



[image: ]













[image: ]





















MERCIER PRESS


3B Oak House, Bessboro Rd


Blackrock, Cork, Ireland.


[image: MercierGreen.jpg] www.mercierpress.ie


[image: missing image file] http://twitter.com/IrishPublisher


[image: missing image file] http://www.facebook.com/mercier.press






© Eddie Ryan, 2014






ISBN: 978 1 78117 289 6


Epub ISBN: 978 1 78117 290 2


Mobi ISBN: 978 1 78117 291 9






This eBook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.































To my late mother, Dorcas Ryan, and late father, Gerry Ryan. 


Mam you raised us after Dad died – this is for you with love.
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ALL-IRELAND SENIOR HURLING & FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP FACTS






SENIOR HURLING


─ The All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship final was listed in second place by broadcasting giant CNN in its ‘10 sporting events you have to see live’, after the Olympic Games and ahead of both the FIFA World Cup and UEFA European Football Championship.


─ Hurling is the oldest field sport in the world, with records dating back to seventh- and eighth-century AD Irish laws.


─ The first All-Ireland Hurling Championship took place in 1887, with only five teams participating.


─ Tommy Healy of Coolcroo in Tipperary scored the first ever goal in an All-Ireland hurling final.


─ Kerry won their first and only All-Ireland hurling final in 1891.


─ Inter-county teams replaced club teams in 1892. Up to that point counties had been represented by club sides.


─ Tipperary (including clubs representing Tipperary) appeared in eight finals between 1887 and 1908, winning on every occasion. Kilkenny ended that remarkable run in 1909, on a 4–6 to 0–12 scoreline.


─ Kilkenny lost their first four All-Ireland finals to Cork, Tipperary, Limerick and Tipperary again, in that order.


─ In 1924 Mick Gill created history by winning two All-Ireland senior hurling medals in the same year and for different counties. In September he played on the Galway side which beat Limerick in the delayed 1923 final. In the 1924 final he played on the victorious Dublin team, which beat his old team, Galway.


─ The All-Ireland final of 1931 between Cork and Kilkenny had to be played three times before Cork finally landed the spoils.


─ The 1939 All-Ireland final is remembered as ‘the Thunder and Lightning final’. On the eve of the outbreak of the Second World War, Cork and Kilkenny played out an epic contest. Thunder and lightning greeted the players’ arrival at the start of the second half. Victory eventually went to the Kilkenny men, by a single point.


─ In 1944 Cork became the first team to win four All-Ireland hurling titles in a row.


─ The 1956 All-Ireland final between Cork and Wexford drew a record hurling crowd of 84,856.


─ On the one-hundredth birthday of the All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship in 1987, Galway beat Kilkenny.


─ The All-Ireland hurling final of 1993 was the last game to be played in the old Croke Park before the demolition of the Cusack Stand and the start of a multimillion pound redevelopment of the entire stadium.


─ The All-Ireland final of 1994 will forever be remembered as the ‘five-minute final’. Up to the last five minutes of play, Limerick looked set to end a wait of over twenty years and win their first All-Ireland title since 1973. However, Offaly staged one of the greatest comebacks of all time, scoring two goals and five points in the last few minutes of the game to win 3–16 to 2–13.


─ The championship of 1997 saw the introduction of the so-called ‘back-door’ system, whereby the beaten provincial finalists from Munster and Leinster are allowed to contest the All-Ireland series.


─ Tipperary and Clare contested the final in 1997, making it the first all-Munster All-Ireland final.


─ In the All-Ireland semi-final replay of 1998 between Clare and Offaly, referee Jimmy Cooney blew the whistle two minutes early. The Offaly team, who were trailing at the time, launched a sit-down protest on the pitch, where they were joined by their irate supporters. A replay was granted after this protest, which Offaly won.


─ The All-Ireland final on 11 September 2005 was the first to be played at the fully refurbished Croke Park. The Cusack Stand, the Canal Stand, the Hogan Stand and the new Hill 16 and Nally End have a total capacity of 82,300.


─ In 2009 Kilkenny equalled Cork’s historic achievement by winning their fourth All-Ireland title in a row. They defeated a determined Tipperary, courtesy of a late Henry Shefflin penalty.


─ IThe 2013 All-Ireland hurling final was the first to be played under floodlights. This happened exactly 100 years after the Croke Park site was first purchased.


─ The ‘big three’ – Tipperary, Kilkenny and Cork – account for the most All-Ireland’s won. Between them they have won 90 out of 126 titles contested, over 70 per cent.


─ No Ulster team has ever won an All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship, although Antrim have reached two finals (1943 and 1989).


─ Jack Lynch is the only player in GAA history to have won six successive All-Ireland medals (five were for hurling, one for football).


─ Tipperary net minder Brendan Cummins holds the all-time championship appearance record, lining out seventy-three times in the famous blue and gold.


─ Three Kilkenny players hold the record for the number of All-Ireland senior hurling medals won. Full-back Noel Hickey, goalie Noel Skehan (3 as a sub) and Henry Shefflin hold a record nine medals. Shefflin is, however, the only one who played in all of the nine finals he received a medal for.


─ Galway have reached twenty-two All-Ireland finals and lost eighteen.


─ Kilkenny have reached the most All-Ireland finals, fifty-nine in total.


─ Kilkenny have also lost the most finals (25), and won the most (34).


Scoring Records


─ Eddie Keher of Kilkenny is one of the most prolific marksmen in GAA history. In 1959 he lined out in both Senior and Minor All-Ireland hurling finals. In a total of fifty championship appearances between 1959 and 1977 he scored thirty-five goals and 334 points. Not only that, but Keher also set and broke a number of individual records. In the 1963 All-Ireland final, Keher amassed a total of fourteen points. In the 1971 All-Ireland final against Tipperary, he scored a remarkable tally of 2–11. Despite Keher’s heroics, the ‘Cats’ were beaten by Tipperary. He is the second highest scorer of all time, behind fellow Kilkenny great Henry Shefflin.


─ The highest total recorded by a player in a final is held by Tipperary legend Nicky English. The man from Lattin-Cullen scored two goals and twelve points against an unfortunate Antrim in 1989.


─ Nicky Rackard of Wexford scored the highest total in a championship match. In Wexford’s 12–17 to 2–3 defeat of Ulster representative Antrim in the 1954 All-Ireland semi-final, he scored seven goals and seven points. His tally of six goals and four points against Dublin is also another scoring record. The prolific Rackard also scored five goals and four points against Galway in the 1956 All-Ireland semi-final.


─ Before the 1930s scoring records for championship games were rarely kept, but a number of players have been credited with enormous scoring tallies:


Andy ‘Dooric’ Buckley scored at least six goals when Cork beat Kilkenny by 8–9 to 0–8 in the 1903 All-Ireland ‘home’ final. Other news reports credit him with seven goals and four points.


P. J. Riordan is reported to have gone on a scoring blitz and scored all but a solitary point of Tipperary’s total when they beat Kilkenny by 6–8 to 0–1 in the 1895 All-Ireland final.


Jimmy Kelly of Kilkenny has gone down in legend as having scored seven goals in thirty minutes against Cork in the replay of the 1905 final.


Top Scorers All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship (championship scores only)


Henry Shefflin, Kilkenny: 27–484 (565 pts), 68 games, 1999–present. Average points per game (ppg): 8.3.


Eddie Keher, Kilkenny: 35–334 (439 pts), 50 games, 1959–77. Average ppg: 8.78.


Eoin Kelly, Tipperary: 21–369 (432 pts), 60 games, 2000–present. Average ppg: 7.2.


Christy Ring, Cork: 33–208 (307 pts), 64 games, 1940–63. Average ppg: 4.8.


D. J. Carey, Kilkenny: 34–195 (297 pts), 57 games, 1989–2005. Average ppg: 5.2.


Nicky Rackard, Wexford: 59–96 (273 pts), 36 games, 1940–57. Average ppg: 7.6.


Joe Deane, Cork: 10–239 (269 pts), 50 games, 1996–2008. Average ppg: 5.4.


Niall Gilligan, Clare: 20–197 (257 pts), 56 games, 1997–2009. Average ppg: 4.6.


Paul Flynn, Waterford: 24–181 (253 pts), 45 games, 1993–2008. Average ppg: 5.6.


Ben O’Connor, Cork: 8–224 (248 pts), 52 games, 1999–2011. Average ppg: 4.8.


Roll of Honour*


Kilkenny (34): 1904, 1905, 1907, 1909, 1911, 1912, 1913, 1922, 1932, 1933, 1935, 1939, 1947, 1957, 1963, 1967, 1969, 1972, 1974, 1975, 1979, 1982, 1983, 1992, 1993, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012


Cork (30): 1890, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1902, 1903, 1919, 1926, 1928, 1929, 1931, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1946, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1966, 1970, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1984, 1986, 1990, 1999, 2004, 2005


Tipperary (26): 1887, 1895, 1896, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1906, 1908, 1916, 1925, 1930, 1937, 1945, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1958, 1961, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1971, 1989, 1991, 2001, 2010


Limerick (7): 1897, 1918, 1921, 1934, 1936, 1940, 1973


Dublin (6): 1889, 1917, 1920, 1924, 1927, 1938


Wexford (6): 1910, 1955, 1956, 1960, 1968, 1996


Galway (4): 1923, 1980, 1987, 1988


Offaly (4): 1981, 1985, 1994, 1998


Clare (4): 1914, 1995, 1997, 2013


Waterford (2): 1948, 1959


Kerry (1): 1891


London (1): 1901


Laois (1): 1915


* not contested in 1888


SENIOR FOOTBALL


─ The first final was between Commercials of Limerick and Young Irelands of Louth. The teams consisted of twenty-one players a side. The final was played in Beech Hill, Clonskeagh, with Commercials winning by 1–4 to 0–3. Young Ireland’s are still in existence today, making them one of the oldest GAA clubs in the country, as they were formed in 1884.


─ The second championship remained unfinished owing to the American Invasion Tour (see Reeling in the GAA Years). The 1888 provincial championships had been completed (Tipperary, Kilkenny and Monaghan winning them; no Connacht teams entered) but the GAA elected not to finish the competition.


─ In 1892 inter-county teams were introduced to the All-Ireland Championship, replacing club sides. The rules of hurling and football were also altered. Goals were made equal to five points, and teams were reduced from twenty-one to seventeen a side.


─ The 1910 final was awarded to Louth. Their opposing team, Kerry, refused to travel to play in the final as the Great Southern and Western Railway would not sell tickets to their fans at reduced rates.


─ In 1913 GAA teams are reduced to fifteen players from seventeen. Kerry won the first fifteen-a-side football final defeating Wexford by 2–2 to 0–3.


─ London were one of the first powerhouses of Gaelic football and reached the final four times in the early years of the competition.


─ The championship has never been won by a team from outside Ireland, though London have played in a total of five finals.


─ Galway were the first team from Connacht to win an All-Ireland title, doing so in 1925.


─ IIn 1933 Cavan became the first team from Ulster to win an All-Ireland title. However, the county has not contested the big one in over sixty years. Its last appearance was in the 1952 decider against Meath.


─ Mayo, who last won in 1951, have now contested a further seven finals without tasting victory.


─ The 1961 final between Down and Offaly set the attendance record with a crowd of 90,556 spectators.


─ Garry McMahon’s goal for Kerry after thirty-four seconds in the 1962 All-Ireland senior football final is the fastest goal in the history of the competition.


─ Two teams have won the All-Ireland Senior Football Championship as part of a double with that year’s All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship, namely Cork (1890 and 1990) and Tipperary (1895 and 1900).


─ Kerry are the most successful football team in the All-Ireland Senior Football Championship. Their first win came in 1903 and they have been successful on thirty-six occasions. They have won four in a row twice (1929–32 and 1978–81), and twice been successful for three consecutive years (1939–41 and 1984–86).


─ In 1943 Joe Stafford of Cavan made history by becoming the first player to be sent off in an All-Ireland senior football final.


─ Dublin won an ill-tempered 1983 final with Galway, despite finishing the game with just twelve players. Three ‘Dubs’ and one Galwayman saw red during the decider. Brian Mullins was the first to receive his marching orders, followed by Ray Hazley, Tomás Tierney (Galway) and Ciaran Duff.


─ The 1991, 1992, 1993 and 1994 finals were all won by Ulster teams – Down, Donegal, Derry and Down again. Donegal and Derry’s wins were those counties first ever Sam Maguire triumphs.


─ When Meath crossed swords with Down in the 1991 decider it was their tenth match of the championship. Four games against Dublin, which included three replays, were followed by two more against Wicklow. Further games with Offaly and Laois completed a marathon provincial campaign. ‘The Royals’ then defeated Roscommon, before finally succumbing to Down in the All-Ireland final.


─ The All-Ireland qualifiers, or ‘back-door’ system as they have come to be known, were introduced in 2001. Later that year the final brought victory to Galway, who, despite losing to Roscommon in the Connacht semi-final, became the first football team to win an All-Ireland by emerging from ‘the back door’.


─ The 2003 final between Armagh and Tyrone was the first between two teams from the same province.


─ Armagh won their first ever All-Ireland in 2002, defeating Kerry by a single point.


─ In 2013 Hawk-Eye was introduced for championship matches at Croke Park only. This system was designed to remove ambiguity over whether or not a point had been scored. It was first used to confirm that Offaly substitute Peter Cunningham’s attempted point had gone wide in the early minutes of the second half in a game against Kildare.


─ 2013 brought the first Friday night encounter in the history of the championship, when the Leinster Championship first-round qualifier between Carlow and Laois was played on Friday 28 June.


─ The brothers Spillane from Kerry – Pat, Tom and Mick – hold the record number of All-Ireland senior winners’ medals in either hurling or football with nineteen in total. Including medals won as non-playing substitutes, Pat won eight, Tom seven and Mick four.


Roll of Honour*


Kerry (36): 1903, 1904, 1909, 1913, 1914, 1924, 1926, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1937, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1946, 1953, 1955, 1959, 1962, 1969, 1970, 1975, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1997, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2009


Dublin (24): 1891, 1892, 1894, 1897, 1898, 1899, 1901, 1902, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1942, 1958, 1963, 1974, 1976, 1977, 1983, 1995, 2011, 2013


Galway (9): 1925, 1934, 1938, 1956, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1998, 2001


Meath (7): 1949, 1954, 1967, 1987, 1988, 1996, 1999


Cork (7): 1890, 1911, 1945, 1973, 1989, 1990, 2010


Wexford (5): 1893, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918


Cavan (5): 1933, 1935, 1947, 1948, 1952


Down (5): 1960, 1961, 1968, 1991, 1994


Tipperary (4): 1889, 1895, 1900, 1920


Kildare (4): 1905, 1919, 1927, 1928


Louth (3): 1910, 1912, 1957


Mayo (3): 1936, 1950, 1951


Offaly (3): 1971, 1972, 1982


Tyrone (3): 2003, 2005, 2008


Limerick (2): 1887, 1896


Roscommon (2): 1943, 1944


Donegal (2): 1992, 2012


Derry (1): 1993


Armagh (1): 2002


* not contested in 1888














GAA PRESIDENTS AND GENERAL SECRETARIES






Maurice Davin is the only man ever to serve two terms as president. He resigned on both occasions.


─ E. M. Bennett of Clare is the shortest serving GAA president. His term lasted only two months. As the IRB-backed candidate his appointment was opposed by the non-political wing of the GAA and he was removed in January 1888.


─ The longest serving president of the GAA was James Nowlan from Kilkenny. He served from 1901–21. After his death the GAA stadium in Kilkenny city was named in his honour.


─ Former GAA President Patrick Breen from Wexford won two All-Ireland senior football medals with different counties (Wexford and Dublin).


─ General Secretary Luke O’Toole from Wicklow (1901–29) is largely credited with the purchase of the Croke Park grounds in 1913.


─ Aogán Ó Fearghail became the first Cavan man to be selected as president, at the 2014 GAA Congress. His term starts in 2015.


─ The youngest president was Seán Ryan, a Tipperary native. He moved to Dublin and had a lifelong involvement with the GAA.


─ Daniel McCarthy is the only Dublin-born man to serve as president (1921–24).


─ Michael Deering, a native of Limerick, is to date the only president to die in office.


─ Frank B. Dineen is the only person in GAA history to have served as both president and secretary.


LIST OF ALL GAA PRESIDENTS


Liam Ó Néill (Laois): 2012–15


Christy Cooney (Cork): 2009–12


Nickey Brennan (Kilkenny): 2006–09


Sean Kelly (Kerry): 2003–06


Sean McCague (Monaghan): 2000–03


Joe McDonagh (Galway): 1997–2000


Jack Boothman (Wicklow): 1994–97


Peter Quinn (Fermanagh): 1991–94


John Dowling (Offaly): 1988–91


Mick Loftus (Mayo): 1985–87


Paddy Buggy (Kilkenny): 1982–84


Paddy McFlynn (Down): 1979–82


Con Murphy (Cork): 1976–79


Donal Keenan (Roscommon): 1973–76


Pat Fanning (Waterford): 1970–73


Seamus Ó Riain (Tipperary): 1967–70


Alf Murray (Armagh): 1964–67


Hugh Byrne (Wicklow): 1961–64


J. J. Stuart (Dublin): 1958–61


Seamus McFerran (Antrim): 1955–58


M. V. O’Donoghue (Waterford): 1952–55


Michael Kehoe (Wexford): 1949–52


Dan O’Rourke (Roscommon): 1946–49


Seamus Gardiner (Tipperary): 1943–46


Padraig MacNamee (Antrim): 1938–43


Robert O’Keeffe (Laois): 1935–38


Seán McCarthy (Cork): 1932–35


Seán Ryan (Dublin): 1928–32


Liam Clifford (Limerick): 1926–28


Patrick Breen (Wexford): 1924–26


Daniel McCarthy (Dublin): 1921–24


James Nowlan (Kilkenny): 1901–21


Michael Deering (Cork): 1898–1901


Frank B. Dineen (Limerick): 1895–98


Peter J. Kelly (Galway): 1889–95


Maurice Davin (Tipperary): 1888


E. M. Bennett (Clare): 1887


Maurice Davin (Tipperary): 1884–87


LIST OF ALL GAA GENERAL SECRETARIES


Páraic Duffy (Monaghan): 2008–present


Liam Mulvihill (Longford): 1979–2007


Seán Ó Síocháin (Cork): 1964–79


Padraic Ó Caoimh (Cork): 1929–64


Luke O’Toole (Wicklow): 1901–29


Frank B. Dineen (Limerick): 1898–1901


Richard T. C. Blake (Meath): 1895–98


David Walsh (Clare): 1894–95


Patrick Tobin (Dublin): 1891–94


Maurice Moynihan (Kerry): 1890–92


P. R. Cleary (Limerick): 1889–90


William Prendergast (Tipperary): 1888–89


James Moore (Louth): 1887–88


Timothy O’Riordan (Cork): 1885–89


J. B. O’Reilly (Dublin): 1885–87


John Wyse Power (Kildare): 1884–87


John McKay (Cork): 1884–85


Michael Cusack (Clare): 1884–85














THE PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIP






MUNSTER SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP


─ The provincial championship was first held in 1888.


─ Between them Cork and Tipperary have won ninety-two Munster titles.


─ When Clare beat Limerick in the 1995 Munster final it ended a wait of sixty-three years for a provincial title.


─ The winning trophy is similar in design to the Liam MacCarthy Cup, but has no name.


─ Kerry won their only Munster Senior Hurling title in 1891.


─ In the 1935 semi-final, at the Thurles sports field, Tommy Kelly of Cork collided with a Limerick midfielder and was so badly injured he received the Last Rites.


─ In all Galway made twelve appearances during a ten-year period spent in the Munster Championship, in which they played due to a lack of competition in Connacht. There is now no championship in Connacht and Galway play in the Leinster Championship.


─ Galway defeated Clare in 1961 at the Gaelic Grounds. This was their first victory over their hurling neighbours and their only ever win in Munster.


─ There have been two ‘Munster’ All-Ireland finals: Tipperary and Clare in 1979 and Clare and Cork in 2013.


─ When Tipperary defeated Cork in 1987 it ended a sixteen-year famine for the ‘Premier’ men.


─ In 1918 Limerick won the Munster title by a record thirty-one points, scoring 11–3 against a hapless Clare.


Roll of Honour


Cork (52): 1888, 1890, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1907, 1912, 1915, 1919, 1920, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1931, 1939, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1946, 1947, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1956, 1966, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1990, 1992, 1999, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2014


Tipperary (40): 1895, 1896, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1906, 1908, 1909, 1913, 1916, 1917, 1922, 1924, 1925, 1930, 1937, 1941, 1945, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1958, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1967, 1968, 1971, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1991, 1993, 2001, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012


Limerick (19): 1897, 1910, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1923, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1940, 1955, 1973, 1974, 1980, 1981, 1994, 1996, 2013


Waterford (9): 1938, 1948, 1957, 1959, 1963, 2002, 2004, 2007, 2010


Clare (6): 1889, 1914, 1932, 1995, 1997, 1998


Kerry (1): 1891


LEINSTER SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP


─ Kilkenny have won sixty-nine Leinster Senior Hurling titles.


─ Galway won their first Leinster title in 2012, defeating defending champions Kilkenny. In defeating the ‘Cats’, the Galway men brought their opponents’ unbeaten championship run, which started in 2005, to an end.


─ Michael Kavanagh of Kilkenny has a record thirteen winning Leinster medals.


─ Westmeath reached their only final in 1937. They lost by eight points.


─ Wexford won their first title in 1890, defeating Laois by 2–9 to 0–3.


─ The Leinster Championship cup is named after Bob O’Keeffe, a native of Kilkenny who won an All-Ireland medal with Laois and served as president of the GAA in the 1930s.


─ The 1929 championship was declared null and void. Kilkenny defeated Dublin, but both were disqualified after the match for turning up late for the final.


─ Laois have only won three Leinster titles, two in a row in 1914 and 1915, and one in 1949.


─ Antrim competed in the Leinster Championship for the first time in the preliminary round in 2009.


Roll of Honour


Kilkenny (69): 1888, 1893, 1895, 1897, 1898, 1900, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1907, 1909, 1911, 1912, 1913, 1916, 1922, 1923, 1925, 1926, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1939, 1940, 1943, 1945, 1946, 1947, 1950, 1953, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1963, 1964, 1966, 1967, 1969, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1978, 1979, 1982, 1983, 1986, 1987, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2014


Dublin (24): 1889, 1892, 1894, 1896, 1902, 1906, 1908, 1917, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1924, 1927, 1928, 1930, 1934, 1938, 1941, 1942, 1944, 1948, 1952, 1961, 2013


Wexford (20): 1890, 1891, 1899, 1901, 1910, 1918, 1951, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1960, 1962, 1965, 1968, 1970, 1976, 1977, 1996, 1997, 2004


Offaly (9): 1980, 1981, 1984, 1985, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1994, 1995


Laois (3): 1914, 1915, 1949


Galway (1): 2012


CONNACHT SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP


─ Galway were declared winners of the first championship in 1898 as they had no opponents and were representing Connacht in the All-Ireland series.


─ Roscommon’s win in the 1913 championship was their first and only victory.


─ Galway’s eleven-in-a-row bid came unstuck in 1909. Mayo scored 10–1 in total to secure a shock six-goal victory.


─ Galway won their last Connacht title in 1999, beating Roscommon. There has been no Connacht Championship since.


─ Galway defeated Roscommon in five finals in a row from 1995–99.


─ Roscommon have contested nineteen deciders and lost eighteen of them.


─ The only draw in a Connacht final occurred in 1916.


─ Sligo contested their only final in 1900.


─ Galway were declared champions from 2000 to 2008 as there were no other teams competing. In 2009 they were granted entry into the Leinster Championship, starting with a three-year trial period.


Roll of Honour*


Galway (25): 1900, 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1910, 1911, 1912, 1914, 1915, 1917, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999


Mayo (1): 1909


Roscommon (1): 1913


*not contested in 1918 or from 1923–93


ULSTER SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP


─ The competition was founded in 1900.


─ The winners are presented with the Liam Harvey Cup.


─ Down bridged a fifty-one year gap and caused a huge upset when they defeated Antrim in 1992.


─ Gerald McGrattan played a starring role in Down’s march to the title in 1992. An unknown at the start of the championship, he went on to become the county’s first All-Star that year.


─ New York compete in the Ulster Championship and reached the 2006 final, losing to Antrim.


─ Armagh, better known for their football exploits, have reached two finals, their last in 2011.


─ The Ulster Championship had a change of format in 2009. The winners no longer gained entry into All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship proper.


─ Antrim created history by winning two Provincial titles within the space of six months. They won the delayed 2013 Ulster title on 2 February 2014, defeating Down by 4–20 to 1–17. On Sunday 13 July they defeated Derry by 2–17 to 2–16, winning their thirteenth title in a row. Derry were the last team to defeat Antrim in an Ulster final, in 2001.


─ Monaghan reached two finals in a row (1914 and 1915) winning on both occasions.


Roll of Honour*


Antrim (55): 1900, 1901, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1907, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1913, 1916, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1993, 1994, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014


Derry (4): 1902, 1908, 2000, 2001


Down (4): 1941, 1992, 1995, 1997


Donegal (3): 1906, 1923, 1932


Monaghan (2): 1914, 1915


* not contested in 1912, 1917, 1918–22, 1942 and 1950–88


MUNSTER SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP


─ Tipperary side Bohercrowe won the first two Munster Championships, in 1888 and 1889.


─ In 1979 Kerry scored a whopping 9–21 (one of the highest scores ever recorded in a championship game) against Clare in a Munster Championship match that was dubbed ‘The Milltown Massacre’.


─ Fitzgerald Stadium in Killarney is named after famous Kerry footballer Dick Fitzgerald. While the venue is famous for hosting Munster Senior Football finals, it also staged an All-Ireland hurling final between Tipperary and Kilkenny in 1937.


─ Clare caused the biggest upset in championship history when they defeated red-hot favourites Kerry at Limerick’s Gaelic Grounds in 1992, by 2–10 to 0–12. Kerry legends Jack O’Shea and Seamus Moynahan played their last games for Kerry in this shock defeat. That game also elicited the famous comment ‘There won’t be a cow milked in Clare tonight’ from RTÉ correspondent Marty Morrissey.


─ Kerry and Cork’s dominance of the competition has only been broken by Tipperary in 1935 and Clare in 1992.


─ Pat Spillane of Kerry has won a record twelve Munster medals in three different decades, the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s.


─ Cork won their first title in 1890, and a century later in 1990 they won their twenty-eighth Munster crown.


Roll of Honour*


Kerry (76): 1892, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1919, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1944, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1950, 1951, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, 1965, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1991, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014


Cork (37): 1890, 1891, 1893, 1894, 1897, 1899, 1901, 1906, 1907, 1911, 1916, 1928, 1943, 1945, 1949, 1952, 1956, 1957, 1966, 1967, 1971, 1973, 1974, 1983, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1999, 2002, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012


Tipperary (9): 1888, 1889, 1895, 1900, 1902, 1918, 1920, 1922, 1935


Clare (2): 1917, 1992


Waterford (1): 1898


Limerick (1): 1896


* not contested in 1921


LEINSTER SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP


─ Wexford and Dublin have won the most consecutive championships: Wexford between 1913 and 1918 and Dublin between 1974 and 1979.
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