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CRICKET WORLD CUP



1975 ENGLAND


RAJESH KUMAR


West Indies - the first one-day World Cup Champions


Forty eight years ago, on January 5, 1971, cricket history was created when Australia and England met in the first ‘official’ Limited-Overs International at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, arranged hastily on the scheduled last day to compensate the public of Victoria after unseasonal rain had ruined the third Test, and was abandoned without a ball being bowled.


It was a well-attended game, attracting 46,006 match-starved Melbournians desperate for some cricket. The innovation was an immediate success. Since then, Limited-Overs Internationals have become the most popular brand of cricket.


The outstanding success of the first ever One Day International compelled the authorities in England to commence single-innings limited-overs internationals on a series basis. During the Australian team’s visit to England in 1972, instead of a sixth Test, the Prudential Trophy came into existence, when three 55-over matches between England and the visiting Australians were contested at Old Trafford, Lord’s and Edgbaston. England won that Prudential Trophy series by two matches to one. In financial terms, the tournament attracted gate receipts of £46,000.


The format of one-day internationals became so popular in England that it was eagerly copied in other cricket-playing countries. It had everything that cricket lovers wanted - lots of action, runs, wickets, run-outs, sixes and a guaranteed result within the space of a day.


Because of the immense popularity of limited-overs one-day internationals, the Prudential World Cup, 60-over a side, finally took place in June 1975 in England, an ideal venue with plenty of adequate grounds and with not too much travelling required. Blessed with perfect weather during the entire fortnight and enjoyed by large audiences, it produced receipts of over £88,598.


The six Tests’ playing nations, England, West Indies, India, Australia, Pakistan and New Zealand were joined by two associate members, Sri Lanka and East Africa to make up a total of eight competitors, initially playing round-robin matches in two groups of four, with the top two in each group going into a knock-out semi-final.


England topped Group A, recording cakewalk victories against India, New Zealand and East Africa with some ease. New Zealand secured second place. In Group B, the stronger group, West Indies also won all three matches but after an extraordinary nail-biting finish to their match against Pakistan at Birmingham. In response to Pakistan’s healthy total of 266 for seven wickets, West Indies regularly lost wickets and were 203 for nine at one stage but thanks to an undefeated last-wicket partnership of 64 between wicketkeeper Deryck Murray (61 not out) and Andy Roberts (24 not out), snatched an epic victory with two balls to spare. Australia qualified for the semi-finals as runners-up, thanks to victories over Pakistan and Sri Lanka.


[image: Illustration]


The two semi-finals between West Indies & New Zealand and England & Australia were exciting cricket nonetheless. Headingley, Leeds was the venue of the semifinal tie between the two arch-rivals, England and Australia. The strip was uneven and the ball kept low - the game lasted just 65 overs. Put into bat, the Englishmen were reeling at 36 for six at the end of the 18th over, with left-arm swing bowler, Gary Gilmour, taking full advantage of the conditions, claiming all six wickets at a cost of just ten runs. His final bowling analysis of 12-6-14-6 remained the record until the 1983 World Cup when West Indies’ Winston Davis captured 7 wickets for 51 runs at the same ground.


England were dismissed for just 93 runs off 36.2 overs and only their captain, Mike Denness (27) and Geoff Arnold (18 not out), who came out to bat at number ten, reached double figures. Understandably, Australia, in response, batted cautiously but the run-scoring was not easier and lost six wickets in accomplishing the target, Gilmour (28 not out) coming to the rescue with the bat. With Doug Walters (20 not out), he shared an unbroken winning partnership of 55 after Australia had been reduced to 39 for six by Geoff Arnold (1/15), John Snow (2/30) and Chris Old (3/29). With his excellent all-round performance - best bowling analysis and highest individual score in the match - Gilmour (right) won the day for Australia. He was deservingly named the Man of the Match - his second and last MOM award in ODIs.


New Zealand, put in by Clive Lloyd in the other semi-final at The Oval, could manage just 158 in 52.2 overs. After John Morrison’s dismissal at 8, an outstanding slip catch by Rohan Kanhai off Andy Roberts ended captain’s Glenn Turner’s innings, who had scored 36, but before his departure, he had put on 90 runs off 141 balls with Geoff Howarth (51) for the second wicket. However, the remaining eight batsmen only added 60 runs. The inability of the New Zealand middle-order batsmen to capitalise on the solid start, denied the spectators the chance of witnessing an absorbing encounter. The West Indian fast bowlers - Bernard Julien (4 for 27), Vanburn Holder (3 for 30) and Andy Roberts (2 for 18) - bowled splendidly and were in complete control of the situation throughout.


In response, the West Indians, who were just 159 runs away from a place in the first ever World Cup Final, achieved their target with almost twenty overs to spare, winning by five wickets. Gordon Greenidge (55) and Alvin Kallicharran (72) with their 125-run stand for the second wicket, ensured a comfortable victory for their side. For New Zealand, the aggressive and accurate display of left-arm fast bowling by Richard Collinge (3 for 28) was some consolation. Kallicharran was justifiably adjudged the Man of the Match.
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The aforesaid 125-run partnership remains the only second-wicket stand for the West Indies in the semi-finals/finals in World Cup.


Glenn Turner, with 333 runs (ave.166.50), including two hundreds, in four innings, top-scored in the competition. He remained the only batsman to manage 300 runs apart from hitting two centuries (171 not out vs East Africa at Birmingham on June 7 and 114 not out vs India at Manchester on June 14) and maintain an average of 150-plus. Among the captains with 300 runs or more in the World Cup, his average is the highest.


The final of the first ever World Cup was contested between the two best teams of the tournament on the longest day of the year - 21st June. The match provided cricket of the highest quality, with millions watching on television from 11 am until 8.42 pm.


Put into bat, the West Indians had been reduced to 50 for three in the 18th over but their captain Clive Lloyd (right) batted brilliantly to post an 82-ball hundred. He was associated in a partnership of 149 in 26 overs with Rohan Kanhai (55 off 105 balls) for the fourth wicket - the highest by any fourth-wicket pair in the final of the World Cup apart from the highest for any wicket-position for the West Indies as well as by any pair against Australia in the final of the World Cup.


Thanks to their century partnership, followed by a 52-run stand from ten overs for the seventh wicket between Keith Boyce (34) and Bernard Julien (26 not out), West Indies registered 291 for eight in their allotted 60 overs. The said stand remains the only fifty-plus partnership for the seventh wicket in the final of the World Cup.


Gary Gilmour performed admirably to bag five wickets conceding 48 runs - his victims being Kallicharran, Kanhai, Lloyd, Richards and Murray. He remains the only bowler to produce a five-wicket haul each in the semi-final and the final of the same tournament. His tally of eleven wickets in just two matches, remained a record for the inaugural World Cup. His bowling average (5.63) strike rate (13.0) and economy rate (2.58) were outstanding.
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Undaunted by their immense task, Australia fought to the very end and might well have achieved a remarkable win if half their wickets had not fallen to run outs - three key batsmen (opener Alan Turner, Greg Chappell and Ian Chappell) by Viv Richards - including direct hits from mid-wicket and cover. Steven Lynch had remarked in his piece, namely, Richards runs out three in Cricinfo in 2009: “In those days giving the Man of the Match award to a fielder would have been a bit too adventurous, and Lloyd got it for his terrific ton. But it was Richards who won that first final.”


The Australian captain, Ian Chappell was a picture of confidence from the word go, making 62 off 93 balls. At one stage, they were 221 for six and appeared to be in the hunt until Keith Boyce (4 for 50) and a string of run outs caused their downfall. Australia’s ninth wicket fell at 233 but a defiant last-wicket partnership of 41 between Jeff Thomson (21 off 21 balls) and Dennis Lillee (16 not out off 19 balls) took Australia within range of their target before Thomson, sent back when attempting a bye to the wicketkeeper, was beaten by Murray’s underarm throw and the West Indies, with a 17-run triumph, had won the World Cup. Australia were all out for 274 off 58.4 overs.


Clive Lloyd (right), the man of the match, received the Prudential Cup from the Duke of Edinburgh as the West Indies were crowned the first one-day World Champions. The West Indian skipper later admitted this was his greatest moment in cricket.


The tournament earnings exceeded £200,000 - the total attendance for the 15 games was 158,000. The attendance in the final at Lord’s was 26,000. The winners, West Indies received £4,000, runners-up, Australia received £2,000 while the losing semifinalists, New Zealand and England each received £1,000. The Test and County Cricket Board (TCCB) received 10% of the profits as hosts and the other seven participating teams each received 7%.


The exhilarating cricket, consisting of just 15 World Cup matches on only five playing days during the 15-day span, was a resounding success and the first World Cup made the sport even more popular not only in England but all over the cricketing World. With this, Limited-Overs Internationals finally came of age.
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RAJESH KUMAR


The Windies win again


Despite the introduction of international limited-overs cricket as a permanent feature of the English summer, the Australian authorities stubbornly refused to change their attitude towards instant cricket. It was only after the grand success of Kerry Packer’s World Series Cricket in 1977-78 (which gave the game a new, exciting image in Australia and in other cricket-playing countries and revolutionized crowd involvement) that the Australian Cricket Board bowed to the inevitable and staged a three-match series against England in 1978-79.


The second Prudential World Cup, contested in England in 1979, proved to be another outstanding success overall. Despite the drop in attendances, caused by poor weather, increased prices meant that gate receipts amounted to £359,700 while profits amounted to £350,000. The West Indies, confirming their prowess as an outstanding team, again won the final.


The competition was run on a similar format and time frame to its predecessor, constituting a schedule of 15 matches, contested between eight teams. As in the previous tournament, the teams participating in the Prudential World Cup were divided into two groups of four, each playing the other once but this time, England and Australia were not seeded. The top two nations in each group would then contest the semi finals, followed by a final at Lord’s. South Africa was not considered again.


Group A comprised England, Pakistan, Australia and Canada while Group B consisted of the West Indies, New Zealand, Sri Lanka and India. England topped their Group with three victories - vs Australia by six wickets; vs Canada by eight wickets and vs Pakistan by 14 runs. Pakistan finished runners-up, thanks to a vital triumph over the previous beaten finalists, Australia by 89 runs. West Indies, who were hot favourites to retain the title, topped the table in Group B easily. New Zealand secured the runners-up spot, beating Sri Lanka by 9 wickets and India by 8 wickets.


Sri Lanka’s surprise win over India by 47 runs at Old Trafford, their first World Cup victory, was the major highlight in the group stage.


In the semi-final, England, in front of an almost capacity crowd of 22,000 sneaked home against New Zealand at Old Trafford by just 9 runs, which was at that time the narrowest margin of victory in a World Cup encounter. After being put into bat by Mark Burgess, England’s batting failed to come to terms with the steady bowling. Thanks to Graham Gooch (71), skipper Mike Brearley (53) and Derek Randall (42 not out), they could manage 221 runs for eight wickets, which meant that the target for New Zealand was well under four runs per over.
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In a fluctuating game, at 180 for six, the New Zealanders were in the hunt but then Warren Lees and Lance Cairns both fell to Mike Hendrick. Their last pair Brian McKechnie and Gary Troup required 14 runs off the final over from Ian Botham but they finished on 212 for nine with John Wright scoring 69 off 137 balls. The story could have been different had Glenn Turner (30) lasted longer. Any way, it was a brilliant effort by the New Zealanders but the end was a bit tragic and for the second successive World Cup, New Zealand bowed out at the semi-final stage.


In the other semi-final against Pakistan at The Oval, the West Indies put on 293 for six, their highest total of the tournament. All their leading batsmen - Gordon Greenidge (73), Desmond Haynes (65), Vivian Richards (42) (right), Clive Lloyd (37) and Collis King (34) - showed excellent form.


The 132-run opening stand between Greenidge and Haynes remains the only century partnership for the West Indies in the semi-finals of the World Cup.


Despite a superb second-wicket partnership, producing 166 runs in 36 overs between Majid Khan (81) and Zaheer Abbas (93) - Pakistan’s only century stand for the second wicket in the semi-finals of the World Cup - Pakistan failed by 43 runs to match the record West Indies World Cup total of 293. From 176 for one, Pakistan slipped to 187 for four.


Colin Croft bagged three wickets for four runs in an excellent spell of twelve balls and Pakistan collapsed from those giddy heights to 250 all out. Their last nine wickets could produce only 74 runs, thus missing an opportunity for a sensational triumph, which was within their grasp.


The final was blessed with fine weather and an all-ticket crowd of 25,000. England gambled by preferring an additional batsman, which meant, with Bob Willis injured, they had only four specialist bowlers at their disposal.


Asked to bat, West Indies lost their first four wickets for 99. The England bowlers bowled tightly and regularly beat the edge of the bats of Haynes and Greenidge and fielded magnificently, especially Randall. But they were rescued from a tottering start by Viv Richards, who played a masterly unbeaten innings of 138 off 157 balls and Collis King (86 off just 66 balls). The pair added 139 in just 77 minutes for the fifth wicket, a partnership that was to turn the match. The said stand remains the only century partnership for the fifth wicket in a World Cup final.
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The West Indies’ total of 286 for nine was just five runs short of their superb effort in the 1975 World Cup Final and it always looked a winning score.


Although captain Mike Brearley (64) and Geoff Boycott (57) put on 129 for the first wicket, they fell a long way behind the asking rate and when Brearley was dismissed, England still required 158 from the final 22 overs. Joel Garner, bowling in fading light, ripped through the order, claiming five wickets for four runs in eleven balls - his final figures being five for 38. Colin Croft (3/42) and Michael Holding (2/16) took the remaining five wickets.


England were eventually dismissed for 194, losing their last eight wickets for just eleven runs. Clive Lloyd’s team retaining the World Cup by a margin of 92 runs.


Viv Richards was adjudged the Man of the Match. His blazing innings was reckoned by one commentator to be perhaps the finest of the decade.


Garner’s outstanding figures remain the best ever by any bowler in the history of the World Cup finals. He (right) is one of the two bowlers to produce a five-wicket haul in the final in the history of the World Cup - the first being Australia’s Gary Gilmour in the inaugural competition.


The top four wicket-takers in the tournament were - Mike Hendrick (10 at 14.90 runs apiece), Brian McKechnie (9 at 15.66), Asif Iqbal (9 at 17.44) and Chris Old (9 at 17.44).


Gordon Greenidge amassed 253 runs (ave.84.33), including a hundred and two fifties, in four innings - the most by a batsman in the 1979 competition. Just two other batsmen managed to aggregate 200-plus runs - Vivian Richards - 217 (108.50), including a hundred, in four innings and Graham Gooch - 210 (ave.52.50), including two fifties, in five innings.


Following this tournament, the ICC decided to make the competition a regular, fouryearly event, with the 1983 World Cup to be staged in England.
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