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Physical Characteristics of the  German Wirehaired Pointer


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Moderately long.


Eyes: Brown, medium in size, oval in contour, bright and clear.


Stop: Medium.
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Muzzle: Fairly long with nasal bone straight, broad and parallel to the top of the skull.


Skull: Broad and the occipital bone not too prominent.


Ears: Rounded but not too broad and hang close to the head.


Neck: Medium length, slightly arched and devoid of dewlap.




Nose: Dark brown with nostrils wide open.


Lips: A trifle pendulous but close to the jaw and bearded.


Jaws: Strong with a full complement of evenly set and properly intermeshing teeth.


Chest: Deep and capacious with ribs well sprung.


Forequarters: Shoulders are well laid back. The forelegs are straight with elbows close. Round in outline, the feet are webbed, high arched with toes close, pads thick and hard, and nails strong and quite heavy.


Height: Males should be from 24 to 26 inches at the withers. Bitches are smaller but not under 22 inches.


Back: Short, straight and strong.


Loins: Taut and slender.


Hips: Broad with the croup nicely rounded.


Tail: Docked to approximately twofifths of its original length.


Hindquarters: Angulation of the hindquarters balances that of the forequarters. The thighs are strong and muscular. The hind legs are moderately angulated at the stifle and hock. Feet as in front.


Coat: The breed’s most distinctive feature. The coat is weather resistant and, to some extent, water-repellent. The distinctive outer coat is straight, harsh, wiry and flat lying, and is from one to two inches in length.


Color: Liver and white, usually either liver and white spotted, liver roan, liver and white spotted with ticking and roaning or solid liver.
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The German Wirehaired Pointer, known in its homeland as the Deutscher Drahthaar Vorstehhund, has earned the respect of hunters around the world for its versatile ability in the field, including pointing, retrieving and trailing.
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ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT


As its name suggests, the German Wirehaired Pointer originated in Germany. This unique, striking hunting breed is believed to have derived from a variety of retrieving pointers from that same region. The German Wirehaired Pointer began to appear in Germany in the late 1800s when some of the other retrieving pointers also emerged. This majestic new sporting breed would quickly win the hearts of many. The breed’s superlative hunting ability, unmatched loyalty and bravery, along with its all-weather coat, quickly attracted the attention of every hunting enthusiast in Europe.


Before its German prominence, the German Wirehaired Pointer (abbreviated as “GWP”) could possibly be traced to England in 1576. Reliable documentation indicates that the breed may have originated from the Barbet and was possibly Europe’s first rough-haired sporting dog. In the late 19th century, a Dutchman E. K. Korthals began the very first documented wirehaired pointer breeding program. Korthals has been credited with the development of the Korthals breed (known in the US as the Wirehaired Pointing Griffon) and founded the Griffon Club in 1883.


In its native land, the German Wirehaired Pointer is known as the Deutscher Drahthaar Vorstehhund. Most of the early wirehaired pointers were a combination of many breeds. Some of these breeds included the Griffons of France, the Stichelhaar, the Pudel-pointer and, of course, the well-recognized German Shorthaired Pointer. The breed also had some of the same distinct physical characteristics frequently possessed by the Pointer, Foxhound and Standard Poodle.




KORTHALS OF FRANCE


The Wirehaired Pointing Griffon (pictured below), also called the Korthals Griffon, is a pointing breed of France that bears an appearance similar to that of the German Wirehaired Pointer. The breed, developed by Dutchman E. K. Korthals, who was living in Germany, is recognized by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale, the American Kennel Club and the Canadian Kennel Club. The breed was developed in France from Herr Korthals’ dogs, utilizing the Barbet and other French Braques. The Wirehaired Pointing Griffon has a harsh coat, compared to that of a boar, and is colored in chestnut/white markings. It stands 24 inches at the shoulder.
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It is worthy of note that coat is not the only difference between the German Shorthaired and Wirehaired Pointers. While some of their backgrounds are shared, they developed from different foundations, crediting different breeds in their ancestry. While both are very talented and versatile in ability, they do possess differences in personality and physical type.


In 1902, the Drahthaar Club was formed. It was headed by president Lauffo Unkel am Rhein. The objective of the club was to encourage the breeding of versatile German Wirehaired Pointers that could be used as reliable hunters and field companions. These club members strongly recommended that the breed have a rugged coat, strong build and great stamina. Basically, they were interested in establishing an all-around hunting companion that could withstand fluctuating weather conditions and the vigorous conditions associated with spending long hours in the field. In addition, the Drahthaar Club encouraged the breeding of a “correct wire coat” and considered this to be one of the most important features of the breed.


By the early 1900s, the German Wirehaired Pointer quickly became the number-one hunting dog in Germany. It wasn’t long before the breed’s popularity spread across mainland Europe. The breed was first introduced to England after World War II. Military personnel took a liking to this handsome gundog and began the process of bringing back dogs from Germany.
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Competing at an FCI show on the Continent, this prize-winning GWP is both a successful show dog as well as a rugged hunting dog.
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CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.





The Germans demanded that the GWP possess sharpness, physical strength, stamina and boldness. These traits made the breed an exceptional performer in the field and an excellent hunting partner for those who chose to take it along. The breed’s loyalty and eagerness to please quickly ranked it as one of the top hunting dogs of this era.
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The German Longhaired Pointer is distinguished from the GWP by its wavy longer coat and larger size, standing up to 27.5 inches at the shoulders.


FOUR GERMAN POINTERS


The German Wirehaired Pointer is counted among four German pointer breeds used for a variety of purposes. The more popular shorthaired breed, the German Shorthaired Pointer (Deutscher Kurzhaariger Vorstehhund in Germany) is recognized in most countries around the world and used as an hunting dog as well as a companion and show dog. The lesser-known German Longhaired Pointer (Deutscher Langhaariger Vorstehhund), is recognized by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) as well as the Canadian Kennel Club. The Stichelhaar, the most similar to the German Wirehaired Pointer, is also recognized by the FCI.
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The German Longhaired Pointer possesses fringing on the ears, which never exceeds 2 inches in length. The breed is solid liver in color, sometimes with white or white spotting.





Another notable German Wirehaired Pointer enthusiast to come on the scene was Freiherr Sigismund von Zedlitz und Neukirch. Although little documentation is available on him, he has been credited with developing the breed even further.


In 1928, the first German hunting dog record book was established. It was known as the Deutscher Gebrauchshunde-Stammbach. The first German Wirehaired Pointer accepted was Eiko vom Schultenhof.


THE GERMAN WIREHAIRED POINTER IN THE US


The German Wirehaired Pointer has always been better received in the United States than in the United Kingdom and Canada. The breed was first imported into the US in the early 1920s. Even during its early years, the breed was admired for its excellent all-around hunting and gundog abilities.


In 1953, the German Drahthaar Club of America was formed. In 1959, the breed was admitted to the American Kennel Club (AKC) Stud Book. After several meetings, the AKC soon accepted the breed as the German Wirehaired Pointer instead of the German Drahthaar.


It wouldn’t be long before several American kennels would make a name for themselves as leading producers of top-ranked German Wirehaired Pointers. The Aspendel kennel of Robert Perry was one such kennel. Perry produced nearly 25 champion German Wirehaired Pointers over the years. His most famous dog was Ch. Geronimos Flying Warrior, a multi-Group winner.


The list continues with the Cascade kennels of Ray and Lynn Calkins. The Calkins had two dogs that were standouts of the kennel. They included Field Ch. Chancellors Sierra Cass (Drifter) and Field Ch. Cascade Smokin Jo. The Cascade kennel was highly recognized for their top-notch field performers.
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The Griffon Bleu de Gascogne, one of the many wirehaired hunting dogs of France, may well be in the make-up of the German Wirehaired Pointer.


The Afterhours kennels of Walt and Tina Whitmore were responsible for producing close to 40 champions. Ch. Shucran Baron of Afterhours was one of the top sires of all time. Another successful offspring was Am./Int. Ch. Afterhours Wytr’n Bo Jest.


Helen Shelley of the Desert Mills kennels had the greatest success with her very first dog, Ch. Mueller Mills Valentino, who had a tremendous show career and had many Bests in Show to his credit.




HIS NAME’S WIRE


A correct GWP coat needs grooming to maintain, but not as much grooming as with other wiry-coated breeds. The right type of GWP coat is harsh-textured, between 1 and 2 inches long, close to the body and water-repellent. The coat on the head is shorter except for those distinct facial furnishings, which occur naturally and serve to protect the dog in the field and forest. An incorrect coat is either too short (less than 1 inch) with no facial furnishings or too long and of a too-soft texture. The coat is an essential feature of the breed, so dogs with incorrect coats cannot be shown.
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The Nordic Runs kennel of Ray and Mae Hennum was established in the mid-1970s. They were the proud producers of the first American obedience trial champion, Am./Can. OTCh. Nordics Viking Brandy. The Heywire kennel of Judy Cheshire has about 30 years’ experience in the breed. Cheshire had tremendous success with both show and obedience dogs. One of Judy’s most famous dogs was Ch. Heywire’s Wynfall O’Shadra, CD, MH, who was a national specialty winner and highly respected in the breed.


One couldn’t enumerate the highly regarded German Wirehaired Pointer kennels without mentioning the Inverness kennel of Laura and Jack Myles. The kennel was established in the late 1970s and the pair produced dual champions in both America and Canada. Two top dogs from the Inverness kennel were Am./Can. Ch. Fredrichs Vogel Jaeger and Am./Can. Ch. Inverness Just in Time, JH.


A final mention goes to the SGR kennels of Suzanne Richardson, which had several top-producing hunting test dogs. Her most famous dog was Dual Ch. SGR Silent Running.




ALL IN A DAY’S WORK


The German Wirehaired Pointer was expected to perform various duties during a day’s hunt. In earlier times, they would frequently be called upon to hold wounded boar down and hunt wounded deer and foxes.
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THE GERMAN WIREHAIRED POINTER IN THE UK


The first dog imported into Great Britain from Germany shortly after World War II was Captain L. B. Shelton’s Klaus. In 1955, Godrey Gallia imported a bitch named Adda aus dem Potterhoeck. Many of the early German Wirehaired Pointers were not regarded as pure-bred dogs. Several early specimens of the breed were initially bred to German Shorthaired Pointers. The lack of German Wirehaired Pointers available during this time was the reason for the cross-breedings. By and large, the breed was not highly regarded initially in the United Kingdom. Its popularity would remain limited for the next 10 to 15 years. However, the breed did undergo a surge in popularity in the late 1960s and early 1970s.


The breed was reintroduced into Britain in 1972. A bitch named Vrede Von Romersee, owned by Major George Wilkinson, was one of the first to be imported and arrive on the scene. Major Wilkinson would proceed to have a tremendous influence in the development and future of the German Wirehaired Pointer in Britain. Wilkinson’s hard work and lifelong commitment to the breed would forever make an impact on the GWP in England. Wilkinson’s admiration for the breed began when he was stationed in Germany at the end of World War II. He was an avid sportsman and hunter and quickly developed a fondness for this versatile hunting dog.
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The Stichelhaar, also known as the Deutscher Stichelhaariger and German Brokencoated Pointer. While versatile and athletic, the breed has not gained much of a following outside Germany.
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The most popular of the German pointing breeds, the German Shorthaired Pointer possesses a short easy-care coat and superior speed and style as a working bird dog.


The first GWP to be shown in England was Vicky v. d. Bocholter. In May 1981, England’s German Wirehaired Pointer Club was officially formed. At this same time, many influential dogs and kennels began to emerge on the scene and quickly made their mark on the further development of the breed. One such dog was the American import Desert Mills Henry Tickencote (“Tex”), owned by Mrs. Peter Howard. Tex arrived in Britain in 1982 and was the first American import into that country. He did well in the show ring and in the field, and Peter and Mary Howard’s Tickencote kennel became an influential GWP kennel.
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Like his wirehaired brethren, the German Shorthaired Pointer is an alert and biddable working dog, excelling in many areas of sport afield.


In 1984, another American import, named Ch. Geronimos Knickers von SG at Bareve, also had a major influence on the breed’s progress in the UK. Some other instrumental imports included Falk U Valkenhus, Asko v d Wurdenmannshot and Betty von Haverland. It was not until 1986 that England’s Kennel Club officially granted championship status to the GWP.


Major Wilkinson wasn’t the only individual having an impact on the breed’s progress in Britain. In fact, the Bareve kennel of Barbara and Sharon Pinkerton had acquired Wilkinson’s dog Bennie before Wilkinson himself. Bennie began his career as a show dog, but didn’t fare as well as everyone expected. Therefore, he was sent off to Wilkinson to finish his career as a hunting dog and tracker. As the years progressed, many other dogs and kennels established themselves in the United Kingdom. The list of influential people is too large to list them all!
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The Pudelpointer, like the other German pointers, is colored in liver, in this breed called “chestnut” and “dead leaf.” Like the German Longhaired Pointer, the Pudelpointer is recognized in Canada.
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The Pudelpointer originated in Germany, where it was created in the late 1800s by Baron von Zedlitz by combining outstanding pointer and poodle dogs.
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IS THE GERMAN WIREHAIRED POINTER RIGHT FOR YOU?


Choosing a dog as your full-time friend and companion can be an exciting and fulfilling experience. Dog ownership is a demanding commitment, which, when done responsibly, involves many hours of training and devoting much of your free time to your new canine family member.


If you’ve decided to acquire a German Wirehaired Pointer, you can be confident that you’ve made an excellent choice. Odds are that you’ve done plenty of research on the GWP and there is that something special about the breed that you find appealing. Perhaps it’s the GWP’s coat and color. Or, maybe it’s the breed’s versatile skills as a hunting companion. Perhaps it’s his “silly” side and devotion to family. Regardless of your reasons for acquiring the breed, you will quickly recognize that you could not have chosen a better dog as a loyal friend and companion.


The GWP is a gundog of great stamina and ability, a sporting dog blessed with many natural abilities and talents. If you like outdoor activities, you will find that the German Wirehaired Pointer will enjoy spending as much free time as he can with you outside. The multi-talented GWP was originally designed to point, track and retrieve felled game. These dogs are truly superb hunters bred to adapt to changing weather conditions and rough terrain. The breed’s wire coat allows it to handle rugged climate and water. These all-weather, all-purpose dogs are capable of negotiating underbrush and searching out and tracking various types of game in any kind of terrain.




HUNTER AND COMPANION


Although the German Wirehaired Pointer was bred primarily as a working hunting dog, he does crave human companionship. The most satisfied GWP is one who is permitted to hunt all day long with his owner, and at the same time be allowed to come indoors at night and enjoy the warmth of a fireplace while resting at his best friend’s feet. This is not an outdoors-only breed or a breed to be left to his own devices.
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The GWP is not as popular as his shorthaired cousin, the German Shorthaired Pointer. However, this should not be taken as a negative factor when deciding whether the lifestyle and personal expectations of your “ideal dog” fit the requirements of the breed. Thanks to a strong group of dedicated fanciers and breeders, the German Wirehaired Pointer has not been exposed to some of the problems that are frequently associated with excessive popularity and demand. Its smaller population has actually allowed the breed to remain very healthy and stable over the years. Further, reputable breeders do their best to place dogs in homes that are suitable to the breed’s personality and temperament.


The breed’s full eyebrows, mustache and beard give it a distinctive look that clearly distinguishes it from its shorthaired more popular relative, the German Shorthaired Pointer. The GWP is an extremely intelligent dog and a loyal, rugged worker. The breed has tremendous stamina and will work for tireless hours in the field, tracking, pointing and retrieving game of all sizes. Whatever your goals and expectations are in the field, this able hunter is sure to fit the bill. Or, if you do not plan to hunt with your GWP, he will enjoy expending his energy in games, activities and even competitive sports with you.
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NOTHING BEATS THE BROW


The German Wirehaired Pointer is usually distinguishable by his eyebrows, mustache and beard. In fact, his handsome facial features are valuable tools for the dog when hunting or performing in the field. The heavy growth on the brow guards the eyes from sharp branches and trees. The short beard and whiskers spare the foreface from cuts associated with brush and briar.
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Despite the breed’s fondness for hunting and the great outdoors, the GWP is a true family dog that enjoys time indoors with his people. One would think that the breed would be quite reserved and enjoy its independence. The truth is quite the contrary. This is a true “people” dog that enjoys the family environment and the companionship of children and other animals. However, the GWP can be aloof with strangers and other male dogs, especially of the same breed. If you already own a GWP and are thinking of introducing another dog to your home, taking some extra precautions is necessary. It may take some time before your GWP accepts another animal on his property. For best results, introduce the new dog slowly while always using strict supervision.




SIZE OF THE GWP


The German Wirehaired Pointer is a good-sized hunting dog. The breed is neither too small nor too large. The average male is 24–26 inches high at the shoulder and weighs approximately 55–75 pounds. The average female is 22–24.5 inches in height and weighs about 45–64 pounds when fully grown.
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The breed can be very territorial and protective of its home surroundings and family. However, any aggressive behavior must never be tolerated. The breed’s protective nature does enable it to be a good watchdog, although this is not a breed to be formally trained for guard-dog work.


GWPs enjoy the company of children, although supervision is necessary, especially with an adult GWP who is not used to kids. The best GWP-child relationship is formed when the pup grows up in a family with children.


It’s important to remember that German Wirehaired Pointers are primarily working dogs and do not make suitable pets for all interested parties. They have intense hunting instincts that can be disconcerting to the novice. They require considerable training. Their extreme intelligence can make them stubborn at times and difficult to deal with. Patience is a virtue, especially when dealing with a bright hunting dog. Keeping training enjoyable, interesting and challenging is one sure way to keep the breed’s enthusiasm and attention. Many GWPs bore easily and require new training objectives to keep them attentive and interested in the lesson at hand.


If trained properly, the German Wirehaired Pointer will respond well to his lessons. However, the breed can be sensitive and does not respond well to harsh corrections. Harsh treatment can ruin a GWP’s temperament. Given the breed’s sometimes stubborn nature, GWPs have been known to go to great lengths to deliberately test their owners’ patience. Keeping the dog stimulated during training is one sure way to get him to cooperate and perform the different tasks that you set before him.




HEART-HEALTHY


In this modern age of ever-improving cardio-care, no doctor or scientist can dispute the advantages of owning a dog to lower a person’s risk of heart disease. Studies have proven that petting a dog, walking a dog and grooming a dog all show positive results toward lowering your blood pressure. The simple routine of exercising your dog—going outside with the dog and walking, jogging or playing catch—is heart-healthy in and of itself. If you are normally less active than your physician thinks you should be, adopting a dog may be a smart option to improve your own quality of life as well as that of another creature.
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Hunting is the oldest sport in the world, and dogs have performed by the hunter’s side in pursuit of game for centuries.


One of the great qualities of the GWP is his ability to perform well at a multitude of activities. GWPs can participate in competitive hunting, field and working events to test their innate skills. They also perform extremely well in agility, obedience and falconry. Falconry is the sport of hunting game with a trained hawk. In this sport, the rapport between dog and bird is incredible. A dog that is trained to perform this unique skill requires extensive discipline and superlative intelligence. Falconry is permitted and regulated in the US but is prohibited by law in some countries. In the UK, the GWP participates in “deer stalking” (the sport of tracking wounded and killed deer).


THE WIRE COAT


One of the distinctive characteristics and features of the breed is its wiry outer coat. The outer coat is straight and harsh and should be between 1 and 2 inches in length. This special kind of coat allows the GWP to perform in adverse weather conditions without succumbing to the extreme cold and heat. The coat is also water-repellent with an undercoat that insulates the dog’s body against the cold of winter.


If you are looking for a dog that requires little grooming, the German Wirehaired Pointer may not be right for you. The breed does require regular grooming, which usually involves hand-stripping and daily brushing. Routine brushing is essential, especially after exercise, to remove any burs that may be lodged in the coat. A coat that grows too long can be bothersome and dangerous in the field. Although the breed’s hair is helpful in guarding against sharp branches and brush, a dog could easily get caught in heavy brush or briar and suffer serious injury.


German Wirehaired Pointers are liver and white, either solid liver, spotted, roaned or ticked, or a combination thereof. In the US, any black on the coat is highly penalized in show competition although black and white dogs are able to compete in performance events. It is interesting to note that, in the UK, black and white is an acceptable color and is seen quite frequently.


HEREDITARY HEALTH CONCERNS FOR GWP OWNERS


Fortunately, the German Wirehaired Pointer is a generally healthy breed. It has very few hereditary problems, which is not unexpected given the breed’s toughness and durability. However, there are some health concerns of which every potential German Wirehaired Pointer owner should be aware before acquiring the breed.


ORTHOPEDIC PROBLEMS


Canine hip dysplasia is a congenital defect that is a common source of lameness in medium- to large-sized dogs. The first signs of hip dysplasia appear when the dog shows a limp in his gait or has difficulty when attempting to sit or lie down. Dogs that suffer from the disease usually develop arthritis in the hip joint because of the abnormal strain placed on the joint. It is highly recommended that potential German Wirehaired Pointer owners only acquire puppies from dogs that have been x-rayed to confirm that the sire and dam are free of this debilitating condition.
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The wiry coat of the GWP enables him to work in almost any weather condition, from the coldest wintry clime to a hot, humid summer day.
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PHOTO BY PROF. DR. ROBERT L. PIEFFER, JR.

















Lower entropion is causing irritation in the eye of a young dog. Several extra eyelashes, or distichiasis, are present on the lower lid.






Osteochondritis dissecans is a thickening and decaying of the cartilage, most often seen in the shoulder, elbow, knee and hock joints. It can worsen to osteochondritis dissecans, in which the decayed cartilage is damaged and the damage extends into normal cartilage, forming a flap of cartilage that causes pain in movement and arthritis.
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