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Money in the Bank (2016)






Money in the Bank (2016) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) event and WWE Network event produced by WWE. It took place on June 19, 2016 at the T-Mobile Arena in the Las Vegas suburb of Paradise, Nevada.[1] It was the seventh event under the Money in the Bank chronology.

Eleven matches were contested at the event, with two matches contested on the pre-show. The main event saw Seth Rollins defeat Roman Reigns to win the WWE World Heavyweight Championship, only to lose it minutes later to Dean Ambrose, who cashed in the Money in the Bank contract he won earlier in the event to defeat Rollins for the title. Also on the card, AJ Styles defeated John Cena. Two days after Money in the Bank, former champion Reigns was suspended for violating WWE's Wellness Program[image: External link].
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WWE's Money in the Bank pay-per-view event centers around a match of the same name, in which multiple wrestlers use ladders to retrieve a briefcase hanging above the ring. The winner is guaranteed a match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship at a time of their choosing within the next year.[2]
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 Storylines




See also: Professional wrestling


The professional wrestling matches at Money in the Bank featured professional wrestlers performing as characters in scripted events pre-determined by the hosting promotion, WWE. Storylines between the characters played out on WWE's primary television programs, Raw and SmackDown.[3][4]

On November 4, 2015, Seth Rollins was forced to vacate the WWE World Heavyweight Championship due to injury.[5] Rollins returned on May 22, 2016 at Extreme Rules, attacking champion Roman Reigns after his successful title defense against AJ Styles.[6] Rollins was granted a title match against Reigns at Money in the Bank the next night on Raw by Shane McMahon.[7] Meanwhile, critics wondered if WWE was "leaving money on the table" by not slotting Rollins as a face and Reigns as a heel,[8][9] as this was the opposite of what fans wanted (fans were cheering Rollins and booing Reigns).[10]

On the May 30 episode of Raw, John Cena returned after recovering from a shoulder injury that left him out of action for five months. AJ Styles then came out to welcome him back until Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, Styles' former teammates in The Club (which had broken up the previous week on Raw) appeared looking for a fight. Cena and Styles prepared to brawl with them, until Styles attacked Cena alongside Gallows and Anderson, turning heel and reforming The Club in the process.[11] On June 3, a match between Cena and Styles was scheduled for Money in the Bank which WWE labeled as a "WrestleMania Dream Match".[12] On the June 13 episode of Raw, Cena presented Styles with two contracts: one allowing Gallows and Anderson to be in his corner, the other banning them so they could fight uninterrupted, and Styles chose the latter.[13]

The winner of the Money in the Bank ladder match will win a contract for a WWE World Heavyweight Championship match at any time within the next year. On the May 23 episode of Raw, Sami Zayn, Cesaro, Chris Jericho, Dean Ambrose, and Kevin Owens all qualified for the match by defeating Sheamus, The Miz, Apollo Crews, Dolph Ziggler, and AJ Styles, respectively.[7] On the May 26 episode of SmackDown, Alberto Del Rio defeated Zack Ryder to qualify for the match.[14]

At Payback, the final match in a tournament to determine the #1 contender for the WWE Tag Team Championship, pitting The Vaudevillains (Aiden English and Simon Gotch) against Enzo and Cass, ended in a no contest[image: External link] after Enzo Amore suffered a legit concussion.[15][16] Subsequently, the Vaudevillains challenged WWE Tag Team Champions The New Day at Extreme Rules in a losing effort.[6][17] On the May 30 episode of Raw, during a rematch between The Vaudevillains and The New Day, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson attacked The New Day.[11] The following week on Raw, The Vaudevillains defeated Enzo & Cass by disqualification[image: External link]. Later in the night, Gallows and Anderson defeated The New Day. Taking an idea by Teddy Long, Stephanie McMahon scheduled the four teams in a match at Money in the Bank in a Fatal 4-Way match[image: External link] for the WWE Tag Team Championship.[18]

On the May 26 episode of SmackDown, after WWE United States Champion Rusev defeated Kalisto to retain the title, Titus O'Neil came out to help Kalisto when Rusev refused to break his Accolade[image: External link] submission hold.[14] On the May 30 episode of Raw, after defeating Zack Ryder, Rusev started to insult the crowd and declared himself a "true American hero", leading to O'Neil coming out and punching[image: External link] Rusev.[11] On June 8, a match between O'Neil and Rusev for the United States Championship was scheduled for Money in the Bank.[19] On the June 13 episode of Raw, Titus O'Neil walked out for his match when Rusev attacked him on the stage and applied the Accolade, as WWE officials tried to pull Rusev off of O'Neil.[13]

At Extreme Rules, WWE Women's Champion Charlotte defeated Natalya due to distraction by Dana Brooke dressing as Ric Flair.[6] On the May 23 episode of Raw, Charlotte turned[image: External link] on her father Ric Flair, claiming he was no longer needed and therefore, aligned herself with Dana Brooke as her protege.[7] On the May 26 episode of SmackDown, Natalya defeated Brooke by disqualification.[14] On the May 30 episode of Raw, after Brooke defeated Natalya, Becky Lynch came out to help Natalya.[11] On the June 2 episode of SmackDown, Lynch defeated Charlotte by disqualification.[20] On the June 9 episode of SmackDown, Lynch defeated Brooke.[21] On June 13, a match pitting Charlotte and Brooke against Natalya and Lynch was scheduled for Money in the Bank.

At the Extreme Rules pre-show, Baron Corbin defeated Dolph Ziggler in a No Disqualification match[image: External link] after deliberately using a low blow[image: External link] before the End of Days[image: External link].[6] The next night on Raw, Ziggler challenged Corbin to a "technical wrestling match" for next week on Raw, which Corbin accepted.[7] On that night Raw, Ziggler was disqualified after deliberately hitting Corbin with a low blow as retaliation for what happened at Extreme Rules.[11] On June 17, another match between the two was scheduled for Money in the Bank.[22]

On the May 23 episode of Raw, frustration toward losing his Money in the Bank qualifying match to Sami Zayn earlier in the night, Sheamus attacked Apollo Crews during a backstage interview with Renee Young, telling Crews that he's sick of him promoting the "New Era" and that no one would replace him, leading to Crews losing his Money in the Bank qualifying match to Chris Jericho later in the show.[7] On the June 9 episode of SmackDown, backstage watching the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows movie, Sheamus bragged to Zack Ryder, Goldust, R-Truth, and Summer Rae about how great he was and how everyone should be waiting on him and how he is an A-list star, leading to Apollo Crews confronting Sheamus and punching him, sending Sheamus into a number of cardboard boxes behind him.[21] On the June 13 episode of Raw, after defeating Zack Ryder, Sheamus continued to viciously attack Ryder leading to Crews coming down to help Ryder.[13] On June 17, a match pitting the two was scheduled for Money in the Bank.[22]

After Goldust replaced R-Truth with Fandango as his tag team partner in their match in the Team Championship #1 contender tournament on the April 14 episode of SmackDown,[23] R-Truth found a new partner in Tyler Breeze.[24] Following singles match victory on Raw by Breeze over Goldust[17] and R-Truth over Fandango,[25] the two teams faced each other on the May 12 episode of SmackDown; Tyler Breeze and R-Truth defeated Golddust and Fandango when Fandango turned on his partner. After the match, Fandango and Breeze continued to attack Goldust, who was then rescued by R-Truth.[26] After Breezango (Breeze and Fandango's new tag team name) defeated Golden Truth (Goldust and R-Truth) on the May 16[27] and the May 26 episode of Raw,[14] a third match between the two teams was scheduled on June 17 for the Money in the Bank pre-show.[22]

On June 17, a match pitting The Lucha Dragons against The Dudley Boyz was scheduled for the Money in the Bank pre-show.[22]
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During the pre-show, Golden Truth (Goldust and R-Truth) faced Breezango (Tyler Breeze and Fandango). Breezango suffered from major cases of sunburn, which their opponents exploited throughout the match. The end came when Goldust executed a Final Cut on Fandango to win the match.[28][29]

Later, The Lucha Dragons (Kalisto and Sin Cara) wrestled The Dudley Boyz (Bubba Ray Dudley and D-Von Dudley). In the end, Kalisto executed a Salida Del Sol on Bubba Ray,[29] followed by Sin Cara's Swanton Bomb to win the match.[30]
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The actual pay-per-view opened with The New Day (Big E and Kofi Kingston defending the Tag Team Championship against Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, Enzo and Cass, and The Vaudevillains (Aiden English and Simon Gotch) in a Fatal 4-Way Tag Team match. The match ended with Big E and Kingston executing the Midnight Hour on Anderson to retain the title.[29][31]

Next, Baron Corbin faced Dolph Ziggler. In the end, Corbin executed the End of Days on Ziggler for the win.[29][32]

After that, Women's Champion Charlotte and Dana Brooke faced Natalya and Becky Lynch. The end came when Charlotte executed a Natural Selection on Natalya to win the match. After the match, Becky tried to console Natalya, who responded by attacking Becky, thus turning heel.[29][33]

In the fourth match, Apollo Crews fought Sheamus. In the end, Sheamus executed White Noise off the top rope for a near-fall. Crews pinned Sheamus with a Crucifix pin for the win.[29]

In the fifth match, AJ Styles faced John Cena. During the match, both wrestlers managed to execute their respective finishing moves - Cena an Attitude Adjustment and Styles a Styles Clash - but in both cases the opponent kicked out at two. Styles applied the Calf Crusher on Cena and Cena applied the STF on Styles, but neither man submitted. Cena executed a second Attitude Adjustment on Styles, but in the process accidentally knocked down the referee. Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows interfered, executed a Magic Killer on Cena and placed Styles on top of him. The referee, who had not witnessed anything, recovered and counted the pinfall victory for Styles.[29]

Next was the Money in the Bank ladder match involving Dean Ambrose, Alberto Del Rio, Cesaro, Chris Jericho, Kevin Owens, and Sami Zayn. The ending saw Ambrose pull Owens into a ladder, knocking Owens onto a ladder bridged between another ladder and the ring corner, and unhooked the briefcase to win the match and the contract for a WWE World Heavyweight Championship title match.[29]

In the seventh match, Rusev defended his United States Championship against Titus O'Neil. Rusev forced O'Neil to submit to the Accolade to retain the title.[29]
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In the main event, Roman Reigns defended the WWE World Heavyweight Championship against Seth Rollins. Reigns executed two Superman Punches, but both times Rollins kicked out. Reigns collided with the barricade when he attempted to spear Rollins outside the ring, leading to medical personnel checking on Reigns. Rollins attempted a Pedigree on Reigns, who responded with a Spear on Rollins. As the referee had been knocked down too, Rollins was able to kick out at two. In the end, Reigns attempted another Spear but Rollins countered with a Pedigree on Reigns for a near-fall. Rollins executed a second Pedigree to win the match and the championship.

After the match, Dean Ambrose's entrance theme began to play, Rollins anticipated that he would appear at the walkway but instead Ambrose appeared behind Rollins and hit him with the Money in the Bank briefcase. Ambrose then cashed in his Money in the Bank contract, executed Dirty Deeds on Rollins and pinned him for the victory and the title.[29]
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"Money in the Bank" had three matches praised by multiple reviewers (Cena-Styles, Reigns-Rollins, and the ladder match), although different reviewers found some faults with one or more of these matches. Meanwhile the rest of the undercard was not as well received.

James Caldwell of Pro Wrestling Torch reviewed most of the event's matches, giving the Reigns-Rollins world title match 3.5 (out of 5) stars due to a "very strong second half after a sluggish first half with Reigns playing a heel throughout". Caldwell attributed Ambrose's title win to WWE needing "to do something after the 2.03 TV rating on Monday" for Raw, leading to "WWE switching the belt the one clear, 100 percent, Daniel Bryan-like babyface they have at the top of the card". Two of the event's matches were jointly best rated at 3.75 stars: Cena-Styles, "three-fourths of the way to an epic match that was hyped going into the PPV" but "Cena looked rusty"; as well as the ladder match, "very good" but with a predictable ending "since everyone got their shine while Ambrose was mainly in the background during the match". The rest of the matches on the pay-per-view broadcast were rated between 2.0 and 2.5 stars: the tag title match was "a bit of a mess"; "Ziggler made [Corbin] look good"; Lynch and Natalya should have gotten a "credibility-boosting victory since they always lose to Charlotte"; Crews's win was "unconvincing", and Rusev was repeating his 2014 storyline with the U.S. title.[29]

Dave Meltzer of the Wrestling Observer deemed the first pre-show match a "nothing match" and the second pre-show match "normal". He opined that the tag title match drew the crowd into it but that the "execution was rough". Meltzer was negative on Corbin-Ziggler, which he called "too long", as the "feud has done Ziggler no favors" while "Corbin just doesn't show much of anything". The finish of Crews-Sheamus made him think "it's just the beginning between these two." The next two matches Meltzer deemed "excellent": Cena-Styles was about Styles being "the better wrestler than Cena, beating him at every turn but he couldn't finish him", while in the ladder match everyone (especially Cesaro) "took big ladder bumps but there was nothing really insane like used to be in such matches. Meltzer wrote the U.S. title match "was in the death spot" and "really had no chance with the crowd" despite Rusev and O'Neil having "worked hard in a physical match." The Reigns-Rollins match he called "flat at times because it went so long" and that Rollins was "not that over as a face" while "people just weren't into Reigns at all".[34]

Jason Namako of Wrestleview felt that Money in the Bank was "a damn good show" with a "phenomenal ending": it featured "the resurrection of Dean Ambrose as a player in this company and it was an amazing success". That followed the Reigns-Rollins world title match, which was Namako's match of the night. Ambrose was Namako's Most Valuable Player of the night, with his "insane" ladder match featuring "tremendous effort" by all six men involved. Another notable match was the tag title match, a "super-fun opener with a real hot, frenetic pace to it". Meanwhile, Corbin-Ziggler was "solid", Crews-Sheamus was "decent", and O'Neil and Rusev "did the best they could" in the "epitome of a cool-down match". However, Namako felt the show also had negatives: the "masterful performance" by Cena and Styles was "tarnished by timid booking" with an "unneeded cheap finish" which did not "help Styles in the slightest"; while the women's match was "run-of-the-mill" and "it unfortunately looks like we are right back where we started one year ago before the 'Divas Revolution' began".[35]

Aaron Oster, writing for The Baltimore Sun, wrote that Ambrose's win of the ladder match was predictable, yet "the main event was anything but predictable". Oster attributed the television overrun of the show to two reasons: firstly viewers who were watching the Game 7 of the NBA Finals could watch the main event, and secondly "it kept fans guessing exactly when it would end". "Hypothetically, if things go as the WWE wants with Brock Lesnar returning to UFC", Oster speculated, "many more eyes than usual will be turning toward the company for the entire summer, and especially at Summerslam. To have Dean Ambrose be the champion when that is happening is a huge statement from the company that shows how much confidence that they have in him." For the other events, Oster felt it was "weird" to portray Crews as an "underdog" but that was still "better than having absolutely no direction with him." Meanwhile, "Rusev as a jerk heel, and not simply an anti-American heel, is really a fantastic thing." Oster also remarked that Golden Truth had fan support but doubted that WWE would "actually go anywhere with it."[36]
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The day after Money in the Bank, Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins wrestled on Raw for a future shot at Dean Ambrose's world title, which was shortened back to being called the WWE Championship. That match ended in a double count-out, so Ambrose agreed to face both men, and Shane McMahon arranged a triple threat world title match at Battleground.[37] On June 21, two days after Money in the Bank, Roman Reigns was suspended for 30 days for violating WWE's Wellness Program[image: External link],[38] which uses drug testing to detect substance abuse.[39] Pro Wrestling Torch and TheWrap reported that WWE knew of Reigns's violation before Money in the Bank, leading to Reigns being scripted to lose his world title at the event.[40][41]
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	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[29]



	1P
	The Golden Truth (Goldust and R-Truth) defeated Breezango (Tyler Breeze and Fandango)
	Tag team match[image: External link][28]
	5:06



	2P
	The Lucha Dragons (Sin Cara and Kalisto) defeated The Dudley Boyz (Bubba Ray Dudley and D-Von Dudley)
	Tag team match[30]
	8:48



	3
	The New Day (Big E and Kofi Kingston) (c) (with Xavier Woods) defeated Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, Enzo Amore and Big Cass, and The Vaudevillains (Aiden English and Simon Gotch)
	Fatal 4-Way[image: External link] tag team match for the WWE Tag Team Championship[31]
	11:43



	4
	Baron Corbin defeated Dolph Ziggler
	Singles match[image: External link][32]
	12:25



	5
	Charlotte and Dana Brooke defeated Natalya and Becky Lynch
	Tag team match[33]
	7:00



	6
	Apollo Crews defeated Sheamus
	Singles match[42]
	8:36



	7
	AJ Styles defeated John Cena
	Singles match[43]
	24:10



	8
	Dean Ambrose defeated Alberto Del Rio, Cesaro, Chris Jericho, Kevin Owens, and Sami Zayn
	Money in the Bank ladder match for a WWE World Heavyweight Championship match contract[44]
	21:38



	9
	Rusev (c) (with Lana) defeated Titus O'Neil by submission
	Singles match for the WWE United States Championship[45]
	8:30



	10
	Seth Rollins defeated Roman Reigns (c)
	Singles match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[46]
	26:00



	11
	Dean Ambrose defeated Seth Rollins (c)
	Singles match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[46]

This was Ambrose's Money in the Bank cash-in match
	0:09



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match

	P – indicates the match took place on the pre-show











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of WWE Network events

	List of WWE pay-per-view events




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Don’t miss Money in the Bank 2016 tickets, on sale this Friday"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 7, 2016.


	
^ Shields, Brian; Sullivan, Kevin (2009). WWE: History of WrestleMania. p. 59.


	
^ Grabianowski, Ed. "How Pro Wrestling Works"[image: External link]. HowStuffWorks, Inc. Discovery Communications. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 18 November 2013. Retrieved 5 March 2012.


	
^ "Live & Televised Entertainment"[image: External link]. WWE. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 18 November 2013. Retrieved 21 March 2012.


	
^ "Seth Rollins suffers knee injury, new WWE World Heavyweight Champion to be crowned at Survivor Series"[image: External link]. WWE. November 5, 2015. Retrieved November 5, 2015.


	
^ a b c d Caldwell, James (May 22, 2016). "5/22 WWE Extreme Rules PPV Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved May 22, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e Caldwell, James. "5/23 WWE Raw TV Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved May 23, 2016.


	
^ Powell, Jason. "Powell’s WWE Extreme Rules Hit List"[image: External link]. prowrestling.net. Retrieved 7 June 2016.


	
^ Oster, Aaron. "Seth Rollins returns at Extreme Rules"[image: External link]. The Baltimore Sun. Retrieved 7 June 2016.


	
^ Hamlin, Jeff. "WWE Raw Live Results: Seth Rollins Returns; Extreme Rules Fallout"[image: External link]. f4wonline.com. Retrieved 7 June 2016.


	
^ a b c d e Caldwell, James. "5/30 WWE Raw Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live TV Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 3, 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "It’s official – Franchise vs. Franchise at Money in the Bank PPV"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 3, 2016.


	
^ a b c Tedesco, Mike (13 June 2016). "WWE Raw Results – 6/13/16 (Live results in New Orleans, go-home for MITB, Ambrose Asylum with Shield reunion)"[image: External link]. Wrestleview. Retrieved 17 June 2016.


	
^ a b c d Parks, Greg. "5/26 WWE Smackdown Results – Parks’s Complete Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved May 27, 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "5/1 WWE Payback Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved May 1, 2016.


	
^ "Enzo Amore suffers concussion at WWE Payback"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved May 3, 2016.


	
^ a b Caldwell, James. "5/2 WWE Raw Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live TV Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved May 3, 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "6/6 WWE Raw Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live TV Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 7, 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "MITB update – U.S. Title match official for Money in the Bank PPV"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 8, 2016.


	
^ Parks, Greg. "6/2 WWE Smackdown – Parks’s Complete, Real-Time Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 13, 2016.


	
^ a b Parks, Greg. "6/9 WWE Smackdown – Parks’s Complete, Real-Time Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 13, 2016.


	
^ a b c d Caldwell, James. "WWE changes MITB PPV line-up – two new pre-show matches"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 17, 2016.


	
^ Parks, Greg. "4/14 WWE Smackdown – Parks’s Complete, Real-Time Report"[image: External link]. PWTorch.com. Retrieved 16 April 2016.


	
^ Parks, Greg (April 28, 2016). "4/28 WWE Smackdown Results – Parks’s Complete Report"[image: External link]. PWTorch.com. Retrieved June 18, 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "5/9 WWE Raw Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live TV Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved May 10, 2016.


	
^ Parks, Greg. "5/12 WWE Smackdown – Parks’s Complete, Real-Time Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved May 17, 2016.


	
^ Tedesco, Mike. "WWE RAW Results – 5/16/16 (Live from Greensboro, The Usos vs. Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, Extreme Rules)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved May 17, 2016.


	
^ a b Benigno, Anthony. "The Golden Truth def. Breezango (Kickoff Match)"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l Caldwell, James. "6/19 WWE MITB PPV Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ a b Passero, Mitch. "Lucha Dragons def. The Dudley Boyz (Kickoff Match)"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ a b Wortman, James. "WWE Tag Team Champions The New Day def. Enzo Amore & Big Cass, Luke Gallows & Karl Anderson and The Vaudevillains"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ a b Clapp, John. "Baron Corbin def. Dolph Ziggler"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ a b Laboon, Jeff. "Charlotte & Dana Brooke def. Natalya & Becky Lynch"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ Meltzer, Dave. "WWE Money in the Bank live results: Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins; AJ Styles vs. John Cena"[image: External link]. Wrestling Observer. Retrieved 20 June 2016.


	
^ Namako, Jason. "WWE Money in the Bank results – 6/19/16"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved 20 June 2016.


	
^ Oster, Aaron (20 June 2016). "Dean Ambrose leaves Vegas as champ at Money in the Bank"[image: External link]. The Baltimore Sun. Retrieved 21 June 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "6/20 WWE Raw Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live TV Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved June 20, 2016.


	
^ "Roman Reigns suspended"[image: External link]. WWE. June 21, 2016. Retrieved June 21, 2016.


	
^ "Talent Wellness Program Summary"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved 22 June 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "Roman Reigns suspended for Wellness Violation"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved 22 June 2016.


	
^ Maglio, Tony. "Roman Reigns Violated WWE Health Policy, So Why Did He Fight Anyway?"[image: External link]. TheWrap. Retrieved 6 July 2016.


	
^ Taylor, Scott. "Apollo Crews def. Sheamus"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ Murphy, Ryan. "AJ Styles def. John Cena"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ Powers, Kevin. "Dean Ambrose won the Money in the Bank Ladder Match"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ Burdick, Michael. "United States Champion Rusev def. Titus O'Neil"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.


	
^ a b Benigno, Anthony. "Seth Rollins def. WWE World Heavyweight Champion Roman Reigns; Dean Ambrose cashed in his Money in the Bank contract to become WWE World Heavyweight Champion"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved June 19, 2016.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Money in the Bank Official Website[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	2016 in professional wrestling[image: External link]

	WWE Money in the Bank[image: External link]

	Professional wrestling in Nevada[image: External link]

	2016 in Nevada[image: External link]

	2016 WWE Network events[image: External link]

	T-Mobile Arena[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 13 June 2017, at 17:50.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Money in the Bank (2016): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Money_in_the_Bank_(2016) [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Money_in_the_Bank_(2016) [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Football career

	2 Professional wrestling career

	3 Other media

	4 Filmography

	5 Persona and reception

	6 Personal life

	7 In wrestling

	8 Championships and accomplishments

	9 References

	10 External links





Roman Reigns






Leati Joseph "Joe" Anoaʻi (born May 25, 1985)[4] is an American professional wrestler, former professional Canadian football[image: External link] player and a member of the Anoaʻi family[image: External link].[3] He is signed to WWE, where he performs on the Raw brand[image: External link] under the ring name[image: External link] Roman Reigns.[2]

After playing collegiate football[image: External link] for Georgia Tech[image: External link], Anoaʻi started his professional football career with brief off-season stints with the Minnesota Vikings[image: External link] and Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) in 2007. He then played a full season for the Canadian Football League[image: External link]'s (CFL) Edmonton Eskimos[image: External link] in 2008 before his release and retirement from football.

Anoaʻi then pursued a career in professional wrestling and was signed by WWE in 2010, reporting to their developmental territory[image: External link] Florida Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (FCW). As Roman Reigns, he made his main roster debut in November 2012 alongside Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins as The Shield[image: External link]. The trio teamed together until June 2014, after which Reigns entered singles competition. Reigns is a three-time[image: External link] WWE World Heavyweight Champion, a one-time[image: External link] United States Champion, a one-time[image: External link] WWE Tag Team Champion (with Rollins), the 2015 Royal Rumble[image: External link] winner and the 2014 Superstar of the Year[image: External link]. He also tied the WWE record for most eliminations in a Survivor Series elimination match with four in the 2013 event[image: External link] and set the record for most eliminations in a Royal Rumble match with 12 in the 2014 event[image: External link].

Since 2014, WWE has attempted to establish Reigns as their next "face of the company[image: External link]".[5] Reigns has headlined[image: External link] multiple major WWE pay-per-view events, including the last three WrestleManias ( 31[image: External link], 32 and 33[image: External link]) – scoring wins over Triple H[image: External link] and The Undertaker[image: External link]. However, Reigns' ascendancy as a world title[image: External link]-chasing/holding heroic underdog[image: External link] has been marked by critics' disapproval and overwhelmingly negative crowd reactions. He was consequently named 2016's "Most Hated Wrestler of the Year[image: External link]" by Pro Wrestling Illustrated[image: External link], becoming the first babyface wrestler to have been recognized as such,[6] as well as the "Most Overrated[image: External link]" by Wrestling Observer Newsletter.[7]
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 Football career




Anoaʻi played football for three years at Pensacola Catholic High School[image: External link] and one year at Escambia High School[image: External link]. In his senior year, he was named Defensive Player of the Year by the Pensacola News Journal[image: External link].[4] He then attended Georgia Institute of Technology[image: External link], where he was a member of the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets football[image: External link] team along with Calvin Johnson[image: External link], who later became a wide receiver[image: External link] in the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL).[4] Anoa'i was a three-year starter beginning in his sophomore[image: External link] year and was also one of the team captains as a senior[image: External link].[4] Anoa'i was named to the first-team All-Atlantic Coast Conference[image: External link] (ACC) after recording twenty-nine tackles for loss and twelve sacks in 2006.[10]

After going undrafted in the 2007 NFL draft[image: External link], Anoa'i was signed by the Minnesota Vikings[image: External link] in May 2007, but was released later that month.[8][11] The Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link] signed him in August 2007, only to release Anoa'i less than a week later before the start of the 2007 NFL season[image: External link].[8]

In 2008, Anoaʻi was signed by the Edmonton Eskimos[image: External link] of the Canadian Football League (CFL).[9] Wearing the number 99, Anoaʻi played for one season[image: External link] with the Eskimos, featuring in five games, of which he started three.[9][12] Anoaʻi's most notable game came against the Hamilton Tiger-Cats[image: External link] in September, where he tied for the team lead with five tackles and had a forced fumble.[13] Anoa'i was released by the Eskimos on November 10, and proceeded to retire from professional football.[9]
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 World Wrestling Entertainment/WWE
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 Developmental territories (2010–2012)




Anoa'i made his first venture into wrestling in July 2010, when he signed a developmental contract with World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) and was later assigned to their developmental territory[image: External link] Florida Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (FCW).[1] He debuted on September 9, 2010, using the ring name[image: External link] Roman Leakee (often shortened to Leakee), in a loss to Richie Steamboat[image: External link] in a singles match[image: External link].[14] Further losses to Idol Stevens[image: External link] and Wes Brisco[image: External link] ensued,[14] before he gained his first win on September 21 over Fahd Rakman.[14] He continued competing in FCW throughout the remainder of the year, wrestling mainly in tag team matches[image: External link].[14] On the January 16, 2011 episode of FCW[image: External link] television, Leakee was a competitor in a 30-man Grand Royal[image: External link], but was eliminated.[15] Later in 2011, Leakee formed a tag team[image: External link] with Donny Marlow[image: External link] and the pair unsuccessfully challenged Calvin Raines and Big E Langston for the FCW Florida Tag Team Championship[image: External link] on July 8.[16]

In 2012, Leakee pinned[image: External link] FCW Florida Heavyweight Champion[image: External link] Leo Kruger[image: External link] during a tag team match on the January 8 episode of FCW television.[17] On the February 5 episode of FCW television, he defeated Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins in a triple threat match[image: External link] to become the number one contender to the FCW Florida Heavyweight Championship.[18] He failed to win the championship[image: External link] when he lost to then champion Kruger the following week.[19] Leakee later won the FCW Florida Tag Team Championship with Mike Dalton[20][21] and would drop[image: External link] the titles to CJ Parker[image: External link] and Jason Jordan[image: External link] shortly after.[22]

After WWE rebranded[image: External link] FCW to NXT in August 2012,[23] Anoaʻi, with the new ring name of Roman Reigns and a villain character, made his debut on the October 31 episode of NXT[image: External link] by defeating CJ Parker.[24] After defeating Chase Donovan two weeks later,[25] Reigns wrestled his last match on the December 5 episode of NXT by defeating Gavin Reids.[26]
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 The Shield (2012–2014)




Main article: The Shield[image: External link]


Reigns made his main roster television debut as on November 18 at Survivor Series[image: External link] alongside Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins, assaulting Ryback[image: External link] during the triple threat main event[image: External link] for the WWE Championship, allowing CM Punk[image: External link] to retain the title.[27] The trio declared themselves The Shield and vowed to rally against "injustice", while also denying working for Punk, even though they would routinely emerge from the crowd to attack Punk's adversaries, including Ryback and WWE Tag Team Champions Team Hell No[image: External link] (Daniel Bryan[image: External link] and Kane[image: External link]).[28][29][30][31] This led to a six-man tag team[image: External link] Tables, Ladders, and Chairs match[image: External link] at TLC: Tables, Ladders & Chairs[image: External link] on December 16, in which Reigns, Ambrose and Rollins defeated Team Hell No and Ryback in their debut match.[32] The Shield continued to aid Punk in January 2013, attacking both Ryback and The Rock[image: External link].[33][34] On the January 28 episode of Raw, it was revealed that Punk and his manager[image: External link] Paul Heyman[image: External link] had been paying The Shield and Brad Maddox[image: External link] to work for them.[35]

The Shield then indistinctly ended their association with Punk while beginning a feud[image: External link] with John Cena, Ryback and Sheamus that directed to a six-man tag match on February 17 at Elimination Chamber[image: External link], which The Shield won.[36][37][38] The Shield had their first Raw match the following night, where they gained success against Ryback, Sheamus and Chris Jericho.[39] Sheamus then formed an alliance with Randy Orton[image: External link] and Big Show[image: External link] to face the trio on April 7 at WrestleMania 29[image: External link], where The Shield emerged victorious in their first WrestleMania match.[40][41] The following night on Raw, The Shield attempted to attack The Undertaker[image: External link], but they were stopped by Team Hell No.[42] This set up a six-man tag team match on the April 22 episode of Raw, which The Shield won.[43] On the May 13 episode of Raw, The Shield's undefeated streak in televised six-man tag team matches ended in a disqualification[image: External link] loss in an elimination tag team match[image: External link] against Cena, Kane and Bryan.[44]

On May 19 at Extreme Rules[image: External link], Reigns and Rollins defeated Team Hell No in a tornado tag team match[image: External link] to win the WWE Tag Team Championship.[45] They made their first televised title defense on the May 27 episode of Raw, defeating Team Hell No in a rematch.[46] On the June 14 episode of SmackDown, The Shield's unpinned[image: External link]/ unsubmitted[image: External link] streak in televised six-man tag team matches came to an end at the hands of Team Hell No and Randy Orton, when Bryan submitted Rollins.[47][48] Reigns and Rollins defeated Bryan and Orton at Payback[image: External link] to retain the WWE Tag Team Championship.[49] Further successful title defenses followed against The Usos[image: External link] on July 14 during the Money in the Bank pre-show and The Prime Time Players[image: External link] (Darren Young[image: External link] and Titus O'Neil) on September 15 at Night of Champions[image: External link].[50][51] On the September 23 episode of Raw, Reigns was pinned for the first time while on the main roster courtesy of The Usos when The Shield participated in and lost an eleven-on-three handicap[image: External link] elimination match[image: External link].[52]

In August, The Shield began working for chief operating officer[image: External link] Triple H[image: External link] and The Authority[image: External link].[53][54] On the October 14 episode of Raw, Reigns and Rollins lost the WWE Tag Team Championship to Cody Rhodes[image: External link] and[image: External link] Goldust in a no disqualification match[image: External link], following interference from Big Show.[55] At Hell in a Cell[image: External link] on October 27, Reigns and Rollins failed to regain the tag team title in a triple threat tag team match.[56] The first seeds of dissension were sown in The Shield (especially between Ambrose and Reigns) with Ambrose's boasting of being the only member left with a championship.[57] At Survivor Series[image: External link] on November 24, Reigns was the sole survivor for his team in the traditional five-on-five elimination tag team match[image: External link] after eliminating four opponents.[58] After losing to Punk in a handicap match at TLC: Tables, Ladders & Chairs[image: External link] on December 15,[59] Reigns defeated Punk in a singles match following a distraction from Ambrose on the January 6, 2014 special episode[image: External link] of Raw Old School, making him the only member of The Shield to have beaten Punk.[60] On January 26, 2014, Reigns entered the Royal Rumble[image: External link] match[image: External link] at number 15 and set the record for most eliminations in a single Royal Rumble with 12, as he eliminated both his Shield teammates, and was the runner-up in the match after being eliminated by Batista[image: External link].[61][62] The next night on Raw, The Shield competed in a six-man tag team match against Daniel Bryan, Sheamus and John Cena, with all three members of the winning team qualifying for the Elimination Chamber[image: External link] match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship, which The Shield lost via disqualification after The Wyatt Family[image: External link] interfered and attacked Cena, Bryan and Sheamus.[63] The Shield wanted revenge and a six-man tag team match for The Shield against The Wyatt Family on February 24 at the Elimination Chamber[image: External link] pay-per-view was arranged, in which The Shield lost.[64] Despite more dispute,[65] The Shield recounciled in March.[66]

In March, The Shield came out to seemingly attack Jerry Lawler, only to attack Kane instead, turning all three men into fan favorites in the process.[67] Over the next few weeks, The Shield continued exchanging assaults with Kane, who was joined by The New Age Outlaws[image: External link] (Billy Gunn[image: External link] and Road Dogg[image: External link]), leading to a match between the two teams on April 6 at WrestleMania XXX[image: External link], which The Shield won.[68] The feud with Kane also prompted The Shield to sever ties with Triple H, who reformed Evolution[image: External link] to counter them.[69] In May, The Shield defeated Evolution at both Extreme Rules[image: External link] and Payback[image: External link].[70][71] After Batista "quit" WWE the following night on Raw, Triple H initiated his "plan B" which involved Rollins turning[image: External link] on The Shield and aligning himself with Triple H and The Authority.[72]
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 Controversial rise to main event status (2014–2015)




After the dissolution of The Shield in June 2014, Reigns (now a singles wrestler) was quickly inserted into world title contention that month and he headlined the next two pay-per-view events.[73] The first when, two weeks after Rollins' betrayal, Reigns won a battle royal[image: External link] on the June 16 episode of Raw to gain a spot in the vacant[image: External link] WWE World Heavyweight Championship ladder match on June 17 at Money in the Bank,[74] but failed to win the title during the main event match.[75] The second was July 20's Battleground[image: External link], where Reigns again unsuccessfully challenged for the world title[image: External link], this time in a fatal four-way[image: External link] main event match (also involving Kane, Randy Orton and defending champion John Cena).[76] The following night on Raw, Reigns started a feud with Randy Orton, which led to a match between the two on August 17 at SummerSlam[image: External link], where Reigns defeated Orton.[77] Meanwhile, Reigns' former teammates Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins had been feuding over Rollins' betrayal, with Rollins beating Ambrose in five matches and ultimately injuring Ambrose in the storyline.[75][76][77][78][79] This led to a feud between Rollins and Reigns, where a singles match was set up for Night of Champions[image: External link] on September 21, even though six days before the pay-per-view event he cleanly[image: External link] defeated Rollins in a singles match on Raw.[80] Then Reigns developed a legitimate[image: External link] incarcerated hernia[image: External link] which required surgery a day or two prior to Night of Champions and, as a result, Rollins was declared the winner via forfeit[image: External link], while Reigns was ruled out of action indefinitely.[81][82]

Reigns returned to WWE television on the December 8 episode of Raw, accepting the 2014 "Superstar of the Year" Slammy Award[image: External link].[84] On December 14 at TLC: Tables, Ladders & Chairs[image: External link], when Big Show interfered in John Cena's match against Seth Rollins, Reigns attacked both Big Show and Rollins, helping Cena win.[85] This started a feud between Reigns and Big Show,[86] in which Reigns defeated him multiple times by countout[image: External link][87] and disqualification.[88] On January 25, 2015, Reigns, entering at number 19, won the 2015 Royal Rumble[image: External link] match by eliminating the other entrants in the final four: Big Show, Kane and lastly Rusev.[89] The following night on Raw, Reigns acknowledged being part of the Anoaʻi family[image: External link] for the first time on WWE television.[90] Former WWE writer Kevin Eck said that WWE executives Vince McMahon[image: External link] and Triple H initially (when Reigns was still part of The Shield) refused to acknowledge Reigns' Samoan heritage as they thought it would damage Reigns' mystique.[91] On the February 2 episode of Raw, Reigns suffered his first pinfall[image: External link] loss in a singles match on the main roster when Big Show defeated him after interference from Rollins.[92][93] Reigns was then forced to defend his WrestleMania title shot against Daniel Bryan in the main event of Fastlane[image: External link] on February 22 and succeeded in doing so after beating Bryan via pinfall.[94][95] Post-Fastlane, Bryan and Paul Heyman endorsed Reigns with "two shockingly transparent promos... attempting to illustrate Reigns' greatness".[96] On March 29 at WrestleMania 31[image: External link], Seth Rollins cashed in his Money in the Bank contract[image: External link] while Reigns' main event match with Brock Lesnar[image: External link] was in progress, turning it into a triple threat, which Reigns lost when he was pinned by Rollins.[97]

In April, Reigns re-ignited his feud with Big Show, which culminated on April 26 in a Last Man Standing match[image: External link] at Extreme Rules[image: External link], where Reigns defeated Show.[98] On May 17 at Payback[image: External link], Reigns once again failed to win the world title from Rollins in a fatal four-way main event that also involved Orton and Ambrose.[99] On June 14 at Money in the Bank, Reigns competed in the Money in the Bank ladder match, which he failed to win after Bray Wyatt[image: External link] interfered and attacked him.[100] On July 17 at Battleground[image: External link], Wyatt defeated Reigns after former Wyatt Family member Luke Harper[image: External link] attacked Reigns.[101][102] On the August 6 episode of SmackDown, Wyatt accepted Reigns' challenge to a tag team match at SummerSlam[image: External link], with Reigns and Ambrose facing Wyatt and Harper.[103] Reigns pinned Wyatt at the event on August 23[104] and the following night on Raw in a rematch, which ended via disqualification after Reigns and Ambrose were attacked by Wyatt's new ally, the debuting Braun Strowman[image: External link].[105] On September 20 at Night of Champions[image: External link], Reigns and Ambrose teamed with Chris Jericho, but were defeated by Wyatt, Harper and Strowman.[106] The feud between Reigns and Wyatt ended after their Hell in a Cell[image: External link] match at the Hell in a Cell[image: External link] pay-per-view event on October 25, in which Reigns was victorious.[107][108]
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 WWE World Heavyweight Champion (2015–2016)




On the October 26 episode of Raw, Reigns won a fatal four-way match (also involving Alberto Del Rio, Dolph Ziggler and Kevin Owens) to become the number one contender for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship.[109][110] However, then champion Seth Rollins legitimately injured his knee on November 4 and vacated the title the following day, which led to a tournament to crown a new champion.[111] Following this, Triple H attempted to persuade Reigns into joining The Authority by offering him a bye into the tournament finals which Reigns declined.[112] He then defeated Big Show in the first round,[112] Cesaro[image: External link] in the quarterfinals,[113] Alberto Del Rio in the semifinals[114] and Dean Ambrose in the finals at Survivor Series[image: External link] on November 22 to win the WWE World Heavyweight Championship for the first time.[115] Triple H attempted to offer congratulations, but Reigns hit him with a spear[image: External link] and Sheamus then cashed in his Money in the Bank contract and pinned Reigns, thus ending Reigns' reign at only 5 minutes.[116][117] Reigns then failed to regain the title from Sheamus in a Tables, Ladders and Chairs match at TLC: Tables, Ladders & Chairs[image: External link] following interference on Sheamus's behalf by fellow League of Nations[image: External link] members Alberto Del Rio and Rusev, but subsequently Reigns would attack the trio and also Triple H, who came out to stop him.[118] The next night on the December 14 episode of Raw, Mr. McMahon[image: External link] granted Reigns a title rematch against Sheamus, with Reigns' career on the line, and after overcoming McMahon, Del Rio and Rusev's interferences, Reigns defeated Sheamus and regained the WWE World Heavyweight Championship.[119] On the January 4, 2016 episode of Raw, Reigns successfully defended his title against Sheamus, despite McMahon acting as the special guest referee[image: External link].[120] Reigns was then slated to defend his title in the Royal Rumble match on January 24, where Reigns scored a total of five eliminations after entering first, heading backstage for much of the match after an attack by The League of Nations and was eliminated upon his return by eventual winner Triple H, thus losing the world title and lasting nearly an hour (the longest out of everyone in the match).[121] At Fastlane on February 22, Reigns pinned Dean Ambrose in a triple threat match also involving Brock Lesnar to receive a WWE World Heavyweight Championship match against Triple H at WrestleMania 32 on April 3,[122] where he defeated Triple H in the main event to become the WWE World Heavyweight Champion for a third time.[123] Earlier in March 2016, Reigns changed his ring entrance to the entrance ramp (a default like other wrestlers) instead of coming out through the crowd.[124] For this third world title reign, Reigns had two successful televised title defenses in May against AJ Styles, first at Payback[125] and then Extreme Rules.[126] Right after the Extreme Rules match[image: External link] against Styles on May 22, Reigns was attacked by a returning Seth Rollins.[127] Near the end of his reign, the 2.03 TV rating[image: External link] for the June 13 episode of Raw which he appeared in was the lowest since March 3, 1997.[128][129] At Money in the Bank on June 19, Reigns was defeated cleanly by Rollins marking his first clean loss on the main roster, ending his title reign at 77 days.[130] On June 21, Anoaʻi was suspended for 30 days for his first violation of WWE's Wellness Program[image: External link] and, in response, he apologized on Twitter.[131] WWE's Wellness Program uses drug testing to detect substance abuse.[132] Pro Wrestling Torch and TheWrap reported that WWE knew of Anoaʻi's violation before Money in the Bank, leading to Reigns being scripted to lose his world title at the event.[133][134]
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 United States Champion and various feuds (2016–present)




On July 19 at the 2016 WWE draft[image: External link], Reigns was drafted to the Raw brand[image: External link].[135] Despite Reigns' suspension, WWE continued to advertise Reigns as part of the Battleground main event,[136] and went on to acknowledge Reigns' suspension on television.[137] On July 24 at Battleground, Reigns made his televised return, facing Rollins and Dean Ambrose (whom Rollins dropped[image: External link] the title to at Money in the Bank after Ambrose cashed-in his Money in the Bank contract) for the now-renamed WWE Championship,[138][139] but Ambrose successfully retained the championship when he pinned Reigns in a clean finish.[140] The following night on Raw, Reigns also failed to contend for the newly announced WWE Universal Championship[image: External link] against Rollins at SummerSlam, as he lost to the debuting Finn Bálor[image: External link] after earlier winning a fatal four-way match that involved Chris Jericho, Sami Zayn and Sheamus.[141] On the August 1 episode Raw, Reigns confronted Rusev,[142] then on the August 8 episode of Raw, after interrupting Rusev and Lana's wedding celebration, Reigns challenged him for the United States Championship, at which Rusev initially declined, but Raw General Manager[image: External link] Mick Foley[image: External link] scheduled Rusev to defend the United States Championship against Reigns at SummerSlam.[143] At the event on August 21, Reigns and Rusev brawled before the match began, leading to the match being declared a no contest[image: External link].[144] After Rusev cost Reigns the opportunity of becoming the number one contender for the WWE Universal Championship,[145] Reigns would defeat Rusev at Clash of Champions on September 25 to win the United States Championship,[146] and after weeks of brawling he successfully retained the title against Rusev in a Hell in a Cell[image: External link] match at the titular event on October 30 to end their feud.[147] Reigns was later announced as a member for Team Raw in the traditional Survivor Series elimination tag team match on November 20 alongside Kevin Owens, Chris Jericho, former Shield brother[image: External link] Seth Rollins and Braun Strowman which Team Raw lost after Reigns was the last man to be eliminated by Bray Wyatt.[148] On the November 28 episode of Raw, Reigns challenged WWE Universal Champion Kevin Owens to a non-title match which Reigns won and per the pre-match stipulation,[149] Reigns faced Owens for the WWE Universal Championship at Roadblock: End of the Line on December 18, but lost via disqualification when Chris Jericho attacked Owens to prevent Reigns from winning the title.[150] On the January 9, 2017 episode of Raw, Reigns lost the United States Championship to Jericho in a handicap match also involving Owens.[151] This led to a no disqualification rematch with Owens at the Royal Rumble[image: External link] on January 29 that saw Jericho being suspended above the ring in a shark cage[image: External link],[152] where Reigns lost after Braun Strowman interfered.[153] Later on the event, Reigns entered at number 30 in the Royal Rumble match, eliminating Bray Wyatt, Chris Jericho and The Undertaker before being last eliminated by Randy Orton.[154] At Fastlane[image: External link] on March 5, Reigns defeated Strowman, becoming the first person to pin Strowman since joining the main roster.[155][156]

The following night on Raw, Reigns was called out to the ring by Strowman, but instead was answered by The Undertaker, who attacked Reigns (who came out to confront Undertaker after Strowman left the ring) with a chokeslam[image: External link].[157] This led to a No Holds Barred match[image: External link] between Reigns and Undertaker at WrestleMania 33[image: External link] on April 2,[158] which Reigns won in his third consecutive WrestleMania main event and Undertaker's final match.[159] This win also made Reigns only one of two wrestlers to defeat Undertaker at WrestleMania, the other being Brock Lesnar at WrestleMania XXX.[160] The next night on Raw, Reigns opened the show to ten minutes of severe boos and chants from the crowd[image: External link], attempting to stop him from speaking, before simply stating "This is my yard now" and leaving the ring.[161][162] Reigns then resumed his feud with Strowman, who attacked him in front of Michael Cole[image: External link] and, after medical personnel put him inside an ambulance, Strowman pushed it over.[163] An "injured" Reigns returned to face Strowman at Payback[image: External link] on April 30,[164] but was defeated and afterwards further assaulted with steel steps by Strowman.[165][166][167]
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 Other media




Reigns made his video game[image: External link] debut in WWE 2K14[image: External link][168] and has since appeared as a playable character in WWE 2K15[image: External link],[169] WWE 2K16[image: External link][170] and WWE 2K17[image: External link].[171]

Reigns has frequently appeared on Xavier Woods' YouTube channel UpUpDownDown as "The Merchandise".[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2016
	Countdown[image: External link]
	Himself
	Uncredited cameo
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	Total Divas[image: External link]
	Himself
	1 episode



	2015
	Conan[image: External link]
	Himself
	



	2016
	Good Morning America[image: External link]
	Himself
	January 7
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 Web






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2015
	WWE 24
	Himself
	Documentary about Reigns, his family and his experience at WrestleMania 31[image: External link]



	2016
	Unfiltered
	Himself
	Interview show with Renee Young



	2016
	WWE 24
	Himself
	Documentary about the experiences of various performers at WrestleMania 31



	2016–present
	UpUpDownDown
	Himself/The Merchandise
	Regular appearances
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 Persona and reception




Main article: Persona and reception of Roman Reigns


Reigns debuted on the company's main roster in November 2012 (having performed in its developmental system from 2010) as part of stable[image: External link] The Shield and during this time his character[image: External link] was well received by critics.[172][173][174] During 2014 Royal Rumble match, the live crowd cheered for Reigns over eventual winner Batista, despite Reigns being a villain character.[175][176]

Following The Shield's break-up in 2014, Reigns (unlike the other former Shield members) retained much of The Shield's aesthetic and his popularity amongst fans and critics declined.[177][178][179][180] Various critics raised concerns that Reigns, despite being "not fully ready", was "being pushed[image: External link] too hard, too soon[image: External link]" while WWE tried to make him their next "flagship star", "no matter how fans reacted" negatively.[181][182][183][184] In a reversal from the previous year's Royal Rumble, Reigns was booed heavily after his victory despite portraying a heroic character at the 2015 Royal Rumble.[185][186] After chasing the WWE World Heavyweight Championship unsuccessfully throughout 2015, critics described WWE presenting Reigns' character as a "hard-luck underdog" chasing the world title,[187] with WWE having "spent an overwhelming amount of time" on Reigns, "bending over backwards to create new obstacles for him to overcome", "at the expense of almost everyone else on the roster".[188]

With WWE unrelenting in their multi-year effort trying to establish Reigns as a mega-star,[189] Reigns was booed at various WWE events, most notably at major pay-per-view events (where he wrestled in the main event in) such as 2015's WrestleMania 31,[190] 2016's Royal Rumble and WrestleMania 32,[191][192] as well as the 2017's Royal Rumble.[193] As a result, critics observed WWE's repeated attempts to edit out and conceal hostile fan responses in 2015–2017,[194][195][196][197][198] while Reigns was named as 2016's "Most Hated Wrestler of the Year[image: External link]" by Pro Wrestling Illustrated[image: External link], becoming the first babyface wrestler to have been recognized as such.[6] In 2016, WWE Hall of Famers[image: External link] Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], Rikishi[image: External link] and Hulk Hogan[image: External link] have encouraged WWE to turn the Reigns character into a villain[199][200][201] and after his suspension Yahoo! TV[image: External link] also urged WWE to "quit pretending he's some kind of lovable underdog" with a villainous turn.[202]

In February 2017, Dave Meltzer wrote that WWE's push of Reigns "will never end. Isn't that obvious by now".[203] A month later, Meltzer reported that WWE's long term plans ("which obviously could change") for 2018's WrestleMania 34[image: External link] was to "once again build for a year and have the big coronation" for Reigns, who would be a babyface (the heroic character) "between now and then" and beat Brock Lesnar for the WWE Universal title "to fully replace John Cena as the lead babyface of the company".[204] In a 2017 ESPN[image: External link] interview, Anoa'i said he did not view his boos "as a negative", but as "motivation". Anoa'i elaborated, "[...] thousands of people are screaming, booing at the top of their lungs, and I'm the center of attention, so I must be doing something right".[205]
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 Personal life




Anoaʻi is half Samoan[image: External link] and half Italian[image: External link].[206] Both his father, Sika Anoaʻi[image: External link], and his brother, Rosey[image: External link] who died on April 17, 2017, were professional wrestlers.[12] As a member of the Anoaʻi family, he is a cousin to former professional wrestlers Yokozuna[image: External link], Rikishi, Umaga[image: External link], The Tonga Kid[image: External link] and first cousin once-removed to The Usos and The Rock ( non-biological[image: External link]).[12][207]

Anoaʻi married Galina Joelle Becker in early December 2014.[208] He has a daughter, with whom he appeared in a public service announcement[image: External link] in June 2014.[209][210]

At the Georgia Institute of Technology, Anoaʻi majored[image: External link] in management[image: External link].[4] He is a Catholic[image: External link] and uses the sign of the cross every time he enters the ring.[4]

Anoaʻi considers Bret Hart[image: External link] his wrestling idol.[211]
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 In wrestling





	
Finishing moves

	
As Roman Leakee

	
Checkmate (Spinning bulldog[image: External link])[212][213][214]






	
As Roman Reigns

	
Moment of Silence[215] ( FCW[image: External link])[216] (Belly-to-back side slam[image: External link]) (NXT)[217] – used as a signature move in WWE[218][219][220]


	
Spear[image: External link], with theatrics[221][222][223]










	
Signature moves

	
Drive By[224] (Running front dropkick[image: External link] from the floor to the head of an opponent draped over the bottom rope[image: External link])[220][221][222]


	
Leaping clothesline[image: External link][221]


	Multiple corner clotheslines[image: External link][225][226][227]


	
Niagara Bomb[228][229][230] (Sitout crucifix powerbomb[image: External link])[231][232][233][234]


	
Palm strike[image: External link] to an opponent's chin, often used as a diving attack counter[235]


	
Roll-up[image: External link] lifted into a sitout powerbomb[image: External link][236][237]


	
Samoan drop[image: External link][221]


	
Superman punch[image: External link], with theatrics[220][221][238][239]


	
Tilt-a-whirl slam[image: External link][240][241][235][242]






	
Nicknames[image: External link]

	
"The Big Dog"[243]


	"The Enforcer of The Shield[244]


	"First Class"[245]


	
"The Guy"[246]


	
"The Juggernaut"[247][248]


	The Muscle of The Shield[249]


	
"The Powerhouse"[250]


	"The Thoroughbred"[251]






	
Entrance themes[image: External link]

	"Special Op" by Jim Johnston (November 18, 2012 – June 2, 2014; used while a part of The Shield; December 18, 2016; used one night only)[252]


	
"The Truth Reigns" by Jim Johnston (June 16, 2014–present)[253]
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 Championships and accomplishments
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 Collegiate football





	
National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link]

	First-team All- ACC[image: External link] (2006)[image: External link][4]
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 Professional wrestling





	
Florida Championship Wrestling[image: External link]

	
FCW Florida Tag Team Championship[image: External link] (1 time[image: External link]) – with Mike Dalton[20][21]






	
Pro Wrestling Illustrated[image: External link]

	
Most Hated Wrestler of the Year[image: External link] (2016)[6]


	
Most Improved Wrestler of the Year[image: External link] (2015)[254]


	
Tag Team of the Year[image: External link] (2013) with Seth Rollins[255]


	Ranked No. 1 of the top 500 singles wrestlers in the PWI 500[image: External link] in 2016[256]






	
Wrestling Observer Newsletter[image: External link]

	
Most Improved[image: External link] (2013)[172]


	
Most Overrated[image: External link] (2016)[7]


	
Tag Team of the Year[image: External link] (2013) with Seth Rollins[172]






	
WWE

	
WWE Tag Team Championship (1 time[image: External link]) – with Seth Rollins[257]


	
WWE United States Championship (1 time[image: External link])[258]


	
WWE World Heavyweight Championship (3 times[image: External link])[119]


	
Royal Rumble ( 2015[image: External link])[259]


	
WWE World Heavyweight Championship Tournament (2015)[image: External link][115]


	
Slammy Awards[image: External link] (7 times)[260]

	Breakout Star of the Year ( 2013[image: External link]) with Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins as The Shield[image: External link][261]


	Extreme Moment of the Year ( 2015[image: External link]) – Post- TLC[image: External link] rampage[262]


	Faction of the Year (2013, 2014[image: External link]) with Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins as The Shield[263]


	Superstar of the Year (2014)[84]


	Trending Now (Hashtag) of the Year (2013) – #BelieveInTheShield with Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins as The Shield[261]


	"What a Maneuver" of the Year (2013) – Spear[image: External link][261]
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Theme Music






Not to be confused with Theme (music)[image: External link].

Theme music is a piece[image: External link] that is often written specifically for a radio program[image: External link], television program[image: External link], video game[image: External link] or movie[image: External link], and usually played during the intro[image: External link], opening credits[image: External link] and/or ending credits[image: External link].[1]

The phrase theme song or signature tune may also be used to refer to a signature song[image: External link] that has become especially associated with a particular performer or dignitary; often used as they make an entrance. The purpose of a theme song is often similar to that of a leitmotif[image: External link]. Such songs can also be used in other ways. One author has made extensive use of them in an effort to explore the feelings behind world views[image: External link].[2]
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The purpose of the music is to establish a mood for the show and to provide an audible cue that a particular show is beginning, which was especially useful in the early days of radio (See also interval signal[image: External link]). In some cases, including The Brady Bunch[image: External link], Gilligan's Island[image: External link], The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link], both versions of Land of the Lost ( 1974[image: External link] and 1991[image: External link]), The Nanny[image: External link] and The Beverly Hillbillies[image: External link] the lyrics of the theme song provide some necessary exposition[image: External link] for people unfamiliar with the show.

In addition, some theme music uses orchestra scores or original music set mood for the show, such as the Batman: The Animated Series[image: External link] theme song, which was drawn from the theme for the 1989 Batman film[image: External link] created by Danny Elfman[image: External link] and sets the mood for the cartoon. Another example is Ron Grainer[image: External link]'s theme music for Doctor Who[image: External link]. Other shows use remixes or covers[image: External link] of older songs, such as the theme song of Spider-Man: The Animated Series[image: External link] (1994–1998), which featured a reworked cover of the theme song from the classic Spider-Man cartoon from the 1960s. The song was performed by Aerosmith[image: External link] lead guitarist Joe Perry[image: External link].
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In the early years of radio and television, celebrities often had a signature song[image: External link] associated with them that became their theme music. Such music would be played when a celebrity was about to appear, often played by a band if the celebrity were appearing on the talk show . For example, Bob Hope[image: External link]'s theme song, which almost always preceded his appearance, was Thanks for the Memory[image: External link]. In another example, Lucille Ball[image: External link]'s theme music was Hey, Look Me Over[image: External link]. Other celebrities will have the theme music played for their most notable role; for example, playing the theme from Indiana Jones[image: External link] when Harrison Ford[image: External link] is the guest.

The practice of playing specific theme music for a celebrity extends to modern-day television talk shows. If a talk show guest doesn't have theme music, the band will sometimes provide them one, which can often involve surreptitious messages from the band about the celebrity. For example, when politician Michele Bachmann[image: External link] appeared on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] during her campaign for president, the all-black house band The Roots[image: External link] played the song Lyin' Ass Bitch, as the band supported opposing candidate Barack Obama[image: External link]. This controversy led to Fallon allegedly placing the band on "probation" for such rudeness, although no punishment or upbraiding of the band was demonstrated to the public.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Theme music has been a feature of the majority of television programs since the medium's inception, as it was for the ancestral radio shows that provided their inspiration. Programs have used theme music in a large variety of styles, sometimes adapted from existing tunes, and with some composed specifically for the purpose. A few have been released commercially and become popular hits; examples include the title theme from Rawhide[image: External link], performed and recorded by popular singer Frankie Laine[image: External link]; the theme to Happy Days[image: External link] (from 1974–84), performed by Pratt & McClain[image: External link] (in Top 5, 1976); the theme to Laverne & Shirley[image: External link], performed by Cyndi Grecco[image: External link] (#25, 1976); the theme to Friends[image: External link], "I'll Be There For You"[image: External link], which was a hit for The Rembrandts[image: External link]; the theme from S.W.A.T.[image: External link], which was a hit for Rhythm Heritage[image: External link], the theme song from Pokémon[image: External link] (known as "Pokémon Theme" in the 2.B.A. Master[image: External link] soundtrack), which is a long time hit for Jason Paige[image: External link], and the theme song from Drake & Josh[image: External link], "Found a Way[image: External link]", which was a hit for Drake Bell[image: External link]. The theme song from iCarly[image: External link], "Leave It All To Me[image: External link]", was a hit for Miranda Cosgrove[image: External link] and features her Drake & Josh co-star Drake Bell, hitting number 100 on the Billboard Hot 100. Jan Hammer[image: External link] had a major hit with the theme from Miami Vice[image: External link] in the 1980s. "Theme From Dr. Kildare (Three Stars Will Shine Tonight)[image: External link]", recorded by Richard Chamberlain[image: External link], the star of the television series, was in 1962 a top 10 hit in the U.S. and a top 20 in the UK and Believe It or Not[image: External link], from The Greatest American Hero[image: External link], a #2 hit for Joey Scarbury[image: External link] in 1981. The theme to the anime Baka and Test[image: External link], "Perfect-area Complete!" was a hit for Natsuko Aso[image: External link], peaking at number 18 on the Oricon Singles Chart[image: External link].

Other themes, like the music for The Young and the Restless[image: External link], Days of Our Lives[image: External link], and Coronation Street[image: External link] have become iconic mostly due to the shows' respective longevities. Unlike others, these serials have not strayed from the original theme mix much, if at all, allowing them to be known by multiple generations of television viewers.

In the United Kingdom, iconic sports shows have such strong associations with their theme music that the sports themselves are synonymous with the theme tunes, such as football[image: External link] (Match of the Day[image: External link] theme), cricket[image: External link] (Booker T. & the M.G.'s[image: External link], "Soul Limbo"), motor racing[image: External link] (Roger Barsotti's Motor Sport and the bassline from Fleetwood Mac[image: External link]'s The Chain[image: External link]), tennis[image: External link] (Keith Mansfield[image: External link]'s Light and Tuneful), snooker[image: External link] (Drag Racer[image: External link] by the Doug Wood Band), and skiing[image: External link] (Pop Goes Bach, the theme to Ski Sunday[image: External link]). Themes in the United States that have become associated with a sport include Johnny Pearson[image: External link]'s "Heavy Action[image: External link]" (used for many years as an intro to Monday Night Football[image: External link]), "Roundball Rock[image: External link]" (composed by John Tesh[image: External link] as the theme for the NBA on NBC[image: External link] during the 1990s and early 2000s), "Bugler's Dream[image: External link]" (used in ABC and NBC's coverage of the Olympics[image: External link]) and the theme to ESPN[image: External link]'s sports highlight show, SportsCenter[image: External link]. A notable theme that was once associated with a sport, but because of its popularity, spread network-wide was the NFL on Fox[image: External link] theme, which is now used for MLB on Fox[image: External link] and NASCAR on Fox[image: External link] broadcasts, and is regarded as the network's single theme by October 2010. In Canada, the soaring backbeats of the Hockey Night in Canada[image: External link] theme became so iconic that the piece was sometimes called Canada's "second national anthem." It became something of a national scandal when broadcaster CBC Television lost the rights to use the theme in 2008.[3]

Most television shows have specific, melodic theme music, even if just a few notes (such as the clip of music that fades in and out in the title sequence for Lost[image: External link], or the pulsing sound of helicopter blades in the theme music for Airwolf[image: External link]). One exception is 60 Minutes[image: External link], which features only the ticking hand of a Heuer[image: External link] stopwatch[image: External link]. Another recent exception is Body of Proof[image: External link] which has no theme song, and barely even has a title sequence.
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Notable is the Law & Order[image: External link] series, which started out with one theme song for Law & Order, and remixed it for its four spinoffs (Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link], Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link], Law & Order: Trial by Jury[image: External link] and Law & Order: LA[image: External link]). The related shows Crime & Punishment[image: External link], New York Undercover[image: External link]. Arrest & Trial[image: External link] and Stars Earn Stripes[image: External link] also aired with a remix of the theme.[citation needed[image: External link]]

CSI: NY[image: External link] uses the first strophe of "Baba O'Riley[image: External link]" for its opening sequence, but with a remixed version of the instrumental track.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Radio programs with notable theme music include Just a Minute[image: External link], which uses a high-speed rendition of the Minute Waltz[image: External link] by Frédéric Chopin[image: External link]; The Archers[image: External link], which has Barwick Green[image: External link]; Desert Island Discs[image: External link] which has By the Sleepy Lagoon[image: External link], and The Rush Limbaugh Show[image: External link], which uses the instrumental from "My City Was Gone[image: External link]."

In talk radio[image: External link], a different theme song is often used to introduce each segment, and the music (usually popular music of some sort) will often relate to the topic being discussed. John Batchelor[image: External link] is noted for his use of highly dramatic orchestral scores leading in and out of each segment of his weekly show.
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Main article: Video game music[image: External link]


Many video games feature a theme song that is distinctive to the series. A popular one to date is the Prelude Theme[image: External link] from the Final Fantasy Series[image: External link], which is played on most, if not all, of the title screens of the original games, most notably Final Fantasy I[image: External link] to Final Fantasy IV[image: External link]. The newer ones also feature the theme, albeit usually modernized, and played during the ending credits. [4][5] Also, every Grand Theft Auto game has had a characteristic main theme, with Grand Theft Auto V[image: External link] even having an original score.
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Jim Johnston (composer)






James Alan Johnston (born 1959) is an American music composer who has been working for WWE (formerly WWF) since 1985. His work is often accredited to the names Jim Johnston, James A. Johnston, and James Alan Johnston.
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Johnston's chief role in WWE was providing the soundtrack for WWE programming, in addition to providing musical content for WWE's large output of video games, website content and entrance themes for WWE Superstars and Divas[image: External link]. Johnston achieved fame for producing many of the memorable entrance theme songs[image: External link] for the WWE Superstars, including the likes of The Undertaker[image: External link], The Rock[image: External link], Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], Big Show[image: External link], Mr. McMahon[image: External link] amongst hundreds of other superstars, many of which have been released on commercial albums and through iTunes[image: External link]. Since 2014, CFO$[image: External link] have taken over responsibility for creating entrance themes and musical content for WWE's television output. This was done at the request of WWE Music Group GM Neil Lawi, who wanted to utilize the existing working relationship he had with John Paul Alicastro and Michael Conrad Lauri. This has meant Johnston now only occasionally creates content for WWE TV.

Beyond Superstars entrance themes, Johnston composed music for the majority of WWE's pay-per-views and television productions, including show themes, music videos, vignettes, commercials, and tributes. He likens his work to from our executive producer: "'We've got a new guy coming', or 'He's breaking out of a tag team and he needs music'. It's like scoring for a movie: is he a good guy or a bad guy? Is he light and svelte and quick-moving, which dictates a fast tempo, or is he a big plodding kind of a guy, in which case you need a big, heavy, the-wrath-of-God-is-coming-upon-us sound?".[1]

Johnston has also scored several film projects for WWE's film division WWE Studios[image: External link], these include The Chaperone[image: External link], That's What I Am[image: External link], and The Reunion[image: External link]. He also provided music for other WWE-affiliated products including the World Bodybuilding Federation[image: External link] and the XFL[image: External link].

Johnston is well known for writing, composing and producing all his compositions alone, in addition to playing all instruments. He will occasionally recruit outside vocalists or additional musicians to contribute when the piece requires, and often prefers to bring in unsigned bands and new artists to provide vocals. In 2008, Johnston publicly expressed his frustration to Billboard[image: External link] at the inability of WWE to secure better promotional deals with artists due to a lack of understanding of the WWE product. He said, "One of my frustrations is getting the word out about just how much music is used in our product. The labels will stumble over themselves to get on MTV[image: External link], but no one's watching MTV". Conversely, WWE and Johnston have been responsible for helping to fuel a surge in sales for associated acts such as Fuel[image: External link], Shinedown[image: External link] and Motörhead[image: External link] through their use in WWE productions.[2]
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Since Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link] began tracking United States album sales in 1991, Johnston has released seventeen WWE albums that have sold a combined 5.9 million units. Most have appeared in the Billboard 200[image: External link], with many achieving gold and even platinum certification status. The top seller overall is WWF The Music, Vol. 3[image: External link], released in 1998, and which went platinum. The album sold a total 1.2 million units in the United States alone.[3]
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Johnston appeared on the videotape[image: External link] Piledriver: The Wrestling Album 2[image: External link] to introduce the video for Girls in Cars. He orchestrated the live band at the Slammy Awards[image: External link] ceremonies, and traveled across the United States in 1995 as part of the "Raw Band". He also appeared on camera at WrestleMania XIV[image: External link] and SummerSlam[image: External link] (in March 1998 and August 1998, respectly) playing the D-Generation X[image: External link] theme with the Chris Warren[image: External link] Band. Johnston also had a brief clip in the film Beyond the Mat[image: External link] by discussing his reasoning behind Vader[image: External link]'s theme music. Johnston also appeared on the bonus DVD for WWE Originals[image: External link], the 2004 album by the same name. The DVD featured a 30-minute behind-the-scenes documentary on Johnston, offering insights into the composing, producing and directing of the album. There are also some humorous interactions of Johnston with Jonathan Coachman[image: External link] and Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link]. Johnston also appeared on The Self-Destruction of the Ultimate Warrior discussing the Ultimate Warrior[image: External link]'s theme song, and how it was able to be truly representative of the character. Johnston also appeared on the WrestleMania XV[image: External link] DVD extras, commenting on WWE's music, and how music is crucial in WWE. He also appeared on an episode of Total Divas[image: External link] (season 4, episode 8) collaborating with Nikki Bella[image: External link].
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In March 2014, WWE released a 60-minute DVD documentary about Johnston entitled Signature Sounds: The Music of WWE, following him as he crafts an entrance theme, and revisits some of the stories of his most famous compositions.[4]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography




Johnston composed the music for Legendary[image: External link], Knucklehead[image: External link], and The Chaperone, all of which were produced by WWE Studios. He also wrote the score for No Holds Barred[image: External link] and contributed the track, "Vader (aka Mastodon)" to the documentary, Beyond the Mat[image: External link].[5]
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Main article: WWE Music Group discography § Themes by Jim Johnston[image: External link]
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 BMI Film and TV Awards






	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category/Recipient(s)



	2002
	Won
	BMI Cable Award
	Raw[6]



	2003
	Won
	BMI Cable Award
	Raw[6]



	2004
	Won
	BMI Cable Award
	Raw[6]



	2008
	Won
	BMI Cable Award
	Raw[6]



	2013
	Won
	BMI Cable Award
	Raw[6]
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Professional wrestling Promotion






A professional wrestling promotion (also federation or fed) is a company[image: External link] or business[image: External link] that regularly performs shows involving professional wrestling. "Promotion" also describes a role which entails management, advertising and logistics of running a wrestling event (see promoter[image: External link]). Within the convention of the show, the company is a sports governing body[image: External link] which sanctions wrestling matches and gives authority to the championships and is responsible for determining the divisions, rankings, etc. of wrestlers. In truth, the company serves as a touring theatre[image: External link] troupe[image: External link], as well as event promotion body[image: External link] for its own events.

Currently, the major wrestling organizations in the United States[image: External link] are World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE), Total Nonstop Action[image: External link] (TNA) and Ring of Honor[image: External link] (ROH). The major Mexican[image: External link] lucha libre[image: External link] promotions are Consejo Mundial de Lucha Libre[image: External link] (CMLL) and AAA[image: External link]. The top Japanese[image: External link] puroresu[image: External link] promotions are New Japan Pro Wrestling[image: External link] (NJPW), Dragon Gate[image: External link] (DG), All Japan Pro Wrestling[image: External link] (AJPW), and Pro Wrestling Noah[image: External link]. There are also small promotions called indies[image: External link] or territories around the world.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Structure




Most promotions are self-contained, organized around one or more championships[image: External link] and do not acknowledge or recognize the legitimacy of other promotions' titles unless they share a working agreement. Others, such as the NWA, act as an umbrella organization[image: External link] which governs titles that are shared among multiple promotions.

Major promotions have a permanent roster of talent under exclusive contract to them. Independent promotions may have contracted workers but are just as likely to use free agents[image: External link] who are not under exclusive contract with any promotion. Some wrestlers may work in several independent promotions at the same time.
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WWE






World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. ( d/b/a[image: External link] WWE) is an American publicly traded, privately controlled entertainment company that deals primarily in professional wrestling, with revenue also coming from film, music, video games, product licensing, and direct product sales.

WWE also refers to the professional wrestling promotion itself, founded by Jess McMahon[image: External link] and Toots Mondt[image: External link] in 1952 as Capitol Wrestling Corporation Ltd.[image: External link] As of 2016, it is the largest wrestling promotion in the world, holding over 500 events a year (with the roster divided up into various globally traveling brands),[8] and broadcasting to about 36 million viewers in more than 150 countries. The company's global headquarters is located in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link], with offices in major cities across the world.[9][10]

As in other professional wrestling promotions, WWE shows are not legitimate contests, but purely entertainment-based[image: External link], featuring storyline[image: External link]-driven, scripted[image: External link], and choreographed matches, though they often include moves that can put performers at risk of injury if not performed correctly. This was first publicly acknowledged by WWE's owner Vince McMahon in 1989 to avoid taxes from athletic commissions. Since the 1980s, WWE publicly has branded their product as sports entertainment[image: External link], acknowledging the product's roots in competitive sport and dramatic theater.

The company's majority owner is its chairman and CEO, Vince McMahon[image: External link]. Along with his wife Linda[image: External link], children Shane and Stephanie, and son-in-law Paul "Triple H" Levesque[image: External link], the McMahon family[image: External link] holds approximately 70% of WWE's equity and 96% of the voting power. As of August 2014, Eminence Capital, a New York-based hedge fund, acquired a 9.6% stake in WWE while the McMahon family retains 90.4% interest.[11]

The current entity, incorporated on February 21, 1980, was previously known as Titan Sports, Inc., which was founded in 1979 in South Yarmouth, Massachusetts[image: External link]. It acquired Capitol Wrestling Corporation, the holding company for the World Wrestling Federation, in 1982. Titan was renamed World Wrestling Federation, Inc. in 1998, then World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc. in 1999, and finally the current World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. in 2002. Since 2011, the company has officially branded itself solely as WWE though the company's legal name was not changed.[12][13]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Company history




Main article: History of WWE[image: External link]
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Main article: Capitol Wrestling Corporation[image: External link]


WWE's origins can be traced back as far as 1952 when Roderick James "Jess" McMahon[image: External link] and Toots Mondt[image: External link] created the Capitol Wrestling Corporation[image: External link] Ltd. (CWC), which joined the National Wrestling Alliance[image: External link] (NWA) in 1953. McMahon, who was a successful boxing promoter, began working with Tex Rickard[image: External link] in 1926. With the help of Rickard, he began promoting boxing and wrestling at the third Madison Square Garden[image: External link]. It was not the first time McMahon had promoted wrestling cards[image: External link], as he had already done so during the 1910s.

In November 1954, McMahon died and Ray Fabiani, one of Mondt's associates, brought in McMahon's son Vincent James[image: External link].[14] The younger McMahon and Mondt were very successful and soon controlled approximately 70% of the NWA's booking, largely due to their dominance in the heavily populated Northeast region. In 1963, McMahon and Mondt had a dispute with the NWA over "Nature Boy" Buddy Rogers[image: External link] being booked to hold the NWA World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link].[15] Both men left the company in protest and formed the WWWF in the process, awarding Rogers the newly created WWWF World Heavyweight Championship in April of that year. He lost the championship to Bruno Sammartino[image: External link] a month later on May 17, 1963, after suffering a heart attack[image: External link] a week before the match.

Capitol operated the WWWF in a conservative manner compared to other pro wrestling territories:[16] it ran its major arenas monthly rather than weekly or bi-weekly, usually featuring a babyface (heroic character) champion wrestling various heels (villainous character) in programs that consisted of one to three matches.[17] After gaining a television program deal and hiring Lou Albano[image: External link] as a manager for Sammartino's heel opponents, the WWWF was doing sellout business by 1970.

Mondt left Capitol in the late sixties and although the WWWF had withdrawn from the NWA, Vince McMahon, Sr. quietly re-joined in 1971. Capitol renamed the World Wide Wrestling Federation to the World Wrestling Federation (WWF) in 1979.[18]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Titan Sports, Inc.





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Golden Age




Main article: 1980s professional wrestling boom[image: External link]


Vincent J. McMahon's son, Vincent K. McMahon[image: External link], and his wife Linda[image: External link], established Titan Sports, Inc., in 1979 in South Yarmouth, Massachusetts[image: External link].[19][20] The company was incorporated on February 21, 1980, in the Cape Cod Coliseum[image: External link] offices. The younger McMahon bought Capitol from his father in 1982, effectively seizing control of the company. Seeking to make the WWF the premier wrestling promotion in the country, and eventually, the world, he began an expansion process that fundamentally changed the wrestling business.[21]

At the annual meeting of the NWA in 1983, the McMahons and former Capitol employee Jim Barnett[image: External link] all withdrew from the organization.[15] McMahon also worked to get WWF programming on syndicated television all across the United States. This angered other promoters and disrupted the well-established boundaries of the different wrestling promotions, eventually ending the territory system, which was in use since the founding of the NWA in the 1940s. In addition, the company used income generated by advertising, television deals, and tape sales to secure talent from rival promoters.

In an interview with Sports Illustrated[image: External link], McMahon noted:


In the old days, there were wrestling fiefdoms all over the country, each with its own little lord in charge. Each little lord respected the rights of his neighboring little lord. No takeovers or raids were allowed. There were maybe 30 of these tiny kingdoms in the U.S. and if I hadn't bought out my dad, there would still be 30 of them, fragmented and struggling. I, of course, had no allegiance to those little lords.[21]



McMahon gained significant traction when he hired American Wrestling Association[image: External link] (AWA) talent Hulk Hogan[image: External link], who had achieved popularity outside of wrestling, notably for his appearance in the film Rocky III[image: External link].[22] McMahon signed Roddy Piper[image: External link] as Hogan's rival, and then shortly afterward Jesse Ventura[image: External link] as an announcer. Other wrestlers joined the roster, such as Jimmy Snuka[image: External link], Don Muraco[image: External link], The Iron Sheik[image: External link], Nikolai Volkoff[image: External link], Junkyard Dog[image: External link], Paul Orndorff[image: External link], Greg Valentine[image: External link], and Ricky Steamboat[image: External link]. Many of the wrestlers who would join later the WWF were former AWA or NWA talent.

The WWF would tour nationally in a venture that would require a huge capital investment, one that placed the WWF on the verge of financial collapse. The future of McMahon's experiment came down to the success or failure of McMahon's groundbreaking concept, WrestleMania. WrestleMania was a major success, and was (and still is) marketed as the Super Bowl[image: External link] of professional wrestling. The concept of a wrestling supercard[image: External link] was nothing new in North America; the NWA had begun running Starrcade[image: External link] a few years prior. In McMahon's eyes, however, what separated WrestleMania from other supercards was that it was intended to be accessible to those who did not watch wrestling. He invited celebrities such as Mr. T[image: External link], Muhammad Ali[image: External link], and Cyndi Lauper[image: External link] to participate in the event, as well as securing a deal with MTV[image: External link] to provide coverage. The event and hype surrounding it led to the term Rock 'n' Wrestling Connection[image: External link], due to the cross-promotion of pop-culture and professional wrestling.

The WWF business expanded significantly on the shoulders of McMahon and his babyface hero Hulk Hogan for the next several years. The introduction of Saturday Night's Main Event[image: External link] on NBC[image: External link] in 1985 marked the first time that professional wrestling had been broadcast on network television since the 1950s, when the now-defunct DuMont Television Network[image: External link] broadcast matches of Vince McMahon Sr.'s Capitol Wrestling Corporation. The 1980s "Wrestling Boom" peaked with the WrestleMania III[image: External link] pay-per-view at the Pontiac Silverdome in 1987, which set an attendance record of 93,173, a record that stood for 29 years until WrestleMania 32.[23] A rematch of the WrestleMania III main event between WWF champion Hulk Hogan and André the Giant took place on The Main Event[image: External link] in 1988 and was seen by 33 million people, the most-watched wrestling match in North American television history.[24]

In 1985, Titan moved its offices to Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link], before the present building was built nearby in 1991. Subsequently, a new Titan Sports, Inc. (originally WWF, Inc.) was established in Delaware[image: External link] in 1987 and was consolidated with the Massachusetts entity in February 1988.[25]
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Main article: Monday Night Wars[image: External link]


The WWF was hit with allegations of steroid[image: External link] abuse and distribution in 1992 and was followed by allegations of sexual harassment[image: External link] by WWF employees the following year.[26] McMahon was eventually exonerated, but it brought bad public relations[image: External link] for the WWF, and overall bad reputation. The steroid trial cost the company an estimated $5 million at a time of record low revenues. This helped drive many WWF wrestlers over to rival promotion World Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (WCW), including 1980s babyface hero Hulk Hogan. During this period, the WWF promoted wrestlers of a younger age comprising "The New Generation", featuring Shawn Michaels[image: External link], Diesel[image: External link], Razor Ramon[image: External link], Bret Hart[image: External link], and The Undertaker[image: External link], in an effort to promote new talent into the spotlight.

In January 1993, the WWF debuted its flagship cable program Monday Night Raw. WCW countered in September 1995 with its own Monday night program, Monday Nitro[image: External link], which aired in the same time slot as Raw.[27] The two programs would trade wins in the ensuing ratings[image: External link] competition (known as the "Monday Night Wars[image: External link]") until mid-1996. At that point, Nitro began a nearly two-year ratings domination that was largely fueled by the introduction of the New World Order[image: External link] (nWo), a stable led by former WWF performers Hulk Hogan, Scott Hall (the former Razor Ramon), and Kevin Nash (the former Diesel).[28]
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Main article: Attitude Era[image: External link]


See also: Montreal Screwjob[image: External link]


As the Monday Night Wars continued between Raw Is War and WCW's Nitro, the WWF would transform itself from a family-friendly product into a more adult oriented product, known as the Attitude Era[image: External link]. The era was spearheaded by WWF VP Shane McMahon (son of owner Vince McMahon) and head writer Vince Russo[image: External link].

1997 ended with McMahon facing real-life controversy following Bret Hart[image: External link]'s controversial departure from the company, dubbed as the Montreal Screwjob[image: External link].[29] This proved to be one of several founding factors in the launch of the Attitude Era as well as the creation of McMahon's on-screen character, "Mr. McMahon[image: External link]".

Prior to the Montreal Screwjob, which took place at the 1997 Survivor Series[image: External link], former WCW talent were being hired by the WWF, including Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], Mankind[image: External link], and Vader[image: External link]. Austin was slowly brought in as the new face of the company despite being promoted as an antihero[image: External link], starting with his "Austin 3:16[image: External link]" speech shortly after defeating Jake Roberts[image: External link] in the tournament finals at the King of the Ring[image: External link] pay-per-view in 1996.[30]
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On May 6, 1998, Titan Sports, Inc. was renamed World Wrestling Federation, Inc. It was renamed World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc. a year later.

On April 29, 1999, the WWF made its return to terrestrial television[image: External link], airing a special program known as SmackDown! on the fledgling UPN[image: External link] network. The Thursday night show became a weekly series on August 26, 1999—competing directly with WCW's Thursday night program Thunder[image: External link] on TBS[image: External link]. In 2000, the WWF, in collaboration with television network NBC[image: External link], announced the creation of the XFL[image: External link], a new professional football[image: External link] league that debuted in 2001.[31] The league had high ratings for the first few weeks, but initial interest waned and its ratings plunged to dismally low levels (one of its games was the lowest-rated prime-time show in the history of American television). NBC walked out on the venture after only one season, but McMahon intended to continue alone. However, after being unable to reach a deal with UPN, McMahon shut down the XFL.[32]

On October 19, 1999, World Wrestling Federation, Inc. launched an initial public offering[image: External link] as a publicly traded company, trading on the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] (NYSE) with the issuance of stock then valued at $172.5 million.[33] The company has traded on the NYSE since its launch under ticker symbol WWE.[34]
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By the fall of 1999, the Attitude Era had turned the tide of the Monday Night Wars into WWF's favor. After Time Warner merged with AOL[image: External link], Ted Turner[image: External link]'s control over WCW was considerably reduced, and the newly merged company announced a complete lack of interest in professional wrestling as a whole, and decided to sell WCW in its entirety. Although Eric Bischoff[image: External link], whom Time Warner fired as WCW president in October 1999, was nearing a deal to purchase the company, in March 2001 McMahon acquired the rights to WCW's trademarks, tape library, contracts, and other properties from AOL Time Warner for a number reported to be around $7 million.[35] Shortly after WrestleMania X-Seven[image: External link], the WWF launched the Invasion storyline integrating the incoming talent roster from WCW and Extreme Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (ECW). With this purchase, WWF now became by far the largest wrestling promotion in the world. The assets of ECW, which had folded after filing for bankruptcy[image: External link] protection in April 2001, were purchased by WWE in mid-2003.[36]
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On May 5, 2002, the World Wrestling Federation announced it was changing both its company name and the name of its wrestling promotion to World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE). Although mainly caused by an unfavorable ruling in its dispute with the World Wide Fund for Nature regarding the "WWF" initialism, the company noted it provided an opportunity to emphasize its focus on entertainment.[37]

On April 7, 2011, WWE, via the WWE Corporate website, announced that the company was ceasing use of the full name World Wrestling Entertainment and would henceforth refer to itself solely as WWE, making the latter an orphan initialism[image: External link]. This was said to reflect WWE's global entertainment expansion away from the ring with the ultimate goal of acquiring entertainment companies and putting a focus on television, live events, and film production. WWE noted that their new company model was put into effect with the relaunch of Tough Enough[image: External link], being a non–scripted program (contrary to the scripted nature of professional wrestling) and with the launch of the WWE Network (at the time scheduled to launch in 2012; later pushed back to 2014). However, the legal name of the company remains as World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.[13]
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Main article: WWE brand extension[image: External link]


In March 2002, WWE decided to create two separate rosters, with each group of wrestlers appearing on one of their main programs, Raw and SmackDown!, due to the overabundance of talent left over from the Invasion storyline[image: External link]. This was dubbed as the "brand extension[image: External link]".

Beginning in 2002 a draft lottery[image: External link] was held nearly every year to set the rosters, with the first draft to determine the inaugural split rosters, and subsequent drafts designed to refresh the rosters of each show. On May 26, 2006, WWE announced the relaunch of ECW as a third WWE brand. The new ECW[image: External link] program aired until February 16, 2010.[38] All ECW wrestlers at that point became free agents that could sign either Raw or SmackDown.
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Beginning with the August 29, 2011 episode of Raw, it was announced that Raw would feature talent from both Raw and SmackDown, and would be known as Raw Supershow (the "Supershow" suffix would be dropped on July 23, 2012).[39] Championships previously exclusive to one show or the other were available for wrestlers from any show to compete for; the "Supershow" format would mark the end of the brand extension, as all programming and live events from when the original announcement was made until July 2016 featured the full WWE roster.[40]

In 2013, the company built the sports medicine and training facility WWE Performance Center[image: External link] in east Orange County, Florida[image: External link] in partnership with Full Sail University[image: External link] from Winter Park, Florida[image: External link]. The training facility is targeted at career and athletic development for the company's wrestlers.[41] Full Sail is also home base to WWE's developmental brand NXT,[42] which over the years has grown and expanded into a global brand in its own right.[43]
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On May 25, 2016, WWE announced a relaunch of the brand extension, billed as the "New Era". Following that announcement, Raw and SmackDown now each feature their own unique rosters, announcers, ring sets/ropes, and championships. A draft[image: External link] took place to determine which wrestlers would appear on what show. SmackDown also moved from Thursdays to Tuesday nights, which began on July 19 (the night of the aforementioned draft), and airs live instead of the previous pre-recorded format.[44]

On November 29, 2016, WWE introduced a new program specifically for their cruiserweight division[image: External link] (wrestlers 205 lbs. and under) called WWE 205 Live[image: External link].[45] The program focuses exclusively on those wrestlers who qualify for the division.[46][47] The cruiserweights – who first became a fixture in WWE with the Cruiserweight Classic tournament – were originally exclusive to the Raw brand at the onset of the 2016 brand extension, before landing their own show (though they still also appear on Raw, as well as working on the NXT brand).[48]

On December 15, 2016, it was announced that WWE was establishing a new WWE United Kingdom Championship[image: External link], with the winner being decided by a 16-man tournament to air on WWE Network featuring wrestlers from the UK and Ireland during January 2017. WWE executive Paul "Triple H" Levesque[image: External link] said the eventual plan with the new title and tournament is to establish a UK-based brand with its own weekly TV show.[49][50] The UK wrestlers and the UK Championship is being featured on the NXT brand in the interim.[51]

WWE currently has over 140 wrestlers (both male and female) under various forms of contract, and stages over 500 events a year around the world.[8]
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WWE uses a variety of special terms in defining their product, such as describing the wrestling industry as sports entertainment[image: External link]. The fan base is referred to as "the WWE Universe". A wrestler is known as a "WWE Superstar", while retired wrestlers are known as "WWE Legends" (or "Hall of Famers" if they have been inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link]).[52]
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Main article: WWE Network


On February 24, 2014, WWE launched a 24/7 streaming network. The network includes past and present WWE shows, pay-per-views, and shows from the WWE Library[image: External link].[53] The network reached 1,000,000 subscribers on January 27, 2015 in less than one year of its launch, with WWE claiming that it was thus "the fastest-growing digital subscription service ever".[54]

In May 2014, WWE and NBCUniversal[image: External link] agree to a new contract that would see both Raw and SmackDown continue on NBC owned networks the USA Network[image: External link] and Syfy[image: External link].[55] In January 2016, SmackDown would change networks to the USA Network. The contract with NBCUniversal expires in 2019.[56] On November 17, 2016, WWE and Sky Deutschland[image: External link] signed a multi-year agreement to distribute WWE's premier pay-per-view events and broadcast Raw and SmackDown live on SKY Sports starting in April 2017.[57]
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On October 19, 1999, WWF, which had been owned previously by parent company Titan Sports, launched an initial public offering[image: External link] as a publicly traded company, trading on the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] (NYSE) with the issuance of stock then valued at $172.5 million.[33] The company has traded on the NYSE since its launch under ticker symbol WWE.[34]

The company has actively marketed itself as a publicly traded company through presentations at investor conferences and other investor relations initiatives.[58] In June 2003, the company began paying a dividend on its shares of $0.04 per share.[59] In June 2011, the company cut its dividend from $0.36 to $0.12.[60] In 2014, concerns about the company's viability caused wide fluctuations in its share price.[61]

As of 2015, the company's Board of Directors has eight members: Vince McMahon, the company's Chairman of the Board and CEO; Stuart U. Goldfarb, President of Fullbridge, Inc.; Patricia A. Gottesman, former President and CEO of Crimson Hexagon[image: External link]; David Kenen, the former Executive Vice President of the Hallmark Channel[image: External link]; Joseph H. Perkins, former President of Communications Consultants; Frank A. Riddick, III, CEO of Shale-Inland Group, Inc.; Jeffrey R. Speed, former Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of Six Flags[image: External link]; Laureen Ong, former President of Travel Channel[image: External link]; Stephanie McMahon, Chief Brand Officer[image: External link] of WWE; and Paul "Triple H" Levesque[image: External link], WWE's Executive Vice President of talent, live events, and creative.[62]
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WWE signs most of their talent to exclusive contracts, meaning talent can appear or perform only on WWE programming and events. They are not permitted to appear or perform for another promotion, unless special arrangements are made beforehand. WWE keeps all wrestlers' salary, employment length, benefits, and all other contract details strictly private.[63]

WWE classifies its professional wrestlers as independent contractors[image: External link] and not as employees. A study by the University of Louisville Law Review[image: External link] found that after applying the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 20-factor test, 16 factors "clearly indicate that wrestlers are employees". However, as a result of WWE terming them as independent contractors, "the wrestlers are denied countless benefits to which they would otherwise be entitled".[64]
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The World Wrestling Federation had a drug-testing policy in place as early as 1987, initially run by an in-house administrator. In 1991, wrestlers were subjected to independent testing for anabolic steroids[image: External link] for the first time.[65] The independent testing was ceased in 1996.[66]

The Talent Wellness Program is a comprehensive drug, alcohol, and cardiac screening program initiated in February 2006, shortly after the sudden death[image: External link] of one of their highest profile talents, 38-year-old Eddie Guerrero[image: External link].[67] The policy tests for recreational drug use[image: External link] and abuse of prescription medication, including anabolic steroids.[67] Under the guidelines of the policy, talent is also tested annually for pre-existing or developing cardiac issues. The drug testing is handled by Aegis Sciences Corporation; the cardiac evaluations are handled by New York Cardiology Associates P.C.[67] The Wellness Policy requires that all talent "under contract to WWE who regularly perform in-ring services as a professional sports entertainer" undergo testing; however, part-time competitors are exempt from testing.[68]

After the double-murder and suicide[image: External link] committed by one of its performers, Chris Benoit[image: External link], with a possible link to steroid abuse encouraged by WWE, the United States House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform[image: External link] requested that WWE turn over any material regarding its talent wellness policy.[69]

In August 2007, WWE and its employees defended the program in the wake of several busts of illegal pharmacy that linked WWE performers to steroid purchases even after the policy was put into place. Ten professional wrestlers were suspended for violating the Wellness Policy after reports emerged they were all customers of Signature Pharmacy in Orlando, Florida[image: External link]. According to a statement attributed to WWE attorney Jerry McDevitt, an eleventh wrestler was later added to the suspension list.[70][71][72]

Because of the Wellness Policy, physicians were able to diagnose one of its performers with a heart ailment that would otherwise likely have gone unnoticed until it was too late. In August 2007, then-reigning United States Champion Montel Vontavious Porter[image: External link] (real name Hassan Assad) was diagnosed with Wolff–Parkinson–White syndrome[image: External link],[73] which can be potentially fatal if gone undiagnosed. The ailment was discovered while Assad was going through a routine Wellness Policy checkup.

On September 13, 2010, WWE updated their list of banned substances to include muscle relaxers[image: External link].[74]
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In 1994, Titan Sports had entered into an agreement with the World Wide Fund for Nature[image: External link] (also trademarked WWF), an environmental organization, regarding Titan's use of the "WWF" acronym, which both organizations had been using since at least March 1979. Under the agreement, Titan had agreed to cease using the written acronym "WWF" in connection with its wrestling promotion, and to minimize (though not eliminate) spoken uses of "WWF" on its broadcasts, particularly in scripted comments. In exchange, the environmental group (and its national affiliates) agreed to drop any pending litigation against Titan, and furthermore agreed not to challenge Titan's use of the full "World Wrestling Federation" name or the promotion's then-current logo.[75]

In 2000, the World Wide Fund for Nature sued World Wrestling Federation Entertainment Inc. in the United Kingdom, alleging various violations of the 1994 agreement.[76] The Court of Appeal[image: External link] agreed that the promotion company had violated the 1994 agreement, particularly in regards to merchandising. The last televised event to market the WWF logo was the UK-based pay-per-view Insurrextion 2002. On May 5, 2002, the company launched its "Get The F Out" marketing campaign and changed all references on its website from "WWF" to "WWE", while switching the URL[image: External link] from WWF.com to WWE.com.[37] The next day, a press release announced the official name change from World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc. to World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., or WWE, and the change was publicized later that day during a telecast of Raw, which was broadcast from the Hartford Civic Center[image: External link] in Hartford, Connecticut[image: External link].

Following the name change, the use of the WWF "scratch" logo became prohibited on all WWE properties. Additionally, past references to the WWF trademark and initials in 'specified circumstances' became censored.[77] Despite the litigation, WWE was still permitted use of the original WWF logo, which was used from 1979 through 1994 and had been explicitly exempted under the 1994 agreement, as well as the similar "New WWF Generation" logo, which was used from 1994 through 1998. Furthermore, the company could still make use of the full "World Wrestling Federation" and "World Wrestling Federation Entertainment" names without consequence. In 2003, WWE won a limited decision to continue marketing certain classic video games from THQ[image: External link] and Jakks Pacific[image: External link] that contained the WWF "scratch" logo.[78] However, the packaging on those games had all WWF references replaced with WWE.

Starting with the 1,000th episode[image: External link] of Raw in July 2012, the WWF "scratch" logo is no longer censored in archival footage due to WWE reaching a new settlement with the World Wide Fund for Nature.[79] In addition, the WWF initials are no longer censored when spoken or when written in plain text in archival footage. Since then, full-length matches and other segments featuring the WWF initials and "scratch" logo have been added to the WWE website and the WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link] service. This also includes WWE Home Video[image: External link] releases since October 2012, starting with the re-release of Brock Lesnar: Here Comes The Pain.[80] Although the WWF initials and logo are no longer censored in archival footage, WWE cannot use the WWF initials or logo in any new, original footage, packaging, or advertising.[81]
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Harry "Slash" Grivas[image: External link] and Roderick Kohn filed a lawsuit against WWE in June 2003 due to the music being used for its programming and DVDs without consent or payment. It also asserted violation of the rights to original music used by ECW that WWE had been using during the Invasion storyline of 2001[image: External link]. The case was resolved on both sides with a settlement that saw WWE purchase the catalogue outright in January 2005.[82]
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In addition to licensing wrestling and performers' likenesses to companies such as Acclaim[image: External link], THQ[image: External link], 2K Sports[image: External link], and Mattel[image: External link] to produce video games and action figures[image: External link], WWE has branched out into other areas of interest in order to market their product.
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WCW Inc.[image: External link]: created in 2001 – owns the rights to the video library and intellectual property for World Championship Wrestling.

	
WWE Books[image: External link]: publishes biographies of and on WWE personalities, behind-the-scenes guides to WWE, illustrated books, calendars, young adult books, and other general nonfiction books.

	
WWE Home Video[image: External link]: specializes in distributing compilation VHS, DVD, and Blu-ray Disc copies of WWE pay-per-view events, compilations of WWE wrestlers' performances, and biographies of WWE performers.

	WWE Jet Services, Inc.: formed in 2013 to manage the financing and operations of the company's fleet of private jets.

	
WWE Legacy Content[image: External link]: a collection of professional wrestling videos and copyrights for other promotions.

	
WWE Music Group[image: External link]: specializes in compilation albums of WWE wrestlers' entrance themes. The group also releases titles that have been performed by WWE wrestlers.

	
WWE Magazine[image: External link]: the magazine is released for special issues. It was originally released monthly until 2014.

	
WWE Network: a subscription-based video streaming service launched in 2014 using the infrastructure of Major League Baseball Advanced Media[image: External link].

	
WWE Performance Center[image: External link]: serves as the training and performance center for future employees.

	WWEShop.com: a website established as the place to buy officially licensed WWE related apparel, gear, and other merchandise.

	
WWE Studios[image: External link]: created in 2002 to create and develop feature film properties. Formerly known as WWE Films.
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World Bodybuilding Federation[image: External link]: a subsidiary of Titan Sports that was launched in 1990 which promoted professional bodybuilding[image: External link] through a television show, magazine, and annual pay-per-view events. It was closed in 1992.

	
XFL[image: External link]: folded in 2001, was a partially owned subsidiary of WWF launched in 2000 which comprised eight league-owned professional football[image: External link] teams. The league included television broadcasts on NBC[image: External link] (the other co-owners of the league), UPN[image: External link], and TNN[image: External link].

	
The World Entertainment[image: External link]: a subsidiary of World Wrestling Federation Entertainment that operated a restaurant, night club, and memorabilia shop in New York City. It opened as "WWF New York" in 1999, was renamed as "The World", and closed in 2003. Hard Rock Cafe[image: External link] took over the location in 2005.

	
WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link]: was a subscription video on demand television service provided by WWE. It had footage from WWE's archive footage, including World Championship Wrestling[image: External link], Extreme Championship Wrestling[image: External link], and more. It offered around 40 hours of rotating programming per month, arranged into four programming buckets, often centered on a specific theme. It premiered in 2004 and lasted until 2014 when WWE Network was launched.

	WWE Kids: a website and comic set aimed at the children's end of the wrestling market, comics were produced bi-monthly. It was launched on April 15, 2008 and discontinued in 2014, the same year WWE Magazine[image: External link] discontinued as a monthly publication.

	
WWE Niagara Falls[image: External link]: a retail and entertainment establishment that was located in Niagara Falls, Ontario[image: External link] and owned by WWE. It was open from August 2002 through March 2011.

	WWE Universe (WWE Fan Nation): was a social media website managed and operated by WWE. It was for WWE fans, Superstars, Legends, and Hall of Famers[image: External link] to interact with one another. The original name was WWE Fan Nation. It lasted from November 2008 to January 2011.
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Main article: Tapout (clothing brand)[image: External link]


In March 2015, WWE announced a partnership with Authentic Brands Group[image: External link] to relaunch Tapout[image: External link], formerly a major MMA[image: External link]-related clothing line, as a more general "lifestyle fitness" brand. The apparel, for men and women, was first released in spring of 2016. WWE markets the brand through various products, including beverages, supplements, and gyms.[83] WWE will hold a 50% stake in the brand, and so will advertise it regularly across all its platforms, hoping to give it one billion impressions[image: External link] a month, and take some of the fitness market from Under Armour[image: External link]. WWE wrestlers and staff have been shown wearing various Tapout gear since the venture began.[84]
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Tout[image: External link]: Tout is a social media 15-second video service. In 2012, WWE invested $5,000,000 and entered into a two-year partnership. Stephanie McMahon was named apart of the Tout Board of Directors. The agreement between the two companies ended in 2014.

	FloSports: FloSports is an over-the-top sport streaming service that WWE invested into during 2016. The sports that are available include: amateur wrestling[image: External link], professional wrestling, track[image: External link], grappling[image: External link], mixed martial arts[image: External link], boxing[image: External link], softball[image: External link], gymnastics[image: External link], basketball[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], cheerleading[image: External link], and eSports[image: External link].

	
Marvel Experience[image: External link]: Marvel Experience is an interactive live event featuring Marvel[image: External link] characters. WWE invested in it in 2013.

	Phunware, Inc.: Phunware is responsible for multiscreen infrastructure, software and application development services for an impressive list of top-tier customers. WWE invested in it in 2014.
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	WWE has had a partnership with the Make-A-Wish Foundation[image: External link] that spans three decades.[85] Multi-time WWE champion John Cena has granted more wishes than any other celebrity in history, having completed his 500th wish in August 2015.[86]


	Since 2012, WWE has partnered with Susan G. Komen for the Cure[image: External link] to raise awareness of breast cancer[image: External link] during the month of October. Their partnership includes offering special charity-related wrestler merchandise, as well as adding a pink color scheme to the sets and ring ropes; 20% of all October purchases of WWE merchandise go to the organization.[87]


	In June 2014, Connor's Cure[88] – a non-profit charitable organization – was established by Triple H[image: External link] and Stephanie McMahon, who have personally funded it through the Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation[image: External link]. It is named in honor of Pittsburgh[image: External link] native Connor Mason Michalek[image: External link] (October 17, 2005 – April 25, 2014) who had died two months earlier from medulloblastoma[image: External link], a rare tumor that affects the brain and spinal cord. Beginning in 2015, WWE began recognizing September as Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month, adding a gold color scheme to the sets and ring ropes, and offering special Connor's Cure merchandise, with the proceeds going to charity.[89][90]


	In 2014, WWE entered into an international partnership with the Special Olympics[image: External link].[91]
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Though an infrequent occurrence, during its history WWE has worked with other wrestling promotions in collaborative efforts.

During the 1970s, 1980s, and early 1990s, WWE had working relationships with the Japanese[image: External link] New Japan Pro-Wrestling[image: External link] (NJPW), Universal Wrestling Federation[image: External link] (UWF), Universal Lucha Libre[image: External link] (FULL), and the Mexican[image: External link] Universal Wrestling Association[image: External link] (UWA). These working relationships led to the creations of the WWF World Martial Arts[image: External link], Light Heavyweight[image: External link] and Intercontinental Tag Team[image: External link] championships.[92][93][94][95]

During the period of 1992–1996, WWE had talent exchange agreements with the U.S.[image: External link] and Japanese independent companies Smokey Mountain Wrestling[image: External link] (SMW),[96][97] Super World of Sports[image: External link] (SWS),[98] WAR[image: External link],[99] and the United States Wrestling Association[image: External link] (USWA).[100]

In 1997, the company did business with Mexico's AAA[image: External link] promotion, bringing in a number of AAA wrestlers for the Royal Rumble[image: External link] event and namesake match.[101][102]

In 1997, WWE would also do business with Japan's Michinoku Pro Wrestling[image: External link] (MPW), bringing in MPW talent to compete in the company's light heavyweight division and in their 1997 Light Heavyweight Championship tournament[image: External link].[103]

In 2015, WWE entered a partnership with Evolve[image: External link] – a U.S. independent promotion that WWE uses as a scouting group for potential signees for their NXT brand.[104]

In 2016, WWE partnered with England[image: External link]'s Progress Wrestling[image: External link] with Progress hosting qualifing matches for WWE's Cruiserweight Classic.[105] In 2017, Progress talent would participate in the WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament[106] and at WWE's WrestleMania Axxess[image: External link] events.[107]

In 2017, WWE partnered with Scotland[image: External link]'s Insane Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (ICW) with some ICW talent appearing in the WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament and at WWE's WrestleMania Axxess events.[107] WWE has also explored a deal to bring ICW programming onto the WWE Network.[108]

Throughout the company's history, WWE has had past arrangements with independent companies from the United States (such as Ohio Valley Wrestling[image: External link] among others) and Puerto Rico[image: External link] (such as the International Wrestling Association[image: External link]) with the companies serving as developmental territories[image: External link].[109] WWE NXT currently serves as the official developmental territory for WWE.[110]
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Main article: List of current champions in WWE[image: External link]
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Main article: WWE Raw




	Championship
	Current champion(s)
	Reign
	Date won
	Days

held
	Location
	Notes



	WWE Universal Championship[image: External link]
	Brock Lesnar[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	April 2, 2017
	72
	Orlando[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]
	Defeated Goldberg[image: External link] at WrestleMania 33[image: External link]



	WWE Intercontinental Championship[image: External link]
	The Miz
	7[image: External link]
	June 4, 2017
	9
	Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link]
	Defeated Dean Ambrose at Extreme Rules[image: External link]



	WWE Raw Women's Championship
	Alexa Bliss[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	April 30, 2017
	44
	San Jose[image: External link], California[image: External link]
	Defeated Bayley[image: External link] at Payback[image: External link]



	WWE Cruiserweight Championship[image: External link]
	Neville[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	January 29, 2017
	135
	San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Defeated Rich Swann[image: External link] at the Royal Rumble[image: External link]



	WWE Raw Tag Team Championship
	Cesaro and Sheamus[image: External link]
	2

(3, 2)[image: External link]
	June 4, 2017
	9
	Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link]
	Defeated The Hardy Boyz[image: External link] (Matt Hardy[image: External link] and Jeff Hardy[image: External link]) in a steel cage[image: External link] tag team match[image: External link] at Extreme Rules[image: External link]
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Main article: WWE SmackDown




	Championship
	Current champion(s)
	Reign
	Date won
	Days

held
	Location
	Notes



	WWE Championship
	Jinder Mahal[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	May 21, 2017
	23
	Rosemont[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link]
	Defeated Randy Orton[image: External link] at Backlash[image: External link]



	WWE United States Championship
	Kevin Owens
	2[image: External link]
	May 2, 2017
	42
	Fresno[image: External link], California[image: External link]
	Defeated Chris Jericho on SmackDown



	WWE SmackDown Women's Championship[image: External link]
	Naomi[image: External link]
	2[image: External link]
	April 2, 2017
	72
	Orlando[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]
	Defeated Becky Lynch, Carmella[image: External link], Mickie James[image: External link], Natalya, and previous champion Alexa Bliss[image: External link] in a six-pack challenge[image: External link] at WrestleMania 33[image: External link]



	WWE SmackDown Tag Team Championship[image: External link]
	The Usos[image: External link]

(Jimmy Uso[image: External link] and Jey Uso[image: External link])
	1

(1, 1)[image: External link]
	March 21, 2017
	84
	Uncasville[image: External link], Connecticut[image: External link]
	Defeated American Alpha[image: External link] (Chad Gable[image: External link] and Jason Jordan[image: External link]) on SmackDown
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Main article: WWE NXT




	Championship
	Current champion(s)
	Reign
	Date won
	Days

held
	Location
	Notes



	NXT Championship[image: External link]
	Bobby Roode[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	January 28, 2017
	136
	San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Defeated Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link] at NXT TakeOver: San Antonio[image: External link]



	NXT Women's Championship[image: External link]
	Asuka[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	April 1, 2016
	438
	Dallas[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Defeated Bayley[image: External link] at NXT TakeOver: Dallas



	NXT Tag Team Championship[image: External link]
	The Authors of Pain[image: External link]

( Akam[image: External link] and Rezar[image: External link])
	1

(1, 1)[image: External link]
	January 28, 2017
	136
	San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Defeated #DIY[image: External link] (Johnny Gargano[image: External link] and Tommaso Ciampa[image: External link]) at NXT TakeOver: San Antonio[image: External link]



	WWE United Kingdom Championship[image: External link]
	Pete Dunne[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	May 20, 2017
	24
	Rosemont, Illinois[image: External link]
	Defeated Tyler Bate[image: External link] at NXT TakeOver: Chicago[image: External link]
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Main article: List of former championships in WWE[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other accomplishments






	Accomplishment
	Latest winner(s)
	Date won
	Location
	Notes



	Royal Rumble
	Randy Orton[image: External link]
	January 29, 2017[image: External link]
	San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Last eliminated Roman Reigns to win.



	Money in the Bank
	Dean Ambrose
	June 19, 2016
	Paradise, Nevada
	Defeated Kevin Owens, Alberto Del Rio, Chris Jericho, Sami Zayn, and Cesaro[image: External link] to win. Ambrose cashed in the briefcase later that night and defeated Seth Rollins for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship.



	André the Giant Memorial Trophy[image: External link]
	Mojo Rawley[image: External link]
	April 2, 2017[image: External link]
	Orlando, Florida[image: External link]
	Last eliminated Jinder Mahal[image: External link] to win.



	Cruiserweight Classic
	T.J. Perkins[image: External link]
	September 14, 2016[image: External link]
	Winter Park[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]
	Defeated Gran Metalik[image: External link] in the tournament final to win.



	Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic[image: External link]
	The Authors of Pain[image: External link]

( Akam[image: External link] and Rezar[image: External link])
	November 19, 2016
	Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]
	Defeated TM-61[image: External link] (Nick Miller[image: External link] and Shane Thorne[image: External link]) in the tournament final to win.
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	Capitol Wrestling Corporation[image: External link]

	List of WWE alumni[image: External link]

	List of WWE pay-per-view events

	List of WWE personnel[image: External link]

	WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link]
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Sponsor (commercial)





Sponsoring something (or someone) is the act of supporting an event, activity, person, or organization financially or through the provision of products or services. The individual or group that provides the support, similar to a benefactor[image: External link], is known as sponsor.
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 Definition




Sponsorship[1] is a cash and/or in-kind fee paid to a property (typically in sports, arts, entertainment or causes) in return for access to the exploitable commercial potential associated with that property.

While the sponsoree(property being sponsored) may be nonprofit, unlike philanthropy, sponsorship is done with the expectation of a commercial return.

While sponsorship can deliver increased awareness, brand building and propensity to purchase, it is different from advertising. Unlike advertising, sponsorship can not communicate specific product attributes. Nor can it stand alone, as sponsorship requires support elements.
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 Theories




A range of psychological and communications theories have been used to explain how commercial sponsorship works to impact consumer audiences. Most use the notion that a brand (sponsor) and event (sponsoree) become linked in memory through the sponsorship and as a result, thinking of the brand can trigger event-linked associations while helping people to go over traffic lights thinking of the event can come to trigger brand-linked associations. Cornwell, Weeks and Roy (2005)[2] have published an extensive review of the theories so far used to explain commercial sponsorship effects.

One of the most pervasive findings in sponsorship is that the best effects are achieved where there is a logical match between the sponsor and sponsoree, such as a sports brand sponsoring a sports event. Work by Cornwell and colleagues[3] however, has shown that brands that don't have a logical match can still benefit, at least in terms of memory effects, if the sponsor articulates some rationale for the sponsorship to the audience.
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 Categories





	Title sponsor is the highest status of sponsorship. It characterizes the most significant contribution to a company in organizing and hosting an event. Often the name of such sponsor is placed next to the name of competition, teams, individual athletes and is associated with it (for example, the logo of a title sponsor is placed on a uniform of football club teams). The status of a title sponsor also allows to have a decisive voice on the issue of presence among sponsors other companies operating in the same business, the priority right to use players and coaches for conducting joint promotions, right of presence at all official events dedicated to a sports event, mandatory mentioning in all activities conducted on behalf of the team, highlighting the name of title sponsor in film credits, television programs which were created with its financial support, placement of logos and banners. In case of title sponsor's presence, the general sponsor position may remain free.

	General sponsor is a sponsor that makes one of the largest contributions (in absence of a title sponsor - usually more than 50% of all sponsorship funds raised) and that receives for it the right to use the image of competition as well as extensive media coverage. If necessary, the status of the general sponsor may be supplemented by the general sponsors for certain categories, as well as the main sponsor.

	Official sponsor is a sponsor that makes a certain part of raised funds (within 20-25%). Typically, the given status may be granted by category ("official insurance partner", "official automotive partner", etc.).

	Technical sponsor is a sponsor which promotes organization of sporting events through the partial or full payment of goods and services (e.g., medical equipment, fitness, organization of transportation and lodging).

	Participating sponsor is a company, the sponsorship fee size of which usually does not exceed 10% of total raised funds..

	Informational sponsor is an organization that provides informational support through media coverage, conducting PR-actions, joint actions, etc.
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 Principles




All sponsorship should be based on contractual obligations between the sponsor and the sponsored party. Sponsors and sponsored parties should set out clear terms and conditions with all other partners involved, to define their expectations regarding all aspects of the sponsorship deal. Sponsorship should be recognisable as such.

The terms and conduct of sponsorship should be based upon the principle of good faith between all parties to the sponsorship. There should be clarity regarding the specific rights being sold and confirmation that these are available for sponsorship from the rights holder. Sponsored parties should have the absolute right to decide on the value of the sponsorship rights that they are offering and the appropriateness of the sponsor with whom they contract.[4]
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 Selling




The sales cycle for selling sponsors is often a lengthy process that consists of researching prospects, creating tailored proposals based on a company's business objectives, finding the right contacts at a company, getting buy-in from multiple constituencies and finally negotiating benefits/price. Some sales can take up to a year and sellers report spending anywhere between 1–5 hours researching each company that is viewed as a potential prospect for sponsorship.[5]
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 Leveraging and activation




These are the terms used by many sponsorship professionals, which refer to how a sponsor uses the benefits they are allocated under the terms of a sponsorship agreement. Leveraging has been defined by Weeks, Cornwell and Drennan (2008) as "the act of using collateral marketing communications to exploit the commercial potential of the association between a sponsor and sponsee" while activation has been defined as those "communications that promote the engagement, involvement, or participation of the sponsorship audience with the sponsor."[6]

Money spent on activation is over and above the rights fee paid to the sponsored property and is often far greater than the cost of the rights fee."[6]
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 Sponsorship markets




IEG projects spending on sponsorship globally to grow 5.2 percent in 2011 to $46.3 billion. Subtracting expenditures by North American companies, the rest of the world’s sponsors spent $29.1 billion on partnerships in 2010 and IEG projects that sum to increase 4.8 percent to $30.5 billion in 2011.

Europe is the largest source of sponsorship spending, with €26.44 million (US$29 million) in just the EU member states in 2014,[7] followed by North America, the Asia Pacific region. Growth in Central and South America during 2010 did not materialize to the extent projected—3.8 percent versus a forecast of 5.7 percent—despite the FIFA World Cup and Olympic Games in Brazil in 2014 and 2016, respectively. With the 2010 World Cup concluded, sponsorship activity should begin to heat up, thus the region is projected to be the fastest-growing source of sponsorship dollars outside of North America, with a forecast growth rate of 5.6 percent for 2011.

Relaxed television industry legislation surrounding product placement[image: External link] has led to a small but increasing rise in TV programming sponsorship in the UK. However, commercial sponsorship of British sports teams and players is a multibillion-pound industry. For example, Adidas[image: External link] became the sponsor and supplier of Manchester United's[image: External link] kit for ten seasons, in a 2014 sponsorship deal with a guaranteed minimum value of £750 million (more than US$1.1 billion).[8]

IEG Sponsorship Report, which has conducted primary research on sponsorship spending annually since 1984, projects $18.2 billion will be spent by companies in North America on rights fees in 2011, up 5.2 percent over 2010. Sponsorship expenditures by North American companies grew 3.9 percent in 2010 to $17.2 billion.

As it has in most years over the past two-plus decades, sponsorship’s growth rate will be ahead of the pace experienced by advertising and sales promotion, according to IEG. North American media spending, which rose two percent in 2010.
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 See also





	Marketing[image: External link]

	Advertising[image: External link]

	Donation[image: External link]

	Cause marketing[image: External link]

	Ambush marketing[image: External link]

	Naming rights[image: External link]

	Sports marketing[image: External link]

	Sustaining program[image: External link]

	European Sponsorship Association[image: External link]

	Sponsorship broker[image: External link]

	List of sponsored sports stadiums[image: External link]

	List of sponsored teams[image: External link]

	List of advertising technology companies[image: External link]
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Gold Bond






Gold Bond is a brand of over-the-counter[image: External link] skin care products produced by Chattem[image: External link] of Chattanooga, Tennessee[image: External link], now a subsidiary of the French[image: External link] pharmaceutical company Sanofi[image: External link]. It is available as both a powder[image: External link] and a topical[image: External link] cream. Gold Bond is used to curb moisture, control odor, and soothe minor skin irritations, notably jock itch[image: External link]. Spin-off products are designed for specific uses, such as foot powders or powders for infants to treat diaper rash[image: External link].
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 Ingredients




The active ingredients of Original Strength Gold Bond Powder are Menthol[image: External link] (0.15%), for anti-itch, and zinc oxide[image: External link] (1.0%), for skin protection. Some product variants, such as Gold Bond Extra Strength Powder, offer higher concentrations of the active ingredients.[1]
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 History




The history of Gold Bond dates to 1882, when it was first developed by physicians of the Rhode Island State Medical Association. The formula was purchased by Arthur W. Guilford in 1908, who established the Gold Bond name and began making the product in Fairhaven, Massachusetts[image: External link]. The formula and rights were sold in 1912 to John M. Chapman of New Bedford, Massachusetts[image: External link], who achieved greater brand recognition and distribution. Timothy F. Shea, who in 1930 joined what was then "The Gold Bond Sterilizing Powder Company", eventually rose to general manager and treasurer, and later took over as sole owner. His son, Robert J. Shea, took over as president of the company in 1965.[2][3]

The Gold Bond company sold rights to three of its brands, including Gold Bond Powder, to Block Drug Corporation in August 1987.[4] The brand was then sold to Martin Himmel Inc. in March 1990.[5] To this point, the brand had remained a regional product of New England;[5] soon after its purchase, Himmel began a national marketing campaign which saw sales increase by over 70% annually.[6][7] By 1995, Gold Bond was a US$27 million business,[7] and was sold to Chattem[image: External link] in April 1996 for $40 million.[5]
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T-Mobile Arena






For the Czech venue named T-Mobile Arena from 2002 to 2008, see Tipsport Arena (Prague)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 36°06′10″N 115°10′42″W[image: External link]

T-Mobile Arena is a multi-use indoor arena[image: External link] on the Las Vegas Strip[image: External link] in Paradise, Nevada. Opened on April 6, 2016, the arena is a joint venture between MGM Resorts International[image: External link] and the Anschutz Entertainment Group[image: External link].

The arena will be the home of the Vegas Golden Knights[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] that will begin play in 2017. Since its opening, T-Mobile Arena has primarily been used for entertainment events such as concerts, and has been booked for one-off combat sports[image: External link] events, and other annual sporting events.

The arena is accessed by a new development project known as The Park, with retail and dining space between New York-New York[image: External link] and the Monte Carlo[image: External link] casino hotels.[2][3][4]
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 History




The Anschutz Entertainment Group[image: External link] first tried to build an arena in Las Vegas in association with Harrah's Entertainment[image: External link]. In 2007, the joint venture announced they would build a 20,000 seat stadium behind the Bally's[image: External link] and Paris[image: External link] casino-hotels.[5] Caesars Entertainment, Inc.[image: External link] had previously envisioned using the location to build a baseball park[image: External link], but the company's buyout by Harrah's cancelled the plans. Through the following year, Harrah's became uncertain on continuing with the project, not knowing if AEG would split the costs, and whether building a major league-ready stadium without a guaranteed franchise to play on it would be feasible given the enduring financial crisis[image: External link].[6] The original plans were to break ground in June 2008 and finish the arena in 2010, but by 2009, it was revealed the stalled project had not even done a traffic study despite being located near a busy intersection.[7] In 2010, the plans were changed to use an area behind the Imperial Palace[image: External link]. However, given the financing would require a special taxation district, opposition from Clark County[image: External link] regarding using public money in the project stalled it even further.[8] AEG eventually backed out completely by 2012, once MGM Resorts International[image: External link] came up with their own project using a terrain behind the New York-New York[image: External link] and Monte Carlo[image: External link] resorts. This attracted AEG primarily for not relying on public funding.[9]

MGM and AEG announced their joint arena plan on March 1, 2013.[10] Plans were further fleshed out over the following months with the announcement of a $100-million pedestrian shopping area, The Park, to serve as a gateway to the arena,[11] and the retention of prominent sports architecture firm Populous[image: External link] to design the project.[12] Other firms on the project include: the ICON Venue Group,[13] Thornton Tomasetti[image: External link],[14] ME Engineers,[15] Penta Building Group and Hunt Construction Group[image: External link].[16]

The project broke ground on May 1, 2014,[17] followed by the demolition of existing buildings, and excavation of an oval area for the arena. The final steel beam of the structure was placed on May 27, 2015.[18]

In January 2016, T-Mobile US[image: External link] announced it had acquired the naming rights[image: External link] to the new arena in a multi-year contract.[19][20] The arena held its grand opening on April 6, 2016 with a concert by Las Vegas natives The Killers[image: External link], Shamir[image: External link] and Wayne Newton[image: External link].[21] Country music artists Martina McBride[image: External link] and Cam[image: External link] performed at a soft opening[image: External link] on March 31, 2016.[22]
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 Tenants




During its construction, T-Mobile Arena was prospected as the home arena for a possible National Hockey League[image: External link] expansion team[image: External link] in Las Vegas.[23][24][25] The expansion bid was approved and announced by the NHL on June 22, 2016; the new team, the Vegas Golden Knights[image: External link], will begin play in the 2017–18 season.[26][26][27]

After spending 5 years (1994–1998) at the MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link] and 17 years (1999–2015) at the Thomas & Mack Center[image: External link], the PBR[image: External link] World Finals moved to the T-Mobile Arena in 2016.[28] On March 11, 2016, the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link] announced that it would move its men's basketball tournament[image: External link] from the Grand Garden Arena to T-Mobile Arena beginning in 2017.[29]
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 Notable events




On May 7, 2016, T-Mobile Arena hosted its first major sports event, a boxing match[image: External link] between Canelo Álvarez[image: External link] and Amir Khan[image: External link] for the lineal[image: External link], The Ring[image: External link], and WBC[image: External link] middleweight[image: External link] championships.[30]

UFC[image: External link] president Dana White[image: External link] stated in October 2015 that he had been "promised" the privilege of hosting the first sports event at the arena, and that the mixed martial arts[image: External link] promotion would consider holding more events at the new arena based on the new relationship. It was also speculated that the UFC had also made an offer to acquire the naming rights to the venue.[31] T-Mobile Arena hosted UFC 200[image: External link] on July 9, 2016.[32] A July 7 UFC 202[image: External link] press conference was partially ruined by the arena's acoustics and sound system, which left many questions unheard and unanswered. White and headliners Conor McGregor[image: External link] and Nate Diaz[image: External link] criticized the sound quality as it deteriorated around them; journalist Ariel Helwani[image: External link] tweeted it was "incredibly hard to hear anything".[33]



	Events held at T-Mobile Arena



	Date
	Event / Performer(s)
	Notes



	March 31, 2016[22]

	
Martina McBride[image: External link] & Cam[image: External link]

	Soft opening / dress rehearsal



	April 6, 2016[34]

	
The Killers[image: External link], with Wayne Newton[image: External link] & Shamir[image: External link]

	Opening night concert



	April 7, 2016[35][36]

	
Nicki Minaj[image: External link], with Ariana Grande[image: External link]

	



	April 8–9, 2016[37]

November 17, 2017[38]

	Guns N' Roses[image: External link]
	Not in This Lifetime... Tour[image: External link]



	April 19, 2016[39][40]

	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]
	2016 World Tour



	April 22–23, 2016

September 9–10, 2016

December 2–3, 2016

February 17–18, 2017

April 7–8, 2017

July 28–29, 2017

September 1–2, 2017

December 8–9, 2017[41]

	George Strait[image: External link]
	Strait to Vegas



	April 30, 2016[42][43]

	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	Billy Joel in Concert[image: External link]



	May 7, 2016[44]

	Canelo Álvarez vs. Amir Khan[image: External link]
	



	May 22, 2016[45]

	Billboard Music Awards[image: External link]
	



	June 1 & 5, 2016[46][47]

	Miss USA[image: External link]
	



	June 19, 2016[48]

	WWE Money in the Bank
	



	June 24–25, 2016

July 2–4, 2016[49][50]

	
Garth Brooks[image: External link], with Trisha Yearwood[image: External link]

	The Garth Brooks World Tour with Trisha Yearwood[image: External link]



	July 6–9, 2016[51]

	
UFC[image: External link] International Fight Week
	Culminating in UFC 200: Tate vs. Nunes[image: External link]




	July 16, 2016[52]

	Dixie Chicks[image: External link]
	DCX MMXVI World Tour[image: External link]



	July 22, 2016[53]

	
Argentina[image: External link] vs. USA[image: External link] basketball
	



	August 6, 2016[54]

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
	The Music... The Mem'ries... The Magic![image: External link]



	August 19, 2016[55]

	
Gwen Stefani[image: External link], with Eve[image: External link]

	This Is What the Truth Feels Like Tour[image: External link]



	August 20, 2016[56]

	UFC 202: Diaz vs. McGregor 2[image: External link]
	



	August 21, 2016[57]

	
Slipknot[image: External link] & Marilyn Manson[image: External link]

	The Hell Not Hallelujah Tour[image: External link]



	September 1, 2016[58]

	Coldplay[image: External link]
	A Head Full of Dreams Tour[image: External link]



	September 11, 2016[59]

	
Drake[image: External link] & Future[image: External link]

	Summer Sixteen Tour[image: External link]



	September 23–24, 2016[60]

	iHeartRadio Music Festival[image: External link]
	



	October 7, 2016[61]

	
Dallas Stars[image: External link] vs. Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]

	Frozen Fury[image: External link]



	October 8, 2016[62]

	
Colorado Avalanche[image: External link] vs. Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]




	October 9, 2016[63]

	
ASU[image: External link] vs. UNLV[image: External link] hockey
	



	October 13, 2016[64]

	
Sacramento Kings[image: External link] vs. Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]

	



	October 15, 2016[65]

	
Golden State Warriors[image: External link] vs. Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]

	



	October 21, 2016[66]

	Keith Urban[image: External link]
	Ripcord World Tour[image: External link]



	October 22, 2016[67]

	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	



	October 28, 2016[68]

	
Five Finger Death Punch[image: External link] & Shinedown[image: External link]

	



	October 29, 2016[69]

	Kanye West[image: External link]
	Saint Pablo Tour[image: External link]



	November 2–6, 2016[70]

	
Professional Bull Riders[image: External link] World Finals
	



	November 17, 2016[71]

	Latin Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	



	November 19, 2016[72]

	Sergey Kovalev vs. Andre Ward[image: External link]
	



	November 26, 2016[73]

	Carrie Underwood[image: External link]
	Storyteller Tour: Stories in the Round[image: External link]



	December 9, 2016[74]

	
Maxwell[image: External link] & Mary J. Blige[image: External link]

	King and Queen of Hearts World Tour[image: External link]



	December 10, 2016[75]

	
Duke[image: External link] vs. UNLV[image: External link] basketball
	



	December 17, 2016[76]

	
Kentucky[image: External link] vs. North Carolina[image: External link] basketball

UCLA[image: External link] vs. Ohio State[image: External link] basketball
	CBS Sports Classic[image: External link]



	December 19–21, 2016[77]

	Play 4Kay Shootout
	Women's college basketball tournament



	December 30, 2016[78]

	UFC 207: Nunes vs. Rousey[image: External link]
	



	January 18–22, 2017[79]

	Cirque du Soleil[image: External link]
	Toruk: The First Flight[image: External link]



	January 26, 2017[80]

	Calibash Las Vegas
	Latin music festival



	January 27, 2017[81]

	Joel Osteen[image: External link]
	A Night of Hope



	February 9, 2017[82]

	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]
	2017 World Tour



	February 13, 2017[83]

	WWE Monday Night Raw
	



	February 25, 2017[84]

	Bon Jovi[image: External link]
	This House Is Not For Sale Tour[image: External link]



	March 4, 2017[85]

	UFC 209: Woodley vs. Thompson 2[image: External link]
	



	March 8–11, 2017[86]

	Pac-12 Men's Basketball Tournament[image: External link]
	



	April 2, 2017[87]

	Academy of Country Music Awards[image: External link]
	



	April 22, 2017[88]

	John Mayer[image: External link]
	The Search for Everything World Tour[image: External link]



	May 6, 2017[89]

	Canelo Álvarez vs. Julio César Chávez Jr.[image: External link]
	



	May 21, 2017[90]

	Billboard Music Awards[image: External link]
	



	May 28, 2017[91]

	
New Kids on the Block[image: External link], Boyz II Men[image: External link] & Paula Abdul[image: External link]

	The Total Package Tour[image: External link]



	June 16, 2017[92]

	Roger Waters[image: External link]
	Us + Them Tour[image: External link]



	June 21, 2017[93]

	
NHL Awards[image: External link] & Expansion Draft[image: External link]

	



	June 24, 2017[94]

	Queen + Adam Lambert[image: External link]
	Queen + Adam Lambert Tour 2017[image: External link]



	June 30, 2017[95]

	Future[image: External link]
	Nobody Safe Tour



	July 1, 2017[96]

	Rammstein[image: External link]
	



	July 3, 2017[97]

	Iron Maiden[image: External link]
	The Book of Souls World Tour[image: External link]



	July 7, 2017[98]

	The Ultimate Fighter 25 Finale[image: External link]
	



	July 8, 2017[98]

	UFC 213[image: External link]
	



	July 13, 2017[99]

	
Tim McGraw[image: External link] & Faith Hill[image: External link]

	Soul2Soul The World Tour 2017[image: External link]



	July 15, 2017[100]

	Bruno Mars[image: External link]
	24K Magic World Tour[image: External link]



	July 21, 2017[101]

	
Hall & Oates[image: External link] & Tears For Fears[image: External link]

	



	August 4, 2017[102]

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	÷ Tour[image: External link]



	August 5, 2017[103]

	Kendrick Lamar[image: External link]
	The Damn. Tour[image: External link]



	August 11, 2017

December 16, 2017[104]

	Lady Gaga[image: External link]
	Joanne World Tour[image: External link]



	August 26, 2017[105]

	
BIG3[image: External link] Championship
	



	September 15, 2017[106]

	Alejandro Fernández[image: External link]
	



	September 16, 2017[107]

	Gennady Golovkin vs. Canelo Álvarez[image: External link]
	



	September 22–23, 2017[108]

	iHeartRadio Music Festival[image: External link]
	



	September 26 & 28, 2017

October 1, 2017[109]

	Vegas Golden Knights preseason games[image: External link]
	



	September 29, 2017[110]

	Imagine Dragons[image: External link]
	Evolve Tour[image: External link]



	September 30, 2017[111]

	Depeche Mode[image: External link]
	Global Spirit Tour[image: External link]



	November 1–5, 2017[112]

	
Professional Bull Riders[image: External link] World Finals
	



	January 5–6, 2018[113]

	Ice Vegas Invitational
	College hockey tournament



	January 20, 2018[114]

	Katy Perry[image: External link]
	Witness: The Tour[image: External link]
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 See also





	Las Vegas Stadium[image: External link]

	MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link]

	Orleans Arena[image: External link]

	Thomas & Mack Center[image: External link]
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Las Vegas






This article is about the city proper in Nevada. For the tourist destination, see Las Vegas Strip[image: External link]. For the metropolitan area, see Las Vegas Valley[image: External link]. For other uses, see Las Vegas (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Vegas" redirects here. For other uses, see Vegas (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Las Vegas (/la:s 'veIges /[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link] for "The Meadows"), officially the City of Las Vegas and often known simply as Vegas, is the 28th-most populated city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link], the most populated city in the state[image: External link] of Nevada, and the county seat[image: External link] of Clark County[image: External link]. The city anchors the Las Vegas Valley[image: External link] metropolitan area and is the largest city within the greater Mojave Desert[image: External link].[5] Las Vegas is often confused for neighbouring Paradise, an unincorporated area[image: External link] which serves as an internationally renowned major resort town[image: External link], known primarily for its gambling, shopping, fine dining, entertainment, and nightlife. Las Vegas and Paradise together serve as the leading financial, commercial, and cultural center for Nevada.

The city bills itself as The Entertainment Capital of the World[image: External link], and is famous for its mega casino–hotels and associated activities. It is a top three destination in the United States for business conventions and a global leader in the hospitality industry[image: External link], claiming more AAA Five Diamond[image: External link] hotels than any other city in the world.[6][7][8] Today, Las Vegas annually ranks as one of the world's most visited tourist destinations.[9][10] The city's tolerance for numerous forms of adult entertainment earned it the title of Sin City[image: External link], and has made Las Vegas a popular setting for literature, films, television programs, and music videos.

Las Vegas was settled in 1905 and officially incorporated in 1911. At the close of the 20th century, it was the most populated American city founded within that century (a similar distinction earned by Chicago[image: External link] in the 1800s). Population growth has accelerated since the 1960s, and between 1990 and 2000 the population nearly doubled, increasing by 85.2%. Rapid growth has continued into the 21st century, and according to a 2013 estimate, the population is 603,488 [11] with a regional population of 2,027,828.[4]

"Las Vegas" is often used to describe areas beyond official city limits—especially the areas on and near the Las Vegas Strip[image: External link], which is actually located within the unincorporated communities of Paradise, Winchester[image: External link], and Enterprise[image: External link].[12][13]
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 History




Main articles: History of Las Vegas[image: External link] and Timeline of Las Vegas[image: External link]


Perhaps the earliest visitors to the Las Vegas area were nomadic Paleo-Indians, who traveled there 10,000 years ago, leaving behind petroglyphs. Anasazi[image: External link] and Paiute[image: External link] tribes followed at least 2,000 years ago.

A young Mexican[image: External link] scout named Rafael Rivera[image: External link] is credited as the first non-Native American[image: External link] to encounter the valley, in 1829.[15][16][17][18] Trader Antonio Armijo[image: External link] led a 60-man party along the Spanish Trail[image: External link] to Los Angeles, California[image: External link] in 1829.[19][20] The area was named Las Vegas, which is Spanish for "the meadows," as it featured abundant wild grasses, as well as desert spring waters for westward travelers.[21] The year 1844 marked the arrival of John C. Frémont[image: External link], whose writings helped lure pioneers to the area. Downtown Las Vegas' Fremont Street is named after him.

Eleven years later members of the LDS Church[image: External link] chose Las Vegas as the site to build a fort halfway between Salt Lake City and Los Angeles, where they would travel to gather supplies. The fort was abandoned several years afterward. The remainder of this Old Mormon Fort[image: External link] can still be seen at the intersection of Las Vegas Boulevard and Washington Avenue.

Las Vegas was founded as a city in 1905, when 110 acres (45 ha) of land adjacent to the Union Pacific Railroad tracks were auctioned in what would become the downtown area. In 1911, Las Vegas was incorporated as a city.

1931 was a pivotal year for Las Vegas. At that time, Nevada legalized casino gambling and reduced residency requirements for divorce to six weeks. This year also witnessed the beginning of construction on nearby Hoover Dam[image: External link]. The influx of construction workers and their families helped Las Vegas avoid economic calamity during the Great Depression. The construction work was completed in 1935.

In 1941, the Las Vegas Army Air Corps Gunnery School was established. Currently known as Nellis Air Force Base, it is home to the aerobatic team called the Thunderbirds.

Following World War II, lavishly decorated hotels, gambling casinos, and big-name entertainment became synonymous with Las Vegas.

In the 1950s the Moulin Rouge opened and became the first racially integrated casino-hotel in Las Vegas.

In 1951, nuclear weapons testing[image: External link] began at the Nevada Test Site[image: External link], 65 miles (105 km) northwest of Las Vegas. City residents and visitors were able to witness the mushroom clouds and be exposed to the fallout until 1963 when the limited Test Ban Treaty required that nuclear tests be moved underground.[22][23]

The iconic "Welcome to Las Vegas[image: External link]" sign, which was never located in the city, was created in 1959 by Betty Willis, who never copyrighted it.[24]

During the 1960s, corporations and business powerhouses such as Howard Hughes were building and buying hotel-casino properties. Gambling was referred to as "gaming" which transitioned into legitimate business.

In 1989, entrepreneur Steve Wynn changed the face of the Las Vegas gaming industry by opening The Mirage, the Las Vegas Strip's first mega-casino resort.

The year 1995 marked the opening of the Fremont Street Experience[image: External link] in Las Vegas' downtown area. This canopied five-block area features 12.5 million LED lights and 550,000 watts of sound from dusk until midnight during shows held on the top of each hour.

Due to the realization of many revitalization efforts, 2012 was dubbed "The Year of Downtown." Hundreds of millions of dollars' worth of projects made their debut at this time. They included The Smith Center for the Performing Arts and DISCOVERY Children's Museum, Mob Museum, Neon Museum, a new City Hall complex and renovations for a new Zappos.com corporate headquarters in the old City Hall building.[21][25]
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 Geography




Las Vegas is situated within Clark County[image: External link] in a basin[image: External link] on the floor of the Mojave Desert[image: External link][26] and is surrounded by mountain ranges on all sides. Much of the landscape is rocky and arid with desert vegetation and wildlife. It can be subjected to torrential flash floods, although much has been done to mitigate the effects of flash floods through improved drainage systems.[27]

The peaks surrounding Las Vegas reach elevations of over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), and act as barriers to the strong flow of moisture from the surrounding area. The elevation is approximately 2,030 ft (620 m) above sea level. According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 135.86 sq mi (351.9 km2), of which 135.81 sq mi (351.7 km2) is land and 0.05 sq mi (0.13 km2) (0.03%) is water.

Nevada is the third most seismically active state in the U.S. (after Alaska and California); it has been estimated by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) that over the next 50 years there is a 10–20% chance of a M6.0 or greater earthquake occurring within 50 km of Las Vegas.[28]

Within the city there are many lawns, trees and other greenery. Due to water resource issues, there has been a movement to encourage xeriscapes[image: External link]. Another part of conservation efforts is scheduled watering days for residential landscaping. A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] grant in 2008 funded a program that analyzed and forecast growth and environmental impacts through the year 2019.
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 Climate




Las Vegas has a subtropical[image: External link] hot desert climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link]: BWh), typical of the Mojave Desert[image: External link] in which it lies. This climate is typified by long, very hot summers; warm transitional seasons; and short, mild to chilly winters. There is abundant sunshine throughout the year, with an average of 310 sunny days and bright sunshine occurring during 86% of all daylight hours.[29] Rainfall is scarce, with an average of 4.2 in (110 mm) dispersed between roughly 26 to 27 total rainy days per year.[30] Las Vegas is among the sunniest, driest, and least humid locations in all of North America,[31] with exceptionally low dew points and humidity that sometimes remains below 10%.

The summer months of June through September are very hot, though moderated by extremely low humidity. July is the hottest month with an average daytime high of 104.2 °F (40.1 °C). On average, 134 days per year reach or exceed 90 °F (32 °C), of which 74 days reach 100 °F (38 °C) and 7 days reach 110 °F (43 °C). During the peak intensity of summer, overnight lows frequently remain above 80 °F (27 °C) and occasionally above 85 °F (29 °C).[29] While most summer days are consistently hot, dry, and cloudless, the North American Monsoon[image: External link] sporadically interrupts this pattern and brings more cloud cover, thunderstorms, lightning, increased humidity, and brief spells of heavy rain to the area. The window of opportunity for the monsoon to affect Las Vegas usually falls between July and August, although this is inconsistent and varies considerably in its impact from year to year.

Las Vegas winters are short and generally very mild, with chilly (but rarely cold) daytime temperatures. Like all seasons, sunshine during the winter is abundant. December is both the coolest and cloudiest month of the year, with an average daytime high of 56.6 °F (13.7 °C) and sunshine occurring during 78% of its daylight hours. Winter evenings are defined by clear skies and swift drops in temperature after sunset, with overnight lows sinking to 39 °F (3.9 °C) or lower during the majority of nights in December and January. Owing to its elevation that ranges from 2,000 feet to 3,000 feet, Las Vegas experiences markedly cooler winters than other areas of the Mojave Desert[image: External link] and the adjacent Sonoran Desert[image: External link] that are closer to sea level. Consequently, the city records freezing temperatures an average of 16 nights per winter. However, it is exceptionally rare for temperatures to ever fall to or below 25 °F (−4 °C), or for temperatures to remain below 45 °F (7 °C) for an entire day.[29] Most of the annual precipitation falls during the winter months, but even the wettest month (February) averages only four days of measurable rain. The mountains immediately surrounding the Las Vegas Valley accumulate snow every winter, but significant or sustained accumulation of any kind within the city itself is rare. The most recent major event occurred on December 16, 2008, when Las Vegas received 3.6 inches (9.1 cm).[32]



	Climate data for McCarran International Airport (Paradise, Nevada), 1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1895–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	80.0

(26.7)
	89.0

(31.7)
	96.0

(35.6)
	102.0

(38.9)
	114.0

(45.6)
	117.0

(47.2)
	118.0

(47.8)
	116.0

(46.7)
	113.0

(45)
	103.0

(39.4)
	89.0

(31.7)
	91.0

(32.8)
	118.0

(47.8)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	74.5

(23.6)
	83.4

(28.6)
	93.0

(33.9)
	101.4

(38.6)
	109.4

(43)
	112.4

(44.7)
	109.7

(43.2)
	104.6

(40.3)
	93.7

(34.3)
	79.7

(26.5)
	66.9

(19.4)
	112.9

(44.9)



	Average high °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	62.5

(16.9)
	70.3

(21.3)
	78.3

(25.7)
	88.9

(31.6)
	98.7

(37.1)
	104.2

(40.1)
	102.0

(38.9)
	94.0

(34.4)
	80.6

(27)
	66.3

(19.1)
	56.6

(13.7)
	80.1

(26.7)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	48.7

(9.3)
	52.9

(11.6)
	59.9

(15.5)
	67.2

(19.6)
	77.3

(25.2)
	86.7

(30.4)
	92.5

(33.6)
	90.6

(32.6)
	82.6

(28.1)
	69.5

(20.8)
	56.4

(13.6)
	47.7

(8.7)
	69.4

(20.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.4

(4.1)
	43.4

(6.3)
	49.4

(9.7)
	56.1

(13.4)
	65.8

(18.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	80.9

(27.2)
	79.3

(26.3)
	71.1

(21.7)
	58.5

(14.7)
	46.5

(8.1)
	38.7

(3.7)
	58.7

(14.8)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	28.0

(−2.2)
	30.6

(−0.8)
	36.6

(2.6)
	43.5

(6.4)
	51.7

(10.9)
	59.8

(15.4)
	70.4

(21.3)
	69.1

(20.6)
	58.4

(14.7)
	45.8

(7.7)
	32.8

(0.4)
	26.8

(−2.9)
	24.7

(−4.1)



	Record low °F (°C)
	8.0

(−13.3)
	10.0

(−12.2)
	16.0

(−8.9)
	26.0

(−3.3)
	28.0

(−2.2)
	33.0

(0.6)
	40.0

(4.4)
	46.0

(7.8)
	38.0

(3.3)
	26.0

(−3.3)
	14.0

(−10)
	11.0

(−11.7)
	8.0

(−13.3)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	0.54

(13.7)
	0.76

(19.3)
	0.44

(11.2)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.12

(3)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.40

(10.2)
	0.33

(8.4)
	0.25

(6.4)
	0.27

(6.9)
	0.36

(9.1)
	0.50

(12.7)
	4.19

(106.4)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	3.1
	4.0
	2.9
	1.6
	1.2
	0.6
	2.5
	2.6
	1.6
	1.7
	1.7
	3.0
	26.5



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	45.1
	39.6
	33.1
	25.0
	21.3
	16.5
	21.1
	25.6
	25.0
	28.8
	37.2
	45.0
	30.3



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	245.2
	246.7
	314.6
	346.1
	388.1
	401.7
	390.9
	368.5
	337.1
	304.4
	246.0
	236.0
	3,825.3



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	79
	81
	85
	88
	89
	92
	88
	88
	91
	87
	80
	78
	86



	Source #1: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990)[29][33][34]



	Source #2: Western Regional Climate Center[35][36]
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 Nearby communities





	
Henderson, Nevada[image: External link], incorporated[image: External link]


	
North Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link], incorporated[image: External link]


	
Summerlin, Nevada[image: External link], unincorporated[image: External link]


	
Paradise, Nevada, unincorporated[image: External link]


	
Enterprise[image: External link], unincorporated[image: External link]


	
Sunrise Manor, Nevada[image: External link], unincorporated[image: External link]


	
Spring Valley, Nevada[image: External link], unincorporated[image: External link]


	
Boulder City, Nevada[image: External link], incorporated[image: External link]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1900[image: External link]
	25
	
	—



	1910[image: External link]
	800
	
	3,100.0%



	1920[image: External link]
	2,304
	
	188.0%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,165
	
	124.2%



	1940[image: External link]
	8,422
	
	63.1%



	1950[image: External link]
	24,624
	
	192.4%



	1960[image: External link]
	64,405
	
	161.6%



	1970[image: External link]
	125,787
	
	95.3%



	1980[image: External link]
	164,674
	
	30.9%



	1990[image: External link]
	258,295
	
	56.9%



	2000[image: External link]
	478,434
	
	85.2%



	2010[image: External link]
	583,756
	
	22.0%



	Est. 2015
	623,747
	[37]
	6.9%



	source:[11][38][39]






	Demographic profile
	2010[40]
	2000[41]
	1990[42]
	1970[42]



	White[image: External link]
	62.1%
	69.9%
	78.4%
	87.6%



	 — Non-Hispanic[image: External link]
	47.9%
	58.0%
	72.1%
	83.1%[43]



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	11.1%
	10.4%
	11.4%
	11.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	31.5%
	23.6%
	12.5%
	4.6%[43]



	Asian[image: External link]
	6.1%
	4.8%
	3.6%
	0.7%




According to the 2010 Census[image: External link], the racial composition of Las Vegas was as follows:[44]


	
White[image: External link]: 62.1% (Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link]: 47.9%; Hispanic Whites[image: External link]: 14.2%)

	
Black or African American[image: External link]: 11.1%

	
Asian[image: External link]: 6.1% (3.3% Filipino, 0.7% Chinese, 0.5% Korean, 0.4% Japanese, 0.4% Indian, 0.2% Vietnamese, 0.2% Thai)

	
Two or more races[image: External link]: 4.9%

	Native American: 0.7%

	
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]: 0.6%



Source:[45]

The city's most populous ethnic group, non-Hispanic Whites,[40] have proportionally declined from 72.1% of the population in 1990 to 47.9% in 2010, even as total numbers of all ethnicities have increased with the population. Hispanics or Latinos of any race make up 31.5% of the population. Of those 24.0% are of Mexican, 1.4% of Salvadoran, 0.9% of Puerto Rican, 0.9% of Cuban, 0.6% of Guatemalan, 0.2% of Peruvian, 0.2% of Colombian, 0.2% of Honduran and 0.2% of Nicaraguan descent. [42]

Hawaiians and Las Vegans sometimes refer to Las Vegas as the "ninth island of Hawaii[image: External link]" because so many Hawaiians have moved to the city.[46]

As of the census[47] of 2010, there were 583,756 people, 211,689 households, and 117,538 families residing in the city. The population density was 4,222.5/sq mi (1,630.3/km2). There are 190,724 housing units at an average density of 1,683.3/sq mi (649.9/km2).

As of 2006, there were 176,750 households, out of which 31.9% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 48.3% were married couples living together, 12.2% had a female householder with no husband present, and 33.5% were non-families. 25.0% of all households were made up of individuals and 7.5% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.66 and the average family size was 3.20.

In the city, the population was spread out with 25.9% under the age of 18, 8.8% from 18 to 24, 32.0% from 25 to 44, 21.7% from 45 to 64, and 11.6% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 34 years. For every 100 females there were 103.3 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 102.5 males.

The median income[image: External link] for a household in the city was $53,000 and the median income for a family was $58,465.[48] Males had a median income of $35,511 versus $27,554 for females. The per capita income for the city was $22,060. About 6.6% of families and 8.9% of the population were below the poverty line, including 5.4% of those under age 18 and 6.3% of those age 65 or over.

According to a 2004 study, Las Vegas has one of the highest divorce rates.[49][50] The city's high divorce rate is not wholly due to Las Vegans themselves getting divorced. Since divorce is easier in Nevada than most other states, many people come from across the country for the easier process. Similarly, Nevada marriages are notoriously easy to get. Las Vegas has one of the highest marriage rates of U.S. cities, with many licenses issued to people from outside the area (see Las Vegas weddings[image: External link]).
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 Economy




The primary drivers of the Las Vegas economy are tourism, gaming[image: External link] and conventions, which in turn feed the retail and restaurant industries.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Tourism




The major attractions in Las Vegas are the casinos and the hotels, although in recent years other new attractions have begun to emerge.

Most casinos in the downtown area are located on the Fremont Street Experience, The Stratosphere[image: External link] being one of the exceptions. Fremont East[image: External link], adjacent to the Fremont Street Experience, was granted variances to allow bars to be closer together, similar to the Gaslamp Quarter[image: External link] of San Diego, the goal being to attract a different demographic than the Strip attracts.
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 Downtown casinos




Main article: Downtown (Nevada gaming area)[image: External link]


The Golden Gate Hotel & Casino, located downtown along the Fremont Street Experience, is the oldest continuously operating hotel and casino in Las Vegas; it opened in 1906 as the Hotel Nevada.

The year 1931 marked the opening of the Northern Club[image: External link] (now the La Bayou[image: External link]).[51][52] The most notable of the early casinos may have been Binion's Horseshoe[image: External link] (now Binion's Gambling Hall and Hotel[image: External link]) while it was run by Benny Binion[image: External link].

Boyd Gaming[image: External link] has a major presence downtown operating the California Hotel & Casino[image: External link], Fremont Hotel & Casino[image: External link] and the Main Street Casino[image: External link]. Other casinos operations include the Four Queens Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas Club (currently undergoing renovation) and Mermaid's Casino, which are also located downtown along the Fremont Street Experience.

Downtown casinos that have undergone major renovations and revitalization in recent years include the Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino, The D Las Vegas Hotel Casino (formerly Fitzgerald's), Downtown Grand (formerly Lady Luck), El Cortez Hotel & Casino and The Plaza Hotel & Casino.[53]
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 Las Vegas Strip




Main article: Las Vegas Strip[image: External link]


The center of the gambling and entertainment industry, however, is located on the Las Vegas Strip[image: External link], outside the city limits in the surrounding unincorporated communities of Paradise and Winchester[image: External link] in Clark County. The largest and most notable casinos and buildings are located there.
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 Development




See also: List of tallest buildings in Las Vegas[image: External link]


When The Mirage[image: External link] opened in 1989, it started a trend of major resort development on the Las Vegas Strip outside of the city. This resulted in a drop in tourism in the downtown area, but many recent projects have increased the number of visitors to downtown.

An effort has been made by city officials to diversify the economy by attracting health-related, high-tech and other commercial interests. No state tax for individuals or corporations, as well as a lack of other forms of business-related taxes,[54] have aided the success of these efforts.

With the Strip expansion in the 1990s, downtown Las Vegas – which has maintained an old Las Vegas feel – began to suffer. However, in recent years the city has made strides in turning around the fortunes of this urban area.

The Fremont Street Experience was built in an effort to draw tourists back to the area, and has been popular since its startup in 1995.

The city purchased 61 acres (25 ha) of property from the Union Pacific Railroad[image: External link] in 1995 with the goal of creating a better draw for more people to the downtown area. In 2004, Las Vegas Mayor Oscar Goodman[image: External link] announced plans for Symphony Park[image: External link], which could include a mixture of offerings, such as residential space and office buildings.

Already operating in Symphony Park is the Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health[image: External link] (opened in 2010), The Smith Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link] (opened in 2012) and the DISCOVERY Children's Museum (opened in 2013).[55]

On land across from Symphony Park, the World Market Center[image: External link] Las Vegas opened in 2005. It currently encompasses three large buildings with a total of 5.1 million square feet. Trade shows for the furniture and furnishing industries are held there semiannually.

Also located nearby is the Las Vegas North Premium Outlets, one of the top-performing outlet centers in its company's portfolio. A second expansion was completed in May 2015, with the mall currently offering 175 stores.[56]

A new Las Vegas City Hall[image: External link] opened in February 2013 on downtown's Main Street, another urban area ripe for development. The former City Hall building is now occupied by the corporate headquarters for the major online retailer, Zappos.com[image: External link], which opened downtown in 2013. Zappos CEO Tony Hsieh has taken a personal, as well as a professional, interest in the urban area and has contributed $350 million of his personal wealth toward a multifaceted, private revitalization effort called the Downtown Project.[57][58] Projects funded include Las Vegas' first independent bookstore, The Writer's Block[image: External link].[59]
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 Culture




Main article: Las Vegas Valley § Culture and the arts[image: External link]


The city is home to several museums, including the Neon Museum[image: External link] (the location for many of the historical signs from Las Vegas' mid-20th century heyday), The Mob Museum, the Las Vegas Natural History Museum[image: External link], the DISCOVERY Children's Museum, the Nevada State Museum and the Old Las Vegas Mormon State Historic Park.

The city is home to an extensive Downtown Arts District[image: External link], which hosts numerous galleries and events including the annual Las Vegas Film Festival. "First Friday" is a monthly celebration that includes arts, music, special presentations and food in a section of the city's downtown region called 18b, The Las Vegas Arts District.[60] The festival extends into the Fremont East Entertainment District as well.[61]

The Thursday prior to First Friday is known in the arts district as "Preview Thursday." This evening event highlights new gallery exhibitions throughout the district.[62]

The Las Vegas Academy of International Studies, Performing and Visual Arts[image: External link] is a Grammy[image: External link] award-winning magnet school[image: External link] located in downtown Las Vegas[image: External link].

The Smith Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link] is situated downtown in Symphony Park. The world-class performing arts center hosts Broadway shows and other major touring attractions, as well as orchestral, opera, ballet, choir, jazz, and dance performances.

Las Vegas is also known as the Gambling Capital of the World, as the city currently has the largest strip of land-based casinos in the world.[63]
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in the Las Vegas metropolitan area[image: External link]


Las Vegas will have two major professional teams in the near future. The Vegas Golden Knights[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] are an expansion team that will begin play in the 2017–18 NHL season[image: External link] out of T-Mobile Arena in nearby Paradise. They will be the first major professional team in Las Vegas and the entire state of Nevada.[64] The Oakland Raiders[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] will relocate to Las Vegas at least by the 2020 NFL season after a vote between the team owners approving the franchises' relocation to the city.[65]

In response to the original rumors of the eventual NHL expansion team[image: External link] in Las Vegas, ESPN[image: External link] writer Scott Burnside noted several obstacles that would be faced by the city if it were to become a professional sports market, including the presence of legal sports betting, scheduling conflicts with the large amount of residents who work nighttime and overnight shifts, and that the casinos would be unlikely to give away tickets to such events as a promotion, as they run contrary to a goal of encouraging patrons to remain in their facilities.[66]

The National Basketball Association[image: External link] might grant an expansion team to Las Vegas in the future, but they do not know when it will occur.[67] Las Vegas was the site of the 2007 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] but it was held at the nearby UNLV Thomas and Mack Center[image: External link] in nearby Paradise.

The only minor league sports team that plays in the city of Las Vegas is the Las Vegas 51s[image: External link] of the Pacific Coast League[image: External link], the AAA[image: External link] farm club of the New York Mets[image: External link].
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 Parks and recreation




Las Vegas has 68 parks. The city owns the land for, but does not operate, four golf courses: Angel Park Golf Club, Desert Pines Golf Club, Durango Hills Golf Club and the Las Vegas Municipal Golf Course. It is also responsible for 123 playgrounds, 23 softball fields, 10 football fields, 44 soccer fields, 10 dog parks, six community centers, four senior centers, 109 skates parks, six swimming pools and more.[68]
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 Government




The city of Las Vegas government operates as a council–manager government[image: External link]. The Mayor sits as a Council member-at-large and presides over all of the City Council[image: External link] meetings. In the event that the Mayor cannot preside over a City Council meeting, the Mayor Pro-Tem is the presiding officer[image: External link] of the meeting until such time as the Mayor returns to his/her seat. The City Manager is responsible for the administration and the day-to-day operations of all municipal services[image: External link] and city departments. The City Manager maintains intergovernmental relationships with federal, state, county and other local governments.

Much of the Las Vegas metropolitan area is split into neighboring incorporated cities or unincorporated communities. Approximately 700,000 people live in unincorporated areas governed by Clark County[image: External link], and another 465,000 live in incorporated cities such as North Las Vegas[image: External link], Henderson[image: External link] and Boulder City[image: External link]. Las Vegas and Clark County share a police department, the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department[image: External link], which was formed after a 1973 merger of the Las Vegas Police Department[image: External link] and the Clark County Sheriff's Department[image: External link]. North Las Vegas, Henderson, Boulder City and some colleges have their own police departments.

A Paiute[image: External link] Indian reservation[image: External link] occupies about 1 acre (0.40 ha) in the downtown area.

Las Vegas, home to the Lloyd D. George Federal District Courthouse[image: External link] and the Regional Justice Center, draws numerous companies providing bail, marriage, divorce, tax, incorporation[image: External link] and other legal services.
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 City council






	Name
	Position
	Term

ends
	References
	Notes



	Carolyn Goodman[image: External link]
	Mayor
	2015
	[69]
	Replaced her husband, Oscar Goodman[image: External link], who was term-limited



	Lois Tarkanian
	1st Ward Council member
	2015
	[70]
	



	Bob Beers[image: External link]
	2nd Ward Council member
	2017
	[citation needed[image: External link]]
	



	Bob Coffin[image: External link]
	3rd Ward Council member
	2015
	[69]
	



	Stavros Anthony
	4th Ward Council member
	2017
	[citation needed[image: External link]]
	



	Ricki Barlow
	5th Ward Council member
	2015
	[70]
	



	Steven Ross
	6th Ward Council member
	2017
	[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Education




Main article: Las Vegas Valley § Education[image: External link]
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 Primary and secondary schools




Main article: Clark County School District[image: External link]


Primary and secondary public education[image: External link] is provided by the Clark County School District[image: External link], which is the fifth most populous school district in the nation. Students totaled 314,653 in grades K-12 for school year 2013–2014.[71]
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 Colleges and universities




The College of Southern Nevada[image: External link] (the third largest community college in the United States by enrollment) is the main higher education facility in the city. Other institutions include the University of Nevada School of Medicine[image: External link], with a campus in the city, and the for-profit private school Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts[image: External link]. Educational opportunities exist around the city; among them are the University of Nevada, Las Vegas[image: External link] and Nevada State College[image: External link] run by the Nevada System of Higher Education[image: External link], Desert Research Institute[image: External link], The International Academy of Design & Technology Las Vegas[image: External link] and Touro University Nevada[image: External link].
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Las Vegas[image: External link]


RTC Transit[image: External link] is a public transportation system providing bus service throughout Las Vegas, Henderson, North Las Vegas and other areas of the valley. Inter-city bus service to and from Las Vegas is provided by Greyhound[image: External link], BoltBus[image: External link], Orange Belt Stages[image: External link], Tufesa, and several smaller carriers.[72] Amtrak[image: External link] trains have not served Las Vegas since the service via the Desert Wind[image: External link] was discontinued in 1997. Though no Amtrak trains have served Las Vegas since the Desert Wind was cancelled in 1997, Amtrak California[image: External link] operates Thruway Motorcoach[image: External link] dedicated service between the city and its passenger rail stations in Bakersfield, California[image: External link], as well as Los Angeles Union Station[image: External link] via Barstow[image: External link].[73]

A bus rapid-transit link in Las Vegas called the Strip & Downtown Express (previously ACE Gold Line[74]) with limited stops and frequent service was launched in March 2010, and connects downtown Las Vegas, the Strip and the Las Vegas Convention Center.

With some exceptions, including Las Vegas Boulevard[image: External link], Boulder Highway (SR 582)[image: External link] and Rancho Drive (SR 599)[image: External link], the majority of surface streets in Las Vegas are laid out in a grid along Public Land Survey System[image: External link] section lines[image: External link]. Many are maintained by the Nevada Department of Transportation[image: External link] as state highways[image: External link]. The street numbering system is divided by the following streets:


	Westcliff Drive, US 95 Expressway[image: External link], Fremont Street[image: External link] and Charleston Boulevard[image: External link] divide the north–south block numbers from west to east.

	
Las Vegas Boulevard[image: External link] divides the east–west streets from the Las Vegas Strip[image: External link] to near the Stratosphere, then Main Street becomes the dividing line from the Stratosphere to the North Las Vegas border, after which the Goldfield Street alignment divides east and west.

	On the east side of Las Vegas, block numbers between Charleston Boulevard[image: External link] and Washington Avenue are different along Nellis Boulevard, which is the eastern border of the city limits.



Interstates 15, 515, and US 95 lead out of the city in four directions. Two major freeways – Interstate 15[image: External link] and Interstate 515[image: External link]/U.S. Route 95[image: External link] – cross in downtown Las Vegas. I-15 connects Las Vegas to Los Angeles, and heads northeast to and beyond Salt Lake City[image: External link]. I-515 goes southeast to Henderson[image: External link], beyond which US 93[image: External link] continues over the Mike O'Callaghan–Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge[image: External link] towards Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link]. US 95 connects the city to northwestern Nevada, including Carson City[image: External link] and Reno[image: External link]. US 93 splits from I-15 northeast of Las Vegas and goes north through the eastern part of the state, serving Ely[image: External link] and Wells[image: External link]. US 95 heads south from US 93 near Henderson through far eastern California. A partial beltway[image: External link] has been built, consisting of Interstate 215[image: External link] on the south and Clark County 215[image: External link] on the west and north. Other radial routes include Blue Diamond Road (SR 160)[image: External link] to Pahrump[image: External link] and Lake Mead Boulevard (SR 147)[image: External link] to Lake Mead[image: External link].


	East–west roads, north to south[75]






	Ann Road

	Smoke Ranch Road

	Summerlin Parkway[image: External link]






	North–south roads, west to east





	Fort Apache Road

	Durango Drive

	Buffalo Drive

	Decatur Boulevard[image: External link]

	Valley View Boulevard

	Maryland Parkway

	Pecos Road





McCarran International Airport[image: External link] handles international and domestic flights into the Las Vegas Valley. The airport also serves private aircraft and freight/cargo flights. Most general aviation traffic uses the smaller North Las Vegas Airport[image: External link] and Henderson Executive Airport[image: External link].

The Union Pacific Railroad[image: External link] is the only Class I railroad[image: External link] providing rail freight service to the city. Until 1997, the Amtrak Desert Wind train service ran through Las Vegas using the Union Pacific Railroad tracks.
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Las Vegas[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of films set in Las Vegas[image: External link]

	List of films shot in Las Vegas[image: External link]

	List of Las Vegas casinos that never opened[image: External link]

	List of mayors of Las Vegas[image: External link]

	List of television shows set in Las Vegas[image: External link]

	Radio stations in Las Vegas[image: External link]

	Television stations in Las Vegas[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the highest and lowest temperature readings during an entire month or year) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.
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Nevada






This article is about the U.S. state of Nevada. For other uses, see Nevada (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Nevada ( Spanish[image: External link] for "snowy"; see pronunciations) is a state[image: External link] in the Western[image: External link], Mountain West[image: External link], and Southwestern[image: External link] regions of the United States of America[image: External link]. Nevada is the 7th most extensive[image: External link], the 34th most populous[image: External link], and the 9th least densely populated[image: External link] of the 50 United States[image: External link]. Nearly three-quarters of Nevada's people live in Clark County[image: External link], which contains the Las Vegas–Paradise metropolitan area[image: External link][6] where three of the state's four largest incorporated cities are located.[7] Nevada's capital is Carson City[image: External link]. Nevada is officially known as the "Silver State" because of the importance of silver to its history and economy. It is also known as the "Battle Born State", because it achieved statehood during the Civil War[image: External link] (the words "Battle Born" also appear on the state flag[image: External link]); as the "Sage-brush State", for the native plant of the same name[image: External link]; and as the " Sage-hen[image: External link] State".[8] Nevada borders Oregon[image: External link] to the northwest, Idaho[image: External link] to the northeast, California[image: External link] to the west, Arizona[image: External link] to the southeast and Utah[image: External link] to the east.

Nevada is largely desert[image: External link] and semi-arid, much of it within the Great Basin[image: External link]. Areas south of the Great Basin are within the Mojave Desert[image: External link], while Lake Tahoe[image: External link] and the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] lie on the western edge. About 86% of the state's land is managed by various jurisdictions of the U.S. federal government[image: External link], both civilian and military.[9]

Before European contact, Native Americans of the Paiute[image: External link], Shoshone[image: External link], and Washoe[image: External link] tribes inhabited the land that is now Nevada. The first Europeans to explore the region were Spanish. They called the region Nevada (snowy) because of the snow which covered the mountains in winter. The area formed part of the Viceroyalty of New Spain, and became part of Mexico when it gained independence in 1821. The United States annexed the area in 1848 after its victory in the Mexican–American War[image: External link], and it was incorporated as part of Utah Territory[image: External link] in 1850. The discovery of silver at the Comstock Lode[image: External link] in 1859 led to a population boom that became an impetus to the creation of Nevada Territory[image: External link] out of western Utah Territory in 1861. Nevada became the 36th state on October 31, 1864, as the second of two states added to the Union during the Civil War (the first being West Virginia[image: External link]).[10]

Nevada has a reputation for its libertarian laws. In 1940, with a population[image: External link] of just over 110,000 people, Nevada was by far the least-populated state, with less than half the population of the next least-populated state.[11] However, legalized gambling[image: External link] and lenient marriage and divorce[image: External link] laws transformed Nevada into a major tourist destination in the 20th century.[12][13] Nevada is the only U.S. state where prostitution[image: External link] is legal, though it is illegal in Clark County (Las Vegas), Washoe County (Reno) and Carson City (which, as an independent city, is not within the boundaries of any county). The tourism industry remains Nevada's largest employer,[14] with mining continuing as a substantial sector of the economy: Nevada is the fourth-largest producer of gold in the world.[15]



TOP
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 Etymology and pronunciation




The name "Nevada" comes from the Spanish nevada [neˈβaða][image: External link], meaning "snow-covered",[16] after the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] ("snow-covered mountain range").

Most Nevadans pronounce the second syllable of their state name using the vowel of "trap" (/n'vaede /[image: External link]). Many from outside the Western United States pronounce it with the vowel of "father" (/n'va:de /[image: External link]). Although the latter pronunciation is closer to the Spanish pronunciation, it is not the pronunciation preferred by most Nevadans. State Assemblyman Harry Mortenson[image: External link] proposed a bill to recognize the alternate (quasi-Spanish) pronunciation of Nevada,[17] though the bill was not supported by most legislators and never received a vote. The Nevadan pronunciation is the de facto official one, since it is the one used by the state legislature. At one time, the state's official tourism organization, TravelNevada, stylized the name of the state as "Nevăda", with a breve mark over the a indicating the locally preferred pronunciation[18] which is also available as a license plate design.
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 Geography




Nevada is almost entirely within the Basin and Range Province[image: External link], and is broken up by many north-south mountain ranges. Most of these ranges have endorheic[image: External link] valleys between them, which belies the image portrayed by the term Great Basin[image: External link].

Much of the northern part of the state is within the Great Basin, a mild desert that experiences hot temperatures in the summer and cold temperatures in the winter. Occasionally, moisture from the Arizona Monsoon[image: External link] will cause summer thunderstorms; Pacific storms may blanket the area with snow. The state's highest recorded temperature was 125 °F (52 °C) in Laughlin[image: External link] (elevation of 605 feet or 184 metres) on June 29, 1994.[19] The coldest recorded temperature was −52  °F[image: External link] (−47  °C[image: External link]) set in San Jacinto in 1972, in the northeastern portion of the state.[19]

The Humboldt River[image: External link] crosses the state from east to west across the northern part of the state, draining into the Humboldt Sink[image: External link] near Lovelock[image: External link]. Several rivers drain from the Sierra Nevada eastward, including the Walker[image: External link], Truckee[image: External link], and Carson[image: External link] rivers. All of these rivers are endorheic basins[image: External link], ending in Walker Lake[image: External link], Pyramid Lake[image: External link], and the Carson Sink[image: External link], respectively. However, not all of Nevada is within the Great Basin[image: External link]. Tributaries of the Snake River[image: External link] drain the far north, while the Colorado River[image: External link], which also forms much of the boundary with Arizona[image: External link], drains much of southern Nevada.

The mountain ranges, some of which have peaks above 13,000 feet (4,000 m), harbor lush forests high above desert plains, creating sky islands[image: External link] for endemic species. The valleys are often no lower in elevation than 3,000 feet (910 m), while some in central Nevada are above 6,000 feet (1,800 m).

The southern third of the state, where the Las Vegas area is situated, is within the Mojave Desert[image: External link]. The area receives less rain in the winter but is closer to the Arizona Monsoon in the summer. The terrain is also lower, mostly below 4,000 feet (1,200 m), creating conditions for hot summer days and cool to chilly winter nights (the result of temperature inversion[image: External link]).

Nevada and California have by far the longest diagonal line[image: External link] (in respect to the cardinal directions) as a state boundary[image: External link] at just over 400 miles (640 km). This line begins in Lake Tahoe[image: External link] nearly 4 miles (6.4 km) offshore (in the direction of the boundary), and continues to the Colorado River[image: External link] where the Nevada, California, and Arizona boundaries merge 12 miles (19 km) southwest of the Laughlin Bridge.

The largest mountain range in the southern portion of the state is the Spring Mountain Range[image: External link], just west of Las Vegas. The state's lowest point is along the Colorado River, south of Laughlin.

Nevada has 172 mountain summits with 2,000 feet (610 m) of prominence. Nevada ranks second in the USA, behind Alaska, and ahead of California, Montana, and Washington. Nevada is the most mountainous state in the contiguous United States.
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 Climate




Nevada is the driest state in the United States.[20] It is made up of mostly desert and semi-arid climate regions, and, with the exception of the Las Vegas Valley[image: External link], the average summer diurnal temperature range[image: External link] approaches 40 °F (22 °C) in much of the state. While winters in northern Nevada are long and fairly cold, the winter season in the southern part of the state tends to be of short duration and mild. Most parts of Nevada receive scarce precipitation during the year. Most rain that falls in the state falls on the lee side (east and northeast slopes) of the Sierra Nevada.

The average annual rainfall per year is about 7 inches (180 mm); the wettest parts get around 40 inches (1,000 mm). Nevada's highest recorded temperature is 125 °F (52 °C) at Laughlin[image: External link] on June 29, 1994 and the lowest recorded temperature is −50 °F (−46 °C) at San Jacinto[image: External link] on January 8, 1937. Nevada's 125 °F (52 °C) reading is the third highest statewide record high temperature of a U.S. state, just behind Arizona's 128 °F (53 °C) reading and California's 134 °F (57 °C) reading.



	Average daily maximum and minimum temperatures for selected cities in Nevada



	Location
	July (°F)
	July (°C)
	December (°F)
	December (°C)



	Max
	Min
	Max
	Min
	Max
	Min
	Max
	Min



	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	104
	81
	40
	27
	56
	38
	13
	3



	Reno[image: External link]
	92
	57
	33
	14
	45
	25
	7
	–4



	Carson City[image: External link]
	89
	52
	32
	11
	45
	22
	7
	–5



	Elko[image: External link]
	90
	50
	32
	10
	37
	14
	2
	–9



	Fallon[image: External link]
	92
	54
	33
	12
	45
	19
	7
	–7



	Winnemucca[image: External link]
	93
	52
	34
	11
	41
	17
	5
	–8
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 Vegetation




The vegetation of Nevada is diverse and differs by state area. Nevada contains six biotic zones[image: External link]: alpine[image: External link], sub-alpine[image: External link], ponderosa pine[image: External link], pinion-juniper[image: External link], sagebrush[image: External link] and creosotebush[image: External link].[22]
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 Counties




Further information: List of counties in Nevada[image: External link]


Nevada is divided into political jurisdictions designated as counties[image: External link]. Carson City is officially a consolidated municipality; however, for many purposes under state law it is considered to be a county. As of 1919 there were 17 counties in the state, ranging from 146 to 18,159 square miles (380 to 47,030 km2).

Lake County[image: External link], one of the original nine counties formed in 1861, was renamed Roop County[image: External link] in 1862. Part of the county became Lassen County, California[image: External link] in 1864. The portion that remained in Nevada was annexed in 1883 by Washoe County.[23]

In 1969, Ormsby County was dissolved and the Consolidated Municipality of Carson City[image: External link] was created by the Legislature in its place co-terminous with the old boundaries of Ormsby County.

Bullfrog County[image: External link] was formed in 1987 from part of Nye County. After the creation was declared unconstitutional the county was abolished in 1989.[23]

Humboldt county was designated as a county in 1856 by Utah Territorial Legislature[image: External link] and again in 1861 by the new Nevada Legislature.

Clark County is the most populous county in Nevada, accounting for nearly three-quarters of its residents. Las Vegas, Nevada's most populous city, has been the county seat[image: External link] since the county was created in 1909 from a portion of Lincoln County, Nevada[image: External link]. Before that, it was a part of Arizona Territory[image: External link]. Clark County attracts numerous tourists. An estimated 44 million people visited Clark County in 2014.[24]

Washoe County is the second most populous county of Nevada. Its county seat is Reno[image: External link]. Washoe County includes the Reno–Sparks metropolitan area[image: External link].

Lyon County is the third most populous county. It was one of the nine original counties created in 1861. It was named after Nathaniel Lyon[image: External link], the first Union General to be killed in the Civil War[image: External link]. Its current county seat is Yerington[image: External link]. Its first county seat was established at Dayton[image: External link] on November 29, 1861.[25]



	Nevada counties



	County name
	County seat
	Year founded
	2010 population[26]
	Percent of total
	Area (mi2)
	Percent of total
	Population density (/mi2)



	Carson City[image: External link]
	Carson City
	1861
	55,274
	2.63 %
	146
	0.13 %
	378.59



	Churchill[image: External link]
	Fallon[image: External link]
	1861
	24,877
	0.92 %
	5,023
	4.54 %
	4.95



	Clark[image: External link]
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	1908
	1,951,269
	72.25 %
	8,091
	7.32 %
	241.17



	Douglas[image: External link]
	Minden[image: External link]
	1861
	46,997
	1.74 %
	738
	0.67 %
	63.68



	Elko[image: External link]
	Elko[image: External link]
	1869
	48,818
	1.81 %
	17,203
	15.56 %
	2.84



	Esmeralda[image: External link]
	Goldfield[image: External link]
	1861
	783
	0.03 %
	3,589
	3.25 %
	0.22



	Eureka[image: External link]
	Eureka[image: External link]
	1869
	1,987
	0.07 %
	4,180
	3.78 %
	0.48



	Humboldt[image: External link]
	Winnemucca[image: External link]
	1856/1861
	16,528
	0.61 %
	9,658
	8.74 %
	1.71



	Lander[image: External link]
	Battle Mountain[image: External link]
	1861
	5,775
	0.21 %
	5,519
	4.99 %
	1.05



	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Pioche[image: External link]
	1866
	5,345
	0.20 %
	10,637
	9.62 %
	0.50



	Lyon[image: External link]
	Yerington[image: External link]
	1861
	51,980
	1.92 %
	2,016
	1.82 %
	25.78



	Mineral[image: External link]
	Hawthorne[image: External link]
	1911
	4,772
	0.18 %
	3,813
	3.45 %
	1.25



	Nye[image: External link]
	Tonopah[image: External link]
	1864
	43,946
	1.63 %
	18,159
	16.43 %
	2.42



	Pershing[image: External link]
	Lovelock[image: External link]
	1919
	6,753
	0.25 %
	6,068
	5.49 %
	1.11



	Storey[image: External link]
	Virginia City[image: External link]
	1861
	4,010
	0.15 %
	264
	0.24 %
	15.19



	Washoe[image: External link]
	Reno[image: External link]
	1861
	421,407
	15.60 %
	6,551
	5.93 %
	64.32



	White Pine[image: External link]
	Ely[image: External link]
	1869
	10,030
	0.37 %
	8,897
	8.05 %
	1.12



	Totals
	Counties: 17
	
	2,700,551
	
	110,552
	
	24.43





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Main article: History of Nevada[image: External link]
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 Before 1861




Francisco Garcés[image: External link] was the first European in the area,[27] Nevada was annexed as a part of the Spanish Empire[image: External link] in the northwestern territory of New Spain[image: External link]. Administratively, the area of Nevada was part of the Commandancy General of the Provincias Internas[image: External link] in the Viceroyalty of New Spain[image: External link]. Nevada became a part of Alta California[image: External link] (Upper California) province in 1804 when the Californias[image: External link] were split. With the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] won in 1821, the province of Alta California became a territory (state) of Mexico, with small population. Jedediah Smith[image: External link] entered the Las Vegas Valley[image: External link] in 1827, and Peter Skene Ogden[image: External link] traveled the Humboldt River[image: External link] in 1828. When the Mormons created the State of Deseret[image: External link] in 1847, they laid claim to all of Nevada within the Great Basin and the Colorado watershed. In June 1855, William Bringhurst and 29 fellow Mormon missionaries from Utah arrived at this site just northeast of downtown Las Vegas and built a 150-foot square adobe fort, the first permanent structure erected in the valley, which remained under the control of Salt Lake City until the winter of 1858-1859.

As a result of the Mexican–American War[image: External link] and the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link] permanently lost Alta California in 1848. The new areas acquired by the United States continued to be administered as territories. As part of the Mexican Cession[image: External link] (1848) and the subsequent California Gold Rush[image: External link] that used Emigrant Trails[image: External link] through the area, the state's area evolved[image: External link] first as part of the Utah Territory[image: External link], then the Nevada Territory[image: External link] (March 2, 1861; named for the Sierra Nevada[image: External link]).[28]

See History of Utah[image: External link], History of Las Vegas[image: External link], and the discovery of the first major U.S. deposit of silver ore[image: External link] in Comstock Lode[image: External link] under Virginia City, Nevada[image: External link] in 1859.
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 Separation from Utah Territory




See also: Nevada in the American Civil War[image: External link]


On March 2, 1861, the Nevada Territory[image: External link] separated from the Utah Territory[image: External link] and adopted its current name, shortened from Sierra Nevada (Spanish for "snow-covered mountain range").

The 1861 southern boundary is commemorated by Nevada Historical Markers[image: External link] 57 and 58 in Lincoln and Nye counties.
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 Statehood (1864)




See also: Nevada in the American Civil War[image: External link]


Eight days before the presidential election of 1864[image: External link], Nevada became the 36th state in the union. Statehood was rushed to the date of October 31 to help ensure Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]'s reelection on November 8 and post-Civil War Republican[image: External link] dominance in Congress,[29] as Nevada's mining-based economy tied it to the more industrialized Union[image: External link]. As it turned out, however, Lincoln and the Republicans won the election handily, and did not need Nevada's help.

Nevada is one of only two states to significantly expand its borders after admission to the Union. (The other is Missouri, which acquired additional territory in 1837 due to the Platte Purchase[image: External link].)

In 1866 another part of the western Utah Territory was added to Nevada in the eastern part of the state, setting the current eastern boundary.

Nevada achieved its current southern boundaries on January 18, 1867, when it absorbed the portion of Pah-Ute County[image: External link] in the Arizona Territory[image: External link] west of the Colorado River, essentially all of present-day Nevada south of the 37th parallel[image: External link]. The transfer was prompted by the discovery of gold in the area, and it was thought by officials Nevada would be better able to oversee the expected population boom. This area includes most of what is now Clark County[image: External link] and the Las Vegas metropolitan area.

Mining shaped Nevada's economy for many years (see Silver mining in Nevada[image: External link]). When Mark Twain[image: External link] lived in Nevada during the period described in Roughing It[image: External link], mining had led to an industry of speculation and immense wealth. However, both mining and population declined in the late 19th century. However, the rich silver strike at Tonopah[image: External link] in 1900, followed by strikes in Goldfield[image: External link] and Rhyolite[image: External link], again put Nevada's population on an upward trend.
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 Gambling and labor




Unregulated gambling[image: External link] was commonplace in the early Nevada mining towns but was outlawed in 1909 as part of a nationwide anti-gambling crusade. Because of subsequent declines in mining output and the decline of the agricultural sector during the Great Depression[image: External link], Nevada again legalized gambling on March 19, 1931, with approval from the legislature. Governor Fred B. Balzar[image: External link]'s signature enacted the most liberal divorce laws in the country and open gambling. The reforms came just eight days after the federal government presented the $49 million construction contract for Boulder Dam[image: External link] (now Hoover Dam[image: External link]).[30]
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 Nuclear testing




The Nevada Test Site[image: External link], 65 miles (105 km) northwest of the city of Las Vegas, was founded on January 11, 1951, for the testing of nuclear weapons[image: External link]. The site consists of about 1,350 square miles (3,500 km2) of desert and mountainous terrain. Nuclear testing[image: External link] at the Nevada Test Site began with a 1 kiloton of TNT (4.2 TJ) bomb dropped on Frenchman Flat[image: External link] on January 27, 1951. The last atmospheric test was conducted on July 17, 1962, and the underground testing of weapons continued until September 23, 1992. The location is known for having the highest concentration of nuclear-detonated weapons in the U.S.

Over 80% of the state's area is owned by the federal government. The primary reason for this is homesteads[image: External link] were not permitted in large enough sizes to be viable in the arid conditions that prevail throughout desert Nevada. Instead, early settlers would homestead land surrounding a water source, and then graze livestock on the adjacent public land, which is useless for agriculture without access to water (this pattern of ranching[image: External link] still prevails).
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 Demographics
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 Population




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates the population of Nevada on July 1, 2016 was 2,940,058, an increase of 56,300 residents (1.95%) since the 2015 US Census estimate and an increase of 239,367 residents (8.86%) since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[1] Nevada had the second highest percentage growth in population from 2015 to 2016.

Since the 2010 census, the population of Nevada had a natural increase of 87,581 (the net difference between 222,508 births and 134,927 deaths); and an increase due to net migration of 146,626 (of which 104,032 was due to domestic and 42,594 was due to international migration).[31]

The center of population[image: External link] of Nevada is in southern Nye County[image: External link].[32] In this county, the unincorporated town of Pahrump[image: External link], 60 miles (97 km) west of Las Vegas on the California state line, has grown very rapidly from 1980 to 2010. At the 2010 census, the town had 36,441 residents.[33] Las Vegas was America's fastest-growing city and metropolitan area from 1960 to 2000, but has grown from a gulch of 100 people in 1900 to 10,000 by 1950 to 100,000 by 1970.

From about the 1940s until 2003, Nevada was the fastest-growing state in the US percentage-wise. Between 1990 and 2000, Nevada's population increased 66%, while the USA's population increased 13%. Over two thirds of the population of the state lives in the Clark County[image: External link] Las Vegas metropolitan area[image: External link].

Henderson[image: External link] and North Las Vegas[image: External link] are among the USA's top 20 fastest-growing cities of over 100,000.

The rural community of Mesquite[image: External link] 65 miles (105 km) northeast of Las Vegas was an example of micropolitan growth in the 1990s and 2000s. Other desert towns like Indian Springs[image: External link] and Searchlight[image: External link] on the outskirts of Las Vegas have seen some growth as well.

Large numbers of new residents in the state originate from California, which led some locals to feel their state is being " Californicated[image: External link]".[34]
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 Settelments




A small percentage of Nevada's population lives in rural areas. The culture of these places differs significantly from the major metropolitan areas. People in these rural counties tend to be native Nevada residents, unlike in the Las Vegas and Reno areas, where the vast majority of the population was born in another state. The rural population is also less diverse in terms of race and ethnicity. Mining plays an important role in the economies of the rural counties, with tourism being less prominent.[36] Ranching also has a long tradition in rural Nevada.[37]
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 Locations by GDP






	Ranked by per capita income in 2000



	Rank
	Place
	GDP
	County



	1
	Incline Village-Crystal Bay[image: External link]
	$52,521
	Washoe[image: External link]



	2
	Kingsbury[image: External link]
	$41,421
	Douglas[image: External link]



	3
	Mount Charleston[image: External link]
	$38,821
	Clark[image: External link]



	4
	Verdi-Mogul[image: External link]
	$38,233
	Washoe



	5
	Zephyr Cove-Round Hill Village[image: External link]
	$37,218
	Douglas



	6
	Summerlin South[image: External link]
	$33,017
	Clark



	7
	Blue Diamond[image: External link]
	$30,479
	Clark



	8
	Minden[image: External link]
	$30,405
	Douglas



	9
	Boulder City[image: External link]
	$29,770
	Clark



	10
	Spanish Springs[image: External link]
	$26,908
	Washoe



	
Further information: Nevada locations by per capita income[image: External link]
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 Ancestry




According to the 2010 census estimates, racial distribution was as follows:


	66.2% White American[image: External link] (54.1% Non-Hispanic White[image: External link], 12.1% White Hispanic[image: External link])

	8.1% Black American[image: External link] (African American[image: External link])

	7.2% Asian American[image: External link]


	4.7% Multiracial American[image: External link]


	1.2% American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	0.6% Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and other Pacific Islander[image: External link]


	12.0% some other race



Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race made 26.5% of the population.[38] In 1980, non-Hispanic whites made up 83.3% of the state's population.[39]



	Nevada racial breakdown of population



	Racial composition
	1970[39]
	1990[39]
	2000[40]
	2010[41]



	White[image: External link]
	86.7%
	78.7%
	65.2%
	66.2%



	Black[image: External link]
	5.7%
	6.6%
	6.8%
	8.1%



	Asian[image: External link]
	0.7%
	3.2%
	4.5%
	7.2%



	Native[image: External link]
	1.6%
	1.6%
	1.3%
	1.2%



	Other race[image: External link]
	0.3%
	4.4%
	8.0%
	12.0%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	3.8%
	4.7%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	5.6%
	10.4%
	19.7%
	26.5%




The principal ancestries of Nevada's residents in 2009 have been surveyed to be the following:[42]


	20.8% Mexican[image: External link]


	13.3% German[image: External link]


	10.0% Irish[image: External link]


	9.2% English[image: External link]


	6.3% Italian[image: External link]


	3.8% American[image: External link]


	3.6% Scandinavian[image: External link] (1.4% Norwegian[image: External link], 1.4% Swedish[image: External link], and 0.8% Danish[image: External link]).



Nevada is home to many cultures and nationalities. As of 2011, 63.6% of Nevada's population younger than age 1 were minorities.[43] Las Vegas is a minority majority[image: External link] city. Nevada also has a sizable Basque[image: External link] ancestry population. In Douglas[image: External link], Mineral[image: External link] and Pershing[image: External link] counties, a plurality of residents are of Mexican ancestry, with Clark County (Las Vegas) alone being home to over 200,000 Mexican Americans[image: External link]. Nye County[image: External link] and Humboldt County[image: External link] have a plurality of Germans[image: External link]; and Washoe County has many Irish Americans. Americans of English[image: External link] descent form pluralities in Lincoln County[image: External link], Churchill County[image: External link], Lyon County[image: External link], White Pine County[image: External link] and Eureka County[image: External link]. Las Vegas is home to rapid-growing ethnic communities, including Scandinavians[image: External link], Italians[image: External link], Poles[image: External link], Greeks[image: External link], Spaniards[image: External link] and Armenians[image: External link]. Though, Mexicans are the majority of Latinos in the state, Nevada has a relatively diverse Hispanic/Latino population.

Asian Americans lived in the state since the California Gold Rush of the 1850s brought thousands of Chinese miners to Washoe county. They were followed by a few hundred Japanese[image: External link] farm workers in the late 19th century. By the late 20th century, many immigrants from China[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Korea, the Philippines[image: External link], Bangladesh[image: External link], India and Vietnam[image: External link] came to the Las Vegas metropolitan area. The city now has one of America's most prolific Asian American communities, with a mostly Chinese and Taiwanese[image: External link] area known as "Chinatown" west of I-15 on Spring Mountain Road, and an "Asiatown" shopping mall for Asian customers at Charleston Boulevard and Paradise Road. Filipino Americans[image: External link] form the largest Asian American group in the state, with a population of more than 113,000. They comprise 56.5% of the Asian American population in Nevada and constitute about 4.3% of the entire state's population.[44]

Largely African American sections of Las Vegas and Reno can be found. Many current African-American Nevadans are newly transplanted residents from California.

According to the 2000 US Census[image: External link], 16.19% of Nevada's population aged 5 and older speak Spanish at home, while 1.59% speak Filipino[image: External link],[45] and 1% speak Chinese[image: External link].

At the 2010 census, 6.9% of the state's population were reported as under 5, 24.6% were under 18, and 12.0% were 65 or older.[38] Females made up about 49.5% of the population.[38]

Las Vegas was a major destination for immigrants from South Asia and Latin America seeking employment in the gaming and hospitality industries during the 1990s and first decade of the 21st century, but farming and construction are the biggest employers of immigrant labor.

Senior citizens (over age 65) and infants, young children or teenagers (under age 18) form large sections of the Nevada population. The religious makeup of Nevadans includes large communities of Mormons[image: External link], Roman Catholics and Evangelicals[image: External link]; each is known for higher birth rates and a younger than national average age. American Jews[image: External link] represent a large proportion of the active adult retirement community.

Data from 2000 and 2005 suggests the following figures:



	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1860[image: External link]
	6,857
	
	—



	1870[image: External link]
	42,941
	
	526.2%



	1880[image: External link]
	62,266
	
	45.0%



	1890[image: External link]
	47,355
	
	−23.9%



	1900[image: External link]
	42,335
	
	−10.6%



	1910[image: External link]
	81,875
	
	93.4%



	1920[image: External link]
	77,407
	
	−5.5%



	1930[image: External link]
	91,058
	
	17.6%



	1940[image: External link]
	110,247
	
	21.1%



	1950[image: External link]
	160,083
	
	45.2%



	1960[image: External link]
	285,278
	
	78.2%



	1970[image: External link]
	488,738
	
	71.3%



	1980[image: External link]
	800,493
	
	63.8%



	1990[image: External link]
	1,201,833
	
	50.1%



	2000[image: External link]
	1,998,257
	
	66.3%



	2010[image: External link]
	2,700,551
	
	35.1%



	Est. 2016
	2,940,058
	
	8.9%



	Source: 1910–2010[46]

2016 estimate.[1]
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 Birth data




Note: Births in table don't add up, because Hispanics are counted both by their ethnicity and by their race, giving a higher overall number.



	Live Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother



	Race[image: External link]
	2013[47]
	2014[48]
	2015[49]



	White[image: External link]
	27,293 (77.9%)
	27,638 (77.1%)
	27,648 (76.2%)



	> Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	14,951 (42.7%)
	15,151 (42.2%)
	14,937 (41.2%)



	Black[image: External link]
	4,215 (12.0%)
	4,603 (12.8%)
	4,803 (13.2%)



	Asian[image: External link]
	3,097 (8.8%)
	3,145 (8.8%)
	3,337 (9.2%)



	Native[image: External link]
	425 (1.2%)
	475 (1.3%)
	510 (1.4%)



	Hispanic[image: External link] (of any race)
	12,718 (36.3%)
	13,006 (36.3%)
	13,225 (36.4%)



	Total Nevada
	35,030 (100%)
	35,861 (100%)
	36,298 (100%)
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 Religion







	Religion in Nevada[50]



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Protestant
	
  


	35%



	No religion[image: External link]
	
  


	28%



	Catholic
	
  


	25%



	Mormon
	
  


	4%



	Jewish
	
  


	2%



	Buddhist
	
  


	0.5%



	Hindu
	
  


	0.1%



	Muslim
	
  


	0.1%






Church attendance[image: External link] in Nevada is among the lowest of all US states. In a 2009 Gallup poll only 30% of Nevadans said they attended church weekly or almost weekly, compared to 42% of all Americans (only four states were found to have a lower attendance rate than Nevada).[51]

Major religious affiliations of the people of Nevada are: Protestant[image: External link] 35%, no religion 28%, Roman Catholic[image: External link] 25%, Latter-day Saint[image: External link] 4%, Jewish 2%, Hindu less than 1%, Buddhist 0.5% and Islam less than 0.1%. Parts of Nevada (in the eastern parts of the state) are situated in the Mormon Corridor[image: External link].

The largest denominations by number of adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 451,070; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] with 175,149; and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 45,535; Buddhist congregations[image: External link] 14,727; Bahá'í[image: External link] 1,723; and Muslim[image: External link] 1,700.[52] The Jewish community is represented by The Rohr Jewish Learning Institute[image: External link] and Chabad[image: External link].[53][54]
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 Economy




See also: Nevada locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The economy of Nevada is tied to tourism (especially entertainment and gambling related), mining, and cattle ranching. Nevada's industrial outputs are tourism, mining, machinery, printing and publishing, food processing, and electric equipment. The Bureau of Economic Analysis[56][57] estimates Nevada's total state product in 2010 was $126 billion. The state's per capita personal income[image: External link] in 2009 was $38,578, ranking nineteenth in the nation.[58] Nevada's state debt in 2012 was calculated to be $7.5 billion, or $3,100 per taxpayer.[59] As of December 2014, the state's unemployment rate was 6.8%.[60]
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 Entertainment and tourism




The economy of Nevada has long been tied to vice[image: External link] industries. "[Nevada was] founded on mining and refounded on sin—beginning with prizefighting and easy divorce a century ago and later extending to gaming and prostitution", said the August 21, 2010 issue of The Economist.[61] Resort areas like Las Vegas, Reno, Lake Tahoe[image: External link], and Laughlin[image: External link] attract visitors from around the nation and world. In FY08 the total of 266 casinos with gaming revenue over $1m for the year, brought in revenue of $12 billion in gaming revenue, and $13 billion in non-gaming revenue. A review of gaming statistics can be found at Nevada gaming area[image: External link].

Nevada has by far the most hotel rooms per capita in the United States. According to the American Hotel and Lodging Association, there were 187,301 rooms in 584 hotels (of 15 or more rooms). The state is ranked just below California, Texas, Florida, and New York in total number of rooms, but those states have much larger populations. Nevada has one hotel room for every 14 residents, far above the national average of one hotel room per 67 residents.[62]

Prostitution is legal in parts of Nevada[image: External link] in licensed brothels, but only counties with populations under 400,000 have the option to legalize it. Although prostitution is not a major part of the Nevada economy, employing roughly 300 women as independent contractors, it is a very visible endeavor. Of the 14 counties permitted to legalize prostitution under state law, 8 have chosen to legalize brothels. State law prohibits prostitution in Clark County (which contains Las Vegas), and Washoe County[image: External link] (which contains Reno). However, prostitution is legal in Storey County, which is part of the Reno–Sparks metropolitan area[image: External link].
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 Mining




In portions of the state outside of the Las Vegas and Reno metropolitan areas mining plays a major economic role. By value, gold is by far the most important mineral mined. In 2004, 6,800,000 ounces (190,000,000 g) of gold worth $2.84 billion were mined in Nevada, and the state accounted for 8.7% of world gold production (see Gold mining in Nevada[image: External link]). Silver is a distant second, with 10,300,000 ounces (290,000,000 g) worth $69 million mined in 2004 (see Silver mining in Nevada[image: External link]).[63] Other minerals mined in Nevada include construction aggregates, copper, gypsum, diatomite and lithium. Despite its rich deposits, the cost of mining in Nevada is generally high, and output is very sensitive to world commodity prices.
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 Cattle ranching




Cattle ranching is a major economic activity in rural Nevada. Nevada's agricultural outputs are cattle, hay, alfalfa, dairy products, onions, and potatoes. As of January 1, 2006, there were an estimated 500,000 head of cattle and 70,000 head of sheep in Nevada.[64] Most of these animals forage on rangeland[image: External link] in the summer, with supplemental feed in the winter. Calves are generally shipped to out-of-state feedlots[image: External link] in the fall to be fattened for market. Over 90% of Nevada's 484,000 acres (196,000 ha) of cropland is used to grow hay[image: External link], mostly alfalfa, for livestock feed.
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 Taxation




Nevada does not have a state income tax.

The state sales tax[image: External link] (similar to VAT or GST) in Nevada is variable depending upon the county. The minimum statewide tax rate is 6.85%, with five counties (Elko, Esmeralda, Eureka, Humboldt, and Mineral) charging this minimum amount. All other counties assess various option taxes[image: External link], making the combined state/county sales taxes rate in one county as high as 8.15%, which is the amount charged in Clark County. Sales tax in the other major counties: Carson at 7.745%, Washoe at 7.725%. The minimum Nevada sales tax rate changed on July 1, 2009.[65]
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 Largest employers




The largest employers in the state, as of the first fiscal quarter of 2011, are the following, according to the Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation:[66]



	Rank
	Employer



	1
	Clark County School District[image: External link]



	2
	Washoe County School District[image: External link]



	3
	Clark County[image: External link]



	4
	Wynn Las Vegas[image: External link]



	5
	Bellagio LLC[image: External link]



	6
	MGM Grand Hotel/Casino[image: External link]



	7
	Aria Resort & Casino LLC[image: External link]



	8
	Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino[image: External link]



	9
	Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department[image: External link]



	10
	Caesars Palace[image: External link]



	11
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas[image: External link]



	12
	The Venetian Casino Resort[image: External link]



	13
	The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas[image: External link]



	14
	The Mirage Casino-Hotel[image: External link]



	15
	University of Nevada, Reno[image: External link]



	16
	University Medical Center of Southern Nevada[image: External link]



	17
	The Palazzo Casino Resort[image: External link]



	18
	Flamingo Las Vegas Operating Company LLC[image: External link]



	19
	Encore Las Vegas[image: External link]



	20
	Luxor Las Vegas[image: External link]
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 Transportation




Amtrak[image: External link]'s California Zephyr[image: External link] train uses the Union Pacific's original transcontinental railroad[image: External link] line in daily service from Chicago to Emeryville, California[image: External link], serving Elko[image: External link], Winnemucca[image: External link], and Reno. Amtrak Thruway Motorcoaches[image: External link] also provide connecting service from Las Vegas to trains at Needles, California[image: External link], Los Angeles, and Bakersfield, California[image: External link]; and from Stateline, Nevada[image: External link], to Sacramento, California[image: External link]. Las Vegas has had no passenger train service since Amtrak's Desert Wind[image: External link] was discontinued in 1997, although there have been a number of proposals to re-introduce service to either Los Angeles or Southern California.

The Union Pacific Railroad[image: External link] has some railroads in the north and south of Nevada. Greyhound Lines[image: External link] provide some bus service to the state.

Interstate 15[image: External link] passes through the southern tip of the state, serving Las Vegas and other communities. I-215[image: External link] and spur route I-515[image: External link] also serve the Las Vegas metropolitan area. Interstate 80[image: External link] crosses through the northern part of Nevada, roughly following the path of the Humboldt River from Utah in the east and the Truckee River westward through Reno into California. It has a spur route, I-580[image: External link]. Nevada also is served by several U.S. highways: US 6[image: External link], US 50[image: External link], US 93[image: External link], US 95[image: External link] and US 395[image: External link]. There are also 189 Nevada state routes[image: External link]. Many of Nevada's counties have a system of county routes as well, though many are not signed or paved in rural areas. Nevada is one of a few states in the U.S. that does not have a continuous interstate highway[image: External link] linking its two major population centers—the road connection between the Las Vegas and Reno areas is a combination of Interstate and U.S. highways.

The state is one of just a few in the country to allow semi-trailer trucks[image: External link] with three trailers—what might be called a "road train[image: External link]" in Australia. But American versions are usually smaller, in part because they must ascend and descend some fairly steep mountain passes.

RTC Transit[image: External link] is the public transit system in the Las Vegas metropolitan area. The agency is the largest transit agency in the state and operates a network of bus service across the Las Vegas Valley[image: External link], including the use of The Deuce[image: External link], double-decker buses[image: External link], on the Las Vegas Strip[image: External link] and several outlying routes. RTC RIDE operates a system of local transit bus service throughout the Reno-Sparks metropolitan area. Other transit systems in the state include Carson City's JAC. Most other counties in the state do not have public transportation at all.

Additionally, a 4-mile (6.4 km) monorail[image: External link] system provides public transportation in the Las Vegas area. The Las Vegas Monorail[image: External link] line services several casino properties and the Las Vegas Convention Center[image: External link] on the east side of the Las Vegas Strip, running near Paradise Road, with a possible future extension to McCarran International Airport[image: External link]. Several hotels also run their own monorail lines between each other, which are typically several blocks in length.

McCarran International Airport in Las Vegas is the busiest airport serving Nevada. The Reno-Tahoe International Airport[image: External link] (formerly known as the Reno Cannon International Airport) is the other major airport in the state.
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 Law and government
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 Government




Main article: Government of Nevada[image: External link]


The government of Nevada[image: External link] is defined under the Constitution of Nevada[image: External link] as a democratic[image: External link] republic[image: External link] with three branches of government[image: External link]: the executive branch[image: External link] consisting of the Governor of Nevada[image: External link] and their cabinet along with the other elected constitutional officers; the legislative branch[image: External link] consisting of the Nevada Legislature[image: External link] which includes the Assembly[image: External link] and the Senate[image: External link]; and the judicial branch[image: External link] consisting of the Supreme Court of Nevada[image: External link] and lower courts.

The Governor of Nevada is the chief magistrate[image: External link] of Nevada,[67] the head of the executive department of the state's government,[67] and the commander-in-chief of the state[image: External link]'s military forces[image: External link].[68] The current Governor of Nevada is Brian Sandoval[image: External link], a Republican.

The Nevada Legislature is a bicameral[image: External link] body divided into an Assembly and Senate. Members of the Assembly serve for 2 years, and members of the Senate serve for 4 years. Both houses of the Nevada Legislature will be impacted by term limits starting in 2010, as Senators and Assemblymen/women will be limited to a maximum of 12 years service in each house (by appointment or election which is a lifetime limit)—a provision of the constitution which was recently upheld by the Supreme Court of Nevada in a unanimous decision. Each session of the Legislature meets for a constitutionally mandated 120 days in every odd-numbered year, or longer if the Governor calls a special session.

The Supreme Court of Nevada is the state supreme court[image: External link]. Original jurisdiction is divided between the District Courts[image: External link] (with general jurisdiction), and Justice Courts and Municipal Courts (both of limited jurisdiction).

Incorporated towns[image: External link] in Nevada, known as cities, are given the authority to legislate anything not prohibited by law. A recent movement has begun to permit home rule[image: External link] in incorporated Nevada cities to give them more flexibility and fewer restrictions from the Legislature. Town Boards for unincorporated towns[image: External link] are limited local governments created by either the local county commission, or by referendum, and form a purely advisory role and in no way diminish the responsibilities of the county commission that creates them.
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 State agencies




State departments and agencies:



	Attorney General[image: External link]

	Department of Business & Industry

	Department of Conservation & Natural Resources[image: External link]

	Consumer Health Assistance

	Controller's Office

	Department of Corrections[image: External link]

	Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs[image: External link]

	Nevada Commission on Economic Development

	Department of Education[image: External link]

	Nevada Secretary of State, Election Division

	Department of Employment, Training & Rehabilitation

	Gaming Control Board[image: External link]

	Governor's Office

	Department of Health and Human Services

	Department of Information Technology

	Department of Justice

	Lieutenant Governor[image: External link]

	Nevada Military Department

	Division of Minerals, Commission on Mineral Resources

	Department of Motor Vehicles[image: External link]

	Nevada National Guard[image: External link]

	Department of Personnel

	Advisory Council for Prosecuting Attorneys

	Public Employees Benefit Program

	Public Employees Retirement System

	Department of Public Safety[image: External link]

	
Nevada Public Utilities Commission[image: External link][69]


	Department of Secretary of State

	Department of Taxation

	Commission on Tourism

	Department of Transportation[image: External link]

	Nevada State Treasurer[image: External link]

	Universities and Community Colleges of Nevada

	Nevada Office of Veterans' Services

	Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education[image: External link]

	Nevada Department of Wildlife[image: External link]
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 Law




In 1900, Nevada's population was the smallest of all states and was shrinking, as the difficulties of living in a "barren desert" began to outweigh the lure of silver for many early settlers. Historian Lawrence Friedman[image: External link] has explained what happened next:


	
"Nevada, in a burst of ingenuity, built an economy by exploiting its sovereignty. Its strategy was to legalize all sorts of things that were illegal in California ... after easy divorce came easy marriage and casino[image: External link] gaming. Even prostitution is legal in Nevada, in any county that decides to allow it. Quite a few of them do."[70]




With the advent of air conditioning for summertime use and Southern Nevada's mild winters, the fortunes of the state began to turn around, as it did for Arizona[image: External link], making these two states the fastest growing in the Union.
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 Prostitution




See also: Prostitution in Nevada[image: External link]


Nevada is the only state where prostitution[image: External link] is legal (under the form of licensed brothels[image: External link]).

Prostitution is specifically illegal by state law in the state's larger jurisdictions, which include Clark County[image: External link] (which contains Las Vegas), Washoe County[image: External link] (which contains Reno), and the independent city of Carson City[image: External link]. Otherwise, it is legal in those counties which specifically vote to permit it. When permitted, brothels are only in rural or isolated parts of counties.
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 Divorce




Nevada's early reputation as a "divorce haven" arose from the fact that, before the no-fault divorce[image: External link] revolution in the 1970s, divorces were difficult to obtain in the United States. Already having legalized gambling and prostitution, Nevada continued the trend of boosting its profile by adopting one of the most liberal divorce statutes in the nation. This resulted in Williams v. North Carolina (1942)[image: External link], 317[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 287[image: External link] (1942), in which the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled North Carolina[image: External link] had to give "full faith and credit[image: External link]" to a Nevada divorce. The Court modified its decision in Williams v. North Carolina (1945), 325[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 226[image: External link] (1945), by holding a state need not recognize a Nevada divorce unless one of the parties was domiciled there at the time the divorce was granted and the forum state was entitled to make its own determination.

Nevada's divorce rate tops the national average.[71]
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 Taxes




Nevada's tax laws are intended to draw new residents and businesses to the state. Nevada has no personal income tax[image: External link] or corporate income tax[image: External link].[72] Since Nevada does not collect income data it cannot share such information with the federal government, the IRS[image: External link].[73]

Nevada's state sales tax rate is 6.85 percent. Counties may impose additional rates via voter approval or through approval of the Legislature; therefore, the applicable sales tax will vary by county from 6.85 percent to 8.1 percent in Clark County. Clark County, which includes Las Vegas, imposes four separate county option taxes in addition to the statewide rate – 0.25 percent for flood control, 0.50 percent for mass transit, 0.25 percent for infrastructure, and 0.25 percent for more cops. In Washoe County, which includes Reno, the sales tax rate is 7.725 percent, due to county option rates for flood control, the ReTRAC train trench project, mass transit, and an additional county rate approved under the Local Government Tax Act of 1991.[74]

The lodging tax rate in unincorporated Clark County, which includes the Las Vegas Strip, is 12%. Within the boundaries of the cities of Las Vegas and Henderson, the lodging tax rate is 13%.

Corporations such as Apple Inc.[image: External link] allegedly have set up investment companies and funds in Nevada to avoid paying taxes.[75]
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 Gay rights




Main article: Recognition of same-sex unions in Nevada[image: External link]


In 2009, the Nevada Legislature[image: External link] passed a bill creating a domestic partnership registry that enables gay couples to enjoy the same rights as married couples. As of 2014, gay marriage is legal in Nevada.
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 Incorporation




Nevada provides friendly environment for the formation of corporations, and many (especially California) businesses have incorporated in Nevada to take advantage of the benefits of the Nevada statute. Nevada corporations[image: External link] offer great flexibility to the Board of Directors and simplify or avoid many of the rules that are cumbersome to business managers in some other states. In addition, Nevada has no franchise tax[image: External link], although it does require businesses to have a license for which the business has to pay the state.
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 Financial institutions




Similarly, many U.S. states have usury[image: External link] laws limiting the amount of interest[image: External link] a lender can charge, but federal law allows corporations to 'import' these laws from their home state.
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 Alcohol and other drugs




See also: Alcohol laws of Nevada[image: External link] and Cannabis in Nevada[image: External link]


Nevada has very liberal alcohol[image: External link] laws. Bars are permitted to remain open 24 hours, with no "last call[image: External link]". Liquor stores[image: External link], convenience stores[image: External link] and supermarkets may also sell alcohol 24 hours per day, and may sell beer, wine and spirits.

In 2016, Nevada voters approved Question 2[image: External link], which legalized the possession, transportation and cultivation of personal use amounts of marijuana[image: External link] for adults age 21 years and older, and authorized the creation of a regulated market for the sale of marijuana to adults age 21 years and older through state-licensed retail outlets.[76] Nevada voters had previously approved medical marijuana[image: External link] in 2000, but rejected marijuana legalization in a similar referendum in 2006. Marijuana in all forms remains illegal under federal law.

Non-alcohol drug laws are a notable exception to Nevada's otherwise libertarian principles. It is notable for having the harshest penalties for drug offenders in the country. Nevada remains the only state to still use mandatory minimum sentencing[image: External link] guidelines for possession of drugs.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Smoking




Nevada voters enacted a smoking ban ("The Nevada Clean Indoor Air Act") in November 2006 that became effective on December 8, 2006. It outlaws smoking in most workplaces and public places. Smoking is permitted in bars, but only if the bar serves no food, or the bar is inside a larger casino. Smoking is also permitted in casinos, certain hotel rooms, tobacco shops, and brothels.[77] However, some businesses do not obey this law and the government tends not to enforce it.[78] In 2011, smoking restrictions in Nevada were loosened for certain places which allow only people age 21 or older inside.[79]
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 Crime




In 2006, the crime rate[image: External link] in Nevada was about 24% higher than the national average rate, though crime has since decreased. Property crimes[image: External link] accounted for about 85% of the total crime rate in Nevada, which was 21% higher than the national rate. The remaining 20.3% were violent crimes[image: External link].[80] A complete listing of crime data in the state for 2013 can be found here:[81]
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 Politics






	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	
47.92% 537,753

	45.50% 511,319




	2012[image: External link]
	
52.36% 531,373

	45.68% 463,567




	2008[image: External link]
	
55.15% 533,736

	42.65% 412,827




	2004[image: External link]
	47.88% 397,190

	
50.47% 418,690




	2000[image: External link]
	45.94% 279,978

	
49.49% 301,575




	1996[image: External link]
	
45.60% 203,388

	44.55% 198,775




	1992[image: External link]
	
37.41% 189,148

	34.71% 175,828
















	Nevada registered voters as of January 2015



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	571,144
	40.19%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	475,326
	33.45%



	
	Nonpartisan[image: External link]
	280,809
	19.76%



	
	Independent American[image: External link]
	68,412
	4.81%



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	11,918
	0.83%



	Other
	13,307
	0.93%



	Total
	1,420,916
	100%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 State politics




Due to heavy growth in the southern portion of the state, there is a noticeable divide between politics of northern and southern Nevada. The north has long maintained control of key positions in state government, even while the population of southern Nevada is larger than the rest of the state combined. The north sees the high population south becoming more influential and perhaps commanding majority rule. The south sees the north as the "old guard" trying to rule as an oligarchy[image: External link]. This has fostered some resentment, however, due to a term limit amendment passed by Nevada voters in 1994, and again in 1996, some of the north's hold over key positions will soon be forfeited to the south, leaving northern Nevada with less power.

Historically, northern Nevada has been very Republican[image: External link]. The more rural counties of the north are among the most conservative regions of the country. Carson City, the state's capital, is a Republican-leaning swing city/county. Washoe County, home to Reno, has historically been strongly Republican, but now has become more of a swing county. Clark County, home to Las Vegas, was a former Democratic – leaning swing county, but now has become reliably Democratic since 1992. Clark and Washoe counties have long dominated the state's politics. Between them, they cast 87 percent of Nevada's vote, and elect a substantial majority of the state legislature. The last Republican to carry Clark County was George H.W. Bush in 1988, and the last Republican to carry Washoe County was George W. Bush in 2004. The great majority of the state's elected officials are either from Las Vegas or Reno.
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 National politics




Nevada has voted for the winner in every presidential election from 1912 to 2012, except in 1976[image: External link] when it voted for Gerald Ford[image: External link] over Jimmy Carter[image: External link]. This includes Nevada supporting Democrats John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson in 1960 and 1964, respectively. Republican Richard Nixon in 1968 and in 1972, Republican Ronald Reagan in 1980 and in 1984, Republican George H.W. Bush in 1988, Democrat Bill Clinton[image: External link] in 1992[image: External link] and 1996[image: External link], Republican George W. Bush[image: External link] in 2000[image: External link] and 2004[image: External link], and Democrat Barack Obama[image: External link] winning the state in both 2008[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link]. This gives the state status as a political bellwether[image: External link]. From 1912 to 2012, Nevada has been carried by the presidential victor the most out of any state (26 of 27 elections). In 2016, Nevada lost its bellwether status when it narrowly cast its votes for Hillary Clinton[image: External link], against Donald Trump[image: External link], the latter of whom was the 2016[image: External link] election winner. Nevada was one of only three states won by John F. Kennedy[image: External link] in the American West[image: External link] in the election of 1960[image: External link], albeit narrowly.[83]

The state's U.S. Senators are Democrat Catherine Cortez Masto[image: External link], and Republican Dean Heller[image: External link]. The Governorship is held by Brian Sandoval[image: External link], a Republican from Reno.
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 Voting




Nevada is the only U.S. state to have a none of the above[image: External link] option available on its ballots. Officially called None of These Candidates[image: External link], the option was first added to the ballot in 1975 and is used in all elections for president and all state constitutional positions. In the event none of These Candidates "wins" the election, the candidate with the next-highest total is still elected.

Further information: Elections in Nevada[image: External link] and Political party strength in Nevada[image: External link]
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 Education




Education in Nevada is achieved through public and private elementary[image: External link], middle[image: External link], and high schools[image: External link], as well as colleges and universities.

A May 2015 educational reform law expanded school choice options to 450,000 Nevada students who are at up to 185% of the federal poverty level[image: External link]. Education savings accounts (ESAs) are enabled by the new law to help pay the tuition for private schools. Alternatively, families "can use funds in these accounts to also pay for textbooks and tutoring."[84][85]
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 Public school districts




Public school districts in Nevada include:


	Carson City School District[image: External link]

	Churchill County School District

	
Clark County School District[image: External link], the fifth largest[image: External link] school district in the United States

	Douglas County School District[image: External link]

	Elko County School District

	Esmeralda County School District[image: External link]

	Eureka County School District

	Humboldt County School District[image: External link]

	Lander County School District

	Lincoln County School District

	Lyon County School District[image: External link]

	Mineral County School District

	Nye County School District[image: External link]

	Pershing County School District[image: External link]

	Storey County School District

	Washoe County School District[image: External link]

	White Pine County School District
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 Colleges and universities





	
Nevada System of Higher Education[image: External link]

	
University of Nevada, Las Vegas[image: External link] (UNLV)

	
University of Nevada, Reno[image: External link] (Nevada)

	Nevada State College[image: External link]

	
Truckee Meadows Community College[image: External link] (TMCC)

	Great Basin College[image: External link]

	
College of Southern Nevada[image: External link] (CSN)

	
Western Nevada College[image: External link] (WNC)





	Sierra Nevada College[image: External link]

	Touro University Nevada[image: External link]

	Roseman University of Health Sciences[image: External link]
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 Research institutes





	Desert Research Institute[image: External link]
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 Parks and recreation areas
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 Recreation areas maintained by the federal government
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 Northern Nevada





	California National Historic Trail[image: External link]

	Humboldt National Forest[image: External link]

	Great Basin National Park[image: External link]

	Old Spanish National Historic Trail[image: External link]

	Pony Express National Historic Trail[image: External link]
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 Southern Nevada





	Ash Meadows National Wildlife Preserve[image: External link]

	Bootleg Canyon Mountain Bike Park[image: External link]

	Toiyabe National Forest[image: External link]

	Inyo National Forest[image: External link]

	
Mount Charleston[image: External link] and the Mount Charleston Wilderness[image: External link]


	
Spring Mountains[image: External link] and the Spring Mountains National Recreation Area[image: External link]


	Lake Mead National Recreation Area[image: External link]

	Death Valley National Park[image: External link]
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 Wilderness




Further information: List of wilderness areas in Nevada[image: External link]


There are 68 designated wilderness areas[image: External link] in Nevada, protecting some 6,579,014 acres (2,662,433 ha) under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service[image: External link], U.S. Forest Service[image: External link], and Bureau of Land Management[image: External link].[86]
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 State parks




Further information: List of Nevada state parks[image: External link]


The Nevada state parks comprise protected areas[image: External link] managed by the state of Nevada, including state parks[image: External link], state historic sites[image: External link], and state recreation areas[image: External link]. There are 24 state park units, including Van Sickle Bi-State Park[image: External link] which opened in July 2011 and is operated in partnership with the state of California[image: External link].[87]
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 Sports




Nevada is not well known for its professional sports teams, but the state takes pride in college sports, most notably its college football. College teams in the state include the Nevada Wolf Pack[image: External link] (representing the University of Nevada, Reno) and the UNLV Rebels[image: External link] (representing the University of Nevada, Las Vegas), both in the Mountain West Conference[image: External link] (MW).

UNLV is most remembered for its men's basketball program[image: External link], which experienced its height of supremacy in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Coached by Jerry Tarkanian[image: External link], the Runnin' Rebels became one of the most elite programs in the country. In 1990, UNLV[image: External link] won the Men's Division I Championship by defeating Duke[image: External link] 103–73, which set tournament records for most points scored by a team and largest margin of victory in the national title game.

In 1991[image: External link], UNLV finished the regular season undefeated, a feat that would not be matched in Division I men's basketball for more than 20 years[image: External link]. Forward Larry Johnson[image: External link] won several awards, including the Naismith Award[image: External link]. UNLV reached the Final Four yet again, but lost their national semifinal against Duke[image: External link] 79–77. The Runnin' Rebels were the Associated Press[image: External link] pre-season No. 1 back to back (1989–90, 1990–91). North Carolina[image: External link] is the only other team to accomplish that (2007–08, 2008–09).

The state's involvement in major-college sports is not limited to its local schools. In the 21st century, the Las Vegas area has become a significant regional center for college basketball conference tournaments. The MW, West Coast Conference[image: External link], and Western Athletic Conference[image: External link] all hold their men's and women's tournaments in the area, and the Pac-12 holds its men's tournament there as well. The Big Sky Conference[image: External link], after decades of holding its men's and women's conference tournaments at campus sites, began holding both tournaments in Reno in 2016.

Las Vegas has hosted several professional boxing[image: External link] matches, most recently at the MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link] with bouts such as Mike Tyson vs. Evander Holyfield[image: External link], Evander Holyfield vs. Mike Tyson II[image: External link], Oscar De La Hoya vs. Floyd Mayweather[image: External link] and Oscar De La Hoya vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] and at the newer T-Mobile Arena with Canelo Álvarez vs. Amir Khan[image: External link].

Along with significant rises in popularity in mixed martial arts[image: External link] (MMA), a number of fight leagues such as the UFC[image: External link] have taken interest in Las Vegas as a primary event location due to the number of suitable host venues. The Mandalay Bay Events Center[image: External link] and MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link] are among some of the more popular venues for fighting events such as MMA and have hosted several UFC and other MMA title fights. The city has held the most UFC events with 86 events.

The state is also home to the Las Vegas Motor Speedway[image: External link], which hosts the Kobalt Tools 400[image: External link]. Two venues in the immediate Las Vegas area host major annual events in rodeo[image: External link]. The Thomas & Mack Center[image: External link], built for UNLV men's basketball, hosts the National Finals Rodeo[image: External link]. The PBR World Finals, operated by the bull riding-only Professional Bull Riders[image: External link], was also held at the Thomas & Mack Center before moving to T-Mobile Arena in 2016. Finally, Sam Boyd Stadium[image: External link], home to the UNLV football team[image: External link], also hosts the country's biggest rugby event, the USA Sevens[image: External link] tournament in the World Rugby Sevens Series[image: External link], as well as the AMA Supercross Championship[image: External link].

The state is also home to one of the most famous tennis players of all time, Andre Agassi[image: External link], and current baseball superstar Bryce Harper[image: External link].

In 2015, the National Hockey League[image: External link] announced it had approved a new Las Vegas franchise that will begin play in the 2017–18 season[image: External link] at T-Mobile Arena. In November 2016, the new team was unveiled as the Vegas Golden Knights[image: External link].

At the start of the 2016 NFL[image: External link] season, the Oakland Raiders[image: External link] expressed interest in moving their team to Las Vegas, and announced in January 2017 they would do so[image: External link] in either 2019 or 2020.
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 Nevada sports teams




Professional


	
Vegas Golden Knights[image: External link], National Hockey League[image: External link]


	
Las Vegas 51s[image: External link], Minor League Baseball[image: External link] (AAA)

	
Reno Aces[image: External link], Minor League Baseball[image: External link] (AAA)

	
Reno Bighorns[image: External link], NBA D-League[image: External link]




College


	Nevada Wolf Pack[image: External link]

	UNLV Rebels[image: External link]

	Western Nevada College Wildcats



The Nevada Aerospace Hall of Fame provides educational resources and promotes the aerospace and aviation history of the state.[88]
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 Military




Several United States Navy[image: External link] ships have been named USS Nevada[image: External link] in honor of the state. They include:


	USS Nevada (1865)[image: External link]

	USS Nevada (BM-8)[image: External link]

	USS Nevada (BB-36)[image: External link]

	USS Nevada (SSBN-733)[image: External link]



Area 51[image: External link] is near Groom Lake[image: External link], a dry salt lake bed. The much smaller Creech Air Force Base[image: External link] is in Indian Springs, Nevada[image: External link]; Hawthorne Army Depot[image: External link] in Hawthorne[image: External link]; the Tonopah Test Range[image: External link] near Tonopah[image: External link]; and Nellis AFB[image: External link] in the northeast part of the Las Vegas Valley[image: External link]. Naval Air Station Fallon[image: External link] in Fallon[image: External link]; NSAWC, (pronounced "EN-SOCK") in western Nevada. NSAWC consolidated three Command Centers into a single Command Structure under a flag officer on July 11, 1996. The Naval Strike Warfare Center (STRIKE "U") based at NAS Fallon since 1984, was joined with the Navy Fighter Weapons School ( TOPGUN[image: External link]) and the Carrier Airborne Early Warning Weapons School (TOPDOME) which both moved from NAS Miramar as a result of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) decision in 1993 which transferred that installation back to the Marine Corps as MCAS Miramar. The Seahawk Weapon School was added in 1998 to provide tactical training for Navy helicopters.

These bases host a number of activities including the Joint Unmanned Aerial Systems Center of Excellence[image: External link], the Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center[image: External link], Nevada Test and Training Range[image: External link], Red Flag[image: External link], the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds[image: External link], the United States Air Force Warfare Center[image: External link], the United States Air Force Weapons School[image: External link], and the United States Navy Fighter Weapons School[image: External link].
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 Songs about Nevada





	"Silver State Fanfare" – the official state march by Gerald G. Willis. Codified by the Nevada Legislature in 2001 at NRS 235.035

	"Nevada State March" by J.P. Meder (1848-1908), 1894

	"Sin City" by AC/DC

	"Sands of Nevada" from Mark Knopfler[image: External link]'s 2000 release Sailing to Philadelphia[image: External link]


	"Sin City" from Limbeck[image: External link]'s 2005 release Let Me Come Home[image: External link]


	"Home Means Nevada[image: External link]", the state song of Nevada, by Bertha Rafetto

	"Nevada" by Riders in the Sky[image: External link] from the album Best of the West


	"Night Time In Nevada" by Dulmage/Clint/Pascoe, 1931

	"Nevada's Grace" by Atreyu[image: External link], twelfth track off 2004's The Curse[image: External link]


	"Battle Born" by The Killers[image: External link], last track on the 2012 album also named Battle Born[image: External link]


	"Winner's Casino" by Richmond Fontaine off the 2002 album Winnemucca


	"Reno" by Doug Supernaw off the album Red and Rio Grande released in 1993.

	"Ooh Las Vegas" by Gram Parsons off the album Return of the Grievous Angel.

	"Darcy Farrow" by Jimmie Dale Gilmore off the album One Endless Night.

	"Viva Las Vegas[image: External link]" recorded by Elvis Presley (1963)

	"Goldfield" by Rocky Votolato off of the album Makers (2006)

	"Vegas Lights" from Panic! at the Disco[image: External link]


	Album Too Weird To Live, Too Rare To Die[image: External link] (released 2013)
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 Future issues




Nevada enjoys many economic advantages, and the southern portion of the state enjoys mild winter weather, but rapid growth has led to some overcrowded roads and schools. Nevada has the nation's 5th largest school district in the Clark County School District (projected fall 2007 enrollment is 314,000 students grades K-12).[89]

Coyote Springs[image: External link] is a proposed community for 240,000 inhabitants in Clark and Lincoln counties. It would be Nevada's largest planned city[image: External link]. The town is being developed by Harvey Whittemore[image: External link] and has generated some controversy because of environmental concerns and allegations of political favoritism.[90]
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 State symbols






	
State animal[image: External link]: desert bighorn sheep[image: External link]


	State artifact: Tule duck decoy[image: External link]


	
State bird[image: External link]: mountain bluebird[image: External link]


	State colors: silver and blue

	
State fish[image: External link]: Lahontan cutthroat trout[image: External link]


	
State flower[image: External link]: sagebrush[image: External link] (Artemisia tridentata[image: External link])

	
State fossil[image: External link]: ichthyosaur[image: External link]


	
State grass[image: External link]: Indian ricegrass[image: External link]


	State march: "Silver State Fanfare" by Gerald G. Willis[91]


	State metal: silver (Ag)

	
State mottos[image: External link]: "Battle Born" and "All For Our Country"

	
State precious gemstone[image: External link]: Virgin Valley black fire opal[image: External link]


	
State semiprecious gemstone[image: External link]: Nevada turquoise[image: External link]


	
State slogan: "The Battle Born State"

	
State song[image: External link]: "Home Means Nevada[image: External link]" by Bertha Raffetto

	
State reptile[image: External link]: desert tortoise[image: External link]


	
State rock[image: External link]: sandstone[image: External link]


	
State soil[image: External link]: Orovada[image: External link] series

	State tartan: A particular tartan[image: External link] designed for Nevada by Richard Zygmunt Pawlowski

	
State trees[image: External link]: single-leaf pinyon[image: External link] pine (Pinus monophylla) and bristlecone pine[image: External link] (Pinus longaeva)
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 See also





	Index of Nevada-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of Nevada[image: External link] – organized list of topics about Nevada

	
Broken Hills[image: External link], a Nevada ghost town.
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 Notes






	
^ The distinction of highest point in Nevada goes to the summit of Boundary Peak, so named because it is very near the Nevada-California border, at the northern terminus of the White Mountains. However, Boundary Peak can be considered a subsidiary summit of Montgomery Peak, whose summit is in California, since the topographic prominence[image: External link] of Boundary Peak is only 253 feet (77 m), which falls under the often used 300-foot (91 m) cutoff for an independent peak. Also, Boundary Peak is less than 1 mile (1.6 km) away from its higher neighbor. Hence Boundary Peak can be described as not being wholly within Nevada. By contrast, the prominence of Wheeler Peak, 13,063 feet (3,982 m), is quite large and in fact it is the twelfth largest in the contiguous United States. Wheeler Peak is the highest point in a radius of more than 200 square miles (520 km2) and is entirely within the state of Nevada.
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WWE Network






WWE Network is a subscription-based video streaming service owned by WWE, using the infrastructure of Major League Baseball Advanced Media[image: External link].[1] The concept was originally announced in 2011. On January 8, 2014, WWE announced the network would launch on February 24 in the United States[image: External link]. The company stated on July 31 that the service was expected to go live in Australia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], Hong Kong[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], Middle East[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link], the Nordics[image: External link], and North Africa[image: External link], among other countries starting on August 17.[2] It was unexpectedly made available in the UK and Ireland a week earlier than planned, on January 13, 2015, after a delay from the previous November.[3][4] The WWE Network consists of both a 24-hour linear streaming channel and on-demand programming from WWE's library[image: External link].
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 History
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 Development and U.S. launch




In September 2011, WWE officially announced plans to launch the WWE Network in 2011 as a pay-TV channel.[5] WWE then conducted a survey asking people if they would pay for the WWE Network if it were a premium channel[image: External link]. In an email sent to WWE fans who might be interested in the WWE Network, WWE surveyed fans for their thoughts about the WWE Network airing WWE's pay-per-views to subscribers for no additional charge. The survey also noted that feature repeats of Raw and SmackDown, as well as footage from World Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (WCW), Extreme Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (ECW), National Wrestling Alliance[image: External link] (NWA), XFL[image: External link], Smoky Mountain Wrestling[image: External link] (SMW), American Wrestling Association[image: External link] (AWA), and WWE movies would also make the lineup. Original programming was also noted in the survey.[6][7]

As the result of an online poll, WrestleMania Rewind[image: External link] was chosen as a name for a new WWE Network show on October 17, 2011.[8] The original launch date was set for April 1, 2012, which would have coincided with WrestleMania XXVIII[image: External link], and WWE's official website featured a countdown clock that would have expired on April 1. The clock was quietly removed, and the network did not launch as advertised.[9] WWE chief marketing officer Michelle Wilson allayed fears about the future of the WWE Network, saying "There will be a WWE network in some shape or form. We are in late-stage negotiations with distributors", and confirmed that WWE Legends' House had been filmed.[10] In April 2013, WWE had switched plans and aimed to release the WWE Network as a premium pay-TV outlet, with a potential price of $15 a month.[11]

On Old School Raw in January 2014, WWE ran teasers promoting an announcement on January 8 at the Consumer Electronics Show[image: External link] in Las Vegas,[12] later confirming that the announcement concerned the WWE Network.[13] At the Consumer Electronics Show, WWE revealed a comprehensive plan which would see a launch date of February 24, 2014 in the United States.[14][15][16] WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link] closed on January 31, 2014 to make way for the WWE Network.[17] A free trial period was offered during the week of the launch.[18] The logo initially used for the WWE Network eventually became the standard logo used by the WWE corporation in August 2014.[19]

In April 2014 ahead of WrestleMania XXX[image: External link], the Network received acclaim, with The New York Times[image: External link] saying that WWE had "positioned themselves on the cutting edge of Internet television."[20] Later that month, the company announced that the network had 667,000 subscribers, short of the one million subscribers they needed to break even.[21] As WWE's stock fell 50% the following month, Forbes[image: External link] described low subscription numbers as being of "additional concern" for investors after WWE's underwhelming NBCUniversal[image: External link] renewal deal.[22] WWE offered a second free preview week of the WWE Network, which started July 7, in an attempt to sign new subscribers.[23] A second report released at the end of July indicated that the network had reached 700,000 subscribers.[24] WWE's goal was to reach one million subscribers by the end of 2014.[24][25]
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 Expansion




On July 31, 2014, the company announced a 10-year, Canadian distribution deal for WWE content with Rogers Media[image: External link] which will see the company distribute WWE Network as a premium television service[image: External link].[26] Also on that date, it was announced that the WWE Network would launch in Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, Mexico, Spain, and the Nordics, among others on August 12, with Italian, Arab, German, Japanese, Indian, Chinese, Thai, and Malaysian launches planned for a later date.[27][28] On October 30, 2014, in an attempt to increase subscription numbers from an announced figure of 731,000, the 6-month subscription requirement was dropped, allowing subscribers the option to cancel at any time.[29][30] WWE had originally planned to launch the network on October 1 in the United Kingdom, but was delayed for a further month.[31] The launch was confirmed to be taking place at 8 p.m. on November 3;[32] however, 20 minutes prior to the launch, WWE announced that it had been indefinitely delayed.[33][34] Vince McMahon publicly apologized for the delay.[35] It was announced on January 4, 2015, that the WWE Network would be launching in the UK and Ireland on January 19, 2015, priced at £9.99 and €12.99 respectively,[36] although some customers managed to register as early as January 13.[37]

On January 27, 2015, WWE announced that the WWE Network had reached 1 million subscribers,[38] with Vince McMahon[image: External link] saying that WWE would "remain focused on delivering an outstanding value proposition for ours fans by adding new content and new features in the coming year."[39] On February 12, 2015, WWE announced a five-year partnership with television provider OSN[image: External link] to bring the WWE Network to the Middle East[image: External link] and North Africa[image: External link] as a premium service.[40]

On July 30, 2015, WWE revealed the amount of subscribers for the Network at 1.156 million. This was announced as a part of WWE's financial reporting on the second quarter of the year, which had resulted in their stock price rising past $20.00 after closing on the previous day at $16.48. The total of 1.156 million paid subscribers marked a 13% decrease from the 1.315 million paid subscribers that was stated in the reports for the first quarter of 2015. WWE also revealed, including trial subscribers, they had 1.227 million Network users at the end of the second quarter, and over the entire lifespan of the Network, there have been over 2 million unique subscribers.[41]

The WWE Network launched in India on November 2, 2015.[42][43] On November 19, a report by market research and consulting firm Park Associates announced that the WWE Network had broken into the top five streaming services and trailed only MLB.tv[image: External link] in the sports category.[44] The WWE announced the network would launch in Germany, Switzerland, Austria, and Japan on January 5, 2016, followed by Thailand and the Philippines on February 29, 2016.[45][46][47]

In April 2017, WWE announced to have a total of 1.949 million subscribers to the WWE Network, of which 1.661 million are paid subscribers. The service has 497,000 international subscribers of which 424,000 are paid.[48][unreliable source[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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The WWE Network is currently available through 185 out of 193 United Nations[image: External link] member states[image: External link] (including all 28 European Union[image: External link] nations) and two observer states such as the Holy See[image: External link] and the State of Palestine[image: External link]. It is also distributed through five non-UN countries: the Republic of China[image: External link] (Taiwan), Cook Islands[image: External link], Kosovo[image: External link], Niue[image: External link] and Northern Cyprus[image: External link].

The service is not available in Abkhazia[image: External link], the People's Republic of China[image: External link], (Mainland area outside Hong Kong and Macau), Cuba[image: External link], Iran[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], Liechtenstein[image: External link], Nagorno-Karabakh[image: External link], Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic[image: External link], Somaliland[image: External link], South Ossetia[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], Syria[image: External link] and Transnistria[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Programming
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 Wrestling events





	All WWE pay-per-view events broadcast live.[49]


	
WWE Network exclusive events broadcast live.

	
WWE NXT[image: External link] - Airs weekly on Wednesdays, including periodic special live episodes.[49]


	Pre-shows for all WWE pay-per-views.[50]


	
WWE Talking Smack[image: External link] - A weekly post-show for SmackDown hosted by Renee Young and Shane McMahon, or Daniel Bryan[image: External link]. This is also a post-show for SmackDown Live pay-per-views.

	
WWE Raw Talk[image: External link] - A post-show for Raw pay-per-views hosted by Renee Young and Jerry Lawler[image: External link].

	
WWE 205 Live[image: External link] - A one-hour, in-ring program showcasing the cruiserweight division.

	
WWE Main Event[image: External link] - Weekly added episodes with three weeks of delay (original broadcast continues to air on Hulu Plus[image: External link]).

	
WWE Cruiserweight Classic - Thirty-two of the industry's cruiserweights[image: External link] showcasing the cruiserweight division.

	
WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament - A two-day tournament to crown the first ever WWE United Kingdom Champion[image: External link].

	
WWE United Kingdom Championship Special - A 90-minute, in-ring show starring the company's top UK and 205 Live cruiserweight talent.[51]
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 Current shows





	
The Edge and Christian Show[image: External link] - A comedy series and variety show starring Edge[image: External link] and Christian[image: External link].

	
First Look - A first look at upcoming WWE Home Video[image: External link] releases.

	
Stone Cold Podcast[image: External link] - Interview series hosted by Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link].

	
This Week in WWE - A weekly 30-minute recap of the past week's WWE action, hosted by Scott Stanford[image: External link] and Charly Caruso.

	
Bring It to the Table - Peter Rosenberg[image: External link] hosts while two guests debate controversial topics.

	
WWE Ride Along - A show following WWE personalities as they drive from city to city.

	
WWE Breaking News - Breaking news from WWE.

	
Unfiltered with Renee Young - Interview show hosted by Renee Young. Topics discussed include WWE Superstars[image: External link]' wrestling careers and stories, music, and movies.

	
Table for 3 - Three WWE personalities share stories over dinner.

	
Swerved - A hidden camera prank show featuring WWE performers.

	
Camp WWE[image: External link] - A TV-MA[image: External link] animated short-form comedy series with Seth Green[image: External link].

	
WWE Story Time - An animated series featuring WWE Superstars telling stories from the past, narrated by "Mean" Gene Okerlund[image: External link].

	
Holy Foley! - A reality TV show starring Mick Foley[image: External link] and his family.[52]


	
WWE Original Specials - Documentaries on WWE personnel and events exclusive to the WWE Network.

	
WWE Beyond the Ring - Documentary portions of previously-released WWE DVDs featuring various performers, organizations, and storylines.

	
WWE 24 - A show that goes behind the scenes of WWE events and Superstars.

	
WWE Music Power 10 - A top 10 WWE Music[image: External link] countdown show.
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 Upcoming shows





	
Mae Young Classic[image: External link] - A two-day tournament featuring thirty-two of the industry's women wrestlers showcasing the women's division.[53]


	
WWE UK Wrestling Show -[54]
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 Former shows





	
Jerry Springer Too Hot for TV - Jerry Springer[image: External link] hosts this look back at some of WWE's most outrageous and embarrassing moments.

	
WWE Legends' House - A reality television series featuring several WWE legends.

	
The Monday Night War: WWE vs. WCW - A television series about the Monday Night Wars[image: External link].[49]


	
WWE Slam City[image: External link] - An animated series featuring current WWE talent, based on the Mattel[image: External link] toy line of the same name.

	
The WWE List - A fast-paced, interactive series that tallies tweets from the WWE Universe to compile the most unusual lists ever in WWE history.

	
WWE WrestleMania Rewind - The first show named to be part of the network; a retrospective look at WrestleMania's memorable moments.[8][49]


	
WWE Countdown - A top-10 countdown show based on interactive fan polls.[49]


	
WWE Rivalries - A show documenting rivalries in wrestling.

	
Tough Talk - A post-show to Tough Enough[image: External link] hosted by Byron Saxton[image: External link].

	
Legends with JBL - An interview show hosted by John Layfield[image: External link] featuring WWE Legends.[55]


	
WWE Culture Shock - Corey Graves[image: External link] reveals a variety of unique venues, customs, music, food, and people as WWE’s tour travels around the world.

	
WWE Superstar Ink - Corey Graves asks WWE superstars about the meaning behind their tattoos. Also aired on YouTube[image: External link].

	
WWE Breaking Ground - A special look at the WWE Performance Center[image: External link] and what it takes to become a WWE Superstar.
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 Repeat/archival programming




In addition to previous editions of the original programs listed above:


	Virtually every WWE, WCW[image: External link], and ECW[image: External link] pay-per-view event ever produced is available for on-demand streaming.[56] Although WWE promotes the selection as every pay-per-view ever made, a handful of international PPV events have not yet been made available.[57]





	Every episode of Raw (except the episodes aired in the last 30 days)[56]


	Every episode of SmackDown (except the episodes aired in the last 30 days)

	Every episode of WWE Tribute to the Troops[image: External link]


	Every WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link] induction ceremony

	Every episode of Saturday Night's Main Event[image: External link] and WWF The Main Event[image: External link]


	Every episode of ECW Hardcore TV[image: External link]


	Every episode of ECW on TNN[image: External link]


	Every episode of WCW[image: External link] Clash of the Champions[image: External link]


	Every episode of WCW Monday Nitro[image: External link]


	Every episode of Tuesday Night Titans[image: External link] with the exception of episode 31


	Every episode of seasons 1-5 of Total Divas[image: External link]


	Every episode of season 1 of Total Bellas[image: External link]


	Every episode of WWE Tough Enough[image: External link]





	Select episodes of WWE Superstars[image: External link] from 2014–2016

	Select episodes of WWF Prime Time Wrestling[image: External link] from 1986–1989

	Select WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link] programming.

	Select episodes of AWA Championship Wrestling[image: External link] from 1986–1988

	Select episodes of Global Wrestling Federation[image: External link] from 1990–1992

	Select episodes of Mid-South Wrestling[image: External link] from 1981–1986

	Select episodes of Smoky Mountain Wrestling[image: External link] from 1994

	Select episodes of WCW Saturday Night[image: External link] from 1985 to 1989

	Select episodes of World Class Championship Wrestling[image: External link] from 1982–1983 and 1985–1987



Additional content from WWE Libraries[image: External link], which has a library of over 100,000 hours of programming, will be added over time.[58]
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 Removed content





	Hulk Hogan's Rock 'n' Wrestling[image: External link]

	Stampede Wrestling[image: External link]

	
As Seen On YouTube - The best of WWE's YouTube content.

	
WWE Quick Hits - A monthly show with extra short clips from various DVDs & WWE Network shows.



Although the United States parental guidelines[image: External link] rating system rates most weekly WWE television programs TV-PG, the WWE Network broadcasts a wider range of content. A parental controls[image: External link] block is available and content rated TV-14 and TV-MA are preceded by an advisory warning. The network airs footage featuring Chris Benoit[image: External link], but a general advisory warning is displayed before each airing; it marks the first major airing of Benoit footage or even mention of Benoit in said footage since his murder-suicide in 2007[image: External link].[59] However, the Benoit tribute episode of Raw is replaced with the episode that aired internationally, a recap of championship matches. Over the Edge 1999[image: External link], infamous for Owen Hart[image: External link]'s death at the event, is also available for the first time since its original air date; however, some portions of the event have been edited out of respect to the Hart family[image: External link].[60] Matches called with Jesse Ventura[image: External link] on commentary, which have previously been dubbed over due to a 1991 lawsuit[image: External link], air with the original commentary.[56]

While the network promoted on-demand airings as being unedited, some instances of expletives[image: External link], gestures, and all nudity[image: External link] are censored. Many programs were digitized for WWE 24/7 prior to the 2012 settlement with the World Wide Fund for Nature[image: External link], and thus the "WWF" and the "WWF scratch" logo are censored in some instances.[61][62] Some original music has been dubbed over with alternate tracks such as the original intro music to Saturday Night's Main Event (May 1985 - Jan 1988 episodes) which originally played " Obsession[image: External link]" by Animotion[image: External link].[63]

At launch, all but one of New Jack[image: External link]'s matches were removed from ECW pay-per-views, as was his surprise return at Heat Wave 1998[image: External link], due to a combination of musical rights issues over his entrance music and the inability to remove the music without losing the original commentary audio. The deleted matches were eventually reinstated with replacement music and newly recorded Joey Styles[image: External link] commentary.[64] Several pay-per-views are copies of their condensed home video releases, rather than the live versions, and so are missing matches.[65]
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 Impact on PPV industry




In an interview with Time[image: External link], Michelle D. Wilson, chief revenue and marketing officer for WWE, stated their reason for bypassing cable companies and instead only offering the WWE Network online: "Digital over-the-top offerings[image: External link] represent the future, and given that our passionate fans consume five times more online video content than non-WWE viewers and over-index for purchasing online subscriptions such as Netflix[image: External link] and Hulu Plus[image: External link], we believe the time is now for a WWE Network."[66]

In response to the announcement, DirecTV[image: External link] issued a statement saying that they are re-evaluating whether to continue carrying WWE's pay-per-view events. Due to the fact that these events would also be available on the WWE Network once it launches, it might reduce the number of pay-per-view purchases via cable and satellite providers. Vince McMahon[image: External link] suggested that pay-TV operators would ultimately decide to continue to carry WWE's pay-per-view events, given that providers keep a significant share of each purchase, and incur minimal costs (apart from WWE's share of the fee for each purchase) to carry the events: "It's found money for them."[67] DirecTV later quietly dropped carriage of WWE PPVs. In response, WWE said, "Yes, DIRECTV has decided to stop offering our PPV's residentially and commercially. The only other option would be to work through the local cable provider." [68]

On February 19, 2014, Dish Network[image: External link] announced that they would carry WWE pay-per-views on an event by event basis, beginning with Elimination Chamber[image: External link]. Dish Network later released a statement saying, "Dish will not offer the ‘WWE Elimination Chamber’ PPV on 2/23. WWE is not willing to adjust their PPV costs to satellite and cable companies, which is unfair to their customers. We need to re-focus our efforts to support partners that better serve Dish customers."[69] Dish later made a decision to air WrestleMania XXX[image: External link].[70]
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 Advertising




In October 2014, it was reported Mattel[image: External link], Kmart[image: External link], and Pepsi[image: External link] would begin advertising on the network starting the week of October 13. Wilson stated that although no commercial breaks will occur during scheduled programming, 30 second adverts would run in between shows, and that one 15 or 30-second advert would be shown prior to every fourth stream for on-demand content.[71][72]
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	List of WWE Network events

	New Japan Pro Wrestling World[image: External link]

	DDT Universe[image: External link]

	UFC Fight Pass[image: External link]

	WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link]

	WWE Network (Canada)[image: External link]

	WWNLive[image: External link]
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NXT TakeOver: The End






NXT TakeOver: The End...,[2] also called NXT TakeOver: The End... of the Beginning,[3] was a professional wrestling show in the NXT TakeOver series that took place on June 8, 2016. It was produced by WWE, showcasing its NXT divisions and streamed live on the WWE Network. It took place in the Full Sail University[image: External link] in Winter Park[image: External link], Florida[image: External link].[4]
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See also: NXT TakeOver (series)


The NXT TakeOver series of professional wrestling shows started on May 29, 2014, as the WWE developmental league[image: External link] NXT held their second ever WWE Network exclusive live broadcast billed as NXT TakeOver[image: External link].[5] In subsequent months, the "TakeOver" moniker became the brand used by NXT and WWE for all of their NXT live specials as they held NXT TakeOver: Fatal 4-Way[image: External link], NXT TakeOver: R Evolution[image: External link], NXT TakeOver: Rival[image: External link], and NXT TakeOver: Unstoppable[image: External link] prior to NXT TakeOver: Respect[image: External link].[6][7][8] NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn[image: External link] was the first TakeOver show held outside of Full Sail University[image: External link].[9] NXT TakeOver: London[image: External link] was the first TakeOver show held outside of the United States.[10] NXT TakeOver: The End was the tenth overall show held under the NXT TakeOver banner and the second held in 2016.
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See also: Professional wrestling


The card included five matches that resulted from scripted storylines with results predetermined by WWE. Storylines were produced on the WWE NXT television program.[11][12]

On April 21, at a house show in Lowell[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], Samoa Joe[image: External link] defeated Finn Bálor[image: External link] to win the NXT Championship[image: External link].[13] On the May 11 episode of NXT, NXT General Manager[image: External link] William Regal[image: External link] scheduled a rematch at NXT TakeOver: The End.[14] Throughout various house shows, the duo were unable to refrain from engaging in all out brawls, and on May 17, during a contract signing at WWE Performance Center[image: External link], the match was made a Steel Cage match[image: External link].[15] This marks the first ever steel cage match in NXT history.

At NXT TakeOver: Dallas, American Alpha[image: External link] defeated The Revival[image: External link] to capture the NXT Tag Team Championship[image: External link].[16] On the May 18 episode of NXT, William Regal made the rematch official at NXT TakeOver: The End.[17]

On the May 18 episode of NXT, Nia Jax[image: External link] defeated former NXT Women's Champion[image: External link] Bayley[image: External link]. Following Bayley's loss and her inability to perform at 100%, on the May 25 episode of NXT, Jax defeated Carmella[image: External link] and Alexa Bliss[image: External link] in a Triple Threat #1 contender match[image: External link], and would face reigning champion, Asuka[image: External link], at NXT TakeOver: The End.[18]

On the May 25 episode of NXT, Austin Aries[image: External link] declared his intention to become the next NXT champion, which prompted a response from Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link]. William Regal would then schedule a match between Nakamura and Aries at NXT TakeOver: The End.[18]

On June 2, William Regal announced that Tye Dillinger[image: External link] would face Andrade "Cien" Almas[image: External link] at NXT TakeOver: The End.[19]
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	Other on-screen talent



	Role
	Name



	Commentators[image: External link]
	Tom Phillips[image: External link]



	Corey Graves[image: External link]



	Ring announcer[image: External link]
	Greg Hamilton



	Pre-show panel
	Renee Young



	Lita[image: External link]



	Corey Graves



	Referees[image: External link]
	Drake Wuertz[image: External link]



	Eddie Orengo



	Danilo Anfibio
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In the first match, Andrade "Cien" Almas[image: External link] faced Tye Dillinger[image: External link]. In the end, Dillinger tried to perform his Tyebreaker fireman's carry neckbreaker[image: External link], but Almas countered and followed with a series of moves for the win: a handspring[image: External link] Pelé-style[image: External link] double knee strike[image: External link], a bulldog[image: External link] and a running double knee strike to a cornered Dillinger.[20][21]

Next, American Alpha[image: External link] (Jason Jordan[image: External link] and Chad Gable[image: External link]) defended the NXT Tag Team Championship[image: External link] against The Revival[image: External link] (Scott Dawson[image: External link] and Dash Wilder[image: External link]). In the end, American Alpha tried for Grand Amplitude on Wilder, but Dawson pushed Gable out of the ring and then saved Wilder. The Revival executed the Shatter Machine on Jordan to regain the title. Post-match, American Alpha were ambushed and attakced by two men wearing black (later to referred to as "The Authors of Pain"). Paul Ellering[image: External link] emerged and accompanied the duo backstage.[20][21]

After that, Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link] faced Austin Aries[image: External link]. During the match, Aries applied his Last Chancery[image: External link] submission mid-match, but Nakamura reached the ropes to break the hold. After Aries executed a death valley driver[image: External link] on the ring apron on Nakamura, he tried to follow up with a suicide dive[image: External link] onto Nakamura at ringside, but Nakamura dodged, so Aries crashed into the ringside guardrail. In the end, Nakamura executed a Kinshasha off the middle rope followed by an inverted powerslam. Finally, Nakamura executed the Kinshasa for the pin and the win.[21][22][23]

In the fourth match, Asuka[image: External link] defended the NXT Women's Championship[image: External link] against Nia Jax[image: External link]. Jax dominated with power, attacking Asuka's back with various attacks including a biel throw, a backbreaker, a spinebuster and a powerbomb, stretches and a bearhug. Asuka tried various submission holds (octopus, guillotine choke, triangle choke, kneebar, Fujiwara armbar and the Asuka Lock) on Jax, but she escaped, counterattacked or reached the ropes. Asuka executed a roundhouse kick, a spin kick and two more kicks for the win.[20][24][25]
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In the main event, Samoa Joe[image: External link] defended the NXT Championship[image: External link] against Finn Bálor[image: External link] in a Steel cage match[image: External link]. In the first 6 minutes, both wrestlers tried unsuccessful attempts to escape through the cage door. By the 14 minute mark, Joe had managed to kick out of a Sling Blade[image: External link] from the top rope[image: External link], then Bálor kicked out of a muscle buster[image: External link], followed Bálor executing his Coup de Grâce[image: External link] for a two count. The end of the match saw Bálor trying to climb out of the cage after escaping Joe's Coquina Clutch[image: External link] hold. However, Joe executed a muscle buster from the top rope[image: External link] to pin Bálor and retain the NXT Championship .[20][22]
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NXT TakeOver: The End received largely positive reviews. Professional wrestling commentator Jim Ross[image: External link] described the event as "compelling" and "entertaining" television, with positives in several aspects: booking, "in ring action", move execution and TV production. Ross was "proud of" the "efficient" commentary by Philips and Graves, which helped by "focusing in the action and diligently trying to get the talents over". For the matches, the main event was "classic", the women's title match showed off engaging "physicality", Nakamura-Aries "was one of the best TV matches on WWE TV in recent memory", and finally, "NXT has done a notable job making their tag team scene have significant meaning."[26]

James Caldwell of Pro Wrestling Torch reviewed each match out of 5 stars. The "surprisingly quick" match for Almas-Dillinger was the poorest rated 2.0 stars. Caldwell commended Almas for "a money look and tons of charisma". The "super-hot tag match" was rated 3.75 stars; Caldwell described the outcome as "stunning" and praised all four men's work in the match. Aries-Nakamura was the best rated match at 4.25 stars: although "methodical early on", it reached "an epic conclusion". Aries was highlighted for "fire and in-ring ability", while Nakamura had "superior skills" and an "amazing" entrance. Asuka-Jax was rated 2.75 stars as both women gave a "fine display", with Asuka showing "underdog fire" and Jax "as a dominant force ... done in by her hubris". Bálor-Joe was rated 3.5 stars, "a very good main event", but due to a predictable match result, the "tired concept" of cage matches, and "close camera work" without "intimacy", it "just didn't seem to come together as the total package to 'end an era' for NXT."[23]

Jim Varsallone of the Miami Herald[image: External link] wrote that the event was "another action-packed, crowd-pleasing NXT TakeOver special" in front of a "very amp'd crowd". Ultimately, The End showed how NXT "continues to develop and grow into its own white hot brand". Varsallone credited how "those who started the NXT phenomenon" (examples include male wrestler Kevin Owens, female wrestler Sasha Banks[image: External link], tag team Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady[image: External link], manager Lana and referee Jason Ayers) have already transitioned to WWE's main roster, so now "it's time for the next group to step up, and they are" indeed shining. For the matches, the tag title match was "stellar", Aries-Nakamura was a "dream matchup", while Almas-Dillinger was "really good" and enhanced by the crowd supporting both wrestlers. Varsallone also listed a variety of chants for each match by fans.[27]

Jason Powell of Pro Wrestling Dot Net thought that The End was "another excellent NXT Takeover special", "never a dull moment" despite less "buzz". Powell thought that the "strong, dramatic" main event had enough uncertainty as to its outcome to make "the near falls count". For the other title matches, the women match was "entertaining" although it "won't compete for best of the night", while the tag match was "excellent" and even better than their previous matchup at NXT TakeOver: Dallas. As a sidenote, Powell wrote, "As a longtime fan, I love the use of Ellering, who looks tremendous for his age." Meanwhile, Aries-Nakamura was "a hell of a match" with Powell enjoying how "Aries looked so strong in defeat". Lastly, in the opener, "Almas showed some tremendous athleticism, and Dillinger played his part in the match very nicely".[22]
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	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[23]



	1
	Andrade Almas[image: External link] defeated Tye Dillinger[image: External link]
	Singles match[image: External link][28]
	5:22



	2
	The Revival[image: External link] (Scott Dawson[image: External link] and Dash Wilder[image: External link]) defeated American Alpha[image: External link] (Chad Gable[image: External link] and Jason Jordan[image: External link]) (c)
	Tag team match[image: External link] for the NXT Tag Team Championship[image: External link][29]
	16:00



	3
	Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link] defeated Austin Aries[image: External link]
	Singles match[30]
	17:05



	4
	Asuka[image: External link] (c) defeated Nia Jax[image: External link]
	Singles match for the NXT Women's Championship[image: External link][31]
	9:12



	5
	Samoa Joe[image: External link] (c) defeated Finn Bálor[image: External link]
	Steel Cage match[image: External link] for the NXT Championship[image: External link][32]
	16:10



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match
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Battleground (2016)






Battleground (2016) (also known as Battlefield in Germany) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) event and WWE Network event produced by WWE. It took place on July 24, 2016 at the Verizon Center[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link][2] It was the fourth event under the Battleground chronology, and the final event before the newly reinstated WWE brand extension[image: External link] went into full effect.

Nine matches were contested at the event, with one match contested on the pre-show. In the main event, Dean Ambrose successfully retained the WWE Championship in a triple threat match[image: External link] against his former Shield[image: External link] teammates, Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns, thus keeping the championship at the SmackDown brand. The show is also notable for Randy Orton[image: External link]'s first appearance after a nine-month injury and former NXT Women's Champion[image: External link] Bayley[image: External link]'s main roster debut.[3][4]
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 Background




See also: Professional wrestling


The card included nine matches that resulted from scripted storylines with results predetermined by WWE. Storylines were produced on WWE's weekly television shows, Raw and SmackDown.[5][6]

At Money in the Bank, Dean Ambrose won the Money in the Bank ladder match and subsequently the WWE World Heavyweight Championship by cashing in his contract on Seth Rollins, who had just won the title from Roman Reigns.[7] After a #1 Contender's match between Reigns and Rollins ended in a double countout the next night on Raw, Ambrose requested to defended the title against both Reigns and Rollins. Accordingly, Shane McMahon scheduled a triple threat match[image: External link] between all three men for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship at Battleground.[8] On June 21, two days after Money in the Bank, Reigns was suspended for 30 days for violating WWE's Wellness Program[image: External link],[9] which uses drug testing to detect substance abuse.[10] Pro Wrestling Torch reported that WWE knew of the violation before Money in the Bank, leading to Reigns losing his world title at the event. With Reigns's suspension ending before Battleground,[11] WWE continued to advertise Reigns as part of the Battleground main event.[12] On the June 27 episode of Raw, both Rollins and Ambrose acknowledged Reigns's suspension on television. However, Stephanie McMahon opted not to remove Reigns from the Battleground match, and instead gave AJ Styles and John Cena the opportunity to qualify for the match by matches against Ambrose and Rollins. Styles and Cena lost, when they each interfered in each other's matches.[13] On June 27, the WWE World Heavyweight Championship was renamed as the WWE Championship.[14] On July 18, a match for the WWE Championship between Ambrose and Rollins ended in both men pinning each other simultaneously. While Raw commissioner Stephanie McMahon declared Rollins the new champion, the referee ruled the match a draw, with Ambrose retaining the title.[15][16] The next day on SmackDown, Ambrose defeated Rollins in a rematch to retain the title. The same night, Ambrose was drafted to SmackDown, while Rollins and Reigns were drafted to Raw.[17]

In December 2014, at NXT Takeover: R Evolution[image: External link], Sami Zayn won the NXT Championship[image: External link] from Neville[image: External link]. After the match, Zayn's friend Kevin Owens, first congratulated and then attacked Zayn.[18] In February 2015, at NXT Takeover: Rival[image: External link], Owens defeated Zayn to win the NXT Championship.[19] Zayn moved to WWE's main roster at the Royal Rumble and eliminated Owens from the Royal Rumble match[image: External link].[20] At Payback, Owens defeated Zayn.[21] At Money in the Bank, both men failed to win the Money in the Bank ladder match.[7] Zayn defeated Owens on the June 20 episode of Raw,[8] and challenged Owens to another match a week later during Chris Jericho's Highlight Reel, which Owens accepted.[13]

At Money in the Bank, Natalya and Becky Lynch lost a tag team match[image: External link]. After the match, Natalya turned heel and attacked Becky.[7] Natalya attacked Becky again the following night on Raw, and proclaimed to be solely looking out for herself.[8] On the June 27 episode of Raw, Becky attacked Natalya, who was on commentary, before her match against Summer Rae.[13] On the July 4 episode of Raw, a match between the two was scheduled for Battleground.[22]

At Money in the Bank, AJ Styles defeated John Cena after The Club interfered, executing a Magic Killer on Cena.[7] The following night on Raw, Styles and Luke Gallows attacked Cena during his match against Karl Anderson.[8] On the June 27 episode of Raw, Cena and Styles cost each other a chance to be involved in the WWE Championship match at Battleground and then Gallows and Anderson delivered a Magic Killer to Cena on the ramp.[13] On the July 4 episode of Raw, The Club again attacked Cena until Enzo Amore and Big Cass saved Cena. Later that night, a six-man tag team match[image: External link] was made between the two teams at Battleground.[22]

On the July 11 episode of Raw, Darren Young[image: External link] won a battle royal to earn a title match against Intercontinental Champion[image: External link] The Miz at Battleground.[23]

On the July 7 episode of SmackDown, Zack Ryder won a match against Sheamus and then challenged Rusev to a WWE United States Championship match.[24] On the July 11 episode of Raw, Rusev attacked Ryder after his match against Sheamus and accepted Ryder's challenge for Battleground.[23]

On the June 20 episode of Raw, The Wyatt Family[image: External link] returned and were interrupted by WWE Tag Team Champions The New Day.[8] The two teams addressed each other in their promos over the next few weeks. On the July 4 episode of Raw, The Wyatt Family invited The New Day to their family compound, which New Day accepted.[22] The next week on Raw, The New Day showed up at the compound and both teams brawled until New Day ran away.[23] On July 12, a six-man tag team between both teams was scheduled for Battleground.[25]

After her return in early June, Sasha Banks[image: External link] reignited her feud with Charlotte, who had formed a tag team with Dana Brooke while Sasha was on hiatus. On the June 20 episode of Raw, Sasha rescued Paige[image: External link] from an attack from Brooke and Charlotte.[8] On the June 27 episode of Raw, Sasha and Paige defeated Dana and Charlotte.[13] Over the following weeks, Charlotte and Dana continued to provoke Sasha.[22] Hoping to earn a title match with Charlotte, Sasha defeated Dana on the July 11 episode of Raw[23] and again on the July 14 episode of Smackdown. Later that night, Charlotte and Dana were scheduled to wrestle Sasha and a mystery partner at Battleground.[26]

After Randy Orton[image: External link] was revealed as Brock Lesnar[image: External link]'s opponent for SummerSlam, he was announced as the guest of a special episode of Chris Jericho's The Highlight Reel at Battleground.[23][27]

On July 22, a match pitting The Usos[image: External link] against Breezango was scheduled for the Battleground pre-show.[28]
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 Event






	Other on-screen talent



	Role:
	Name:



	English commentators
	
Michael Cole[image: External link] (PPV)



	
John "Bradshaw" Layfield[image: External link] (PPV)



	
Byron Saxton[image: External link] (PPV + pre-show)



	
Mauro Ranallo[image: External link] (pre-show)



	Spanish commentators
	Carlos Cabrera[image: External link]



	Marcelo Rodríguez[image: External link]



	German commentators
	Carsten Schaefer



	Sebastian Hackl



	Ring announcers[image: External link]
	Greg Hamilton



	JoJo[image: External link]



	Backstage interviews
	Tom Phillips[image: External link]



	Pre-show panel
	Renee Young



	Booker T[image: External link]



	Corey Graves[image: External link]



	Jerry Lawler[image: External link]
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 Pre-show




During the pre-show, Breezango (Tyler Breeze and Fandango) squared off against The Usos[image: External link] (Jimmy and Jey Uso). The match ended when Jimmy attempted a Samoan Splash on Breeze but Breeze countered the move and pinned Jimmy with a small package for the win.[29]
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 Preliminary matches




The event opened with WWE Women's Champion Charlotte and Dana Brooke facing Sasha Banks[image: External link] and her mystery partner, who was revealed as Bayley[image: External link]. In the end, Sasha forced Charlotte to submit to the Bank Statement to win the match.[29]

Next, The Wyatt Family[image: External link] (Bray Wyatt[image: External link], Erick Rowan[image: External link], and Braun Strowman[image: External link]) faced WWE Tag Team Champions The New Day (Big E, Kofi Kingston, and Xavier Woods) in a six-man tag team match. In the climax of the match, Big E executed a Spear on Strowman, who was standing on the apron. Woods was shocked into retreating by Wyatt's signature spiderwalk. Wyatt then executed Sister Abigail on Woods for the win.[29]

After that, Rusev defended the United States Championship against Zack Ryder. The match ended when Ryder executed a Rough Ryder on Rusev and attempted an Elbro Drop but Rusev countered the move and executed a Jumping Sidekick to the back of Ryder's head. Rusev forced Ryder to submit to The Accolade to retain the title. After the match, Rusev attacked Ryder until Ryder's NXT tag team partner, Mojo Rawley[image: External link], came out. Rusev avoided a confrontation and left the ring.[29]

In the fourth match, Kevin Owens faced Sami Zayn. Zayn executed a Blue Thunder Bomb on Owens for a near-fall. Zayn executed a Brainbuster on the ring apron on Owens. Owens executed a Bullfrog Splash on Zayn for a near-fall. Zayn executed two Half and Half Suplexes for a near-fall. Owens countered a Helluva Kick into a Pop-Up Powerbomb but Zayn placed his foot on the rope to void the pinfall. In the end, Owens implored Zayn to stay down but Zayn executed an Exploder Suplex into the turnbuckles and a Half and Half Suplex, followed by two Helluva Kicks to secure the victory.[29]

Next, Natalya faced Becky Lynch. The end came after Natalya kicked Becky's right kneecap and applied the Sharpshooter. Becky eventually submitted, meaning Natalya won the match.[29]

After that, The Miz defended the Intercontinental Championship[image: External link] against Darren Young[image: External link]. The match ended when Maryse[image: External link] pretended to fall as if Bob Backlund[image: External link] had attacked her, causing Miz to shove Backlund. Young then applied the Crossface Chickenwing on Miz outside the ring. The referees separated the two contestants and ruled the match a double disqualification.[29]

In the next match, John Cena teamed with Enzo Amore and Big Cass to face The Club (Karl Anderson, Luke Gallows, and AJ Styles) in a six-man tag team match. In the end, Cena executed an Super Attitude Adjustment on Styles for the victory.[29]

Chris Jericho then hosted the Highlight Reel with Randy Orton[image: External link], who made his first appearance following a nine-month injury. Jericho constantly berated Orton's behaviour ahead of his upcoming at SummerSlam against Brock Lesnar[image: External link] (including a video of Lesnar showing his feats of strength) to provoke Orton into attacking him, eventually resulting in Orton attacking him with an RKO.[29]
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 Main event




In the main event, Dean Ambrose defended the WWE Championship against Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns. During the match, Ambrose and Rollins teamed up to attack Reigns, performing a Double Powerbomb on Reigns through a broadcast table to temporarily take him out of the match. In the climax of the match, Rollins executed a Pedigree on Reigns for a near-fall. Rollins executed a Turnbuckle Powerbomb on Reigns, who delivered a Superman Punch and a Spear to Rollins. Ambrose pinned Reigns after Dirty Deeds to retain the championship. The entire SmackDown roster came out to celebrate with Ambrose as the event ended.[29]
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 Aftermath




Dean Ambrose retaining the WWE Championship at the event left Raw without a world title. On the following night's episode of Raw, commissioner Stephanie McMahon and General manager Mick Foley announced a new world title for Raw, the WWE Universal Championship[image: External link]; the WWE Championship was then renamed to WWE World Championship. As Raw's number one draft pick, Seth Rollins was named a contender to the title and would face Finn Bálor[image: External link], who became the second contender by defeating Roman Reigns, for the title at SummerSlam.[30]

After Sasha Banks and Bayley defeated Charlotte and Dana Brooke at the event, Banks faced Charlotte for the WWE Women's Championship on the following night's episode of Raw and defeated Charlotte to win her first Women's Championship.[30] On the July 26 episode of SmackDown, Dolph Ziggler defeated AJ Styles, John Cena, Bray Wyatt, Apollo Crews, and Baron Corbin in a Six-Pack Challenge[image: External link] to earn a WWE World Championship match against Dean Ambrose at SummerSlam.[31]
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 Results






	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[29]



	1P
	Breezango (Tyler Breeze and Fandango) defeated The Usos[image: External link] (Jimmy Uso and Jey Uso)
	Tag team match[image: External link][32]
	5:26



	2
	Sasha Banks[image: External link] and Bayley[image: External link] defeated Charlotte and Dana Brooke by submission
	Tag team match[4]
	7:25



	3
	The Wyatt Family[image: External link] (Bray Wyatt[image: External link], Erick Rowan[image: External link], and Braun Strowman[image: External link]) defeated The New Day (Big E, Kofi Kingston, and Xavier Woods)
	Six-man tag team match[image: External link][33]
	8:47



	4
	Rusev (c) (with Lana) defeated Zack Ryder by submission
	Singles match[image: External link] for the WWE United States Championship[34]
	7:01



	5
	Sami Zayn defeated Kevin Owens
	Singles match[35]
	18:22



	6
	Natalya defeated Becky Lynch by submission
	Singles match[36]
	9:04



	7
	The Miz (c) (with Maryse[image: External link]) vs. Darren Young[image: External link] (with Bob Backlund[image: External link]) ended in a double disqualification
	Singles match for the WWE Intercontinental Championship[image: External link][37]
	8:41



	8
	John Cena, Enzo Amore and Big Cass defeated The Club (AJ Styles, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson)
	Six-man tag team match[38]
	14:30



	9
	Dean Ambrose (c) defeated Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins
	Triple threat match[image: External link] for the WWE Championship[39]
	19:51



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match

	P – indicates the match took place on the pre-show
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WWE Money in the Bank






Money in the Bank is a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) event, produced annually by WWE. It is named after the Money in the Bank ladder match, which previously only took place at WrestleMania. The Money in the Bank ladder match debuted at WrestleMania 21[image: External link] in 2005. The Money in the Bank match would then be held at the next five WrestleMania events, after which the match concept was spun off on to its own pay-per-view beginning in 2010.
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 Concept




The "Money in the Bank" pay-per-view centers around a ladder match, the prize of which is a briefcase containing a contract for a championship match. The winner of the contract (contained in the various colored briefcases shown below) can then cash in the contract at a time and place of their choosing anytime within the next year - beginning the night they win the briefcase - for a championship match.

As long as the WWE Championship and the World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link] existed as separate titles[image: External link], each of the annual pay-per-view featured two "Money in the Bank" matches, each contesting for a contract for one of the two championships. After the two titles were unified in December 2013, a contract for the now unified WWE World Heavyweight Championship became the prize of a single "Money in the Bank" match. However, in 2014 and 2015, the championship itself has also been contested in a ladder match. In the 2017 edition of the Money In The Bank PPV event, the event is being made as a SmackDown branded event, featuring the first-ever Money In The Bank ladder match for the WWE SmackDown Women's Championship[image: External link] match contract, alongside with the ladder match for the WWE Championship match contract.
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 Theme song




Money in the Bank is the only WWE pay-per-view event with a regular theme song, as all but the first event have used "Money in the Bank" by in-house WWE composer Jim Johnston as its theme song.[1] This is in stark contrast to other pay-per-view events, which use songs sponsored by mainstream recording artists, which was the case with the first event using " Money[image: External link]" by I Fight Dragons[image: External link].[2] Before the advent of the pay-per-view, the "Money in the Bank" song was used as the entrance music for Donald Trump[image: External link] for his numerous guest appearances on WWE television.[3]
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 Dates and venues






	
	
SmackDown-branded event






	Event
	Date
	City
	Venue
	Main Event
	MITB Winner(s)



	Money in the Bank (2010)
	July 18, 2010
	Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link]
	Sprint Center[image: External link]
	Sheamus (c) vs. John Cena in a Steel Cage match[image: External link] for the WWE Championship
	The Miz - (Raw)

Kane[image: External link] - (SmackDown)



	Money in the Bank (2011)
	July 17, 2011
	Rosemont, Illinois[image: External link]
	Allstate Arena[image: External link]
	John Cena (c) vs. CM Punk[image: External link] for the WWE Championship
	Alberto Del Rio - (Raw)

Daniel Bryan[image: External link] - (SmackDown)



	Money in the Bank (2012)
	July 15, 2012
	Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link]
	US Airways Center[image: External link]
	John Cena vs. Kane[image: External link] vs. Big Show[image: External link] vs. Chris Jericho vs. The Miz in a Money in the Bank ladder match for the WWE Championship contract
	John Cena - (WWE Championship)

Dolph Ziggler - (World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link])



	Money in the Bank (2013)
	July 14, 2013[4]
	Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link][4]
	Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]
	Randy Orton[image: External link] vs. Rob Van Dam[image: External link] vs. Christian[image: External link] vs. Daniel Bryan[image: External link] vs. CM Punk vs. Sheamus in a Money in the Bank ladder match for the WWE Championship contract
	Randy Orton[image: External link] - (WWE Championship)

Damien Sandow[image: External link] - (World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link])



	Money in the Bank (2014)
	June 29, 2014
	Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	TD Garden[image: External link]
	John Cena vs. Alberto Del Rio vs. Randy Orton vs. Sheamus vs. Bray Wyatt[image: External link] vs. Roman Reigns vs. Kane vs. Cesaro[image: External link] in a Ladder match for the vacated WWE World Heavyweight Championship
	Seth Rollins



	Money in the Bank (2015)
	June 14, 2015
	Columbus, Ohio[image: External link]
	Nationwide Arena[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins (c) vs. Dean Ambrose in a Ladder match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship
	Sheamus



	Money in the Bank (2016)
	June 19, 2016
	Paradise, Nevada
	T-Mobile Arena
	Roman Reigns (c) vs. Seth Rollins for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship

	Dean Ambrose



	Money in the Bank (2017)
	June 18, 2017
	St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link]
	Scottrade Center[image: External link][5][6]
	Jinder Mahal[image: External link] (c) vs. Randy Orton for the WWE Championship
	TBD
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Money in the Bank (2015)






Money in the Bank (2015) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) event produced by WWE. It took place on June 14, 2015, at the Nationwide Arena[image: External link] in Columbus, Ohio[image: External link].[2] It was the sixth event in the Money in the Bank chronology. It was also the first WWE pay-per-view event that was held in Columbus since 2004's Bad Blood[image: External link]. Money in the Bank was available for free to new subscribers on WWE's monthly subscription service of the WWE Network in over 140 countries.[3][4][5]

Six matches were contested at the event (including with one match on the pre-show). The titular ladder match for the Money in the Bank contract was won by Sheamus. In the main event, Seth Rollins retained the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link] in a ladder match against Dean Ambrose. The event had 57,000 buys (excluding WWE Network views), down from the previous year's 122,000 buys.[6]
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See also: Professional wrestling


WWE's Money in the Bank pay-per-view events are named after a ladder match, where multiple wrestlers use ladders to retrieve a briefcase hanging above the ring and the winner is guaranteed a match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship at a time of their choosing within the next year.[7] It was the first Money in the Bank event without John Cena involved in the main event.[8][9][10][11]
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 Storylines




Money in the Bank consisted of professional wrestling matches that involved wrestlers from pre-existing scripted[image: External link] feuds or storylines which culminated in a wrestling match or series of matches.[12][13] The ongoing storylines in WWE's weekly television programs provided the background to the 2015 event, which continued the storylines from the previous event in WWE's 2015 pay-per-view schedule,[14][15] Elimination Chamber[image: External link].[16]

After Kevin Owens defeated John Cena at Elimination Chamber[image: External link], a rematch was scheduled for Money in the Bank.[17]

At Elimination Chamber, Dolph Ziggler, Neville[image: External link], Roman Reigns, Randy Orton[image: External link], Kofi Kingston and Sheamus were revealed at the contestants in the Money in the Bank ladder match, in which the winner wins a contract for a WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link] match at any time within the next year.[17] On the June 4th episode of SmackDown, Kane[image: External link] was added to the match.[18]

Also at Elimination Chamber, Dean Ambrose defeated WWE World Heavyweight Champion Seth Rollins by disqualification. Though Rollins remained champion, Ambrose took the title belt with him.[17] On the June 1st episode of Raw, Roman Reigns, speaking on Ambrose's behalf, challenged Rollins to a ladder match for the title at Money in the Bank, which Rollins accepted.[19]

On the June 4th episode of SmackDown, The Prime Time Players[image: External link] defeated The Ascension[image: External link] and The Lucha Dragons in a triple threat[image: External link] tag team match[image: External link] to become the #1 contenders to face The New Day for the WWE Tag Team Championship at the event.[18]

At Elimination Chamber, Ryback[image: External link] captured the vacant Intercontinental Championship[image: External link] in an Elimination Chamber match[image: External link].[17] On the June 1 episode of Raw, before Ryback was scheduled to defend the title against The Miz, Big Show[image: External link] attacked Miz and confronted Ryback.[19] On June 8, Ryback was scheduled to defend the title against Big Show at the event.

On the June 1 episode of Raw, Nikki Bella[image: External link] retained the Divas Championship[image: External link] against Paige[image: External link] after Brie Bella[image: External link] switched with Nikki during the match and pinned Paige.[19] On June 8, a rematch was scheduled for Money In The Bank.

At Elimination Chamber, R-Truth eliminated King Barrett[image: External link] during the Elimination Chamber match[image: External link] for the Intercontinental Championship.[17] On the June 8 episode of Raw, a match between Truth and Barrett was set for the Money In The Bank preshow.[20]
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 Pre-show




On the pre-show, R-Truth faced King Barrett[image: External link]. R-Truth pinned Barrett with a roll up to win the match.
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The pay-per-view opened with the roster at the entrance stage for a 10-bell salute to Dusty Rhodes[image: External link], who died three days before the event.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The first match was the Money in the Bank ladder match involving Roman Reigns, Sheamus, Randy Orton[image: External link], Dolph Ziggler (with Lana), Neville[image: External link], Kofi Kingston, and Kane[image: External link]. Near the climax of the match, it seemed as Reigns was climbing the ladder until Bray Wyatt[image: External link] emerged and attacked him, preventing him from retrieving the briefcase. The end of the match saw Sheamus throwing Neville off the ladder and retrieving the briefcase thus winning the match.

Next, Nikki Bella[image: External link] defended the WWE Divas Championship[image: External link] against Paige[image: External link]. Halfway through the match, Paige executed a Ram-Paige for a near-fall. As the referee was focusing on Paige, Nikki then switched places with her sister Brie (who was hiding under the ring). Paige secured a roll-up victory for the win. A surprised Paige thought she had won until Brie revealed her face to the referee. The match continued and Nikki executed a Rack Attack on Paige to score a pinfall.

In the third match, Ryback[image: External link] defended the WWE Intercontinental Championship[image: External link] against Big Show[image: External link]. The Miz was on commentary for the match. Near the end of the match, Show executed a Knockout Punch on Ryback who rolled out the ring. As Show rolled Ryback in for the pin, Miz attacked Show causing a disqualification.

After this, NXT Champion[image: External link] Kevin Owens wrestled WWE United States Champion John Cena. The match went back and forth with a lot of counters and finishers. Owens mocked Cena with his "You Can't See Me" gesture, but Cena responded with the same move. Owens executed a Pop-up Powerbomb for a two count while Cena responded with an Attitude Adjustment (AA) for a two count. Cena executed another AA for another two count. Cena eventually executed a third AA for the decisive pin. After the match, Owens powerbombed Cena on the ring apron and walked off.

In the fifth match, The New Day (Big E and Xavier Woods) defended the WWE Tag Team Championship against The Prime Time Players[image: External link] (Titus O'Neil and Darren Young[image: External link]). Young won the match for his team by pinning Woods after a Gut Check to win the tag titles.
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In the main event, Seth Rollins defended the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link] against Dean Ambrose in a Ladder match. Ambrose executed Dirty Deeds on Rollins on the Spanish announce table. The climax saw both Ambrose and Rollins jostle atop the ladders for the championship. The championship was accidentally unhooked and as Rollins and Ambrose came crashing down, It was Rollins who held onto the title, thereby winning the match and retaining the title.
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After retaining the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link], Seth Rollins celebrated on the following night episode of Raw by renaming it "Monday Night Rollins", before being interrupted and attacked by Dean Ambrose, forcing Rollins to retreat. Ambrose then sat on a steel chair in the ring waiting for Rollins to return, but instead ended up facing Sheamus, which he defeated thanks to a distraction by Randy Orton[image: External link]. Orton attacked Sheamus after the match leading to a feud between the two headed into both Battleground[image: External link] and SummerSlam[image: External link]. Later that night, Triple H[image: External link] revealed that Seth Rollins' next challenger for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship at Battleground would be Brock Lesnar[image: External link], who return from his suspension and his rematch clause for the title has been accepted by The Authority[image: External link] doing it on Seth's behalf. At Battleground The Undertaker[image: External link] returned and attacked Lesnar, beating Rollins via disqualification, costing Lesnar his chance to win the title back.

After feeling humiliated following his loss to John Cena, Kevin Owens challenged Cena to a match for the WWE United States Championship at Battleground, which Cena accepted on the June 22 Raw. At The Beast in the East, Owens lost the NXT Championship[image: External link] to Finn Bálor[image: External link]. At Battleground, Cena retained the United States Championship to end their feud.

After the WWE Intercontinental Championship[image: External link] match that has ended on a disqualification, a triple threat match between Ryback[image: External link], Big Show[image: External link] and The Miz for the Intercontinental championship was scheduled for Battleground. However, Ryback had suffered a Staph Infection on his right knee, which caused the match to be cancelled. Ryback would later recover and the match was rescheduled for SummerSlam[image: External link], where Ryback would retain his title after pinning The Miz.

On the July 13 episode of Raw Stephanie McMahon confronted Team Bella[image: External link] with Paige[image: External link] and announced a "Divas revolution" by introducing the NXT wrestlers Charlotte[image: External link], Becky Lynch and NXT Women's champion Sasha Banks[image: External link] into the roster, where McMahon had Charlotte and Lynch team with Paige to become Team PCB[image: External link] and Sasha Banks team with Naomi[image: External link] and Tamina[image: External link] to become Team B.A.D[image: External link]. The two teams then brawled with Team Bella. At Battleground, Charlotte (who was representing Team PCB) defeated Brie Bella of Team Bella and Sasha Banks of Team B.A.D in a triple threat match.

Sheamus twice tried to cash-in his Money in the Bank contract on Seth Rollins for a WWE World Heavyweight Championship match but his attempts were denied, first by Randy Orton as payback for costing him a title match by disqualification against Rollins on August 10 episode of Raw and the second by Kane[image: External link] after Rollins retained his title against Sting[image: External link] at Night of Champions[image: External link]. Sheamus would eventually cash-in his contract on Roman Reigns after the latter won the vacant WWE World Heavyweight Championship at Survivor Series[image: External link] and pinned him to win the title.
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	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[21][22]



	1P
	R-Truth defeated King Barrett[image: External link]
	Singles match[image: External link][23]
	5:41



	2
	Sheamus defeated Dolph Ziggler, Kane[image: External link], Neville[image: External link], Kofi Kingston, Roman Reigns, and Randy Orton[image: External link]
	Money in the Bank ladder match for a WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link] match contract[24]
	20:50



	3
	Nikki Bella[image: External link] (c) defeated Paige[image: External link]
	Singles match for the WWE Divas Championship[image: External link][25]
	11:18



	4
	Big Show[image: External link] defeated Ryback[image: External link] (c) by disqualification
	Singles match for the WWE Intercontinental Championship[image: External link][26]
	5:28



	5
	John Cena (U.S. Champion) defeated Kevin Owens (NXT Champion[image: External link])
	Champion vs. Champion match[27]
	19:15



	6
	The Prime Time Players[image: External link] (Darren Young[image: External link] and Titus O'Neil) defeated The New Day (Big E and Xavier Woods) (c)
	Tag team match[image: External link] for the WWE Tag Team Championship[28]
	5:48



	7
	Seth Rollins (c) defeated Dean Ambrose
	Ladder match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[29]
	35:40



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match

	P – indicates the match took place on the pre-show
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Money in the Bank (2017)






Money in the Bank (2017) is an upcoming professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) event and WWE Network event produced by WWE for the SmackDown brand[image: External link]. It will take place on June 18, 2017 at the Scottrade Center[image: External link] in St. Louis[image: External link], Missouri[image: External link].[1] It will be the eighth event under the Money in the Bank chronology.
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The card will include matches resulting from scripted storylines and have results predetermined by WWE on the SmackDown brand[image: External link].[2][3] Storylines are produced on WWE's weekly television show SmackDown Live.[4]

At Backlash[image: External link], Jinder Mahal[image: External link] defeated Randy Orton[image: External link] to win his first WWE Championship with help from The Singh Brothers[image: External link] (Samir and Sunil Singh).[5] On the following episode of SmackDown, Commissioner Shane McMahon announced that Orton invoked his championship rematch for Money in the Bank. Also on the show, Mahal celebrated his first ever title win in a traditional Punjabi style.[6] The following week, Orton declared that he would become a fourteen-time world champion in his hometown at Money in the Bank before he was interrupted by Mahal on the TitanTron.[7] The following week, after Mahal defeated Mojo Rawley[image: External link], he taunted Orton and said that Orton would not become champion again. Later, Orton said that he received phone calls from Ric Flair, Harley Race[image: External link], and his father "Cowboy" Bob Orton[image: External link], who each told him to let Mahal run his mouth as Orton's own actions would determine the winner.[8]

As per tradition, the winner of the Money in the Bank ladder match earns a contract for a world championship match at any time within the next year of winning the contract. The 2017 contract is specifically for a WWE Championship match. On the May 23 episode of SmackDown, Commissioner Shane McMahon announced the five participants of the 2017 match: AJ Styles, Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link], Dolph Ziggler, Sami Zayn, and Baron Corbin. Immediately after the announcement, United States Champion Kevin Owens stated that he deserved to be in the match due to him retaining his title against Styles at Backlash. Believing Owens had a good point, Shane decided to place Owens as the sixth competitor in the match. Zayn then defeated Corbin in a rematch from Backlash, and Styles and Nakamura teamed up and defeated Owens and Ziggler.[6] The following week, Nakamura was a guest on Owens' Highlight Reel. They were interrupted by Corbin, and the two attacked Nakamura until Zayn came out, resulting in a tag team match where Nakamura and Zayn defeated Owens and Corbin. Later in the show, Ziggler defeated Styles.[7] The following week, Styles defeated Ziggler and Nakamura defeated Owens. Also in the show, Corbin attacked Zayn backstage and later attacked Nakamura with the End of Days after his match. Mojo Rawley was also given the opportunity to be added to the ladder match if he could defeat WWE Champion Jinder Mahal, who he lost to.[8]

At Backlash, The Welcoming Committee (Natalya, Carmella[image: External link], and Tamina[image: External link]) defeated the team of Charlotte Flair, Becky Lynch, and SmackDown Women's Champion[image: External link] Naomi[image: External link] in a six-woman tag team match[image: External link].[5] On the following episode of SmackDown, Flair and Lynch defeated Natalya and Carmella. Later backstage, Natalya asked Commissioner Shane McMahon for a SmackDown Women's Championship match, followed by Carmella, Tamina, Flair, and Lynch, who each felt that they should have a title opportunity. Shane then scheduled a fatal-five-way elimination match[image: External link] between them for the following week where the winner would face Naomi for the title at Money in the Bank.[6] However, before the match could begin, all five attacked each other, leading to a no-contest. Shane then scheduled the first-ever Women's Money in the Bank ladder match between the five, with the winner receiving a contract for a SmackDown Women's Championship match.[7] The following week, Naomi, Lynch, and Flair were defeated by Natalya, Carmella, and Tamina in a rematch from Backlash.[8]

At Backlash, The Usos[image: External link] (Jey and Jimmy Uso) retained the SmackDown Tag Team Championship[image: External link] against Breezango (Fandango and Tyler Breeze) and again in a rematch on the following episode of SmackDown.[5][6] On the May 30 episode, The Usos declared that no team could defeat them. They were then interrupted by The New Day (Big E, Kofi Kingston, and Xavier Woods), making their first appearance on SmackDown since they were moved to the brand during the Superstar Shake-up[image: External link]. A match was then scheduled between the two teams for the titles at Money in the Bank.[7] The following week, after The New Day defeated The Colóns[image: External link] ( Primo[image: External link] and Epico[image: External link]), The Usos came out and taunted them, calling The New Day old news.[8]

On the June 6 episode of SmackDown, Lana made her first appearance since she was moved to the brand during the Superstar Shake-up, and wanted to be added to the Women's Money in the Bank ladder match. Commissioner Shane McMahon, however, denied her. Lana then confronted SmackDown Women's Champion Naomi, saying that she could beat her. Shane again said that Lana had to earn her opportunities. During the six-woman tag team match that night, Lana got involved and caused Naomi to be pinned. Later, Naomi demanded a match against Lana at Money in the Bank. Shane made the match official after Naomi offered to put the SmackDown Women's Championship on the line.[8]
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	No.
	Matches
	Stipulations



	1
	
Jinder Mahal[image: External link] (c) (with The Singh Brothers[image: External link]) vs. Randy Orton[image: External link]

	
Singles match[image: External link] for the WWE Championship[9]




	2
	
Kevin Owens vs. AJ Styles vs. Baron Corbin vs. Sami Zayn vs. Dolph Ziggler vs. Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link]

	
Money in the Bank ladder match for a WWE Championship match contract[10]




	3
	
The Usos[image: External link] (Jey and Jimmy Uso) (c) vs. The New Day (Big E, Kofi Kingston, and/or Xavier Woods)
	
Tag team match[image: External link] for the WWE SmackDown Tag Team Championship[image: External link][11]




	4
	
Becky Lynch vs. Charlotte Flair vs. Natalya vs. Tamina[image: External link] vs. Carmella[image: External link] (with James Ellsworth[image: External link])
	Money in the Bank ladder match for a WWE SmackDown Women's Championship[image: External link] match contract[12]




	5
	
Naomi[image: External link] (c) vs. Lana

	Singles match for the WWE SmackDown Women's Championship[13]




	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match
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Professional Wrestling






This article is about wrestling as a form of "rehearsed" entertainment. For the Olympic sport, see Wrestling[image: External link]. For wrestling as a competitive sport at a professional level, see Professional wrestling (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Professional wrestling (often shortened to pro wrestling or simply wrestling) is a form of performance art[image: External link] which combines athletics[image: External link] with theatrical performance[image: External link].[1] It takes the form of events, held by touring companies, which mimic[image: External link] a title match[image: External link] combat sport[image: External link]. The unique form of sport portrayed is fundamentally based on classical[image: External link] and " catch[image: External link]" wrestling, with modern additions of striking attacks[image: External link], strength-based[image: External link] holds and throws[image: External link] and acrobatic maneuvers[image: External link], much of these derive from the influence of various international[image: External link] martial arts[image: External link]. An additional aspect of combat with improvised weaponry[image: External link] is sometimes included to varying degrees.

The matches have predetermined outcomes to heighten entertainment[image: External link] value and all combative maneuvers are executed with the full cooperation of those involved[image: External link] and carefully performed in specific manners intended to lessen the chance of actual injury.[2] These facts were once kept highly secretive[image: External link], but are now a widely accepted open secret[image: External link]. By and large, the true nature of the performance is not discussed by the performing company in official media to sustain and promote the willing suspension of disbelief[image: External link] for the audience by maintaining an aura of verisimilitude[image: External link]. Fan communications by individual wrestlers and promotions through outside media (i.e. interviews) will often directly acknowledge the dramatic and "fixed" nature of the spectacle.



TOP
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 History




Main article: History of professional wrestling[image: External link]


Originating as a popular form of entertainment in 19th-century Europe[3] and later as a sideshow[image: External link] exhibition in North American[image: External link] traveling carnivals[image: External link] and vaudeville[image: External link] halls[image: External link], professional wrestling grew into a standalone genre of entertainment with many diverse variations in cultures around the globe, and is now considered a multi-million dollar entertainment industry. While it has completely disappeared from Europe, in North America, it has experienced several different periods of prominent cultural popularity during its century and a half of existence. The advent of television gave professional wrestling a new outlet, and wrestling (along with boxing[image: External link]) was instrumental in making pay-per-view a viable method of content delivery[image: External link].
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 Scope and influence




Unlike in Europe, show wrestling has become especially prominent in Japan and in Central[image: External link] and North America.[4] In Brazil[image: External link], there was a very popular wrestling television program from the 1960s to the early 1980s called Telecatch[image: External link]. High-profile figures in the sport have become celebrities or cultural icons[image: External link] in their native or adopted home countries.

Although professional wrestling started out as petty acts in sideshows[image: External link], traveling circuses[image: External link] and carnivals[image: External link], today it is a billion-dollar industry. Revenue is drawn from ticket sales, network television broadcasts, pay-per-view broadcasts, branded merchandise and home video. Pro wrestling was instrumental in making pay-per-view a viable method of content delivery. Annual shows such as WrestleMania, Bound for Glory[image: External link] and formerly Starrcade[image: External link] are among the highest-selling pay-per-view programming each year. In modern day, internet programming has been utilized by a number of companies to air web shows, internet pay per views (IPPVs) or on-demand content, helping to generate internet-related revenue earnings from the evolving World Wide Web.

Home video sales dominate the Billboard charts[image: External link] Recreational Sports DVD sales, with wrestling holding anywhere from 3 to 9 of the top 10 spots every week.[5]

Due to its persistent cultural presence and to its novelty within the performing arts, wrestling constitutes a recurring topic in both academia and the media. Several documentaries have been produced looking at professional wrestling, most notably, Beyond the Mat[image: External link] directed by Barry W. Blaustein, and Wrestling with Shadows[image: External link] featuring wrestler Bret Hart[image: External link] and directed by Paul Jay. There have also been many fictional depictions of wrestling; the 2008 film The Wrestler[image: External link] received several Oscar[image: External link] nominations and began a career revival for star Mickey Rourke[image: External link].

Currently, the largest professional wrestling company worldwide is the United States-based WWE, which bought out many smaller regional companies in the late 20th century, as well as its primary US competitors World Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (WCW) and Extreme Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (ECW) in early 2001. Other prominent professional wrestling companies worldwide include the US-based Impact Wrestling[image: External link], formerly known as Total Nonstop Action Wrestling (TNA), and Ring of Honor[image: External link] (ROH), Consejo Mundial de Lucha Libre[image: External link] and Asistencia Asesoría y Administración[image: External link] in Mexico, and the Japanese New Japan Pro Wrestling[image: External link], All Japan Pro Wrestling[image: External link] and Pro Wrestling Noah[image: External link] leagues.
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 Genre conventions




Main articles: Kayfabe and Shoot (professional wrestling)[image: External link]


When talking about professional wrestling, there are two levels: the "in-show" happenings that are presented through the shows, and happenings which are outside the scope of performance (in other words, are real life[image: External link]) but have implications on the performance, such as performer contracts, legitimate injuries, etc. Because actual events are often co-opted by writers for incorporation into storylines for the performers, the lines are often blurred and become confused.

Special care must be taken when talking about people who perform under their own name. The actions of the character should be considered fictional events, wholly separate from the life of the performer. This is similar to other entertainers who perform with a persona that shares their own name (such as Stephen Colbert[image: External link] and his fictional persona[image: External link]).

Some wrestlers would incorporate elements of their real-life personalities into their characters, even if they and their in-ring persona have different names.
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 Kayfabe




Historians are unsure at what point wrestling changed from competitive catch wrestling into worked entertainment. Those who participated felt that maintenance of a constant and complete illusion for all who were not involved was necessary to keep audience interest. For decades, wrestlers lived their public lives as though they were their characters.

The practice of keeping the illusion, and the various methods used to do so, came to be known as "kayfabe" within wrestling circles, or " working[image: External link] the marks[image: External link]". An entire lexicon of slang jargon and euphemism developed to allow performers to communicate without outsiders' knowledge of what was being said.

Occasionally a performer will deviate from the intended sequence of events. This is known as a shoot[image: External link]. Sometimes shoot-like elements are included in wrestling stories to blur the line between performance and reality. These are known as "worked shoots". However, the vast majority of events in professional wrestling are preplanned and improvised within accepted boundaries.

Gradually, the predetermined nature of professional wrestling became an open secret, as prominent figures in the wrestling business (including World Wrestling Entertainment owner Vince McMahon) began to publicly admit that wrestling was entertainment, not competition. This public reveal has garnered mixed reactions from the wrestling community, as some feel that exposure ruins the experience to the spectators as does exposure[image: External link] in illusionism[image: External link]. Despite the public admission of the theatrical nature of professional wrestling, many U.S. states still regulate[image: External link] professional wrestling as they do other professional competitive sports. For example, New York State still regulates "professional wrestling" through the New York State Athletic Commission[image: External link] (SAC). [6]
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 Aspects of performing art




Professional wrestling shows can be considered a form of theatre in the round[image: External link], with the ring, ringside area, and entryway comprising a thrust stage[image: External link]. However, there is a much more limited concept of a fourth wall[image: External link] than in most theatric performances. The audience is recognized and acknowledged by the performers as spectators[image: External link] to the sporting event being portrayed, and are encouraged to interact as such. This leads to a high level of audience participation; in fact, their reactions can dictate how the performance unfolds.[7] Often, individual matches will be part of a longer storyline conflict between "babyfaces" (often shortened to just "faces") and "heels". "Faces" (the "good guys") are those whose actions are intended to encourage the audience to cheer, while "heels" (the "bad guys") act to draw the spectators' ire.
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 Rules




There is no governing authority for professional wrestling rules, although there is a general standard which has developed. Each promotion has their own variation, but all are similar enough to avoid confusion most of the time. Any rule described here is simply a standard, and may or may not correspond exactly with any given promotion's ruleset.

It should be noted that, due to the staged nature of wrestling, these are not actual "rules" in the sense that they would be considered in similar articles about actual sports like freestyle wrestling[image: External link]. Instead, the "rules" in this article are implemented and supposedly enforced for the sake of suspension of disbelief[image: External link] (known as kayfabe in the jargon of the business[image: External link]).
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 General structure




Matches are held between two or more sides ("corners"). Each corner may consist of one wrestler, or a team of two or more. Most team matches are governed by tag team rules (see below). Other matches are free-for-alls, with multiple combatants but no teams. In all variants, there can be only one winning team or wrestler.

The standard method of scoring is the "fall", which is accomplished by:


	
Pinning[image: External link] the opponent's shoulders to the mat, typically for three seconds (though other times have been used)

	Forcing the opponent to submit[image: External link]


	
Disqualification[image: External link] of the opponent

	The opponent remaining outside the ring for too long (countout)

	
Knocking out[image: External link] or otherwise incapacitating the opponent



These are each explained in greater detail below. Typically, pinfalls and submissions must occur within the ring area, however there are times where it may be stipulated otherwise.

Most wrestling matches last for a set number of falls, with the first side to achieve the majority number of pinfalls, submissions, or countouts being the winner. Historically, matches were wrestled to 3 falls ("best 2 out of 3") or 5 falls ("best 3 out of 5"). The standard for modern matches is one fall. However, even though it is now standard, many announcers will explicitly state this (e.g. "The following contest is set for one fall with a 20-minute time limit.") These matches are given a time limit; if not enough falls are scored by the end of the time limit, the match is declared a draw. Modern matches are generally given a 10- to 30-minute time limit for standard matches; title matches can go for up to one hour. British wrestling matches held under Admiral-Lord Mountevans rules[image: External link] are 2 out of 3 falls.

An alternative is a match set for a prescribed length of time, with a running tally of falls. The entrant with the most falls at the end of the time limit is declared the winner. This is usually for 20, 30 or 60 minutes, and is commonly called an Iron Man match[image: External link]. This type of match can be modified so that fewer types of falls are allowed.

In matches with multiple competitors, an elimination system may be used. Any wrestler who has a fall scored against them is forced out of the match, and the match continues until only one remains. However, it is much more common when more than two wrestlers are involved to simply go one fall, with the one scoring the fall, regardless of who they scored it against, being the winner. In championship matches, this means that, unlike one-on-one matches (where the champion can simply disqualify himself or get himself counted out to retain the title via the Champion's Advantage), the champion does not have to be pinned or involved in the decision to lose the championship. However, heel champions often find advantages, not in Champion's Advantage, but in the use of weapons and outside interference, as these poly-sided matches tend to involve no holds barred[image: External link] rules.

Many modern specialty matches have been devised, with unique winning conditions. The most common of these is the ladder match. In the basic ladder match, the wrestlers or teams of wrestlers must climb a ladder to obtain a prize that is hoisted above the ring. The key to winning this match is that the wrestler or team of wrestlers must try to incapacitate each other long enough for one wrestler to climb the ladder and secure that prize for their team. As a result, the ladder can be used as a weapon. The prizes include but are not limited to any given championship belt (the traditional prize), a document granting the winner the right to a future title shot, or any document that matters to the wrestlers involved in the match (such as one granting the winner a cash prize). Another common specialty match is known as the battle royal[image: External link]. In a battle royal, all the wrestlers enter the ring to the point that there are 20-30 wrestlers in the ring at one time. When the match begins, the simple objective is to throw the opponent over the top rope and out of the ring with both feet on the floor to eliminate that opponent. The last wrestler standing is declared the winner. A variant on this type of match is the WWE's Royal Rumble where two wrestlers enter the ring to start the match and other wrestlers follow in 90 second intervals (previously 2 minutes) until 30-40 wrestlers have entered the ring. All other rules stay the same. For more match types, see Professional wrestling match types.

Every match must be assigned a rule keeper known as a referee[image: External link], who is the final arbitrator. In multi-man lucha libre[image: External link] matches, two referees are used, one inside the ring and one outside.

Due to the legitimate[image: External link] role that referees play in wrestling of serving as liaison between the bookers backstage and the wrestlers in the ring (the role of being a final arbitrator is merely kayfabe), the referee is present, even in matches that do not at first glance appear to require a referee (such as a ladder match, as it is no holds barred, and the criteria for victory could theoretically be assessed from afar). Although their actions are also frequently scripted for dramatic effect, referees are subject to certain general rules and requirements to maintain the theatrical appearance of unbiased authority. The most basic rule is that an action must be seen by a referee to be declared for a fall or disqualification. This allows for heel characters to gain a scripted advantage by distracting or disabling the referee to perform some ostensibly illegal maneuver on their opponent. Most referees are unnamed and essentially anonymous, though the WWE has let their officials reveal their names.

Special guest referees[image: External link] may be used from time to time; by virtue of their celebrity status, they are often scripted to dispense with the appearance of neutrality and use their influence to unfairly influence the outcome of the match for added dramatic impact. Face special referees will often fight back against hostile heel wrestlers, particularly if the special referee is either a wrestler himself or a famous martial artist (such as Tito Ortiz[image: External link] at the main event at TNA Hard Justice 2005[image: External link]).

For heel special referees, common ways of assisting the heel wrestler to obtain victory include, but are not limited to, the following:


	Counting fast whenever the face wrestler is being pinned, while counting slow, or even refusing to count at all, when the heel wrestler is being pinned.

	Allowing heel wrestlers to use blatantly illegal tactics that most normal referees would instantly disqualify for, while not extending these relaxed rules to face wrestlers.

	Feigning unconsciousness far longer than they would normally otherwise be out, allowing for greater opportunities for run-ins, while instantly waking up the moment the heel wrestler seems to have an advantage.

	Actually assisting in attacking the face wrestler.



Matches are held within a wrestling ring[image: External link], an elevated square canvas[image: External link] mat with posts on each corner. A cloth apron hangs over the edges of the ring. Three horizontal ropes or cables surround the ring, suspended with turnbuckles which are connected to the posts. For safety, the ropes are padded at the turnbuckles and cushioned mats surround the floor outside the ring. Guardrails or a similar barrier enclose this area from the audience. Wrestlers are generally expected to stay within the confines of the ring, though matches sometimes end up outside the ring, and even in the audience, to add excitement.
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 Tag rules




Main article: Tag team[image: External link]


In some team matches, only one entrant from each team may be designated as the "legal" or "active" wrestler at any given moment. Two wrestlers must make physical contact (typically palm-to-palm) to transfer this legal status. This is known as a "tag", with the participants "tagging out" and "tagging in". Typically the wrestler who is tagging out has a 5-second count to leave the ring, whereas the one tagging in can enter the ring at any time, resulting in heels legally double-teaming a face.

The non-legal wrestlers must remain outside the ring or other legal area at all times (and avoid purposeful contact with the opposing wrestlers) or face reprimand from the referee. In most promotions, the wrestler to be tagged in must be touching the turnbuckle on his corner, or a cloth strap attached to the turnbuckle.

Some multi-wrestler matches allow for a set number of legal wrestlers, and a legal wrestler may tag out to any other wrestler, regardless of team. In these matches, the tag need not be a mutual effort, and this results in active wrestlers being tagged out against their will, or non-legal wrestlers forced to enter the battle.

Sometimes, poly-sided matches that pit every man for himself will incorporate tagging rules. Outside of kayfabe, this is done to give wrestlers a break from the action (as these matches tend to go on for long periods of time), and to make the action in the ring easier to choreograph. One of the most mainstream examples of this is the Four-Corner match, the most common type of match in the WWE before it was replaced with its equivalent Fatal Four-Way; four wrestlers, each for himself, fight in a match, but only two wrestlers can be in the match at any given time. The other two are positioned in the corner, and tags can be made between any two wrestlers.

In a Texas Tornado Tag Team match, all the competitors are legal in the match, and tagging in and out is not necessary. All matches fought under hardcore rules[image: External link] (such as no disqualification, no holds barred, ladder match, etc.) are all contested under de facto[image: External link] Texas Tornado rules, since the lack of ability of a referee to issue a disqualification renders any tagging requirements moot.

Regardless of rules of tagging, a wrestler cannot pin his or her own tag team partner, even if it is technically possible from the rules of the match (e.g. Texas Tornado rules, or a three-way tag team match). This is called the "Outlaw Rule" because the first team to attempt to use that (in an attempt to unfairly retain their tag team titles) was the New Age Outlaws[image: External link].
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 Decisions
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 Pinfall




Main article: Pin (professional wrestling)[image: External link]


To score by pinfall, a wrestler must pin both his opponent's shoulders against the mat while the referee slaps the mat three times (referred to as a "three count"). This is the most common form of defeat. The pinned wrestler must also be on his back and, if he is lying on his belly, it usually does not count. A count may be started at any time that a wrestler's shoulders are down (both shoulders touching the mat), back-first and any part of the opponent's body is lying over the wrestler. This often results in pins that can easily be kicked out of, if the defensive wrestler is even slightly conscious. For example, an attacking wrestler who is half-conscious may simply drape an arm over an opponent, or a cocky wrestler may place his foot gently on the opponent's body, prompting a three-count from the referee.

Illegal pinning methods include using the ropes for leverage and hooking the opponent's clothing, which are therefore popular cheating methods for heels, unless certain stipulations make such an advantage legal. Such pins as these are rarely seen by the referee and are subsequently often used by heels and on occasion by cheating faces to win matches. Even if it is noticed, it is rare for such an attempt to result in a disqualification (see below) and instead it simply results in nullification of the pin attempt, so the heel wrestler rarely has anything to lose for trying it anyway.

Occasionally, there are instances where a pinfall is made where both wrestlers' shoulders were on the mat for the three-count. This situation will most likely lead to a draw, and in some cases a continuation of the match or a future match to determine the winner.
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 Submission, knockout and incapacitating the opponent




To score by submission, the wrestler must make his opponent give up, usually, but not necessarily, by putting him in a submission hold (e.g. figure four leg-lock, arm-lock, sleeper-hold).

A wrestler may voluntarily submit by verbally informing the referee (usually used in moves such as the Mexican Surfboard, where all four limbs are incapacitated, making tapping impossible). Also, since Ken Shamrock[image: External link] popularized it in 1997, a wrestler can indicate a voluntary submission by "tapping out[image: External link]",[8] that is, tapping a free hand against the mat or against an opponent. Occasionally, a wrestler will reach for a rope (see rope breaks below), only to put his hand back on the mat so he can crawl towards the rope some more; this is NOT a submission, and the referee decides what his intent is. Submission was initially a large factor in professional wrestling, but following the decline of the submission-oriented catch-as-catch-can[image: External link] style from mainstream professional wrestling, the submission largely faded. Despite this, some wrestlers, such as Chris Jericho, Ric Flair, Bret Hart[image: External link], Kurt Angle[image: External link], Ken Shamrock[image: External link], Dean Malenko[image: External link], Chris Benoit[image: External link], and Tazz[image: External link], became famous for winning matches via submission. A wrestler with a signature submission technique is portrayed as better at applying the hold, making it more painful or more difficult to get out of than others who use it, or can be falsely credited as inventing the hold (such as when Tazz popularized the kata ha jime[image: External link] judo choke in pro wrestling as the "Tazzmission").

Since all contact between the wrestlers must cease if any part of the body is touching, or underneath, the ropes, many wrestlers will attempt to break submission holds by deliberately grabbing the bottom ropes. This is called a "rope break", and it is one of the most common ways to break a submission hold. Most holds leave an arm or leg free, so that the person can tap out if he wants. Instead, he uses these free limbs to either grab one of the ring ropes (the bottom one is the most common, as it is nearest the wrestlers, though other ropes sometimes are used for standing holds such as Chris Masters[image: External link]' Master Lock) or drape his foot across, or underneath one. Once this has been accomplished, and the accomplishment is witnessed by the referee, the referee will demand that the offending wrestler break the hold, and start counting to five if the wrestler does not. If the referee reaches the count of five, and the wrestler still does not break the hold, he is disqualified.

If a manager[image: External link] decides that his client wrestler should tap out, but cannot convince the wrestler himself to do so, he may "throw in the towel" (by literally taking a gym towel and hurling it into the ring where the referee can see it). This is the same as a submission, as in kayfabe the manager is considered the wrestlers agent[image: External link] and therefore authorized to make formal decisions (such as forfeiting a match) on the client's behalf.
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 Knockout




Passing out in a submission hold constitutes a loss by knockout[image: External link]. To determine if a wrestler has passed out in WWE, the referee usually picks up and drops his hand. If it drops to the mat or floor three consecutive times without the wrestler having the strength to hold it up, the wrestler is considered to have passed out. At one point this was largely ignored. However, the rule is now much more commonly observed for safety reasons. If the wrestler has passed out, the opponent then scores by submission.

A wrestler can also win by knockout if he does not resort to submission holds, but stills pummels his opponent to the point that he is completely out cold. To check for a knockout in this manner a referee would wave his hand in front of the wrestlers' face and, if the wrestler does not react in any way, the referee would award the victory to the other wrestler.
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 Countout




A countout (alternatively "count-out" or "count out") happens when a wrestler is out of the ring long enough for the referee to count to ten (twenty in some promotions) and thus disqualified. The count is broken and restarted when a wrestler in the ring exits the ring. Playing into this, some wrestlers would "milk" the count by sliding in the ring and immediately sliding back out. As he was technically inside the ring for a split second before exiting again, it is sufficient to restart the count. This is often referred to by commentators as "breaking the count". Heels often use this tactic in order to buy themselves more time to catch their breath, or to attempt to frustrate their babyface opponents.

If all the active wrestlers in a match are down inside the ring at the same time, the referee would begin a count (usually ten seconds, twenty in Japan). If nobody rises to their feet by the end of the count, the match is ruled a draw. Any participant who stands up in time would end the count for everyone else, while in a Last Man Standing match this form of a countout is the only way that the match can end, so the referee would count when one or more wrestlers are down and one wrestler standing up before the 10-count does not stop the count for another wrestler who is still down.

In some promotions (and most major modern ones), Championships cannot change hands via a countout, unless the on-screen authority declares it for at least one match, although in others, championships may change hands via countout. Heels are known to take advantage of this and will intentionally get counted out when facing difficult opponents, especially when defending championships.
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 Disqualification




Disqualification (sometimes abbreviated as "DQ") occurs when a wrestler violates the match's rules, thus losing automatically. Although a countout can technically be considered a disqualification (as it is, for all intents and purposes, an automatic loss suffered as a result of violating a match rule), the two concepts are often distinct in wrestling. A no disqualification match can still end by countout (although this is rare). Typically, a match must be declared a "no holds barred" match, a "street fight" or some other term, in order for both disqualifications and countouts to be waived.

Disqualification from a match is called for a number of reasons:


	Performing any illegal holds or maneuvers, such as refusing to break a hold when an opponent is in the ropes, hair-pulling, choking or biting an opponent, or repeatedly punching with a closed fist. These violations are usually subject to a referee-administered five count and will result in disqualification if the wrestler does not cease the offending behavior in time. Note that the ban on closed fists does not apply if the attacker is in middair when the punch connects, like with Jerry Lawler[image: External link]'s diving fist drop or Roman Reigns' Superman Punch[image: External link].

	Attacking an opponent's eye, such as raking it, poking it, gouging it[image: External link], punching it or other severe attacks to the eye.

	Any outside interference involving a person not involved in the match striking or holding a wrestler. Sometimes (depending on the promotion and uniqueness of the situation), if a heel attempts to interfere but is ejected from the ring by a wrestler or referee before this occurs, there may not be a disqualification. In this disqualification method, the wrestler being attacked by the foreign member is awarded the win. Sometimes, however, this can work in heels' favor. In February 2009, Shawn Michaels[image: External link], who was under the kayfabe employment of John "Bradshaw" Layfield[image: External link], interfered in a match and super kicked JBL in front of the referee to get his employer the win via "outside interference".

	Striking an opponent with a foreign object[image: External link] (an object not permitted by the rules of the match; see hardcore wrestling[image: External link]) (sometimes the win decision can be reversed if the referee spots the weapon before pin attempt or after the match because they tried to strike when referee is either distracted or knocked out).[9]


	Using any kind of "banned" move (see below for details).

	A direct low blow to the groin[image: External link] (unless the rules of the match specifically allow this).

	Intentionally laying hands on the referee.

	Pulling an opponent's mask off during a match (this is illegal in Mexico, and sometimes in Japan).

	Throwing an opponent over the top rope during a match (this move is still illegal in the National Wrestling Alliance[image: External link])

	In a mixed tag team match, a man hitting a woman, or vice versa.



In practice, not all rule violations will result in a disqualification as the referee may use his own judgement and is not obligated to stop the match. Usually, the only offenses that the referee will see and immediately disqualify the match on (as opposed to having multiple offenses) are low blows[image: External link], weapon usage[image: External link], interference, or assaulting the referee. In WWE, a referee must see the violation with his own eyes to rule that the match end in a disqualification (simply watching the video tape is not usually enough) and the referee's ruling is almost always final, although dusty finishes (named after, and made famous by, Dusty Rhodes[image: External link]) will often result in the referee's decision being overturned. It is not uncommon for the referees themselves to get knocked out during a match, which is commonly referred to by the term "ref bump". While the referee remains "unconscious", wrestlers are free to violate rules until he is revived or replaced. In some cases, a referee might disqualify a person under the presumption that it was that wrestler who knocked him out; most referee knockouts are arranged to allow a wrestler, usually a heel, to gain an advantage. For example, a wrestler may get whipped into a referee at a slower speed, knocking the ref down for short amount of time; during that interim period, one wrestler may pin his opponent for a three-count and would have won the match but for the referee being down (sometimes, another referee will sprint to the ring from backstage to attempt to make the count, but by then, the other wrestler has had enough time to kick out on his own accord).

If all participants in a match continue to breach the referee's instructions, the match may end in a double disqualification, where both wrestlers or teams (in a tag team[image: External link] match) have been disqualified. The match is essentially nullified, and called a draw or in some cases a restart or the same match being held at a pay-per-view or next night's show.
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 Draw




A professional wrestling match can end in a draw. A draw occurs if both opponents are simultaneously disqualified (as via countout[image: External link] or if the referee loses complete control of the match and both opponents attack each other with no regard to being in a match, like Brock Lesnar vs. Undertaker at 2002 Unforgiven), neither opponent is able to answer a ten-count, or both opponents simultaneously win the match. The latter can occur if, for example, one opponent's shoulders touch the mat while maintaining a submission hold against another opponent. If the opponent in the hold begins to tap out[image: External link] at the same time a referee counts to three for pinning the opponent delivering the hold, both opponents have legally achieved scoring conditions simultaneously. Traditionally, a championship may not change hands in the event of a draw (though it may become vacant), though some promotions such as Total Nonstop Action Wrestling[image: External link] have endorsed rules where the champion may lose a title by disqualification. A variant of the draw is the time-limit draw, where the match does not have a winner by a specified time period (a one-hour draw, which was once common, is known in wrestling circles as a "Broadway").

Also if two wrestlers have been given a disqualification by either the referee or the chairman, this is a no contest and if there is a title on the line the champion keeps the championship.
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 No contest




A wrestling match may be declared a no contest if the winning conditions are unable to occur. This can be due to excessive interference, loss of referee's control over the match, one or more participants sustaining debilitating injury not caused by the opponent, or the inability of a scheduled match to even begin. A no contest is a state separate and distinct from a draw — a draw indicates winning conditions were met. Although the terms are sometimes used interchangeably in practice, this usage is technically incorrect.
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 Dramatic elements




While each wrestling match is ostensibly a competition of athletics and strategy, the goal of each match from a business standpoint is to excite and entertain the audience. Although the competition is staged, dramatic emphasis can be utilized to draw out the most intense reaction from the audience. Heightened interest results in higher attendance rates, increased ticket sales, higher ratings on television broadcasts (which result in greater ad revenue), higher pay-per-view buyrates, and sales of branded merchandise and recorded video footage. All of these contribute to the profit of the promotion company.
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 Character/gimmick




In Latin America and English-speaking countries, most wrestlers (and other on-stage performers) portray character[image: External link] roles, sometimes with personalities wildly different from their own. These personalities are a gimmick[image: External link] intended to heighten interest in a wrestler without regard to athletic ability. Some can be unrealistic and cartoon[image: External link]-like (such as Doink the Clown[image: External link]), while others carry more verisimilitude (such as Chris Jericho, The Rock[image: External link], John Cena, Steve Austin[image: External link], and CM Punk[image: External link]). In lucha libre[image: External link], many characters wear masks, adopting a secret identity[image: External link] akin to a superhero[image: External link], a near-sacred tradition.[10]

An individual wrestler may sometimes use his real name, or a minor variation of it, for much of his career, such as Bret Hart[image: External link], John Cena and Randy Orton[image: External link]. Others can keep one ring name for their entire career (cases in point include Chris Jericho, Shawn Michaels[image: External link], CM Punk[image: External link] and Ricky Steamboat[image: External link]), or may change from time to time to better suit the demands of the audience or company. Sometimes a character is owned and trademarked by the company, forcing the wrestler to find a new one when he leaves (although a simple typeset change, such as changing Rhyno[image: External link] to Rhino, can usually get around this), and sometimes a character is owned by the wrestler. Sometimes, a wrestler may change his legal name to obtain ownership of his ring name (examples include Andrew Martin[image: External link] and Warrior[image: External link]). Many wrestlers (such as The Rock[image: External link] and The Undertaker[image: External link]) are strongly identified with their character, even responding to the name in public or between friends. It's actually considered proper decorum for fellow wrestlers to refer to each other by their stage names/characters rather than their birth/legal names, unless otherwise introduced.[11] A professional wrestling character's popularity can grow to the point that it makes appearances in other media (see Hulk Hogan[image: External link] and El Santo[image: External link]) or even give the performer enough visibility to enter politics[image: External link] (Antonio Inoki[image: External link] and Jesse Ventura[image: External link], among others).

Typically, matches are staged between a protagonist[image: External link] (historically an audience favorite, known as a babyface, or "the good guy") and an antagonist[image: External link] (historically a villain with arrogance, a tendency to break rules, or other unlikable qualities, called a heel). In recent years, however, antiheroes[image: External link] have also become prominent in professional wrestling. There is also a less common role of a "tweener", who is neither fully face nor fully heel yet able to play either role effectively (case in point, Samoa Joe[image: External link] during his first run in TNA Wrestling[image: External link] from June 2005 to November 2006).

At times a character may " turn[image: External link]", altering their face/heel alignment. This may be an abrupt, surprising event, or it may slowly build up over time. It almost always is accomplished with a markable change in behavior on the part of the character. Some turns become defining points in a wrestler's career, as was the case when Hulk Hogan turned heel[image: External link] after being a top face for over a decade. Others may have no noticeable effect on the character's status. If a character repeatedly switches between being a face and heel, this lessens the effect of such turns, and may result in apathy from the audience. Vince McMahon[image: External link] is a good example of having more heel and face turns than anyone in WWE history.

As with personae in general, a character's face or heel alignment may change with time, or remain constant over its lifetime (the most famous example of the latter is Ricky Steamboat[image: External link], a WWE Hall of Famer[image: External link] who remained a babyface throughout his entire career). Sometimes a character's heel turn will become so popular that eventually the audience response will alter the character's heel-face cycle to the point where the heel persona will, in practice, become a face persona, and what was previously the face persona, will turn into the heel persona, such as when Dwayne Johnson[image: External link] first began using "The Rock" persona as a heel character, as opposed to his original "Rocky Maivia" babyface persona. Another legendary example is Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], who was originally booked as a heel, with such mannerisms as drinking on the job, using profanity[image: External link], breaking company property, and even breaking into people's private homes[image: External link]. However, much to WWF's surprise, the fans got such a charge out of Austin's antics that he effectively became one of the greatest antiheroes in the history of the business. He, along with the stable of D-Generation X[image: External link], is generally credited with ushering in the Attitude Era[image: External link] of WWF programming.
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 Story




While true exhibition matches[image: External link] are not uncommon, most matches tell a story analogous to a scene in a play or film, or an episode of a serial drama: The face will sometimes win (triumph) or sometimes lose (tragedy). Longer story arcs[image: External link] can result from multiple matches over the course of time. Since most promotions have a championship title, competition for the championship is a common impetus for stories. Also, anything from a character's own hair to his job with the promotion can be wagered[image: External link] in a match.

Some matches are designed to further a story of only one participant. It could be intended to portray him or her as a strong unstoppable force, a lucky underdog, a sore loser, or any other characterization. Sometimes non-wrestling vignettes[image: External link] are shown to enhance a character's image without the need for matches.

Other stories result from a natural rivalry between two or more characters. Outside of performance, these are referred to as feuds[image: External link]. A feud can exist between any number of participants and can last for a few days up to multiple decades. The feud between Ric Flair and Ricky Steamboat[image: External link] lasted from the late 1970s into the early 1990s and allegedly spanned over two thousand matches (although most of those matches were mere dark matches[image: External link]). The career-spanning history between characters Mike Awesome[image: External link] and Masato Tanaka[image: External link] is another example of a long-running feud, as is the case of Steve Austin[image: External link] vs. Vince McMahon[image: External link], one of the most lucrative feuds in the World Wrestling Federation during 1998 and 1999.

In theory, the longer a feud is built up, the more audience interest (aka heat[image: External link]) will exist. The main event[image: External link] of a wrestling show is generally the one with the most heat behind it. Commonly, a heel will hold the upper hand over a face until a final showdown, heightening dramatic tension as the face's fans desire to see him win.

Throughout the history of professional wrestling, many other elements and forms of media have been utilized in professional wrestling storytelling: pre- and post-match interviews, "backstage" skits, positions of authority and worked[image: External link] behind-the-scenes feuds, division rankings (typically the #1-contendership spot), contracts, lotteries, news stories on websites, and in recent years social media[image: External link].

Also, anything that can be used as an element of drama can exist in professional wrestling stories: romantic relationships[image: External link] (including love triangles and marriage), racism, classism, nepotism, favoritism, corporate corruption, family bonds, personal histories, grudges, theft, cheating, assault, betrayal, bribery, seduction, stalking, confidence tricks, extortion, blackmail, substance abuse, self-doubt, self-sacrifice; even kidnapping, sexual fetishism, necrophilia, misogyny, rape and death have been portrayed in wrestling. Some promotions have included supernatural elements such as magic, curses, the undead[image: External link] and Satanic[image: External link] imagery (most notably the Undertaker[image: External link] and his Ministry of Darkness[image: External link], a stable[image: External link] that regularly performed evil rituals and human sacrifice[image: External link] in Satanic-like worship of a hidden power figure). Celebrities would also be involved in storylines.

Commentators have become important in communicating the relevance of the characters' actions to the story at hand, filling in past details and pointing out subtle actions that may otherwise go unnoticed.
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 Promos




Main article: Glossary of professional wrestling terms § Promo[image: External link]


A main part of the story-telling part of wrestling is a promo, short for promotional interview. Promos are performed, or "cut", in wrestling jargon[image: External link], for a variety of reasons, including to heighten interest in a wrestler, or to hype an upcoming match.

Since the crowd is often too loud or the venue too large for promos to be heard naturally, wrestlers will use amplification when speaking in the ring. Unlike most Hollywood acting, large and highly visible handheld microphones are typically used and wrestlers often speak directly to the audience.
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 Championships




Main article: Championship (professional wrestling)[image: External link]


Professional wrestling mimics the structure of title match[image: External link] combat sports[image: External link]. Participants compete for a championship[image: External link] and must defend it after winning it. These titles are represented physically by a title belt[image: External link] that can be worn by the champion. In the case of team wrestling, there is a title belt for each member of the team.

Almost all professional wrestling promotions have one major title, and some have more. Championships are designated by divisions of weight, height, gender, wrestling style and other qualifications.

Typically, each promotion only recognizes the "legitimacy" of their own titles, although cross-promotion[image: External link] does happen. When one promotion absorbs or purchases another, the titles from the defunct promotion may continue to be defended in the new promotion or be decommissioned.

Behind the scenes[image: External link], the bookers[image: External link] in a company will place the title on the most accomplished performer, or those the bookers believe will generate fan[image: External link] interest in terms of event attendance and television viewership. Lower ranked titles may also be used on the performers who show potential, thus allowing them greater exposure to the audience. However other circumstances may also determine the use of a championship. A combination of a championship's lineage, the caliber of performers as champion, and the frequency and manner of title changes, dictates the audience's perception of the title's quality, significance and reputation.

A wrestler's championship accomplishments can be central to their career, becoming a measure of their performance ability and drawing[image: External link] power. In general, a wrestler with multiple title reigns or an extended title reign is indicative of a wrestler's ability to maintain audience interest and/or a wrestler's ability to perform in the ring. As such, the most accomplished or decorated wrestlers tend to be revered as legends despite the predetermined nature of title reigns. American wrestler Ric Flair has had multiple world heavyweight championship[image: External link] reigns spanning over three decades. Japanese wrestler Último Dragón[image: External link] once held and defended a record 10 titles simultaneously.
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 Non-standard matches




Often a match will take place under additional rules, usually serving as a special attraction or a climactic point in a feud or storyline. Sometimes this will be the culmination of an entire feud, ending it for the immediate future (known as a blowoff match).

Perhaps the most well-known non-standard match is the cage match[image: External link], in which the ring is surrounded by a fence or similar metal structure, with the express intention of preventing escape or outside interference—and with the added bonus of the cage being a potentially brutal weapon or platform for launching attacks. The WWE has another provision where a standard cage match can end with one wrestler or wrestling team escaping the cage through the door or over the top.

Another example is the WWE's Royal Rumble match, which involves thirty participants in a random and unknown order. The Rumble match is itself a spectacle in that it is a once-yearly event with multiple participants, including individuals who might not interact otherwise. It also serves as a catalyst for the company's ongoing feuds, as well as a springboard for new storylines.
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 Ring entrance




While the wrestling matches themselves are the primary focus of professional wrestling, a key dramatic element of the business can be entrances of the wrestlers to the arena and ring. It is typical for a wrestler to get their biggest crowd reaction (or "pop") for their ring entrance, rather than for anything they do in the wrestling match itself, especially if former main event stars are returning to a promotion after a long absence.

All notable wrestlers now enter the ring accompanied by music, and regularly add other elements to their entrance. The music played during the ring entrance will usually mirror the wrestler's personality. Many wrestlers, particularly in America, have music and lyrics specially written for their ring entrance. While invented long before, the practice of including music with the entrance gained rapid popularity during the 1980s, largely as a result of the huge success of Hulk Hogan[image: External link] and the WWF, and their Rock 'n' Wrestling Connection[image: External link]. When a match is won, the victor's theme music is usually also played in celebration.

With the introduction of the Titantron entrance screen in 1997, WWF/WWE wrestlers also had entrance videos made that would play along with their entrance music.

Other dramatic elements of a ring entrance can include:


	Pyrotechnics[image: External link]

	Additional visual graphics or staging props to complement the entrance video/routine or further emphasize the character. For instance, Kane[image: External link]'s entrance graphics employ heavy use of fire-themed visuals, The Undertaker[image: External link]'s entrance features dark lighting, fire, fog and dry ice, and lightning-themed effects, John Morrison[image: External link]'s entrance would feature use of multicolored psychedelic style patterns, The Miz has in the past incorporated inflatable lettering spelling out the word "AWESOME" into his entrance, and Montel Vontavious Porter[image: External link] frequently used an inflatable entrance tunnel during his WWE tenure. Goldust has been known to use on-screen visual effects in his entrance to simulate the presentation of a feature film (i.e. widescreen, production company credits), as to emphasize his Hollywood-themed film aficionado character. Brodus Clay[image: External link] enters with disco ball lighting effects to emphasize his "Funkasaurus" character.

	A distinct sound or opening note in the music (used to elicit a Pavlovian[image: External link] response from the crowd). For example, the glass shattering in Steve Austin's entrance theme[image: External link], The Undertaker[image: External link]'s signature bell toll[image: External link], or the sound of bells and a cow's moo in JBL's theme.

	Darkening of the arena, often accompanied by mood lighting[image: External link] or strobe lighting[image: External link], such as in The Undertaker's, Triple H[image: External link]'s, or Sting[image: External link]'s entrances. Certain colors of lighting have been associated with specific wrestlers; for instance, blue lighting for The Undertaker[image: External link], green lighting for Triple H, D-Generation X[image: External link], and Shane McMahon, red and orange lighting for Kane[image: External link], multicolored lighting for John Morrison[image: External link], gold lighting for Goldust[image: External link], pink lighting for Val Venis[image: External link], and so forth.

	Costumes that evoke "otherworldly" or "fictional" themes. With examples such as Big Van Vader's bio-mechanical themed headdress which spewed steam, Pyro's fire shooting outfit, Shockmaster's bejeweled space helmet, and Ricky Steamboat's dragon costume, to name a few.

	Entering in a manner in keeping with their character traits, such as a fast, highly energetic entrance, or a slow, stoic entrance. For example, The Ultimate Warrior would run at high speed down the entrance ramp and into the ring while Randy Orton[image: External link] would slowly and darkly walk to the ring. The Undertaker has adopted one of the most notable entrances, taking around 4 to 5 minutes, darkening the whole arena, and performing a slow, intimidating walk. Like sound effects, some entrance mannerisms often become signature to individual wrestlers. For example, Steve Austin[image: External link]'s entrance often involves him standing on the second turnbuckle, raising his hands in the air for few seconds, and then doing the same thing for the other three turnbuckles, a mannerism which has become just as much a signature part of Austin's entrance as the glass-shattering sound effect.

	Driving a vehicle into the arena. For example, Eddie Guerrero[image: External link] would arrive into the arena in a lowrider, The Undertaker (in his "American Bad Ass" biker gimmick), Chuck Palumbo[image: External link], Tara[image: External link], and the Disciples of Apocalypse[image: External link] on motorcycles, The Mexicools[image: External link] on riding lawn mowers, JBL in his limousine, Alberto Del Rio arriving into the arena in various luxury cars, Steve Austin driving an all-terrain vehicle[image: External link], and perhaps most recently Camacho[image: External link] and Hunico entering on a lowrider bicycle.

	Acting out a trademark behavior, such as posing to display their muscularity[image: External link], mounting the ring ropes, or sitting in the corner.

	Talking to the crowd using a distinctive patter[image: External link]. For instance, chanting or rapping along with the music (i.e. Road Dogg[image: External link], R-Truth). Another example is Vickie Guerrero[image: External link] entering to no music, but announcing her arrival with the words "Excuse me!"

	Many heels with narcissistic gimmicks (Lex Luger[image: External link], Shawn Michaels[image: External link], Cody Rhodes[image: External link], Paul Orndorff[image: External link], etc.) would admire themselves with a mirror on their way to the ring.

	Coming through the audience, such as The Sandman's[image: External link] beer drinking and can smashing entrance, or Diamond Dallas Page[image: External link]'s exit through the crowd, and/or most recently, The Shield walking through the arena.

	Accompaniment by a ringside crew[image: External link] or personal security, an example of which would be Goldberg[image: External link]


	Entering the arena by a lift in the stage, such as Kurt Angle[image: External link], Gangrel[image: External link] and Rey Mysterio[image: External link]


	If a wrestler is a current champion, he will attempt to visually draw attention to his championship belt by either holding it high over his head or (if the belt is worn around the waist) moving his hands across it or pointing to it.



Another method of entry involves descending from the ceiling with a Zip-line[image: External link] or rappel line[image: External link] and stunt harness. This has been done by Shawn Michaels at WrestleMania XII[image: External link], by Sting many times in WCW and TNA, and has gained major controversy over its role in the death of wrestler Owen Hart[image: External link] at Over the Edge[image: External link].

Special ring entrances are also developed for big occasions, most notably the WrestleMania event. For example, WrestleMania III and VI both saw all wrestlers enter the arena on motorized miniature wrestling rings. Live bands are sometimes hired to perform live entrance music at special events. John Cena and Triple H[image: External link] are particularly notable in recent years for their highly theatrical entrances at WrestleMania.
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 Wrestlers
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 Women's wrestling




See also: WWE Diva[image: External link] and TNA Knockout[image: External link]


The women's division of professional wrestling has maintained a recognized world champion since 1937, when Mildred Burke[image: External link] won the original World Women's title. She then formed the World Women's Wrestling Association in the early 1950s and recognized herself as the first champion, although the championship would be vacated upon her retirement in 1956. The NWA however, ceased to acknowledge Burke as their Women's World champion in 1954, and instead acknowledged June Byers[image: External link] as champion after a controversial finish to a high-profile match between Burke and Byers that year. Upon Byers' retirement in 1964, The Fabulous Moolah[image: External link], who won a junior heavyweight version of the NWA World Women's Championship[image: External link] (the predecessor to the WWE Women's Championship[image: External link]) in a tournament back in 1958, was recognized by most NWA promoters as champion by default.
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 Intergender wrestling




For most of its history, men and women would rarely compete against each other in professional wrestling, as it was deemed to be unfair and unchivalrous. Andy Kaufman[image: External link] used this to gain notoriety when he created an Intergender Championship and declared it open to any female challenger. This led to a long (worked) feud with Jerry Lawler[image: External link].

In the 1980s, mixed tag team matches began to take place, with a male and female on each team and a rule stating that each wrestler could only attack the opponent of the same gender. If a tag was made, the other team had to automatically switch their legal wrestler as well. Despite these restrictions, many mixed tag matches do feature some physical interaction between participants of different genders. For example, a heel may take a cheap shot at the female wrestler of the opposing team to draw a negative crowd reaction. In lucha libre, cheap-shots and male-female attacks are not uncommon.[10]

Intergender[image: External link] singles bouts were first fought on a national level in the 1990s. This began with Luna Vachon[image: External link], who faced men in ECW and WWF. Later, Chyna[image: External link] became the first female to hold a belt that was not exclusive to women when she won the WWF Intercontinental Championship[image: External link]. While it is a rare feat in WWE, in TNA[image: External link], ODB[image: External link] participates in singles intergender matches. Also, ODB's kayfabe husband and tag team partner Eric Young[image: External link] held the Knockouts tag team titles for a record 478 days before it was stripped by Brooke Hogan[image: External link] because Young was a male.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Midget wrestling




Further information: Midget professional wrestling[image: External link]


Midget wrestling can be traced to professional wrestling's carnival and vaudeville origins. In recent years, the popularity and prevalence of midgets in wrestling has greatly decreased due to wrestling companies depriving midget divisions of storyline and/or feud. However, WWE has made a few attempts to enter this market with their "minis" in the 1990s and the "junior's league" as recent as 2006. It is still a popular form of entertainment in Mexican wrestling, mostly as a "sideshow".

Some wrestlers may have their own specific "mini me", like Mascarita Sagrada[image: External link], Alebrije has Quije, etc. There are also cases in which midgets can become valets for a wrestler, and even get physically involved in matches, like Alushe[image: External link], who often accompanies Tinieblas[image: External link], or KeMonito[image: External link], who is portrayed as Consejo Mundial de Lucha Libre's mascot and is also a valet for Mistico. Dave Finlay[image: External link] was often aided in his matches by a midget known mainly as Hornswoggle[image: External link] while in WWE, who hid under the ring and gave a shillelagh[image: External link] to Finlay to use on his opponent. Finlay also occasionally threw him at his opponent(s). Hornswoggle has also been given a run with the WWE Cruiserweight Championship[image: External link] and feuded with D-X[image: External link] in 2009.
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 Styles and characteristics in different countries




The U.S., Japan and Mexico are three countries where there is a huge market and high popularity for professional wrestling. But the styles of professional wrestling are different, given their independent development for a long period.

Professional wrestling in the U.S. tends to have a heavy focus on story building and the establishment of characters (and their personalities). There is a story for each match, and even a longer story for successive matches. The stories usually contain characters like faces and heels, and less often antiheroes[image: External link] and tweeners. It is a "triumph" if the face wins, while it is a "tragedy" if the heel wins. The characters usually have strong and sharp personalities, with examples like Doink the Clown[image: External link], whose personality is melodramatic, slapstick and fantastical. The opposition between faces and heels is very intense in the story, and the heels may even attack the faces during TV interviews. The relationship between different characters can also be very complex.

Although professional wrestling in Mexico (Lucha libre[image: External link]) also has stories and characters, they are less emphasized. Wrestlers in Mexico are traditionally more agile and perform more aerial maneuvers[image: External link] than professional wrestlers in the U.S.[image: External link] who, more often, rely on power moves and strikes to subdue their opponents.[10] The difference in styles is due to the independent evolution of the sport in Mexico beginning in the 1930s and the fact that wrestlers in the cruiserweight[image: External link] division (peso semicompleto) are often the most popular wrestlers in Mexican lucha libre. Wrestlers often execute high flying moves characteristic of lucha libre by utilizing the wrestling ring[image: External link]'s ropes to catapult themselves towards their opponents, using intricate combinations in rapid-fire succession, and applying complex submission holds.[12] Lucha libre is also known for its tag team[image: External link] wrestling matches, in which the teams are often made up of three members, instead of two as is common in the U.S.[13]

The style of Japanese professional wrestling ( Puroresu[image: External link]) is again different. With its origins in traditional American style of wrestling and still being under the same genre, it has become an entity in itself.[14] Despite the similarity to its American counterpart in that the outcome of the matches remains predetermined, the phenomena are different in the form of the psychology[image: External link] and presentation of the sport; it is treated as a full contact[image: External link] combat sport[image: External link] as it mixes hard hitting martial arts[image: External link] strikes with shoot style[image: External link] submission holds[image: External link],[15] while in the U.S. it is rather more regarded as an entertainment show. Wrestlers incorporate kicks and strikes from martial arts[image: External link] disciplines, and a strong emphasis is placed on submission wrestling[image: External link], and unlike the use of involved storylines in the U.S., they are not as intricate in Japan, more emphasis is placed on the concept of Fighting Spirit, meaning the Wrestlers display of physical and mental stamina are valued a lot more than theatrics. Many of Japan's wrestlers including top stars such as Shinya Hashimoto[image: External link], Riki Chōshū[image: External link] and Keiji Mutoh[image: External link] came from a legitimate martial arts background and many Japanese Pro Wrestlers in the 1990s began to pursue careers in Mixed Martial Arts Organizations such as Pancrase and Shooto which at the time retained the original look of Puroresu but were actual competitions.
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 Culture




Professional wrestling has developed its own cultures, both internal and external.

Those involved in producing professional wrestling have developed a kind of global fraternity[image: External link], with familial bonds, shared language[image: External link] and passed-down traditions. New performers are expected to "pay their dues" for a few years by working in lower-profile promotions and working as ring crew before working their way upward.[16][17] The permanent rosters of most promotions develop a backstage pecking order[image: External link], with veterans mediating conflicts and mentoring younger wrestlers.[18] For many decades (and still to a lesser extent today) performers were expected to keep the illusions of wrestling's legitimacy alive even while not performing, essentially acting in character any time they were in public.[19] Some veterans speak of a "sickness" among wrestling performers, an inexplicable pull to remain active in the wrestling world despite the devastating effects the job can have on one's life and health.[20]

Fans of professional wrestling have their own subculture, comparable to those of science fiction, video games, or comic books[image: External link]. Those who are interested in the backstage occurrences, future storylines and reasonings behind company decisions read newsletters written by journalists with inside ties to the wrestling industry.[19][21] These "rags" or "dirt sheets[image: External link]" have expanded into the Internet, where their information can be dispensed on an up-to-the-minute basis. Some have expanded into radio[image: External link] shows.

Some fans enjoy a pastime of collecting tapes of wrestling shows from specific companies, of certain wrestlers, or of specific genres. The internet has given fans exposure to worldwide variations of wrestling they would be unable to see otherwise.[22] Since the 1990s, many companies have been founded which deal primarily in wrestling footage. When the WWE purchased both WCW and ECW in 2001, they also obtained the entire past video libraries of both productions and have released many past matches online and on home video.

Like some other sports, fantasy leagues[image: External link] have developed around professional wrestling. Some take this concept further by creating E-feds[image: External link] (electronic federations), where a user can create their own fictional wrestling character, and role-playing[image: External link] storylines with other users, leading to scheduled "shows" where match results are determined by the organizers, usually based on a combination of the characters' statistics and the players' roleplaying aptitude, sometimes with audience voting.
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From the first established world championship, the top professional wrestlers have garnered fame within mainstream society. Each successive generation has produced a number of wrestlers who extend their careers into the realms of music, acting, writing, business, politics or public speaking, and are known to those who are unfamiliar with wrestling in general. Conversely, celebrities from other sports or general pop culture also become involved with wrestling for brief periods of time. A prime example of this is The Rock 'n' Wrestling Connection[image: External link] of the 1980s, which combined wrestling with MTV[image: External link].

Professional wrestling is often portrayed within other works using parody, and its general elements have become familiar tropes[image: External link] and memes[image: External link] in American culture.

Some terminology originating in professional wrestling has found its way into the common vernacular. Phrases such as "body slam", "sleeper hold" and "tag team" are used by those who do not follow professional wrestling. The term "smackdown", popularized by The Rock[image: External link] and SmackDown! in the 1990s, has been included in Merriam-Webster[image: External link] dictionaries since 2007.

Many television shows and films have been produced which portray in-character professional wrestlers as protagonists, such as Ready to Rumble[image: External link], ¡Mucha Lucha![image: External link], Nacho Libre[image: External link], and the Santo film series. At least two stage plays set in the world of pro wrestling have been produced: The Baron is a comedy that retells the life of an actual performer known as Baron von Raschke[image: External link]. From Parts Unknown... is an award-nominated Canadian drama about the rise and fall of a fictional wrestler. The 2009 South Park[image: External link] episode " W.T.F.[image: External link]" played on the soap operatic elements of professional wrestling. One of the lead characters on the Disney Channel series Kim Possible[image: External link] was a huge fan of pro wrestling and actually featured it on an episode (with two former WWE wrestlers voicing the two fictitious wrestlers featured in the episode). The 2008 film The Wrestler[image: External link], about a washed-up professional wrestler, garnered several Oscar nominations.

The 1950 film noir[image: External link] Night and the City[image: External link], directed by Jules Dassin[image: External link] and starring Richard Widmark[image: External link] and Gene Tierney[image: External link], told the story of a promoter in London[image: External link] trying to make it big, and featured a match involving real professional wrestler Stanislaus Zbyszko[image: External link].
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With its growing popularity, professional wrestling has attracted attention as a subject of serious academic[image: External link] study and journalistic[image: External link] criticism. Many courses, theses, essays and dissertations have analyzed wrestling's conventions[image: External link], content, and its role in modern society. It is often included as part of studies on theatre, sociology, performance, and media.[23][24] The Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] developed a course of study on the cultural significance of professional wrestling,[25] and anthropologist Heather Levi has written an ethnography about the culture of lucha libre in Mexico[26]

But this was not always the case; in the early 20th century, once it became apparent that the "sport" was worked, pro wrestling was looked down on as a cheap entertainment for the uneducated working class[19]—an attitude that still exists to varying degrees today.[21] The French theorist Roland Barthes[image: External link] was among the first to propose that wrestling was worthy of deeper analysis, in his essay "The World of Wrestling" from his book Mythologies[image: External link], first published in 1957.[7][19] Barthes argued that it should be looked at not as a scamming of the ignorant, but as spectacle[image: External link]; a mode of theatric performance for a willing, if bloodthirsty, audience. Wrestling is described as performed art which demands an immediate reading of the juxtaposed meanings. The logical conclusion is given least importance over the theatrical performers of the wrestlers and the referee. According to Barthes the function of a wrestler is not to win: it is to go exactly through the motions which are expected of him and to give the audience a theatrical spectacle. This work is considered a foundation of all later study.[27]

While pro wrestling is often described simplistically as a "soap opera[image: External link] for males", it has also been cited as filling the role of past forms of literature[image: External link] and theatre[image: External link]; a synthesis[image: External link] of classical[image: External link] heroics[image: External link],[28] commedia dell'arte[image: External link],[29] revenge tragedies[image: External link],[30] morality plays[image: External link],[30] and burlesque[image: External link].[31] The characters and storylines portrayed by a successful promotion are seen to reflect the current mood[image: External link], attitudes[image: External link], and concerns of that promotion's society[image: External link][21][22] (and can, in turn, influence those same things).[32] Wrestling's high levels of violence[image: External link] and masculinity[image: External link] make it a vicarious outlet for aggression[image: External link] during peacetime[image: External link].[33]

Documentary[image: External link] filmmakers[image: External link] have studied the lives of wrestlers and the effects the profession has on them and their families. The 1999 theatrical documentary Beyond the Mat[image: External link] focused on Terry Funk[image: External link], a wrestler nearing retirement[image: External link]; Mick Foley[image: External link], a wrestler within his prime; Jake Roberts[image: External link], a former star fallen from grace; and a school of wrestling student[image: External link] trying to break into the business. The 2005 release Lipstick and Dynamite, Piss and Vinegar: The First Ladies of Wrestling[image: External link] chronicled the development of women's wrestling throughout the 20th century. Pro wrestling has been featured several times on HBO[image: External link]'s Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel[image: External link]. MTV's documentary series True Life[image: External link] featured two episodes titled "I'm a Professional Wrestler" and "I Want to Be a Professional Wrestler". Other documentaries have been produced by The Learning Channel[image: External link] (The Secret World of Professional Wrestling) and A&E[image: External link] (Hitman Hart: Wrestling with Shadows[image: External link]). Bloodstained Memoirs[image: External link] explored the careers of several pro wrestlers, including Chris Jericho, Rob Van Dam[image: External link] and Roddy Piper[image: External link].
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 Injury and fatality




Although professional wrestling is worked, there is a high chance of injury, and even death.[34] Strikes are often stiff[image: External link] especially in Japan and in independent wrestling promotions such as Combat Zone Wrestling[image: External link] and Ring of Honor[image: External link]. The ring is often made out of 2 by 8 timber planks. There have been many brutal accidents, hits and injuries.[citation needed[image: External link]] Many of the injuries that occur in pro wrestling are shoulders, knee, back, neck, and rib injuries. Professional wrestler Davey Richards[image: External link] said in 2015 "We train to take damage, we know we are going to take damage and we accept that."[35]

Less than 25 years after the 1990 WrestleMania VI[image: External link], one third of its 36 competitors had died including André the Giant[image: External link] and main event winner The Ultimate Warrior[image: External link] (all of these deaths had occurred before the age of 64).[36]
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Pay-per-view






Not to be confused with pay television[image: External link].

Pay-per-view (PPV) is a type of pay television[image: External link] service by which a subscriber of a television service provider can purchase events to view via private telecast. The broadcaster shows the event at the same time to everyone ordering it (as opposed to video-on-demand[image: External link] systems, which allow viewers to see recorded broadcasts at any time). Events can be purchased using an on-screen guide, an automated telephone system, or through a live customer service representative[image: External link]. Events often include feature films[image: External link], sporting[image: External link] events, and other entertainment[image: External link] programs. With the rise of the Internet, the term Internet pay-per-view (iPPV) has been used to describe pay-per-view services accessed online. PPV is most commonly used to distribute combat sports[image: External link] events, such as boxing[image: External link], mixed martial arts[image: External link], and professional wrestling.
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The Zenith Phonevision[image: External link] system became the first pay-per-view system to be tested in the United States. Developed in 1951, it used telephone[image: External link] lines to take and receive orders, as well as to descramble a television broadcast signal. The field tests conducted for Phonevision lasted for 90 days and were tested in Chicago[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link]. The system used IBM[image: External link] punch cards[image: External link] to descramble a signal broadcast during the broadcast station's " off-time[image: External link]". Both systems showed promise, but the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] denied them the permits to operate.[1]

One of the earliest pay-per-view systems on cable television[image: External link], the Optical Systems-developed Channel 100[image: External link], first began service in 1972 in San Diego[image: External link], California[image: External link] through Mission Cable[2] (which was later acquired by Cox Communications[image: External link]) and TheaterVisioN, which operated out of Sarasota[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]. These early systems quickly went out of business, as the cable industry adopted satellite[image: External link] technology and as flat-rate pay television services such as Home Box Office ( HBO[image: External link]) became popular.

Boxing[image: External link] was first introduced to pay-per-view with the "Thrilla in Manila[image: External link]" fight between Muhammad Ali[image: External link] and Joe Frazier[image: External link] in September 1975 (which was also transmitted through HBO); there was also another major title fight aired on pay-per-view in 1980, when Roberto Durán[image: External link] defeated Sugar Ray Leonard[image: External link]. Cable companies offered the match for $10, and about 155,000 customers paid to watch the fight.[3][4]

A major pay-per-view event[citation needed[image: External link]] occurred on September 16, 1981, when Sugar Ray Leonard fought[image: External link] Thomas "Hitman" Hearns[image: External link] for the World Welterweight Championship[image: External link]. Viacom Cablevision in Nashville[image: External link], Tennessee[image: External link] – the first system to offer the event – saw over 50 percent of its subscriber base purchase the fight.[citation needed[image: External link]] Leonard visited Nashville to promote the fight, and the event proved such a success that Viacom themed its annual report[image: External link] for that year around it.[citation needed[image: External link]] Viacom marketing director Pat Thompson put together the fight, and subsequently put together additional PPV fights, wrestling matches, and even a televised Broadway play.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After leaving Viacom, Thompson became head of Sports View and produced the first pay-per-view football[image: External link] game on October 16, 1983, a college football[image: External link] game between the University of Tennessee[image: External link] and the University of Alabama[image: External link] from Birmingham[image: External link], Alabama[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Sports View played a role in building pay-per-view networks,[citation needed[image: External link]] and became the early pioneer in developing TigerVision for Louisiana State University[image: External link], TideVision for Alabama and UT Vol Seat for Tennessee. Sports View also produced the Ohio State[image: External link]- Michigan[image: External link] football game for pay-per-view in November 1983.

In 1985, the first pay-per-view cable channels in the United States – Viewer's Choice (now In Demand[image: External link]), Cable Video Store[image: External link], First Choice and Request TV[image: External link] – began operation within days of each other.[citation needed[image: External link]] Viewer's Choice serviced both home satellite dish and cable customers, while Request TV, though broadcasting to cable viewers, would not become available to satellite subscribers until the 1990s.[citation needed[image: External link]] First Choice PPV was available on Rogers Cablesystems in the United States and Canada[image: External link]. After Paragon Cable[image: External link] acquired the Rogers Cablesystems franchise in San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], First Choice continued to be carried until Time Warner Cable[image: External link] bought Paragon in 1996. In the United States, pay-per-view broadcasters transmit without advertisements, similar to conventional flat-rate pay television services.

The term "pay-per-view" did not come into general use until the late 1980s[citation needed[image: External link]] when companies such as Viewer's Choice, HBO and Showtime[image: External link] started using the system to show movies and some of their productions. Viewer's Choice carried movies, concerts and other events, with live sporting events such as WrestleMania being the most predominant programming. Prices ranged from $[image: External link]3.99 to $49.99, while HBO and Showtime, with their event production legs[image: External link] TVKO and SET Pay Per View, would offer championship boxing[image: External link] matches ranging from $14.99 to $54.99.[citation needed[image: External link]]

ESPN[image: External link] later began to televise college[image: External link] football[image: External link] and basketball[image: External link] games on pay-per-view through its services ESPN GamePlan[image: External link] and ESPN Full Court[image: External link], which were eventually sold as full-time out-of-market sports packages[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The boxing[image: External link] undercard[image: External link] Latin Fury, shown on June 28, 2003, became ESPN's first boxing card[image: External link] on pay-per-view and also the first pay-per-view boxing card held in Puerto Rico[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Pay-per-view has provided a revenue stream[image: External link] for professional wrestling circuits such as WWE, Total Nonstop Action Wrestling[image: External link] (TNA), Ring of Honor[image: External link] (ROH) and Lucha Libre AAA World Wide[image: External link] (AAA).

WWE chairman and chief executive officer[image: External link] Vince McMahon[image: External link] is considered by many as one of the icons of pay-per-view promotion. McMahon owns the domain name[image: External link] payperview.com, which redirects to the WWE Network website.[5]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 HBO PPV




In 2006, HBO generated 3.7 million pay-per-view buys[image: External link] with $177 million in gross sales. The only year with more buys previously, 1999, had a total of 4 million. The former record fell in 2007 when HBO sold 4.8 million PPV buys with $255 million in sales.[6] In 2014, HBO generated 59.3 million buys and $3.1 billion in revenue since its 1991 debut with Evander Holyfield-George Foreman.[7]

1999 differed radically from 2006: 1999 saw four major fight cards: De La Hoya-Trinidad (1.4 million buys), Holyfield-Lewis I (1.2 million), Holyfield-Lewis II (850,000) and De La Hoya-Quartey (570,000). By contrast, only one pay-per-view mega-fight took place in 2006: De La Hoya-Mayorga (925,000 buys). Rahman-Maskaev bombed with under 50,000. The other eight PPV cards that year all fell in the 325,000–450,000 range. Pay-per-view fights in that range almost always generate more money for the promoter and fighters than HBO wants to pay for an HBO World Championship Boxing license-fee.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In May 2007, the super-welterweight boxing match between Oscar De La Hoya vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link] on HBO PPV became the biggest-selling non-heavyweight title fight, with a little more than 2.5 million buyers.[8] The fight itself generated roughly $134.4 million in domestic PPV revenue, making it the most lucrative prizefight of all time at that time. The record stood until 2015 before it was broken by Floyd Mayweather, Jr. vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] in a fight dubbed as the "Fight of the Century" on May 2, 2015 which generated 4.6 million ppv buys and a revenue of over $400 million.[9]

The leading PPV attraction, Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link] has generated approximately 19.5 million buys and $1.3 billion in revenue. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link], ranked second, has generated approximately 19.2 million buys and $1.2 billion in revenue.[10][11] Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link], has "sold" approximately 14 million units[image: External link] in total, giving $700 million in domestic television receipts and stands third. In fourth place in buys, Evander Holyfield[image: External link] has achieved 12.6 million units ($550 million); and at fifth, Mike Tyson[image: External link] has reached 12.4 million units ($545 million).[12]

Ross Greenburg, then president of HBO Sports, called the expansion of pay-per-view "the biggest economic issue in boxing", stating "I can't tell you that pay-per-view helps the sport because it doesn't. It hurts the sport because it narrows our audience, but it's a fact of life. Every time we try to make an HBO World Championship Boxing fight, we're up against mythical pay-per-view numbers. HBO doesn't make a lot of money from pay-per-view. There's usually a cap on what we can make. But the promoters and fighters insist on pay-per-view because that's where their greatest profits lie."[13]

"It's a big problem," Greenburg continues. "It's getting harder and harder to put fighters like Manny Pacquiao on HBO World Championship Boxing. If Floyd Mayweather beats Oscar, he might never fight on HBO World Championship Boxing again. But if HBO stopped doing pay-per-view, the promoters would simply do it on their own [like Bob Arum did with Cotto-Malignaggi in June 2006] or find someone else who will do it for them."[13]

Former HBO Sports President Seth Abraham concurs, saying, "I think, if Lou (DiBella) and I were still at HBO, we'd be in the same pickle as far as the exodus of fights to pay-per-view is concerned."[14]
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Select HBO, Showtime, and Top Rank PPV boxing buy-rates between 1988 and 2016:



	Date
	Fight
	Result
	Carrier
	Buy rate



	Jun 27, 1988
	Mike Tyson vs. Michael Spinks[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by KO[image: External link] in round 1
	HBO[image: External link]
	700,000[15]



	Oct 25, 1990
	Buster Douglas vs. Evander Holyfield[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by KO in round 3
	HBO
	1,000,000[15]



	Apr 19, 1991
	Evander Holyfield vs. George Foreman[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by UD[image: External link] (116–111, 117–110, 115–112)
	HBO
	1,400,000[16]



	Oct 18, 1991
	Ray Mercer vs. Tommy Morrison[image: External link]
	Mercer wins by KO in round 5
	HBO
	200,000[17]



	Jun 19, 1992
	Evander Holyfield vs. Larry Holmes[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by UD (117–111, 116–112, 116–112)
	HBO
	730,000[18]



	Nov 13, 1992
	Evander Holyfield vs. Riddick Bowe[image: External link]
	Bowe wins by UD (117–110, 117–110, 115–112)
	HBO
	900,000[19]



	Jun 7, 1993
	George Foreman vs. Tommy Morrison[image: External link]
	Morrison wins by UD (117–110, 117–110, 118–108)
	HBO
	600,000[20]



	Nov 6, 1993
	Riddick Bowe vs. Evander Holyfield II[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by MD[image: External link] (115–113, 115–114, 114–114)
	HBO
	950,000[21]



	Nov 18, 1994
	James Toney vs. Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link]
	Jones Jr. wins by UD (119–108, 118–109, 117–110)
	HBO
	300,000[22]



	May 6, 1995
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Rafael Ruelas[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by TKO[image: External link] in round 2
	HBO
	330,000[23]



	Aug 19, 1995
	Mike Tyson vs. Peter McNeeley[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by DQ[image: External link] in round 1
	Showtime[image: External link]
	1,550,000[16]



	Nov 4, 1995
	Riddick Bowe vs. Evander Holyfield III[image: External link]
	Bowe wins by TKO in round 8
	HBO
	650,000[24]



	Mar 16, 1996
	Frank Bruno vs. Mike Tyson II[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by TKO in round 3
	Showtime
	1,370,000[16]



	Sep 7, 1996
	Bruce Seldon vs. Mike Tyson[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by TKO in round 1
	Showtime
	1,150,000[16]



	Nov 9, 1996
	Mike Tyson vs. Evander Holyfield[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by TKO in round 11
	Showtime
	1,590,000[16]



	Apr 12, 1997
	Pernell Whitaker vs. Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by UD (115–111, 116–110, 116–110)
	HBO
	720,000[25]



	Jun 28, 1997
	Evander Holyfield vs. Mike Tyson II[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by DQ in round 3
	Showtime
	1,990,000[16]



	Sep 13, 1997
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Héctor Camacho[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by UD (120–106, 120–105, 118–108)
	HBO
	560,000[25]



	Oct 4, 1997
	Lennox Lewis vs. Andrew Golota[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by KO in round 1
	HBO
	300,000[26]



	Nov 8, 1997
	Evander Holyfield vs. Michael Moorer II[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by RTD[image: External link] in round 8
	Showtime
	550,000[27]



	Jan 16, 1999
	Mike Tyson vs. Francois Botha[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by KO in round 5
	Showtime
	750,000[28]



	Mar 13, 1999
	Evander Holyfield vs. Lennox Lewis[image: External link]
	Draw (116–113, 113–115, 115–115)
	HBO
	1,200,000[29]



	Sep 18, 1999
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Félix Trinidad[image: External link]
	Trinidad wins by MD (115–113, 115–114, 114–114)
	HBO
	1,400,000[16]



	Nov 13, 1999
	Evander Holyfield vs. Lennox Lewis II[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by UD (116–112, 117–111, 115–113)
	HBO
	850,000[29]



	Apr 29, 2000
	Lennox Lewis vs. Michael Grant[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by KO in round 2
	HBO
	340,000[29]



	Jun 17, 2000
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Shane Mosley[image: External link]
	Mosley wins by SD[image: External link] (116–112, 115–113, 113–115)
	HBO
	590,000[25]



	Sep 9, 2000
	Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link] vs. Eric Harding[image: External link]
	Jones Jr. wins by RTD in round 10
	HBO
	125,000[30]



	Oct 20, 2000
	Mike Tyson vs. Andrew Golota[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by TKO in round 3 (later changed to an NC[image: External link])
	Showtime
	450,000[31]



	Nov 11, 2000
	Lennox Lewis vs. David Tua[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by UD (119–109, 118–110, 117–111)
	HBO
	420,000[29]



	Mar 3, 2001
	Evander Holyfield vs. John Ruiz II[image: External link]
	Ruiz wins by UD (116–110, 115–111, 114–111)
	Showtime
	185,000[32]



	Apr 7, 2001
	Marco Antonio Barrera[image: External link] vs. Naseem Hamed[image: External link]
	Barrera wins by UD (116–111, 115–112, 115–112)
	HBO
	310,000[33]



	Nov 17, 2001
	Hasim Rahman vs. Lennox Lewis II[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by KO in round 4
	HBO
	460,000[34]



	Jun 8, 2002
	Lennox Lewis vs. Mike Tyson[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by KO in round 8
	HBO/Showtime
	1,970,000[16]



	Sep 14, 2002
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Fernando Vargas[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by TKO in round 11
	HBO
	935,000[25]



	Feb 22, 2003
	Mike Tyson vs. Clifford Etienne[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by KO in round 1
	Showtime
	100,000[32]



	Mar 1, 2003
	John Ruiz vs. Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link]
	Jones Jr. wins by UD (118–110, 117–111, 116–112)
	HBO
	525,000[32]



	Sep 13, 2003
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Shane Mosley II[image: External link]
	Mosley wins by UD (113–115, 113–115, 113–115)
	HBO
	950,000[25]



	Oct 4, 2003
	James Toney[image: External link] vs. Evander Holyfield[image: External link]
	Toney wins by TKO in round 9
	Showtime
	150,000[35]



	Nov 8, 2003
	Antonio Tarver vs. Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link]
	Jones Jr. wins by MD (117–111, 116–112, 114–114)
	HBO
	302,000[36]



	May 15, 2004
	Roy Jones Jr. vs. Antonio Tarver II[image: External link]
	Tarver wins by KO in round 2
	HBO
	360,000[37]



	Sep 18, 2004
	Bernard Hopkins vs. Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link]
	Hopkins wins by KO in round 9
	HBO
	1,000,000[25]



	Dec 11, 2004
	Vitali Klitschko[image: External link] vs. Danny Williams[image: External link]
	Klitschko wins by TKO in round 8
	HBO
	120,000[38]



	Mar 19, 2005
	Érik Morales[image: External link] vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Morales wins by UD (115–113, 115–113, 115–113)
	HBO
	345,000[39]



	Jun 11, 2005
	Mike Tyson vs. Kevin McBride[image: External link]
	McBride wins by TKO in round 7
	Showtime
	250,000[40]



	Jun 25, 2005
	Arturo Gatti vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by RTD in round 6
	HBO
	340,000[39]



	Oct 1, 2005
	Antonio Tarver vs. Roy Jones Jr. III[image: External link]
	Tarver wins by UD (117–111, 116–112, 116–112)
	HBO
	405,000[41]



	Jan 21, 2006
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs Érik Morales[image: External link] II
	Pacquiao wins by TKO in round 10
	HBO
	360,000[42]



	Apr 8, 2006
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Zab Judah[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (116–112, 117–111, 119–109)
	HBO
	375,000[42]



	May 6, 2006
	Ricardo Mayorga vs. Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by TKO in round 6
	HBO
	925,000[43]



	May 6, 2006
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs. Óscar Larios[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (117–110, 118–108, 120–106)
	Top Rank[image: External link]
	120,000[44]



	Nov 4, 2006
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Carlos Baldomir[image: External link]
	Mayweather, Jr. wins by UD (120–108, 120–108, 118–110)
	HBO
	325,000[42]



	Nov 18, 2006
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs Érik Morales[image: External link] III
	Pacquiao wins by KO in round 3
	HBO
	350,000[42]



	Nov 18, 2006
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs Jorge Solís[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by KO in round 8
	Top Rank
	150,000[45]



	May 5, 2007
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by SD (116–112, 115–113, 113–115)
	HBO
	2,400,000[16]



	Oct 10, 2007
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs. Marco Antonio Barrera[image: External link] II
	Pacquiao wins by UD (118–109, 118–109, 115–112)
	HBO
	350,000[46]



	Dec 8, 2007
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Ricky Hatton[image: External link]
	Mayweather, Jr. wins by TKO in round 10
	HBO
	920,000[47]



	Mar 15, 2008
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs. Juan Manuel Márquez[image: External link] II
	Pacquiao wins by SD (115–112, 114–113, 112–115)
	HBO
	400,000[48]



	Jun 28, 2008
	David Díaz vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by TKO in round 9
	HBO
	206,000[49]



	Nov 8, 2008
	Joe Calzaghe vs. Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link]
	Calzaghe wins by UD (118–109, 118–109, 118–109)
	HBO
	225,000[50]



	Dec 6, 2008
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by RTD in round 8
	HBO
	1,250,000[16]



	May 2, 2009
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Ricky Hatton[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by KO in round 2
	HBO
	850,000[51]



	Sep 19, 2009
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Juan Manuel Márquez[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (120–107, 119–108, 118–109)
	HBO
	1,060,000[47]



	Nov 14, 2009
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Miguel Cotto[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by TKO in round 12
	HBO
	1,250,000[52]



	Mar 13, 2010
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Joshua Clottey[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (119–109, 119–109, 120–108)
	HBO
	700,000[53]



	May 1, 2010
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Shane Mosley[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (119–109, 118–110, 119–109)
	HBO
	1,400,000[16]



	Nov 13, 2010
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Antonio Margarito[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (120–108, 118–110, 119–109)
	HBO
	1,150,000[54]



	May 7, 2011
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Shane Mosley[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (119–108, 120–108, 120–107)
	Showtime
	1,340,000[55]



	Sep 17, 2011
	Victor Ortiz vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by KO in round 4
	HBO
	1,250,000[56]



	Nov 13, 2011
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Juan Manuel Márquez III[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by MD (115–113, 114–114, 116–112)
	HBO
	1,400,000[57]



	Dec 3, 2011
	Miguel Cotto vs. Antonio Margarito II[image: External link]
	Cotto wins by RTD in round 9
	HBO
	600,000[58]



	May 5, 2012
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Miguel Cotto[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (117–111, 117–111, 118–110)
	HBO
	1,500,000[59]



	Jun 9, 2012
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Timothy Bradley[image: External link]
	Bradley wins by SD (115–113, 115–113, 115–113)
	HBO
	890,000[60]



	Sep 15, 2012
	Sergio Martínez[image: External link] vs. Julio César Chávez Jr.[image: External link]
	Martínez wins by UD (118–109, 118–109, 117–110)
	HBO
	475,000[61]



	Dec 8, 2012
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Juan Manuel Márquez IV[image: External link]
	Márquez wins by KO in round 6
	HBO
	1,150,000[62]



	May 4, 2013
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Robert Guerrero[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (117–111, 117–111, 117–111)
	Showtime
	1,000,000[63]



	Sep 14, 2013
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Canelo Álvarez[image: External link]
	Mayweather, Jr. wins by MD (117–111, 116–112, 114–114)
	Showtime
	2,200,000[64]



	Oct 12, 2013
	Timothy Bradley vs. Juan Manuel Márquez[image: External link]
	Bradley wins by SD (115–113, 116–112, 113–115)
	HBO
	375,000[65]



	Nov 24, 2013
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Brandon Ríos[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (119–109, 120–108, 118–110)
	HBO
	475,000[66]



	Mar 8, 2014
	Canelo Álvarez[image: External link] vs. Alfredo Angulo[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by TKO in Round 10
	Showtime
	350,000[67]



	Apr 12, 2014
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Timothy Bradley II[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (116–112, 116–112, 118–110)
	HBO
	800,000[68]



	May 3, 2014
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Marcos Maidana[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by MD (114–114, 117–111, 116–112)
	Showtime
	900,000[69]



	Jun 7, 2014
	Miguel Cotto[image: External link] vs. Sergio Martínez[image: External link]
	Cotto wins by RTD in round 10
	HBO
	315,000[70]



	Jul 12, 2014
	Canelo Álvarez[image: External link] vs. Erislandy Lara[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by SD (115–113, 117–111, 113–115)
	Showtime
	300,000[71]



	Sep 13, 2014
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Marcos Maidana II[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (116–111, 116–111, 115–112)
	Showtime
	925,000[69]



	Nov 23, 2014
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Chris Algieri[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (119–103, 119–103, 120–102)
	HBO
	400,000[72]



	May 2, 2015
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (116–112, 116–112, 118–110)
	HBO/Showtime
	4,600,000[73]



	Sep 12, 2015
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Andre Berto[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (120–108, 118–110, 117–111)
	Showtime
	400,000[74]



	Oct 17, 2015
	Gennady Golovkin vs. David Lemieux[image: External link]
	Golovkin wins via TKO in round 8
	HBO
	150,000[75]



	Nov 21, 2015
	Miguel Cotto vs. Canelo Álvarez[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by UD (117–111, 119–109, 118–110)
	HBO
	900,000[76]



	Apr 9, 2016
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Timothy Bradley III[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (116–110, 116–110, 116–110)
	HBO
	400,000[77]



	May 7, 2016
	Canelo Álvarez vs. Amir Khan[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by KO in round 6
	HBO
	600,000[78]



	July 23, 2016
	Terence Crawford[image: External link] vs. Viktor Postol[image: External link]
	Crawford wins by UD (118–107, 118–107, 117–108)
	HBO
	55,000[79]



	Sep 17, 2016
	Canelo Álvarez[image: External link] vs. Liam Smith[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by TKO in round 9
	HBO
	300,000[80]



	Nov 5, 2016
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Jessie Vargas[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (118–109, 118–109, 114–113)
	Top Rank
	300,000[81]



	Nov 19, 2016
	Sergey Kovalev vs. Andre Ward[image: External link]
	Ward wins by UD (114–113, 114–113, 114–113)
	HBO
	165,000[82]



	Mar 18, 2017
	Gennady Golovkin[image: External link] vs. Daniel Jacobs[image: External link]
	Golovkin wins by UD (115–112, 115–112, 114–113)
	HBO
	170,000[83]



	May 6, 2017
	Canelo Álvarez vs. Julio César Chávez Jr.[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by UD (120–108, 120–108, 120–108)
	HBO
	1,000,000[84]
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 UFC (Ultimate Fighting Championship)




Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link] (UFC), a relative newcomer on the pay-per-view scene, matched the once-dominant World Wrestling Entertainment[image: External link] Inc. in pay-per-view revenues during 2006 and surpassed boxing titan HBO. The three companies make up the bulk of the pay-per-view business. According to Deana Myers, a senior analyst at Kagan Research LLC (which tracks the PPV industry), "UFC has reinvigorated the pay-per-view category."[85]

The highest buy rates for the UFC as of February 2017 are as follows:

SOURCE:[86]




Note: The UFC does not release official PPV statistics, and the following PPV numbers are as reported by industry insiders.



	No.
	Date
	Event
	Buy rate
	Revenue



	1
	Nov 12, 2016
	UFC 205: Alvarez vs. McGregor[image: External link]
	1,300,000 [87]
	$65 million[88]



	2
	Aug 20, 2016
	UFC 202: Diaz vs. McGregor 2[image: External link]
	1,650,000[89]
	$82.5 million[90]



	3
	Mar 5, 2016
	UFC 196: McGregor vs. Diaz[image: External link]
	1,500,000[91]
	$65 million[88]



	4
	Jul 11, 2009
	UFC 100: Lesnar vs. Mir 2[image: External link]
	1,600,000
	$82 million



	5
	Dec 12, 2015
	UFC 194: Aldo vs. McGregor[image: External link]
	1,400,000 [92]
	$90 million



	6
	Jul 9, 2016
	UFC 200: Tate vs. Nunes[image: External link]
	1,200,000 [93]
	



	7
	Jul 3, 2010
	UFC 116: Lesnar vs. Carwin[image: External link]
	1,160,000
	$55 million



	8
	Nov 15, 2015
	UFC 193: Rousey vs. Holm[image: External link]
	1,100,000
	$60 million



	9
	Dec 30, 2016
	UFC 207: Nunes vs. Rousey[image: External link]
	1,100,000[94]
	



	10
	Dec 30, 2006
	UFC 66: Liddell vs. Ortiz 2[image: External link]
	1,050,000
	$53 million



	11
	May 29, 2010
	UFC 114: Rampage vs. Evans[image: External link]
	1,050,000
	



	12
	Oct 23, 2010
	UFC 121: Lesnar vs. Velasquez[image: External link]
	1,050,000
	$45 million



	13
	Dec 28, 2013
	UFC 168: Weidman vs. Silva II[image: External link]
	1,025,000[95]
	



	14
	Nov 15, 2008
	UFC 91: Couture vs. Lesnar[image: External link]
	1,010,000
	$47 million



	15
	Dec 27, 2008
	UFC 92: The Ultimate 2008[image: External link]
	1,000,000
	



	16
	Mar 16, 2013
	UFC 158: St-Pierre vs. Diaz[image: External link]
	950,000
	



	17
	Jul 7, 2012
	UFC 148: Silva vs. Sonnen II[image: External link]
	925,000
	



	18
	Jan 31, 2009
	UFC 94: St-Pierre vs. Penn 2[image: External link]
	920,000
	



	19
	Aug 1, 2015
	UFC 190: Rousey vs. Correia[image: External link]
	900,000
	



	20
	Aug 8, 2009
	UFC 101: Declaration[image: External link]
	850,000
	



	21
	Mar 27, 2010
	UFC 111: St-Pierre vs. Hardy[image: External link]
	850,000
	



	22
	Jul 11, 2015
	UFC 189: Mendes vs. McGregor[image: External link]
	825,000
	



	23
	Apr 30, 2011
	UFC 129: St-Pierre vs. Shields[image: External link]
	800,000
	



	24
	Dec 11, 2010
	UFC 124: St-Pierre vs. Koscheck 2[image: External link]
	800,000
	



	25
	Jan 3, 2015
	UFC 182: Jones vs. Cormier[image: External link]
	800,000
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Professional wrestling has a long history of running pay-per-view events. WWE (then WWF) launched its first pay-per-view event in 1985 with The Wrestling Classic and has run numerous others throughout the years. Other major organisations such as WCW[image: External link], ECW[image: External link] and TNA[image: External link] have also run pay-per-view events.

The highest buy rates for professional wrestling events as of June 2015 are as follows:[96]



	No.
	Date
	Event
	Buy rate



	1
	Apr 1, 2012
	WrestleMania XXVIII[image: External link]
	1,217,000



	2
	Apr 1, 2007
	WrestleMania 23[image: External link]
	1,200,000



	3
	Apr 3, 2005
	WrestleMania 21[image: External link]
	1,085,000



	4
	Apr 3, 2011
	WrestleMania XXVII[image: External link]
	1,059,000



	5
	Mar 30, 2008
	WrestleMania XXIV[image: External link]
	1,058,000



	6
	Apr 7, 2013
	WrestleMania 29[image: External link]
	1,048,000



	7
	Apr 1, 2001
	WrestleMania X-Seven[image: External link]
	1,040,000



	8
	Mar 14, 2004
	WrestleMania XX[image: External link]
	1,007,000



	9
	Apr 2, 2006
	WrestleMania 22[image: External link]
	975,000



	10
	Apr 5, 2009
	WrestleMania XXV[image: External link]
	960,000



	11
	Mar 28, 2010
	WrestleMania XXVI[image: External link]
	885,000



	12
	Mar 17, 2002
	WrestleMania X8[image: External link]
	880,000



	13
	Apr 2, 2000
	WrestleMania 2000[image: External link]
	824,000



	14
	Mar 28, 1999
	WrestleMania XV[image: External link]
	800,000



	15
	Jul 22, 2001
	Invasion
	770,000
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 Canada




In Canada[image: External link], most specialty television providers provide pay-per-view programming through one or more services. In all cases, prices typically range from around C$[image: External link]4.99 (for movies) up to $50 or more for special events.

Initially, there were three major PPV providers in Canada; Viewers Choice Canada[image: External link] operated in Eastern Canada as a joint venture of Astral Media[image: External link], Rogers Communications[image: External link], and TSN[image: External link], while Western International Communications[image: External link] operated a separate service known in Western Canada also branded as Viewers Choice; initially operating as Home Theatre, it later licensed the Viewers Choice brand from the Viewers Choice Canada consortium.

Viewers Choice Canada was a partner in a French-language PPV service known as Canal Indigo[image: External link], which is now entirely owned by Videotron[image: External link]. Bell Canada[image: External link] also launched a PPV service for its ExpressVu[image: External link] television provider known as Vu![image: External link] in 1999.

Home Theatre was later acquired by Shaw Communications[image: External link]; after gaining permission to operate nationally, it re-branded as a white-label[image: External link] PPV known internally as Shaw PPV[image: External link] in December 2007. In 2014, due to Bell Media[image: External link]'s majority ownership of Viewers Choice because of its acquisition of Astral, and because both Bell and Rogers now ran their own in-house PPV operations (Vu! and Sportsnet PPV[image: External link]), Viewers Choice was shut down.[97]
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 South America




Per nations with Pay-Per-View or PPV system in South América
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 Argentina




Torneos y Competencias[image: External link], is a producer and sports events organization that broadcasts live main matches of Argentine Soccer in four categories on TyC Sports and TyC Max
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 Brazil




In the soccer main matches of Serie A (Six games per matchday) and Serie B (Four games per matchday) in two categories of Brazilian Soccer are broadcast live on Premiere FC[image: External link] and SporTV[image: External link]. The Serie C Championship are broadcast live on SporTV with two games per matchday in Pay TV. In other sports are broadcast live on NBB TV (Exclusive channel of Brazilian Basketball League in Premium system)
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 Chile




In Chile the exclusive rights of Chilean Soccer are owned by TV Fútbol and broadcast live on a channel called Canal Del Fútbol (The Soccer Channel), also known CDF[image: External link]. Sports Field S.A. has exclusive rights to games on the Chilean professional basketball league, which are broadcast live vía CDO (Premium Signal)


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Paraguay




The Teledeportes business have exclusive rights to broadcast live main matches of Paraguayan Soccer in four categories vía Tigo Max and Tigo Sports. Teledeportes have live broadcast live of Paraguayan Basketball League is broadcast live Monday at 7:55 pm on Tigo Max (K.O 20:10) and Thursday at 8:00 pm on Tigo Sports (K.O 20:15).
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 Uruguay




The Tenfield[image: External link] producer business and sports events organization have television exclusive rights for the main matches of Uruguayan soccer and basketball, which are broadcast on VTV Max and VTV Sports.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Europe
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 Romania




Cable communications operator UPC Romania has notified the National Audiovisual Council (CNA) on the intention to introduce in January, February 2014 at the latest, an on-demand audiovisual media service called Agerpres. According to the manager of UPC Romania-owned Smaranda Radoi UPC, will allow customers to watch movies on demand or live events; as well as broadcasts of performances, concerts and sporting events.
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 Albania




In November 2008, pay-per-view made its debut in Albania[image: External link] through Digitalb[image: External link] on terrestrial and satellite television, with the channel DigiGold.[98]
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 United Kingdom




Viewers in the United Kingdom can access pay-per-view via satellite, cable and over-the-internet[image: External link] television services, mainly for films – with services such as Sky Box Office[image: External link]. Broadcasters (most notably PremPlus[image: External link]) have largely abandoned their aspirations to introduce PPV into the sports market due to poor take-up; as of 2009 it carries only occasional boxing matches and all of the WWE pay-per-view events. In February 2014, WWE launched their subscription-based video streaming service, the WWE Network, which was launched in the UK and Ireland on 13 January 2015; this would have a considerable impact on pay-per-view services in the UK.
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 France




Launched in the late 1990s, Canalsat (Ciné+) and TPS (Multivision) operate their own pay-per-view service. While CanalSat holds the rights to live soccer matches for France's Ligue 1, TPS had the rights for Boxe matches. In 2007, Multivision service ceased by the end of TPS service which merged with Canalsat. Nowadays, Ciné+ is the only existing pay-per-view service in France.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Croatia




Fight Channel[image: External link] is broadcasting martial arts events organized by the world's most prominent fighting organizations, such as the UFC[image: External link], K-1[image: External link], HBO Boxing[image: External link], Dream, Glory WS, World Series of Boxing etc. and its pay-per-view service covers the Balkans[image: External link] region.
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 Australia and the Pacific Islands




Foxtel[image: External link] and Optus Vision[image: External link] introduced pay-per-view direct to home television in Australia[image: External link] in the mid-to-late 1990s. Foxtel had Event TV (until it transformed into its current form; Main Event[image: External link]) while, Optus Vision had Main Attraction Pay-Per-View as its provider. As of 2005, Main Event is the current pay-per-view provider through Foxtel and Optus cable/satellite subscription.

Sky Pacific[image: External link] started a service in Fiji in 2005 and then expanded into American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati (East), Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu, with one, out of their 25 channels, being Pay-Per-View.[99]

Netflix is available in Australia and increasing in popularity.[100]
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 Asia
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 Malaysia




In Malaysia[image: External link], Astro[image: External link]'s Astro Box Office[image: External link] service launched in 2000 in the form of the free-to-air[image: External link] "Astro Showcase".
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 Japan




SkyPerfecTV[image: External link] subscribers can receive one-click pay-per-view access to hundreds of channels supplying domestic and international sporting events (including WWE events), movies, and specialty programming, either live or later on continuous repeat on its channel.
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 India




In India[image: External link] a pay-per-view service operates; however, pay-per-view sports broadcasts are not available.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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