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ITINERARY AND CHRONOLOGY OF THOMAS JEFFERSON 





 




1816–1826




 






 


  	

  1816.—July 10.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  	

  Writes sketch of Peyton

  Randolph.


  

 


 

  	

  Sept.


  

  	

  Reads proof of Wirt’s Life

  of Patrick Henry.


  

 


 

  	

  25.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  Oct. 5.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  16.


  

  	

  Writes inscription for National

  Capitol.


  

 


 

  	

  24-Dec. 5.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  Dec. 11.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  1817.—Apr. 25–6.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  28.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  July 1.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  15.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  Aug. 11-Sept. 18.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  Sept. 21.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  Nov. 22-Dec. 20.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  Dec. 23.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  1818.—Apr. 17-May 3.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  May 6.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  July 3.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  Aug. 1–4.


  

  	

  At Rockfish Gap.


  

 


 

  	

  7–21.


  

  	

  At Warm Springs.


  

 


 

  	

  Sept. 1.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  	

  Writes Anecdotes of Franklin.


  

 


 

  	

  1819.—Apr. 22.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  May 1.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  July 10-Sept. 10.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  Sept. 14.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  Nov.


  

  	

  Draws Plan of circulating

  medium.


  

 


 

  	

  1820.—Sept. 13–21.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  24.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  Nov. 15.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  Dec. 19.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  1821.—Oct. 20.


  

  	

  At Buckspring.


  

 


 

  	

  27.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  1822.—May


  

  	

  Writes answer to “A Native of

  Virginia.”


  

 


 

  	

  21–6.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  30.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  1823.—May 21.


  

  	

  At Poplar Forest.


  

 


 

  	

  27.


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  June


  

  	

  At Bedford.


  

 


 

  	

  July


  

  	

  At Monticello.


  

 


 

  	

  1824.—Dec.


  

  	

  Visited by Daniel Webster.


  

 


 

  	

  1825.—Dec.


  

  	

  Drafts Protest for Virginia.


  

 


 

  	

  1826.—Feb.


  

  	

  Writes Notes on Lotteries.


  

 


 

  	

  Mar. 16.


  

  	

  Executes Will.


  

 


 

  	

  17.


  

  	

  Adds Codicil to Will.


  

 


 

  	

  June 24.


  

  	

  Declines invitation to join in

  celebrating July 4th.


  

 


 

  	

  25.


  

  	

  Writes last letter.


  

 


 

  	

  July 4.


  

  	

  Dies.


  

 









 


















 




CORRESPONDENCE AND OFFICIAL PAPERS




 




1816




 




TO SAMUEL KERCHEVAL




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, July 12, 1816Sir,




—I duly received your favor of

June the 13th, with the copy of the letters on the calling a convention, on

which you are pleased to ask my opinion. I have not been in the habit of

mysterious reserve on any subject, nor of buttoning up my opinions within my

own doublet. On the contrary, while in public service especially, I thought the

public entitled to frankness, and intimately to know whom they employed. But I

am now retired: I resign myself, as a passenger, with confidence to those at

present at the helm, and ask but for rest, peace and good will. The question

you propose, on equal representation, has become a party one, in which I wish

to take no public share. Yet, if it be asked for your own satisfaction only,

and not to be quoted before the public, I have no motive to withhold it, and

the less from you, as it coincides with your own. At the birth of our republic,

I committed that opinion to the world, in the draught of a constitution annexed

to the Notes on Virginia, in which a provision was inserted

for a representation permanently equal. The infancy of the subject at that

moment, and our inexperience of self-government, occasioned gross departures in

that draught from genuine republican canons. In truth, the abuses of monarchy

had so much filled all the space of political contemplation, that we imagined

everything republican which was not monarchy. We had not yet penetrated to the

mother principle, that “governments are republican only in proportion as they

embody the will of their people, and execute it.” Hence, our first

constitutions had really no leading principles in them. But experience and

reflection have but more and more confirmed me in the particular importance of

the equal representation then proposed. On that point, then, I am entirely in

sentiment with your letters; and only lament that a copy-right of your pamphlet

prevents their appearance in the newspapers, where alone they would be

generally read, and produce general effect. The present vacancy too, of other

matter, would give them place in every paper, and bring the question home to

every man’s conscience.




But inequality of representation

in both Houses of our legislature, is not the only republican heresy in this

first essay of our revolutionary patriots at forming a constitution. For let it

be agreed that a government is republican in proportion as every member

composing it has his equal voice in the direction of its concerns (not indeed

in person, which would be impracticable beyond the limits of a city, or small

township, but) by representatives chosen by himself, and responsible to him at

short periods, and let us bring to the test of this canon every branch of our

constitution.




In the legislature, the House of

Representatives is chosen by less than half the people, and not at all in

proportion to those who do choose. The Senate are still more disproportionate,

and for long terms of irresponsibility. In the Executive, the Governor is

entirely independent of the choice of the people, and of their control; his

Council equally so, and at best but a fifth wheel to a wagon. In the Judiciary,

the judges of the highest courts are dependent on none but themselves. In

England, where judges were named and removable at the will of an hereditary

executive, from which branch most misrule was feared, and has flowed, it was a

great point gained, by fixing them for life, to make them independent of that

executive. But in a government founded on the public will, this principle

operates in an opposite direction, and against that will. There, too, they were

still removable on a concurrence of the executive and legislative branches. But

we have made them independent of the nation itself. They are irremovable, but

by their own body, for any depravities of conduct, and even by their own body

for the imbecilities of dotage. The justices of the inferior courts are

self-chosen, are for life, and perpetuate their own body in succession forever,

so that a faction once possessing themselves of the bench of a county, can

never be broken up, but hold their county in chains, forever indissoluble. Yet

these justices are the real executive as well as judiciary, in all our minor

and most ordinary concerns. They tax us at will; fill the office of sheriff,

the most important of all the executive officers of the county; name nearly all

our military leaders, which leaders, once named, are removable but by

themselves. The juries, our judges of all fact, and of law when they choose it,

are not selected by the people, nor amenable to them. They are chosen by an

officer named by the court and executive. Chosen, did I say? Picked up by the

sheriff from the loungings of the court yard, after everything respectable has

retired from it. Where then is our republicanism to be found? Not in our

constitution certainly, but merely in the spirit of our people. That would

oblige even a despot to govern us republicanly. Owing to this spirit, and to

nothing in the form of our constitution, all things have gone well. But this

fact, so triumphantly misquoted by the enemies of reformation, is not the fruit

of our constitution, but has prevailed in spite of it. Our functionaries have

done well, because generally honest men. If any were not so, they feared to

show it.




But it will be said, it is easier

to find faults than to amend them. I do not think their amendment so difficult

as is pretended. Only lay down true principles, and adhere to them inflexibly.

Do not be frightened into their surrender by the alarms of the timid, or the

croakings of wealth against the ascendency of the people. If experience be called

for, appeal to that of our fifteen or twenty governments for forty years, and

show me where the people have done half the mischief in these forty years, that

a single despot would have done in a single year; or show half the riots and

rebellions, the crimes and the punishments, which have taken place in any

single nation, under kingly government, during the same period. The true

foundation of republican government is the equal right of every citizen, in his

person and property, and in their management. Try by this, as a tally, every

provision of our constitution, and see if it hangs directly on the will of the

people. Reduce your legislature to a convenient number for full, but orderly

discussion. Let every man who fights or pays, exercise his just and equal right

in their election. Submit them to approbation or rejection at short intervals.

Let the executive be chosen in the same way, and for the same term, by those

whose agent he is to be; and leave no screen of a council behind which to skulk

from responsibility. It has been thought that the people are not competent

electors of judges learned in the law. But I do not know that

this is true, and, if doubtful, we should follow principle. In this, as in many

other elections, they would be guided by reputation, which would not err

oftener, perhaps, than the present mode of appointment. In one State of the

Union, at least, it has long been tried, and with the most satisfactory

success. The judges of Connecticut have been chosen by the people every six

months, for nearly two centuries, and I believe there has hardly ever been an

instance of change; so powerful is the curb of incessant responsibility. If

prejudice, however, derived from a monarchical institution, is still to prevail

against the vital elective principle of our own, and if the existing example

among ourselves of periodical election of judges by the people be still

mistrusted, let us at least not adopt the evil, and reject the good, of the

English precedent; let us retain amovability on the concurrence of the

executive and legislative branches, and nomination by the executive alone.

Nomination to office is an executive function. To give it to the legislature,

as we do, is a violation of the principle of the separation of powers. It

swerves the members from correctness, by temptations to intrigue for office

themselves, and to a corrupt barter of votes; and destroys responsibility by

dividing it among a multitude. By leaving nomination in its proper place, among

executive functions, the principle of the distribution of power is preserved,

and responsibility weighs with its heaviest force on a single head.




The organization of our county

administrations may be thought more difficult. But follow principle, and the

knot unties itself. Divide the counties into wards of such size as that every

citizen can attend, when called on, and act in person. Ascribe to them the

government of their wards in all things relating to themselves exclusively. A

justice, chosen by themselves, in each, a constable a military company, a

patrol, a school, the care of their own poor, their own portion of the public

roads, the choice of one or more jurors to serve in some court, and the

delivery, within their own wards, of their own votes for all elective officers

of higher sphere, will relieve the county administration of nearly all its

business, will have it better done, and by making every citizen an acting

member of the government, and in the offices nearest and most interesting to

him, will attach him by his strongest feelings to the independence of his

country, and its republican constitution. The justices thus chosen by every

ward, would constitute the county court, would do its judiciary business,

direct roads and bridges, levy county and poor rates, and administer all the matters

of common interest to the whole country. These wards, called townships in New

England, are the vital principle of their governments, and have proved

themselves the wisest invention ever devised by the wit of man for the perfect

exercise of self-government, and for its preservation. We should thus marshal

our government into, 1, the general federal republic, for all concerns foreign

and federal; 2, that of the State, for what relates to our own citizens

exclusively; 3, the county republics, for the duties and concerns of the

county; and 4, the ward republics, for the small, and yet numerous and

interesting concerns of the neighborhood; and in government, as well as in

every other business of life, it is by division and subdivision of duties

alone, that all matters, great and small, can be managed to perfection. And the

whole is cemented by giving to every citizen, personally, a part in the

administration of the public affairs.




The sum of these amendments is,

1. General Suffrage. 2. Equal representation in the legislature. 3. An

executive chosen by the people. 4. Judges elective or amovable. 5. Justices,

jurors, and sheriffs elective. 6. Ward divisions. And 7. Periodical amendments

of the constitution.




I have thrown out these as loose

heads of amendment, for consideration and correction; and their object is to

secure self-government by the republicanism of our constitution, as well as by

the spirit of the people; and to nourish and perpetuate that spirit. I am not

among those who fear the people. They, and not the rich, are our dependence for

continued freedom. And to preserve their independence, we must not let our

rulers load us with perpetual debt. We must make our election between economy

and liberty, or profusion and servitude. If we run

into such debts, as that we must be taxed in our meat and in our drink, in our

necessaries and our comforts, in our labors and our amusements, for our

callings and our creeds, as the people of England are, our people, like them,

must come to labor sixteen hours in the twenty-four, give the earnings of

fifteen of these to the government for their debts and daily expenses; and the

sixteenth being insufficient to afford us bread, we must live, as they now do,

on oatmeal and potatoes; have no time to think, no means of calling the

mismanagers to account; but be glad to obtain subsistence by hiring ourselves

to rivet their chains on the necks of our fellow-sufferers. Our landholders,

too, like theirs, retaining indeed the title and stewardship of estates called

theirs, but held really in trust for the treasury, must wander, like theirs, in

foreign countries, and be contented with penury, obscurity, exile, and the

glory of the nation. This example reads to us the salutary lesson, that private

fortunes are destroyed by public as well as by private extravagance. And this

is the tendency of all human governments. A departure from principle in one

instance becomes a precedent for a second; that second for a third; and so on,

till the bulk of the society is reduced to be mere automatons of misery, and to

have no sensibilities left but for sinning and suffering. Then begins, indeed,

the bellum omnium in omnia, which some philosophers observing

to be so general in this world, have mistaken it for the natural, instead of

the abusive state of man. And the fore horse of this frightful team is public

debt. Taxation follows that, and in its train wretchedness and oppression.




Some men look at constitutions

with sanctimonious reverence, and deem them like the arc of the covenant, too

sacred to be touched. They ascribe to the men of the preceding age a wisdom

more than human, and suppose what they did to be beyond amendment. I knew that

age well; I belonged to it, and labored with it. It deserved well of its

country. It was very like the present, but without the experience of the

present; and forty years of experience in government is worth a century of

book-reading; and this they would say themselves, were they to rise from the

dead. I am certainly not an advocate for frequent and untried changes in laws

and constitutions. I think moderate imperfections had better be borne with;

because, when once known, we accommodate ourselves to them, and find practical means

of correcting their ill effects. But I know also, that laws and institutions

must go hand in hand with the progress of the human mind. As that becomes more

developed, more enlightened, as new discoveries are made, new truths disclosed,

and manners and opinions change with the change of circumstances, institutions

must advance also, and keep pace with the times. We might as well require a man

to wear still the coat which fitted him when a boy, as civilized society to

remain ever under the regimen of their barbarous ancestors. It is this

preposterous idea which has lately deluged Europe in blood. Their monarchs,

instead of wisely yielding to the gradual change of circumstances, of favoring

progressive accommodation to progressive improvement, have clung to old abuses,

entrenched themselves behind steady habits, and obliged their subjects to seek

through blood and violence rash and ruinous innovations, which, had they been

referred to the peaceful deliberations and collected wisdom of the nation,

would have been put into acceptable and salutary forms. Let us follow no such

examples, nor weakly believe that one generation is not as capable as another

of taking care of itself, and of ordering its own affairs. Let us, as our

sister States have done, avail ourselves of our reason and experience, to

correct the crude essays of our first and unexperienced, although wise,

virtuous, and well-meaning councils. And lastly, let us provide in our

constitution for its revision at stated periods. What these periods should be,

nature herself indicates. By the European tables of mortality, of the adults

living at any one moment of time, a majority will be dead in about nineteen

years. At the end of that period, then, a new majority is come into place; or,

in other words, a new generation. Each generation is as independent as the one

preceding, as that was of all which had gone before. It has then, like them, a

right to choose for itself the form of government it believes most promotive of

its own happiness; consequently, to accommodate to the circumstances in which

it finds itself, that received from its predecessors; and it is for the peace

and good of mankind that a solemn opportunity of doing this every nineteen or

twenty years, should be provided by the constitution; so that it may be handed

on, with periodical repairs, from generation to generation, to the end of time,

if anything human can so long endure. It is now forty years since the

constitution of Virginia was formed. The same tables inform us, that, within

that period, two-thirds of the adults then living are now dead. Have then the

remaining third, even if they had the wish, the right to hold in obedience to

their will, and to laws heretofore made by them, the other two-thirds, who,

with themselves, compose the present mass of adults? If they have not, who has?

The dead? But the dead have no rights. They are nothing; and nothing cannot own

something. Where there is no substance, there can be no accident. This

corporeal globe, and everything upon it, belong to its present corporeal

inhabitants, during their generation. They alone have a right to direct what is

the concern of themselves alone, and to declare the law of that direction; and

this declaration can only be made by their majority. That majority, then, has a

right to depute representatives to a convention, and to make the constitution

what they think will be the best for themselves. But how collect their voice?

This is the real difficulty. If invited by private authority, or county or

district meetings, these divisions are so large that few will attend; and their

voice will be imperfectly, or falsely pronounced. Here, then, would be one of

the advantages of the ward divisions I have proposed. The mayor of every ward,

on a question like the present, would call his ward together, take the simple

yea or nay of its members, convey these to the county court, who would hand on

those of all its wards to the proper general authority; and the voice of the

whole people would be thus fairly, fully, and peaceably expressed, discussed,

and decided by the common reason of the society. If this avenue be shut to the call

of sufferance, it will make itself heard through that of force, and we shall go

on, as other nations are doing, in the endless circle of oppression, rebellion,

reformation; and oppression, rebellion, reformation, again; and so on forever.




These, Sir, are my opinions of

the governments we see among men, and of the principles by which alone we may

prevent our own from falling into the same dreadful track. I have given them at

greater length than your letter called for. But I cannot say things by halves; and

I confide them to your honor, so to use them as to preserve me from the

gridiron of the public papers. If you shall approve and enforce them, as you

have done that of equal representation, they may do some good. If not, keep

them to yourself as the effusions of withered age and useless time. I shall,

with not the less truth, assure you of my great respect and consideration. Ref.

002




 




TO THOMAS APPLETON




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, July 18, 16




Dear Sir,




—Your letter of Mar. 20. &

Apr. 15. are both received. The former only a week ago. They brought me the

first information of the death of my antient friend Mazzei, which I learn with

sincere regret. He had some peculiarities, & who of us has not? But he was

of solid worth; honest, able, zealous in sound principles Moral &

political, constant in friendship, and punctual in all his undertakings. He was

greatly esteemed in this country, and some one has inserted in our papers an

account of his death, with a handsome and just eulogy of him, and a proposition

to publish his life in one 8-vo. volume. I have no doubt but that what he has

written of himself during the portion of the revolutionary period he passed

with us, would furnish some good material for our history of which there is

already a wonderful scarcity. But where this undertaker of his history is to

get his materials, I know not, nor who he is.




I have received Mr. Carmigniani’s

letter requesting the remittance of his money in my hands. How and when this

can be done I have written him in the inclosed letter, which I leave open for

your perusal; after which be so good as to stick a wafer in it, & have it

delivered. I had just begun a letter to Mazzei, excusing to him the

non-remittance the present year, as requested thro’ you by his family. And I

should have stated to him with good faith, that the war-taxes of the last year,

almost equal to the amount of our whole income, and a season among the most

unfavorable to agriculture ever known made it a year of war as to it’s

pressure, & obliged me to postpone the commencement of the annual

remittances until the ensuing spring. The receipt of your letter, and of Mr.

Carmigniani’s only rendered it necessary to change the address of mine. The

sale was made during the war, when the remittance of the price was impossible:

nor was there here any depot for it at that time which would have been safe,

profitable, and ready to repay the principal on demand. I retained it therefore

myself to avoid the risk of the banks, to yield the profit the treasury could

have given, and to admit a command of the principal at a shorter term. It was

of course, therefore that I must invest it in some way to countervail the

interest, and being but a farmer receiving rents and profits but once a year,

it will take time to restore it to the form of money again, which I explained

to Mr. Mazzei in the letter I wrote to him at the time. Exchange is much

against us at present, owing to the immense importations made immediately after

peace, and to the redundancy of our paper medium. The legislatures have

generally required the banks to call in this redundancy. They are accordingly

curtailing discounts, & collecting their debts, so that by the spring, when

the first remittance will be made, our medium will be greatly reduced, and it’s

value increased proportionably. The crop of this year too, when exported will

so far lessen the foreign debt & the demand for bills of exchange. These

circumstances taken together promise a good reduction in the rate of exchange,

which you can more fully explain in conversation to Mr. Carmigniani.




I am happy to inform you that the

administrator of Mr. Bellini has at length settled his account, and deposited

the balance 635. Dollars 48 cents in the bank of Virginia, at Richmond. I think

it the safest bank in the U. S. and it has been for some time so prudently

preparing itself for cash payments, as to inspire a good degree of confidence,

& moreover I shall keep my eye on it, but the money while there bears no

interest; and I did not chuse to take it myself on interest reimbursable on

demand. It would be well then that Mr. Fancelli should withdraw it as

soon as he can; his draught on me shall be answered at sight to the holder, by

one on the bank. In the present state of our exchange, & the really

critical standing of our merchants at this time, I have been afraid to

undertake it’s remittance, because it could only be done by a bill of some

merchant here on his correspondent in England, and both places are at this time

a little suspicious. I know nothing so deplorable as the present condition of

the inhabitants of Europe and do not wonder therefore at their desire to come

to this country. Laborers in any of the arts would find abundant employ in this

state at 100. D. a year & their board and lodging. And indeed if a sober

good humored man understanding the vineyard & kitchen garden would come to

me on those terms, bound to serve 4. years, I would advance his passage on his

arrival, setting it off against his subsequent wages. But he must come to the

port of Norfolk or Richmond, & no where else. If such a one should occur to

you, you would oblige me by sending him. I remark the temporary difficulty you

mention of obtaining good Montepulciano, and prefer waiting for that, when to

be had, to a quicker supply of any other kind which might not so certainly suit

our taste. It might not be amiss perhaps to substitute a bottle or two as

samples of any other wines which would bear the voyage, and be of a quality and

price to recommend them. You know we like dry wines, or at any rate not more

than sillery. I salute you with constant friendship and respect. Ref. 003




 




TO JOHN TAYLOR




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, July 21. 16




Dear Sir,




—Yours of the 10th is received,

and I have to acknolege a copious supply of the turnip seed requested. Besides

taking care myself, I shall endeavour again to commit it to the depository of

the neighborhood, generally found to be the best precaution against losing a

good thing. I will add a word on the political part of our letters. I believe

we do not differ on either of the points you suppose: on education certainly

not: of which the proofs are my bill “for the diffusion of knolege,” prepared

near 40. years ago; and my uniform endeavour to this day to get our counties

divided into wards, one of the principal objects of which is the establishment

of a primary school in each. But education not being a branch of municipal

government, but, like the other arts and sciences, an accident only, I did not

place it with election, as a fundamental member in the structure of government.

Nor, I believe, do we differ as to the county courts. I acknolege the value of

this institution, that it is in truth our principal Executive & Judiciary,

and that it does much for little pecuniary reward. It is their

self-appointment I wish to correct, to find some means of breaking up a Cabal,

when such a one gets possession of the bench. When this takes place, it becomes

the most afflicting of tyrannies, because it’s powers are so various, and

exercised on every thing most immediately around us. And how many instances

have you and I known of these monopolies of county administration! I know a

county in which a particular family (a numberous one) got possession of the

bench, and for a whole generation, never admitted a man on it who was not of

it’s clan or connection. I know a county now of 1500. militia, of which 60. are

federalists. It’s court is of 30. members of whom 20. are federalists (every

third man of the sect) wherein there are large and populous districts, without

a justice, because without a federalist for appointment, and the militia as

disproportionably under federal officers; and there is no authority on earth

which can break up this junto short of a general convention. The remaining 1440

free, fighting, & paying citizens are governed by men neither of their

choice nor confidence & without a hope of relief. They are certainly

excluded from the blessings of a free government for life, & indefinitely

for ought the constitution has provided. This solecism may be called anything

but republican, and ought undoubtedly to be corrected. I salute you with

constant friendship and respect.




 




TO JOSEPH DELAPLAINE




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, July 26, 1816




Dear Sir,




—In compliance with the request

of your letter of the 6th inst., with respect to Peyton Randolph, I have to

observe that the difference of age between him and myself admitted my knowing

little of his early life, except what I accidentally caught from occasional

conversations. I was a student at college when he was already Attorney General

at the bar, and a man of established years; and I had no intimacy with him

until I went to the bar myself, when, I suppose, he must have been upwards of

forty; from that time, and especially after I became a member of the legislature,

until his death, our intimacy was cordial, and I was with him when he died.

Under these circumstances, I have committed to writing as many incidents of his

life as memory enabled me to do, and to give faith to the many and excellent

qualities he possessed, I have mentioned those minor ones which he did not

possess; considering true history, in which all will be believed, as preferable

to unqualified panegyric, in which nothing is believed. I avoided, too, the

mention of trivial incidents, which, by not distinguishing, disparage a

character; but I have not been able to state early dates. Before forwarding

this paper to you, I received a letter from Peyton Randolph, his great nephew,

repeating the request you had made. I therefore put the paper under a blank

cover, addressed to you, unsealed, and sent it to Peyton Randolph, that he

might see what dates as well as what incidents might be collected,

supplementary to mine, and correct any which I had inexactly stated;

circumstances may have been misremembered, but nothing, I think, of substance.

This account of Peyton Randolph, therefore, you may expect to be forwarded by

his nephew.




You requested me when here, to

communicate to you the particulars of two transactions in which I was myself an

agent, to wit: the coup de main of Arnold on Richmond, and

Tarleton’s on Charlottesville. I now enclose them, detailed with an exactness

on which you may rely with an entire confidence. But, having an insuperable

aversion to be drawn into controversy in the public papers, I must request not

to be quoted either as to these or the account of Peyton Randolph. Accept the

assurances of my esteem and respect. Ref. 004




 




TO JAMES MADISON Ref. 005




 




Monticello Aug. 2. 16




Dear Sir,




—Mrs. Randolph, Ellen &

myself intended before this to have had the pleasure of seeing Mrs Madison and

yourself at Montpelier as we mentioned to Mr Coles; but three days ago Mrs

Randolph was taken with a fever, which has confined her to her bed ever since.

It is so moderate that we are in the hourly hope of its leaving her and, after

a little time to recruit her strength, of carrying her purpose into execution,

which we shall lose no time in doing. In the meantime I salute Mrs Madison

& yourself with unceasing affection & respect.




 




TO WILLIAM WIRT Ref. 006




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, September 4,

1816




Dear Sir,




—I have read, with great delight,

the portion of the history of Mr. Henry which you have been so kind as to

favour me with, and which is now returned. And I can say, from my own knowledge

of the contemporary characters introduced into the canvas, that you have given

them quite as much lustre as themselves would have asked. The exactness, too,

of your details has, in several instances, corrected their errors in my own

recollections, where they had begun to falter.




In result, I scarcely find

anything needing revisal; yet, to show you that I have scrupulously sought

occasions of animadversion, I will particularize the following passages, which

I noted as I read them.




Page 11: I think this passage had

better be moderated. That Mr. Henry read Livy through once a year is a known

impossibility with those who knew him. He may have read him once, and some

general history of Greece; but certainly not twice. A first reading of a book

he could accomplish sometimes and on some subjects, but never a second. He knew

well the geography of his own country, but certainly never made any other a

study. So, as to our ancient charters; he had probably read those in Stith’s

history; but no man ever more undervalued chartered titles than himself. He

drew all natural rights from a purer source—the feelings of his own breast.




He never, in conversation or

debate, mentioned a hero, a worthy, or a fact in Greek or Roman history, but so

vaguely and loosely as to leave room to back out, if he found he had blundered.




The study and learning ascribed

to him, in this passage, would be inconsistent with the excellent and just

picture given of his indolence through the rest of the work.




Page 33, line 4: Inquire further

into the fact alleged that Henry was counsel for Littlepage. I am much

persuaded he was counsel for Dandridge. There was great personal antipathy

between him and Littlepage, and the closest intimacy with Dandridge, who was

his near neighbor, in whose house he was at home as one of the family, who was

his earliest and greatest admirer and patron, and whose daughter became,

afterwards, his second wife.




It was in his house that, during

a course of Christmas festivities, I first became acquainted with Mr. Henry.

This, it is true, is but presumptive evidence, and may be overruled by direct

proof. But I am confident he could never have undertaken any case against

Dandridge; considering the union of their bosoms, it would have been a great

crime. Ref. 007




 




TO ALBERT GALLATIN




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, September 8,

1816




Dear Sir,




—The jealousy of the European

governments rendering it unsafe to pass letters through their postoffices, I am

obliged to borrow the protection of your cover to procure a safe passage for the

enclosed letter to Madame de Staël, and to ask the favor of you to have it

delivered at the hotel of M. de Lessert without passing through the

post-office.




In your answer of June 7 to mine

of May 18, you mentioned that you did not understand to what proceeding of

Congress I alluded as likely to produce a removal of most of the members, and

that by a spontaneous movement of the people, unsuggested by the newspapers,

which had been silent on it. I alluded to the law giving themselves 1500 D. a

year. There has never been an instant before of so unanimous an opinion of the

people, and that through every State in the Union. A very few members of the

first order of merit in the House will be re-elected, Clay, of Kentucky, by a

small majority, and a few others. But the almost entire mass will go out, not only

those who supported the law or voted for it, or skulked from the vote, but

those who voted against it or opposed it actively, if they took the money; and

the examples of refusals to take it were very few. The next Congress, then,

Federal as well as Republican, will be almost wholly of new members.




We have had the most

extraordinary year of drought and cold ever known in the history of America. In

June, instead of 3¾ inches, our average of rain for that month, we only had ⅓ of an inch; in August, instead of 9⅙ inches

our average, we had only 8/10 of an inch; and still it continues. The

summer, too, has been as cold as a moderate winter. In every State north of

this there has been frost in every month of the year; in this State we had none

in June and July, but those of August killed much corn over the mountains. The

crop of corn through the Atlantic States will probably be less than one-third

of an ordinary one, that of tobacco still less, and of mean quality. The crop

of wheat was middling in quantity, but excellent in quality. But every species

of bread grain taken together will not be sufficient for the subsistence of the

inhabitants, and the exportation of flour, already begun by the indebted and

the improvident, to whatsoever degree it may be carried, will be exactly so

much taken from the mouths of our own citizens. My anxieties on this subject

are the greater, because I remember the deaths which the drought of 1755 in

Virginia produced from the want of food.




There are not to be the smallest

opposition to the election of Monroe and Tompkins, the Republicans being

undivided and the Federalists desperate. The Hartford Convention and peace of

Ghent have nearly annihilated them.




Our State is becoming clamorous

for a convention and amendment for their constitution, and I believe will

obtain it. It was the first constitution formed in the United States, and of

course the most imperfect. The other States improved in theirs in proportion as

new precedents were added, and most of them have since amended. We have entered

on a liberal plan of internal improvements, and the universal approbation of it

will encourage and insure its prosecution. I recollect nothing else domestic

worth noting to you, and therefore place here my respectful and affectionate

salutations.




 




TO THE SECRETARY OF

STATE (JAMES MONROE.)




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, October 16, 1816




Dear Sir,




—If it be proposed to place an

inscription on the capitol, the lapidary style requires that essential facts

only should be stated, and these with a brevity admitting no superfluous word.

The essential facts in the two inscriptions proposed are these:




 




FOUNDED 1791.—BURNT BY A

BRITISH ARMY 1814.—RESTORED BY CONGRESS 1817.




 




The reasons for this brevity are

that the letters must be of extraordinary magnitude to be read from below; that

little space is allowed them, being usually put into a pediment or in a frize,

or on a small tablet on the wall; and in our case, a third reason may be added,

that no passion can be imputed to this inscription, every word being

justifiable from the most classical examples.




But a question of more importance

is whether there should be one at all? The barbarism of the conflagration will

immortalize that of the nation. It will place them forever in degraded

comparison with the execrated Bonaparte, who, in possession of almost every

capitol in Europe, injured no one. Of this, history will take care, which all

will read, while our inscription will be seen by few. Great Britain, in her

pride and ascendency, has certainly hated and despised us beyond every earthly

object. Her hatred may remain, but the hour of her contempt is passed and is

succeeded by dread; not at present, but a distant and deep one. It is the

greater as she feels herself plunged into an abyss of ruin from which no human

means point out an issue. We also have more reason to hate her than any nation

on earth. But she is not now an object for hatred. She is falling from her

transcendant sphere, which all men ought to have wished, but not that she

should lose all place among nations. It is for the interest of all that she

should be maintained, nearly on a par with other members of

the republic of nations. Her power, absorbed into that of any other, would be

an object of dread to all, and to us more than all, because we are accessible

to her alone and through her alone. The armies of Bonaparte with the fleets of

Britain, would change the aspect of our destinies. Under these prospects should

we perpetuate hatred against her? Should we not, on the contrary, begin to open

ourselves to other and more rational dispositions? It is not improbable that

the circumstances of the war and her own circumstances may have brought her

wise men to begin to view us with other and even with kindred eyes. Should not

our wise men, then, lifted above the passions of the ordinary citizen, begin to

contemplate what will be the interests of our country on so

important a change among the elements which influence it? I think it would be

better to give her time to show her present temper, and to prepare the minds of

our citizens for a corresponding change of disposition, by acts of comity

towards England rather than by commemoration of hatred. These views might be

greatly extended. Perhaps, however, they are premature, and that I may see the

ruin of England nearer than it really is. This will be matter of consideration

with those to whose councils we have committed ourselves, and whose wisdom, I

am sure, will conclude on what is best. Perhaps they may let it go off on the

single and short consideration that the thing can do no good, and may do harm.

Ever and affectionately yours.




 




TO MATHEW CAREY




 




Poplar Forest near

Lynchburg, Nov. 11, 16




Dear Sir,




—I received here (where I pass a

good deal of my time) your favor of Oct. 22. covering a Prospectus of a new

edition of your Olive branch. I subscribe to it with pleasure,

because I believe it has done and will do much good, in holding up the mirror

to both parties, and exhibiting to both their political errors. That I have had

my share of them, I am not vain enough to doubt, and some indeed I have

recognized. There is one however which I do not, altho’ charged to my account,

in your book, and as that is the subject of this letter, & I have my pen in

my hand, I will say a very few words on it. It is my rejection of a British

treaty without laying it before the Senate. It has never, I believe, been

denied that the President may reject a treaty after it’s ratification has been

advised by the Senate, then certainly he may before that advice: and if he has

made up his mind to reject it, it is more respectful to the Senate to do it

without, than against their advice. It must not be said that their advice may

cast new light on it. Their advice is a bald resolution of yea or nay, without

assigning a single reason or motive.




You ask if I mean to publish

anything on the subject of a letter of mine to my friend Charles Thompson?

Certainly not. I write nothing for publication, and last of all things should

it be on the subject of religion. On the dogmas of religion as distinguished

from moral principles, all mankind, from the beginning of the world to this

day, have been quarrelling, fighting, burning and torturing one another, for

abstractions unintelligible to themselves and to all others, and absolutely

beyond the comprehension of the human mind. Were I to enter on that arena, I

should only add an unit to the number of Bedlamites. Accept the assurance of my

great esteem and respect.




 




TO GEORGE LOGAN




 




j. mss.




 




Poplar Forest near

Lynchburg, Nov. 12, 16




Dear Sir,




—I received your favor of Oct.

16, at this place, where I pass much of my time, very distant from Monticello.

I am quite astonished at the idea which seems to have got abroad; that I

propose publishing something on the subject of religion, and this is said to

have arisen from a letter of mine to my friend Charles Thompson, in which

certainly there is no trace of such an idea. When we see religion split into so

many thousand of sects, and I may say Christianity itself divided into it’s

thousands also, who are disputing, anathematizing and where the laws permit

burning and torturing one another for abstractions which no one of them

understand, and which are indeed beyond the comprehension of the human mind, into

which of the chambers of this Bedlam would a [torn] man wish to thrust

himself. The sum of all religion as expressed by it’s best preacher, “fear god

and love thy neighbor” contains no mystery, needs no explanation. But this wont

do. It gives no scope to make dupes; priests could not live by it. Your idea of

the moral obligations of governments are perfectly correct. The man who is

dishonest as a statesman would be a dishonest man in any station. It is

strangely absurd to suppose that a million of human beings collected together

are not under the same moral laws which bind each of them separately. It is a

great consolation to me that our government, as it cherishes most it’s duties

to its own citizens, so is it the most exact in it’s moral conduct towards

other nations. I do not believe that in the four administrations which have

taken place, there has been a single instance of departure from good faith

towards other nations. We may sometimes have mistaken our rights, or made an

erroneous estimate of the actions of others, but no voluntary wrong can be

imputed to us. In this respect England exhibits the most remarkable phaenomenon

in the universe in the contrast between the profligacy of it’s government and

the probity of it’s citizens. And accordingly it is now exhibiting an example

of the truth of the maxim that virtue & interest are inseparable. It ends,

as might have been expected, in the ruin of it’s people, but this ruin will

fall heaviest, as it ought to fall on that hereditary aristocracy which has for

generations been preparing the catastrophe. I hope we shall take warning from

the example and crush in it’s birth the aristocracy of our monied corporations

which dare already to challenge our government to a trial of strength and bid

defiance to the laws of our country. Present me respectfully to Mrs. Logan and

accept yourself my friendly and respectful salutations.
















1817




 




TO MRS. JOHN ADAMS




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, January 11, 1817




I owe you, dear Madam, a thousand

thanks for the letters communicated in your favor of December 15th, and now

returned. They give me more information than I possessed before, of the family

of Mr. Tracy. But what is infinitely interesting, is the scene of the exchange

of Louis XVIII. for Bonaparte. What lessons of wisdom Mr. Adams must have read

in that short space of time! More than fall to the lot of others in the course

of a long life. Man, and the man of Paris, under those circumstances, must have

been a subject of profound speculation! It would be a singular addition to that

spectacle, to see the same beast in the cage of St. Helena, like a lion in the

tower. That is probably the closing verse of the chapter of his crimes. But not

so with Louis. He has other vicissitudes to go through.




I communicated the letters,

according to your permission, to my grand-daughter, Ellen Randolph, who read

them with pleasure and edification. She is justly sensible of, and flattered by

your kind notice of her; and additionally so, by the favorable recollections of

our northern visiting friends. If Monticello has anything which has merited

their remembrance, it gives it a value the more in our estimation; and could I,

in the spirit of your wish, count backwards a score of years, it would not be

long before Ellen and myself would pay our homage personally to Quincy. But

those twenty years! Alas! where are they? With those beyond the flood. Our next

meeting must then be in the country to which they have flown,—a country for us

not now very distant. For this journey we shall need neither gold nor silver in

our purse, nor scrip, nor coats, nor staves. Nor is the provision for it more

easy than the preparation has been kind. Nothing proves more than this, that

the Being who presides over the world is essentially benevolent. Stealing from

us, one by one, the faculties of enjoyment, searing our sensibilities, leading

us, like the horse in his mill, round and round the same beaten circle,




— To see what we have seen,




To taste the tasted, and at each

return




Less tasteful; o’er our palates

to decant




Another vintage—




Until satiated and fatigued with

this leaden iteration, we ask our own congé. I heard once a

very old friend, who had troubled himself with neither poets nor philosophers,

say the same thing in plain prose, that he was tired of pulling off his shoes

and stockings at night, and putting them on again in the morning. The wish to

stay here is thus gradually extinguished; but not so easily that of returning,

once in awhile, to see how things have gone on. Perhaps, however, one of the elements

of future felicity is to be a constant and unimpassioned view of what is

passing here. If so, this may well supply the wish of occasional visits.

Mercier has given us a vision of the year 2440; but prophecy is one thing, and

history another. On the whole, however, perhaps it is wise and well to be

contented with the good things which the master of the feast places before us,

and to be thankful for what we have, rather than thoughtful about what we have

not. You and I, dear Madam, have already had more than an ordinary portion of

life, and more, too, of health than the general measure. On this score I owe

boundless thankfulness. Your health was, some time ago, not so good as it has

been; and I perceive in the letters communicated, some complaints still. I hope

it is restored; and that life and health may be continued to you as many years

as yourself shall wish, is the sincere prayer of your affectionate and

respectful friend.




 




TO JOHN ADAMS




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, January 11, 1817




Dear Sir,




—Forty-three volumes read in one

year, and twelve of them quarto! Dear Sir, how I envy you! Half a dozen octavos

in that space of time, are as much as I am allowed. I can read by candlelight

only, and stealing long hours from my rest; nor would that time be indulged to

me, could I by that light see to write. From sunrise to one or two o’clock, and

often from dinner to dark, I am drudging at the writing table. And all this to

answer letters into which neither interest nor inclination on my part enters;

and often from persons whose names I have never before heard. Yet, writing

civilly, it is hard to refuse them civil answers. This is the burthen of my

life, a very grievous one indeed, and one which I must get rid of. Delaplaine

lately requested me to give him a line on the subject of his book; meaning, as

I well knew, to publish it. This I constantly refuse; but in this instance

yielded, that in saying a word for him, I might say two for myself. I expressed

in it freely my sufferings from this source; hoping it would have the effect of

an indirect appeal to the discretion of those, strangers and others, who, in

the most friendly dispositions, oppress me with their concerns, their pursuits,

their projects, inventions and speculations, political, moral, religious,

mechanical, mathematical, historical, &c., &c., &c. I hope the

appeal will bring me relief, and that I shall be left to exercise and enjoy

correspondence with the friends I love, and on subjects which they, or my own

inclinations present. In that case, your letters shall not be so long on my

files unanswered, as sometimes they have been, to my great mortification.




To advert now to the subjects of

those of December the 12th and 16th. Tracy’s Commentaries on

Montesquieu have never been published in the original. Duane printed a

translation from the original manuscript a few years ago. It sold, I believe,

readily, and whether a copy can now be had, I doubt. If it can, you will

receive it from my bookseller in Philadelphia, to whom I now write for that

purpose. Tracy comprehends, under the word “Ideology,” all the subjects which

the French term Morale, as the correlative to Physique. His

works on Logic, Government, Political Economy and Morality, he considers as

making up the circle of ideological subjects, or of those which are within the

scope of the understanding, and not of the senses. His Logic occupies exactly

the ground of Locke’s work on the Understanding. The translation of that on

Political Economy is now printing; but it is no translation of mine. I have

only had the correction of it, which was, indeed, very laborious. Le

premier jet having been by some one who understood neither French nor

English, it was impossible to make it more than faithful. But it is a valuable

work.




The result of your fifty or sixty

years of religious reading, in the four words, “Be just and good,” is that in

which all our inquiries must end; as the riddles of all the priesthoods end in

four more, “ubi panis, ibi deus.” What all agree in, is probably right.

What no two agree in, most probably wrong. One of our fan-coloring biographers,

who paints small men as very great, inquired of me lately with real affection

too, whether he might consider as authentic, the change of my religion much

spoken of in some circles. Now this supposed that they knew what had been my

religion before, taking for it the word of their priests, whom I certainly

never made the confidants of my creed. My answer was “say nothing of my

religion. It is known to my God and myself alone. Its evidence before the world

is to be sought in my life; if that has been honest and dutiful to

society, the religion which has regulated it cannot be a bad one.”

Affectionately adieu.




 




TO WILLIAM SAMPSON




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, Jan. 26, 17




Dear Sir,




—I have read with great satisfaction

the eloquent pamphlet you were so kind as to send me, and sympathise with every

line of it. I was once a doubter whether the labor of the Cultivator, aided by

the creative powers of the earth itself, would not produce more value than that

of the manufacturer, alone and unassisted by the dead subject on which he

acted? In other words, whether the more we could bring into action of the

energies of our boundless territory, in addition to the labor of our citizens,

the more would not be our gain? But the inventions of latter times, by

labor-saving machines, do as much now for the manufacturer, as the earth for

the cultivator. Experience too has proved that mine was but half the question.

The other half is whether Dollars & cents are to be weighed in the scale

against real independence? The whole question then is solved; at least so far

as respects our wants.




I much fear the effect on our

infant establishments, of the policy avowed by Mr. Brougham, and quoted in the

pamphlet. Individual British merchants may lose by the late immense

importations; but British commerce & manufactures, in the mass, will gain

by beating down the competition of ours, in our own markets against this

policy, our protecting duties are as nothing, our patriotism less. I turn, however,

with some confidence to a different auxiliary, a revolution in England, now, I

believe unavoidable. The crisis so long expected, inevitable as death, altho’

uncertain like that in it’s date, is at length arrived. Their government has

acted over again the fable of the frog and the ox; and their bloated system has

burst. They have spent the fee simple of the island in their inflated

enterprises on the peace and happiness of the rest of mankind. Their debts have

consequently accumulated by their follies & frauds, until the interest is

equal to the aggregate rents of all the farms in their country. All these rents

must go to pay interest, and nothing remains to carry on the government. The

possession alone of their lands is now in the nominal owner; the usufruct in

the public creditors. Their people too taxed up to 14. or 15. out of 16. hours

of daily labor, dying of hunger in the streets & fields. The survivors can

see for themselves the alternative only of following them or of abolishing

their present government of kings, lords, & borough-commons, and

establishing one in some other form, which will let them live in peace with the

world. It is not easy to foresee the details of such a revolution, but I should

not wonder to see the deportation of their king to Indostan, and of their

Prince Regent to Botany Bay. There, imbecility might be governed by imbecility,

and vice by vice; all in suit. Our wish for the good of the people of England,

as well as for our own peace, should be that they may be able to form for

themselves such a constitution & government as may permit them to enjoy the

fruits of their own labors in peace, instead of squandering them in fomenting

and paying the wars of the world. But during these struggles, their artists are

to become soldiers. Their manufactures to cease, their commerce sink and our

intercourse with them be suspended. This interval of suspension may revive and

fix our manufactures, wean us from British aperies, and give us a national

& independent character of our own. I cannot say that all this will be, but

that it may be; and it ought to be supplicated from heaven by the prayers of

the whole world that at length there may be “on earth peace, and good will

towards men.” No country, more than your native one, ought to pray & be

prepared for this. I wish them success, and to yourself health and prosperity.




 




TO CHARLES THOMSON Ref.
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j. mss.




 




Monticello, Janry. 29, 1817




My very Dear & Antient

Friend,




—I learnt from your last letter,

with much affliction, the severe and singular attack, your health has lately

sustained, but its equally singular and sudden restoration confirms my

confidence in the strength of your constitution of body and mind and my

conclusions that neither has received hurt, and that you are still ours for a

long time to come. We have both much to be thankful for in the soundness of our

physical organization, and something for self approbation in the order and

regularity of life by which it has been preserved. Your preceding letter had

given me no cause to doubt the continued strength of your mind, and were it not

that I am always peculiarly gratified by hearing from you, I should regret you

had thought the incident with Mr. Delaplaine worth an explanation. He wrote me

on the subject of my letter to you of Janry. 9, 1816, and asked me questions

which I answer only to one Being. To himself, therefore, I replied: “Say

nothing of my Religion: it is known to my God and myself alone; its evidence

before the world is to be sought in my life; if that has been honest and

dutiful to society the Religion which has regulated it cannot be a bad one.” It

is a singular anxiety which some people have that we should all think alike.

Would the world be more beautiful were all our faces alike? were our tempers,

our talents, our tastes, our forms, our wishes, aversions and pursuits cast

exactly in the same mould? If no varieties existed in the animal, vegetable or

mineral creation, but all move strictly uniform, catholic & orthodox, what

a world of physical and moral monotony it would be! These are the absurdities

into which those run who usurp the throne of God and dictate to Him what He

should have done. May they with all their metaphysical riddles appear before that

tribunal with as clean hands and hearts as you and I shall. There, suspended in

the scales of eternal justice, faith and works will show their worth by their

weight. God bless you and preserve you long in life & health.




 




TO DOCTOR THOMAS HUMPHREYS




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, February 8, 1817




Dear Sir,




—Your favor of January 2d did not

come to my hands until the 5th instant. I concur entirely in your leading

principles of gradual emancipation, of establishment on the coast of Africa,

and the patronage of our nation until the emigrants shall be able to protect

themselves. The subordinate details might be easily arranged. But the bare

proposition of purchase by the United States generally, would excite infinite

indignation in all the States north of Maryland. The sacrifice must fall on the

States alone which hold them; and the difficult question will be how to lessen

this so as to reconcile our fellow citizens to it. Personally I am ready and

desirous to make any sacrifice which shall ensure their gradual but complete

retirement from the State, and effectually, at the same time, establish them

elsewhere in freedom and safety. But I have not perceived the growth of this

disposition in the rising generation, of which I once had sanguine hopes. No

symptoms inform me that it will take place in my day. I leave it, therefore, to

time, and not at all without hope that the day will come, equally desirable and

welcome to us as to them. Perhaps the proposition now on the carpet at

Washington to provide an establishment on the coast of Africa for voluntary

emigrations of people of color, may be the corner stone of this future edifice.

Praying for its completion as early as may most promote the good of all, I

salute you with great esteem and respect.




 




TO FRANCIS A. VAN DER KEMP




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, Mar. 16. 17




Dear Sir,




—I learn with real concern that

the editor of the Theological Repository possesses the name of

the author of the Syllabus, altho he coyly withholds it for

the present, he will need but a little coaxing to give it out and to let lose

upon him the genus irretabile vatum, there and here. Be it so.

I shall receive with folded arms all their hacking & hewing. I shall not

ask their passport to a country, which they claim indeed as theirs but which

was made, I trust, for moral man, and not for dogmatising venal jugglers. Should

they however, instead of abuse, appeal to the tribunal of reason and fact, I

shall really be glad to see on what point they will begin their attack. For it

expressly excludes all questions of supernatural character or endowment. I am

in hopes it may find advocates as well as opposers, and produce for us a

temperate & full development. As to myself I shall be a silent Auditor.




Mr. Adams’s book on Feudal law,

mentioned in your letter of Feb: 2. I possessed, and it is now in the library

at Washington which I ceded to Congress. In the same letter you ask if I can

explain the phrase il est digne de porter le ruban gris de lin. I

do not know that I can. gris de lin is the French designation

of the colour which the English call grizzle. The ruban gris de lin may

be the badge of some association, unknown, I acknowledge to me, but to which

the author from whom you quote it may have some allusion. I shall be happy to

learn that you pursue your purpose as to the life of the great reformer, and

more so in seeing it accomplished. I return the Repository with

thanks for the opportunity of seeing it, and I pray you accept my friendly and

respectful salutations. Ref. 009
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Monticello, May 2, ’17




Dear Sir,




—I am indebted to you for your

favor of Apr. 22, and for the copy of the Agricultural magazine it covered,

which is indeed a very useful work. While I was an amateur in Agricultural

science (for practical knolege my course of life never permitted me) I was very

partial to the drilled husbandry of Tull, and thought still better of it when

reformed by Young to 12 rows. But I had not time to try it while young, and now

grown old I have not the requisite activity either of body or mind.




With respect to field culture of

vegetables for cattle, instead of the carrot and potato recommended by yourself

and the magazine, & the best of others, we find the Jerusalem artichoke

best for winter, & the Succory for Summer use. This last was brought over

from France to England by Arthur Young, as you will see in his travels thro’

France, & some of the seed sent by him to Genl. Washington, who spared me a

part of it. It is as productive as the Lucerne, without its laborious culture,

& indeed without any culture except the keeping it clean the first year.

The Jerusalem artichoke far exceeds the potato in produce, and remains in the

ground thro’ the winter to be dug as wanted. A method of ploughing over hill

sides horizontally, introduced into the most hilly part of our country by Colo.

T. M. Randolph, my son in law, may be worth mentioning to you. He has practised

it a dozen or 15 years, and it’s advantages were so immediately observed that

it has already become very general, and has entirely changed and renovated the

face of our country. Every rain, before that, while it gave a temporary

refreshment, did permanent evil by carrying off our soil: and fields were no

sooner cleared than wasted. At present we may say that we lose none of our

soil, the rain not absorbed in the moment of it’s fall being retained in the

hollows between the beds until it can be absorbed. Our practice is when we

first enter on this process, with a rafter level of 10 f. span, to lay off

guide lines conducted horizontally around the hill or valley from one end to

the other of the field, and about 30 yards apart. The steps of the level on the

ground are marked by a stroke of a hoe, and immediately followed by a plough to

preserve the trace. A man or a lad, with the level, and two small boys, the one

with sticks, the other with the hoe, will do an acre of this in an hour, and

when once done it is forever done. We generally level a field the year it is

put into Indian corn laying it into beds of 6 ft. wide, with a large water

furrow between the beds, until all the fields have been once leveled. The

intermediate furrows are run by the eye of the ploughman governed by these

guide lines, & occasion gores which are thrown into short beds. As in

ploughing very steep hill sides horizontally the common ploughman can scarcely

throw the furrow uphill, Colo. Randolph has contrived a very simple alteration

of the share, which throws the furrow down hill both going and coming. It is as

if two shares were welded together at their straight side, and at a right angle

with each other. This turns on it’s bar as on a pivot, so as to lay either

share horizontal, when the other becoming verticle acts as a mould board. This

is done by the ploughman in an instant by a single motion of the hand, at the

end of every furrow. I enclose a bit of paper cut into the form of the double

share, which being opened at the fold to a right angle, will give an idea of

it’s general principle. Horizontal and deep ploughing, with the use of plaister

and clover, which are but beginning to be used here will, as we believe,

restore this part of our country to it’s original fertility, which was exceeded

by no upland in the state. Believing that some of these things might be

acceptable to you I have hazarded them as testimonials of my great esteem &

respect.




 




TO GEORGE TICKNOR




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello [May ? 1817.]




Dear Sir,—




I suppose that your friends of

Boston furnish you with our domestic news. Improvement is now the general word

with us. Canals, roads, education occupy principal attention. A bill which had

passed both houses of Congress for beginning these works, was negatived by the

President, on constitutional, and I believe, sound grounds; that instrument not

having placed this among the enumerated objects to which they are authorized to

apply the public contributions. He recommended an application to the states for

an extension of their powers to this object, which will I believe be

unanimously conceded, & will be a better way of obtaining the end, than by

strained constructions, which would loosen all the bands of the constitution.

In the mean time the states separately are going on with this work. New York is

undertaking the most gigantic enterprise of uniting the waters of L. Erie and

the Hudson; Jersey those of the Delaware & Raritan. This state proposes

several such works; but most particularly has applied itself to establishments

for education, by taking up the plan I proposed to them 40. years ago, which

you will see explained in the Notes on Virginia. They have

provided for this special object an ample fund, and a growing one. They propose

an elementary school in every ward or township, for reading, writing and common

arithmetic; a college in every district, suppose of 80. or 100. miles square,

for laying the foundations of the sciences in general, to wit, languages, geography

& the higher branches of Arithmetic; and a single University embracing

every science deemed useful in the present state of the world. This last may

very possibly be placed near Charlottesville, which you know is under view from

Monticello.




Amid these enlarged measures, the

papers tell us of one by the legislature of New York, so much in the opposite

direction that it would puzzle us to say in what, the darkest age of the

history of bigotry and barbarism, we should find an apt place for it. It

is said they have declared by law that all those who hereafter shall

join in communion with the religious sect of Shaking quakers, shall be deemed

civilly dead, their marriage vows dissolved, and all their children and

property taken from them; without any provision for rehabilitation in case of

resipiscence. To prove that this departure from the spirit of our institutions

is local and I hope merely momentary, Pennsylvania about the same time,

rejected a proposition to make the belief in a god a necessary qualification

for office, altho’ I presume there was not an Atheist in their body: and I dare

say you have heard that when the law for freedom of religion was before the

Virginia legislature in which the phrase “the author of our holy religion”

happened to be they rejected a proposition to prefix to it the name of “Jesus

Christ,” altho certainly a great majority of them considered him as such. Yet

they would not undertake to say that for every one. The New York law is so

recent that nothing has yet been said about it, & I do imagine if it has

been past, their next legislature will repeal it, and make an amende honorable

to the general spirit of their confederates. Nothing having yet appeared but

the naked act, without signature, or a word of the history of it’s passage,

there is room to hope it has been merely an abortive attempt.




Of the Volcanic state of Europe I

know little, and will say nothing, and add to the length of this, for myself

& the individuals of my family, who remember you with particular friendship,

the assurances of the highest esteem and respect.




June 6. 1817




P. S. the preceding written some

time ago, is now only despatched.




 




TO THE MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, May 14, 1817




Although, dear Sir, much retired

from the world, and meddling little in its concerns, yet I think it almost a

religious duty to salute at times my old friends, were it only to say and to

know that “all’s well.” Our hobby has been politics; but all here is so quiet,

and with you so desperate, that little matter is furnished us for active

attention. With you too, it has long been forbidden ground, and therefore

imprudent for a foreign friend to tread, in writing to you. But although our

speculations might be intrusive, our prayers cannot but be acceptable, and mine

are sincerely offered for the well-being of France. What government she can

bear, depends not on the state of science, however exalted, in a select band of

enlightened men, but on the condition of the general mind. That, I am sure, is

advanced and will advance; and the last change of government was fortunate,

inasmuch as the new will be less obstructive to the effects of that

advancement. For I consider your foreign military oppressions as an ephemeral

obstacle only.




Here all is quiet. The British

war has left us in debt; but that is a cheap price for the good it has done us.

The establishment of the necessary manufactures among ourselves, the proof that

our government is solid, can stand the shock of war, and is superior even to

civil schism, are precious facts for us; and of these the strongest proofs were

furnished, when, with four eastern States tied to us, as dead to living bodies,

all doubt was removed as to the achievements of the war, had it continued. But

its best effect has been the complete suppression of party. The federalists who

were truly American, and their great mass was so, have separated from their

brethren who were mere Anglomen, and are received with cordiality into the

republican ranks. Even Connecticut, as a State, and the last one expected to

yield its steady habits (which were essentially bigoted in politics as well as

religion), has chosen a republican governor, and republican legislature.

Massachusetts indeed still lags; because most deeply involved in the parricide

crimes and treasons of the war. But her gangrene is contracting, the sound

flesh advancing on it, and all there will be well. I mentioned Connecticut as

the most hopeless of our States. Little Delaware had escaped my attention. That

is essentially a Quaker State, the fragment of a religious sect which, there,

in the other States, in England, are a homogeneous mass, acting with one mind,

and that directed by the mother society in England. Dispersed, as the Jews,

they still form, as those do, one nation, foreign to the land they live in.

They are Protestant Jesuits, implicitly devoted to the will of their superior,

and forgetting all duties to their country in the execution of the policy of

their order. When war is proposed with England, they have religious scruples;

but when with France, these are laid by, and they become clamorous for it. They

are, however, silent, passive, and give no other trouble than of whipping them

along. Nor is the election of Monroe an inefficient circumstance in our

felicities. Four and twenty years, which he will accomplish, of administration

in republican forms and principles, will so consecrate them in the eyes of the

people as to secure them against the danger of change. The evanition of party

dissensions has harmonized intercourse, and sweetened society beyond

imagination. The war then has done us all this good, and the further one of

assuring the world, that although attached to peace from a sense of its

blessings, we will meet war when it is made necessary.




I wish I could give better hopes

of our southern brethren. The achievement of their independence of Spain is no

longer a question. But it is a very serious one, what will then become of them?

Ignorance and bigotry, like other insanities, are incapable of self-government.

They will fall under military despotism, and become the murderous tools of the

ambition of their respective Bonapartes; and whether this will be for their

greater happiness, the rule of one only has taught you to judge. No one, I

hope, can doubt my wish to see them and all mankind exercising self-government,

and capable of exercising it. But the question is not what we wish, but what is

practicable? As their sincere friend and brother then, I do believe the best

thing for them, would be for themselves to come to an accord with Spain, under

the guarantee of France, Russia, Holland, and the United States, allowing to

Spain a nominal supremacy, with authority only to keep the peace among them,

leaving them otherwise all the powers of self-government, until their

experience in them, their emancipation from their priests, and advancement in

information, shall prepare them for complete independence. I exclude England

from this confederacy, because her selfish principles render her incapable of

honorable patronage or disinterested co-operation; unless, indeed, what seems

now probable, a revolution should restore to her an honest government, one

which will permit the world to live in peace. Portugal, grasping at an

extension of her dominion in the south, has lost her great northern province of

Pernambuco, and I shall not wonder if Brazil should revolt in mass, and send

their royal family back to Portugal. Brazil is more populous, more wealthy,

more energetic, and as wise as Portugal. I have been insensibly led, my dear

friend, while writing to you, to indulge in that line of sentiment in which we

have been always associated, forgetting that these are matters not belonging to

my time. Not so with you, who have still many years to be a spectator of these

events. That these years may indeed be many and happy, is the sincere prayer of

your affectionate friend.




 




TO WILSON CARY NICHOLAS




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello June 10. 17




Dear Sir,




—I am detaining from the

Philosophical society their copy of Colo. Byrd’s journal, until I can learn whether

I may be permitted to send with it also the supplementary one of which I

obtained the loan thro’ your favor. Will you be so good as to favor me with the

name of the person to whom it belongs, that I may sollicit the permission

without troubling you?




Does your new bank propose to do

any business with country people? I have been in the habit of asking small

accommodations occasionally from the Virginia bank where I had for some time

past a note of 2000 D. The disastrous corn-crop of the last year & the

excessive price of that article obliged me to apply to them lately for an

additional 2000 D. to be indulged until the present crop should furnish new

resources. They readily furnished the sum, but said the rules established for

some time to come would forbid them to renew it at the expiration of the 60.

days. Mr. Gibson, my correspondent & endorser advised me to enquire in time

whether I could be enabled by the US. bank to take up the note when due, under

a prospect of it’s renewal for some months. Will you be so good as to inform me

on this subject? Your friends in our vicinity are all well. I salute you with

friendship and respect.




 




TO DOCTOR JOHN MANNERS




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, June 12, 1817




Sir,




—Your favor of May 20th has been

received some time since, but the increasing inertness of age renders me slow

in obeying the calls of the writing-table, and less equal than I have been to

its labors.




My opinion on the right of

Expatriation has been, so long ago as the year 1776, consigned to record in the

act of the Virginia code, drawn by myself, recognizing the right expressly, and

prescribing the mode of exercising it. The evidence of this natural right, like

that of our right to life, liberty, the use of our faculties, the pursuit of

happiness, is not left to the feeble and sophistical investigations of reason,

but is impressed on the sense of every man. We do not claim these under the

charters of kings or legislators, but under the King of kings. If he has made

it a law in the nature of man to pursue his own happiness, he has left him free

in the choice of place as well as mode; and we may safely call on the whole

body of English jurists to produce the map on which Nature has traced, for each

individual, the geographical line which she forbids him to cross in pursuit of

happiness. It certainly does not exist in his mind. Where, then, is it? I

believe, too, I might safely affirm, that there is not another nation,

civilized or savage, which has ever denied this natural right. I doubt if there

is another which refuses its exercise. I know it is allowed in some of the most

respectable countries of continental Europe, nor have I ever heard of one in

which it was not. How it is among our savage neighbors, who have no law but

that of Nature, we all know.




Though long estranged from legal

reading and reasoning, and little familiar with the decisions of particular

judges, I have considered that respecting the obligation of the common law in

this country as a very plain one, and merely a question of document. If we are

under that law, the document which made us so can surely be produced; and as

far as this can be produced, so far we are subject to it, and farther we are

not. Most of the States did, I believe, at an early period of their

legislation, adopt the English law, common and statute, more or less in a body,

as far as localities admitted of their application. In these States, then, the

common law, so far as adopted is the lex-loci. Then comes the

law of Congress, declaring that what is law in any State, shall be the rule of

decision in their courts, as to matters arising within that State, except when

controlled by their own statutes. But this law of Congress has been considered

as extending to civil cases only; and that no such provision has been made for criminal

ones. A similar provision, then, for criminal offences, would, in like manner,

be an adoption of more or less of the common law, as part of the lex-loci, where

the offence is committed; and would cover the whole field of legislation for

the general government. I have turned to the passage you refer to in Judge

Cooper’s Justinian, and should suppose the general expressions

there used would admit of modifications conformable to this doctrine. It would

alarm me indeed, in any case, to find myself entertaining an opinion different

from that of a judgment so accurately organized as his. But I am quite

persuaded that, whenever Judge Cooper shall be led to consider that question

simply and nakedly, it is so much within his course of thinking, as liberal as

logical, that, rejecting all blind and undefined obligation, he will hold to

the positive and explicit precepts of the law alone. Accept these hasty

sentiments on the subjects you propose, as hazarded in proof of my great esteem

and respect.




 




TO BARON F. H. ALEXANDER VON

HUMBOLDT




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, June 13, 1817




Dear Sir,




—The receipt of your Distributio

Geographica Plantarum, with the duty of thanking you for a work which

sheds so much new and valuable light on botanical science, excites the desire,

also, of presenting myself to your recollection, and of expressing to you those

sentiments of high admiration and esteem, which, although long silent, have

never slept. The physical information you have given us of a country hitherto

so shamefully unknown, has come exactly in time to guide our understandings in

the great political revolution now bringing it into prominence on the stage of

the world. The issue of its struggles, as they respect Spain, is no longer

matter of doubt. As it respects their own liberty, peace and happiness, we

cannot be quite so certain. Whether the blinds of bigotry, the shackles of the

priesthood, and the fascinating glare of rank and wealth, give fair play to the

common sense of the mass of their people, so far as to qualify them for

self-government, is what we do not know. Perhaps our wishes may be stronger

than our hopes. The first principle of republicanism is, that the lex-majoris

partis is the fundamental law of every society of individuals of equal

rights; to consider the will of the society enounced by the majority of a

single vote, as sacred as if unanimous, is the first of all lessons in

importance, yet the last which is thoroughly learnt. This law once disregarded,

no other remains but that of force, which ends necessarily in military

despotism. This has been the history of the French revolution, and I wish the

understanding of our Southern brethren may be sufficiently enlarged and firm to

see that their fate depends on its sacred observance.




In our America we are turning to

public improvements. Schools, roads, and canals, are everywhere either in

operation or contemplation. The most gigantic undertaking yet proposed, is that

of New York, for drawing the waters of Lake Erie into the Hudson. The distance

is 353 miles, and the height to be surmounted 661 feet. The expense will be

great, but its effect incalculably powerful in favor of the Atlantic States.

Internal navigation by steamboats is rapidly spreading through all our States,

and that by sails and oars will ere long be looked back to as among the

curiosities of antiquity. We count much, too, on its efficacy for harbor

defence; and it will soon be tried for navigation by sea. We consider the

employment of the contributions which our citizens can spare, after feeding,

and clothing, and lodging themselves comfortably, as more useful, more moral,

and even more splendid, than that preferred by Europe, of destroying human

life, labor and happiness.




I write this letter without

knowing where it will find you. But wherever that may be, I am sure it will

find you engaged in something instructive for man. If at Paris, you are of

course in habits of society with Mr. Gallatin, our worthy, our able, and

excellent minister, who will give you, from time to time, the details of the

progress of a country in whose prosperity you are so good as to feel an

interest, and in which your name is revered among those of the great worthies

of the world. God bless you, and preserve you long to enjoy the gratitude of

your fellow men, and to be blessed with honors, health and happiness.




 




TO ALBERT GALLATIN




 




j. mss.




 




Monticello, June 16, 1817




Dear Sir,




—The

importance that the enclosed letters should safely reach their destination,

impels me to avail myself of the protection of your cover. This is an

inconvenience to which your situation exposes you, while it adds to the

opportunities of exercising yourself in works of charity.




According

to the opinion I hazarded to you a little before your departure, we have had

almost an entire change in the body of Congress. The unpopularity of the

compensation law was completed, by the manner of repealing it as to all the

world except themselves. In some States, it is said, every member is changed;

in all, many. What opposition there was to the original law, was chiefly from

southern members. Yet many of those have been left out, because they received

the advanced wages. I have never known so unanimous a sentiment of disapprobation;

and what is remarkable is, that it was spontaneous. The newspapers were almost

entirely silent, and the people not only unled by their leaders, but in

opposition to them. I confess I was highly pleased with this proof of the

innate good sense, the vigilance, and the determination of the people to act

for themselves.




Among

the laws of the late Congress, some were of note; a navigation act,

particularly, applicable to those nations only who have navigation acts;

pinching one of them especially, not only in the general way, but in the

intercourse with her foreign possessions. This part may re-act on us, and it

remains for trial which may bear longest. A law respecting our conduct as a

neutral between Spain and her contending colonies, was passed by a majority of

one only, I believe, and against the very general sentiment of our country. It

is thought to strain our complaisance to Spain beyond her right or merit, and

almost against the right of the party, and certainly against the claims they

have to our good wishes and neighborly relations. That we should wish to see

the people of other countries free, is as natural, and at least as justifiable,

as that one King should wish to see the Kings of other countries maintained in

their despotism. Right to both parties, innocent favor to the juster cause, is

our proper sentiment.




You

will have learned that an act for internal improvement, after passing both

Houses, was negatived by the President. The act was founded, avowedly, on the

principle that the phrase in the constitution which authorizes Congress “to lay

taxes, to pay the debts and provide for the general welfare,” was an extension

of the powers specifically enumerated to whatever would promote the general

welfare; and this, you know, was the federal doctrine. Whereas, our tenet ever

was, and, indeed, it is almost the only landmark which now divides the

federalists from the republicans, that Congress had not unlimited powers to

provide for the general welfare, but were restrained to those specifically

enumerated; and that, as it was never meant they should provide for that welfare

but by the exercise of the enumerated powers, so it could not have been meant

they should raise money for purposes which the enumeration did not place under

their action; consequently, that the specification of powers is a limitation of

the purposes for which they may raise money. I think the passage and rejection

of this bill a fortunate incident. Every State will certainly concede the

power; and this will be a national confirmation of the grounds of appeal to

them, and will settle forever the meaning of this phrase, which, by a mere

grammatical quibble, has countenanced the General Government in a claim of

universal power. For in the phrase, “to lay taxes, to pay the debts and provide

for the general welfare,” it is a mere question of syntax, whether the two last

infinitives are governed by the first or are distinct and co-ordinate powers; a

question unequivocally decided by the exact definition of powers immediately

following. It is fortunate for another reason, as the States, in conceding the

power, will modify it, either by requiring the federal ratio of expense in each

State, or otherwise, so as to secure us against its partial exercise. Without this

caution, intrigue, negotiation, and the barter of votes might become as

habitual in Congress, as they are in those legislatures which have the

appointment of officers, and which, with us, is called “logging,” the term of

the farmers for their exchanges of aid in rolling together the logs of their

newly-cleared grounds. Three of our papers have presented us the copy of an act

of the legislature of New York, which, if it has really passed, will carry us

back to the times of the darkest bigotry and barbarism, to find a parallel. Its

purport is, that all those who shall hereafter join in

communion with the religious sect of Shaking Quakers, shall be deemed civilly

dead, their marriages dissolved, and all their children and property taken out

of their hands. This act being published nakedly in the papers, without the

usual signatures, or any history of the circumstances of its passage, I am not

without a hope it may have been a mere abortive attempt. It contrasts

singularly with a cotemporary vote of the Pennsylvania legislature, who, on a

proposition to make the belief in God a necessary qualification for office,

rejected it by a great majority, although assuredly there was not a single

atheist in their body. And you remember to have heard, that when the act for

religious freedom was before the Virginia Assembly, a motion to insert the name

of Jesus Christ before the phrase, “the author of our holy religion,” which

stood in the bill, was rejected, although that was the creed of a great

majority of them.




I

have been charmed to see that a Presidential election now produces scarcely any

agitation. On Mr. Madison’s election there was little, on Monroe’s all but

none. In Mr. Adams’ time and mine, parties were so nearly balanced as to make

the struggle fearful for our peace. But since the decided ascendency of the

republican body, federalism has looked on with silent but unresisting anguish.

In the middle, southern and western States, it is as low as it ever can be; for

nature has made some men monarchists and tories by their constitution, and

some, of course, there always will be.




 




TO CHARLES CLAY




 




Poplar Forest, July 12, 17




Dear Sir,




—This is the only fair day since

you were here, & being to depart to-morrow, I must employ it otherwise than

in paying the visit I had intended you. I shall be back however within 3 weeks

and have time then to render the double.




In the mean while as your Paul is

desirous of laying up useful things in the storehouse of his mind, I send him a

little bundle of canons of conduct which may merit a shelf after the one

occupied by the Decalogue of first authority. If he will get them by heart,

occasions will not be wanting for their useful application. You can furnish him

also with another decad, and regulating his life by this code of practice it

may bring pleasure and profit to himself, and praise from others. Wishing

pleasure, profit, and praise to him, to you and yours, I salute you with

constant friendship and respect. Ref. 011




 




TO GOODMAN, REED, BOYER &

DUANE




 




Poplar Forest near

Lynchburg, Aug. 21, 17




Messrs. Goodman, Reed, Boyer

& Duane:




Your letter of the 6th inst. is delivered

to me at this place with an extract from the Franklin Republican of

July 29. in these words. “Extract of a letter from Virginia. July 13. 1817. The

day before yesterday I was at Monticello, & had the gratification to hear

the chief of the elevated group there (Mr. Jefferson) express his anxious wish

for the success of the democratic republican gubernatorial

candidate in Pensylvania—As he says he has no opinion of tool or

turnabout politicians just to serve their own aggrandisement.” Now I

declare to you, Gentlemen, on my honor that I never expressed a sentiment, or

uttered a syllable to any mortal living on the subject of the election referred

to in this extract. It is one into which I have never permitted even my wishes

to enter, entertaining as I do a high respect for both the characters in

competition, and not doubting that the state of Pensylvania will be happier

under the government of either. If any further proof of the falsehood of this

letter writer were required, it would be found in the fact that on the 11th of

July, when he pretends to have seen me at Monticello, & to have been

entrusted by me with expressions so highly condemnable, I was at this place 90

miles South West of that, attending to my harvest here. I had left Monticello on

the 29th of June, & did not return to it until the 15th of July. The facts

of my absence from the one place, & presence at the other, at that date,

are well known to many inhabitants of the town of Charlottesville near the one,

& of Lynchburg near the other place.




I am duly sensible of the

sentiments of respect with which you are pleased to honor me in your letter, as

I am also of those concerning myself in the resolutions of the respectable

Committee of the New market ward, who have been led into error by this very

false letter writer. These, I trust, will not be lessened on either side by my

assurance that, considering this as a family question I do not allow myself to

take any part in it, and the less as the issue either way cannot be unfavorable

to republican government. I tender to both parties sincere sentiments of esteem

& respect.




 




TO GEORGE TICKNOR




 




j. mss.




 




Poplar Forest near

Lynchburg, Nov. 25. 17




Dear Sir,




—Your

favor of Aug. 14. was delivered to me as I was setting out for the distant possession

from which I now write, & to which I pay frequent & long visits. On my

arrival here I make it my first duty to write the letter you request to Mr.

Erving, and to inclose it in this under cover to your father that you may get

it in time. My letters are always letters of thanks because you are always

furnishing occasion for them. I am very glad you have been so kind as to make

the alteration you mention in the Herodotus & Livy I had asked from the

Messrs. Desbures. I have not yet heard from them, but daily expect to do so,

and to learn the arrival of my books. I shall probably send them another

catalogue early in spring; every supply from them furnishing additional

materials for my happiness.




I

had before heard of the military ingredients which Bonaparte had infused into

all the schools of France, but have never so well understood them as from your

letter. The penance he is now doing for all his atrocities must be soothing to

every virtuous heart. It proves that we have a god in heaven. That he is just,

and not careless of what passes in this world. And we cannot but wish to this

inhuman wretch, a long, long life, that time as well as intensity may fill up

his sufferings to the measure of his enormities. But indeed what sufferings can

atone for his crimes against the liberties & happiness of the human race;

for the miseries he has already inflicted on his own generation, & on those

yet to come, on whom he has rivetted the chains of despotism!




I am

now entirely absorbed in endeavours to effect the establishment of a general

system of education in my native state, on the triple basis, 1, of elementary

schools which shall give to the children of every citizen gratis, competent

instruction in reading, writing, common arithmetic, and general geography. 2. Collegiate

institutions for antient & modern languages, for higher instruction in

arithmetic, geography & history, placing for these purposes a college

within a day’s ride of every inhabitant of the state, and adding a provision

for the full education at the public expence of select subjects from among the

children of the poor, who shall have exhibited at the elementary schools the

most prominent indications of aptness of judgment & correct disposition. 3.

An University in which all the branches of science deemed useful at this day,

shall be taught in their highest degree. This would probably require ten or

twelve professors, for most of whom we shall be obliged to apply to Europe, and

most likely to Edinburg, because of the greater advantage the students will

receive from communications made in their native language. This last

establishment will probably be within a mile of Charlottesville, and four from

Monticello, if the system should be adopted at all by our legislature who meet

within a week from this time. My hopes however are kept in check by the

ordinary character of our state legislatures, the members of which do not

generally possess information enough to perceive the important truths, that

knolege is power, that knolege is safety, and that knolege is happiness.




In

the meantime, and in case of failure of the broader plan, we are establishing a

college of general science, at the same situation near Charlottesville, the

scale of which, of necessity will be much more moderate, as resting on private

donations only. These amount at present to about 75,000 Dollars. The buildings

are begun, and by midsummer we hope to have two or three professorships in

operation. Would to god we could have two or three duplicates of yourself, the

original being above our means and hopes. If then we fail in doing all the good

we wish, we will do at least all we can. This is the law of duty in every

society of free agents, where every one has equal right to judge for himself.

God bless you, and give to the means of benefiting mankind which you will bring

home with you, all the success your high qualifications ought to insure.
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