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A hotel bar. Tara and Peter at a table. Tom is standing at the bar.




Peter   i have to go


Tara   don’t go in tonight – stay here with me and have another drink


Peter   don’t do this


Tara   stay and have another drink


Peter   i can’t


Tara   you won’t


Peter   we agreed


Tara   it shuts me out


Peter   good – i do what i do – the money’s there – no talk about it


Tara   and if that’s not working


Peter   it is working – we agreed – didn’t we agree


Tara   i need to understand it or be part of it – i don’t know


Peter   do you like working in tesco’s at the till day after day for fuck-all


Tara   that’s not it


Peter   do you


Tara   no 


Peter   that’s all you need to understand – gathering money – it takes time


Tara   stay


Peter   this is just about work


Tara   is it


Peter   yes – i want to stay with you but i can’t because i have to go to work – before i start into that i’m going to smoke a joint – alright – just let me do that


Tara   right


Peter   cool


Tara   yeah – we agreed


Peter   i might bring something back in the morning


Tara   not a takeaway – don’t want to eat another takeaway for breakfast


Peter   there’s no rules about time and food – how many people eat prawn curry for breakfast – very few – that’s what makes it special – all about being special kid


Tara   don’t be bringing back prawn curry – nothing special about that just wrong


Peter   have to go – you need money


Tara   yeah




He hands her money. They kiss.





Peter   i’m thinking kentucky fried maybe




He exits.







Tara counts the money. She checks Tom out then approaches him.





Tara   is it ok if i stand here


Tom   sure


Tara   busy enough in here – this time of the day


Tom   always a good crowd in after work


Tara   so this is your local


Tom   when i’m working in town yeah


Tara   strange – hotel bar as your local


Tom   should plumbers not drink in hotel bars


Tara   plumbers can drink wherever they like




His phone rings.





Tom   sorry




Joan enters the scene.





Joan   hello


Tom   well


Joan   you finished the job


Tom   aye – pain in the arse – you at home


Joan   yeah – not long in – you heading home now


Tom   going to have a few pints first


Joan   the ones off the site with you


Tom   nah – just standing here on my own


Joan   i’ll wait before i put something on then


Tom   aye


Joan   you want fish


Tom   aye fish 


Joan   see you later


Tom   aye see you later




Joan exits.





Tara   was that your wife checking up on you


Tom   she wasn’t checking up on me – are you waiting on someone


Tara   sorry – sometimes i say things i shouldn’t – no i’m not waiting on anyone – i was sitting in the corner and i saw you standing alone and thought i’d like to buy you a pint – would you like a pint – my name’s tara by the way


Tom   tom – it’s ok i have one in front of me


Tara   when you’ve finished that one i’ll buy you another


Tom   maybe


Tara   maybe


Tom   i mightn’t want any more after i finish this one


Tara   you told your wife you were going to have a few beers


Tom   and what


Tara   i’ve been watching you – that’s only your first pint


Tom   watching me


Tara   not in a bad way – i’m not going to leave a bullet wrapped up in my knickers taped to the windscreen of your car 


Tom   van


Tara   right – that changes things then – do you know where i can get some knickers – you looked interesting so i thought i’d buy you a pint that’s all


Tom   looked interesting


Tara   a working man drinking in a hotel bar – that’s interesting


Tom   all i’m doing is having a pint


Tara   same here – if your wife phoned back now would you still say you were on your own


Tom   i don’t understand – are you at work here


Tara   am i a hooker


Tom   yes – because i’m not interested


Tara   no


Tom   right – look – i’ve just finished a hard day’s graft – i’m working in what used to be a beautiful old building but which some shit-head has now converted into poxy little apartments – i’ve been plumbing toilets all day – and because all tilers are dickheads it’s taking me longer than it should – plus my mouth’s full of dust because all the labourers are lazy bastards who won’t sprinkle water over the place – i thought i’d have a few pints on the way home – clear my throat – so i’m standing here on my own …


Tara   i bet your wife doesn’t know you drink here does she – she thinks you drink in some male shit-hole with your workmates 


Tom   sometimes i do – i stand here on my own have a few pints then go home – no one bothers me – it suits me to do that


Tara   me talking to you is annoying then


Tom   i’ve had a hard day at work and if i’m going to talk to someone i don’t want that someone to be crazy – strange – you know – bullets in the knickers – asking about my wife – knowing how many pints i’ve had


Tara   do you want to talk about the weather


Tom   no


Tara   we could just stand here and drink – not talk – do you want another drink


Tom   no – i have enough here


Tara   let me buy you one


Tom   i’m fine


Tara   are you the type of man that doesn’t let women buy him drink


Tom   no – i’m a big fan of women buying me drink – but only when i need one


Tara   a man of discipline


Tom   i don’t see the point in having more than you need


Tara   so your wife – would you now say you were with somebody or you were alone


Tom   i’d tell her i was alone


Tara   good


Tom   why 


Tara   just better that’s all


Tom   right


Tara   don’t you think


Tom   maybe


Tara   ask me something


Tom   what do you do


Tara   i’m a student – was a student – dropped out – i’m a dropout


Tom   my daughter julie’s a student


Tara   what’s she do


Tom   something to do with business – she moved out – we don’t see her a great deal – i think she likes it though – well she never says she doesn’t – so – finishes next year – her mother’s hoping she’ll move back in – she won’t though – why would she – a young woman wants to be out there on her own


Tara   do you want her to move back


Tom   don’t know – it’s good having the house to ourselves – the only problem with that is we’ve grown out of the way of being alone with each other – anyway fuck that – why’d you drop out


Tara   got bored


Tom   what did you do


Tara   maths


Tom   sums


Tara   aye sums 


Tom   you got bored so you just stopped


Tara   i’m allowed to do that – we live in a free world


Tom   a free world – if everybody that got bored dropped …


Tara   i saw a man in a bar i thought i might like to talk to – adult to adult – i’m not your child


Tom   you could be


Tara   i can’t help that


Tom   why’d you get bored


Tara   i don’t know


Tom   you can’t not know – if you don’t know it’s nonsense


Tara   alright


Tom   i’m just saying


Tara   i was standing in tesco’s buying some fruit – i eat a lot of fruit because i think it’s good for me – makes me a healthier person – i was looking at the checkout girl – she was about the same age as me – i was looking at her working or living or something – i don’t know i just thought what the fuck am i doing – next thing i was at a lecture – sitting there looking at the guy giving the lecture – just watching his mouth open and close – his big mouth flapping – his trousers were an inch too short and his shirt wasn’t ironed – i thought nobody cares about you – no one cares about you and you’re telling me what to do – fuck that – all this pretending – pretending what i was doing was a real thing that mattered – it didn’t – it doesn’t – i didn’t understand why i was there so i just left


Tom   just got up and left


Tara   i got up from my seat – packed my books away – told the lecturer i was sorry – left the lecture hall – and walked straight into the toilets and masturbated


Tom   ok – right


Tara   are you embarrassed by that


Tom   yes – sort of


Tara   sorry


Tom   is that what you want


Tara   yes sort of – it was brilliant – the masturbating


Tom   good – i’m glad


Tara   being on your own – totally on your own – forget about what’s expected of you and just do something for yourself – it’s a beautiful feeling – you ever felt that


Tom   so you left then


Tara   yes


Tom   just left and that’s that


Tara   just left and that’s that


Tom   you’ll go back


Tara   i won’t


Tom   you feel that way now but … 


Tara   don’t lecture me


Tom   if you want to talk with me you have to let me talk – whenever my daughter said she was going to university i had mixed feelings about it – part of me was glad because you always want your child to have better opportunities than you did – going to university opens doors – another part of me was more apprehensive – apprehensive because you don’t want your own child to end up with their head stuck up their own arse – lose the fucking guff – if i’m interesting it’s because to you i might look as if i might know something not because i’m a plumber standing in a fucking hotel bar


Tara   sorry – and your daughter’s head – is it stuck up her own arse


Tom   not yet – but i’m sure there’s time


Tara   i don’t want to go back – i want to do something different


Tom   like what


Tara   don’t know – maybe be an assistant to a plumber


Tom   you don’t want to spend your time doing that


Tara   why not


Tom   because i’ve spent my time doing it – and you end up saying why the fuck did i spend my time doing that


Tara   you should spend your time doing something else then 


Tom   it doesn’t work like that


Tara   there’s no rules


Tom   at my age there is


Tara   do you want to fuck me


Tom   is that why we’re talking


Tara   from the first time i looked at you it was always a possibility – it’s not the only reason though – do you want to fuck me


Tom   you don’t have to say that


Tara   i know i don’t – i want to


Tom   really you don’t have to say it – it’s not expected


Tara   i know that – believe me – look i’ll put it another way – if you want to fuck me you can – you don’t have to say now this second


Tom   look i’m not sure that …


Tara   it doesn’t matter – if you say no it’s alright – i won’t leave with my tail between my legs if you don’t want to put your tail between my legs – you see the way i used humour there to try and get you round to my way of thinking


Tom   i like you


Tara   is that a yes


Tom   part of me wants to trail you into the nearest doorway


Tara   what does the other part want to do 


Tom   trail you into the nearest doorway


Tara   and what – say it


Tom   fuck you


Tara   there must be doorways about here somewhere


Tom   there’s another part


Tara   there doesn’t have to be another part


Tom   there does


Tara   alright – look listen – if i say this you’ll believe me right


Tom   right


Tara   i know what i’m doing – i know what i’m doing and i want to do it – i am not in a bad place at the moment – this is not about me punishing myself by fucking some old man


Tom   thank you


Tara   you’re welcome – i have no problem with my own father – i won’t call you daddy – i saw you standing on your own and i wanted to meet you – all i’m saying is if you wanted to fuck me that would be a good thing


Tom   look i am not …


Tara   sorry one more thing – i do not in any way care that you are married – i will not be a problem – as we have already established it’s not a bullet and knickers thing


Tom   i don’t care about any of that stuff 


Tara   what then


Tom   i’m not a casual person


Tara   can we not just …


Tom   are you going to listen to me


Tara   yes daddy – that was a joke


Tom   i like the way you talk to me – i like the fact that you’re standing here talking to me at all – it feels like something i need




She kisses him.







look we’ll have another drink here then i’ve to go





Tara   stay with me longer than one more drink


Tom   shall we go somewhere else – go for a walk – have a drink after that


Tara   a walk


Tom   yeah


Tara   a real walk


Tom   yeah – it’ll be good – it’s getting dark – the city will be lit up


Tara   ok


Tom   we can stay here if you want – i’m just saying – you know – a dander about the town and then another few drinks


Tara   i’d love to go for a walk around town with you – look for a doorway 





The following evening. Joan and Tom at home.




Joan   that’s it – no answer – nothing – silence – fuck – why – i need to know – what it is you do – cry – tell a joke – whisper i love you – do you hate me – oh god – is this the – it is isn’t it – it’s the it isn’t you it’s me fucking thing – you poor child – little lost and lonely soul – i want to know why


Tom   i don’t know why


Joan   you owe me


Tom   i owe you fuck all – i’ve been here too – all this time


Joan   don’t hide – be a man


Tom   be a man


Joan   yes – treat me with respect


Tom   as a man the answer is – because she was there


Joan   i want to know why you need to be with other women


Tom   one other woman


Joan   how do i know that


Tom   why would i lie


Joan   because you can – because you have


Tom   one other woman


Joan   just in case i’ll assume that the reason for fucking one is the same reason for fucking many


Tom   what does any of that matter – it’s done 


Joan   it’s done – that it – it’s done


Tom   i met a woman – we had sex – you found out about it – it’s done


Joan   we have to talk about this


Tom   no we don’t


Joan   i want to talk


Tom   i don’t


Joan   why did you do it


Tom   i don’t know why


Joan   something must’ve been happening – why didn’t you tell me


Tom   because that’s what we do – we don’t tell each other things


Joan   why didn’t you try and change that then – do something different – why didn’t you ask me – tell me the situation – see what my reaction might’ve been







OEBPS/9780571321872_cover_epub.jpg
PLAYS

Owen McCafferty
Unfaithful






OEBPS/a03_online.png
i

FABER & FABRBER





OEBPS/faber-branding-logo.png





