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  Characters


  Every scene starts afresh.


  At least four actors – two young, two older, a mix of races and genders – play all the roles.


  Notes


  Thirty years separate Part One and Part Two.


  Three hundred years separate Part Two and Part Three.


  Notes on the Dialogue


  A dash ( – ) at the end of a line indicates an interruption from the next speaker.


  An ellipsis (…) at the end of the line indicates a trailing-off of the sentence.


  A slash ( / ) indicates overlapping dialogue.


  Lines that end without a full stop are unfinished thoughts.




   




   




   


  

  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  







  




  PART ONE


1. Street


A despot has come to power.


Evening. Birds roosting for the night in the trees along a shopping street in an urban centre. It’s a thunderous murmuration – a great noise of chirruping, flapping, rustling. EXTERMINATOR 1 and EXTERMINATOR 2 are eating sandwiches.


EXTERMINATOR 1. Careful you don’t have bird shit in that.


EXTERMINATOR 2. They don’t shit when they’re like that.


EXTERMINATOR 1. Really?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Seen it enough times. Do you shit when you’re going to bed?


EXTERMINATOR 1. I shit before.


EXTERMINATOR 2. But not when you’re going to bed.


EXTERMINATOR 1. Sometimes. Do birds pee?


EXTERMINATOR 2. The water comes out in the shit, doesn’t it? What’ve you got there?


EXTERMINATOR 1. Ham sandwich.


EXTERMINATOR 2. Nice. I have tuna. Trade one?


They swap their second sandwiches.


EXTERMINATOR 1. Noisy.


EXTERMINATOR 2. You’ll get used to it.


EXTERMINATOR 1. Funny they still come here. Even with all these buildings. And in this part of town, too. Nice real estate, isn’t it, for a bird?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Used to be a forest here, before they built the roads through. These trees are old, which is why it’s such a pain, can’t cut down the trees, but these damned birds. They like old trees. Gives them more room.


EXTERMINATOR 1. Like a chirping storm cloud isn’t it? Kind of frightening. Can see why it gets to some people. Kind of beautiful, really.


EXTERMINATOR 2. How’s that sandwich?


EXTERMINATOR 1. Good.


Enter BUREAUCRAT.


BUREAUCRAT. Good, you’re here. Finish up, get started soon.


EXTERMINATOR 2. You’re


BUREAUCRAT. From P&E.


EXTERMINATOR 1 (to Exterminator 2). P&E?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Parks and Environment.


BUREAUCRAT. Who’s the boss?


EXTERMINATOR 2. I am. Here’s the invoice.


BUREAUCRAT. We’ll do that after.


EXTERMINATOR 2. Why?


BUREAUCRAT. Well. The last company we used didn’t get the job done. Clearly.


EXTERMINATOR 2. No?


BUREAUCRAT. You can’t hear them?


EXTERMINATOR 2. What?


BUREAUCRAT. The birds.


EXTERMINATOR 2. ’Course I can.


BUREAUCRAT. Then?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Right. Sorry.


BUREAUCRAT. So when can you get started?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Now.


BUREAUCRAT. Is it going to leave a mess? If it does you have to clean it, we don’t have time for my people to


EXTERMINATOR 2. No, no, no, not if we do one tree at a time. We net them, you see, and –


BUREAUCRAT. A tree at a time?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Not a one day job.


BUREAUCRAT. Oh, you’re not fucking serious. How long?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Didn’t…


BUREAUCRAT. That’s not what we asked for. We need them gone before – did you say nets? Don’t you use that new thing, that, that, thing with the sound waves and the


EXTERMINATOR 2. The machine. That would leave a mess, you see, because they drop like flies.


EXTERMINATOR 1. Dead?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Dead.


EXTERMINATOR 1. Didn’t know that. Wouldn’t have had a sandwich before.


EXTERMINATOR 2. Well, except we weren’t going to use that thing.


BUREAUCRAT. No, you are. I was told this would be done in a day.


EXTERMINATOR 2. By…


BUREAUCRAT. I don’t care. I told my boss it’d be done in a day.


EXTERMINATOR 2. Why the rush?


BUREAUCRAT. You’re not serious.


EXTERMINATOR 2. No.


BUREAUCRAT. The parade.


EXTERMINATOR 2. The


EXTERMINATOR 1. Oh yeah, that.


EXTERMINATOR 2. That, what?


EXTERMINATOR 1. They’ve got that victory parade coming through, what is it, day after tomorrow? Tanks and floats and all that.


BUREAUCRAT (to EXTERMINATOR 2). Why’re you the boss?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Well, alright, there’s two of us, with the nets we can do maybe two trees at a time. With the nets it’s easy, you catch them live, put the birds in the truck, move on to the…


BUREAUCRAT. Okay, then call more people. It’s not difficult.


EXTERMINATOR 2. It’s a Saturday.


BUREAUCRAT. It’s a Saturday. For fuck’s sake. Look, the only reason we hired you is because this is supposed to –


EXTERMINATOR 2. It’s the fastest way.


BUREAUCRAT. Well no, the machine stuns them dead, shoots them out of the sky in big black patches, doesn’t it? With sounds waves. Right?


Fast. Instant.


EXTERMINATOR 2. We try not to kill them, you see, there’s no need.


BUREAUCRAT. Did you bring it?


EXTERMINATOR 2.…


EXTERMINATOR 1. We did.


BUREAUCRAT. Simple. Will it cost more?


EXTERMINATOR 2. I’d really prefer if we stuck to the… it’s a simple enough job, really, we can get it done by tomorrow if we… (To EXTERMINATOR 1.) If we worked fast and smart, I reckon, would net easily thirty of them at a go, looks to be about a thousand here?


EXTERMINATOR 1. I’ve got dinner at home.


EXTERMINATOR 2. Dinner


EXTERMINATOR 1. My wife’s mother is cooking.


BUREAUCRAT. Look do you want me to lose my job?


EXTERMINATOR 2. Of course not.


BUREAUCRAT. ’Cuz I will. I fucking will lose my job if these birds are here fucking about during the parade. More than my job.


EXTERMINATOR 2. But they’ve always been here, you must’ve known that. We’ve tried to sort them out for years, but there’s too many. They keep coming back.


BUREAUCRAT. He made promises. You heard him. About taking care of these kind of things.


Cleaning up the city. You tell me how to explain to my boss that on a live broadcast going out to the entire world, there’s a black cloud of birds swooping about shitting on his parade, that we were supposed to have taken care of.


EXTERMINATOR 2. There’ll be dead birds all over the street. Look, get someone else. We don’t kill them if we don’t have to.
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