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relief-carved embellishments
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Coloring Books

By

Mindy Kinsey

The coloring fad has a side benefit: the 

designs are great for woodworking, too!

50
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printmaking or decoration
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By
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Practice two expressions on 
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By
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Nairi Safaryan uses an indescribable 

technique to create utterly unique art 

43

High Relief, High Fantasy

A lifelong fan of fantasy novels, Randy 

Stoner tries to capture the tales in wood

FEATURES

in this 

issue

34





[image: image]

www.woodcarvingillustrated.com

3

WOODCARVINGILLUSTRATED.COM

PROJECTS

• 

Bonus Patterns

Choose alternate shield 

patterns for the Chess Set 
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info on another version of the 

Perpetual Calendar (pg. 80), 

and download coloring pages 

for crafts and carving (pg. 46).

Check out 

Woodcarving 
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Follow us on Twitter, 

twitter.com/woodcarving
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By
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Comical carving is also 

a functional hanger

•

More 

Woodchips

Meet an artist who carves 

realistic airplanes (pg. 96).

54

60

4

Editor’s Note

6

Letters to the Editor

8

Reader Gallery

14

Tips and Techniques

92

Calendar of Events

94

Coming Features

95

Ad Directory &

Classified Ads

96

Woodchips

DEPTS.

COVER

DIY Carver’s

Vise ...

73

Defy the Eye ...

18

“Game of Thrones”

Fan Chess Set ...

34

Litho Print

Blocks ...

50

Low-Relief

Portraits ...

86

Coloring Book

Patterns ...

46





[image: image]

Woodcarving Illustrated 

|

SPRING 2017

4

Identification Statement: 

Woodcarving Illustrated

vol. 21, no. 1 

(Spring 2017) (ISSN#1096-2816) is published quarterly by Fox Chapel 

Publishing Co. Inc., 1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520. 

Periodical 

Postage paid at East Petersburg, PA, and additional mailing offi

ces. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520.

Woodcarving and the use of associated equipment can potentially result in health hazards and 

injuries. 

While we cannot impose safety standards in every article, we do ask that you make safety 

your number one priority. 

Protect your respiratory system, hearing, vision, and the rest of your body 

with the proper safety equipment and prudent precautions. 

Read manuals supplied with your tools. 

Be aware most accidents occur when you are tired or distracted. 

And when in doubt, seek advice from 

professionals on how to keep your tools sharp and maintained. 

Volume 21, Number 1 (Issue No. 78)

How-To Magazine for Carvers™

Internet: www.WoodcarvingIllustrated.com


Woodcarving Illustrated Magazine

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520

Phone: 717-560-4703

Fax: 717-560-4702

Our Mission: 

To promote woodcarving as an 

artform and an enjoyable pastime.

Publisher

Alan Giagnocavo

Editor

Mindy Kinsey 

Technical Editor

Bob Duncan

Editorial Assistant

Kristen Scanlan

Art Director

Jon Deck

Founding Editor

Roger Schroeder

Contributing Photographers

Lindsay Garner

Technical Illustrators

John Allard

Jon Deck

Carolyn Mosher

Newsstand Distribution: Curtis Circulation Company

Circulation Consultant: National Publisher Services

Printed by Fry Communications

©2016 by Fox Chapel Publishing Co. Inc.

All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA

Subscription rates in US dollars:

One year

$24.95

Two years

$49.90

Canada

One year

$29.95

Two years

$59.90

International

One year 

$34.95

Two years 

$69.90

Customer Service for Subscribers

Please call toll-free 888-506-6630, 

or visit our website: www.WoodcarvingIllustrated.com


Display Advertising/Classifieds

For rates and/or a media kit, please 

call Michele Sensenig at 717-286-0090 or 800-457-9112 x104,

or e-mail sensenig@FoxChapelPublishing.com


Wholesale/Distribution

Woodcarving Illustrated

is available to retailers for 

resale on advantageous terms. 

Contact Sales Support for details:

Ext. 105 or sales@foxchapelpublishing.com.


Spring 2017

Customer Service for Subscribers

Visit www.WoodcarvingIllustrated.com, call 888-506-6630, 

or write: Woodcarving Illustrated, 1970 Broad Street,

East Petersburg, PA 17520

Printed in USA

Try It, You Might Like It

I come from a long line of crafters—we knit, crochet, 

embroider, sew, etc. We enjoy the activities for their own 

sakes as well as to have whatever object we’re producing, 

but we’re also somewhat compelled to “keep our hands 

busy.” Some people eat popcorn while they watch movies; 

I color, and have since I was a kid.* 

Coloring is relaxing and satisfyingly artsy without 

being difficult, expensive, time consuming, or messy. When 

coloring for adults became popular a couple of years ago, it made 

sense to me. And as our parent company, Fox Chapel Publishing, 

got involved in the trend and I saw a whole lot more coloring 

books, something else made sense, too: coloring books make good 

woodworking patterns.

To demonstrate some of the possibilities, we worked with a 

team of woodworkers to make “Creative Projects from Coloring 

Books” (page 46). I hope it will help you see the woodworking 

potential in coloring books and serve as a springboard for making 

your own projects. (I know most of you don’t scroll, but I included 

the projects here for additional inspiration.) Of course you don’t 

have to use Fox coloring books, although we have lots of good ones 

and we’ve posted a few pages on our website to get you started. 

Not interested in playing with patterns? No problem—this 

issue has lots more to offer. We’ll teach you how to turn a photo 

into a relief-carved portrait (page 86), and how to turn a relief-

carved block into a print (page 50). Keep busy all winter carving 

a complete chess set (page 34). (It doesn’t take long to make each 

piece, but you need quite a few of them.) Plan ahead for summer 

and make a carving frame that will let you work outside (page 73). 

Carve our panda cub, and then pull out your woodburner and 

practice making fur texture (page 28). Start with the body and the 

black paint will hide your mistakes as you learn the technique. By 

the time you do the white areas, you’ll be an expert.

Finally, I’d like to draw your attention to our Reader Gallery, 

which starts on page 8. We are always looking for artwork to 

feature. Once you try one of the techniques in this issue, snap a 

photo and send it in for consideration. If you need help taking good 

photos, visit our website and type “photo tips” in the search box for 

advice. We’d love to hear from you!

Mindy Kinsey

Kinsey@FoxChapelPublishing.com

*OK, I eat popcorn, too. I particularly like 

it with cheddar cheese powder.

Note to Professional Copy Services — The publisher grants you 

permission to make up to ten copies for any purchaser of this 

magazine who states the copies are for personal use.

editor’s 

note
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FOX HUNT

Jim Tharp of Clackamas, Ore., and Tommy Anderson of 

Quitman, La., are the winners drawn from the correct 

entries received for 

WCI

Fall 2016 (Issue 76). The fox was 

in the Barrie Casement feature article, in the lower right 

corner of the cathedral doors photo on page 59.

Find the fox in this issue, and contact us with the page 

number and location. Two readers randomly selected from 

all correct replies will receive a $25 Fox Chapel Publishing 

gift certificate. Entries must be received by April 6, 2017, to 

be eligible. 

NOTE: With his feet on the “ground,” the contest fox 

faces left (other foxes in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to: 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, Attn: Find the 

Fox, 1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, Pa. 17520, or enter 

online under the contests link at www.



woodcarvingillustrated.com. 

A Group 

Effort

We’d love to hear from you! Send 

your thoughts and comments 

about our magazine and 

woodcarving in general to: 

Letters, Woodcarving Illustrated, 

1970 Broad St., East Petersburg, 

PA 17520, or e-mail editors@


woodcarvingillustrated.com.

letters 

to the editor

The River Bend Carving Club of 

Racine, Wis., decided to carve 

Noah’s Ark along with a Nativity 

set shortly before 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

Winter 2016 (Issue 

74) was published. We were 

delighted when we received the 

issue. The club liked the look of 

Betty Padden’s ark and used the pattern for our project. We used different Noah 

and animal patterns. We were looking for an annual project that would be suitable 

for carvers of all levels and this did the trick. One person carved the ark to keep the 

look consistent. We unveiled the project at our annual picnic in August and offered 

it for sale at the annual Walk in the Woods Art Fair. The River Bend Carving Club 

has offered carving classes for the past two years at the River Bend Nature Center on 

the first and third Saturdays of the month from 9:30am to 11:30am for prospective 

carvers 10 years of age and older. Some of the students have become members and 

participated in this year’s ark project.

Bob Puder 

President of the River Bend Carving Club

Racine, Wis.

Members of the River Bend 

Carving Club of Racine, Wis., 

display their carvings of 

Noah’s ark and the Nativity at 

the club’s annual art fair.

A Carver Recognized

I enjoyed the article “Learning to Carve 

Soap” by Barbara Millikan in 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

Summer/Fall 2016 (Issue 76), 

especially since you noted that the tools used 

at your Open House came courtesy of the 

Desert Woodcarving Show. We added soap 

carving to give kids something to do at the 

show and were surprised by how many adults 

sat down to try it.

I showed your article to Jim Sublet, a 

retired engineer who designed and built all 

of the tools for our show. I can’t tell you how 

happy he was to see his tools featured in 

your magazine. Jim has made 100 sets of the 

wooden tools—that’s 300 tools!

I didn’t tell Jim, but I planned right then 

to let you know who made the tools in hopes 

that you could make mention of Jim’s efforts. 

I wanted to send this photograph in hopes 

that you could recognize Jim in some way—

believe me, it would make his day!

Jerry Chapman

Via email

Jim Sublet displays 

a handmade set of 

soap carving tools.
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reader 

gallery

Spencer Tinkham 

Norfolk, Va. 

The sight of trash around the waterways of the 

Chesapeake Bay has always irritated Spencer 

Tinkham. He decided to pick up as much as he 

could find, recycling the plastics but keeping 

the wood and metal. Spencer then combined 

his passions for woodcarving and conservation 

to create sculptures from the found materials. 

Spencer carves the bodies of his herons from 

wood he took from a collapsed house and makes 

the necks and heads from tree branches. He 

adds legs made from industrial welding rods, 

bases cut from an old pine fishing pier plank, and 

cast lead feet made from a handcarved mold. 

Spenser painted the herons with oils that he 

mixed from scratch in oyster shells using pigment 

powders.

See more of Spencer’s work at www.



tinkhamdecoysandfolkart.com.

1 
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2

4

reader 

gallery

2

Patrick Mullally

New Glasgow, N.S.

Patrick Mullally’s white 

birch wood spirits are 

approximately 2" by 

14" (51mm by 35.6cm). 

He adds a little paint to 

the eyes to make them 

sparkle with life.

View 

more of Patrick’s work at 


www.irishcarving.com. 

3

Harry Thompson

Doylestown, Pa.

Harry Thompson 

handcarved this 

bouquet, 12" by 16" 

(30.5cm by 40.6cm), 

from one piece of 

wood. He finished it 

with boiled linseed 

oil, mineral spirits, and 

shellac. 

Contact Harry at 

harry-thompson

@live.com

.

4

Clayton Johnson

Albert Lea, Minn.

Clayton Johnson carves 

doors and drawer fronts 

from 1" (25mm)-thick 

basswood boards using 

a jigsaw and hand tools. 

View more of Clayton’s 

work at sites.google.com/



site/clayton707/.

3
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Brent Helmick

Marina, Calif.

Brent Helmick based his 

inlaid carvings of sand 

dollars on sketches by a 

19th century biologist 

and carved them from 

assorted varieties 

of wood, including 

cocobolo, teak, elm, and 

holly. 

Contact Brent at 

albahelmick@att.


net.

6

Dave Speer

Austin, Texas

Dave Speer’s life-size 

kingfisher is 10" (25.4cm)

tall, carved from a single 

piece of basswood, and 

finished with oil paint. 

See more of Dave’s work 

at www.etsy.com/shop/



DaveSpeerWildlifeArt.

7

Ming-yu Li

Ming-yu Li created 

Forget, Never Forget

to 

express sadness. He 

made the 13¾

" by 16

" 

by 63" (35cm by 42cm 

by 16m) sculpture from 

pine and elm. 

8

Kenan Schultz 

Baytown, Texas

Kenan Schultz carved 

this 6" (15.2cm)-tall 

horse from pecan 

wood he harvested 

after Hurricane 

Ike blew through 

Houston. 

Visit Kenan at 

www.kenanschultz.com.

Share your latest work!

Send good, clear photos (professional 

color prints or 300dpi resolution digital 

images) and 100 words describing your 

project to: Reader Gallery, 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

, 1970 Broad St., East 

Petersburg, PA 17520, or e-mail editors@



woodcarvingillustrated.com.

reader 

gallery

7

6

5





[image: image]

www.woodcarvingillustrated.com

13





[image: image]

Woodcarving Illustrated 

|

SPRING 2017

14

Submit and win! 

Send your favorite tip to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 1970 Broad St., East 

Petersburg, Pa., 17520, or e-mail editors@



woodcarvingillustrated.com. The Top Tip in 

each issue wins a $25 Fox Chapel Gift Card. 

Make organizing your home or office more fun by 

turning carvings into card or photo holders. I adapted 

patterns from 

Carving Flat-Plane Caricatures

by 

Harley Refsal and 

Carving Little Guys

by Keith 

Randich, and then drilled holes through their hands 

so they can each hold a paperclip. I use the carvings to 

display business cards, place cards, and photos, but you 

could also carve a chef to make a recipe card holder for 

your kitchen. 

Making a Card Holder

Choose a pattern that appeals to you. My small figure 
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CUSTER SOUTH DAKOTA * Dale Schaffer, Owner

ABSOLUTE AUCTION

Utilizing the “Online Only” Auction format
OPEN FOR BIDDING TUESDAY, MARCH 7 to
MONDAY, MARCH 13, 2017 5:00 PM MST

SELLING THE ENTIRE COLLECTION OF
DR. HARLEY NIBLACK, ONE OF THE ORIGINAL
ANIMATORS OF DISNEYLAND & MUCH MORE!

The Niblack collection of over 150 carvings and original art
pieces represent the life work of Dr. Harley Niblack (1894-1966),
originally achiropractor from Denver. His love was woodcarving
10 which he dedicated over 70,000 hours creating miniature &
life size figures, miniature steam engines, paintings, furniture
and more. Dr. Niblack may be best remembered for his
pioneering work in animation. Three of the animated scenes
offered were once displayed at the Smithsonian Institute, and
from 1954-55 he helped design and build the animation at
Disneyland.

This auction features 25+ Niblack carved scenes, primarily
satirical depictions of lfe in the old west and of the medical
profession, most of which are mechanically animated. Also
included are 85+ individual wood carvingsincludinga duplicate
of a carving of Will Rodgers, given to President Eisenhower,
selling with a signed letter from the President thanking Dr.
Niblack for the carving. Also selling, a unique set of hand
carved and leather upholstered furniture used personally by Dr.
Niblack. This collection also includes many original paintings,
lamps, mechanical steam engines, model phones and more!

75+ carvings and artwork from notable artists including
20+ Kirt Curtis wildiife carvings, 2 art antler lamps by Tony
Ramer, and many others. Many quality pieces depict wildlife,
nature scenes, bikers, ANRI figurines and more.

Finall,sellingthe entire remaining gift & souvenirinventory,
tshirts, display cases, office & retail related, home furnishings,
tools, shop related and so much more!

AUCTIONEER'S NOTE: The National Museum of Wood-
carvings has been an ever popular Black Hills of SDattraction
for 40+ years. Owner i retiring and offering this spectacular
collection _at Absolute “Online Auction”, without
reserve! This is a rare opportunity to purchase truly one of
a kind, museum quality Americana woodcarvings, pioneer
animation and much more!

Scving thesockiuts ot ooreo Terms & Conditions: Absolute Auction,seling n $50:+individual ot tothe highest bidders
BR ADEEN without minimum or reserve bid! The “online only” auction method will be utilized. Online
pen Tues. March 7 at 600 am through Mon. March 13 at 500 pm MST. Slling As-Is,
REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS /i . No buyer premium. Onsit setlement on March 14. Removal at buyes sk &expense,
WEER 14 days or by arrangement. Shipping service available at buyers cost.
5956732629 See complete terms,conditions, inspection dates & details at www.bradeenauction.com.
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CARVE CONFIDENTLY WITH
KUTZALL TOOLS

- Incredibly smooth control
- Superior material removal
- Stays sharp longer
- Hassle-free maintenance

Shop our complete line of Burrs,
Dish Wheels, Sanding Discs & Hand Rasps!

‘The Carvin' Jack® ..there’s no other tool
like itin the entire world:

E Flexcut

CARVING KNIVES
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The Only Limitation is Your Imagination
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Phone 732-938-5556 44 Main Street For Pricing and Ordering Information
Fax 732-938-9037 Farmingdale, NJ 07727 Visit www.woodburning.com
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The largest selection of Ashley lles tools in North America _
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