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Welcome


Welcome to this six-week study on migration!

 

This course takes you on a deep exploration of how migration honors God and forms us to become more like Jesus. By the time you complete all six sessions of this study on migration, you will: (1) gain an understanding of the centrality of migration to the human experience, including the biblical narrative; (2) understand the myths that try to recast migration as a threat, and the individual and societal harm that results; and (3) learn how God calls us to develop the heart of a migrant in our faith and our lives.

 

Migration is a key topic that young Christians want to know about yet are challenged to find relevant, thoughtful, biblically based resources that answer their questions. This study includes a diverse collection of Jesus-centered art, scholarship, and storytelling, primarily created by people of color, that provides teaching, guidance, and opportunities for reflection. In addition to studying Scripture, you will also read essays and personal testimonies, experience spoken word and poetry, meditate on visual art, and listen to or watch in-depth interviews and panels. We hope you will experience a spiritual feast for your senses and your soul, inspiring you in your journey to learn more about the character of God and the discipleship he calls each of us to.









  
    
      
        
          Migrant Covenant

          BY URIAS ABRAHAM

        

        [image: Artwork showing a map of North America and a bit of Central America.]

        
          Artwork shows a map of North America and a small portion of Central America, with the United States depicted in a deeper red color than the rest of the continent. Two barely visible interlocked hands cover most of the United States, presumably representing welcome and unity. The top hand of the two has what looks like a hole in the middle of the wrist, perhaps representing the nail-pierced hand of Jesus. An orange sun appears behind the United States. 

        

      

    

  





  

    How to Use This Study

    
      Below is a breakdown of the study structure and approach. The opening and closing sessions are distinct from the middle four sessions and have less content to allow for more discussion and reflection. In each session, you will also engage with unique audio and video content. Scan the accompanying QR code on each page to access the digital material.

      
        
          
            
            
            
            
            
            
              
                	
Session 1


                	
Opening


                	
Introduces the topic of migration and creates space to reflect on initial ideas, teachings, questions, and doubts.


              

              
                	
Session 2


                	
Manifesto


                	
Overviews the differing perspectives on migration and explores the foundational spiritual truth that guides the rest of the sessions.


              

              
                	
Session 3


                	
Myth


                	
Names and deconstructs common false beliefs and teachings about migration within church and society.


              

              
                	
Session 4


                	
Material


                	
Delves into Jesus-centered, biblically based teachings on migration and its implications for how we live.


              

              
                	
Session 5


                	
Motion


                	
Explores meaningful ways to embrace relevant embodied practices in our everyday lives.


              

              
                	
Session 6


                	
Closing


                	
Reviews the main themes from the study and facilitates next steps to apply learnings in practical and meaningful ways.


              

            
          

        

      

      

        Opening Session

        The Opening session begins with (1) a pulse check to gauge where participants are coming from at the start of the study, followed by (2) an introduction to the overall study. Then you will engage (3) a short recorded personal story and (4) the four path point statements, or the overarching themes of the study, along with a holy imagination exercise, before closing with (5) a benediction and (6) an application activity.

      

      
        Sessions 2–5

        You will (1) preview the focus for the week and (2) read the path point statement and a brief reflection that frames the content of the session. Then you will study (3) a passage of Scripture and (4) additional content from a relevant expert. Each session concludes with (5) a communal benediction and (6) an application activity for the week to encourage further learning and embodied action.

      

      
        Closing Session

        The Closing session provides (1) a review of the content in the entire study and gives space to (2) revisit and reflect upon the path point statements previously studied. Then, you will (3) research the demographics of the immigrants in your community, and (4) come up with practical ways to extend love and care to the migrants around you. You will end your time together with (5) a prayer and benediction.

      

    

  





  

    Our Discipleship Pathway

    
      The four path points of the discipleship pathway—Manifesto, Myth, Material, and Motion—help us unpack one big idea from concept to call to action. These path points are the stepping stones that guide your journey with Jesus, God’s Spirit, and each other as we consider how peacemaking impacts our approach to migration.

      
        [image: Image of the discipleship pathway’s four parts: manifesto, myth, material, and motion.]
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MANIFESTO—Declaration of Peace

                  Proclaim the good news of peace in the world.
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MYTH—Distortion of Peace

                  Discern the lies and false narratives that surround us.
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MATERIAL—Expressions of Peace

                  Reveal the scriptural witness of peace in the world.
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MOTION—Embodiment of Peace

                  Participate in the active work of peace in the world.


              

            
          

        

      

    

  





  

  
Session 1

    Opening


  
    
      [image: Photo showing Black, White, and Hispanic men and women. ]

    

    We’re so glad you have chosen to participate in this six-week study on how migration leads to transformation!

     

     

     

    In this first session, we will learn about migration—what it is and how it relates to each of us, regardless of whether or not we have personally migrated. We’ll spend time reflecting on our own views of migration, and listening to a personal story of migration. We’ll also introduce the path point statements (which are like thesis statements) that we will focus on throughout the study. This session sets up the framework through which we will view the topic of migration.

    
      [image: ]Pulse Check

      
        Migration /mī-ˈgrā-shən/ (noun): the act, process, or an instance of moving from one country, place, or locality to another.

        
          Reflection

          As we begin to consider the topic of migration, take about fifteen minutes to consider the following reflection questions.

          1. How does the topic of migration intersect with your own family story or history?

           

           

          2. When you think of migration, what are the first associations that come to mind? What kind of people do you think of as migrants and immigrants?

           

           

          3. How do you think God sees migration and the people who undergo migration?

        

        


    

    

      Introduction

      Throughout human history, people have been on the move. Scripture is filled with stories of individuals, families, and entire communities moving to a new place in response to God’s call and provision—and being praised for their faith and obedience. Jesus himself often moved around in response to opportunities, threats, and the desire to connect with new people.

       

       

      Today, migration is rarely seen through the lens of faith but is instead inserted into debates about politics, economics, security, and national identity. No matter our background, it can be easy to look at some (or all) immigrants suspiciously. We may wonder if they will compete with us for resources and opportunities. We may wonder if they will change our communities in drastic ways.

       

       

      But the story of God, as recorded in the Bible, almost always centers on the story of the migrant. God loves migrants, calls migrants, is with migrants. He asks those of us who are not migrants to extend love, hospitality, and generosity to our migrant brothers and sisters. The heart of God is very much built into the migrant experience.

    

    
    

      Personal Story

      [image: QR COde]

      Every story of migration is different, and the more stories we hear, the more we are able to expand our hearts for the experiences of migrants. Josué Carballo-Huertas migrated with his family from Costa Rica to the United States and he shares about the challenges of leaving a home he loved.

       

       

      Listen to his story. Then, consider the following reflection questions.

      
        
          “Leaving the Costa Rican Dream”

          BY JOSUÉ CARBALLO-HUERTAS

          (from “In Their Own Words: Migration Stories from Around the World”)

        

      

      
        Reflection

        
          1. What is your initial response to Josué Carballo-Huertas’s story? 

           

           

          2. For most immigrants, leaving their home country and going someplace new is a complex emotional experience. What are the emotions that Carballo-Huertas expresses? How might God work through such multifaceted, weighty experiences?

           

           

        

      

    

    
    

      Path Point Statements

      Each step in our discipleship pathway has a statement that captures the main idea of that path point. We begin with an audacious truth (Manifesto) that will frame our entire study on migration; then we move to address a common false belief (Myth) that impedes us from believing God’s truth. We then focus on the Word of God and person of Jesus to strengthen our theological understanding of migration (Material), and conclude with practical ways in which God calls us to embody these truths in our everyday lives (Motion).

       

      Read the four statements and answer the reflection question. Then pause and consider the “what if” questions in the holy imagination exercise. You’ll have the opportunity to share your responses.
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