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‘U.S. war-gaming consistently predicts at least one million casualties on both sides...’


Cato Institute (in reference to a North Korea-South Korea/US war)
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Introduction


This book is about US military hegemony in Asia. Crucially, it is about the response of Asian countries, particularly North Korea, to this threat. The mainstream and to a large extent alternative media in the West omit America's regional provocations and only report North Korea's retaliations and responses. To Western audiences, North Korea seems like a genuine threat and a regime out of control. But US military threat assessments and strategic analysts paint quite a different picture.


Despite what some readers will claim, this book is not apologia for the North Korean regime. People who make baseless allegations that a person is an apologist for foreign regimes are usually themselves apologists for Western imperialism because they believe in violence as the primary method of resolving global issues and in the mythology perpetuated by their state about its own supposed greatness. The NK regime is despicable and if North Koreans want it reformed or dismantled, we should use peaceful means to help them; as long as the consequences are not worse for ordinary North Koreans. The signs are already there that the regime is reforming. It is introducing a market economy (for better or worse) and trying to extend diplomatic relations with China and Russia. The US is seeking to isolate it.


If we are concerned with helping people living under oppression, we might start with ending ties to close allies who are as bad if not worse than the North Korean regime: the Saudi establishment, for instance. Next, we might put pressure on our own Western governments not to keep North Korea isolated. Western media have inverted this and claim that North Korea lives in self-imposed isolation.


The points laid out in this Introduction are backed-up throughout the book in endnotes, most of which come from establishment sources, such as the US Congressional Research Service and even the Pentagon. It is striking to compare the governmental and military record to the mainstream and even alternative media's version of events concerning North Korea and China. The policy of America's strategic elite is extremely dangerous. Several strategic analysts quoted later warn that nuclear weapons could be fired in error. This could lead to the end of life as we know it, and possibly put an end to all life.


Taking an evidence-based approach, this book proves that what we are taught about North Korea in Western media is largely false. In reality:


1)  North Korea is not globally isolated. It has diplomatic relations with over 100 countries, but more needs to be done to assist its integration.


2)  It has not sought self-imposed isolation or hermitage. Rather, the United States has sought to isolate it for political reasons, which will be explained.


3)  North Korea is not a global threat because its global strike capacity is not only limited but highly exaggerated by the regime.


4)  North Korea has repeatedly made efforts and offers to negotiate with the USA and regional powers and has been rejected or undermined on each occasion.


5)  America's North Korea policy is ambiguous: as far as elite US planners are concerned, there are pros and cons to keeping the regime alive.


A much bigger long-term interest for the USA is China. This book argues that the overarching regional goal of US military planners and transnational corporations is to contain China. In order to contain something, the given thing has to be expanding. So, where is China expanding? China is building regional military bases on disputed islands and is building a single military base in Djibouti, Africa. That's it. The real ‘containment’ of China is an ideological one: to make sure than China continues to act as an assembly plant for US products, keeps its markets open to US corporations and most importantly does not interfere economically or geo-politically with US strategic interests.


The USA, on the other hand, is engaged in seven open wars, an unknown number of covert operations, has over 600 military bases around the world and is committed to a military doctrine called Full Spectrum Dominance. Its war planners and policymakers are driven by the usual ideology: that America is uniquely great and that so-called free-market capitalism is the best economic system to impose upon the world in order to ensure prosperity and even security. (In the real world, this is the best system to ensure that wealth is accrued by the few and that fewer than 200 US corporations control 40% of global trade and investment.) As we shall see in this book, recent US military assessments confirm that China has no aspirations of becoming a global or even regional superpower, and that even if China wanted to, it lacks the military capacity.


In the region sits a nuclear-armed Russia, which, like China, retains some state controls over its economy, hence the constant demonization of Russia in Western media. The US is putting pressure on its regional allies, the non-nuclear-armed Japan and South Korea, in order to continue threatening China.


In the middle of this potentially explosive situation sits North Korea.


As this book examines, US policy toward North Korea is complicated. On the one hand, the US wants the regime to collapse so that a client regime can take its place. A client regime in North Korea would be hostile to neighbouring China and Russia. In this respect, a replacement client regime would act as a US proxy.


This would block the long-proposed Russia-South Korea pipeline, which is planned to run through North Korea and provide South Korea with Russian energy and a port to export energy across the high seas. The US and Britain have already partially blocked Russia's energy route to Europe by sponsoring coups and a civil war in Ukraine. A similar scenario could play out in Korea. By expanding military ties with India and continuing its occupation of Afghanistan, the US has already made indirect threats against China. With a client regime in North Korea, the threat could be even more real.


On the other hand, the US does not want the North Korean regime to collapse. It wants it to survive; the reason being that as soon as the North Korean regime collapses, the pretexts for basing tens of thousands of US forces in South Korea vanishes. The US has a significant presence in South Korea, which is only marginally designed to repel an invasion from North Korea. A second reason for the US wanting the regime to survive is the fear that a progressive government could come to power. Such a government could use the country's resources, such as its uranium mines and rare-earth metals, to benefit its people. Such a government would also forge alliances with left-wing elements in the South and even Japan. The US could rapidly lose political control.


For the USA, the best of both worlds is a regime that keeps up the dangerous rhetoric but is a secret ally with the US and its regional partners. This way, US military systems can continue to be aimed at China under the pretext of countering North Korea, while the North opens ‘free markets’ and accepts US economic penetration.
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The US and China


‘Full-spectrum dominance’ and the importance of oil


In 1997, the US Space Command announced its intention to rule the world by force via a doctrine called Full Spectrum Dominance, which involves securing land, sea, air, space and information, ‘to protect US national interests and investment’. Rebecca Johnson of the UN Disarmament Commission commented: ‘[n]otions of full spectrum dominance ... are perceived as a security threat by countries that have no political desire or intention to threaten the United States, but which would be expected by their own citizens and militaries to develop countermeasures to deter the United States nevertheless’.1


At the time, the only rival superpower, the Soviet Union, had collapsed leaving the US free to dominate regions that it could not have in the presence of the nuclear-armed USSR. The Middle East, where most of the world's oil is, became the prime target for direct occupation. In the 1960s, America's Central Intelligence Agency was concerned that the USSR could control 7% of the international oil market. ‘This will enable the Soviet Union to upset markets in various individual consuming countries and even displace Western companies in smaller markets.’ Soviet petrodollars could ‘make the USSR a force to be reckoned with in the international petroleum field’. The CIA worried that an ‘influx of Soviet oil is likely ... to spur further price cuts with a consequent disrupting influence on relations between the Middle Eastern governments and the Western companies’.2


Unlike Russia, China is not self-sufficient in energy. The US has targeted China's potential energy assets in various theatres. The following information does not infer that hegemony over China was the sole policy issue for the US, but nevertheless it was certainly a key consequence.


Iraq has the second largest oil reserves in the Middle East. By sanctioning Iraq for 13 years (and killing a million Iraqis, mostly children, in the process) Britain and the US kept China from affordable Iraqi oil. The US and Britain invaded Iraq in 2003 and built permanent military bases. When international corporations were permitted to bid to steal Iraq's oil, Iraqi auctioneers set too high a price, forcing China to reject the price offers. By helping to create a permanent state of war in Iraq (most recently with the growth of Daesh), Iraq's oil is too unstable for international corporations to purchase at a decent and predictable price.3


Iran has the third largest oil reserves in the Middle East after Saudi Arabia and Iraq. Iran could build pipelines to carry oil and gas to China through their neighbour Afghanistan. Iran could also carry oil and gas to India through their neighbour Pakistan. By occupying Afghanistan on a permanent basis, the US and Britain not only encircle both Iran and China with military bases, they prevent the possibility of an Iran-China-friendly government from forming in Afghanistan. Crucially, they prevent pipelines from being built.4


Libya has the largest oil reserves in Africa. By training and arming Islamic extremists to overthrow the stable regime of Muammar Gaddafi, the US, Britain and France pushed out the thousands of Chinese oil, gas and engineering contractors working in the country. After NATO smashed up Libya, killing 50,000 people (according to the puppet regime installed by the US, Britain and France), Libya's oil economy under factions of Islamic extremists has become almost as unpredictable as Iraq's under Daesh.5


Sudan also had some of the largest oil deposits in Africa. Under the Bashir regime, China had lucrative contracts. In the early 2000s, the US led the agenda to bring Western media attention to Darfur, where Sudanese government-linked militia were committing atrocities against civilians. The US-led sanctions on Sudan hurt China's oil interests. The US also helped engineer the split in Sudan, roughly along Christian-Muslim lines. This created the new country of South Sudan, which happens to have most of the former country's oil reserves. In sum, China ended up allied to an oil-poor North and the US allied with an oil-rich South.6


In Somalia, the US and Britain trained and organized the terrorist government (the Transitional Federal Government, TFG) to overthrow what the US State Department describes as the non-extremist, socialistic Islamic Courts Union. This led to what journalist Aidan Hartley described as a ‘manmade’ famine, which killed tens of thousands of people. It also led to a refugee crisis between 2007 and 2009, in which millions of Somalis fled to Yemen, Kenya and other parts of Somalia to avoid the TFG. The decimation of Somalia had the effect of terminating Russian and Chinese oil contracts in the country.7


Finally, in Zimbabwe the US and Britain turned against their former ally Robert Mugabe (whose forces the UK had once trained), suddenly realizing that he is a dictator. The sanctions imposed on the fragile Zimbabwean economy helped send the currency into a spiral of unprecedented inflation. This had predictable effects, also seen in Sudan and Somalia: lowered life expectancy, increased infant mortality and general misery and hopelessness. Chinese oil contractors were compelled to abandon many of their operations.8
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