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            Acclaim for A Prelude to Immortality

            
                

            

            ‘This fascinating biography of a biography essentially explains to the reader how Winston Churchill’s thought processes worked when he wrote My Early Life, one of the books that deservedly won him the Nobel Prize for Literature. A vital part of the Churchill myth as well as being a beautiful piece of writing in itself, My Early Life has always been something of an enigma – until now.’

            – Andrew Roberts, author of Churchill: Walking with Destiny
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            ‘A superb study of Churchill the writer. Meticulously researched, highly readable, and offering unique insights into his life, ambitions and character.’

            – Katherine Carter, historian, curator at Chartwell and author of Churchill’s Citadel: Chartwell and the Gatherings Before the Storm
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            ‘This is a well-crafted and lavishly illustrated deep dive into Churchill’s most revealing book; illuminating how and why he wrote it and showing how it was received by his contemporaries and later historians.’

            – Allen Packwood OBE, Director, Churchill Archive Centre, Cambridge University
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            ‘Color coded, profusely illustrated, citations, appendices, and a wealth of information all thoroughly indexed! Stiles has produced an encyclopedic study of Winston Churchill’s most beloved book. From brief biographies of everyone mentioned in the text to a record of every language in which My Early Life has been published, A Prelude to Immortality immediately becomes a classic study of a classic book.’

            – David Freeman, editor for the International Churchill Society
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            ‘Most of what is written about Churchill just tells us who he was and what he did. Stiles shows us how and why Churchill became who he was. In Stiles’ hands, Churchill’s single most popular work not only entertains the reader, as it has done for nearly a century since it was first published, but now illuminates its author as never before. Stiles brilliantly uses Churchill’s own – and only – retrospective on his origins as a kind of skeleton key to access Churchill’s voice and vitality, his animating attitudes and ambitions. A true sense of Churchill ramifies and resonates in these pages. Not only has this never been done before, but it is hard to imagine it being done better. A Prelude to Immortality is silver-tongued scholarship – part rigorous analysis, part reference compendium, all held within a gripping narrative.’

            – Marc Kuritz, Proprietor, Churchill Book Collector, ABAA | ILAB2

         

      

   


   
      
         3

         
            A Prelude to

Immortality

            CHURCHILL’S

‘MY EARLY LIFE’

            Gary L. Stiles

         

         
            
               
[image: ]4
               

            

         

      

   


   
      5
         
6
            Dedication

         

         
            For Alexis,

my wife, my love, my best friend, my muse

         

      

   


   
      
         
7
            Contents

         

         
            
               
	Title Page

                  	Dedication

                  	Acknowledgements 

                  	Abbreviations

                  	Introduction 

                  	Chapter 1 Early Influences 

                  	Chapter 2 Becoming a Writer 

                  	Chapter 3 Writing My Early Life 

                  	Chapter 4 Creation of My Early Life text from Churchill’s Earlier Publications 

                  	Chapter 5 Launch of the Book 

                  	A. Gifted Inscribed Copies of My Early Life

                  	B. Book Reviews of My Early Life

                  	C. Launch, Advertising and, Sales

                  	Chapter 6 Previously Unrecorded English and Non-English Editions 

                  	Chapter 7 Global Impact of My Early Life 

                  	A. Analysis of My Early Life by Historians

                  	B. Analysis of the Writing Style

                  	C. Churchill’s Nobel Prize for Literature

                  	Chapter 8 Conclusions 

                  	Appendices

                  	Appendix 1 Brief Biographies 

                  	Appendix 2 Chapter 4: Childhood 

                  	Appendix 3 Chapter 4: War in Cuba 

                  	Appendix 4 Chapter 4: Cavalry Charge 

                  	Appendix 5 Chapter 4: Armoured Train 

                  	Appendix 6 Chapter 4: Escape 

                  	Appendix 7 Chapter 5: Bibliography 

                  	Appendix 8 Chapter 6: Unrecorded Books and Other Media 

                  	Index 

                  	Copyright 

               



         

      

   


   
      
         
8
            Acknowledgements

         

         Winston Churchill’s My Early Life is a book that captured my imagination more than forty years ago. The action, the drama, the larger-than-life character of Churchill, the magnificent writing, and the unapologetic challenging charge to a ‘new generation’ to grasp life at its fullest and to change the world leaves little more to be desired in any individual book. To more completely understand and grasp the scope of what Churchill accomplished and how impactful the book has been for more than ninety years, I embarked on a journey of discovery of the why and how Churchill came to write this book – his one and only autobiography and one that carries his life only up to the age of about 28. My journey turned out to take much longer than expected and took me through more realms of intellectual pursuit than I ever could have envisaged. I traveled from politics to philosophy, military strategy to horsemanship, biography to bibliography, creative writing to learning disabilities, finance to publishing, advertising to grammar and with a seemingly endless uncovering of new facts in libraries and databases around the world. It has been a fulfilling journey and one that I certainly could not have been made without the help and prior intellectual accomplishments of a large number of people to whom I am indebted for making this journey possible.

         First and foremost, I would like to most heartily thank the late Richard M. Langworth CBE, friend and colleague, who for more than forty years was always willing to advise and assist with his limitless knowledge of all things Churchill. He kindly wrote the Foreword for my last book, Churchill in Punch. The last thing we communicated about, just 10 days before his death, was his willingness to write something for this book. Alas, it was not to be. The world will miss you Richard! 9

         As anyone who writes about Churchill, I am indebted to those writers/historians who have provided the classic texts about Churchill and his life and without whose works this book would not have been possible. I am particularly indebted to Martin Gilbert, Randolph S. Churchill, and Larry P. Arnn for the official biography and companion volumes of Winston S. Churchill. I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge Lord Roberts, the superb historian, for all of his books on Churchill but most especially Churchill: Walking With Destiny. The magnificent Bibliography of the Writings of Sir Winston Churchill by Ronald I. Cohen MBE was the underpinning for much of what appears in this book. Ron Cohen’s willingness to always answer questions about Churchill’s books is much appreciated. His encyclopedic knowledge of Churchill’s books is unequalled.

         The late Mark Weber of The Churchill Book Specialist and Marc Kuritz, proprietor of Churchill Book Collector, have provided much critical information and guidance through long discussions and never-ending emails. Their willingness to engage is much appreciated. They have both taught me an enormous amount about Churchill and his books. Dave Turrell, proprietor of Nineveh & Tyre, likewise, has provided much information and was willing and very helpful in reviewing sections of the book. These three have likewise provided many books by and about Churchill for my collection.

         A special thanks goes to Allen Packwood OBE, director of the Churchill Archive Centre, at Cambridge University who provided access and information that was critical to so many sections of this book. This Centre is such a treasure trove of Churchill materials and so helpful in finding the materials needed. A true understanding of the journey Churchill made in actually writing My Early Life, and bringing it to market would not have been possible without information in the Churchill archives.

         Permission to quote from the works of Sir Winston Churchill was obtained from Curtis Brown Ltd., on the behalf of the estate of Winston S. Churchill.

         I wish to thank Lucie Teegarden for her expert editorial assistance. She was not only critical to the production of my last two books on the artist William Hart and Churchill in Punch but likewise contributed significantly to the production of this book. It is always a pleasure to work with her.

         Without the help and input of Lord Strathcarron and Ryan Gearing of Unicorn Publishing Group, this book simply would not have happened. I am forever grateful. 10

         The scope, accuracy, and readability of the book owe much to all of those who helped as noted above, and any errors of fact or other inaccuracies, whether by omission or commission, are solely the responsibility of the author.

         Finally, as in all work I have done, the most important inspiration and support comes from my wife, Alexis, a talented professional executive, and loving partner. I appreciate and love her more than she will ever know and this book is dedicated to her.

         
             

         

         Gary L. Stiles

         New York, New York

         September 2025

      

   


   
      
         
11
            Abbreviations for My Early Life

         

         
            
               

	Am.
            
                        
                        	American



	Br.
            
                        
                        	British



	C of E
            
                        
                        	Chancellor of the Exchequer



	dj
            
                        
                        	dust jacket



	ed.
            
                        
                        	edition, editor, edited



	
L to L 

            
                        
                        	
London to Ladysmith




	
MEL 

            
                        
                        	
My Early Life




	MP
            
                        
                        	Member of Parliament



	PM
            
                        
                        	Prime Minister



	SA
            
                        
                        	South Africa



	Scribner
            
                        
                        	Charles Scribner (individual)



	Scribner’s
            
                        
                        	Charles Scribner’s Sons (Book Company)



	WSC
            
                        
                        	Winston S. Churchill



	WWI
            
                        
                        	First World War



	WWII
            
                        
                        	Second World War






         

      

   


   
      
         
12
            Introduction

         

         Winston Churchill’s name has been consistently recognisable around the world for more than 125 years. He has been named the ‘Greatest Briton’ and ‘Man (or Person) of the Century’ in a variety of popular polls and by distinguished authors.1 He is best known for his leadership as Prime Minister of Great Britain during the Second World War. His unequalled oratorical skills in defending and inspiring the British people (and the rest of the world) leading up to the war and throughout the war’s duration are legendary. This skill was succinctly and elegantly highlighted by Edward R. Murrow when he said Churchill ‘mobilized the English language and sent it into battle’.2

         The indefatigable Churchill is not one-dimensional in his skill sets: he has been recognised for the diversity of his talents, including his military endeavours as a young man, sixty years as a noted global and outspoken politician, and as an artist and, importantly, a writer and newspaper correspondent. Churchill, in fact, has been known, both during his life and continuing to the present, as an extremely prolific and noted author. He produced more than 50 books, 260 pamphlets, 840 articles and more than 9,000 pages of speeches.3

         Although more than a thousand books have been written about Churchill, very few have focused on his writing skills and techniques, and none have focused entirely on Churchill the autobiographer. This book will focus on him as an autobiographer and the impactful book he wrote. Here, the term ‘writer’ is used in its broadest sense: that is, it encompasses all the aspects that surround writers, from their educational backgrounds and life experiences to their writing and researching techniques. In addition, Churchill’s interactions with editors and publishers and how they engage in the launch and advertising 13campaigns are probed. He was deeply involved in all these aspects of his books. Important questions not previously studied include why he chose to write an autobiography when he was in his fifties, what he hoped to achieve, and how he wanted the world (electorate?) to perceive him.

         This author believes Churchill’s writings will be remembered for a very long time, certainly as long as he is remembered as the heroic leader of the Second World War. To understand Churchill the writer, it is necessary to consider how and why he became a writer and to study the life experiences that influenced him and shaped his mind and writing style and techniques. To this end, Churchill’s only book-length autobiography, My Early Life, was chosen as the focus of this study. In many ways, the studies of Churchill and My Early Life are so intertwined that to separate them would do a tremendous disservice to both. Thus, this book is equally the story of Churchill the writer as well as the story of the book My Early Life.

         My Early Life provides several unique attributes and characteristics compared to all Churchill’s other works. Yet it is still representative in many aspects of the whole of his entire canon in terms of the processes he employed to write most of his books and his very hands-on approach to the entire creative process.

         My Early Life is the only one of Churchill’s books that focuses entirely on himself and provides the story of his life and career from his birth to the time he entered Parliament and a few years after (1874–1903). It is not only a prime example of his method and style of writing, but it also provides key insights into his experiences and the life events that shaped him into the writer he became. Churchill’s bestselling single-volume book, My Early Life has received widespread acclaim since its release in 1930.

         Additional aspects of My Early Life that make it the appropriate choice to study include, first, the fact that reviewers have deemed it Churchill’s most readable, endearing, and personal book; and, secondly, that Churchill tells his own story in his own words. He shares what he considers to be the most impactful experiences that molded his life and character, as well as his hopes and goals for his life. This revealing story is enhanced by the fact that Churchill writes in the voice and thought processes that were inherent to his age at the time of each episode. That is to say, you hear the voice of the fearful young boy going off to boarding school for the first time; the voice of the young soldier as he is about to participate in his first cavalry charge in 14war; and the quizzical voice of the student attempting to digest the classical languages, such as Latin, and questioning why they should be required. Thus, you don’t hear Churchill the man in his fifties telling the story: it is himself translated back to the appropriate age. He provides powerful and engaging stories in which readers can fully immerse themselves and empathise with him, even if they have not experienced similar episodes. The stories are written in a warm and conversational prose approaching lyric poetry, where the words are chosen carefully not only for their meaning but also for the sound and voice they provide the reader. Many sections sing off the page and so engross the reader that they are unable to put the book down.

         My Early Life is also of literary interest concerning how Churchill created the manuscript from his research materials. It is the only book for which he had previously published a significant body of work related to the experiences he would retell in My Early Life. In fact, he had already published four books (containing his newspaper reports as a war correspondent in Cuba, India, the Sudan and South Africa) and more than thirteen major articles about his life, and numerous war correspondence reports.4 Thus, when he decided to write his autobiography, he had not only his personal memories but a large collection of printed and archival materials upon which to draw and weave into a coherent and readable story.

         How he melded these publications into a coherent manuscript provides insight into what Churchill hoped to gain in writing the book. In fact, he had multiple goals, including personal recognition both as a writer and political leader; creation of the image of himself he wanted the public to accept; not unimportantly, enhancement of his income; and, finally, inspiration of the next generation. To this end, Churchill dedicated his book ‘To a New Generation.’ This phrase has several implications. First, Churchill recognises that the story of his youth is a Victorian-age story with life experiences, values and politics that will never be seen again. Yet, human nature and the personality traits of people and their desire to succeed are universal and timeless. Thus, his stories are applicable to any generation and are timeless, much in the manner of Shakespeare’s plays. Churchill recognises that there is a new generation who are becoming the movers and shakers of the country, and he is challenging and imploring them not to be timid or to retreat from life and be afraid of action as a consequence of the great upheaval that was the First World War. As he states in Chapter 3 of My Early Life, 15

         
            Come on now all you young men, all over the world. You are needed more than ever now to fill the gap of a generation shorn by the War. You have not an hour to lose. You must take your places in life’s fighting line. Twenty to twenty-five! These are the years! Don’t be content with things as they are. ‘The earth is yours and the fulness thereof.’ Enter upon your inheritance, accept your responsibilities. Raise the glorious flags again, advance them upon the new enemies, who constantly gather upon the front of the human army, and have only to be assaulted to be overthrown. Don’t take No for an answer. Never submit to failure.5

         

         For all these reasons, My Early Life has been chosen as the example to be used to study Churchill the writer.

         This book is divided into chapters that address the individual components of what made Churchill become a writer and how he wrote, launched, and publicised his books. In addition, it describes how the quality and impact of his storytelling made My Early Life a success not only commercially and in the opinion of reviewers but also as a work which has been widely quoted in lay and academic publications. Chapter 2 (‘Becoming a Writer’) discusses his education; his love of the English language; the financial needs that drove him to write; his time as a war correspondent; and his need to have multiple manuscripts in various states of preparation at all times. Chapter 3 focuses on the writing of his autobiography, including his creation of organised writing teams, his use of consultants, secretaries and reviewers, as well as his interactions with publishers and editors. Chapter 4 describes how he wove all the previous published material into the new book and how he decided what to include or exclude. Next, Chapter 5, covers the launch of My Early Life, tells how he gifted books as a token of thanks and for publicity, how he was intimately involved in the advertising and sales of the book, and what reviewers said about the book. Chapter 6 focuses on the book’s success, as attested by the numerous editions, reprints, serialisations and multimedia formats of his story since the book was first published in 1930. There are now known to be more than ninety variations of My Early Life published in English and printed around the world. More than a hundred non-English versions have been published. These versions of the book and representations of it in other media forms are catalogued in Appendix 8 Chapter 6 Unrecorded Books and Other Media. 16

         Chapter 7 describes My Early Life’s worldwide impact as measured by the frequency of its citation in the literature and how regularly the episodes from his life contained therein are now quoted in textbooks, journals and other literature as ‘real-life’ examples from which to learn or emulate. These examples span a wide range of topics as varied as nannies, soldiering, politics, polo and English composition. In addition, an analysis of his writing from both a historical point of view and a literary assessment are provided. This includes a discussion of his winning the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1953. My Early Life was one of only a few books mentioned in the presentation speech in Stockholm.6 To read the translated transcript of the presentation speech and hear the logic and justification of why Winston Churchill was worthy of the Nobel Prize in Literature is to be enriched by a paean to the majesty of Churchill’s writing and oratory. My hope is that this book will provide further insight into Churchill the autobiographer and his timeless book, My Early Life.

         
            Notes

            1. Charles Krauththammer, ‘Person of the Century’, Washington Post, 31 December 1999, p. A31; John Ramsden, Man of the Century: Winston Churchill and His Legend Since 1945, New York, Columbia University Press, 2003; Neil Ferrier, Churchill, The Man of the Century, Garden City, LI, Doubleday, 1965; ‘Greatest Briton’, London, BBC poll, 2002.

            2. Edward R. Murrow, broadcast, 30 November 1954, In Search of Light, New York, Knopf, 1967, p. 276.

            3. Marc Kuritz, Churchill Book Collector, https://www.churchillbookcollector.com/

            4. Ronald I. Cohen, Bibliography of the Writings of Sir Winston Churchill, London, Thoemmes Continuum, 2006.

            5. Winston S. Churchill, My Early Life, London, Thornton Butterworth, 1930, p. 74.

            6. Nobel Lectures, Literature 1901-1967, ed. Horst Frenz, Amsterdam, Elsevier Publishing, 1969, pp. 487–495.
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            Chapter 1

            Early Influences

         

         Winston S. Churchill, in his only autobiography, My Early Life, tells his personal story from his first memories of childhood through his very early experiences in the House of Commons at age twenty-eight. From the beginning to the end, Churchill had a message he wanted to deliver to his readers: This is who I am, and here are the experiences and adventures that moulded me into the person I am. Naturally, the story is told from his perspective, and, of necessity, it includes his biases to frame a coherent and exciting tale. He provides a story full of facts, emotions, and scenarios that he desires the reader to believe are truthful and accurate and conveying what he actually experienced and believed to be true at the time. However, as with any autobiography, an understanding of what was actually true and real and what the author might have thought was real needs careful evaluation by the reader or reviewer. Certain embellishments or alterations of facts are noted in this book. However, this book is not intended to be a ‘fact checker’ of My Early Life, and it is neither a biography nor a psychoanalysis of Churchill. There are many such written works, and the reader is referred to them.1 This is the how and why Churchill wrote My Early Life; and the success he had with the book in telling his story, the literary acclaim it received and the impact it had.

         An individual’s character and personality are impacted by their childhood and family environment. Therefore, it is important to provide some pertinent information on Churchill’s early life and his personal, familial, and experiential interactions. These interactions, and Churchill’s view of them, influenced Churchill tremendously, including the storytelling approaches he took and the message he wanted to convey to his readers. For many years, scholars have asserted that Churchill was capable of telling 18his story in the manner that best met his needs and the vision of himself that he wanted to portray. This vision, as mentioned above, was at times an embellishment of what reality might have been.2

         This dichotomy between reality and Churchill’s vision of reality is certainly discernible throughout his book. This does not make Churchill unique among autobiographers. Neither does it detract from his literary style and the value of the book. However, keeping this perspective in mind while reading My Early Life is quite essential to a more complete understanding of Churchill’s book, his writing acumen and his character. In addition, as will become clear in subsequent chapters, Churchill wrote My Early Life in a powerful and unusual voice: that of himself at the age he was during the described events – not the voice of a man in his mid-fifties telling the story as a later observer. Thus, the author’s point of view is coloured by the beliefs and background knowledge of, for example, a schoolboy or a young soldier, not through the lens of the composite experience of a mature adult.

         Churchill always thought that he was different from most people; while he believed we are all but worms, he thought he was at least a ‘glow worm’.3 He believed that he was preordained to do great things on the world stage, including being Prime Minister, and that he would lead his nation to greatness and/or salvation. In many ways, he always thought that he was Saint George slaying the dragon. Whatever the issue or situation, Churchill wanted to portray himself as the underdog, always having to fight against great odds to earn recognition. Therefore, it was always required of him to display the utmost strength, bravery and skill to be successful. This point of view, or personal mandate, certainly extends to his interactions with his parents and his school life, from being home-schooled by his nanny, Mrs. Everest, and his private tutor while in Ireland, all the way through his public schools and Sandhurst. The unquenchable need for self-promotion (in both written and oral form) of his bravery, risk-taking, and daring throughout his military and correspondent experiences are just another example of what he believed he must do to be successful.

         PARENTING

         There were three people early in Churchill’s life who dominated his world and had the most significant impact on the moulding of his character: his father, his mother, and his nanny. According to him, he desperately wanted to 19please all three, and in return, he desired to receive praise and support. These three would be the subjects of extensive discussions in his autobiography. Only one of them met these needs unhesitatingly, creating a lifelong bond with him: Mrs Elizabeth Everest, his nanny. She was, for all intents and purposes, his surrogate mother, and she provided the most parenting of the three. Churchill describes this relationship when he states, ‘My nurse was my confidant. It was to her I poured out my many troubles.’4 And as was aptly described by Andrew Roberts, ‘One doesn’t have to embrace Freudianism to find his nick-names for her – “Woom” or “Woomany” – poignant in a child looking for a mother-surrogate while his real mother was dazzling the Prince of Wales’s Marlborough House Set with her beauty, high spirits, and sexual allure.’5 This is all one needs to remember about ‘Woomany’ when reading Churchill’s endearing descriptions of her.

         Churchill loved and, in many ways, idolised his parents, but he always wanted more from them. He wanted more of their time; for them to display more interest in him; and most importantly, he wanted to be praised by them. He portrays them as aloof, uncaring, critical and, at times, uninterested in him. Thus, he was always fighting to gain their interest. His actions took multiple forms, including writing to them frequently, asking to spend more time with them, and certainly acting out with bad behaviour in a misguided manner to attract their attention. It must be said, however, that for higher-society children in the Victorian era, this was not a rare complaint or vision for children, as many were mostly cared for by nannies, not their parents. Parents often led lives quite separate from their children. William Manchester, in his introduction to the 1996 new American edition of My Early Life, discusses this issue directly, highlighting the fact that Churchill’s vision of his parents was often at odds with reality, even if, at times, Manchester is harsher than reality might require:

         
            His descriptions of his parents, Lord and Lady Randolph Churchill, are gravely flawed. He enshrines both. ‘My mother,’ he writes here, ‘always seemed to me a fairy princess: a radiant being possessed of limitless riches and power. She shone for me like the Evening Star.’ In reality Lady Randolph, the American-born Jennie Jerome, was a beautiful, shallow, diamond-studded panther of a woman who neglected him shamefully. … Churchill’s recollection of Lord Randolph was even more 20distorted. In Amid These Storms he wrote: ‘The greatest and most powerful influence in my early life was of course my father. … He saw no reason why the old glories of church and state, of King and country, should not be reconciled with modern democracy; or why the masses of working people should not become the defenders of these ancient institutions by which their liberty and progress had been achieved.’ History’s verdict is very different. Randolph was a shallow political demagogue whose star briefly crossed the parliamentary firmament in the mid-1880s, when he became the Chancellor of the Exchequer and then, within six months, owing to his extraordinary bad judgment, plunged out of sight.

            Emotionally abandoned by both, young Winston blamed himself. Needing outlets for his own welling adoration, he created images of them as he wished they were, and the less he saw of them, the easier the transformation became. His suppressed resentment at their neglect had to be directed elsewhere. Thus he became a difficult child and a wretched student.6

         

         Richard M. Langworth, the noted historian, editor and Churchillian expert, is less harsh in his analysis:

         
            He was not nearly so ignored and abandoned by his parents as he implies. His nephew, Peregrine Churchill, aided by Lady Randolph Churchill’s archives, concluded that Winston’s mother spent a surprising amount of time with him and his brother Jack before they left for school—and that Winston ‘was a very naughty boy; his parents were very concerned about him’.7

         

         The important lesson here is that, in his mind, Churchill needed to fight against all odds to be successful in life – even in his quest for parental love and affection. Thus, he is likely to portray a situation as more dire than it may actually be so as to ensure that he appears to display Herculean efforts to overcome his perceived disadvantage.

         SCHOOLING

         Churchill had a variety of types of schooling during his childhood and youth. He had home-schooling with a private instructor, then a series of private 21schools, and then Harrow, the well-known public school, followed by military training at Sandhurst, Britain’s equivalent of West Point. In Churchill’s view, he was a lonely, poor student who received little recognition but many whippings, which would have often drawn blood. Much has been written about Victorian public education. From a modern perspective, it was narrow-minded, regimented and filled with cruel treatment of students.8 Churchill regarded his school years as the most unpleasant and painful period of his life. He felt very strongly that the academic approach he was offered provided little incentive for him to work hard and that it fully stifled any educational curiosity he had. The schools focused on the classical languages, mathematics and rote memorisation. Churchill could certainly do the last one well, but the first two were of little interest to him, and so he did not engage in them. Churchill portrays himself as a poor student and problem child. According to him, he was always in the lowest form, he received no praise for his work, and, at best, he was left alone to be unhappy and lonely.

         Churchill’s description of his education in My Early Life is compelling and wonderful (if at times painful) to read. He makes many cogent arguments about educational reform that needed to be made. However, the truth is probably that his education was not what it should have been; he was at times mistreated; his academics were better than he confessed (he does praise one master for teaching him English); and his isolation was not quite as dramatic as he suggests. Roberts again provides worthwhile insights: ‘For all his later denials, Churchill was something of a success at Harrow. At fourteen he won a prize for reciting no fewer than 1,200 lines of Macauley’s Lays of Ancient Rome without error, and a contemporary recalled that “he could quote whole scenes of Shakespeare’s plays and had no hesitation in correcting his masters if they misquoted.”’9 It is clear Churchill invokes literary licence to embellish his storytelling so as to strengthen his point and highlight that he always had to overcome obstacles, but this does not in any way detract from his literary skills. (For additional discussion about his education process, see Chapter 2.)

         MILITARY EXPERIENCE

         For a man with no long-term military career goals, Churchill had more global military action than could be expected in any short military career. He saw action in Cuba, India, the Sudan and South Africa, and he wrote about 22his experiences as both a war correspondent and soldier simultaneously. Churchill believed firmly that the most direct way to be successful and move up the social, political and career ladders was to win recognition as a soldier who displayed bravery and was recognised in military and newspaper dispatches. Just as important to him was the need to wear war medals on his chest. Thus, he expended all of his energy and effort from 1895 to 1900 to be sure he was directly involved in military actions.

         In addition, it was critical that he be observed in action and then written about, regardless of whether the writer was Churchill himself or another reporter. Since he was the only writer he could be sure was writing what he wanted to be promulgated, he needed to position himself in harm’s way around the world and write of his experiences – which he did, profusely, in both newspapers and books. As Roberts has stated, ‘Few have set out with more cold-blooded deliberation to become first a hero and then a great man.’10

         Many of his contemporaries fully recognised the approach Churchill was taking. His mother even warned him about what he was doing. Writing to him in January 1897, she admonished him not to be too pushy or sing his own praises; that was for others to do:

         
            You will be glad to hear that Col. Brab [Reginald Brabazon] sent me a letter from Sir Bindon Blood in which he speaks of you in the praise & says he mentioned you in dispatches. You have done more than well my darling boy & I am as always proud of you. Forgive a piece of advice – which may not be needed – but be modest [emphasis added]. All your feats of valour are sure to come out & people will know. Let it be from others & not from yourself. One must be tempted to talk of oneself in such a case – but resist. Let them drag things out.11

         

         This advice was given to Churchill many times over the years. It was never accepted.

         Churchill explicitly admitted and explained his approach numerous times in multiple letters. For example he wrote this to his mother on 5 September 1897, from India:

         
            I am at present correspondent for the Pioneer – to which I have to telegraph 300 words a day. At the first opportunity I am to be put 23on the strength of the force – which will give me a medal if I come through…. I have faith in my star – that is I am intended to do something in the world. If I am mistaken – what does it matter? My life has been a pleasant one and though I should regret leaving it – it would be a regret that perhaps I should never know.12

         

         He wrote to her again on 2 October 1897:

         
            I hope you will talk about this [the battles he was in] to the Prince and others – as if any fuss is made, they may give a special clasp for Mahmoud Valley. This has been the hardest fighting on the frontier for forty years. I have been attached as a matter of extreme urgency – to the 31st Punjaub Infantry. A change from British cavalry to the Native Infantry! Still it means the medal and also that next time I go into action I shall command a hundred men – and possibly I may bring off some ‘coup.’ Besides I shall have some other motive for taking chances than merely love of adventure.13

         

         Another letter followed on 12 October:

         
            Since I last wrote I have seen two or three sharp skirmishes and have now been 10 complete times under fire. Quite a foundation for a political life [emphasis added]. … I intend or rather am seriously contemplating writing ‘The Story of the M.F.F.’ [Malakand Field Force] … the idea has filled my mind. … I have earned my medal and clasps fully. [Sir Bindon] Blood [the commanding general] says not one in a hundred have seen as much fighting as I have – and mind you – not from the staff or distance but from the last company of the rearguard every time. A splendid episode.14

         

         In a letter to his brother (John Churchill) on 13 January 1898, Churchill states:

         
            Now if all goes well I shall get to Egypt and then I shall have enough of war. I am now on my way to Calcutta – to ask for employment should the spring campaign take place now – in case I do not get to 24Egypt – but you will understand the latter would be much better as I should get a least 2 fresh medals out of it. [Drawing in the letter of four medals with ‘Frontier Egypt Cuba’ written underneath.]15

         

         Finally, in a letter dated 18 December 1898 to Aylmer Haldane, who was aide-de-camp to General Sir William Lockhart, Commander-in-Chief in India at the time – and who later would fight with Churchill in South Africa – Churchill writes:

         
            There is another matter about which I want to ask you. I am leaving the army in April. I have come back merely for the Polo Tournaments. I naturally want to wear my medals while I have a uniform to wear them on. They have already sent me the Egyptian one. I can not think why the frontier one has not arrived. Young Life Guardsmen on Sir B. Blood’s staff in Buner have already got theirs. Do try and get mine for me as soon as possible. Otherwise it will never be worn.16

         

         With his formal military career at an end, for now, Churchill moved on to the next phase in his life, journalism and a further search for notoriety and glory. It is hoped that these perspectives will be useful to the reader in understanding Churchill’s motivation in all he did and why he chose to act, speak and write as he did. 25
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            Chapter 2

            Becoming a Writer

         

         THE HARROW YEARS

         While at Harrow, his well-regarded secondary school, Churchill developed an interest in and love of the English language and English composition. He realised for the first time the wonderful possibilities of combining words to create stories and convey information in a pleasing and impactful style. He found that the thoughtful combining of words was applicable to both the spoken and written word. Churchill noted in My Early Life that Mr Somervell, his English master, had a unique manner of teaching English composition and of instilling an appreciation for words and how to write effectively and meaningfully:

         
            Mr. Somervell – a most delightful man, to whom my debt is great–was charged with the duty of teaching the stupidest boys the most disregarded thing – namely, to write mere English. He knew how to do it. He taught it as no one else has ever taught it. Not only did we learn English parsing thoroughly, but we also continually practiced English analysis. Mr. Somervell had a system of his own. He took a fairly long sentence and broke it up into its components by means of black, red, blue, and green inks. Subject, verb, object: Relative Clauses, Conditional Clauses, Conjunctive and Disjunctive Clauses! Each had its colour and its bracket. It was a kind of drill. We did it almost daily. As I remained in the Third Fourth three times as long as anyone else, I had three times as much of it. I learned it thoroughly. Thus I got into my bones the essential structure of the ordinary British sentence – which is a noble thing. And when in after years my schoolfellows who had won prizes and distinction for writing such beautiful Latin poetry and pithy Greek epigrams had to 27come down again to common English, to earn their living or make their way, I did not feel myself at any disadvantage.1

         

         Another of Churchill’s mentors at Harrow was Mr Moriarty. He commented on Winston’s strong interest in English, noting how unusual it was for a young lad of fourteen to show ‘such love and veneration for the English language’.2 Churchill certainly distinguished himself at Harrow for his writing skills. He won at least two awards for history compositions and, in addition, won a prize for his poem Influenza.3 It was also at Harrow that Churchill began writing to and for newspapers. His outspoken and direct opinions were evident even at this early phase of his writing ‘career’. Using the pen name ‘Junius Junior’, he wrote a series of letters to The Harrovian, the school newspaper. These letters were critical of the school administration and their policies. The student editor of the paper, Leo Amery, was an older student who had had a humorous interaction with Churchill, who had pushed him into the swimming pool. (This episode will be described in more detail later.) Amery was now in a position as editor of the newspaper to get his revenge on Churchill. Churchill’s letters were so strong and opinionated that they were almost vitriolic. Amery edited them significantly and then added the editorial comment: ‘We have omitted a portion of our correspondent’s letter, which seemed to us to exceed the limits of fair criticism.’4 This and other letters by Churchill certainly weren’t received well by the headmaster, who knew who had written them.5 This is but one example of Churchill sending letters to the school newspaper; he sent many more using a variety of pseudonyms, such as De Profundis, Aequitas Junior and Truth. (See Companion Volume 1 Part 1 of the Churchill Biography for a more complete listing.)6

         The thrill and recognition that Churchill received from writing to the school newspaper made an important impression on him. He completely grasped the impact his letters could have on his reputation, as well as influencing others. He would continue to write for newspapers for the rest of his life. In fact, his first paying job outside of the army was as a newspaper correspondent.

         Churchill’s love of history was also nurtured while at Harrow. He particularly enjoyed lectures on the battles of Waterloo and the Sudan.7,8 As Andrew Roberts notes, Churchill combined his love of history with his 28writing skills – something he would do to great advantage for the remainder of his life – to produce remarkable documents. As Roberts states,

         
            The Harrow Archives contain an extraordinary document written when Churchill was fourteen, a 1,500-word essay set in the future about a British invasion of Russia, complete with six pages of battle plans. Written in the first person by ‘Colonel Seymour’ and dated 7 July 1914, it is full of military maneuvers, ‘glittering bayonets,’ ‘dark clouds of Cossacks,’ heroic derring-do and aides-de-camp charging across limb-strewn battlefields, carrying vital orders between commanders. ‘The fields which this morning were green,’ Churchill wrote, ‘are now tinged with the blood of seventeen thousand.’9

         

         Churchill’s writing had already become remarkably mature, advanced and colourful. His choice of vocabulary had also progressed beyond his years.

         Churchill became enamoured with words themselves and the use of word play while at Harrow. William Manchester provides in his biography of Churchill an apt description of this process:

         
            At Harrow his lifelong fascination with words grew. He was thirteen, and Somervell was introducing him to literature. Except for best-sellers like Wilkie Collins’s Moonshine, few Harrovians read for pleasure. Winston was soon deep into Thackeray, Dickens, Wordsworth, and every biography he could get his hands on. He knew what was good and found he liked it. Inevitably, his vocabulary increased. In his letters he wrote of a toy given him by his aunt as ‘a source of unparalleled amusement,’ his funds needed ‘replenishing,’ welcoming news was ‘pleasing intelligence.’ The bookseller Moore whose shop was near Harrow saw him almost daily and noticed that he was displaying evidence of his unusual command of words. He would argue in the shop on any subject, and, as a result of this, he was, I am afraid, often left in sole position on the floor.’10

         

         These experiences at Harrow certainly planted the seeds of excellent writing and public speaking in Churchill’s mind, seeds that would grow and flourish in him for the rest of his life. Writing and speechmaking would remain central elements in Churchill’s daily life from that time forward. 29His future readers would owe a debt of gratitude to Mr Somervell and his teaching techniques.

         THE ROLE OF FINANCES IN SHAPING CHURCHILL’S WRITING CAREER

         Another aspect of Churchill’s life and character that would promote and require that he write not only for pleasure but also for financial compensation was his unquenchable need for cash. As a young man, he was always in need of money, for his lifestyle was beyond what he could afford on his meagre salaries from any of the positions or occupations he ever held. This began with his first position as a subaltern in the army after he graduated from Sandhurst, the British military academy. His army pay scale in the mid-1890s was not large – certainly not large enough to support his lifestyle and expensive hobbies such as polo. As noted by David Lough, ‘Subalterns in the 4th Hussars earned ten pounds a month, but they were expected to equip themselves for hunting and polo.’ Ever the resourceful individual, Churchill was able to acquire a horse from his aunt Duchess Lily (Lady Lily Spencer-Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough) and a $500 allowance from his mother so he could ‘maintain his position’.11 As would become evident to all, including his family, friends, bankers, and later to his beloved wife, Clementine, these resources were quite insufficient to meet his needs. He would begin to borrow significant money from individuals and banks. Churchill’s lifelong struggle with finances is described in detail in Lough’s book No More Champagne. Lough notes that, in the best of times, Churchill was barely able to keep his finances in order, and for much of his life until his very last years, he was continually in debt. Importantly, for significant periods, he was desperately in debt and near bankruptcy.12 This fact weighed heavily on Churchill, though it almost never kept him from wanting the best in terms of material objects and services. The underlying issue was not only that he wanted expensive things but also that he actually could not, or would not, restrain himself from purchasing them. Thus, writing for pay was an essential adjuvant to his income. It is fair to say that the vast preponderance of his income throughout his life was from his writing and that he lived ‘pen to mouth’.

         Churchill’s approach to financial budgeting was not what most of us would term prudent. He never really envisaged the need to decrease expenditure; rather, he always sought enhanced income to solve his financial issues. The 30concept of a balanced personal budget never really concerned him. With his love of and proficiency in the English language, writing was a natural avenue for generating income. Peter Clarke described the situation cogently:

         
            One thing is consistent in Winston’s lifelong financial strategy – if it can be called that. This was to seek any means of boosting current income rather than to effect significant cuts in expenditure. And here his mother really did help him – belatedly, improbably, spasmodically, but, on the whole, effectively. She helped her son fashion a career that paralleled and supported his political ambitions; that paid the bills; and that by most ordinary tests became his primary occupation and source of income – not so much a subsidiary career as one in which he was to achieve professional recognition and satisfaction as well as financial reward.13

         

         The third important factor in Churchill’s diligent pursuit of writing was that he recognised it could bring him name recognition not only from the voting public (he always knew that politics was his long-term goal), but also, more importantly, from people of influence in government, the military, and high society, including royals. These were the ones who could provide the right introductions, assure his inclusion in important social, business and political associations, and generally improve his chances of success. In addition, by reporting his military exploits as a war correspondent in dispatches to newspapers as he did in Cuba, India, the Sudan and South Africa, he might win medals or be named in official military dispatches to the press – recognition seen by him as essential to a burgeoning career. Churchill decided early in his military career that politics would be his professional goal and that he would not pursue a long-term military career.

         ACTIVE-DUTY WAR CORRESPONDENT

         Churchill joined the 4th Queen’s Own Hussars in January 1895. At that time, the British army had seen little active military combat since the early 1880s, so very few young soldiers had been able to display bravery under fire or win medals. In Churchill’s mind there seemed little reason to be in the army if one could not experience active war, win medals and obtain recognition as a stepping stone to additional pursuits. He saw bravery and heroism as the core requirements, and he stated as much in My Early Life: 31

         
            Rarity in a desirable commodity is usually the cause of enhanced value; and there has never been a time when war service was held in so much esteem by the military authorities or more ardently sought by officers of every rank. It was the swift road to promotion and advancement in every arm. It was the glittering gateway to distinction. It cast a glamour upon the fortunate possessor alike in the eyes of elderly gentlemen and young ladies.14

         

         Thus, in need of finding active service, Churchill characteristically and, as described in his own words, took action: ‘I searched the world for some scene of adventure or excitement.’15 Cuba was the answer; it was the only scene of active military fighting. Churchill continues the story:

         
            Accordingly it was to Cuba that I turned my eyes. I unfolded the project [to seek action] to a brother subaltern – Reginald Barnes – who afterwards long commanded Divisions in France, and found him keen.16

            Thus fortified, I wrote to my father’s old friend and Fourth Party colleague, Sir Henry Wolff, then our Ambassador at Madrid, asking whether he could procure us the necessary permissions from the Spanish military authorities. … Excellent introductions, formal and personal, soon arrived in a packet, together with the Ambassador’s assurance that we had only to reach Havana to be warmly welcomed by the Captain-General and shown all there was to see. Accordingly at the beginning of November 1895, we sailed for New York, and journeyed thence to Havana.17

         

         This is the approach Churchill would take for his entire military career: find action somewhere in the world; use personal contacts to get permission to travel there; and then create as much press coverage as possible. He also desired to be mentioned in miliary dispatches, gain military experience, establish himself as a war correspondent, be recognised for his valour, and win medals. In addition, he recognised that the written reports could, at a later stage, be the kernels for more extensive manuscripts and books.18 This, Churchill believed, was the best possible way to not only become successful in the army but also set a strong foundation for a political career – which 32was, in reality, his end game. This turned out to be an enormously successful approach.

         In November 1895, it must be remembered, Churchill was just turning twenty-one years of age; he had very recently joined the army with no experience; and was virtually unknown in the press and in the world. His advantages were that he had a famous name, well-positioned relatives, and a long list of distinguished contacts through those relatives. He also had an unquenchable thirst for recognition and success.

         Churchill and his friend Reginald Barnes set sail from Liverpool on the steamship Etruria for adventure in New York and then Cuba. Just before embarking, he secured a contract as a war correspondent with the Daily Graphic, a London newspaper, to send back reports from the front in Cuba.19 This was his first paying position as a writer. He was to be paid five guineas a letter. He would send a total of ten letters. As noted by Frederick Woods, Lady Randolph Churchill certainly helped to make this arrangement possible.20 Thus, prior to leaving, he had alerted the press to his plans of being an observer and war correspondent covering the Spanish forces in Cuba who were attempting to squelch a rebel uprising.

         When they arrived in New York City, the two young men stayed with Bourke Cockran, an old friend of Churchill’s mother’s who was a very well-placed lawyer and politician, and well connected to New York society – and, more importantly, to the American press. On their first night in town, Cockran hosted a large dinner party for Churchill and Barnes with the leading personalities of New York. They stayed in New York for a week and were wined and dined the entire time, with side trips to West Point, to the naval base in Brooklyn, and to fire stations in the city.21

         The press coverage in the United States began even before he arrived. On 8 November, it was reported that ‘one of the passengers on the Etruria, which is due today, is Winston Churchill, eldest son of the late Lord Randolph Churchill, and eldest grandson of the late Leonard Jerome. Winston Churchill will not only make his first visit to the United States, but he will be the first of the grandsons of Mr. Jerome to come to this country. Young Churchill will go to Cuba in order to go up country with the Spanish troops.’22

         A few days later, more information on Churchill is reported: ‘…on his way to Cuba to observe the maneuvers of modern warfare as practiced 33between the Cubans and the Spaniards. … He said today that his visit to Cuba was without diplomatic significance and that he would be simply an onlooker of any important engagements which might occur.’23

         Churchill, never one to be a passive observer, rides into action with the commanding generals, and it is reported in early December: ‘In the reports of the battle received here [the US] especial mention is made of the valorous [emphasis added] conduct of the English officers, Lieu. Winston Churchill … and Lieu. Barnes, both of the Fourth Hussars of the British army, who recently joined the Spanish forces in Cuba.’24

         On this same day, the Chicago Tribune published an article entitled ‘Churchill in a Fight’. They not only reported that Churchill was in the battle but also reprinted a full letter that Churchill had sent to the New York World newspaper in which he had described the battle and praised the Spanish army for their valour.25

         Churchill is clearly successful at getting his name in the press as both a brave and valorous soldier and a news correspondent. Churchill’s activities are widely covered both in the UK and North America. The Tribune article also suggests his presence will create diplomatic problems for England, the concern being why is a young, inexperienced British officer actively engaging in military combat and taking sides in an insurrection against a foreign power? However, counterbalancing quotations, including one by Churchill’s mother, state that he is only observing and not participating actively in the Spanish army.26 No major diplomatic issues ever arose.

         By mid-December, New York newspapers are printing articles with titles such as ‘They Cannot Win’. These are reports by Churchill assessing and critiquing the Spanish army and its chances of success. With incredible audacity, he reports,

         
            I think that owing to the nature of the country, the Spanish have before them a very difficult task in the suppression of the rebellion. Although I believe them to be brave and energetic, I do not think there is sufficient combination in the movement of their several columns to catch the insurgents or inflict upon them serious defeat. … If when the spring rains set in, Spain is in the same position that she is now, the probabilities are that the insurgents will win. 27

         

         34This from a twenty-one-year-old soldier seeing his first battle action and who is supposed to be a neutral observer.

         Importantly, the ten letters (military reports) Churchill sent back to London brought him for the first time to the attention of the Daily Graphic readers as having been involved in a serious military action and as a war correspondent. Furthermore, the fact that his story was picked up by a multitude of media outlets who then reported his activities further enhanced the impact he had been hoping to gain. The positive feedback that Churchill received from his coverage spurred him on to report on additional wars. All of this was pretty heady stuff for a twenty-one-year-old.

         Throughout this chapter, excerpts from contemporaneous newspaper accounts will be provided to illustrate just how the public read about Churchill and his exploits. The clippings highlight the significant impact a young man can have on his fellow citizens and on the global landscape. A few examples of the reports in London newspapers concerning his Cuba trip are shown in in Figures 1 and 2. In these newspaper articles it is, again, striking how boldly Churchill provided strong recommendations, criticism and unsolicited advice to the politicians and military leaders of Spain and Cuba.

         Churchill’s next ‘assignment’ was to be a correspondent when he was on active duty in India on the North-West Frontier. He is patently clear on what he hopes to attain as a correspondent. He wrote to his mother to obtain help in achieving it:

         
            Herewith two letters for the D. T. [Daily Telegraph]. I do not know what terms you have made with them, but it should certainly not be less than £10 per letter. Having read please forward – and decide whether they should be signed or not. I am myself very much in favour of signing – as otherwise I get no credit for the letters. It may help me politically to come before the public in this way.28

         

         Much to his chagrin, Churchill’s mother had accepted £5 per letter and no byline. He berated his mother for her choices but in the end had to live with those terms. While in India, he wrote dispatches in 1897 not only for the Daily Telegraph but also for the Pioneer Mail and Indian Weekly News, published in both the UK and India. Churchill’s agreement with the Pioneer was to cable them 300 words a day. In total, he would send thirty-two reports.29 35

         
            
[image: ]Figure 1. News article in Pall Mall, London, 10 December 1895, p. 6.
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         Although Churchill was dissatisfied with the terms reached with the Daily Telegraph (he grumbled about it for months), he had accomplished most of his initial goals: he had a national byline, even if it was ‘By a Young Officer’ rather than his name, and he had a national voice for his opinions; and his mother ‘ensured that everyone of note – from the Prince of Wales down – knew the identity of the young officer.’30

         It should come as no surprise that Churchill’s dispatches were well written, full of action and filled with Churchillian verse, and although they covered what normally would be included in battlefield reporting, they were not bereft of opinion and commentary far beyond normal reporting. He was not averse to criticising generals, government officials or the Cabinet. Thus, he not only engendered praise from the reading public for his writing skills but was also regarded with disdain by officials both in the army and the government. Those officials did not appreciate a junior subaltern criticising and publicly challenging the decisions made by their leaders. These feelings would continue throughout Churchill’s reporting of the conflicts in the Sudan and South Africa. Churchill wrote the way he thought best, and he would never stop espousing his views. He always kept his long-range goals in mind. To that end, even before all his dispatches to the Daily Telegraph were published, he had already begun to write a manuscript about the Indian campaign which, in short order, would become his first book, The Story of the Malakand Field Force.

         This multitasking set the stage for the approach to writing that Churchill would embrace for the next fifty years and more; he typically had several books actively under construction or in editing, along with numerous articles for periodicals or newspapers. He would come to create a veritable writing machine staffed by multiple secretaries, researchers and proofreaders, all completely overseen and actively managed by Churchill with his prodigious mind, memory and work ethos.

         The publication of The Story of the Malakand Field Force was well received. Many newspapers printed positive reviews (see Figures 3 and 4). This was exactly the type of press coverage that Churchill craved. This first book and its reviews had a particularly important impact on his self-esteem, and they provided a great impetus for him to continue writing. When reminiscing about this time, Churchill would write in My Early Life, ‘The reader must remember I had never been praised before. The only comments which had 37ever been made upon my work at school had been “indifferent”, “Untidy”, “Slovenly”, “Bad”, “very bad”, etc.’31 Although this statement is an obvious exaggeration, it demonstrates how much the adulation regarding the book meant to him and spurred him on to continue writing. He recognised that writing brought him three things critically important for his career: money, recognition and, now, praise for his literary skills. Churchill’s multifaceted skill set was recognised by important personages including the Prince of Wales and Ian Hamilton, an important military leader who wrote in 1898, ‘You have in you the raw materials for several successful careers.’32
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         Savrola, begun while he was in transit to India to join the Malakand operation, was Churchill’s only ‘serious’ foray into fiction. He began the book before he created The Story of the Malakand Field Force but did not finish it until after Malakand was complete and while he was completing The River War. Savrola would hardly be remembered were it not written by Winston Churchill. Its characters are thinly disguised, based on people in Churchill’s life. In addition to Lucile, a character who suggests Lady Randolph, and Savrola, one who is similar to Churchill himself, there is even a nurse who has many of the characteristics of Mrs Everest, his beloved nanny.33 The goal of the book was, again, to attract press coverage and name recognition for Churchill. As he wrote to his mother in September 1897,

         
            In my novel I develop the idea that a ‘politician’ very often possesses mere physical courage. Military opinion is of course contrary. But at any rate whatever I do afterwards, no one can say anything against me on this score. I rode on my grey pony all along the skirmish line where everyone else was lying down in cover. Foolish perhaps, but I play for high stakes and given an audience there is no act too daring or too noble. Without the gallery things are different. … Still I should like to come back and wear my medals at some big dinner or some other function.34

         

         Here he is describing battle behaviour that is simply not smart or appropriate: riding a bright colored horse in full view of the enemy. He is, of course, playing up to his fellow soldiers, hoping to be noticed and get named in dispatches back in London, and to be awarded medals for bravery. The novel would be published in 1900, but before its release, Churchill 40would serialise the book in eight parts, from May to December 1899, in Macmillan’s Magazine. This was another approach Churchill would use frequently throughout his career; he would publish components of a new book in magazine form before the book’s release. This not only gave greater exposure and advertising for the book but also generated additional income.

         Churchill’s next notable duty as a correspondent came when, following all the political influence he and his mother could muster, he was appointed to Kitchener’s army in the Sudan. The tone of the notice he received for this appointment speaks volumes to how unwelcome he was:

         
            You have been attached as a supernumerary Lieutenant to the 21st Lancers for the Sudan campaign. You are to report at once at the Abassiyeh Barracks, Cairo, to the Regimental Headquarters. It is understood that you will proceed at your own expense and that in the event of your being killed or wounded in the impending operation, or for any other reason, no charge of any kind will fall on the British Army Funds.35

         

         One of the promises made to political and military leaders in order to obtain Churchill’s appointment was that he would refrain from actively writing about the campaign. This, however, was not to be. The ruse Churchill employed was to send the reports as those of an unnamed soldier to a friend. That friend just happened to be Oliver Borthwick, the owner of the Morning Post. It was agreed that, when they were published, the newspaper would conveniently, if not quite truthfully, describe the reports as being sent from a private soldier to a friend. Churchill, however, was not above letting friends know who wrote the reports, as he stated in a letter to Aylmer Haldane: ‘If you look in the Morning Post it is possible you will see that one of my friends has committed and continues to commit an unpardonable breach of confidence by publishing letters of mine. Don’t give away the pious fraud as I do not want to be recalled….’36 From August through October 1898, Churchill would write sixteen published reports in the Morning Post.37 For this assignment, Churchill was paid £15 per article. As he had done previously, he not infrequently criticised Kitchener, the army and politicians. This inflamed Kitchener and even offended the Prince of Wales, who felt compelled to admonish him: 41

         
            I fear that in matters of discipline in the army I may be old-fashioned and I must say that I think an officer serving in a campaign should not write letters for the newspapers or express strong opinions of how the operations were carried out. If the Sirdar [Kitchener], as you say, viewed your joining his force with dislike – it is I am sure merely because he knows you write, for which he has the greatest objection I understand – and I cannot help agreeing with him….38

         

         Although this was a significant rebuke by the Prince, Churchill likely took some delight in the letter, knowing that his commentary was being read by those whom he had wanted to read it and that the Prince thought it important enough to write to him about it. Even as is often held to be the case today, many personages believed that when it came to advertising, all news was good news. Churchill’s involvement in the battle at Omdurman and his reports in the press concerning the cavalry charge led to further press coverage, as he was frequently invited to speak about these experiences. (See Figure 5 for an example of this type of coverage.)

         His experience in the Sudan with the ‘exhilarating’ cavalry charge and the publication of his newspaper reports led Churchill to fulfil his larger goals of national recognition with the publication of a substantial two-volume book, The River War. This book was much more than an amalgamation of his newspaper pieces. It was a historically important and academic effort that required much in-depth research. It was the first publication for which Churchill adopted academic-type research approaches. He certainly had not been formally trained in such endeavours; he had had no university experience. The book placed this specific military operation in the broader context of the events leading up to the need for this battle. These included all the political, social, religious and territorial rights battles which resulted in the death of General Charles George Gordon at Khartoum in 1885. His death, and the British response to it, provided the impetus for the later Sudan campaign in 1898 known as the Battle of Omdurman, where the combined forces were led by Kitchener. Churchill was in the cavalry charge of this battle as a member of the 21st Lancers. 42
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         Churchill’s book provides an in-depth discussion of the political and religious history of the region. It is worth noting that at this time Churchill was writing his books without the aid of paid researchers. He spent 43considerable time researching and travelling back to the Sudan to obtain material for the book. River War, which runs to more than 900 pages, provides a massive amount of material on the geopolitics, religion and historical background leading up to Kitchener’s Sudan campaign. The creation of this book markedly expanded Churchill’s experience and approach to writing, in general. More specifically, it set a precedent: his future books would require significant levels of research. An excellent and comprehensive description of how Churchill wrote the book is provided by Cohen in his Bibliography.39 The book would command excellent reviews, and reviews of the book would begin to note Churchill’s previous military exploits and publications, which must have pleased Churchill immensely and further energised his writing. It is notable that when these reviews (see Figures 6 and 7) were published, Churchill was deeply involved in the Boer War.

         CIVILIAN REPORTER AND PRISONER OF WAR

         His next and by far most impactful role as a reporter came in the Boer War. Churchill was first invited by the founder of the Daily Mail to become their reporter in South Africa. At this time, he had resigned from the army, and so he would be a civilian reporter. By now, Churchill felt empowered by the success that he had had as a reporter. As he described, Oliver Borthwick

         
            …came to offer me an appointment as principal War Correspondent of the Morning Post, £250 a month, all expenses paid, entire discretion as to movements and opinions, four months’ minimum guarantee of employment – such were the terms; higher, I think, than any previously paid in British journalism to War Correspondents, and certainly attractive to a young man of twenty-four with no responsibilities but to earn his own living. The earliest steamer, the Dunottar Castle, sailed on the 11th [October 1899], and I took my passage forthwith.40

         

         Churchill had now achieved another level of recognition as a reporter and writer. Further fame would shortly follow. This is not the place to recount all of Churchill’s audacious adventures during the Boer War. While Churchill was riding in an armoured train to gather information for his dispatches, the train was derailed by the Boers. He was assumed (for good reason) to be a combatant and was captured and kept as a prisoner of war. He escaped, to 44international acclaim, then rejoined the army, serving in the South African Light Cavalry until he finally resigned to come home and begin his political career. From November 1899 until December 1900, Churchill would file and publish more than 130 articles in the Morning Post. In addition, excerpts from these articles would appear in a large number of British newspapers such as The Times, Standard, Daily News, and Daily Telegraph.41
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         It is important to highlight the dramatic turn in media focus following Churchill’s capture by the Boers, from Churchill as war reporter to Churchill as deeply engaged in the action of the war. This new press coverage was truly remarkable in terms of the number of dispatches published in newspapers around the world and also the sizes of the headlines and how positive and laudatory the reports of his actions and bravery were. The Morning Post went so far as to reprint summaries of what other newspapers had written about Churchill. For example, on 18 November 1899, the Morning Post published a summary of articles reprinted from eighteen other British newspapers.42 (See Figure 8 for an excerpt of this article.) Each paper had breathlessly described his capture with terms such as ‘hero’, ‘greatest coolness and courage’, ‘most gallantly’, ‘fearlessly’, ‘hero of the hour’, ‘courageous conduct’, ‘most brilliant’, and ‘hereditary gallantry’. The story of his capture was reported worldwide (see Figures 8–11). These praises would surely ring loudly in Churchill’s mind and would be just the sort of public praise he had always striven for. In addition, the newspapers would link these heroics with Churchill’s literary skills, as reported in the Daily Telegraph: ‘Mr. Churchill is the well-known author of a recent book on the Soudan Expedition, as well as of a work on the Malakand Campaign, the son of the late Randolph Churchill, and a young man of brilliant promise.43

         If the story of his capture produced an abundance of press, his escape created an even greater frenzy of acclaim and plaudits, raising his status to almost hero worship. More than a hundred years on, it is difficult to capture how large an event this was and how international the coverage was. To attempt to capture some idea of the scope of the coverage, the commercial electronic newspaper archive Newspapers.com was searched for reports of Churchill’s escape in newspapers in 1899. A number of qualifying caveats need to be understood. First, although this is an international newspaper database, it certainly is not inclusive of all or even the majority of newspapers worldwide. It is United States–centric and does not include non-English 47newspapers. Recognising all of these disclaimers, the search produces 3,729 citations of Churchill’s escape. Of these, 2,579 are in US newspapers, 818 in the UK, and 163 are in Canada. Figures 12 to 14 show excerpts from representative international articles. They highlight the types of headlines he was receiving – and their sizes – as well as the people who were lauding his courage and character. Through his efforts and exploits, Churchill had now become a significant personage who was recognised worldwide at the age of twenty-five. He now felt ready to launch himself into politics. This was all brought about by his skills as a reporter and his gallant military exploits. He was clearly a professional writer who could support himself quite nicely if he so chose. Churchill had achieved the goals he had set for himself when he had set out to be a writer: international recognition and acclaim.
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         Churchill, as was his wont, turned his experiences and these dispatches into additional articles and two full books, London to Ladysmith Via Pretoria and Ian Hamilton’s March. Thus, by the age of twenty-six, he had established himself as a writer of note and an international personage, and he had developed an occupation which would help sustain him financially. In addition, in 1900, he was elected to Parliament.

         Churchill was proud of the new occupation and the financial remuneration associated with it.

         He later stated in My Early Life that ‘the sales of the River War and of my two books of war correspondence from South Africa, together with the 51ten months salary amounts to £2500 from the Morning Post, had me in possession of more than £4000.’44 To put this amount in perspective, this would be the equivalent of about £640,000 in today’s money.

         READING AS A PREREQUISITE TO WRITING

         The South African War would be the last time Churchill covered a war as a full-time reporter, though he certainly continued to write of his personal experiences concerning war. He was now launching his career as a politician. Woods summed up his position vis à vis his writing occupation when he commented:

         
            Henceforth, journalism always loomed large in Churchill’s life, but from now on the major impetus was political. Professional journalism had served its purpose for the time being. But in so doing, it had started one of the twentieth century’s greatest writers on one of his several careers. And if Churchill’s literary verve succumbed from time to time to the extended purple patches of rhetoric, at least it started – and succeeded – in the toughest sphere of all.45

         

         Although Churchill’s penchant and need for reading began early in life, his reading habits from childhood on (at least up until the time he wrote My Early Life) are worthy of mention for the purposes of this book. What one reads and studies shapes one’s world view and approach to writing. Churchill was no exception, but there is no comprehensive list of the books that Churchill read, and his impressive library had, by and large, dispersed at the time of his death, although there are some remnants at Chartwell.

         Referring to his early schooling, Churchill noted that ‘The greatest pleasure I had in those days was reading. When I was nine and a half my father gave me Treasure Island, and I remember the delight with which I devoured it.’46 A recent article notes that the young Churchill enjoyed the popular novels of Henry Rider Haggard and that he specifically requested his new novel, Jess (1887), from his mother. The article provides much additional insight into Churchill the reader and book collector.47

         After leaving school, while serving in the army in India, Churchill realised that, having not gone to university, he had not been exposed to much of the great literature and thinkers. He resolved to correct the deficit 52by his own hard work. He embarked on an impressive self-education and improvement programme. As he states in My Early Life,
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            So I resolved to read history, philosophy, economics, and things like that; and I wrote to my mother asking for such books as I had heard of on these topics. She responded with alacrity, and every month the mail brought me a substantial package of what I thought were standard works. In history I decided to begin with Gibbon. Someone had told me that my father had read Gibbon with delight; that he knew whole pages of it by heart, and that it had greatly affected his style of speech and writing. So without more ado I set out upon the eight volumes of Dean Milman’s edition of Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. I was immediately dominated both by the story and the style. All through the long glistening middle hours of the Indian day, from when we quitted stables till the evening shadows proclaimed the hour of Polo, I devoured Gibbon.48

         

         He would go on to read Macaulay, Plato, Aristotle, Darwin, Malthus – and the list goes on and on. He was clearly absorbing and critiquing various styles of writing and forming his own concepts of how he would meld them into his own unique style. Churchill considered this self-education in India to be the most impactful education he received.

         After Churchill’s army days, he continued to read voraciously for the rest of his life. The scope of literature that he enjoyed was wide-ranging. However, it excluded hard-core science, which he never really embraced – although he certainly was captivated by science fiction, particularly the works of H.G. Wells. A brief mention of some of his favourite topics and books will be provided here. The reader is also directed to the recent article noted above for more detail.49

         History and military history were what he most frequently read, including everything on Napoleon and Marlborough, Gibbon’s The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire and Hallam’s multi-volume Constitutional History of England. In the realm of poetry he enjoyed Keats, Milton, Tennyson, Housman, Wordsworth and Burns. He enjoyed much French literature; he amassed a very large collection of literature and history in French. He liked reading in French, particularly original editions. He also enjoyed conversing 55in French – although his facility with conversational French, according to most sources, was less than adequate. Churchill recognised this fact and even made jokes about it. When he met with native French speakers, he always desired to speak French with them, much to their chagrin. At one conference, as the French were struggling to understand him, a gentleman who was attempting to help the conversation had Churchill turn to him and say, ‘Would you please stop translating my French into French!’50

         Novels by both American and British authors, including Hardy, Dickens, Austen, Twain, Harriet Beecher Stowe and Steinbeck were of great interest to him, and he enjoyed reading them to relax. Works of philosophy, such as Plato’s Republic and Aristotle’s Ethics and Politics, were among those he read less frequently. Dramatic plays from Greek, Roman and modern times, especially Shakespeare, were frequently read. The great breadth of his readings surely impacted his writing and provided him a wealth of knowledge from which to recall the many quotes and allusions to literature that he included in all he wrote. As would be expected, when Churchill was writing one of his myriad books, the topic being written about took front stage in his reading repertoire. To say that Churchill was extremely well read would be an understatement; the frequency with which he quoted the world’s literature attests to that fact.

         That Churchill was a serious reader (and collector) of books with a prodigious memory and detailed recall of content has been ably documented by a wide range of observers. A few vignettes and stories will suffice to make the point.

         In a letter to his wife that was written in February 1924 while he was working on his book The World Crisis, Churchill notes, ‘I continue to read a great deal about the war, consuming on average a book a day.’51

         Churchill was a lifelong admirer and voracious reader of Shakespeare. His recall of what he had read in Shakespeare would significantly disturb Richard Burton, the magnificent Shakespearean actor. Burton recalled that in 1953, Churchill came to see him perform Hamlet at the Old Vic. He notes, ‘I came on stage, feeling absolutely diabolical [he had been in hospital], and I hear this diabolical rumble in the front rows of the stalls. I wondered what it was. It was Winston speaking the lines with me. I could not shake him off … in “To be or not to be” he was with me to the death.’52 For those who are curious, that is twenty-four lines of verse! A 56much longer demonstration of his recall was exhibited when, as a student, he recited from memory 1,200 lines of Macaulay’s Lays of Ancient Rome to win a school prize.53

         A final vignette: during Churchill’s visit to Washington in 1943, he and Roosevelt and their entourage were travelling to Shangri-La (now called Camp David) when Harry Hopkins, advisor to Roosevelt, recited the first two lines of John Greenleaf Whittier’s poem Barbara Frietchie, an 1863 Civil War poem about an elderly woman challenging a Confederate general and supporting the American flag. No one else in the entourage continued on with the poem, so Churchill picked up the lines from memory and continued to the end of the poem with others chiming in on the chorus. Churchill noted that the group, including Roosevelt, was astonished that he knew the entire poem. Churchill later noted that no one had corrected his errors, even though he was sure he had made some mistakes.54 Understandably so, as Churchill certainly hadn’t read the poem in years prior to his recitation.

         In a 1929 article, Politicians and Their Books, Walter T. Roberts describes the books in the libraries of major political figures, as well as those leaders’ current reading interests. He includes Stanley Baldwin, David Lloyd George and Winston Churchill. Roberts’s article was published while Churchill was writing My Early Life. According to the author, Churchill ‘is probably the most widely read man in political life today’. He continues:

         
            In Mr. Winston Churchill’s library, at his home near Westerham, there is to be found one of the most varied collections of books possessed by any book-lover. Modern fiction, French and English, English classics, the Greek and Latin classics, books on philosophy, all kinds of memoirs, histories of all kinds, poetical works, dramatic works, all jostle on the bookshelves. And it is safe to say that the owner has read every book in his curiously assorted collection.55

         

         It is apparent that Churchill’s only novel, Savrola, written when he was twenty-three, contains much autobiography. At this time, he was only beginning his library in earnest, but through his discussion of Savrola’s library we can easily picture the type of library he imagined for himself (the below quote was written by Churchill in Savrola and quoted by Roberts in his article): 57

         
            The room was lit by electric light in portable shaded lamps. The walls were covered with shelves filled with well-used volumes. To that Pantheon of Literature none were admitted till they had been read and valued. It was a various library – the philosophy of Schopenhauer divided Kant from Hegel, who jostled the memoirs of St. Simon and the latest French novel; Rasselas and La Curée lay side by side; eight substantial volumes of Gibbon’s History were not perhaps inappropriately prolonged by a fine edition of Decameron; the Origin of Species rested by the side of a black-letter Bible [this speaks volumes about Churchill’s beliefs]; the Republic maintained an equilibrium with Vanity Fair and the History of Modern European Morals. A volume of Macaulay’s Essays lay on the writing-table itself. The library of the imagination of a young man of twenty-three has become, on a much more extensive scale, the actual library of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The rapidity with which Mr. Churchill has always been able to read allows him to indulge in general reading more extensively than any other man actively engaged in public affairs finds time to do.56

         

         As noted above, Churchill wrote extensively about his early war experiences in both articles for the press and book format. Churchill always envisaged that these publications would later be used in the creation of an autobiography. Thus, they presaged the publication of My Early Life. There were two types of publications created from Churchill’s life experiences: the group that were published shortly after the events described (1895–1900), and those that were written more than twenty years later (1920s). The latter group would not only enhance his income but, more importantly, also be used directly, as will be seen in the next chapter, as the backbone framework for certain sections of his autobiography. As was often Churchill’s custom with his latter books, some publications were created specifically as prepublication market-enhancers for My Early Life.

         The following is a list of all the Churchill publications containing materials used directly in the creation of My Early Life. 58

         BOOKS AND COLLECTIONS OF WAR

CORRESPONDENCE AND HISTORIC VOLUMES

         
	
The Story of the Malakand Field Force, London, Longmans, Green and Co., 1898, 1st Br. ed.

            	
The River War: An Historical Account of the Reconquest of the Sudan, London, Green and Co., 1899 (2 volumes), 1st Br. ed.

            	
London to Ladysmith Via Pretoria, London, Longmans and Co., 1900, 1st Br. ed.

            	
Ian Hamilton’s March, London, Longmans, Green and Co., 1900, 1st Br. ed.

         

ANTHOLOGIES OF WAR CORRESPONDENCE

PUBLISHED POST RELEASE OF MY EARLY LIFE


         It should be noted that Churchill had access to all the original correspondence (dispatches) later published in these anthologies listed below at the time of the writing of My Early Life.

         
	
Frontiers and Wars, London, Eyre & Spottswood, 1962. This is a condensed version of war correspondence from his first four frontier wars.

            	
Young Winston’s Wars: The Original Dispatches of Winston S. Churchill War Correspondent 1897-1900, Frederick Woods, ed., London, Leo Cooper, London, 1972. Covers India, Sudan and South Africa.

         

PUBLISHED ARTICLES ABOUT WAR EXPERIENCES, 1923–1925

         From December 1923 through August 1925, Churchill would publish a series of thirteen articles about the exciting experiences he had had in India, the Sudan and South Africa for prominent periodicals in both the UK and the US, such as the Strand Magazine, Cosmopolitan, and Nash’s Pall Mall. These are listed below.

         
	‘My Escape From the Boers’
        
               
               
	
Strand Magazine, December 1923, Vol. LXVI, 537–40, 542–4, 546–7

                  	
Strand Magazine, January 1924, Vol. LXVII, 14–18, 20–23

                  	
Cosmopolitan, January 1924, Vol. LXXVI, No. 1, 30–34, 161–6

               



            	‘The Eve of Omdurman’; ‘Omdurman’
        
               
               
	
Nash’s Pall Mall, February 1925, Vol. LXXIV, No. 382, 46–7. 124–7 59


                  	
Nash’s Pall Mall, March 1925, Vol. LXXIV, No. 283, 42–3, 124–7

               



            	‘A Trapped Armored Train’
        
               
               
	
Cosmopolitan, January 1925, Vol. LXXVIII, No. 7, 70–72

               



            	‘In an Indian Valley’
        
               
               
	
Nash’s Pall Mall, September 1927, Vol. LXXIX, no. 412, 20–23, 95–7

               



            	‘When I Was Young’; ‘A Hand-To-Hand Fight with Desert Fanatics’
        
               
               
	
Strand Magazine, December 1924, Vol. LXVIII, 604–12

                  	
Cosmopolitan, December 1924, Vol. LXXVII, No. 6, 94–5, 152–5

               



            	‘My Difference with Kitchener’; ‘A Difference With Kitchener’
        
               
               
	
Cosmopolitan, November 1924, Vol. LXXVII, No. 5, 60–61, 135–7

                  	
Nash’s Pall Mall, January 1925, Vol. LXXIV, No. 381, 46–7, 111–14

               



            	‘When I Risked Court Martial in Search of War’
        
               
               
	
Cosmopolitan, October 1924, Vol. LXXVII, 80–81, 112–13

               



            	‘How Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill, MP and General Botha First Met’
        
               
               
	
Nash’s Pall Mall, August 1925, Vol. LXXV, 48–49, 134, 136, 138

               



         

These articles were written in 1923–1925, during the remarkably busy period of Churchill’s life when he was attempting to return to Parliament following the loss of his seat in late 1922; doing major renovations on Chartwell; and frantically writing to generate income. Shortly after Churchill lost his seat, he moved his family to Cannes, where he spent his time painting and writing part of The World Crisis, his multivolume history of the First World War. Churchill’s financial status in this period was disastrous. The costs of renovations for Chartwell had been grossly underestimated and did nothing but climb, climb, and climb again as it was discovered just how dilapidated and deteriorated all the components of the ancient house were. As Roberts has stated, ‘The costs of renovating and running Chartwell were debilitating.’57 Churchill’s characteristic response was to talk about cost-cutting but never implement it, while borrowing more money and working harder at writing more to increase inward cash flow. For those interested in the gory but fascinating details of Churchill’s finances, please see David Lough’s excellent book No More Champagne: Churchill and His Money.58 By November 1924, he was not only back in Parliament but had also been appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer. This appointment only made his life busier and more hectic, yet it did not slow his writing or his output of articles and books. 60

         There are a number of reasons Churchill began this series of articles retelling the story of his dramatic adventures as a young soldier and reporter. First, as was just mentioned, Churchill was in dire need of money and writing is what he did for money. Secondly, as Churchill states in the preamble to the first instalment in the Strand Magazine in December 1923,

         
            During the Boer War, in which I acted as War Correspondent for the Morning Post and later served as a Lieutenant in the South African Light Horse, I gave some account of my escape from Pretoria. It was not, however, possible for me to tell the full story. To have done so would have been to compromise the liberty and perhaps the lives of those who helped me, and also to aggravate needlessly the difficulties of other British prisoners then still in captivity. For many years these reasons have disappeared; but I have not found the time or inclination to return to those exciting days, having since then been plunged almost continuously in strife and stress. Now for the first time having recovered that leisure [he was not a member of Parliament anymore] and freedom from worry and anxiety to which we look forward as a sequel to stirring times, I have found it possible again to turn over the records and memoranda of this vanished epoch in British affairs, and to complete an account which when it had been written had necessarily to be mutilated and mysterious.59

         

         This is the main reason Churchill provides for the rewriting of his early wartime experiences, and the one he wants us all to believe. However, a third reason is that he was preparing and gathering material needed to write his autobiography, which would be an even more extensive and action-filled rendition of his youthful exploits. He would excerpt heavily from these articles. Substantial sections were transcribed in toto into the autobiography. (This will be discussed in detail in Chapter 4.) Churchill would start writing the book in earnest in 1928.

         Finally, a less-recognised, but still important, fourth reason to republish the events – particularly his escape from the Boers – was Churchill’s desire to get into print his full and complete version of what transpired during his escape. Following his initial presentation of his escape in the newspaper reports and, subsequently, in book form, Captain Haldane, a 61colleague and senior officer, challenged Churchill’s version of his escape both behind the scenes and, sometimes, quite publicly. Haldane said that Churchill had escaped using Haldane’s plan and had then left Haldane in the lurch while escaping alone. Haldane believed that Churchill had not thought or worried about the others who had been part of the plan but had been selfish and uncaring. Churchill did not agree. A full discussion of this topic can be found in Roy Jenkins’s book Churchill: A Biography.60 Churchill and Haldane would never fully agree on what had actually happened. For additional information on this topic, see Appendix 6 Chapter 4 Escape.

         From Churchill’s perspective, publishing his full version of his escape had the effect on the public that he had desired. The two-part Strand article published in 1923-24 and a similar article published in 1924 in North America in Cosmopolitan were highly advertised and very well received by the public, if not by Haldane.61 Newspapers by the dozens across the UK, the US and Canada carried articles about the periodical story as well as advertisements promoting the publications. In the UK, one newspaper stated that

         
            In Mr. Churchill’s article, ‘My Escape from the Boers’ – now told in full for the first time, the Christmas ‘Strand Magazine’ has an exceptionally attractive feature. It will be remembered that during the Boer War Mr. Churchill gave some account of his escape from Pretoria, though it was not possible for him to tell the full story. It is a thrilling story, most graphically told.62

         

         Advertisements carried large-letter headlines such as ‘The Rt. Hon. Winston S. Churchill – The First of the Exciting Chapters from his dramatic life – My Escape From the Boers.’63 The later article ‘A Trapped Armored Train’ was also widely advertised.64 Churchill’s version of the story thus received the worldwide coverage he had desired.

         As will be seen, large sections of all the articles listed above were excerpted and placed in the autobiography. Churchill’s approach to writing books and articles was always to have them reviewed by professional friends, experts and literati. He followed this same pattern for his article ‘My Escape From the Boers’.

         In a 27 September 1923 letter to Edward (Eddie) Marsh, private secretary, friend and frequent reviewer of much of his literary work, Churchill wrote: 62

         
            My dear Eddie,

            
                

            

            You are always so kind in looking over my other stuff and I have such confidence in your English and punctuation, that I should be grateful to you if you would look through the proof of one or two articles I have written lately. The first is about my escape from the Boers which I have written for the Strand Magazine. I will send you the second portion of it if you will let me.

            Yours ever,

            
                

            

                                W65

         

         This literary relationship between Churchill and Marsh would bear much fruit over the years. Another interaction between them, which took place shortly after the publication of My Early Life, illuminates much of Churchill’s thinking about his approach to writing. In 1932, Churchill’s friend the newspaper magnate Lord Riddell, who had received an inscribed My Early Life as a gift in 1930, asked Churchill if he would be willing to write six articles on some of the world’s great literature ‘as retold by Winston Churchill’. These were not to be summaries (à la York Notes or CliffsNotes) concerning the themes and take-home points but, rather, Churchill’s own spin on the story. Churchill was thrilled; he thought the idea fabulous. Not surprisingly, Churchill would be well compensated for his work. Churchill hired Marsh to help with this project. Marsh created first drafts of about 2,500 words on books such as Ben-Hur, The Count of Monte Cristo, and Jane Eyre, among many others. These would be published in newspapers such as the News of the World and the Chicago Tribune.66

         Churchill wrote to Marsh, ‘If I had read about 2,500 words of your ideas on each of the selected books, it would be a foundation of which I could tell my story. I shall of course be writing them all again myself.’67 This would be the start of another of Churchill’s writing ‘cottage industries’, and it would fit in well with the other works in which he was constantly engaged. His staff would eventually term these pieces ‘potboilers’, as they were relatively short pieces, quick to produce, quick to get out the door, and quick to return good money.68

         Churchill’s approach to these ‘retellings’ was to make them new and exciting – not just boring condensations or summaries of facts. In his 63correspondence with Marsh, Churchill made it clear that his goal was to have each article submitted to the publisher total about 5,000 words. Marsh created a draft of the Count of Monte Cristo for review and discussion with Churchill. Churchill was quick to reply: ‘[W]e are not writing great stories summarised, but great stories retold.’ (Obviously, retold in Churchill’s voice and manner, full of excitement and word play.) Churchill continued: ‘It is essential to select the salient features of the tale and make them live in their fullness, leaving the rest in darkness. In Monte Cristo I shall give 1000 words to the plot against Dantès and 2500 to the terrific prison drama and 1500 to the revenge. That well fixes the dimensions.’69 The retellings would use Churchill’s words and phrasing and his selection of the storyline to highlight what he thought was most important and interesting about these great works, not necessarily what the author might have thought most important. This approach makes these works still worthy of reading and able to be enjoyed.

         These works ended up being extremely popular and well received. In total, there would be eighteen such pieces published. A full description of them in provided in Cohen’s Bibliography.70 Churchill had developed a distinctive personal voice and style in all his written works. This approach, especially as it relates to My Early Life, will be further described throughout this book.

         Finally, Phyllis Moir, one of Churchill’s private secretaries who wrote of her experiences with Churchill as a writer, commented upon Churchill’s pathway to success:

         
            The solid foundation of these achievements has been a boundless zest for living, a keen sense of personal integrity, and an infinite capacity for taking pains. The lad who was at the bottom of the bottom class at Harrow made himself into one of the finest authors and orators of the English language. How? By years of eager, purposive reading; years of reading not the good but the best; years devoted to thinking about words, sounding them out to himself; years of endlessly polishing and repolishing everything he wrote until he could do no better. He disciplined a ‘brilliant but erratic’ mind until its tidiness was the envy of every civil servant.71 64
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            Chapter 3

            Writing My Early Life

         

         Before describing the writing of My Early Life, it is prudent to describe the process Churchill utilised to write his books by the late 1920s or early 1930s. Although Churchill produced a prodigious quantity of books, articles, pamphlets, short stories – and even a screen play – he was never a full-time or professional writer in the classic sense. That is, he was not trained academically as a writer, historian or journalist. He was, in fact, mostly self-educated in literature, history, and politics through the extensive reading that began when he was a student at Harrow and then, in an accelerated self-designed programme, as a young officer in India. In spite of his suggestion that he was a poor student, Churchill did indeed learn much history and certainly learned how to write well while at Harrow. He won a number of awards for his academic prowess in English. His lack of an academic diploma at university would trouble Churchill himself – or, at least, so he claimed – and would tarnish his career in the minds of some academics and professional newspaper editors and even at the Royal Academy. Woods cites examples of this biased and not infrequently held opinion.1 For example, Colin Coote, the managing editor of the Daily Telegraph, wrote of Churchill in 1953, ‘Churchill is certainly the King of the Freelancers, but he is not a professional.’2 This would seem to be a bit petty in its pronouncement, as Churchill had been one of the highest, if not the highest, paid correspondents in his early career, and he would continue to be paid vast sums for his articles and praised widely for his writings.3 Not only was he paid well, but, as has been described previously, his writings were also widely sought after and published in newspapers and periodicals around the world. In addition, he had created multiple books from his wartime reporting which had been well received, as was his biography of his father, 68Lord Randolph Churchill. It is unclear what Churchill would have had to do to have been considered a professional in Coote’s mind.

         Another example is this comment by Professor J.H. Plumb: ‘In those fields where his work challenges comparison with professional history, Churchill remains, by the most generous assessment, a gifted amateur.’4 Certainly, none of these types of comments detracted from Churchill’s appeal to the non-academic and wider public or his success in publishing and selling his books. It is widely accepted that he was one of the most successful and profitable writers of the twentieth century.5 Nor did the lack of a university degree prevent the Nobel Committee from awarding him the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1953.

         Recognising that he was not a full-time writer, how did someone who was obviously talented, with a prodigious memory and an apparently indefatigable work ethic, create so many excellent manuscripts for publication while performing his duties as a politician, parliamentarian and speaker? Churchill’s duties when he was a cabinet minister were especially time-consuming, yet he still managed to be a prolific writer at those times. The most senior of these positions included being the First Lord of the Admiralty (twice), Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Prime Minister (twice).

         The only way to accomplish this task was to create an effective and high-performing writing organisation that had a flexibility responsive to Churchill’s schedule, and sufficient structure and people to work continually and in harmony – much like an orchestra, with Churchill as the supreme conductor. This is exactly what Churchill did at Chartwell, beginning in the 1920s. According to Woods, ‘Lord Randolph Churchill was the first and last major work that Churchill tackled single-handedly; it was the last he physically wrote.’6 Beginning with his work on The World Crisis, his writing organisation was composed of paid research assistants (usually young men just out of university); his personal secretaries, such as Mrs Pearman, who was with Churchill as he wrote My Early Life; typists and stenographers to take dictation; and a large cadre of friends, associates, noted experts and colleagues to whom Churchill would turn when in need of particular facts or skill sets. In addition, when he was nearing the final set of galley proofs, he would enlist leading military and political leaders to provide feedback. The size and scope of the group of contributors was highly variable, depending on the book. It was also not uncommon for there to be more than one 69“team” functioning at any given time. The common focal point was always Churchill. The 1930s would see Churchill create his most comprehensive and long-lasting team, one that would – with breaks during the Second World War – serve him until the mid-1950s. A few comments on this team, which came to be known as the ‘Syndicate’, are certainly warranted here.

         CREATION OF THE WRITING TEAM

         In 1936, while Churchill was still working on Marlborough, he needed to add a new researcher to the team. As usual, he wanted a young man with First Class Honours from Oxford’s graduate programme in History.7 William Deakin, a twenty-two-year-old recent graduate, was to become a key player in the production of the last volume of Marlborough, as well as The History of the English- Speaking Peoples and the Second World War memoirs. The team would remain active and functioning until the early 1950s, with several interruptions for war and other emergencies, and the team would expand, and contract as was necessary relating to changes in the work and topics and people moving on to other careers. The many mainstays of the Syndicate included Deakin, Edward Marsh, Sir Henry Pownall, Dennis Kelly, Lord Ismay, Maurice Ashley, C.C. Wood and G.M. Young, among many others.

         Deakin tells an amazing story of the diligence of Churchill and the team, as well as Churchill’s incredible ability to focus on the task at hand and block out everything else when he needed to. This event occurred in April 1940 when Churchill was First Lord of the Admiralty. The team at the time was working on A History of the English-Speaking Peoples, and Churchill had just finished a long day of meetings and planning for the war effort. It was eleven o’clock that night in an Admiralty room where Deakin picks up the story:

         
            Naval signals awaited attention, Admirals tapped impatiently on the door of the First Lord’s room, while on one occasion talk inside ranged round the spreading shadows of the Norman invasion and the figure of Edward the Confessor who, as Churchill wrote ‘comes down to us faint, misty, frail.’

            I can still see the map on the wall, with the disposition of the British Fleet off Norway, and hear the voice of the First Lord as he grasped with his usual insight the strategic position of 1066. But this was no lack of attention to current business. It was a measure of the 70man with the supreme historical eye. The distant episodes were as close and real as the mighty events on hand.8

         

         This was to be the last meeting of the team for the duration of the war. After the war, Deakin and the team reassembled and continued on with the writing of Churchill’s war memoirs.

         Dennis Kelly, the Syndicate’s factotum, remarked in 1985 that he was often asked how much of Churchill’s books did the great man really write himself. That, said Kelly, was

         
            …almost as superficial a question as asking a master chef: ‘Did you cook the whole banquet with your own hands?’ It was an apt analogy. Churchill did not chop the vegetables, and he did not lay the tables or mix all the sauces, but he knew how to get a six-course meal on the table in the right order and at more or less the right time —not just a meal but a feast.9

         

         A few people should be singled out as having contributed significantly to the editorial processes of multiple books. Deakin became the leader of the group and also became very close to Churchill. Another was Charles (C.C.) Wood who was the head of Harrap’s Editorial Department and who first began working with Churchill during the production of Marlborough. After Wood retired from Harrap’s in 1940, he became Churchill’s proofreader for many years. Another was Edward Marsh, his long-time private secretary and friend. Marsh collaborated with Churchill for more than fifty years. Much more about him later.

         How much Churchill appreciated the Syndicate can be gleaned from the following story:

         
            “During the Summer of 1952, Kelly reworked numerous chapters [of the Second World War], trying to reduce the documents and tighten the prose, and this gave Churchill plenty to deal with while vacationing with Beaverbrook on the French Riviera in September – so much so that he felt able to wind up the ‘Syndicate’ (and stop paying Allen, Deakin, and Pownall) at the end of October. ‘There will be no more group work on the book after this month,’ Churchill told his assistants, 71‘as I shall not be able to do anything more it until just before it is published.’ As a token of his appreciation, he invited Allen, Deakin, and Powell to dinner at Number 10 on 27 October. It was a splendid evening, to judge by their letters of appreciation, and in the afterglow all three volunteered to do anything they could, gratis, to see the volume through to publication.10

         

         The writing of My Early Life may not have always followed the exact paradigm described above, as it was an autobiography, not a history like Marlborough or Lord Randolph Churchill or a wartime memoir such as Memoirs of the Second World War; but, still, the core of the process was similar. Although My Early Life did require much fact-checking and research, the storyline is all about events that Churchill personally experienced. In addition, it will become obvious in this chapter how Churchill transmuted his early war correspondence, books and the bevy of articles on his early life that he had written in the early 1920s into significant sections of My Early Life by selectively weaving texts from those works into the new book.

         DICTATION: THE PREFERRED METHOD

         Churchill’s preferred method for creating his manuscripts was dictation. He liked to walk around the room and think, gesture and listen to the words as they came forth from his mouth and reverberated around the room. Perhaps one of the main reasons Churchill favoured this method had little to do with the speed with which the manuscript could be created but, rather, it was that he wanted to hear the sound of the words and how they resonated and embellished the scene he was creating and the meaning he wanted to convey. He wanted to create what the American poet Robert Frost called ‘the sound of sense’. There are numerous examples in My Early Life where the importance of the sounds of words becomes clear. (This theme will be developed in Chapter 7, ‘Global Impact of My Early Life’. Suffice it here to say that the sounds of the words reflect and embellish the story being told and make the sentences and the action come alive.) As will be seen later, Churchill even commented on the sounds of the words in sentences when he wrote to one of his favourite reviewers, Edward Marsh – who had been reviewing the text for Marlborough – that he was ‘delighted with the way you have increased in some instances the precision, in others the euphony of a sentence.’11 72

         Maurice Ashley, an Oxford graduate, joined Churchill in 1929 as a half-time researcher. He was Churchill’s lead researcher on Marlborough. Ashley would become a noted historian, newspaperman and editor, as well as an author in his own right with his special interest centred on Cromwell. He also wrote Churchill as Historian, from which we can learn much about Churchill’s process of writing and researching.12 When Ashley joined Churchill, the work on My Early Life was well underway and was proceeding contemporaneously with Marlborough; thus, one can be fairly sure that what he describes about Churchill as a writer and his methodologies reflects his general approach on both projects. Ashley has described how he liked to do his dictation:

         
            He would walk up and down the room (when I worked for him it was usually his bedroom) puffing at a cigar while a secretary patiently took it all down as best she could in Pitman [shorthand system]. Occasionally he would pause to say, ‘scrub that start again.’ At times he would stop while he contemplated the next point he wanted to make; at others he would be entirely swept on by the stimulus of his imagination; he had perceived how like what had happened was to something else he had read about or even experienced himself.13
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CHURCHILL AT CHIEVELY.
HE STUCK TO THE MEN IN THE FIX,

Further news about the armored train fight at Chievely shows that it
was a particularly gallant affair.

Mr. Churchill, the “Morning Post's’’ war correspondent, who failed to
return to Estcourt with the train, could have escaped, but declined to do
so, declaring that he would stick with the men who could not be rescued,
and take his chances with them.

He was at the train, but returned to the men, and was accordingly left
behind.
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SECOND EDITION.

MORNING POST, Nov. 17, 6.25 a.u.

THE TRANSVAAL WAR.

ARMCURED TRAIN TRAPPED.

MR. CHURCHILL CAPTURED.

HIS COOLNESS AND BRAVERY.
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CHURGHILL TELLS
OF HIS ESCAPE.

Sixly Hcurs of Misery Endured Before He
Cleared the Watchtul Eyes of
His  Boer Hunters.
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WINSTON CHURCHILL HEARD FROM.

D e

The Plucky Soldier-Correspondent Tells How He
Escaped From His Boer Prison at Pretoria—He

Has Gone to Aid Buller in Natal.

LIEUT. WINSTON CHURCHILL,

As He Appears in His Uniform of the
Fourth, Queen’s Own, Hussars,

LORENZO MARQUES, December 22.—
Mr. Winston Churchill arrived here late
last night, and left for Durban by the steam-
er Induna. His intention is to join Gen-
eral Buller at the seat of operations in Na-
tal, where the knowledge he has gained

during his passage from Estcourt to Pre- !

toria as a prisoner and from Pretoria to this
place as a refugee will be invaluable.

A THRILLING NARRATIVE,

the unflinching and uncompromising prose-
cution of the war,

“On the afternoon of December 12 the
Transvaal’s Secretary of War informed me
that there was little chance of my release.
I therefore resolved to escape, and the same
night I left the State Schools prison in
Pretoria by climbing the wall when the
sentries’ hacks were turned momentarily.
I walked through the streets of the town
without disguise, meeting many burghers,
but was not challenged in the crowd, I
got. through the pickets of the town guard
and struck the Delagoa Bay railway. |
walked along it, evading the watchers at
the bridges and culverts and waited for a
train beyond the first station.

“The 11.10 gogds train from Preétoria had
arrived before T reached the place, and was
moving at full speed. I boarded it with

reat difficulty and hid under coal sacks.
7 jumped from the train before dawn, and
was sheltered during the day in a small
wood, in company with a huge vulture, who
displayed a lively interest in me.

“I walked on at dusk, There was no
more trains that night. The danger of
meeting the ‘xun.rda of the line eontinued,
but I was obliged to follow it as T had no
compass or map. I had to make wide de-
tours to avoid bridges, stations and huts,
and so my progress was very slow,

“ Chocolate is not a satisfying food. The
outlook was gloomy, but I persevered with
God’s help. For five days my food supply
was very precarious. I was lying up by
daytime and walking by night.

“ Meanwhile my escape had been discover-
ed and my description telegraphed every-
where. All trains were searched, and
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“THE STORY OF MY ESCAPE.”
TELEGRAPHED BY

WINSTON SPENCER CHURCHILL,

OUR WAR CORRESPONDENT.

LOURENCO MARQUES, Dec. 21, 10 r.M,

On the afternoon of the 12th the Transvaal
Government’s Secretary for War informed me that
there was little chance of my release.

I therefore resolved to escape.

The same night I left the State Schools Prison
in Pretoria by climbing the wall when the sentries’
backs were turned momentarily.

I walked through the streets of the town
without any disguise, meeting many Burghers, but
I was not challenged.

In the crowd I got through the pickets of the
Town Guard and struck the Delagoa Bay railroad.

I walked along it, evading the watchers at the
bridges and culverts.

I waited for a train beyond the first station out
of the town.
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“THE RIVER WAR"

MR, WINSTON CHURCHILL'S BOOK.

v

A special interest attaches at this moment
to  anything from the pen of Mr. Winston
Churchill, whoso praises for his.plucky conduct
at tho recont armoured-trnin fight have been
in everybody's mouth. Mr. Churchill’s ao-
count of the Soudan cumpaigns is, on
the whole, the most complote and the
most nocurate history of ithe rise and
fall of Mahdism which has appeared. It is
divided into two volumes. The firat deals with

tho ourly history of the Soudan, and of those
phases of tho war which precoded the final
advance on Omdurman. 1t traces carefully
and thoughtfully the rise of the Dorvish power,
the overthrow of the Egyvptisn rule, the shrink-
ing and slow recovery of Eayptian territory,
thu steady advanee southwards.”  The anthor's
fucts, carefuny culled from every souroo of in-
formation, edited by Colonel Frank Rhodes,
an officer of almost unrivalled oxperionve in
Soudanesa warfure, are told  consciontiously
and picturesquely.  The fiest volume of the
“River War® is n careful history of political
corditions snd military movements. Tt is the
work of u military historian, who weighs his
wonds, into which, hers and thero, thoughts of
3 loss stratogical than philosophical charascter
are intrdeeed.  The truth of these refeotions
wmay not always be approved, but the form in
which they are spoken is sttructive. In
endevouring to weigh the responsibility  of
Ministers in the spring of 1885 for tho full of
Khartoum, the autkor says: ¥ A majority voted
for them.  This must be their defence at tho
bar of Histary. . . . The Ministry was re~
presontative of tho nalion in aw hour when its
spirit was tamo and singgish, its courage and
its fortunes low™” In t‘g}\‘wrsing the motives
which induced Egypt to first conquer the
Soudan, the author says: “To give poace ta
warting tribes, to administer justice, to strike
tha chains from the slave, to plant the seeds
of commerce and learniug, what more beau-
tiful ideal?  The act is virtuous, the exercise
invigerating, the result eften extremaly profit-
able.”  Tn puying n tribute to tho ability of
Sir Alired Milner, Mr. Churchill refrains from
quoting more from ‘“England in Eeypt,” be-
cause it were incongruous to patch the garb
of & way{arer with the raiment of » king.”
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Me. WixsToN CHURCEHILL AT ROTHERHITHE.—
Last night, - Lieutenant Winston Churchill, who
was present at the battle of Omdurman, spoke at a
crowded meeting at Rotherhithe Town-hall, convened

the Rotherhithe Conservative Association. He said

at the position occupied by the Unionist Government
was of tremendous strength, and during the t
10 days all that was best and noblest in Radicalism
had made speeches in support of that Government. We
lived in v troublesome times ; for the last three
years guns hlrdlyceuedl;ﬁinoneorother

-urte;dof tl;o globe, antg the ant Empirff» a;i been
nvolved in dispute with nearly every one o grest
Powers. But we had gained in them all and we bad to
look to the Continent of Africa to begin to see the
brillisnt suceess of the Tory fm;isn licy. By a seres
of extrmdmsr;. -successful, - brilli campaigns
on the Upper Nile we claimed to have become possessed
‘of the whole of the Nile Valley, and we were resolved
not to be robbed of the fruits of our victories. A
Power with whom we had long lived on terms of
friendship bad deliberstely crossed our path—a path
which we bhad set our hearts upon to pursue—and had
brought u us what be could not call less than a
perasonal 8. It was fortunate that the Government
was strong ; 1t was fortunate that those who com-
ro-ed it Wwere possessed of the confidence of the country,

or in the course of a few days, perhaps even a few
hours, we might be called Tn to make a great effort
to bold what. really belonge! to us. War clonds were
hovering over us. He thought it probable—and they all
: } v/o;!n(: ?‘o proba le;t.ht these clouti;

ight pass . . if they should not pass away,
ey ; it should be found impossible to con-
negotiations successfully, and should it be
Deeessary urrytbs_tdohtoinudn fleld, then we
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OUR CAPTURED CORRESPONDENT.

MR. WINSTON CHURCHILL'S GALLANTRY.

The cgallantry displayed by Mr. Winston
Churchill, one of our War Correspondents, in the
fight at Chieveley, has excited the greatest admira-
tion, as the following extracts show :

The Ttmes Correspondent : “ Mr. Winston Churchill
behaved most gallantly.”

The Standard in a leading article : ** Mr, Winston Churchill
is said to have behaved during the skirmish with the
greatest coolness and courage.”

The Daily News Correspondent: ** Mr, Winston Churchill’s
heroic conduct is the general subject of conversation. He
rallied the party frequently, and fearleasly exposed
himself.”

The Daily Telegraph Correspondent: “Mr. Winston
Churchill, who was the only Correspondent out with the
train, set to work heroically with the engine hands and
cleared the debris, and put many of our wounded men
upon the locomotive and tender, which, though shelled,
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The River War; an Historical Account of the Reconquest of
the Soudan. By WinstoN Srexcer Cuvrcuinn,. Edited
by Colonel F. Ruovks, D.S.0. Longmans. 30s.

Mr. Winston Churchill bas proved himself a good writer by
his narrative of the Malakand campaign of 1897. That ho is a
good soldier ulso we have been Iately learning from South African
telegrams, which speak bighly of his exertions in the calamity
which befell an armoured train near Estcourt, and which onded
by ieaving him a prisoner in the hands of the Boers. But
as he has managed to escape his captivity may only add some
special information to the book that he will certainly writo
whep the war is over. If he can describe the South African War
as fully aud graphically as he has described that in North-Eust
Afrim., we shall all be much indebted to him. The River
W ar—as he appropriately names the latter, because it
runs along the enormous length of the Niloe which dominates
and restricts all the strategy—is treated from the beginning.
The first five chapters deal with the rise of the Mahdi and the
Dervish Empire, which on his death was consolidated by the
Khalifa  Abdullahi.  They include the tragedy of Gordon’s
slaughter in Khartoum, and the silent but steady comimencement
of the reorganisation of Egypt uunder British control. The
actual narrative of the war begins with thoe advance beyond the
fronticr of Wady Halfa and the occupation of Akasha on
March 20th, 1896. Three months later the engagement at Firket
showed that the new Egyptian ariny was capable of encountering
and defeating the Dervishes. But a long task lauy before it.
Slowly but surely the army crept along by the river bank, dragging
after it the railway, on which it relied for its communications,
its supplies, and its mobility, and which was, in fact, the
indispensable instrument of its victorious march. Calamities of
all kinds beset its path. Sandstorms whirled away the tents;
tempests of rain, almost unknown before in Egypt, deluged the
camy ; the Nile delayed beyond its usual time the flood which was
needed to float the steamers and guuboats ; and, to crown all, the
cholern claimed its vietims and weakened the whole force. Nothing,
however, could stop the stern determination of the Sirdar. The
army toiled on, and were rewarded in September by u victory at
Dongoln, which restored the whole of the province to Egyptiun
rule.  Abu Hamed—the terminus of the railway striking across
the desert to avoid the great curve of the river from Wady
Halfa—and Berber were seized in the following year, and early in
1508 the march was resumed southward. The battle of Atbara—
near the junction of the river of that name with the Nilo—was
fought on April 8th, 1898, and was followed by the closing victory
of Omdurman on September 2nd.
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News of Churchill’s Capture.

[SPECIAL CABLE TO THE NEW YORK WORLD AND
THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE.)

DURBAN, Natal, Nov. 15 (Wednesday,
2% p. m., Delayed).—The war correspond-
ent Lijeutenant Winston Churchill of the
Fourth Hussars was captured by the Boers
today and is held a prisoner at or near Co-
lenso. He undertook to get through the
Boer lines to Ladysmith, leaving Estcourt
this morning on an armored train, which
B¢t out with a detachment of the Dublin
Fusileers and another of the Durban volun-
teers to reconnoitre in the neighborhood of
Coienso. ‘

At Chieverley station, four miles south
¢f Colenso, the train was derailed, being
caught in a trap laid by the Boers. When
the train was brought to a standstill the
Boers opened a hot fire upon it from strong
positions with nine-pounders and maxims.

The cars and trucks were overturned, but
the locomotive and tender ultimately re-
turned to Estcourt with a part of the Dub-
ins and Natals covering the retreat.

Lieutenant Churchill displayed great cool-
hess and splendid bravery.
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Everybody will be glad to learn, both for his own sake and for tj
sake of the name he bears, that Mr. Winston .Churchill~1,0rd
Randolph’s eldest son—is; or'was as late as Saturday, safe and
sound in Cuba. Nor has he been exposed to any of those terrjpjs
dangers which the imagination of enterprising American journalits
conjured up for him, 1t is true that 'he ran the nsl_cs incurred by 5
war correspondent, but he was never in danger of being’ strung up 55
a rebel or treated as an offender against the provisions of e
Foreign Enlistment Act, “I came,” he telegraphs to New Yor,
“to.witness the war, There is no truth in the statement tha
I bave taken part in the fighting against the Cubans, |
have not even fired a revolver: - I am a member of Generg
Valdez's staff by courtesy only, and am decorated wita the Red Crosg
only by courtesy. I'start for home to-day.” We hope, therefore, to
have some accurate information on the state of affairs in Cuba. They
seem pretty hopeless to judge by the close ,Of Mr. Churchill’s letter,
“ The military situation,” he says, “ is adifficult one. 1t seems tome
the war will never end, nor even that Spain will be able to suppresg
or harm the Cubans to any extent.”
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THE INSURRECTION IN fLUBA
MR, WINSTON CHURCHILL ON TIHE WAR

New Yorx, Tuesday.--Mr. Winston Churchill has arrived at Tam

Florida, from Cuba. In au interview on the subject of the insurrection he

is reported to have said : *The Spaniards do not quite grasp the Cub«f{is

method of fighting. Apart from England, [ do not believe there i34

country which could suppress this revokution, unless those in comma;1
nforcements can help e

pey

arranged a brilliant coup, I cannot see liow rei
situation.”—Kewter.
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The Story of the Malakand Field Force: An
Episode of the Frontier War. By Winston L.
SPENCER-CHURCHILL. (London : Longmans, Green d&: Co.)

Ligvr. WinstoNn CHURCHILL, of the 4th Queen’s Own Hussars,
is one of those officers who, wishing to gain some experience of
the warfare on the Indian Frontier—an opportunity seldom
afforded 1o cavalry regiments—joined the Malakand Field
Force as a newspaper correspondent. Hence the recent
appearance of a series of interesting letters from his pen in the
columns of the Daily Telegraph. The favourable reception
these letters received encouraged him to reproduce them in
substantial book form, a wise proceeding, for the stirring nar-
rative well repays portrayal. In this work the author makes
no pretence to deal with the complications of the Frontier
Question, nor to present a complete summary of its phases and
features. ~ He claims simply to have recorded the facts as they
occurred, and his impressions as they arose, without any regard
for policy, with the hope that his pages may stimulate the
growing interest in the Imperial Democracy. In the first

chapter he discourses on the general character of the numerous
tribes on the Indian Frontier. In the second he describes the

road from Nowshera to the Malakand, the Malakand Camps,
and life on the Frontier. The third is devoted to *‘ The Out-
break,” its causes and preparations. The officers were just
returning from polo when the news of the unexpected outbreak
reached them.. We read—¢‘ At 9.30 the officers sat down to
dinner, still in their polo kit, which there had been no time to
change. At 10 o’clock they were discussing the prospects of
the approaching skirmish march; and eagerly weighing the
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@Tlhe Storp of the Walakand Field
force”

No more vivid picture of the recent frontier war has yet
been aflorded than that given by Mr. Winston Churchill in
his vigorously written and intensely interesting narrative under
the above name, just published by Messrs. Longmans.  Mr.
Churchill is a lieutenant in the 4th Queen’s Own Hussars. He was
not with the force in an official capacity, but, scenting fighting from
afar, he obtained six weeks’ leave of absence from his regiment and
posted to the frontier as correspondent of the Daily Telegrapi and
Z’ioneer. This book is, to a certain extent, made up of letters from
the front to those papers, but worked up into a complete and
detailed account of the operations, with numerous digressions,
which are, perhaps, the most interesting part of the whole. In the
opening chapter is given a sketch of the people with whom we have
had to contend and their characteristics, which sheds much light on
the difficulties of the operations. * The tribesmen of the Afghan
border,” he writes, ‘“afford the spectacle of a people who fight
without passion, and kill one another without loss of temper.”
They are born to warfare as the sparks fly upward. They perhaps

make an attack and are repulsed—

From their point of view the incident is closed. There has been a fair fight,
in which they have had the worst fortune. What puzzles them is that “* the
Sirkar" should regard so small an affair in a serious light. Thus the Mohmands
cross the frontier, and the action of Shabkadr is fought. They are surprised and
aggrieved that the Government are not content with the victory, but must needs
invade their territories, and impose punishment. Or. again, the Mamunds,
because a village has been burnt, assail the camp of the second brigade by night.
It is a drawn rame. ‘Lhev are astonished that the troops do not take it in good
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