

[image: ]




[image: ]




BroadStreet Publishing Group, LLC.


Savage, Minnesota USA


BroadStreetPublishing.com


Mr. & Mrs.


© 2021 by BroadStreet Publishing


978-1-4245-6189-6 (faux)


978-1-4245-6190-2 (eBook)


Devotional entries composed by Brenna Stockman.


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.


Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. zondervan.com. The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™ Scripture quotations marked (NIrV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version®, NIrV® Copyright © 1995, 1996, 1998, 2014 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIrV” and “New International Reader’s Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™ Scripture quotations marked (NCV) are taken from the New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NASB) are taken from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. Lockman.org. Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (TPT) are taken from The Passion Translation® of the Holy Bible. Copyright © 2017, 2018 by Passion & Fire Ministries. Used by permission of BroadStreet Publishing. All rights reserved.


Design by Chris Garborg | garborgdesign.com


Compiled and edited by Michelle Winger | literallyprecise.com


Printed in China.


21 22 23 24 25 26  7 6 5 4 3 2 1




“Love each other deeply, as much as I have loved you.”


JOHN 15:12 TPT
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Introduction


With your lives moving in fast forward and no known chance of slowing down, finding time to devote to your marriage can seem nearly impossible. Quality time is incredibly important for maintaining a healthy marriage in this quick-paced society where you run (sometimes literally) from errands to appointments to activities and back again.


One of the best ways to strengthen your relationship is to spend time together with God—especially when you are busy.


This daily devotional offers inspiring reflections on relationships, encouraging Scriptures, and thought-provoking questions to help you intentionally engage with God and each other. When you prioritize spending a few moments to grow together in your relationship with God, you will quickly learn that it is the best way to begin or end your day.




January


Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.


EPHESIANS 4:2-3 NIV





JANUARY 1


Resolutions


I will give heed to the blameless way. When will you come to me? I will walk within my house in the integrity of my heart. I will set no worthless thing before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not fasten its grip on me.


PSALM 101:2-3 NASB


When we are at work or out with friends, our tendency is to be on our best behavior. When we are at home, in our own private space with the people who love us most, our walls come down and our worst comes out. Our family, specifically our spouses, are normally on the receiving end of our nastiest moments.


Since our family is a gift to us from God, our obedience to him begins with how we treat them. Our commitment to love God is best shown within the confines of our own home. Understandably, this is a daunting task, which is why the psalmist asks the Lord when he will come to him. We require God’s help to walk blamelessly, and the Lord is happy to give us everything we need when we ask.


What will you resolve to do to act with integrity in your home?





JANUARY 2


True Wealth


Be still before the LORD  and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!


PSALM 37:7 ESV


All around us are those who appear more prosperous. They do not face the struggles we do, and sometimes it seems wealth comes to them so much easier. There are those who are divisive, crooked, and selfish; they care only about their own betterment and not the wellbeing of others. Those people should not distract us or distort our view of how things really are.


Blessings cannot be weighed in dollars. Peace in the Lord can be the condition of our hearts regardless of our bank accounts or the chaos surrounding us. Taking time to be still before the Lord, exercising patience and trust in him, will calm our minds and cast away our worries. It is important that we find the time to refocus on God, and fight for our spouses to also have this time. Distractions are everywhere, so we must be purposeful in our pursuit of true and godly wealth.


How can you help your spouse find time to be alone with the Lord?





JANUARY 3


Being Quiet


Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent.


PSALM 4:4 ESV


Feeling angry is not a sin, but we are responsible for our actions. Even when wrongs have been done against us, we have the option to do what is right. Approaching a difficult situation with an angry heart in the heat of the moment can lead to regrettable outcomes. However, taking time to think through the matter in a private place can bring clarity, so it is easier to address the offenses in a calm and collected state.


Knowing when to be silent and when to speak demonstrates wisdom and self-control. When we become angry at our spouses, it is important to not speak in wrath or try to break each other down. Instead, take the time necessary to calm down and refocus. Then it is easier to stay on point and hear the other person’s perspective.


When something makes you angry, how can you give it to God and refrain from sinning?





JANUARY 4


For Me


You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.


REVELATION 4:11 NIV


Everything begins and ends with God. The existence of nature and animals is to worship him. The point of our lives is to worship him. Even the purpose of our marriages is to worship him. He is worthy of glory, honor, and power because nothing good exists outside of him! It is only by him that we exist, so it should only be for him that we exist as well.


If matrimony truly is a picture of how God loves his people, then we should approach it with that same sort of situational reference. Trying to derive our “fair share” out of a marriage or using the other person’s shortcomings as justification for our own wrongdoings does not demonstrate a commitment to God. Marriage requires sacrifice, humility, and forgiveness in the same way Christ demonstrated for us when he accepted our payment for sin on the cross.


How can you glorify and honor God in your marriage?





JANUARY 5


Kindness Overflow


Show respect for all people: Love the brothers and sisters of God’s family, respect God, honor the king.


1 PETER 2:17 NCV


When our spouses disappoint us, we are called to show them respect. When other Christians are acting shamefully, we are to love them even still. God will sometimes do things or allow things that we do not understand, but we should respond in obedience. Our words about those in authority over us should be honorable and reflective of how Jesus would respond.


We cannot control other people, but we can control our responses. We do not have to agree with our spouse, friends, or those in leadership over us, but we do have to act in a way that is befitting of a child of God. Showing kindness has more power to soften hearts and bring about change than any disrespectful rebuttal or confrontation made in anger. Our desire should be for godly change and growth, not simply to stake our claim and make our opinion heard.


How can you continue to love and respect your spouse when you disagree or are disappointed?





JANUARY 6


Learn from Wisdom


“Stand up in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God.” I am the LORD.


LEVITICUS 19:32 NIV


A lot can be learned from those who have walked before us. Asking for wisdom and insight from others who have been married longer can offer great benefits to our marriages. So often we feel like we must rely on our own strength and hide our problems when we should be turning to the Lord for strength and help.


God has surrounded us with others who have testimonies of their own. It would be to our advantage to find those who are older and wiser, and who have spent years walking with God throughout their marriage. Respecting those who have age and experience on their side and revering God and his Word go hand in hand with growing in wisdom ourselves. Our marriages will be better off if we open our ears and hearts to listen and learn.


Do you know anyone who has had a long and godly marriage? Ask them what advice they would offer.





JANUARY 7


Honoring Parents


“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.”


EXODUS 20:12 NIV


We did not choose our parents and we did not directly choose our in-laws. However, that does not deviate from the commandment that God laid down that we are expected to honor them. Words have power, and the words we choose to use can influence others around us.


Although we may decide to live differently than the way our parents chose to live, there is a respectful way to go about implementing changes and alternative standards. God does not want us to defame or shame our parents in the way we speak or live. It was God who placed them over us to parent and raise us. However they ended up doing so, we honor them because we honor God.


Are the words you choose to use when discussing your parents or your spouse’s parents honoring?





JANUARY 8


All About Me


Each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.


EPHESIANS 5:33 NIV


Love and respect are basic desires of every human. It is easy to fall into the trap of withholding one or the other from our spouses as a way of controlling them or trying to force change. God’s love for us, however, is unending. Although there may be consequences for wrongdoings, he does not withhold his love from us.


In marriage, we have been told to love and respect our spouses. We love them because of the incredible love we have been shown, and we respect them because they are made in the image of God. One of the most practical ways we can demonstrate love and respect to God is by giving it to our spouse. It is not our duty to decide if they are worthy of it; we are in a marriage covenant with them and, for better or worse, we must love and respect each other.


What makes your spouse feel loved? What makes them feel respected?





JANUARY 9


Work Ethic


In all the work you are doing, work the best you can. Work as if you were doing it for the Lord, not for people.


COLOSSIANS 3:23 NCV


Regardless of whether we are at home, at work, grocery shopping, or helping a friend, the expectation remains the same. Whatever we are doing, we should work as if we are working directly for the Lord—because we are. Every time we wash the dishes, head to the office, cook a meal, or volunteer our time, it is the Lord we are serving. Others may benefit from our devotion, but it always comes down to us and God.


When we remember our calling in the midst of the tedious, mundane, and even thankless tasks, it can offer us a motivation stronger than any other. Serving God is what we were made to do. It is not always glamorous or enjoyable, but it is honorable and remembered.


When is it difficult for you to find joy in your work?





JANUARY 10


Bearing Fruit


We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God.


COLOSSIANS 1:9-10 NIV


God never leaves us with problems or trials too vast for us to navigate. He is the opposite of confusion. His love brings clarity, insight, and direction. If we ever need wisdom, he gives it to us freely when we are truly seeking him. He gives us his Holy Spirit to comfort and to guide us.


Living a life worthy of the Lord means making choices that reflect our gratitude for his grace and forgiveness. It means acting lovingly toward each other whether that love is deserved or not because God loves us abundantly and we certainly do not deserve his love. This way of living does not dictate that we tolerate wrong behavior but that our approach always be in love, remembering that we ourselves have also been forgiven much.


Why is bearing good fruit a sign of someone who is truly following God?





JANUARY 11


Clear Guide


The LORD has told you what is good, and this is what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.


MICAH 6:8 NLT


Although the Lord has freely given us forgiveness, he does not expect us to use his gift as a reason to act shamefully. Those who wish to follow God are called to live as he did. The Bible offers us a very clear guide as to how we are to conduct ourselves. Then, to demonstrate a godly lifestyle for us even clearer, God came to the world as Jesus Christ and lived a perfect life. Those whom Jesus was closest to and lived day to day beside were convinced of his Lordship by his wise words and his complementary lifestyle.


Just as the Lord Jesus taught us by his own life, we are to do what is right regardless of the outcome or of what the people around us are doing. We are to love mercy even when our minds scream for justice and we have been injured or insulted. We must leave justice in the hands of God and desire mercy. Casting aside pride, we ought to walk humbly with God. When we are near him and in reverent awe of his majesty, it is much easier to realize our own humble state.


How can you and your spouse encourage each other to follow these three mandates?





JANUARY 12


A Trustworthy Heart


This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence.


1 JOHN 3:19 NIV


John shows us here that our hearts are not trustworthy—only God is. If our hearts condemn us, he reminds us that God is bigger than our feelings. He is the one who knows all and he created a way for us to come to him. If we come, he will receive us. When we feel guilty, we must give those feelings to him, accept the truth of his forgiveness, and receive the rest and peace that his loving presence offers.


As a follow-up, John explains that our response to God’s unfailing grace should be to believe in Jesus Christ, love one another, and keep his commands. His grace and forgiveness are freely given, but our response to his love reveals if we have truly accepted him as our Lord or not.


Do your feelings ever mislead you from the truth of the gospel? How can you purposefully remember that God is faithful even when your own heart is deceitful?





JANUARY 13


Marriage Foundation


Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him.


PSALM 62:5 NLT


We cannot build our homes, jobs, or marriages on shifting sands. Our hope is only secure in the Father and in his promises. People will disappoint, status is not fulfilling, and our earthly homes are only temporary. All that will remain is what is rooted in Christ. Then when everything around us is uncertain, when injustice is rampant and evil is prevailing, and when those closest to us have let us down, our hope remains intact. Quietly, not in a concerned or questioning way, we wait for the Lord because we know what he says is true.


There is nothing in this world that has the power to steal our peace and our joy. No attempt of the enemy can derail our hope or lead us into doubt. For thousands of years the Lord has never failed to do exactly what he has said he will do, so we can turn to him for assurance and completely trust the truth in his Word.


What is your marriage founded upon?





JANUARY 14


Our Fortress


Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.


PSALM 62:1-2 NIV


All around us, in media and in life, there are examples of people trying to find fulfillment in others. Although we are created to need one another, ultimate love and sustenance comes only from our relationship with God. Another human is unable to offer what our souls crave most because our souls were made to desire God. When he is not at the center of our lives, we become off-balanced and uneasy.


Our search to find fulfillment elsewhere will only lead us further off course until we admit the need for our Creator. In him, we find our rest and our internal calm. In him, we are grounded, centered, and focused. Nothing that comes against us can shake us because he is our immovable rock and the holder of our hearts. Salvation and safety can only be found in him.


What place does God have in your life? What place does your spouse have?





JANUARY 15


Love Covers


Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.


1 PETER 4:8 NIV


Love looks past the shortcomings of another and sees the person God created. Even though we have all failed many times, the God still loves us. In this same manner, he has instructed us to love each other deeply. This comes from the Greek word ektenés which is used to describe the strenuous activity of an athlete’s muscles when sprinting.


Love is not easy, nor is it simply a feeling. Love is a commitment to choose each other amid the sins, failures, and disappointments. Marriage requires even more grace since the actions of our spouses directly affect us. Our love must be ardent and determined, not dependent on our feelings or the actions of our spouses. We must commit to love our spouses in the good times and the bad.


How can you show your spouse you love them when you do not feel very loving?





JANUARY 16


Perfect Example


Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.


EPHESIANS 5:25 NIV


The sort of love expected of husbands toward their wives is far greater than mere sentiment. If it were required, he should love her even to the point of death! Christ’s sacrifice was so great that the imagery depicted in this verse should not be overlooked or undervalued. This is an active, sacrificial love that considers the needs of a wife over even his own.


Just as the wife is called to submit to her husband, the husband is similarly called to submit his own desires to the care and love of his wife. Christ gave us the perfect example of love, and now it is our responsibility and honor to replicate that example to each other, to the rest of our families, and to anyone else the Lord places in our paths.


How can you apply your understanding of salvation to your marriage?





JANUARY 17


Truly Amazing


There are three things that amaze me—no, four things that I don’t understand: how an eagle glides through the sky, how a snake slithers on a rock, how a ship navigates the ocean, how a man loves a woman.


PROVERBS 30:18-19 NLT


Of everything we experience, true love between a husband and wife is one of the strongest and most amazing experiences of all. We marvel at the power and elegance of an eagle gliding silently through the sky, its keen eyes searching far and wide. We are fascinated by creatures who must regulate themselves, carefully gauging their own bodies to know what is needed for optimal health. We are in awe of mighty ships that traverse even mightier oceans, with difficulties and peril on every horizon. How much more should we give thanks to our Creator for the wonderful and amazing gift of love between ourselves and our marriage mate?


Proper love for our spouses is even stronger than love of our own life. Like a powerful ship on a stormy sea, we must build each other up, work together as a team, and closely follow the commands of our loving Father. We need to keep constant watch over our marriages, making sure that things are kept in balance. And like the majestic eagle, if we keep our love pure and keenly look for ways to improve our marriages in Godly ways, we will soar above the problems that come our way.


What signs does your spouse give you that they need comfort and reassurance?





JANUARY 18


More Important


Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous, it does not brag, and it is not proud.


1 CORINTHIANS 13:4 NCV


As sentimental as this passage is, Paul’s message to the church in Corinth was in direct response to their self-centered way of living. It was a critique and a calling to a higher standard than they had previously been living. More than just a marriage mantra, it is a warning to resist pride and refuse to brag. When our purpose is self-promotion, love gives way to arrogance.


When we esteem others as more important than ourselves—which is a direct contradiction to the way the world tells us to live—then love can truly lead us. We can exercise patience for others and surrender our plans to God. We can be kind and do good for others even when there is no recognition or reward in it for ourselves. Love will even triumph over envy because we will rejoice that others receive blessings!


In what ways does pride manifest the opposite of love?





JANUARY 19


Less of Me


“I can do nothing on my own. I judge as God tells me. Therefore, my judgment is just, because I carry out the will of the one who sent me, not my own will.”


JOHN 5:30 NLT


Jesus had already claimed within this passage that he was identical to God in the things he did, in his love, in his authority over both life and death, in his judgment, and in his honor. He was leading the disciples to a full understanding that he was, in all things, God himself. He had come on a mission; he was not following his own human desires and tendencies but was committed to fulfilling the will of God.


His mandate superseded any temptations or distractions the world threw in his path. Even though people persecuted him, sought to kill him, and finally did crucify him, Jesus was unrelenting in his quest to preach the will of the Father and live it out in every one of his choices and judgments. Do we desire to be like him?


When we lay aside our own wills for the will of our Father, what changes in our hearts? How does that carry over into a change in our behavior?





JANUARY 20


Racing Partner


Since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.


HEBREWS 12:1 NLT


Racing with a partner can inspire us to push further than we would on our own. Having someone cheering us on is a great encouragement and motivator! Running alone is difficult, and sometimes a simple word of assurance can give us the courage we need to keep going in this hectic, overwhelming world.


As we strive to shake off the needless weights the world throws on us, we can lean on each other for help and strength. God gave us other people so we could run this race together. We ought to share both our helping hands as well as our burdens, continuing to race together.


What are some practical ways you can cheer your race partner on?





JANUARY 21


No Callouses


“This people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.”


MATTHEW 13:15 NIV


Sometimes when we are self-absorbed, our hearts become closed off. If we have been hurt, our human instinct is not to love but to protect ourselves by distancing or shielding. When this process has begun, it becomes more and more difficult to recognize the needs of others and to hear what they are telling us. Our understanding of truth is also affected since our perception is limited behind the walls we are creating.


Bias and personal interest can taint our judgments. As Christians, we can trust our well-being to the capable hands of our Lord and King, then continue to love others just as he loved us. We can know for certain that the Lord will sustain us, and we do not need to callous our hearts against others who seek to harm us.


How can you keep your heart sensitive toward the Lord and your spouse?





JANUARY 22


Loving Rebuke


Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they will love you.


PROVERBS 9:8 NIV


The good news of God is refreshing; it brings peace and joy. The wise person digs into his Word and gladly accepts wisdom even if this means making difficult life changes. However, this message is not welcomed by everyone. Many treat the counsel of the Scriptures with disdain and ridicule. Today, individuals who are wise in their own eyes put evil in place of goodness and goodness in place of evil. They hate rebuke and correction.


While we do not hold back the kingdom message from anyone, is it wise to become involved in long debates with those who simply want to argue? Instead, be wise and show by example that following God’s commands brings true satisfaction. May we never resent Scriptural counsel or discipline, but let these guides mold our lives and experience the righteousness of our heavenly Father.


Why does a wise person love rebuke?





JANUARY 23


Peace through Laws


Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble.


PSALM 119:165 NRSV


When we receive God’s forgiveness for our sins and declare that he is Lord of our life, we stop living for ourselves and we follow his leadership. This is accompanied by a set of rules and guidelines that God, in his lovingkindness, established so we could live a worthwhile life to the fullest measure! Begrudging compliance will not please either God or us. When we learn his laws, seek to truly understand why he instated them, and realize the good that comes from adherence, we end up loving them and experiencing unexplainable peace.


True to its depiction of the love of God, marriage operates in the same fashion. When we commit our lives to one person, many freedoms we previously experienced are traded in for the adventure of marital love and companionship. Suddenly, we answer to someone else and must lay our own wishes down. What matters now is a strong partnership rather than two individual sets of interests.


What binding elements of marriage have you learned to love?





JANUARY 24


Servant’s Heart


He sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”


MARK 9:35 ESV


When Jesus taught his disciples what a true leader was, he used the Greek word diakonos which here is translated “servant.” This word, from which we get the word deacon, means someone who attends to the needs and desires of another. Jesus demonstrated this style of leadership throughout his life and instructed his followers to do likewise.


In our lives, and especially in our marriages, we are to follow the example of Christ and become a servant of all. Like our Lord chose to do for the sake of those he loves, we have the privilege of laying aside our rights and our freedoms to help others. Issues within marriage hardly ever cut fair, so a more advantageous approach would be to love and serve our spouses whenever and however we can.


In what ways is God’s kingdom a paradox to how we understand worldly establishments?





JANUARY 25


Sharing


If you help the poor, you are lending to the LORD—and he will repay you!


PROVERBS 19:17 NLT


This psalmist captures a sliver of God’s altruistic personality in this verse. The motion of lending to the Lord draws out the essence of God and the desire he has for his people. His very nature is caring, empathetic, and generous which is how he wants his children to also be. Making us aware of who he is teaches us how we ought to be. Those who are poor are so close to the heart of God that by giving to them it is as if we give straight to God.


Later in the New Testament, Christ clarified how he expects believers to love their neighbors as if they were loving themselves. He also told the story of the Good Samaritan which demonstrated the kind of care and compassion Christians are supposed to show anyone who is in need. Ultimately, the Creator is glorified when we actively love his creation. Not only is helping the poor a form of worship to God, it is directly tied into our God-given purpose—and he also repays those who give! God is faithful; he rewards those who diligently seek him. When we serve others, we become more like our Father and that is an unfathomable reward.


What can you do this week to help the poor?





JANUARY 26


Extending a Hand


Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?


ISAIAH 58:6-7 NIV


The best way to show God how much we love him is by loving his children. Fasting and other religious acts are beneficial for us in understanding God and drawing close to him, but what he truly wants is for us to love one another. Sometimes far greater than abstaining from food is sharing food with those who are hungry. What purpose does living humbly have if we are not also reaching out in love to help others?


Every good thing we have been given is from the Lord. We have the option to either use these gifts for our own pleasure or invest them into the kingdom of God. Simply acting religiously does not alter the condition of our hearts. Rather than relying on recitation of religious rhetoric, we ought to put the love that we have been shown to use and feed the poor. God is far more pleased with the one who does than the one who says.
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