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  Characters




  GERTRUDE STEIN, sixty-five. The hostess. A Lesbian writer with no interest in the conventional. American




  ALICE B. TOKLAS, sixty-two. Gertrude Stein’s lover, secretary and muse. Art enthusiast and collector. American




  LILLIAN HELLMAN, thirty-four. A lying, chain-smoking, conniving woman who also happens to be a brilliant writer. American




  DOROTHY PARKER, forty-seven. Satirist and author. Despite her biting wit, Dorothy cowers to Lillian out of respect and fear. American




  AGATHA CHRISTIE, forty-nine. A crime-fiction writer. Far too smart for her own good. British




  MARY (MURIEL GARDINER), thirty-eight. A psychiatrist working in the Austrian underground to rescue Jews and dissidents. American




  BERNADETTE, twenty-two. Gertrude and Alice’s maidservant. German




  Time and Place




  22 June 1940. Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas’s country home in the French Alps.













  Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas’ country home in the French Alps. 22 June 1940. France will fall to Germany in less than twenty-four hours. A piano sits in one corner of the stage, paintings and easels in every other. Some canvases are complete, some are barely touched. A sofa and coffee table down left, an armchair not far away. There are candles burning in some places; a lamp glowing on a tabletop next to the armchair. A half-drunk glass of Scotch sits on the table, too. But more than anything, there are books. Fiction, poetry, plays, essays, biographies, notebooks, sketchbooks. More than you can imagine. At curtain, BERNADETTE, a maidservant of twenty-two, cleans nearby. After a moment, she speaks to us in a hushed and urgent whisper.




  BERNADETTE. ‘I’ll tell you when I’m dead,’ I said. She tilted her head. Stupefied. That’s what Gertie would’ve called her. ‘I’ll tell you when I’m dead and buried.’ ‘But if it’s a story worth telling – ’, she said, ‘ – then tell it!’




  GERTRUDE (off). There is a ghost in this book.




  BERNADETTE. ‘Yes,’ I told the student. ‘But for every story worth telling, there’s a dozen secrets worth keeping.’




  GERTRUDE (entering). I repeat: there is a ghost in this book.


  

  ALICE (off). There is no ghost in the book.




  GERTRUDE. I open it and I hear Him.




  ALICE enters with a drink and stands in the stage-left doorway. She is a petite woman, plainly dressed, and diminutive in every way to GERTRUDE.




  ALICE. It’s a Him?




  GERTRUDE. Oh, yes.




  ALICE. If there were a ghost in your book, how would you know it’s a Him?




  GERTRUDE. He has a very deep voice.




  ALICE. Perhaps it’s Marlene Dietrich.




  GERTRUDE. Don’t be absurd. It’s Yeats.




  ALICE. Of William Butler?




  GERTRUDE. Yes.




  ALICE. Because that isn’t absurd?




  GERTRUDE. There is a ghost in this book, Alice, in this book, there is a ghost and when I open it, I can hear Him.




  ALICE. Yeats?




  GERTRUDE. Listen.




  They listen for a moment. Silence. Beat.




  ALICE. Agatha will be here any minute.




  GERTRUDE. Who?




  ALICE. Agatha! You invited her.




  GERTRUDE. I?




  ALICE. Yes. You’d read her essay –




  GERTRUDE. I, Gertrude?




  ALICE. Of Stein, yes. And you wrote her.




  GERTRUDE. I don’t remember.




  ALICE. You invited her, Gertrude. And she’ll be here any minute.




  GERTRUDE. ‘An intellectual hatred is the worst.’




  ALICE. Do not quote Yeats, please.




  GERTRUDE. He is speaking through me and I am speaking through Him.




  ALICE. You’re drunk on Scotch.




  GERTRUDE. ‘Wine comes in at the mouth
 And love comes in at the eye;
 That’s all we shall know for truth
 Before we grow old and die.’




  ALICE. You must stop grieving, Gertrude.




  GERTRUDE. One cannot grieve words.




  ALICE. Then you must stop sulking.




  GERTRUDE. I am not sulking, I’m reading!




  ALICE. Agatha will be here very soon. And she is bringing guests.




  GERTRUDE. Guests?




  ALICE. Yes, so, please put away the Yeats and the Scotch and the grief.




  GERTRUDE. Grief and reflection are two very different things. What guests is Lady Conan Doyle bringing?




  ALICE. Don’t call her that.




  GERTRUDE. How about Aggie?




  ALICE. Just stick to Agatha.




  GERTRUDE. I shall not ‘stick’ to anything. When have you known me to ‘stick’, Alice?




  ALICE. Not now, Gert.




  GERTRUDE. I, Gertrude Stein, invited Agatha Christie to dinner, and by dinner I mean alcohol, and Agatha Christie has decided to return the favour by bringing guests?




  ALICE. Two Americans.




  GERTRUDE (with sudden interest). She is bringing Americans?




  ALICE. Yes.




  GERTRUDE. There are Americans in Europe besides us?




  ALICE. I asked the same!




  GERTRUDE. Who?




  ALICE. It’s a surprise.




  GERTRUDE. Tell me who, Alice!




  ALICE. Oh, I’d better not…




  Beat.




  GERTRUDE. Not Lily.




  ALICE. Oh, dear.




  GERTRUDE. Not Lily Ann Fucking Hellman.




  ALICE. It’s just for a few hours! We’ll have a few drinks and –




  GERTRUDE. Lily Ann is a contemptible bore.




  ALICE. She and Yeats have that in common.




  GERTRUDE. Must you speak ill of the dead?




  ALICE. Oh, really, Gertrude! You hated William when he was alive.
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