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“When my mind


visualises the pristine


wilderness of the


saltwater flats, there


is one species that I


picture marauding


across them…”
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PART I


GUIDE







To fish for giant trevally, first you must understand your quarry. What is it about their physical make up that allows them to be so successful? This section will guide you to a greater understanding of the species, where they like to hunt and why, how you locate them and what equipment you need to tackle them. You will discover best practices for fighting them on the fly and for releasing them unharmed.
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CHAPTER 1 - THE BEGINNING





The giant trevally (GT) or Caranx ignoblis. This species always has the power to make me shiver with excitement. In my mind’s eye I see a pack of them charge across the flats, ripping into bait fish, before surging off at a tangent, pushing water off their snouts like some kind of half-submerged nuclear submarine. In the line-up from bonefish to tarpon, GTs have captured my heart. All trevally species offer the fly angler a huge test of skill and endurance, but GTs will push your tackle to destruction. I have seen them pluck an angler’s soul from his body, destroying hundreds of pounds’ worth of tackle he has spent the last six months carefully researching and saving for. I have seen GTs charge out from overhanging coral, smash a fly, then eat another angler’s fly before tearing out to sea dragging both lines, before cutting them both on the reef. The pièce de résistance was a client of mine who was charged by a pack of GTs on the flats on Cosmoledo. As she cast and began to strip the fly, the front fish came out of the water and bit the top four inches off her brand new Sage 12# fly rod. They are so beautifully aggressive. They are the bulldogs of the flats.


Early in my saltwater career as I fished around the Caribbean I heard tales of this mad fish species that swam in other waters, had the power of permit but were ferocious with it. Having spent a number of years with a permit obsession, the thought of chasing after a fish species that might be more inclined to actually eat a fly seemed very attractive. These fish of my dreams were to be found in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific and apparently were too powerful to land on fly. It was only later I discovered that a collective of innovative souls had been catching them on fly on the far-flung atoll of Christmas Island (Kiritimati) in the Republic of Kiribati for several decades. At that time, saltwater fishing had only just ventured across the Atlantic from the US and our focus was still very much on bonefish. When it comes to saltwater flats fishing, we Europeans were some way behind our American cousins.


My first opportunity came when fishing in the Seychelles in the early 2000s. Having sated my need to catch bonefish that day, my guide Serge Samson asked if I would like to try and catch a GT. I still remember the thrill I felt at his words, offering me the opportunity I had been waiting for. Up to this point, my flats experience had been limited to the major Caribbean fisheries, so when we headed away from the comparative safety of the shallows and began to wade deep in the surf line trying to spot GTs, I have to admit I was a little apprehensive. I was fully aware what other species were lurking in the spume and I had never before deep waded in the crashing white water. If someone told me then that 15 years later, every time I saw a shark I would run towards it instead of away from it, I would have thought they were quite mad!
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GT from the flats of Cosmoledo, Seychelles








Back then the hunting instinct kicked in, even though I really had no idea what I was looking for. Suddenly, out of nowhere, an electric blue shape against the green turtle grass appeared like an apparition in front of me. I was so shocked, my cast with the then very foreign 12# was not much more than a flop of 10ft and the fly landed in a dishevelled heap. Previous flats experience would dictate I had spooked my quarry with that cast, but this fish turned on it in a flash, engulfed the fly and took off to the surf line. The speed of the attack and the sheer power of that run completely took me by surprise as I hung on for dear life. I remember thinking at the time, ‘This is incredible, I have to do this again!’


My first GT was not massive: a small 20lb fish – but it left me with such an overwhelming impression of the manner in which it was caught, and the power of that run, that I was hooked. Since then I have hunted GTs far and wide across the globe, from the Seychelles to Sudan to Christmas Island. Every trip I have done and every encounter I have had, I have strived to understand this extraordinary fish a little more. As a fly rod species, they are unique. Yes, tarpon get bigger and jump out of the water, sailfish and other billfish may run faster, but there is nothing that will prepare you for the speed with which GTs move on the flats. When they decide that they are going to eat, it’s like a jet fighter kicking in an after-burner. The fish accelerates like a sprinter off the blocks, switching direction in a heartbeat. A quick flick of their long dorsal fins and then that big bucket mouth opens to engulf their prey. It is a sight that never gets old.


Tim Babich coined the phrase ‘gangsters of the flats’ which I feel is highly appropriate. They are the muggers that hide in dark corners, waiting to overcome unsuspecting prey as it passes by. They have a very unique character, and being an apex predator, are extremely opportunistic, centering on any prey source that is abundant in the location. They follow sharks, hunt on the backs of rays, corral bait fish in packs, eat everything from crabs to birds, and coming in off the ocean they can be truly fearless. Every time I have a close encounter, this incredible species has taught me something new.
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Wading along the edge on St François, Seychelles








Fishing for GTs, like any species you focus on, can become a bit of an obsession. The one thing I have learnt is that GT fishing is not an easy sport, and neither should it be. This fish is at the top of the food chain, and as such should be, in my opinion, fished for on that level. I suppose what I am trying to get across is that hunting this species on fly is not for everyone. A certain skill level is required and anglers should try and attain that base level before attempting to fish for them. I know this a slightly controversial view, but it is fairer on the fish and indirectly on the angler.


I feel it is also important to make the distinction between hunting GTs on the flats with a fly and hunting GTs in other environments. Many fishermen who encounter GTs on a day bluewater fishing, or hit them jigging or popping over structure, will tell you that there is not much to getting them to eat, and all you have to do is locate them to hook them. The only challenge then comes in actually landing them – so for this style of angling, they become an ideal target. In the same way, permit are equally easy to catch on a live crab, but as we well know, trying to persuade them to eat a fly can be soul-destroying. A GT is a totally different fish on the flats and has the potential to be far more cautious. They are not just the brutish eating machines that many make them out to be. In shallow water this species is far more challenging, and even though they have a distinctly aggressive nature, they can exhibit extraordinary cunning. Whether this comes from cognitive ability or just a self-preservation instinct in shallower water is difficult to ascertain, but do not underestimate their amazing ability to learn.
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As a flyfishing tour operator and avid saltwater flats fisherman, I have been fortunate enough to fish with some of the pioneers of giant trevally fishing in the Pacific, Africa and Indian Ocean in numerous locations. Without their expert tutelage this book would not have been possible and I hope it will be a testament to their achievements. This tome is an attempt at recording what these pioneers discovered, combined with some observations from my own time on the flats and the theories I have deduced from those experiences.
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Author’s first GT








This book will introduce you to this outstanding species. It will describe their physical attributes, the environments they inhabit and hunt in, their prey species, some of their idiosyncrasies and habits and where to locate them. It will then move into an in-depth look at tackle and equipment, preparation, conservation and correct handling practices, different fishing strategies on the flats and in bluewater and then a focus on some of the other trevally species that can be targeted on fly. I will then show you some of the top destinations to go and hunt GTs. Although I have wonderful memories of many of these destinations myself, these chapters have been written by friends who were often instrumental in their discovery, operate them or spent a long time there. Some of their stories will captivate you.


This information will aid you in tracking these magnificent fish down and will hopefully increase the odds of bumping into them yourself. You will then have the chance to develop your own theories. As with any type of fishing, no one has all the answers and every day is a school day. Once you have experienced the extraordinary take of one of these fish and the sheer power of their runs, it is hard not to fall in love with the trevally’s pugnacious nature. If you have never hooked a GT on a fly, then you need to – it will change your life.

















CHAPTER 2 - SPECIES DISTRIBUTION





Although closely related to Atlantic jack crevalle, giant trevally, along with many other trevally species, are found in the tropical and subtropical climates of the Indian Ocean and the Pacific. In the Indian Ocean you will find them from South Africa up the East African coastline into the Red Sea and Persian Gulf. From there they inhabit the Asian coastline of India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, South East Asia and Indonesia and as far south as the northern coast of Australia. Most of the islands and pinnacles in the Indian Ocean from Mozambique, Seychelles and Madagascar across to the Andeman Islands support healthy populations.


Inshore rock and surf fishing dominates many of these areas, due to the rocky surf lines and deep water pinnacles. Although ideal for surf fishing, jigging and popping these areas often require the deep dredging or teasing method when flyfishing for giant trevally.


The next challenge is to find an area where subsistence fishing has not decimated the populations. Currently, the principal flats fisheries for giant trevally in the Indian Ocean are the Seychelles Islands, recently discovered Sudan and the outer islands of Mauritius. There are areas in the Maldives with huge potential, but fishing is not allowed on many of those islands, with the result that there are no dedicated fishing operations at this point, although a few are exploring. There are good populations in Oman and although it has mainly been fished conventionally, this too is evolving.


There are extensive populations of giant trevally in the central Indo-Pacific region, along with all the archipelagos and offshore islands including Indonesia, Philippines and Solomon Islands. Giant trevally are present in the oceans and reefs from Malaysia to Vietnam, but strangely not China. Their offshore range is seen as far north as Japan. Heading south, the species reaches as far as New South Wales in Australia and has been reported on the northern tip of New Zealand. GT distribution continues throughout the western Pacific, including Tonga, Western Samoa and Polynesia, with its western boundary limits known at this stage to be the Pitcairn and Hawaiian Islands. In early 2015, a giant trevally was caught off the coast of Panama in the eastern Pacific, suggesting that their geographic distribution could be broader than anticipated. 
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Surf line of Cosmoledo, Seychelles 
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The flats of Christmas Island 
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White sand flats of Providence Atoll, Seychelles








For a long time, Christmas Island (Kiritimati) and Midway were the pioneering flyfisheries for GTs, but other atolls in the South Pacific have been explored as demand increases. Bikini Atoll, Kanton Atoll, Palmyra and a number of other obscure Pacific Islands have reported wonderful populations but are extremely difficult to get to. Islands in Tahiti and also Aitutaki in the Cook Islands have had flyfishermen cast their lines at GTs with some success, yet these fisheries are still in the developing stages. We eagerly await their coming of age as the need to find new and exciting destinations pushes the boundaries ever further. The Hawaiian Islands have long had a standing relationship with the GT where it is known as the Ulua; the species even being included in ancient rituals due to their warrior-like qualities. Unfortunately, their numbers have dwindled because of over-harvest.


The difficulty lies in trying to find a suitable environment to flyfish for them which is also accessible to fly anglers. Although possible to hunt along rocky shores and pinnacles, ideally we are looking for a flats environment to sight fish for giant trevally. We are constantly scouring for the next spot where this might be possible. 
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CHAPTER 3 - HISTORY OF GT FLYFISHING





Early records are hard to locate, but flyfishing for GTs most likely began in the Pacific Ocean on Christmas Island (Kiritimati). The earliest records there of fishermen actually targeting these predators on the fly is from the late 1970s. Fishermen flocked there as one of the first international flats destinations to open after the development of saltwater flyfishing in the Florida Keys and the Bahamas. I am sure that many people probably tried to catch trevally with traditional methods on the Hawaiian Islands where the species was revered before then, but very little has been documented. I can only imagine the experiences of those early flyfishing explorers, fresh from the Florida tarpon flats; happily bonefishing on some large expanse when out of left field a GT charged in and removed the prize from their line. The piscatorial version of a UFO sighting!
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Michael Poor & Moana Kofe, Christmas Island
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It was only a question of time before some of those flyfishermen tried specifically to target this mugger and they were completely astounded by their aggressive power. In the 1970s the first generation of guides operating out of the Captain Cook Hotel on the island began to unravel the GTs habits, patterns and even moods. Sometimes referred to as the ‘Zen Masters of flyfishing’ these early guides included such names as Simon Corrie, Big Eddie, Tebaki, Pilau, and of course Moana Kofe. Sadly some are no longer with us while others such as Simon and Moana are still guiding. These pioneers of the sport were the first to begin to think about how to specifically target GTs and unlock their mystery. A handful of their clients became equally obsessed and began to dedicate some serious time and effort to landing these beasts.
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Early pioneer Tim Pask, Christmas Island








At that time the tackle used was adapted from the tarpon flats, so 10-12# rods, saltwater lines of the time which required regular application of silicone to make them shoot in the tropical heat; light braided cores and light shock tippet with IGFA class tippets would have been the order of the day. To land a GT on this light gear, especially light flyline cores, meant many cut or snapped lines. It must have been exceptionally tough, making the achievements only more laudable. Up to this point, GT fishing was conducted for an evening giggle at ‘cocktail time’. The original ‘local special’ was a piece of white PVC piping threaded with 80lb wire and a massive treble hook. Local guides would hold clients up in the surf to prevent them being knocked down and lacerated on the sharp coral.


Early fly patterns were also adapted from tarpon fishing, yellow and red deceivers and cockroach patterns being favoured. Smaller hook sizes such as 1/0 and 2/0 were preferred for their greater penetration as there were none of the cutting point hooks we have today. A small band of dedicated anglers appeared such as Richard Humphrey, Jerry Swanson, Lance and Randall Kaufmann, Tim Pask and a few others who spent nearly all their time hunting these fish above all other species. Richard Humphrey would target GTs for two weeks a year, twice a year, and held the IGFA record for a time of 62lb landed on a 10# as his guide was carrying his 12# at the time! They believed that if you wanted to hunt for them specifically then rather than have the guide carry the 12# and carry an 8# then you needed to have the 12# in your hand all the time or when the opportunity arose it would be missed. These dedicated few, along with a handful of converts, began to explore some of the other Pacific fisheries such as Midway Island, Bikini Atoll and Kanton Island. Although Midway’s primary focus was marlin and the bluewater fishery, Captain Ed Hughes and some intrepid anglers explored the eight-kilometre-square lagoon and hit some massive GTs in the mid 1990s.


From the mid 1980s, GTs were also being fished for in South Africa and other countries along the Eastern African cast line. Referred to as iggies, ignoblis, kingies or kingfish, fishing for them was concentrated in the reef surf line and estuaries, a tricky environment at the best of times. As there are no areas of typical flats, it made hunting particularly tough, with GTs being considered a huge prize. One of the very first of these dedicated anglers was Andy Coetzee who has since gone on to be a household name in GT flyfishing in South Africa. He was part of an elite group of ‘Kingie catchers’ headed up by Lance Rorick, who caught the first GT over 10kg on fly on a 9# in the Kosi lakes in late 1985. The movement gathered momentum with men like the late Keith Miller, Richard Schumann and Jake Alletson, all of whom had an influence on which patterns to tie for these voracious predators.
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Andy Coetzee in the South African surf








As Andy was living and working down in Kosi, he was able to dedicate a huge amount of time on the water and in the surf, experimenting with fly sizes, colours and styles. To begin with, inspiration came from Lefty Kreh’s book Flyfishing in Saltwater and they copied his deceiver patterns along with full-sized poppers. Very quickly these were modified and Andy developed flies called Kosi chartreuse deceivers, Hardy head deceivers, Epoxy sprats and poppers. The biggest sizes were 1/0 to 2/0 in the early years of 1985. He began fishing with a very mismatched #9 weight rod matched with a tiny Okuma fly reel and floating line. Needless to say in the surf environment this outfit did not last long. He then coined the phrase ‘go big or go home’ and started on a composite development 10# rod from NZ with a Martin reel. That lasted a few months until he upgraded to a G Loomis 12# with a Lamson #3 reel and intermediate Airflo line with fly sizes jumping up to 3/0 and 4/0 34700 Mustad hooks. He beefed up from 20lb tippet (which proved to be just wasting time) to 45lb Maxima.


Poppers were very popular, although Andy felt shank-tied poppers were too cumbersome to cast and when the kingies smashed into the popper they invariably ‘blew’ the popper away with the splash of water trying to engulf it. He began to use popping heads, a bullet-shaped popper slid up the line so it could be used as a ‘chugger type’ or ‘slider’ head, depending on the wind conditions. Different size popping heads could be changed to suit the conditions. They also developed the African-style stripping basket comprised of a big washing basket deep enough to stop the line from blowing out, combined with thick nylon spikes glued to the bottom to stop it tangling. The critical thing for these early surf flyfishermen was putting the fly into the productive zone which Andy and others learned through trial and error. Timing the cast was the critical aspect, as casting into rolling breakers achieved nothing but tangled lines. It was imperative to false cast until the wave passed then to drop the fly into the white churned-up, productive water.


The early African pioneers had their work cut out as the reefs were close and as soon as they hooked a fish, it would charge off to the reef edge and cut the line. Andy became tired of losing flies and decided to try not giving any line and hold on for dear life, straight sticking the fish and using the power from the butt of the rod. Thus, some might say, the modern method of fighting GTs on a flyrod was born. In the early years of the mid-1980s there were no more than a handful flyfishing the salt. Jake Alletson, Richard Schumann, Andrew Parsons, Mark Yelland, Joni Botha, MC Coetzee and the late Keith Miller were some of the pioneer saltwater and trevally flyfishermen who have since gone down in South African fishing folklore. GTs became the fish to catch on a fly and they have continued to be revered in South Africa ever since.


Exploring anglers moved their way up the coast-line and the archipelagos of Bazaruto and Benguerra in Mozambique became popular. It was in early 1986 that Sabal Lodge opened in Mozambique and a few guides earned great reputations from guiding there. Although not classic flyfishing, such skilled practitioners as Andrew Parsons, Guy Ferguson, Anthony Diplock and MC Coetzee developed the technique of dredging with fast-sinking lines and heavy rods. Andrew started guiding on Bazaruto in 1995. GTs were his target, but he had a lot to learn. From his surf fishing days he knew they loved fast-moving surface lures so he fished mostly poppers to begin with. As there were very few giant poppers available then, he had some conversations with Murray Pedder, one of the foremost fly tiers at the time. He started using what was known as a ‘Master Blaster’ made in kit form by Edgewater Poppers. It was essentially a billfish popper but Andrew used it for some time very successfully for GTs, catching a good number around the one metre length mark.


Deep fishing, or dredging as it is now known, came about from Andrew’s scuba diving. It became obvious to him that all the big fish around the Bazaruto and Benguerra archipelago were deep. The only time they caught them higher up would be when these big bruisers were pushing bait to the surface. He started working on getting his lines deep and made bigger and heavier flies. The technique proved extremely effective in hunting GTs off rock pinnacles and structures in deep water otherwise inaccessible to fly anglers.
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Iconic Tam Tam catamaran








It was not until the early-to-mid 1990s that the Indian Ocean fisheries came into play. Early exploration was done entirely by live-aboard charter vessels as there were no structures on most of the atolls. The first pioneers heading in that direction found huge quantities of completely naive GTs on virgin flats which pretty much ate anything thrown at them. They must have thought they had died and gone to heaven and there are many of us who would have given just about anything to be part of the early exploration of these places. Some of those pioneers of the Pacific such as Jerry Swanson and Brian O’Keefe ventured out to these atolls, along with Jon Fisher from Urban Angler in New York. In the late 1990s, Martin Lewis built the catamaran Tam Tam which they used as a live-aboard charter to Alphonse Island, and they began to explore this phenomenal fishery.


In 1996 Larry Dahlberg went to the Seychelles to film his The Hunt for Big Fish TV programme. In addition to Martin and Anna Lewis and Tam Tam, the yacht High Aspect with Capt. Keith Jones was part of support of this expedition, as they had a desalination plant on board along with charging capacity needed for filming this show. What blew everyone away and made them say ‘sign me up for that!’ was Larry Dahlberg, saying ‘This bonefish is fighting twice as hard as the last one’, and then reached for the leader which had two flies and two fish on one cast! That first Seychelles trip sold out 10 days after the Kaufmann’s catalogue came out. It was the spring of 1998; anglers were Richard Humphrey, Brian O’Keefe, Jerry Swanson and others. GTs, bluefin trevally, numerous bonefish up to 10lb and about 20 species total were caught on that trip. There were no guides or guidebooks and numerous charters followed on the High Aspect fishing St François lagoon.


In 2000 an exploratory trip aboard the High Aspect to Farquhar, Cosmoledo and a couple of other atolls followed. Fishing was of course crazy good. Again no guides on this trip. There were fish that had never seen a fly or a person. GTs and bonefish would compete for the same 1/0 fly! Schools of smaller GTs (15-20lb) would come on the flats with the incoming tide and hunt like a pack of wolves. The Trey Combs Sea Habit Bucktail and variations on it were key flies at that time. In addition, when the fish were in the right mood, fishing poppers for GTs was as good as it gets.


In 1997 Tim Pilcher and well-known author Trey Combs along with anglers such as Steve Abel mounted live-aboard expeditions to the French-owned Clipperton Atoll approximately 1,000 miles due south of Cabos San Lucas. Three nights sailing had them fishing one of the most prolific sport fisheries on the planet. Although their main target was yellow fin tuna on the fly, there were significant bluefin trevally caught on these expeditions. On one of these trips in early 2000, a young Keith Rose-Innes gained a love for long distance live-aboard trips. One of the most important aspects that came from these Clipperton trips was the development of tackle and equipment. Trey Combs and Steve Abel perfected rigging heavy duty fly gear to tackle tuna and gave much of the inspiration to Trey’s book Bluewater Flyfishing which remains to this day the authoritative tome on big fish on fly gear. It taught so many of us about rigging, much of which has later been adapted to GT fishing.
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The remote Clipperton Atoll, Pacific 
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Keith Rose-Innes Arno Mathee Gerhard Laubscher








In 2000 the Alphonse Island resort was opened which at last put a fully-fledged guide team on one of these atolls over a five month season. Suddenly a number of exceptional guides were thrown together for an extended period of time with a lot of fish and anglers to experiment on. The result was a rapid jump forward in learning, experience and the opportunity for experimentation. Arno Mathee, Wayne Haselau and Serge Sampson were amongst some of the very first guides on Alphonse. Since then many great names in GT guiding have come off that atoll. In 2005 Keith Rose-Innes began to explore the outer Island on the Yacht Meike where I bumped into him as he stopped by on Alphonse where I was hosting a group. Keith and I had become acquainted in Farlows and Russia a few years before.


Keith, along with his partners Arno Mathee and Gerhard Laubscher, went on to build the first fully-fledged operations targeting GTs specifically in the Seychelles. Firstly they explored Farquhar, and then the outer atolls of Cosmoledo and Providence. It was a golden age in the Indian Ocean with unheard-of numbers of GTs being caught on the fly. Astove Atoll was then added to the list as part of the Cosmoledo experience. Just after Cosmoledo came online on the ill-fated Indian Ocean Explorer I took my first groups and the experience was mind-blowing. Not long after my last visit to the outer atolls in 2008, the Indian Ocean began to experience issues with piracy from Somalia and all live-aboard vessels were shut down. This pulled the focus back onto Farquhar Atoll in the Seychelles and led Arno Mathee and Gerhard Laubscher to begin to look elsewhere. They discovered the extraordinary atoll of St Brandon’s in Mauritius. Although the prime focus was on the big bonefish there, it still has a reputation for massive GTs.


In December 2003 an exploratory trip out to the Coral Sea in Australia was conducted by Damon Olsen from Nomad Sportfishing. Although Damon and his team had been operating since 2000, they had mostly focused on popping and jigging for GTs, but after this initial trip, Damon built the 80ft Mothership Odyssey to continue exploring this area in 2005 and reports began to flood in of monster trevally being caught around the rock pinnacles and structure there. Although most of these fish were too large to be landed on fly, there are many who tried and some have been successful, with truly extraordinary results. 


Throughout this period, major developments were made in tackle, flylines and reel drags, all contributing factors to making the difficult task of landing these bruisers slightly easier. The flyfishing community embraced trevally as a prime target and now feelers began to push out in many directions.


New areas are being discovered as potential GT hotspots all the time, although perhaps in some case the infrastructure is not quite there yet. The Middle East has shown a lot of promise, with Oman and especially the Nubian Flats of Sudan showing healthy populations and huge flats to hunt them on. Keith Clover and Rob Scott alongside the incomparable Nicola Vitali and Federico Castignoli planned their exploratory trips to Sudan in 2012, although the Italians had already been exploring the area for conventional fishing for a considerable time. Later they also explored the island of Secotra in Yemen before the conflict shut it down, reporting massive GTs. The Sudan is perhaps the latest destination to hit the market and it is exciting to see how it develops.


The end of the piracy threat in the Somali basin has allowed the Seychelles atolls only reached by live-aboard to now become home to land-based operations such as the lodge on Astove Atoll and the planned building on Cosmoledo. I think the next major discoveries will come from the Pacific as many of those atolls once thought of as inaccessible have suddenly become easier to get to and more economically viable, such as Aitutaki and Kanton. It will be fascinating to see how the pursuit of these incredible fish drives us to yet more remote areas of the globe in our search. I can’t wait!
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Indian Ocean Explorer on Assumption Atoll, Seychelles























CHAPTER 4 - THE BIOLOGY OF GTS





As their name indicates, GTs can grow to huge proportions and are a near-perfect predator. GTs have a laterally (side-to-side) compressed body, suggesting that they are both good at burst swimming and agile turns. The fact that their pectoral fins can tuck against their bodies to lower their profile hints at this as well. The large bucket mouth contains well-placed piercing teeth giving way to a broad domed forehead with large all-seeing eyes. The upper jaw has a series of strong outer canines with an inner band of smaller teeth. The lower jaw contains a single row of conical teeth, the perfect weaponry for a slashing strike. The eyes of the giant trevally have a horizontal streak in which ganglion and photoreceptor cell densities are in far greater numbers than the rest of the eye. It is believed this allows the fish to gain a panoramic view of its surroundings, removing the need to constantly move the eye. This facilitates detection of prey or predators in their field of view.
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