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Stanley Lane-Poole's 'The History of Moors in Spain: From the Islamic Conquest until the Fall of Kingdom of Granada' is a comprehensive exploration of the Moors' influence on Spain during the Islamic rule. Written in a scholarly and engaging style, Lane-Poole delves into the political, cultural, and architectural impact of the Moors, providing a thorough account of their interactions with the Christian kingdoms. The book also delves into the decline of the Moors and the eventual fall of the Kingdom of Granada, offering valuable insights into this crucial period in Spanish history. Lane-Poole's work is a valuable contribution to the understanding of the Islamic presence in Spain and its lasting effects on the Iberian Peninsula. Stanley Lane-Poole, a renowned historian and Orientalist, drew upon his deep knowledge of Islamic history to produce this seminal work. His extensive research and firsthand experience in the region give the book a unique perspective that is both informative and accessible to readers. I highly recommend 'The History of Moors in Spain' to anyone interested in the rich history of Islamic Spain and its impact on European civilization. Lane-Poole's meticulous research and insightful analysis make this book a must-read for those seeking a deeper understanding of this transformative period in Spanish history. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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'The Life in Ancient Times,' expertly curated by L. W. Yaggy and T. L. Haines, offers an illustrious exploration into the diverse practices, beliefs, and societal structures of ancient civilizations. This anthology spans a rich tapestry of literary styles, from insightful analytical essays to riveting narrative reenactments, providing a comprehensive view that highlights the complexities of historical cultures. The collection stands out for its depth and scope, encompassing areas seldom covered in traditional literature, such as the daily lives of ordinary people alongside the grandeur of ancient rulers and mythologies. The backgrounds of Yaggy and Haines, steeped in historical and cultural scholarship, serve as a foundation that enriches this anthology's contribution to understanding our ancient past. Their combined expertise ensures a compilation that is both accurate and engaging, aligning with significant cultural and historical studies movements. Their scholarly approach helps knit together disparate cultural narratives into a cohesive understanding of ancient human experiences, making the distant past accessible and relevant to contemporary readers. 'The Life in Ancient Times' is recommended for anyone interested in the depths of ancient civilizations and their lasting impacts on modern society. This anthology presents a unique opportunity to explore a multitude of perspectives and historical contexts, encouraging a deeper appreciation of our shared human heritage. Readers will find both education and intrigue page after page, cementing the anthology as a valuable resource for both scholars and enthusiasts of history. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Mark Twain's 'The Complete Works of Mark Twain' is a comprehensive collection that showcases the literary genius of one of America's most beloved authors. Included in this anthology are Twain's iconic novels, such as 'The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn' and 'The Adventures of Tom Sawyer', as well as his humorous short stories, incisive memoirs, and captivating travel books. Twain's writing style effortlessly blends humor, satire, and social commentary, making his works both entertaining and thought-provoking. Set against the backdrop of 19th-century America, Twain's narratives provide a vivid portrait of the complexities of the human experience. Mark Twain, known for his wit and wisdom, drew inspiration from his own experiences growing up in Missouri and working as a riverboat pilot on the Mississippi River. His keen observations of society and his knack for storytelling set him apart as a literary giant of his time. Twain's enduring legacy continues to captivate readers of all ages, making this collection a must-have for any literature enthusiast. For fans of classic American literature, Mark Twain's 'The Complete Works of Mark Twain' offers a treasure trove of timeless stories and insights. From his unforgettable characters to his sharp wit, Twain's writings are sure to leave a lasting impression on anyone who delves into this rich collection. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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Anthony Trollope, a prominent Victorian author known for his insightful portrayal of social issues and characters, presents a comprehensive collection of his works in 'The Complete Works of Anthony Trollope'. This anthology includes his popular novels, such as 'The Warden' and 'Barchester Towers', as well as lesser-known works like his engaging short stories and thought-provoking essays. Trollope's writing style is characterized by its realistic depictions of human nature and intricate plots that explore themes of morality, class, and romance within the context of 19th-century England. Readers will find themselves captivated by the rich detail and engaging narratives that Trollope masterfully weaves throughout his diverse body of work. As a prolific writer with a keen eye for social commentary, Trollope's works continue to resonate with readers today, offering a valuable insight into the complexities of Victorian society and human relationships. I highly recommend 'The Complete Works of Anthony Trollope' to anyone interested in exploring the depths of Victorian literature and immersing themselves in the world of one of the era's finest storytellers. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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The 'The Jolly Roger Tales: 60+ Pirate Novels, Treasure-Hunt Tales & Sea Adventures' serves as a treasure chest of maritime narratives, uniting a spectrum of voices that sail across various oceans of literary styles and epochs. This anthology not only recounts high-seas adventures but also plumbs the depths of human ambition, camaraderie, and betrayal. From swashbuckling pirates to stoic adventurers seeking untold treasures, the collection showcases an eclectic range of storytelling, including poetic prose, historical accuracies, and thrilling fictions. Among its myriad styles, the collection includes pivotal works that have shaped the genre of nautical literature and influenced countless subsequent works. The backgrounds of the authors and editors featured in this anthology are as diverse as the stories themselves. Figures such as Daniel Defoe and Robert Louis Stevenson bring their iconic, historically rooted narratives that have cemented their works within the canons of English literature, while others like Edgar Allan Poe and Jules Verne offer their trademark narratives infused with dark romanticism and visionary adventures, respectively. Collectively, these authors contribute to a historical and cultural conversation about the romance and realities of the sea—a theme they explore in ways that continue to resonate through time and across literary borders. 'The Jolly Roger Tales' invites readers to embark on an expansive voyage through high tides and tempestuous journeys. As much educational as it is entertaining, the anthology presents an invaluable opportunity to explore multiple perspectives on sea adventures and pirate tales, from the fantastical to the historical. It offers a unique lens through which new and seasoned readers alike can appreciate the enduring allure of the pirate narrative and its impact on broader cultural and historical discourses. For anyone fascinated by the complexities of maritime lawlessness and the lure of the unknown, this collection promises rich insights and endless excitement.
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    At its core, this book weighs the friction between conquest and cultivation, asking how armies, beliefs, and ideas can overturn a land and then adorn it with learning and art. Stanley Lane-Poole narrates a long chapter of Iberian history in which political struggle coexists with urban brilliance, scientific curiosity, and refined courtly life. Without romanticizing defeat or simplifying faith, he follows the arc of a society that rose from swift incursions to a sustained flowering of culture. The result is a study of power tempered by civility, and of creativity forged amid uncertainty, a pattern that gives the narrative its enduring charge.

This is a work of narrative history set across medieval al-Andalus and the wider Iberian Peninsula, first published in the late nineteenth century by the British scholar Stanley Lane-Poole. Writing in the Victorian era, he draws on chronicles and earlier research to shape a clear, accessible account intended for general readers. The book compresses several centuries into a continuous story, moving from early footholds to later transformations in governance, culture, and daily life. Though modern scholarship has expanded the field, Lane-Poole’s volume remains a representative example of popular historical synthesis from its time, animated by smooth prose and an eye for vivid detail.

The narrative begins by situating readers in a peninsula newly connected to North Africa and the eastern Mediterranean, where new rulers organize towns, fields, and courts while negotiating with entrenched communities. Across the chapters, the book tracks political shifts alongside the making of roads, irrigation, schools, and libraries, sketching how trade and scholarship knit cities together. Lane-Poole’s voice is polished and steady, favoring synthesis over technical debate and momentum over exhaustive annotation. The tone remains measured, occasionally wistful when describing the fortunes of cities and families, and the pacing invites a continuous read rather than episodic consultation, rewarding patient attention.

A central theme is the transformative power of contact: the meeting of languages, crafts, and beliefs that reshapes foodways, dress, urban design, and intellectual horizons. The book lingers on the institutions that sustain such change—courts, academies, workshops, and markets—and on the habits of tolerance and discipline that allow them to function, even amid pressure. Arts flourish beside practical sciences; poetry converses with mathematics and medicine; and architecture embodies ideals of order and leisure. Lane-Poole emphasizes the circulation of knowledge across frontiers and the ways in which Iberia becomes a hinge between worlds, transmitting ideas that will echo far beyond the peninsula.

A companion theme is the fragility of pluralism. The story attends to dynastic fractures, frontier rivalries, and reforming impulses that test the capacity of cities to host competing loyalties. Periods of relative openness can harden into suspicion; learned patronage can yield to austerity; and the arts of peace must continually adapt to the demands of defense. Lane-Poole, writing from a nineteenth-century British perspective, conveys this tension with clarity while reflecting stylistic habits of his time, which modern readers may weigh with care. The drama is not only martial or theological; it is administrative, economic, and personal, measuring how communities survive strain.

The book matters now because it offers a concrete, layered picture of how diverse societies build institutions, share knowledge, and negotiate difference over long spans of time. Readers interested in the history of science, urbanism, and education will find models of transmission and adaptation that complicate simplistic narratives of European development. The chapters also speak to contemporary debates about migration, religious coexistence, and the stewardship of land and water in regions shaped by scarcity. By tracing successes and failures without reducing them to slogans, Lane-Poole’s account invites reflection on civic resilience and on the cultural dividends of intellectual hospitality.

Approached as a gracefully crafted survey from the Victorian era, The Story of Moors in Spain rewards readers who balance appreciation with inquiry. Its panoramas of cities, scholars, artisans, and rulers build a coherent picture of change without exhausting the archives, making it a strong gateway to further study. One can read it for the pleasures of narrative and for the stimulus to consult newer research that refines its claims. Above all, the book invites a patient consideration of how cultures meet and make one another, a theme as urgent today as when Lane-Poole first offered his account.
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    The Story of the Moors in Spain, by Stanley Lane-Poole, presents a chronological history of Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula, tracing political, social, and cultural transformations from the early eighth century to the fall of Granada. The narrative opens with the conditions of late Visigothic Spain and the crossing from North Africa, setting a stage of shifting allegiances and opportunity. Lane-Poole establishes the book’s central questions: how a new ruling elite consolidated power, how it governed a diverse society, and how shifting balances among Muslim, Christian, and Jewish communities shaped a distinctive civilization whose achievements and conflicts would define medieval Iberia.

Following the 711 invasion led from North Africa, the book recounts the swift collapse of Visigothic authority and the incorporation of al-Andalus into the wider Islamic world. Lane-Poole traces the consolidation of power culminating in the arrival of Abd al-Rahman I, an Umayyad prince who established an independent emirate at Córdoba. He examines the practical challenges of rule: reconciling Arab and Berber factions, suppressing regional revolts, regularizing taxation, and fostering urban growth and irrigation that supported prosperity. Administrative habits and court culture take shape, and the peninsula’s cities—Córdoba above all—emerge as focal points of authority, commerce, and scholarship.

At its height in the tenth century, the narrative centers on the transformation of the emirate into the Caliphate of Córdoba under Abd al-Rahman III and the further consolidation of institutions and patronage under al-Hakam II. Lane-Poole describes a courtly milieu that encouraged libraries, philosophy, medicine, and the arts, alongside advances in agriculture and crafts. Architectural projects and orderly administration symbolize confidence and stability. The book foregrounds the negotiated coexistence of communities, noting both collaboration and legal distinctions, and depicts a cosmopolitan economy that connected Iberia with North Africa and the Mediterranean. Intellectual exchange and refined urban life define this phase.

After this zenith, Lane-Poole turns to court intrigues and military mobilization that reoriented priorities. The dominance of powerful ministers and the strain of campaigns against northern kingdoms, though tactically successful, exposed institutional fragilities. Civil war shattered the caliphate, and the peninsula fragmented into rival taifas. The book traces how these small states competed for prestige, hired allies, and paid tribute, while still sponsoring poets, scholars, and builders. This juxtaposition of political weakness and cultural resilience is a key thread: diplomacy and patronage flourished even as territorial control contracted, and the balance with Christian neighbors became increasingly dependent on payments and shifting alliances.

The narrative then follows reforming movements from the Maghreb—the Almoravids and, later, the Almohads—whose interventions sought to restore unity and religious discipline. Lane-Poole emphasizes the cycle of revival and strain: initial military successes and administrative tightening gave way to new tensions, local resistance, and renewed fractures. Interactions with Castile, León, Aragon, and Portugal intensify, and the book marks decisive moments when the military balance shifted, most notably a great coalition victory for the northern kingdoms in the early thirteenth century. The effect was gradual contraction of Muslim rule to the south, with frontier fortresses contested and urban centers changing hands.

The final political act centers on the Nasrid kingdom of Granada, a resilient state that balanced tribute, diplomacy, and coastal commerce with periodic warfare. Lane-Poole details its court culture and architectural refinement, with Granada’s palaces emblematic of an art that persisted under pressure. Relations with Castile and Aragon hardened as those crowns consolidated. Internal rivalries, shifting commanders, and sieges recur until the last redoubt yielded in the late fifteenth century. The book outlines the negotiated terms, the status of Muslim subjects under new rulers, and the narrowing of that space, framing the transition from Muslim to Christian hegemony as both political and social upheaval.

A concluding reflection gathers the book’s principal themes: the formation of a sophisticated polity, the interplay of faith and governance, and the fragility of power under internal division and external pressure. Lane-Poole underscores the lasting material and intellectual legacies of al-Andalus—its architectures, irrigation, letters, and transmission of learning—while acknowledging the conflicts that accompanied them. As a late nineteenth-century synthesis, the work invites readers to reconsider medieval Iberia as a zone of exchange rather than a simple frontier. Its enduring resonance lies in showing how cultural vitality can persist amid rivalry, and how choices in policy and tolerance shape the fate of states.
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    Iberia in the early eighth century was a Visigothic kingdom centered on Toledo, governed through councils and episcopal institutions. In 711, forces led by Tariq ibn Ziyad, under the Umayyad governor Musa ibn Nusayr, crossed the Strait of Gibraltar and defeated King Roderic, opening the way to Muslim rule over most of the peninsula. The new province, al-Andalus, organized taxation (jizya and kharaj), appointed qadis, and permitted Christian and Jewish communities as protected dhimmis. Arabic administration, urban markets, and mosque-centered learning took root. Stanley Lane-Poole frames this transition as a decisive civilizational shift that anchors his narrative of Spain’s Islamic centuries.

In 756, Abd al-Rahman I, an Umayyad survivor of the Abbasid revolution, established an independent emirate at Córdoba. He began the Great Mosque in the 780s and consolidated authority through coinage, governors, and alliances. Under Abd al-Rahman III (r. 912–961), the state reached its zenith; in 929 he assumed the caliphal title, rivaling Abbasids and Fatimids. His court built the palatine city of Madinat al-Zahra and pursued Mediterranean diplomacy. These institutions fostered centralized governance and artistic patronage. Lane-Poole highlights this phase to illustrate orderly rule, architectural splendor, and confident statecraft that, in his view, distinguish Andalusi power from contemporary European polities.

The tenth century also saw intense cultural activity. Caliph al-Hakam II patronized scholars and amassed a large royal library in Córdoba. Medical and scientific works by figures such as al-Zahrawi (Albucasis) and Maslama al-Majriti circulated widely; Ibn Hazm contributed theology and literature. Agricultural innovations—acequia irrigation, waterwheels, and crops like citrus, sugarcane, rice, and cotton—supported urban prosperity. From the twelfth century, paper manufacture at Xàtiva (Játiva) aided book production. Multilingual milieus of Arabic, Romance, and Hebrew nurtured poetry and philosophy. Lane-Poole emphasizes these verifiable achievements to argue that Andalusi learning and material culture set high standards for medieval Europe.

Alongside Andalusi consolidation, northern Christian polities—Asturias (later León), Navarre, Aragón, and the Catalan counties—emerged and expanded. Early resistance at Covadonga entered legend, but frontier dynamics alternated among warfare, tribute, and trade. Marcher zones fostered fortified settlements and exchanges of technology and goods. By the eleventh century, shifting balances culminated in the capture of Toledo by Alfonso VI in 1085, a strategic watershed that opened central Iberia to Christian rule. Lane-Poole interprets such frontiers as conduits of transmission as much as conflict, a perspective that underscores his interest in cultural contact over purely military narratives.

Civil war in al-Andalus (1009–1031) ended the caliphate and produced rival taifa kingdoms that competed in patronage of poetry, learning, and architecture, as at Zaragoza’s Aljafería. Christian pressure intensified, prompting the Almoravids from North Africa to intervene after the Battle of Sagrajas (Zallaqa) in 1086. Their rule gave way in the mid-twelfth century to the Almohads, who built monuments such as Seville’s Giralda. Policies varied: while courts sponsored scholars, others, including Almohad authorities, imposed stricter religious norms; Maimonides’ family left Córdoba under their rule. Lane-Poole acknowledges both refined court culture and episodes of repression within these trans-Mediterranean reform movements.

The decisive Christian victory at Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212 broke Almohad power in Iberia. Subsequent decades saw Córdoba (1236), Valencia (1238), and Seville (1248) fall to Castile and Aragón, while scholarly exchange accelerated. The Toledo translation movement—active from the twelfth century under Archbishop Raymond and later supported by Alfonso X—rendered Arabic science and philosophy into Latin and Castilian, disseminating Aristotle, medicine, and astronomy. Mudéjar communities remained under Christian rulers, contributing crafts and architecture. Lane-Poole treats this period as a channel through which Andalusi knowledge entered Latin Europe, shaping his broader thesis about transmission and legacy.

From the 1230s, the Nasrid Emirate of Granada endured as a tributary state, maintaining diplomacy, commerce with the Maghreb, and a brilliant court culture. The Alhambra’s palaces and inscriptions testify to Nasrid architectural achievement. Political dependency deepened as Castile advanced, culminating in Granada’s capitulation in 1492 to Ferdinand and Isabella. The Treaty of Granada initially guaranteed Muslim religious rights; subsequent policies in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries led to forced conversions and unrest. Lane-Poole presents Granada as a last flowering of Andalusi art and letters, overshadowed by the consolidation of a confessional monarchy.

After 1492, the Spanish monarchy intensified confessional uniformity. The Inquisition, established in 1478, pursued cases among conversos and later Moriscos. The Alhambra Decree expelled practicing Jews in 1492; orders in 1502 (Castile) and 1526 (Aragón) mandated Muslim conversion, followed by the Alpujarras revolt (1568–1571) and the expulsion of Moriscos (1609–1614). Historians document economic and cultural dislocations alongside state centralization. Writing in 1886 within The Story of the Nations series, Stanley Lane-Poole, informed by Arabic chronicles (e.g., al-Maqqari) and modern scholarship (e.g., Dozy, Gayangos), extols Andalusi civilization and critiques persecution, reflecting a Victorian liberal, Orientalist appraisal grounded in philological sources.
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The history of Spain offers us a melancholy contrast[1q]. Twelve hundred years ago, Tarik the Moor[1] added the land of the Visigoths to the long catalogue of kingdoms subdued by the Moslems. For nearly eight centuries, under her Mohammedan rulers, Spain set to all Europe a shining example of a civilized and enlightened State. Her fertile provinces, rendered doubly prolific by the industry and engineering skill of her conquerors, bore fruit an hundredfold. Cities innumerable sprang up in the rich valleys of the Guadalquivir and the Guadiana, whose names, and names only, still commemorate the vanished glories of their past. Art, literature, and science prospered, as they then prospered nowhere else in Europe. Students flocked from France and Germany and England to drink from the fountain of learning which flowed only in the cities of the Moors. The surgeons and doctors of Andalusia were in the van of science: women were encouraged to devote themselves to serious study, and the lady doctor was not unknown among the people of Cordova. Mathematics, astronomy and botany, history, philosophy and jurisprudence were to be mastered in Spain, and Spain alone. The practical work of the field, the scientific methods of irrigation, the arts of fortification and shipbuilding, the highest and most elaborate products of the loom, the graver and the hammer, the potter's wheel and the mason's trowel, were brought to perfection by the Spanish Moors. In the practice of war no less than in the arts of peace they long stood supreme. Their fleets disputed the command of the Mediterranean with the Fatimites, while their armies carried fire and sword through the Christian marches. The Cid himself, the national hero, long fought on the Moorish side, and in all save education was more than half a Moor. Whatsoever makes a kingdom great and prosperous, whatsoever tends to refinement and civilization, was found in Moslem Spain.

In 1492 the last bulwark of the Moors gave way before the crusade of Ferdinand and Isabella, and with Granada fell all Spain's greatness. For a brief while, indeed, the reflection of the Moorish splendour cast a borrowed light upon the history of the land which it had once warmed with its sunny radiance. The great epoch of Isabella, Charles V., and Philip II., of Columbus, Cortes, and Pizarro, shed a last halo about the dying moments of a mighty State. Then followed the abomination of desolation, the rule of the Inquisition, and the blackness of darkness in which Spain has been plunged ever since. In the land where science was once supreme, the Spanish doctors became noted for nothing but their ignorance and incapacity, and the discoveries of Newton and Harvey were condemned as pernicious to the faith. Where once seventy public libraries had fed the minds of scholars, and half a million books had been gathered together at Cordova for the benefit of the world, such indifference to learning afterwards prevailed, that the new capital, Madrid, possessed no public library in the eighteenth century, and even the manuscripts of the Escurial were denied in our own days to the first scholarly historian of the Moors, though himself a Spaniard. The sixteen thousand looms of Seville soon dwindled to a fifth of their ancient number; the arts and industries of Toledo and Almeria faded into insignificance; the very baths—public buildings of equal ornament and use—were destroyed because cleanliness savoured too strongly of rank infidelity. The land, deprived of the skilful irrigation of the Moors, grew impoverished and neglected; the richest and most fertile valleys languished and were deserted; most of the populous cities which had filled every district of Andalusia fell into ruinous decay; and beggars, friars, and bandits took the place of scholars, merchants, and knights. So low fell Spain when she had driven away the Moors. Such is the melancholy contrast offered by her history.
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