006
	The History Boys[image: External link]
	Dakin
	Nominated – ALFS Award for British Supporting Actor of the Year[image: External link]

Nominated – British Independent Film Award for Most Promising Newcomer[image: External link]

Nominated – Empire Award for Best Male Newcomer[image: External link]



	2008
	The Duchess[image: External link]
	Charles Grey, 2nd Earl Grey[image: External link]
	



	2008
	Mamma Mia![image: External link]
	Sky
	



	2008
	The Escapist[image: External link]
	Lacey
	



	2009
	Brief Interviews with Hideous Men[image: External link]
	Daniel / Subject 46
	



	2009
	Freefall[image: External link]
	Dave Matthews
	



	2009
	An Education[image: External link]
	Danny
	Nominated – Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]



	2010
	Tamara Drewe[image: External link]
	Ben
	



	2011
	A Turtle's Tale: Sammy's Adventures[image: External link]
	Sammy
	Voice



	2011
	Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]
	Howard Stark[image: External link]
	



	2011
	The Devil's Double[image: External link]
	Latif Yahia[image: External link] / Uday Hussein[image: External link]
	Nominated – Saturn Award for Best Actor[image: External link]



	2011
	My Week with Marilyn[image: External link]
	Milton H. Greene[image: External link]
	Capri Ensemble Cast Award[image: External link]



	2012
	Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter[image: External link]
	Henry Sturges
	



	2013
	Dead Man Down[image: External link]
	Darcy
	



	2013
	Summer in February[image: External link]
	AJ Munnings
	



	2013
	Agent Carter[image: External link]
	Howard Stark
	Short film



	2014
	Reasonable Doubt[image: External link]
	Mitch Brockden
	



	2014
	Need for Speed[image: External link]
	Dino Brewster
	



	2014
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier[image: External link]
	Howard Stark
	Photograph only



	2014
	Dracula Untold[image: External link]
	Mehmed the Second[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Miss You Already[image: External link]
	Kit
	



	2015
	The Lady in the Van[image: External link]
	Theatre Actor
	
.





	2016
	Warcraft[image: External link]
	King Llane
	



	2016
	Stratton: First into Action[image: External link]
	John Stratton
	Completed
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	The Infinite Worlds of H. G. Wells[image: External link]
	Sidney Davidson
	Episode: "Davidson's Eyes"



	2001
	Band of Brothers[image: External link]
	Allington
	Episode: "Currahee"



	2003
	Sparkling Cyanide[image: External link]
	Andy Hoffman
	Television film



	2004
	Down To Earth[image: External link]
	Danny Wood
	Episode: "First Love"



	2008
	Sense and Sensibility[image: External link]
	Mr. Willoughby[image: External link]
	3 episodes



	2008
	God on Trial[image: External link]
	Moche
	Television film



	2014
	Fleming: The Man Who Would Be Bond[image: External link]
	Ian Fleming[image: External link]
	Miniseries

Nominated – Satellite Award for Best Actor in a Miniseries or a Motion Picture Made for Television[image: External link]



	2015–16
	Agent Carter[image: External link]
	Howard Stark
	5 episodes

Nominated – Online Film & Television Association Award for Best Guest Actor in a Drama Series (2015)

Nominated – Saturn Award for Best Guest Performance in a Television Series (2015)



	2016–present
	Preacher
	Jesse Custer
	Lead role
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	The All-Colour Vegetarian Cookbook[image: External link]
	Damien
	



	2006
	The History Boys[image: External link]
	Dakin
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	Mother Clap's Molly House[image: External link]
	Thomas / Josh
	Lyttelton Theatre[image: External link]

Royal National Theatre[image: External link]



	2002
	Caryl Churchill Events
	
	Royal Court Theatre[image: External link]



	2002
	A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link]
	Puck
	Royal Shakespeare Company[image: External link]



	2003
	Call to Prayer
	
	Operating Theatre Company



	2003–04
	His Dark Materials[image: External link]
	Will
	Olivier Theatre[image: External link]

Royal National Theatre[image: External link]



	2004
	The History Boys[image: External link]
	Dakin
	Lyttelton Theatre[image: External link]

Royal National Theatre[image: External link]



	2006
	The History Boys[image: External link]
	Dakin
	Broadhurst Theatre[image: External link]

Sydney Theatre[image: External link]

St James

Lyric Theatre[image: External link]

Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts[image: External link]

Nominated – Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Featured Actor in a Play[image: External link]



	2009
	Phèdre[image: External link]
	Hippolytus
	Royal National Theatre[image: External link]

Shakespeare Theatre Company[image: External link]



	2016
	The Libertine
	John Wilmot, 2nd Earl of Rochester[image: External link]
	Theatre Royal Haymarket[image: External link]
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Joe Gilgun






Joseph William "Joe" Gilgun (born 9 March 1984) is an English actor[image: External link] known for several roles, including that of Eli Dingle[image: External link] in ITV[image: External link]'s Emmerdale[image: External link], Woody in the film and TV spin-offs This Is England[image: External link] (2006-15), and Rudy Wade[image: External link] in E4[image: External link]'s Misfits[image: External link]. He currently appears as a main character in the AMC television adaption of the popular Vertigo comic Preacher, the charismatic Irish vampire Cassidy.[1]
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 Early life




Gilgun was born in Chorley[image: External link], Lancashire[image: External link], to mother Judith and father Andrew. He has two younger sisters: Jennie and Rosie. He attended Rivington VA Primary School and Southlands High School[image: External link]. He also trained at the Laine Johnson Theatre School and the Oldham Theatre Workshop[image: External link]. He has both dyslexia[image: External link] and ADHD[image: External link], which he describes as the "biggest pain of [his] life" and in interviews has openly discussed depression and anxiety.[2][3] He started drama workshops at the age of eight, following advice from an educational psychologist[image: External link], and was described as having "exceptional talent". When he was 10, he got his first TV acting role in Coronation Street[image: External link]. He stayed until he was 13. Gilgun studied art at Runshaw College[image: External link]. He started a degree in fashion design, but found it too academic. He was a plasterer, until returning to acting full-time with Emmerdale[image: External link].
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 TV and stage work




As a child actor, Gilgun played little tearaway Jamie Armstrong[image: External link] in Coronation Street[image: External link] between 1994 and 1997. He left the soap when the actress playing his on-screen mother left. Gilgun revisited the set in an ITV special The Kids from Coronation Street in 2004.

Gilgun took a break in his teens, acting part-time in local and national stage productions including the Manchester[image: External link]-based Hanky Park the Musical at the Lowry[image: External link].[4][5] He played Charlie Millwall in a tour of the stage play Borstal Boy[image: External link], which ended at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival[image: External link]. Critics liked the production.[6] He found the break difficult, telling The Guardian[image: External link] in December 2011 that "[I] went off the fucking rails" and became confused about what to do with his life. He ended up working as a plasterer.[7]

He returned to acting full-time in 2006, when he won the roles of both Woody in This Is England[image: External link] (see Film Work below) and trouble-prone Eli Dingle[image: External link] in Emmerdale[image: External link]. Gilgun announced he would quit Emmerdale on 10 November 2009, feeling the time was right to move on. His last appearance was on 30 April 2010. An Emmerdale representative said the programme had not ruled out a future return for the character.[8] Gilgun later indicated he currently had no such plans.[9]

Gilgun reprised the character of Woody for three Channel 4[image: External link] TV spin-off series of This Is England[image: External link], called This Is England '86[image: External link].[10] and This is England '88[image: External link] [11]and This is England '90, which aired in September 2010, December 2011 and 2015 respectively.

On 9 May 2011, it was announced that Gilgun had been cast as newcomer Rudy[image: External link] in the third series of Misfits[image: External link]. It began airing in late October 2011.[12] He replaced as lead the character of Nathan following the departure of Robert Sheehan[image: External link]. An online short called Vegas Baby covered Nathan[image: External link]'s exit and Rudy's arrival. It was available on the E4 website from 15 September.[13] Gilgun said that replacing Sheehan had "been frightening... You'd think that it'd be a total ballache, what with being new and stuff and Rob doing such a good job".[7] The character Rudy can manifest a clone of himself that roughly represents his conscience. He first appeared in the first episode of the third series.

In 2013, Gilgun appeared as a Fagin[image: External link]-type character, Carmichael, in the BBC[image: External link] series Ripper Street[image: External link], as well as starring in the fifth and final series of Misfits.[14]

Gilgun also appeared in a Dingle-centred episode of Ghosthunting with...[image: External link] hosted by Yvette Fielding[image: External link] in 2007 and in 1998, when he was 14 years old, he presented a feature on Wish You Were Here...?[image: External link] where he visited Phantasialand[image: External link], Germany's largest theme park. [15] In March 2015 Gilgun earned the role of Cassidy, in the AMC series Preacher.[16]

He has developed a close relationship with his co-stars from the This Is England stories, referring to them in interviews as "the gang". Gilgun also has a tattoo of the name 'Lol' across his hand dedicated to the character closest to him in This Is England.[7]
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 Film career




Gilgun's debut as a film actor was as the kind-hearted skinhead Woody in This Is England[image: External link], which he completed filming shortly before he started on Emmerdale[image: External link]. A semi-autobiographical feature film written and directed by Shane Meadows[image: External link], it was released in the UK on 27 April 2007 and subsequently won several awards including a BAFTA[image: External link] for Best British Film in 2008.[17][18][19][20]

Gilgun was granted time off from Emmerdale to shoot the British crime thriller Harry Brown[image: External link], where he played drug dealer Kenny Soames.[21][22][23] Harry Brown[image: External link] was released on 11 November 2009.[24] In 2010, it was reported that he had been offered a role in the superhero film Kick-Ass[image: External link] starring Nicolas Cage[image: External link], but had to turn it down due to scheduling conflicts with Emmerdale.

Gilgun plays Hydell in US sci-fi film Lockout[image: External link], co-written and produced by Luc Besson[image: External link] and starring Guy Pearce[image: External link]. It was released on 13 April 2012.[25]

In 2007, Gilgun starred alongside welterweight boxing champion Michael Jennings[image: External link] in a locally produced feature-length documentary entitled Chorley: Where People Go to Fight. All proceeds went to Derian House Children's Hospice, with Joseph helping to present the cheque.[26]

In 2015, Gilgun played Ellic in Breck Eisner[image: External link]'s The Last Witch Hunter[image: External link] alongside Michael Caine[image: External link], Vin Diesel[image: External link] and Elijah Wood[image: External link].
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 Music video work




In 2010, Joseph was asked to star in the music video for Dead American Writers, the debut single of Tired Pony[image: External link] from their first album, The Place We Ran From[image: External link]. Writer/director and longtime Shane Meadows[image: External link] collaborator Paul Fraser was asked to do a study of a great young actor for the video. Band founder Gary Lightbody[image: External link] said he wanted the video to "strip away any thoughts of who made the record and make it purely about performance. A great face and, hopefully, a great song." Joe also appears in the music video for Then Thickens - "Tiny Legs". Having been friends with a few members of the band from growing up around Chorley, Joe agreed to star in the video. It involved him having makeup, flour and eggs applied to his face amongst other things and took several, messy takes to get right. [27]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	This Is England[image: External link]
	Richard "Woody" Woodford
	



	2009
	Harry Brown[image: External link]
	Kenneth "Kenny" Soames
	



	2010
	Top of the Range
	Joe
	Short (10 minutes)



	2011
	Screwed
	Karl
	



	2012
	Lockout[image: External link]
	Hydell
	



	2013
	Tennis
	Jerry
	Short (23 minutes)



	2014
	Pride[image: External link]
	Mike Jackson
	



	2015
	The Last Witch Hunter[image: External link]
	Ellic
	



	2016
	The Infiltrator[image: External link]
	Dominic
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1994–1997
	Coronation Street[image: External link]
	Jamie Armstrong[image: External link]
	



	1998
	Wish You Were Here...?[image: External link]
	Guest Presenter
	



	2004
	Hollyoaks[image: External link]
	Marcus
	Guest



	2005
	Shameless[image: External link]
	Rico
	Season 2, episode 2



	2005
	Big Dippers
	Carl
	TV film



	2006
	Sorted[image: External link]
	Car Mechanic
	Season 1, episode 5



	2006–2010
	Emmerdale[image: External link]
	Eli Dingle[image: External link]
	



	2010
	This Is England '86[image: External link]
	Richard "Woody" Woodford
	Drama mini-series



	2011
	This Is England '88[image: External link]
	Richard "Woody" Woodford
	Drama mini-series



	2011–2013
	Misfits[image: External link]
	Rudy Wade[image: External link]
	Series 3 to Series 5



	2013
	Ripper Street[image: External link]
	Carmichael
	Season 1, episode 2



	2013
	Coming Up[image: External link]
	Martin
	Series 8, episode 1



	2015
	This Is England '90[image: External link]
	Richard "Woody" Woodford
	Drama mini-series



	2016
	Preacher
	Cassidy
	Main character
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category
	Film or series
	Character



	2006
	Nominated
	British Independent Film Awards
	Best Supporting Actor/Actress
	This is England
	Woody



	2007
	Nominated
	British Soap Awards
	Best Newcomer
	Emmerdale
	Eli Dingle



	Nominated
	National Television Awards
	Most Popular Newcomer



	Nominated
	TV Quick and TV Choice Awards
	Best Soap Newcomer



	2008
	Nominated
	Digital Spy Awards
	Villain of the Year



	2012
	Won
	Virgin Media TV Awards
	Best Newbie
	Misfits
	Rudy Wade



	Won
	SFX Awards
	Breakout Star



	Nominated
	BAFTA Television Award
	Best Actor
	This Is England '88
	Woody
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Ruth Negga






Ruth Negga (/'neIge /[image: External link]; born 7 January 1982) is an Ethiopian-born Irish actress,[2] who has appeared in the films Capital Letters (2004) (also released as Trafficked in some countries), Isolation[image: External link] (2005), Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link] (2005) and Warcraft[image: External link] (2016). She has also played roles in television, such as in the BBC[image: External link]'s mini-series[image: External link] Criminal Justice[image: External link], RTÉ[image: External link]'s Love/Hate[image: External link], E4[image: External link]'s Misfits[image: External link], and ABC[image: External link]'s Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]. In 2016, she began a starring role as Tulip O'Hare in AMC's Preacher.

For her portrayal of Mildred Loving[image: External link] in Loving[image: External link] (2016), Negga was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Motion Picture - Drama[image: External link], Independent Spirit Award for Best Female Lead[image: External link] and Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actress[image: External link], as well as the BAFTA Rising Star Award[image: External link].
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 Early life




Negga was born in 1982 in Addis Ababa[image: External link], Ethiopia, to an Irish mother, Norra, and an Ethiopian father, Dr. Negga. Her parents met while her mother was working as a nurse in Ethiopia.[3] Negga lived in the country until she was four. She is an only child, but has a large family on her mother's side. Her father died in a car accident when she was seven.[4] Raised in Limerick[image: External link], Ireland, she has lived in London since 2006.[5][6]

Negga studied at the Samuel Beckett Centre at Trinity College, Dublin[image: External link],[7] graduating with a BA in Acting Studies.[4]
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 Career




Negga made her screen debut in the Irish film Capital Letters (2004), playing the lead role of Taiwo. She went on to play the lead role of Mary in Isolation[image: External link] the following year. Prior to this she had been working mostly in theatre.[7]

After seeing Negga act, director Neil Jordan[image: External link] changed the script to Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link] so that she could appear in the movie.[4] She has also starred in Colour Me Kubrick[image: External link] (2005), with John Malkovich[image: External link], and the short films The Four Horsemen, 3-Minute 4-Play and Stars.

On television Negga has appeared in Doctors[image: External link], Criminal Justice[image: External link] and the Irish series Love Is the Drug. She also played the lead role of Doris "Sid" Siddiqi in the BBC Three[image: External link] series Personal Affairs[image: External link], alongside Laura Aikman[image: External link], Annabel Scholey[image: External link] and Maimie McCoy[image: External link].[8] Negga portrayed Rosie in the first two series of Love/Hate[image: External link].[9] Negga also appeared as Dame Shirley Bassey[image: External link] in the BBC production Shirley in 2011, and won the IFTA[image: External link] Award for Best Actress (Television) for her performance.

Negga's theatre work includes roles in Duck, Titus Andronicus[image: External link] and Lay Me Down Softly.[10] As of 2007 she began working with the Irish theatrical group Pan Pan Theatre. In 2010, she played Ophelia[image: External link] in the National Theatre's production of Hamlet[image: External link].

Negga has also provided voice acting in the video game Dark Souls II[image: External link], playing Shanalotte, otherwise known as "the Emerald Herald".

In 2013, it was announced that Negga had been booked for a recurring role as Raina on the American TV series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link].[11][12] She appeared in 17 episodes of the programme.[9] She filmed scenes for Steve McQueen[image: External link]'s Oscar[image: External link]-winning 12 Years a Slave[image: External link], but her role was ultimately cut from the movie.[13] In March 2015, Negga was cast in the role of Tulip O'Hare in AMC fantasy drama series Preacher, which debuted the following year.[14]

In 2016, Negga starred in Loving[image: External link], which premiered at the 2016[image: External link] Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] and later screened at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[13][15] The film is based on the true story of the Lovings, a married interracial couple in 1950s and 1960s Virginia, whose relationship led to the Supreme Court decision Loving v. Virginia[image: External link]. Negga received rave reviews for the role,[9] and garnered multiple award nominations, including for the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], the Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link], and the BAFTA Rising Star Award[image: External link].[16][17]
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 Personal life




Negga has been in a relationship with the actor Dominic Cooper since 2010 and lives in London.[9][18]
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 Awards




Negga was nominated as 2003's Most Promising Newcomer at the Olivier Awards[image: External link].[5] She was chosen as Ireland's Shooting Star for the 2006 Berlin Film Festival[image: External link].[7] She has received many accolades for her role of Mildred Loving in the 2016 film Loving, including an Academy Award, Critic's Choice, and Golden Globe Award nominations for Best Actress.
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 Theatre





	
Duck: Traverse Theatre[image: External link], Edinburgh (2003)

	
Phèdre[image: External link]: National Theatre[image: External link] London (2009)

	
Hamlet[image: External link]: National Theatre London (2010/11)

	
Playboy of the Western World[image: External link]: Old Vic Theatre[image: External link] London (2011)
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Capital Letters
	Taiwo
	



	2005
	Stars
	Sophie
	Short film



	2005
	3-Minute 4-Play
	Woman
	Short film



	2005
	Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link]
	Charlie
	Nominated — Irish Film & Television Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role – Film[image: External link]



	2005
	Isolation[image: External link]
	Mary
	Nominated — Irish Film & Television Award for Best Actress in a Lead Role – Film[image: External link]



	2005
	Colour Me Kubrick[image: External link]
	Lolita
	



	2006
	The Four Horsemen
	Woman Priest
	Short film



	2009
	Corduroy
	Tess
	Short film



	2010
	Jacob
	
	



	2010
	Bleach
	Anne
	Short film



	2011
	Hello Carter
	Doctor
	Short film



	2012
	Fury[image: External link]
	Iris
	



	2013
	World War Z[image: External link]
	WHO[image: External link] doctor
	



	2013
	12 Years a Slave[image: External link]
	Celeste
	Deleted scenes



	2013
	Jimi: All Is by My Side[image: External link]
	Ida
	



	2013
	Things He Never Said
	Rachel
	Short film



	2014
	Noble[image: External link]
	Joan
	



	2014
	Of Mind and Music[image: External link]
	Jessica
	



	2015
	Iona
	Iona
	Nominated — British Academy Scotland Award[image: External link] for Best Actress in Film

Nominated — London Film Critics Circle Award for British/Irish Actress of the Year[image: External link]



	2016
	Warcraft[image: External link]
	Lady Taria, Queen of Stormwind
	



	2016
	Loving[image: External link]
	Mildred Loving[image: External link]
	African-American Film Critics Association Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Alliance of Women Film Journalists Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Black Reel Award for Outstanding Actress[image: External link]

New York Film Critics Online Best Breakthrough Performer[image: External link]

Palm Springs International Film Festival Rising Star Award[image: External link]

Santa Barbara International Film Festival Vituosos Award[image: External link]

Satellite Award for Best Actress[image: External link] (tied with Isabelle Huppert[image: External link])

Nominated — Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — AACTA International Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — Austin Film Critics Association Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — BAFTA Rising Star Award[image: External link]

Nominated — Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — Detroit Film Critics Society Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — Florida Film Critics Circle Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]

Nominated — Gotham Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — Independent Spirit Award for Best Female Lead[image: External link]

Nominated — London Film Critics Circle Award for British/Irish Actress of the Year[image: External link]

Nominated — NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture[image: External link]

Nominated — Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — San Francisco Film Critics Circle Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated — Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Award for Best Actress[image: External link]
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Doctors[image: External link]
	Wanda Harrison
	Episode: "The Replacement"



	2004
	Love is the Drug
	Lisa Sheerin
	4 episodes



	2008
	Criminal Justice[image: External link]
	Melanie Lloyd
	5 episodes



	2009
	Personal Affairs[image: External link]
	Doris "Sid" Siddiqi
	5 episodes



	2010
	Five Daughters[image: External link]
	Rochelle
	3 episodes



	2010–2011
	Love/Hate[image: External link]
	Rosie
	8 episodes

Nominated — Irish Film & Television Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role - Television[image: External link]



	2010
	Misfits[image: External link]
	Nikki[image: External link]
	6 episodes

Nominated — Irish Film & Television Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role – Television[image: External link]



	2010
	The Nativity[image: External link]
	Leah
	4 episodes



	2011
	Shirley
	Shirley Bassey[image: External link]
	Television film

Irish Film & Television Award for Best Actress in a Lead Role – Television[image: External link]

Nominated — RTS Television Award for Best Actor (Female)[image: External link]



	2012
	Secret State[image: External link]
	Agnes Evans
	4 episodes

Nominated — Irish Film & Television Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role - Television[image: External link]



	2013–2015
	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	Raina
	17 episodes

Nominated — Irish Film & Television Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role - Television[image: External link]



	2016–present
	Preacher
	Tulip O'Hare[image: External link]
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Voice role
	Notes



	2014
	Dark Souls II[image: External link]
	Shanalotte
	Nominated — BTVA Video Game Voice Acting Award for Best Female Lead Vocal Performance

Nominated — BTVA Video Game Voice Acting Award for Best Vocal Ensemble
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Lucy Griffiths (actress, born 1986)






For the British actress born in 1919, see Lucy Griffiths (actress, born 1919)[image: External link].

Lucy Griffiths (born 10 October 1986[1]) is an English actress best known for her roles as Lady Marian[image: External link] in the BBC[image: External link] drama series Robin Hood[image: External link] (2006–09), as Nora Gainesborough[image: External link], Eric Northman[image: External link]'s vampire "sister", in the HBO[image: External link] horror series True Blood[image: External link] (2012–13) and as Emily Woodrow in the AMC supernatural drama series Preacher (2016–present).
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 Life and career




Born in Brighton[image: External link], Griffiths was educated at Roedean School[image: External link], Windlesham School, Dorothy Stringer High School[image: External link] and Varndean College[image: External link]. She is a former member of the National Youth Music Theatre[image: External link].

She first appeared on television in Sea of Souls[image: External link] and then Sugar Rush[image: External link], and on stage in The White Devil[image: External link].

In February 2006 it was announced she would be playing a "feisty", beautiful Marian in the BBC[image: External link] family drama series Robin Hood[image: External link], alongside Jonas Armstrong[image: External link]. Griffiths has said that her character "has been written as an intelligent, witty, biting character, and that's how I expected her to be."[2]

Griffiths returned as Marian in the second series of Robin Hood in 2007, but her character was killed off in the final episode. Though this decision proved unpopular with fans of the series, it is said on a BBC Nottingham page that she left the show to pursue 'other opportunities'. It has been rumored that she wanted to leave the show to further her career in Hollywood.[3] However, other sources say she was written out to allow the show to be taken in a new direction. She returned in the series finale a year later[4] as a spectral vision of Marian.[5]

In 2009 she made her West End debut in a revival of Arcadia[image: External link] and appeared in the ITV1[image: External link] drama Collision[image: External link]. On 5 September 2010, she appeared in the ITV drama U Be Dead[image: External link], playing Bethan Ancell[6] and on 1 November 2010 she starred in ITV drama The Little House.

In January 2011 Griffiths signed a talent holding deal with American television network CBS[image: External link].[7] It had been announced that she would play Jenna Lestrade, the lead in the CW zombie pilot Awakening,[8][9] however the show did not go ahead.[10]

In November 2011 it was revealed that Griffiths would play Nora, the sister of vampire Eric Northman (Alexander Skarsgård[image: External link]), in the fifth season[image: External link] of HBO[image: External link]'s True Blood[image: External link].[10] Nora is not a character in the Southern Vampire Mysteries[image: External link] (the books the TV series is based on) but she has been described as "intelligent, intimidating, cool under pressure and a very good liar" according to TV Line.[10] During November 2011 Griffiths also appeared on stage at the Finborough Theatre[image: External link], London[image: External link], in the play Atman by Iain Finlay Macleod[image: External link].

She voiced Mabel Dobbs in the Big Finish Productions[image: External link] Doctor Who[image: External link] audio drama[image: External link] The Auntie Matter[image: External link], which was released in January 2013.

She has a diploma in mime[image: External link] from a world-famous school in Paris and claims that Marcel Marceau[image: External link] was her greatest influence into the artistry of emotions and actions without words.[citation needed[image: External link]] She also admires performances of Judi Dench[image: External link], Kate Winslet[image: External link], and Jennifer Saunders[image: External link].

Griffiths was originally cast in Constantine as the female lead Liv Aberdine, the daughter of a late friend, who comes to discover that she has the ability of seeing the supernatural world among us. She teams up with Constantine to fight the demons who have targeted her and learn more about her late father.[11] Griffiths was dropped after Goyer and Cerone decided to take the series in a different creative direction.[12] Instead the original comic character Zed will be written in.[12] Angélica Celaya[image: External link] was later announced to fill the role. Some of Griffiths' final scenes from the pilot were reshot, explaining why she doesn't join Constantine in his adventures as it was originally intended.[13]

In April 2015 Griffiths was cast in the AMC series Preacher[image: External link] as Emily Woodrow, a character described as a "no-nonsense" single mother, waitress, church organist, bookkeeper and the loyal right hand of Jesse Custer (Dominic Cooper).[14]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography






	Film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Billboard
	The Ex
	



	2013
	The Numbers Station[image: External link]
	Meredith
	



	2014
	Winter's Tale[image: External link]
	Young Woman [Peter's mother]
	



	2014
	Don't Look Back
	Nora Clark
	



	2015
	Uncanny[image: External link]
	Joy Andrews
	Released on Netflix Streaming






	Television roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Sea of Souls[image: External link]
	Rebecca
	Episode: "Succubus"



	2006
	Sugar Rush[image: External link]
	Lettie
	Episode #2.2



	2006–09
	Robin Hood[image: External link]
	Marian[image: External link]
	Main role, 26 episodes



	2009
	U Be Dead[image: External link]
	Bethan Ancell
	Television movie



	2009
	Collision[image: External link]
	Jane Tarrant
	5 episodes



	2010
	Lewis[image: External link]
	Madeline Escher
	Episode: "Falling Darkness"



	2010
	The Little House[image: External link]
	Ruth
	Television miniseries (2 episodes)



	2011
	Awakening
	Jenna Lestrade
	Television movie



	2012–13
	True Blood[image: External link]
	Nora Gainesborough
	Main role (seasons 5 & 6)



	2014
	Constantine
	Liv Aberdeen
	Episode: "Non Est Asylum" (pilot)



	2016
	Preacher
	Emily Woodrow
	Main role
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Tom Brooke






Tom Brooke (born 1978 in London[image: External link]) is an English actor.
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 Early life




He is the son of actor Paul Brooke[image: External link]. Brooke attended Alleyn's School[image: External link] in Dulwich[image: External link], London[image: External link] and Hull University[image: External link]. He trained at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art[image: External link].
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 Career




Brooke played Bill Wiggins in series 3 of BBC's Sherlock[image: External link], Lame Lothar Frey in season 3 of HBO's Game of Thrones[image: External link],[1] and is currently portraying Fiore in AMC's Preacher.[2][3]

In 2011 Brooke played the dimwitted Lee in Jez Butterworth[image: External link]'s much garlanded play Jerusalem[image: External link] at The Royal Court theatre to great acclaim. The following year he reprised the role in the play's first West End run at The Apollo, although he was replaced by Johnny Flynn thereafter, since he had been cast in the title role of the National Theatre's revival of Arnold Wesker's The Kitchen to critical plaudits, although the reviews of the production were not quite so favourable.
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason[image: External link]
	Production Assistant
	



	2009
	The Young Victoria[image: External link]
	Man on Soap Box
	



	2009
	The Boat That Rocked[image: External link]
	Thick Kevin
	



	2011
	The Veteran[image: External link]
	Danny Turner
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 Television






	2009
	Hustle
	Diamond expert
	Series 5,Episode 4 - Diamond Seeker



	2010
	Thorne: Scaredycat
	Martin Palmer
	



	2012
	The Hollow Crown: Henry V[image: External link]
	Nym
	



	2013
	Game of Thrones[image: External link]
	"Lame" Lothar Frey
	



	2013
	Agatha Christie's Poirot: The Big Four[image: External link]
	Lawrence Boswell Tysoe
	



	2014 - 2017
	Sherlock[image: External link]
	Bill Wiggins
	2 episodes



	2016
	Preacher
	Fiore
	



	2017
	Philip K. Dick’s Electric Dreams[image: External link]
	
	Episode: "The Commuter"
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 Awards




Brooke received the TMA Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actor for his performance in The Long and the Short and the Tall[image: External link] at the Sheffield Lyceum[image: External link] in 2006.
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Anatol Yusef






Anatol Yusef (born 20 July 1978) is a British stage, film and television actor. He is best known for his work in Last Orders[image: External link], at The Royal Shakespeare Company[image: External link] and for his portrayal of Meyer Lansky[image: External link] in the television series Boardwalk Empire[image: External link].
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 Biography




Yusef was born in Barking[image: External link], East London[image: External link], UK, into a Turkish Cypriot[image: External link] family. His father emigrated from Cyprus[image: External link] to London at the age of 11 whilst his mother was born in London to Turkish Cypriot parents.[1][2][3]

As a teen, Yusef found early work in television shows including Jeeves and Wooster[image: External link], Grange Hill[image: External link], and The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles[image: External link]. He then trained at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School[image: External link]. While in school he worked on a television show, Thief Takers[image: External link] and was a finalist in the BBC[image: External link] Carleton Hobbs Radio Award[image: External link].[4]

Upon graduating in 2000, Yusef was offered a role in Fred Schepisi[image: External link]'s award-winning film Last Orders[image: External link], playing the younger self of Bob Hoskins[image: External link]' "Ray" and working with British actors Sir Michael Caine[image: External link], Dame Helen Mirren[image: External link], Ray Winstone[image: External link], David Hemmings[image: External link], and Tom Courtenay[image: External link].[5]

He became a resident company member with the Royal Shakespeare Company[image: External link]. In the RSC's production of King Lear[image: External link], Nicholas de Jongh[image: External link] of the London Evening Standard[image: External link] claimed "Anatol Yusef's tremendous Cornwall, the best [he] [had] ever seen".[6]

In 2006, Yusef's performance as Mercutio[image: External link] in Bill Bryden[image: External link]'s Romeo and Juliet[image: External link] at the Birmingham Rep[image: External link] was heralded as "sparkl[ing]"[7] and "promisingly imaginative".[8]

In 2008, Yusef appeared in the title role of a New York off-off Broadway production of Richard III[image: External link], and was described by Backstage[image: External link] as "a superlative actor" and "magnetic".[9] Anatol has since remained in New York City. He has worked both throughout New York City, and at The Studio Theatre[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., his most recent production being A Movement of the Soul, playing Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet[image: External link], for which he learned American Sign Language[image: External link].

In 2010 he was cast as Meyer Lansky[image: External link] in HBO's Boardwalk Empire[image: External link], first appearing in Episode 7 of Season 1, " Home[image: External link]" and recurring throughout the remainder of the series. In an interview with The Morton Report[image: External link], Yusef described Lansky as self-educated, a massively intelligent overachiever and "a ruthless, ruthless man".[10] Anatol's characterization of Mr. Lansky has been recognized in many publications, including author and critic Clive James[image: External link]'s article on Martin Scorsese[image: External link],[11] as well as Michael Noble's review of the show on Den of Geek[image: External link].[12]

In 2014 he appeared in Channel 4[image: External link]'s BAFTA[image: External link]-nominated Southcliffe[image: External link], receiving special mention in an article by IndieWire[image: External link] on the best TV episodes of 2014.[13]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role



	1990
	
Jeeves and Wooster[image: External link] (Series 1 & 3)
	Sydney Blumenfield



	1993
	The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles[image: External link]
	Hubert Van Hook



	1995
	Grange Hill[image: External link]
	Mark



	1999
	Thief Takers
	Aziz



	2000
	Second Sight: Kingdom of the Blind
	Sandwich Shop Owner



	2001
	Last Orders[image: External link]
	Young Ray



	2002
	The Bill[image: External link]
	Rick Lesailles



	2003
	
Ten Minutes (Short)
	Peter



	Unconditional Love
	Security Guard



	Trial and Retribution[image: External link]
	PC Barry Skinner



	The Afternoon Play: Turkish Delight
	Ahmed



	The Gathering[image: External link]
	The Gathering



	2006
	The Bill[image: External link]
	Kevin Mann



	O Jerusalem[image: External link]
	Major Tell



	2009
	
The Reward[image: External link] (Short)
	Felix



	2010
	
Boardwalk Empire[image: External link] (Season One)
	Meyer Lansky



	2011
	
Corner Shop (Short)
	Danny



	
Boardwalk Empire[image: External link] (Season Two)
	Meyer Lansky



	2012
	
Boardwalk Empire[image: External link] (Season Three)
	Meyer Lansky



	2013
	
Boardwalk Empire[image: External link] (Season Four)
	Meyer Lansky



	
Southcliffe[image: External link] (TV mini-series)
	Paul Gould



	2014
	
Boardwalk Empire[image: External link] (Season Five)
	Meyer Lansky



	2016
	Bastille Day[image: External link]
	Tom Luddy



	You Can't Win
	Dirty Dick



	
Preacher (Season One)
	Deblanc
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	Year
	Title
	Role



	2000
	The Mysteries[image: External link]
	Herod/Cain



	Under Milk Wood[image: External link]
	Rev. Eli Jenkins/ Dai Bread



	After Miss Julie[image: External link]
	John



	2002
	Blackbird[image: External link]
	Sarhad



	2004
	Best of Motives
	Ahmed



	2005
	King Lear[image: External link]
	Duke of Cornwall



	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	Sampson



	Macbeth[image: External link]
	Banquo



	2006
	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	Mercutio



	2007
	Startled Response
	Umut



	2008
	Richard III[image: External link]
	Richard III



	2009
	Moonlight[image: External link]
	Jake



	2010
	The Science of Guilt
	Kevin



	2011
	A Movement of The Soul
	Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet[image: External link]



	2012
	Massacre (Sing to Your Children)
	Joe
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