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    Walney Channel




    There’s a door frame in the channel,




    made of thin black twisted wood.




     




    When the tide is in, it leads to water.




    When the tide is out, it leads to mud




     




    and the beginning of the old road




    across the channel. Listen at dusk




     




    for the shouts of those who walked




    that channel years ago. This was just




     




    a crossing, the only way, before the bridge




    was built. Each morning you’ll hear




     




    the shipyard siren calling men to work.




    Wait and watch the path appear




     




    like the spine of some forgotten animal




    turning in its sleep before you come




     




    to find me. Wear boots, or go barefoot.




    Don’t stop, and if you hear them




     




    calling, don’t turn around. You’ll see




    barnacles and seaweed on my causeway




     




    and a blue boat waiting at the shore.
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