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Physical Characteristics of the Pembroke Welsh Corgi


(excerpted from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Foxy in shape and appearance.


Skull: Fairly wide and flat between the ears. Moderate amount of stop. Very slight rounding of cheek, not filled in below the eyes, as foreface should be nicely chiseled to give a somewhat tapered muzzle.


Eyes: Oval, medium in size. Variations of brown in harmony with coat color. Eye rims dark, preferably black.


[image: Image]


Ears: Erect, firm, and of medium size, tapering slightly to a rounded point.


Nose: Black and fully pigmented.


Mouth: Scissors bite, the inner side of the upper incisors touching the outer side of the lower incisors. Level bite is acceptable.


Neck: Fairly long. Of sufficient length to provide over-all balance of the dog.


Proportions: Moderately long and low.


Forequarters: Legs—Short, forearms turned slightly inward, with the distance between wrists less than between the shoulder joints. Pasterns firm and nearly straight when viewed from the side. Shoulder blades long and well laid back. Elbows parallel to the body. Feet—Oval, with the two center toes slightly in advance of the two outer ones.


Topline: Firm and level, neither riding up to nor falling away at the croup.


Body: Rib cage should be well sprung, slightly egg-shaped and moderately long. Deep chest, well let down between the forelegs. Viewed from above, the body should taper slightly to end of loin. Loin short.


Tail: Docked as short as possible without being indented.


Hindquarters: Ample bone, strong and flexible, moderately angulated at stifle and hock. Thighs should be well muscled. Hocks short, parallel, and when viewed from the side are perpendicular to the ground. Feet—As in front.


Coat: Medium length; short, thick, weather-resistant undercoat with a coarser, longer outer coat. The coat is preferably straight, but some waviness is permitted.


Height: (From ground to highest point on withers) should be 10 to 12 inches.


Weight: In proportion to size, not exceeding 30 pounds for dogs and 28 pounds for bitches.


Color: The outer coat is to be of self colors in red, sable, fawn, black and tan with or without white markings. White is acceptable on legs, chest, neck (either in part or as a collar), muzzle, underparts and as a narrow blaze on head.
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The origin of the Corgi, like many other breeds, has never been officially recorded. A short-legged, long-backed dog from Wales has been known to exist since at least the late 1800s.


ANCIENT CANINE BEGINNINGS


The early canine has been categorized by historians and divided into four groups: the Mastiffs, the Dingos, the Greyhounds and the Northern Dogs. The Northern Group claims the northern wolf as its predecessor and the breeds that belong to this group are those that can withstand the rigors of harsh conditions and extreme cold. These would include the Arctic breeds such as the Alaskan Malamute and Samoyed, and the Spitz breeds such as the Pomeranian, Schipperke and Pembroke Welsh Corgi, with his Spitz-like characteristics of foxy expression and prick ears.


The various pure-bred breeds came into being through selection for desired physical characteristics and mental traits that suited a particular purpose. The “breeder” in prehistoric times was the caveman, looking for a dog whose basic instincts assisted him in finding and catching food. Later, the breeder was the farmer, who found that keeping a plucky, hardy dog around helped keep meat on the family’s table. Other farmers and stockmen became breeders when they selected dogs whose instincts assisted them in the keeping of large animals, herding and driving goats, sheep or cattle from the barn to the fields and back home again.


Through the ages, the breeder, whether he be the caveman, the farmer or the stockman, selected those desirable characteristics and traits known best to suit the purpose at hand. By this procedure, he fixed type and the various breeds evolved. They were further refined and eventually bred with some consistency.


THE ORIGIN OF THE PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI


It is impossible to set forth the history of the Pembroke without discussing his cousin to the north, the Cardigan Welsh Corgi. A cursory look tells you the two breeds have much in common, both long in body and low-stationed, having relatively short legs. Their heads are similar, too, but the Cardigan’s prick ears have rounded tips, while the Pembroke’s erect ears are more pointed. The big difference, obvious to even a small child, is that the Cardigan has a long tail while the Pembroke appears to have none!
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The Pembroke Welsh Corgi has almost no tail at all while the Pembroke’s cousin, the Cardigan Welsh Corgi (shown here), has a long, strong tail.




ANCIENT LAWS OF THE LAND


Approximately 920 AD, the unwritten laws of Wales were systematically organized and recorded. Referred to as the Laws of Hywel Dda, or Howell the Good, King of South Wales, they were the ancient laws of the land. One law referred to the value of dogs kept for different purposes, and how much an owner should be reimbursed if his dog was killed or stolen. The cur owned by a shepherd or herdsman was said to be of the same value as an ox, provided the dog had proved to be a true herder or drover, which would make it more valuable than a dog kept simply as a guard or family dog. Whether the Welsh farm dogs owned by the shepherds or herdsmen were actually Corgis, we will never know for certain.





The history of both Corgis, like so many other breeds of dog, is obscure and subject to debate. Some historians believe their history is interwoven; others believe they are quite separate.


There is even disagreement about the origin and meaning of the name Welsh Corgi. Some believe the term corgi is derived from the word cur, meaning “to watch over.” Other experts believe corgi was the Celtic word for “dog” and, at the time of the Norman Conquest (1066), corgi or curgi meant “cur” or “mongrel.” Others theorize that cor is Welsh for “dwarf,” and gi is a form of the Welsh word ci, meaning “dog.” This makes sense, since these dogs had many dwarf characteristics, i.e., the long body and foreshortened limbs. The English used the name “heeler,” referring to the Corgi’s method of driving the cattle by nipping at their heels, for both Cardigans and Pembrokes. In the late 1800s in Wales, the short-legged, long-backed cattle dogs were known as “Welsh Cur.” It was at this time that the breed was first exhibited at Welsh agricultural shows under the classification of Cwn Sodli, Curs or Heelers.


LLOYD-THOMAS’S THEORY OF SEPARATE ORIGIN


Mr. W. Lloyd-Thomas, a native of Cardiganshire, South Wales, was a recognized authority on Welsh farm dogs and a staunch supporter of the Cardigan Corgi. He felt the two Corgis were two entirely separate and unrelated breeds, and set about advancing his theory. He wrote a series of articles published in Pure-Bred Dogs, American Kennel Gazette, the American Kennel Club’s own monthly magazine, in the fall of 1935, promoting his viewpoint. He theorized that the Cardigan was a member of the Teckel family of dogs, an offshoot of one of the four early canine groups, the Mastiffs. Mr. Lloyd-Thomas thought the Celtic tribes from central Europe brought Cardigans into Wales when they invaded the country around 1200 BC. The Cardigan shared many of the characteristics of German scent-hounds, being long-bodied, deep-chested and short-legged. Of course, the most famous German scenthound, the Dachshund, boasts these characteristics dramatically. The early Cardigans were also heavier in muzzle than the Pembrokes, and their ears were dropped, not pricked.




GENUS CANIS


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term canine derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term dog has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.


[image: Image]





Lloyd-Thomas felt the Pembroke Corgis possessed none of the Teckel qualities of the Cardigans and were from the Spitz family of the Northern Group. The Pembrokes, he theorized, were introduced to Wales by Flemish weavers arriving in Pembrokeshire around 1107 AD. It is certainly plausible that Spitz-type dogs came with the Flemish weavers since a number of well-known Spitz-type breeds originated there, including the Schipperke of Belgium and the Pomeranian from nearby Germany.


Lloyd-Thomas reported that the Cardigan Corgis had proven more adept at patrolling the borders of the unfenced land in which their master’s livestock roamed rather than driving it to the fields or bringing it home. To improve the usefulness of their Corgis, the Cardiganshire farmers crossed their Corgis to other breeds, such as the Scotch Collie, Red and Brindle Herders and even the early Pomeranian. Soon the Corgis of Cardiganshire resembled their southern cousins. Mr. Lloyd-Thomas’s theories are regarded by some Corgi fanciers and kennel clubs around the world more highly than by others, as much of his writings cannot be documented. They are the result of recollections by the theorist himself, as well as by the farmers of Cardiganshire over some 80 years of memories and stories told and retold.
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The Corgi was essentially used as a working dog, specifically trained to handle cattle. One Corgi was supposed to be able to do the work of six men during round-up time.




LEGEND HAS IT


Welsh legend has it that two young children were out tending their family’s cattle on the king’s land and found a pair of puppies that they thought were little foxes. When the children took the puppies home, they were told by the villagers that the little dogs were a gift from the fairies. The “wee folk” of Welsh legend used the small dogs either to pull their carriages or as fairy steeds. As these fox-like puppies grew, they learned to help their human companions watch over the cattle, a task that was to be the duty of their Corgi descendants for many centuries to follow. Should anyone doubt the legend, the present-day Pembrokes still bear the marks over their shoulders of the traces of the little saddles used by the fairy riders.
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The well-known animal artist Ambler made these sketches of a playful Corgi specifically for the Hutchinson’s Dog Encyclopaedia, circa 1932. According to the caption that accompanied these sketches, “No breed is more friendly than the Corgi, docile, jolly, companionable.”


THE HUBBARD THEORY OF SCANDINAVIAN AND FLEMISH INFLUENCE


Corgi historian, Mr. Clifford “Doggie” Hubbard, believes the Pembroke Corgi dates back to the ninth and tenth centuries when Vikings from Scandinavia invaded Wales. The Vikings brought with them a native herding dog, known to have existed since the Middle Ages, named the Swedish Vallhund or the Vasgotaspets. The theory is that the Vallhund was crossed with the native Welsh herding dogs and the modern Pembroke eventually emerged from this stock. Hubbard also believed that the dogs brought to Wales by the Flemish, such as the Schipperke and the early Pomeranian, were also used and accentuated the Spitz-like characteristics of the Pembroke.


Problems with Mr. Hubbard’s theories arise when one learns that the Scandinavian Viking invaders were from Denmark and Norway, and the Swedish Vallhund was virtually unknown there, having originated from the southwestern regions of Sweden. However, the distance from Helsingborg in southern Sweden across the narrows to Helsinger in Denmark is only a few miles. These waters could be negotiated easily with a very small boat on a calm day, not much of a challenge to a Viking sailor.
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The Swedish Vallhund is a cattle herder from the Vastergotland plains in Sweden. The “forest dog” resembles the Corgi except in color.




LITTLE DOG LOST


The Walt Disney film Little Dog Lost told the story of a Pembroke puppy separated from his family and presented his adventures as he tries to cope on his own. The movie was an adaptation of Meindert de Jong’s book Hurry Home Candy. The canine stars were owned and trained by Doug Bundock of northern California, and eight different female Pembrokes acted the role of Candy, a male Pembroke! However, this was a fact no one seemed to notice. The film was released in 1963 and did much to increase awareness of the Pembroke Welsh Corgi.





Another problem often cited with Mr. Hubbard’s theory is the matter of color, as the Swedish Vallhund is most commonly seen in wolf-gray. Nonetheless, the Vallhund is also seen in a range of other colors: steel gray, grayish brown, grayish yellow, reddish yellow and reddish brown.


Hubbard also mentions the Lancashire Heeler as a native British breed thought to have crossed paths with the Corgi at some point in its development. The Lancashire Heeler is a short-legged, long-bodied, black-and-tan herder, with Spitz-like qualities, who drives cattle in the same way as the Corgi does by nipping at the heels of the cattle. Some breed historians believe the Corgi was the original native dog of Britain, hidden deep in the forests of northern England after the Saxons invaded in the fifth and sixth centuries and the Anglos fled to the north, taking their dogs with them. Others believe the early Corgis, both Pembrokes and Cardigans, were commonly black and tan, suggesting that perhaps the Lancashire Heeler and the Corgi were once one and the same.


The first mention of the Corgi’s being shown was at an agricultural show held in Carmathenshire, Wales, in 1892, where classes were offered for Curs. It was not until August 1925 that the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show held at Carmarthen offered classes for Corgis under official English Kennel Club rules. That year also saw the establishment of the Corgi Club in Wales, with the majority of its membership residing in Pembrokeshire and quite naturally fancying the Pembroke dog. Not to be outdone, the following year the Cardigan fanciers formed the Cardigan Welsh Corgi Association to promote their favorite Corgi. The Kennel Club asked the Corgi Club to change their name to include the word “Welsh,” so it became the Welsh Corgi Club, a club still active today in promoting the best interests of the Pembroke. In 1928, The Kennel Club recognized the breed and Challenge Certificates were offered.
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Lady Jackson, shown with her famous Corgi Rozavel Golliwog. The endearing traits of the Welsh Corgi made it a favorite pet among British ladies in the 1920s.


The first Corgi champion was made up that same year; she was a red Pembroke bitch named Shan Fach. The first male champion was also a Pembroke; he was named Bonny Gyp. Naturally, the promoters of the Pembroke Corgis didn’t always see eye-to-eye with the supporters of the Cardigan Corgis. The two were recognized as one breed, simply called Corgis. They were registered in the same Stud Book, shown as one breed, judged against each other and included under one breed standard of excellence. In 1934, The Kennel Club granted the two Corgis separate breed status.
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This early photo of Queen Elizabeth was published with the caption “Pet of a Princess. Because the Welsh Corgi is so lovable and safe the Duke of York purchased one for his daughter. Here Princess Elizabeth is seen with her pet descending the steps of the railway station near her mother’s home, Glamis Castle.”


THE PEMBROKE GOES TO AMERICA


It was in 1933 that American breeder Mrs. Lewis Roesler first saw the Pembroke bitch, Little Madam, with her owner at London’s Paddington Station, on their way to a show. It was love at first sight and Mrs. Roesler immediately purchased Little Madam for the sum of twelve pounds (today about $19). Little Madam was well bred, the daughter of Bowhit Pepper, who was also the sire of the first Corgi champion. Mrs. Roesler was no stranger to dog breeding, known at home for her Old English Sheepdogs, so before returning to the US, she purchased a suitable mate for Little Madam, named Captain William Lewis, for her Merriedip Kennels located in the Berkshire Hills of Massachusetts.


The breed received recognition in America in 1934, and Little Madam and Captain William Lewis were the first and second Welsh Corgis registered. As in England at that time, the breed was known as one. While Mrs. Roesler’s dogs were the first recorded Pembrokes in America, it is believed Mrs. Patterson Bole had been breeding both Corgi types since 1932, a fact substantiated by the 1935 Gazette articles.




ROYAL PEMBROKE FANCIER


On the 18th birthday of Queen Elizabeth II, she received her first Corgi, called Susan, born in February 1944 at the Cambridgeshire Kennels. The Queen bred Susan and has had at least ten generations of Corgis at the Royal Kennels at Sandringham. They live with the Queen in her private apartments and she cares for the dogs herself as much as possible. Queen Elizabeth II has been a Pembroke fancier all her life and the Windsor Pembrokes continue to thrive in the second Elizabethan Age.
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While there was activity in Corgi breeding on the East Coast, it was on the West Coast in California where many of the early successes were made. Three impressive pioneer breeders in their respective countries combined to produce the first Pembroke litter registered in America in 1935. Under the prefix Sierra, Mr. E. M. Tidd of Oakland whelped a litter from the Canadian-bred bitch, Toots, bred by Mr. Ralph Gardener, and sired by an English dog, Rozavel Gaiter, from the kennels of Mrs. Thelma Gray. Mr. Tidd also has the distinction of owning the first British Best-in-Show-winning Pembroke, Sierra Bowhit Pivot, who became the first AKC champion of record. Pivot was an impressive sire and before he left England sired Robin Hood of Down East, a dog Mr. Percy Roberts imported for Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson of Maine. Robin Hood has the distinction of being the first Pembroke to place in the Working Group at America’s premier show, sponsored by the Westminster Kennel Club. Although Mr. Roberts was an Englishman, he was a famous professional handler in America and went on to become a revered all-breed judge.




DIFFERENCES IN CORGIS


There are many differences between the two Corgis. The Pembroke’s ears are medium-sized and taper slightly to a rounded point, while the Cardigan’s ears are more rounded at the tip. The Cardigan Welsh Corgi is slightly larger and more heavily built than the Pembroke. Generally the Pembroke’s feet point directly forward while the Cardigan has a more bowed front, much like that of the Basset Hound, and the feet point outward to some degree. The Pembroke is the more extroverted of the two, while the Cardigan is friendly but more reserved with strangers. The most obvious difference is that the Pembroke has a docked or natural bob tail whereas the Cardigan has a full-length tail.
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Pivot sired another impressive Pembroke, Ch. Sierra Bruin, who was purchased in 1937 by another British expatriate, Mr. Derek Rayne. With a number of Pembrokes already in his Pemwelgi Kennels, Mr. Rayne was fortunate to purchase Eng. and Am. Ch. Sierra Bowhit Pivot from Mr. Tidd. Mr. Rayne became one of America’s top all-breed judges and championed the breed all of his long life. He judged the 1954 Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America National Specialty and was still very involved years later, owning two very famous Pembroke bitches. They were Eng. and Am. Ch. Rockrose of Wey, a top winner in England in 1964 and in America in 1965; and Ch. Nebriowa Miss Bobbisox, a bitch who was a top winner through the early 1970s, including winning the Working Group at Westminster in 1972.




DOOKIE AND JANE


In 1933, the Duke of York, later to become King George VI, purchased a Pembroke puppy for his two daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret Rose. The puppy was bred by Mrs. Thelma Gray of Rozavel Kennels in Surrey. He was Rozavel Golden Eagle, called Dookie, the name a combination of The Duke and Snooty, as his breeder, with tongue-in-cheek, felt he’d be soon “putting on airs” living his life in a palace. The King’s second Corgi was called Jane, whose litter one Christmas Eve produced Crackers and Carol.





To digress once more, World War II took a tremendous toll on dog breeding in the Western World, and breeds native to Britain were, of course, particularly hard-hit. Fortunately, after the hostilities were over, there was enough quality stock left to carry on. Numerous dogs were imported from England to America and the top winners came to America under the banners of Merriedip, Waseeka and Andelys Kennels. In Canada, the Cote de Neige Pembrokes figured prominently and were winning at home as well as in the United States, and in the early 1950s the kennel relocated to New York State.


The versatility of the Pembroke has been embraced in the US. While breeding and selecting for herding instinct was not high on the list of desirable characteristics during the early years of the Pembroke’s development in America, the advent of herding trials has brought renewed interest in this original trait. Today emphasis has been placed on this valuable instinct and many Pembroke Welsh Corgis are attaining their herding titles. In addition to cattle and sheep, Pembrokes herd a variety of other livestock, including goats, ducks and geese.
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Many Corgis were exported from England to the USA, and they quickly became favorites.
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Corgis today are more frequently seen in the show ring than on the farm, but interest and participation in herding trials are on the rise.


Their intelligence has led the breed to be used in a variety of services to man; for example, as guide dogs for the blind, hearing dogs and therapy dogs. Pembrokes are naturals as canine ambassadors at hospitals and nursing homes. The Pembroke breed has continually gained in popularity and has never looked back. It is quite remarkable how quickly the breed attained consistency of type and improved in soundness, movement and evenness of temperament. In the US, as well as in the breed’s homeland, the Pembroke is a popular pet in homes as well as a top contender in the show rings, bred and promoted by some of the best known breeders and fanciers in the dog sport.




THE WINDSOR DORGIS


Living among Queen Elizabeth II’s Corgis are her Dorgis, which are Corgi and Dachshund crosses. Tinker was among the first Dorgis, and others that followed include Harris, Piper, Brandy, Cider and Berry.
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“Why the Pembroke?” you ask. Because they’re great little dogs! They are big dogs in small packages, fitting into most households with ease. As a companion, the Pembroke knows few equals. A great friend to children, he takes to babysitting like a duck to water. He is short enough to be a perfect child-sized companion, yet sturdy enough to enjoy a youngster’s hearty play.


For the adult, he’s active and game for anything on the day’s calendar. Sound and sprightly, he can go for a long walk at a brisk pace, content to be on leash. He will also happily enjoy off-leash runs in a secure area. He is agile enough to jump up into your car on his own, but small enough to fit in the smallest city apartment. Whether the family simply wants a pet for all to enjoy, or if someone wants a dog smart enough to be competitive in the obedience or agility rings, the Pembroke fits the bill.
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