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10-Minute Blocks 2



Variations on 3-Seam Squares for Quicker Quilts


I love making quilt blocks that go together fast. While working on the quilts for 10-Minute Blocks, I began to explore the possibilities of adding to the design. I love the curves but I wanted even more zing!


By experimenting with additional layers. I started developing other ways to apply this fabulous technique. I came up with a dozen design variations - a perfect number because I love sampler quilts that feature block of the month possibilities.


Next I took my favorite designs and created individual quilts. I hope you enjoy this new collection as much as I have enjoyed creating it for you.


The time saving techniques will allow you to sew many more quilts in less time than ever.


Happy Quilting!
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pieced by Donna Hansen


Presentation is everything! Invite your family and friends to dine at a table that sets the mood with cheerful color. Create an attractive background for your culinary offerings with a winning design that promises to get everyone talking.


instructions on page 18


Pinwheel Variation Quilt A beautiful quilt looks as lovely on a table as it does on a bed.
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Starburst



pieced by Betty Nowlin
quilted by Julie Lawson
Like flowers turning their faces to greet the dawn, the starburst centers of this quilt sparkle with the promise of a new, happy day. Brighten someone’s outlook with the gift of a quilt crafted from the heart. Starburst promises to be a treasured heirloom.


instructions on page 16 - 17
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Windmills of My Mind’ Tablecloth


pieced by Donna Arends Hansen
Presentation is everything! Invite your family and friends to dine at a table that sets the mood with cheerful color. Create an attractive background for your culinary offerings with a winning design that promises to get everyone talking.


instructions on page 19





Solar Winds



pieced by Donna Arends Hansen


quilted by Sue Needle


Sunshine dances across a forest of pinwheels, happily spinning in the summer breeze. Solar Winds fills your room with energy, color and light. Brighten your home with this whimsical beauty today. The 10-Minute block technique makes it easy.


instructions on pages 18 - 19
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Oasis



pieced by Betty Nowlin


quilted by Julie Lawson


Simple elegance brings a relaxing oasis of comfort to your home in a quilt that will complement traditional cottage decor and soften the spaces in any modern dwelling. Create a masterpiece your family will treasure. Make it today, love it tonight. The 10-Minute block technique makes it possible.


instructions on page 20






Basic Instructions for ‘10-Minute’ Blocks


 


 


 


MAKING THE BLOCKS:


1. For each block, choose
4 corner squares


and


1 center square.


REFER TO


the Block Construction diagrams (illustration 1).


2. Fold a center square ‘C’ in half, wrong sides together. (illustration 2).


3. Align the raw edges of the folded square ‘C’ with the bottom and left edges of the upper right corner square.
(illustration 3).


FOLLOW STEPS


and illustrations 4 - 14 to complete the block.


Repeat for more blocks.


Each large block (that uses 10" × 10" squares)
will measure 19½" × 19½" at this point.


Each small block (that uses 5" × 5" squares)
will measure 9½" × 9½" at this point.


When 10" squares are used to make 
half-square triangle corner squares, the block will measure 18½" × 18½" at this point.


 


 


‘10-Minute’ Blocks
10 Step Process


1. Choose the Block Set you like.


2. Choose the size of Quilt you want to make.


3. Cut all fabric strips, squares and pieces.


4. Assemble the large blocks.


5. Topstitch the edges of the center block.


6. Assemble the Quilt.


7. Add the borders.


8. Sandwich the backing, batting and top.


9. Stitch through all layers to make a quilt.


10. Finish the edges with binding.


 


For a visual demonstration, visit YouTube for a video titled ‘10-Minute Block Quilts’ by Suzanne McNeill


Block Construction Diagrams
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1. For each block you will need 4 corner squares and 1 ‘C’ center square.
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2. Fold the ‘C’ center square in half with wrong sides together.
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3. Align the raw edges of the ‘C’ folded square with the bottom and left edges of the Upper Right corner square.
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4. Sandwich the ‘C’ folded square between the right sides of 2 corner squares so the right sides are touching ‘C’.


There should be 4 layers of fabric along the bottom.
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5. Align the 4 layers of fabric along the bottom.
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6. Sew a ¼" seam on the left-hand side.
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7. Open the layers so the Corner squares meet with wrong sides together.
Turn the piece to match the diagram.
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8. Place the Lower Right corner square under ‘C’ folded square (right side of fabric facing up).
Align the top and left raw edges.
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9. Place the Lower Left corner square on top (right side of fabric facing down).


This layers the ‘C’ folded square between the right sides of the corner squares. Align the left and top edges. Sew a 1/4" seam on the left side.
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10. Open the corner squares with wrong sides together. Press.
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11. Pull the ‘C’ center square apart.
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12. Flatten the seams with right sides together. (opening up the ‘C’ center square so it makes a diamond)
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13. Pull the center shape until the shape is flat. Press.
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14. Pin the raw edges together making sure to line up the seams in the center.


15. Sew a ¼" seam along the bottom edge.
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16. Open the piece and pull the center shape until it is flat and the ‘C’ center forms a layered diamond. Press.


17. Choose Option 1 or Option 2 on page 13. Topstitch the folded edge.




Terrific Tips:


At this point you have options:


1. Topstitch along edges of center square with decorative thread.


2. Gently pull the edge toward the center of the block forming a curve like a ‘Cathedral Window’ design. Topstitch or Blind Hem stitch the curves in place.


3. Embroider a design or save this space for a decorative quilting motif.


Option 1:
Quilt with Square Blocks in the Center
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Square Blocks in the Center Make 6
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Topstitch along the INSIDE edges of each center block to hold the edges down flat.
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