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MOKELE-MBEMBE

Mokele-Mbembe
is an amphibious dinosaur said to reside in the Congo. This name comes
from the Lingala language and means ‘one who stops the flow of rivers’.
This creature is sort of like the African version of the Loch Ness
Monster and has become one of the most famous cryptids. You might think
the idea of a 35 foot dinosaur living in the Congo undiscovered is
preposterous but then new species of plant, insect, and monkeys have
been discovered in that region in fairly recent times so it isn't as if
the world's wildlife and nature has been completely charted and
classified. Admittedly though it is something of a stretch to think
that a dinosaur might exist but then the creature would have plenty of
places to hide in an area that large and remote.

"Some people
believe that some dinosaurs linger on," wrote the Live Science website.
"Hiding until the present time in the remote jungles of central Africa,
especially in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The region is the
reputed home of the mokele-mbembe, an amphibious dinosaur-like creature
said to be up to 35 feet long, with brownish-gray skin and a long,
flexible neck. According to legends, it lives in caves it digs in
riverbanks and feeds on elephants, hippos, and crocodiles."

The
creature is a 20th century cryptid and has been spoken of for just over
one hundred years now. Despite mokele-mbembe being a part of local
legend and no shortage of eyewitness descriptions or sightings any
tangible proof of the monster's existence has proved to be elusive so
far. Several expeditions have been launched in the area but they've -
for the most part - departed without any concrete evidence for a
dinosaur roaming around central Africa. Footprints alleged to have been
left by the monster have proved inconclusive. 

In 1992 a
Japanese film crew shot some aerial footage of what they believe could
be the mokele-mbembe swimming in the sea but - as with Loch Ness - the
footage was far from certain and could have been anything from a small
animal swimming to a piece of wood or a large fish. Some though would
point to the fact that the object seemed to have a dinosaur type neck.
The problem with the footage is that - like all cryptid and indeed UFO
footage - it is taken from a long distance away and subject to camera
shaking and a certain blurriness. You could be forgiven for wondering
why no one ever seems to get any crystal sharp unshaken footage of a
cryptid or UFO!

There have been several alleged sightings of
mokele-mbembe in fairly recent years. The creature is said to live in
caves that it digs for itself. Some believe the origin of this cryptid
derives from the  1909 book titled Beasts and Men by Carl
Hagenbeck. Hagenback said in the book that dinosaurs could still exist
in Africa and this claim seemed to activate imaginations and lead to
various monster hunters going off in search of dinosaurs. There was
actually a Kickstarter funded expedition to search for mokele-mbembe in
fairly recent times but this expedition came up empty handed and found
life in the Congo Basin rather difficult.

There have been around
50 expeditions mounted to find evidence of the mokele-mbembe but none
of them have been successful. The main problem for the alleged
existence of this monster is that if it is some sort of undiscovered
dinosaur then it can't be alone and there must be more of them. If this
was the case though why hasn't a body or a convincing sighting of one
captured by film or camera emerged? As such this legend, as fascinating
as it is, must be taken with a pinch of salt. 

There are many
possible theories surrounding the demise of dinosaurs - like a
meteorite, an epidemic or a pathogenic fungi. Dinosaurs were not merely
overgrown reptiles but far more complex. Some must have been
surprisingly cunning and intelligent in order to survive and hunt and
so it was clearly an epic disaster the did for them.

An
interesting question to consider is this - what would the world be like
today if the dinosaurs hadn't become extinct? Well, velociraptors were
intelligent enough to hunt in packs and even had their own form of
language. Imagine dinosaurs with many years more evolution than us. It
is highly probable they would have developed intelligence like humans
and be living in an advanced dinosaur society with their own
technology. Who wouldn't pay money to get a glimpse of what that would
have looked like? 

 
BIGFOOT

Do
huge and elusive ape creatures that walk upright like humans lurk
around in the dark and lonely forests of the American Pacific
Northwest? Bigfoot is a fun and creepy mystery and it does have perhaps
the most famous piece of 'monster' film of all time in the Bluff Creek
footage Roger Patterson took in 1967 of what he claimed was a female
Bigfoot walking across a shallow stream and rocks towards the woods.
Although most people probably take Patterson's footage with a grain of
salt it has never been 100% debunked and some experts have pointed out
the very strange gait of the creature and presence of what appear to be
moving breasts and muscles. If it was a hoax then it was a clever one. 

Some
claim that the 'Bigfoot' was Patterson's colleague Bob Gimlin in a suit
and note that Patterson was a well known opportunist who had previously
written a book about The Abominable Snowman. It is on the face of it a
remarkable coincidence that he just happened to ride out into the
forest to look for Bigfoot and managed to film one fairly swiftly -
although not for very long with a somewhat shaky camera. It appears
that more than one person has claimed to have been the man in the suit
in the Patterson footage but the suit itself has never turned up and
special effects people of the time were impressed with the footage.
Anthropological artist and photogrammetrist Bill Munns estimated the
height of the 'Bigfoot' in Patterson's film to be 7'4 (!) and no one
has ever got close to replicating the eerie footage with a man in a
monkey suit, even though many have tried.

But what of the
practical chances of these creatures actually existing? The mountain
forests where they are said to reside are surprisingly unexplored and
very dank, dark places where hunters and people rarely venture into the
darkest corners. Is it possible they could hide there on a frugal
vegetarian diet? The main problem with the Bigfoot legend is that these
furry rascals are rather elusive and no body or skeleton is ever found
- something which you'd imagine would have happened by now if they
really existed. In these huge dank forests, it is easy for someone's
imagination to run away with them and see shadows or glimpses of
animals. Strange noises that echo through the trees, especially at
night, are also prone to have people putting two and two together and
coming up with five.

Places like the Klamath National Forest and
the Six Rivers National Forest can be very spooky. There is the obvious
fact too that some of the more strange characters who live out in these
places on their own have long since worked out that a few Bigfoot tales
will have a chance of getting them a bit of cash and attention. The
roots of Bigfoot come from the late nineteenth century, from the idea
that some naturalists had about a 'missing link' roaming the earth
somewhere undetected. Sightings have been steady since the 1920s and
despite skepticism from the scientific community (who believe folklore,
hoaxes and misidentified animals are responsible for the Bigfoot
legend) this enduringly compelling mystery shows no sign of losing its
appeal just yet.


SPRING-HEELED JACK

Spring-Heeled
Jack is an alleged supernatural criminal first sighted in 1837 in
London. In the volume Encounters with Flying Humanoids, Ken Gerhard
describes Spring-Heeled Jack in the following way - "So named because
of his apparent ability to bound effortlessly through the air,
Spring-Heeled Jack was greatly feared by residents of suburban London
during the 1830s. A diabolical, super-villain of sorts, he was usually
described as being tall, thin, and cloaked in a tight-fitting oilskin
suit, as well as a flowing cape. Jack first gained notoriety when he
began to accost solitary, young women by ripping at their clothing with
steely claws while he breathed noxious, blue flames into their faces.
To this day, no one is sure of Jack’s true identity, nor from where
this notorious scoundrel came.'

The legend of this bizarre
menace began in October 1837 when a young woman named Mary Stevens was
walking home from Lavender Hill (where she was employed as a servant).
The girl said she was assaulted in an alley by a monstrous figure who
ripped at her clothes with claw like hands and had the cold clammy
fingers of an animated corpse. Mary claimed that words could hardly do
justice to the terrifying nature of this flesh crawling assailant. He
was like some ghostly monster with the face of a zombie and bright red
eyes that seemed to come from the fiery pits of Hell itself. Mary
managed to scream for help during the attack and this brought members
of the public onto the scene - whereupon the mysterious and alarming
fiend fled into the night in impossible fashion. The beast was not only
lightning quick but also elusive. One minute he was there and in the
next second he was gone in a flash. 

Who did Mary encounter
that night? She was deemed to be a credible enough witness when she
spoke of her spine chilling encounter with god knows what. Mary wasn't
a drunk or someone who was prone to making up stories. She really did
seem to have had a strange and bewildering encounter with someone very
frightening indeed. And so began the mystery and legend of the uncanny
rascal destined to be forever known as Spring-Heeled Jack. The alarming
encounter with Mary Stevens was merely the tip of the iceberg for this
dreaded fiend. Jack was soon creating mass panic in various parts of
England. You might say that, for a time, Spring-Heeled Jack became
ubiquitous. He was all over the place. 

The next day
Spring-Heeled Jack was sighted again by a coachman who claimed that
Jack leapt in front of his carriage in death-defying fashion and then
made his escape over a wall (a wall that no mere mortal would have been
able to scale) with a spine-chilling cackle of laughter before
vanishing into the night. Jack, as you've probably worked out by
now,  got his name because of his reputed ability to leap up into
the air - almost as if he was flying. 

This famous rascal
therefore had what what you might describe as supernatural qualities
attributed to him. It would obviously be rather difficult to catch a
criminal who had the ability to leap over houses so you might say that
Jack was rather elusive - to put it mildly! The legend of Spring-Heeled
Jack now had firm roots and began to flourish. In the England of the
late 1830s, Spring-Heeled Jack was like Blighty's version of Bigfoot.
The actual existence of the fiend seemed unlikely but all the same
plenty of people claimed to have seen it. 

Illustrations of
Jack tend to have him as a scrawny and sinister figure with winged
arms. He is usually depicted as looking like a cross between the child
catcher in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and the monster in the horror film
Jeepers Creepers. He is usually depicted as having an impish Devil like
appearance with a pointed Jimmy Hill chin and red eyes. Jack looks
rather like Emperor Ming from Flash Gordon (albeit a less suave version
of Ming) in some of the illustrations I perused in the writing of this
chapter. Sometimes he is depicted with artificial wings like Batman and
sometimes the wings appear to be real wings. The one constant in
illustrations of Spring-Heeled Jack seems to be an evil smirk. He
obviously got a big kick out of frightening the living daylights out of
the general public. 

Separating fact from fiction in this
legend is not easy though. Was there any truth to this legend at all or
is Jack is simply an urban myth or piece of entertaining English
folklore? We should remember that people at the time were very prone to
believing in the supernatural. Many people still believed in witches
and even vampires. Tales of a winged monster who could leap over
tremendously high walls were obviously taken at face value by more
people in 1837 than they would be today. If you described an encounter
with Spring Heeled-Jack today you'd probably be asked why you hadn't
filmed him on your phone! It was obviously a lot easier in 1837 to come
up with a fantastic story without having to provide too much in the way
of evidence. 

The two most famous accounts of Spring-Heeled
Jack are the Jane Alsop and Lucy Scales cases. In the Alsop case, a
young woman named Jane Alsop claimed that she answered the door to a
police officer (presumably, the police officer wanted some assistance
from Jane's father - that seems to be the general perception) who
claimed to have captured the fiend. Jane went out to see for herself if
the police officer really had captured Jack (you could say that Jane
was rather brave in doing this but maybe curiosity just got the better
of her - who wouldn't want a look at Spring-Heeled Jack if given the
chance?) - whereupon Jack then threw off his cloak and vomited blue
flame as his eyes sparkled a hellish red glow. Jack then fled the scene
in his usual magical gymnastic fashion - though not before Jane had
seen his hideous appearance for herself. 

Cases like this,
whether true or not, were enough to get Spring-Heeled Jack in the
newspapers by now. Very soon servant girls all over London were
swapping lurid stories about this alleged fiend who seemed to enjoy
scaring people - especially young women. A man named Thomas Millbank
was initially arrested for the attack on Alsop but then set free when
it was established he was incapable of breathing blue fire! You
honestly couldn't have made that up! 

Millbank had actually
turned himself in to the police claiming to be Spring-Heeled Jack but
he was obviously just some crazy person looking for attention. The fact
that Millbank looked fairly normal (no red eyes at all and a normal
chin) and patently lacked the ability to leap over houses also rather
torpedoed his fanciful claims of being the dreaded and notorious
Spring-Heeled Jack! Millbank was set free by the police and after this
five minutes of fame and notoriety slid back into the obscurity from
whence he came. 

Several days later, 18-year-old Lucy Scales
also reported a sighting of Jack after visiting her brother in
Limehouse. Just as with Jane Alsop, she reported that the creature
seemed to spew forth blue flames form its mouth like a Demonic
fire-eater. Lucy's sister said that the assailant carried a lantern and
was disturbingly monstrous and thin. There were other alleged
encounters in this vein. People were soon tripping over themselves to
report their own brush with the fabled bat-winged red-eyed
troublemaker. As you might imagine, Jack was soon creating quite a stir
with him being the subject of so many (and most likely tall) tales.
Very soon there were few people in Englad who hadn't heard of
Spring-Heeled Jack. 

It is said that parents of this era with
obstreperous children would warn them that if they didn't behave they
might receive a visit from the sinister Spring-Heeled Jack. Eat up your
carrots and do your school work or Jack will pay you a visit! Jack was
now becoming a mythic bogeyman - even to children. The legend of
Spring-Heeled Jack grew and grew. There were sightings in Sussex and
Liverpool and even soldiers and army officers reported encountering the
creature at their barracks. Young women would continue to tell stories
of how Jack had surprised them in unlit streets and then leapt away in
a single bound that took him clear over tall gates or walls. 

Jack
was now a regular in the news headlines and the authorities began to
investigate the case. Legend has it that the Duke of Wellington (who
was no spring chicken by now but still clearly spry and brave) even set
off on horseback to hunt and shoot the creature. Needless to say he was
unsuccessful in this task. Jack soon became a very famous figure and
began to appear in penny dreadfuls. He was like a cross between a
superhero and Jack the Ripper. A weird folk memory casting a dark and
sinister shadow over the present. 

So who was this figure? Was
it mere folklore or something supernatural? Some suspect that Jack was
simply mass hysteria based on a few strange crime incidents where a
criminal was embellished to be something ghostly or monstrous. It could
be that Jack was simply a tall tale that began to spiral into something
more mainstream. This sociological explanation would appear to have a
lot of credibility. 

A fairly plausible (and therefore more
prosaic) explanation than the supernatural theory is that the legend of
Spring-Heeled Jack was something which spiralled out of a prank. A
young group of aristocrats were suspected at the time of creating the
character of Jack and staging the pranks as a piece of mischief to
amuse themselves. Aristocrats of the era had a lot of free time and
were known to be fond of acting stupidly so this explanation seems far
from the realm of impossibility. 

There was a curious case in
the Spring-Heeled Jack era of a man being arrested for dressing up in a
bear costume to scare woman. It could be that Spring-Heeled Jack was a
similar (if more theatrical and refined) sort of prank. The Lord Mayor
apparently received a letter in which it was alleged that pranksters
had a wager worth £5,000 in which they had to scare women dressed in
various disguises which included the Devil and a bear costume. 

Could
it be that this was the true source of the mystery? That didn't explain
though why the pranksters harassed soldiers in their barracks. Would a
prankster really want to run the risk of being shot by a spooked
soldier? The soldiers at Aldershot did indeed claim to have shot at
Jack but said their bullets had no effect on this supernatural
rapscallion. A bullet definitely WOULD have had an effect on a bone
idle aristocrat wearing a fancy dress Devil mask though!

An
interesting suspect in this mystery was the Marquess of Waterford. The
Marquess of Waterford was a nobleman who was considered to be
completely crazy and infamous for not treating women terribly well at
times. He was in London at the time of the first sightings of Jack so
remains a possible suspect in this legend. Most accounts of the
Marquess of Waterford suggest he was probably mad enough to have
created the Spring-Heeled Jack hysteria purely as a joke. You might say
he was sort of like the Jeremy Beadle of his day. This theory doesn't
really explain though why people attributed amazing leaping powers to
Jack. How did the nutty old Marquess manage to fake that? A trampoline?


One salient factor in the aristocrat theory is that Jack -
despite having ample opportunity by all accounts - never robbed any of
his victims. Money was not a motive. Jack was only interested in
scaring people. There were endless reports of Jack throughout the
Victorian era but the mystery was never solved. It has been alleged
that Jack was once responsible for murdering a prostitute but this is
obviously impossible to verify. 

Some have speculated that Jack
might even have been a vigilante (rather like Batman!) who went out at
night in an elaborate costume to fight crime. This theory though would
appear to ave a rather obvious flaw in that it begs the question of why
a supposedly moral vigilante would be out scaring women! The sightings
of Spring-Heeled Jack eventually petered out and the fiend became part
of Victorian folklore. 

Maybe the simplest explanation to this
mystery is the one proposed by Mike Dash. Dash, who has written books
about unexplained mysteries (from very much what you might describe as
a dubious debunker sort of perspective), believes that the legend of
Spring-Heeled Jack does not come from history but more contemporary
books about folklore. That is to say that Jack is a retrospective
creation who was essentially made up years later. Who knows what the
real truth is. It could have been a prank or it could have been a
deranged criminal. Jack could merely have been the figment of someone's
imagination. Maybe it was even - as some allege - the Devil himself!


DE LOY'S APE

In
1920, Swiss geologist François de Loys was part of an exhausted
European expedition team on the borders of Colombia and Venezuela
looking for oil. The team claimed that, close to the river, they
encountered two unusually tall monkeys who were walking upright like
human beings. One of the monkeys apparently became aggressive and was
shot. The creature was propped up on a chair with a stick under its
chin for a photograph and was said by de Loys to be an unknown primate.


The photograph is certainly interesting and a trifle spooky.
The monkey has a strangely human looking face and is propped up with
the stick so that it appears to have a straight back. There are a few
factors that tend to go against the unknown primate theory now though.
François de Loys only went public with his "discovery" in 1929 through
the prompting of his friend, the anthropologist George Montandon. Could
Montandon have embellished and encouraged the story to raise his own
profile?

The personal account by de Hoys of the encounter is
rather hokey ("The jungle swished open, and a huge, dark, hairy body
appeared out of the undergrowth, standing up clumsily, shaking with
rage, grunting and roaring and panting as he came out onto us at the
edge of the clearing. The sight was terrifying... The beast jumped
about in a frenzy, shrieking loudly and beating frantically his hairy
chest with his own fists; then he wrenched off at one snap a limb of a
tree and, wielding it as a man would a bludgeon, murderously made for
me. I had to shoot...") and also there is no way to gauge how tall the
ape is from the photograph. The general view on this case now is that
it was probably a hoax. Stumps from trees not indigenous to South
America are said to be present in the picture and many believe the
creature is just a Spider Monkey that has been propped up to look
taller.


FAVERSHAM WOLF

A
vaguely supernatural creature said to inhabit woodland outside a small
town in the south of England. In 2005, a local resident named Michael
Cooper claimed he took a shortcut home one summer's evening through
fishing lakes and woods after finishing his cleaning shift at a nearby
factory and was followed by something which growled in a low pitch. He
saw red eyes in the darkness and a shape through the trees which he
estimated to be much bigger than a large dog. 

Cooper, despite
his panic, managed to get to a road and the relative safety of streets
and houses but his ordeal left him so shaken he swore never to go back
in the woods - especially at night. Thereafter he did his best to get a
lift home from work or go in the opposite direction and stick to the
main road. There have been a few alleged incidents of this nature but
as of yet this local mystery remains unsolved. Some local investigators
have floated the possibility that Cooper might have encountered a
werewolf because there was a full moon that night. 


LAKE CHAMPLAIN MONSTER

'Champ'
is the nickname for what is essentially Canada's version of the Loch
Ness monster. The case for this sea monster is on slightly firmer
footing than Loch Ness as the lake "Champ" has to hide in is 109 miles
long and stretches from the United States to Canada. There have been
hundreds of alleged sightings of Champ dating back to 1819 when a
Captain Crumb (what a great name) claimed to have seen the aquatic
monster from his boat in Bulwagga Bay. Champ has been captured on film
but the evidence (as ever with footage of alleged sea monsters) remains
inconclusive. Just as many people who think they have seen a UFO have
probably seen a satellite, shooting star, aircraft, or even the planet
Venus, sea monster sightings are invariably logs, debris or innocuous
creatures all rendered strange by the sun and distance.

Writer
Lisa Alther claims to have seen the creature more than once, including
this sighting - “It was 1980. We were where the Otter Creek flows into
Lake Champlain, in Ferrisburgh. There were 14 of us, my parents,
ex-husband, brothers and sister and their spouses. We heard waves
crashing on the rocks along the shore and ran out of the cottage. Maybe
15 feet off the shore we saw a long, dark, snake-like creature winding
through the water, so that 3 or 4 humps broke the surface in a rolling
movement. The skin appeared to be scaly and the light reflected
jaggedly off the scales. The wake was quite large and broke like small
ocean waves. It wound along the shore and then headed out to deeper
water. I feel the creature Ina and I saw was similar to the one I saw
with my family in the 1980’s. I’ve extensively researched large marine
creatures past and present. I think the animal we all saw most closely
resembles a water reptile called a plesiosaur.”


LOCH NESS MONSTER

Does
a plesiosaur type sea monster with a serpent head lurk in the waters of
Loch Ness? As wonderful as this mystery is, the Loch Ness monster has
been subject to so many hoaxes that it's hard to take this case
seriously anymore except as a bit of romantic mythmaking and mischief
designed to drum up tourism. The most famous photographic evidence of
Nessie was for several decades the Surgeon's Photograph, that taken by
Colonel Robert Wilson in 1934. As Wilson was a respected witness and
his picture did seem to show some sort of sea serpent (albeit very far
away), it helped fuel the Nessie industry and intrigue those with a
natural interest in such matters. When the picture was later revealed
to be a hoax (it was merely a toy) it joined the endless list of Nessie
pictures that had had been revealed as fakes, logs, otters, dogs, or
simply doctored images. 

Also, Loch Ness has been subject to
many expeditions and with modern sonar and submarine technology one
would reasonably think that something of note would have been found by
now if a sea monster was roaming this body of water. For example, a
modern BBC investigation used satellite navigation technology to aim
sonar beams throughout the Loch. "We went from shoreline to shoreline,
top to bottom on this one, we have covered everything in this loch and
we saw no signs of any large living animal in the loch," said Ian
Florence, one of the specialists who carried out the survey for the
BBC. Case closed until the next sighting at least...


SHAPESHIFTING LIZARDS

The
Reptilian Elite conspiracy theory posits that the elites of the world
are in reality blood drinking alien reptilians disguised as human
beings. The 'lizards' are supposedly behind influential and secretive
groups like the Freemasons and the Illuminati. David Icke is the most
famous proponent of what is commonly known as the New World Order alien
conspiracy. This, as the name suggests, argues that the elites
(Illuminati) who run the world are actually not originally of this
Earth. David Icke is far from the first person to write about this
theory but few associated with this branch of conspiracy theory have
become anywhere near as famous as David Icke. Reptilian humanoids have
been woven into popular culture for decades. They've featured in
everything from Creature from the Black Lagoon to The Outer Limits to
Star Trek. 

David Icke said the lizards are called the Anunnaki
or Archons and derive from the constellation Draco (according to
science there are some planets in this constellation that might
possibly be capable of sustaining life). David Icke claims that human
beings were the result of breeding experiments conducted by the
Anunnaki/Archons hundreds of thousands of years ago. David Icke appears
to have taken some inspiration from Swiss pseudoarcheologist Erich von
Däniken in this backstory. Erich von Däniken made a career out of his
'ancient astronaut' theory - which argues that aliens visited the Earth
many centuries ago and shaped the development of humanity. 

It
is sometimes speculated that one of the (unconscious perhaps)
inspirations for David Icke's lizard theory was The Shadow Kingdom - a
1929 fantasy short story by American writer Robert E. Howard. This
story features a reptilian race known as the Serpent Men. This race
worship the Serpent God and - although lizard like in appearance - can
disguise themselves as humans. Theories about ancient astronauts go
back as far as 4000BC in the Rig Veda. The Rigveda or Rig Veda is an
ancient Indian collection of Vedic Sanskrit hymns. It is one of the
four sacred canonical texts of Hinduism known as the Vedas.

One
piece of evidence that David Icke often cites for his Reptilian Elite
conspiracy theory is the fact that ancient human cultures have always
worshipped serpent Gods. He believes this recurring worship of serpents
is no accident or coincidence. "The oldest form of religious worship in
the world has been taken back 70,000 years," said Icke, "to an area of
the Kalahari desert in South Africa and it is the worship of the
serpent or worship of the snake." David Icke believes that the Sumerian
kings and Egyptian pharaohs were shapeshifting alien lizards. The
reptilian aliens are said to be as tall as twelve feet in their natural
state. David Icke says you can spot reptilians because their eyes don't
change even when they smile. He says this indicates reptilian-arcent
forces.

David Icke has claimed there are two different types of
reptilians - hybrids and full bloods. Hybrids are a result of the
lizards breeding with humans. Icke claims the 'pure' lizards are named
Dracos and are the true puppetmasters of the world. The hybrid lizards,
according to David Icke, sometimes don't even know they are lizards and
are unaware that their actions are controlled and orchestrated by the
Dracos. The hybrid lizards usually occupy roles in politics or finance.
David Icke uses real life events to argue the case for his lizard
theory. To give an example, Icke would say that wars in the Middle East
were manipulated by our reptile overlords because they feed off misery
and negative energy and as they control governments and the arms
industry they make a fortune from the contracts for weapons and
rebuilding contracts. 

So, according to David Icke's theory, a
hybrid could be engineered into a position of power and authority
(like, for example, becoming the President or Prime Minister of a
nation) but be unaware of their true nature and how they got into this
position in the first place. Icke uses political dynasties to make this
point and offers examples of political families like the Kennedy
family, Bush family, and Clinton family where generations (and even
spouses) have run for President. One obvious flaw with this theory
though is that Jeb Bush and Hilary Clinton were both unsuccessful when
they ran for President. The counter argument would be that they were
both doomed by Donald Trump - the inheritor of a financial business
dynasty. 

David Icke has written that, in order to maintain
their human form, the shapeshifting alien lizards must drink human
blood on a regular basis. He believes they arrange human sacrifices and
murder in order to maintain this supply of fresh human blood. David
Icke says the shapeshifting lizards (aka Anunnaki) feed on human
anxiety, fears, and emotions. This essentially makes the lizards a sort
of emotional vampire. David Icke says that Stalin and Hitler were both
shapeshifting alien lizards. As were Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston
Churchill. All the major World War 2 leaders were lizards then. David
Icke claims that the Anunnaki reptiles wanted to mine mono-atomic gold.
This mineral allegedly has the ability to increase the carrying
capacity of the nervous system by ten thousand times.

In the
1930s in California, a man named L. Macklin, who was a Native American
from the Hopi tribe, said there was a Hopi legend about an underground
city in the area (blocked off by rubbed caverns) that was created by a
race known as the Lizard People. The Lizard People supposedly live in
caverns inside Mount Shasta. One wonders if David Icke heard of this
legend and was perhaps inspired in some way when it came to his own
theories about humanoid lizards.

David Icke says the City Of
London flag depicts reptiles (they are meant to be dragons) on a
shield. This is a symbol, he argues, of how the financial district in
London (which is very powerful and only rivalled by New York) is
controlled by shapeshifting lizards. Icke also believes that there are
secret underground bases around the world where the lizard and hybrid
elite can plot their nefarious plans in secret. "Barack Obama is not
the most powerful man in the world. He is just the point of interaction
between the shadow networks that are deciding events and those that are
making things happen. There are underground bases all over the place
that Presidents and Prime Ministers aren’t allowed to know what is
happening inside."

A poll taken in America in 2016 revealed that
around six million Americans believed David Icke's lizard conspiracy
theory was true. Icke used texts such as the Nag Hammadi and the Dead
Sea Scrolls to find evidence for his lizard theory. In his books and
talks, Icke has said that these lizards are higher vibrational beings
of frequency and are able to disguise their true form. Icke has
suggested that these lizards have used bloodlines of wealthy and
important families to maintain their grip on the world. The lizard
festooned Illuminati, according to David Icke, control the Earth though
13 ruling families. 

These families are each powerful in
specific crucial spheres of society like (for example) politics,
finance, media, religion, and military technology. According to David
Icke, political dynasties like the Bush family are lizards. The British
royal family are also lizards under Icke's theory. David Icke said the
lizards "use human fear, guilt, and aggression as energy. Thus we have
the encouragement of wars, human genocide, the mass slaughter of
animals, sexual perversions which create highly charged negative
energy, and black magic ritual and sacrifice which takes place on a
scale that will stagger."

On his website, David Icke once
interviewed a woman named Arizona Wilder who claimed to have seen
various famous figures, including Hilary Clinton and members of the
British monarchy, turning into lizards and drinking blood. Wilder
claimed that they wore red robes when they conducted these ceremonies.
As if that wasn't enough, she said the sadistic (and never captured)
Nazi Dr Mengle was part of the blood drinking Illuminati who helped
stage these grisly events. 

Regarding the lizard people
conspiracy, Edward Guimont wrote in 2019 - 'The persistent
Euro-American belief in the existence of dinosaurs in Africa–often
without evidence–always served a colonial purpose. These atavistic
monsters symbolize the continent and its people in the minds of those
in Europe and the United States who oppose full independence of African
nations and equality for their citizens. But more recently, another
reptilian creature inhabits the conspiratorial right’s menagerie,
combining the revisionist history of Ley’s sirrush link to Central
Africa, racist stereotypes, and the thinly-veiled colonialist concept
of ancient aliens, to create a reptilian being capable of ruling Europe
and the United States, if only covertly: Lizard People.

'Promoted
in the 1990s by David Icke, Lizard People are shapeshifting fascist
aliens who, according to true believers, control the world via the
Babylonian Brotherhood, a group for which the Illuminati is a front.
Icke himself was inspired by the 1970s writings of Zecharia Sitchin, a
shipping executive and self-taught archaeologist who deduced that the
ancient Sumerian pantheon were actually reptilian aliens. Referring to
Koldewey’s excavations, and making leaps of logic that match those of
Ley, Sitchin argued that legendary gold-mining sites were actually
distorted records of alien mining operations. Among these were the
mines of King Solomon, which Sitchin believed were at Ophir in
Rhodesia.21

'This might seem like a pointless diversion were it
not for the fact that Public Policy Polling found four percent of
voters in the 2012 U.S. presidential election (approximately 5.1
million people) believed in the Lizard People—a small minority, but
more than a mere fringe. In contrast, a mere 1.74%, or 2.3 million
people, cast their votes for all combined third-party candidates in the
same election. Since 2016, numerous electrons have given their lives in
the service of articles highlighting the role of conspiracy culture in
the global alt-right populist movement. In these circles, the Lizard
People are part of much broader antisemitic conspiracies.22

'The
theory of the Lizard People is sustained by a long chain of connections
stretching back centuries, beginning with the same associations between
Great Zimbabwe, King Solomon, and Babylon that sustained
twentieth-century theories of living dinosaurs. Icke drew from Sitchin,
who drew from Ley’s writings on Koldeway—as did Huevelmans and Mackal.
Gibbons was inspired by Mackal and The Lost World, which also inspired
H. Rider Haggard and Michael Crichton over a century apart. Like the
branches of a phylogenetic tree, the Lizard People, African dinosaurs,
and Great Zimbabwe theories all split away from each other–but
ultimately grew from the same trunk. Like colonialism itself, the
living dinosaur legend has thus far been immune to extinction. Instead,
both have evolved into newer forms, sustained by legends of
Euro-American superiority and the power—economic, military, and
ideological—to make those legends into fact.'

David Icke is
quite shrewd in his lectures in the way he introduces the lizard
conspiracy. He will often say something like 'this might sound crazy
but...' by way of introduction. This is clever because the subtext is
Icke conceding that it sounds outlandish and asking the audience to
hear him out. This self-awareness (something which Icke seemed to lack
in his first disastrous interview with Terry Wogan) is Icke's way of
telling the audience that he is sane and aware that this specific
conspiracy might take some swallowing. In a sense it proves Icke's
sanity because a genuinely crazy person would not make light of the
conspiracy - they would simply bluster into it. 

The obvious
problem with David Icke's blood drinking alien lizard conspiracy is
that there is obviously no concrete evidence whatsoever for this. One
can prove that secret societies exist and one can offer theories
concerning finance, politics, and technology, and so long as one is (as
a speaker) engaging, a certain plausibility (or at the least the
ability to make an audience think and question) can be attained.
However, it is impossible to do this with Icke's lizard theory because
it is too outlandish and silly. It is completely unverifiable. No
evidence for famous people being alien blood drinking lizards has ever
surfaced and it's safe to expect that none ever will.

In
mitigation, David Icke would point out the clear reptile imagery
embedded into the institutions and symbols of society. An article on
Collective Evolution in 2017 noted that there was clear evidence of
reptile and snake imagery in the design and architecture (both exterior
and interior) of the Pope’s Audience Hall. The interior of the hall
even appeared to have scales and snake fangs. Carl Sagan said that a
fear of snakes seems to be hardwired into our DNA. David Icke would say
this was no accident. Icke has noted that the snake who tempted Eve to
eat the apple in the Garden of Eden is usually depicted with a human
head.

David Icke tends not to talk about shapeshifting lizards
so much these days. It is speculated that he downplays this now because
it was the main reason why he was ridiculed  in the early days
(and still is by the mainstream media). Alex Jones, another famous
conspiracy theorist, said that David Icke's shapeshifting lizard theory
was detrimental to his other messages. Jones felt that the lizard
theory was like a 'turd in the punch bowl' in contrast to Icke's other
work. Not that Icke has retracted his views on the matter. If asked
directly about this, David Icke will still insist that, yes, the world
is run by shapeshifting alien lizards. 

An influence on the
Reptilian Elite conspiracy theory, which may or may not have been
unconscious, was the early eighties sci-fi television miniseries V.
This miniseries was about a group of apparently friendly humanoid
aliens who arrive on Earth and seem peaceful and benevolent. However,
they are in reality lizard creatures who wish to enslave the Earth and
use human beings for food. David Icke's theories draw on a lot of
popular culture (They Live, The Matrix, V etc). It does make one wonder
why the reptile elites (who, if they exist, you would presume must
control the entertainment industry) would seed their plans and actions
into movies. 
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