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Amber Heard






Amber Laura Heard (born April 22, 1986)[1] is an American actress. She made her film debut in 2004 in the sports drama Friday Night Lights. After small roles in North Country and Alpha Dog, Heard played her first leading role in All the Boys Love Mandy Lane (2006) and appeared in The CW television show Hidden Palms (2007).

Heard's breakthrough came in 2008 with roles in Never Back Down and Pineapple Express. She received the Breakthrough Award at Young Hollywood Awards. Her appearance in films such as The Informers, The Stepfather, Zombieland and The Joneses brought her further attention. She next starred in John Carpenter[image: External link]'s The Ward, alongside Nicolas Cage in Drive Angry, and alongside Johnny Depp in The Rum Diary, for which she won a Spotlight Award at the Hollywood Film Festival. In 2014 she appeared in 3 Days to Kill, and in 2015 in Magic Mike XXL and The Danish Girl. She will play Mera in Zack Snyder[image: External link]'s upcoming superhero film, Justice League.



TOP
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 Early life




Heard was born in Austin, Texas, the daughter of Patricia Paige (née Parsons), an Internet researcher, and David Clinton Heard, a contractor.[1][2][3] She has a sister, Whitney.[1] She dropped out of high school, eventually earning a diploma through a home-study course.[4] When Heard was 16, her best friend died in a car crash; Heard, who was raised Catholic, subsequently declared herself an atheist.[4] Her then-boyfriend introduced her to philosopher-novelist Ayn Rand, of whom she said, "I've read all of her books. Ever since then, I have been obsessed with her ideals. All I've ever needed is myself".[4]
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 Career
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 Early work




Heard's earliest acting work included appearances in two music videos, Kenny Chesney's "There Goes My Life" and Eisley's "I Wasn't Prepared", small supporting roles in The WB's short-lived series Jack & Bobby[image: External link] (2004) and The Mountain (2004), and a guest starring role as a salesgirl in the popular teen drama series The O.C. (2005). She made her film debut in the sports drama Friday Night Lights (2004), which starred Billy Bob Thornton and was a commercial and critical success.[5] In the next two years, she had small supporting roles in several feature films, including Drop Dead Sexy (2005), Price to Pay (2006), You Are Here (2006), and Alpha Dog (2006), and appeared in an episode of the police procedural Criminal Minds as a love interest of main character Spencer Reid[image: External link]. She had more prominent film roles in the independent horror film Side FX (2005), and in Niki Caro's drama North Country (2005), in which she was cast as the teenage version of the protagonist, played by Charlize Theron.[6]

Heard was next cast as the main character's love interest in the CW's teen drama Hidden Palms, which the network wanted to replace summer re-runs of other series aimed for teenage audiences. In order to get the part, she was required to lose 25 pounds.[4] The series premiered in the United States on May 30, 2007 to mixed to negative reviews from the critics. It was also not popular with television audiences, and thus the CW decided to cancel it, airing only eight of the planned twelve episodes.[7][8] In 2007, Heard also appeared in the short movie Day 73 with Sarah,[9] the critically panned indie drama Remember the Daze, and in an episode of the Showtime[image: External link] series Californication.[10]
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Heard gained more mainstream recognition in 2008, when she appeared in supporting roles in the Judd Apatow-produced stoner comedy Pineapple Express,[11] and the martial arts drama Never Back Down, both of which were box office successes. She also won a Breakthrough Award in Hollywood Film Festival. Her other film releases in 2008 were the critically panned Bret Easton Ellis[image: External link] adaptation The Informers, in which she was part of an ensemble cast,[12] and All the Boys Love Mandy Lane, an unconventional slasher film in which she had one of her first leading roles. Its director Jonathan Levine stated that she had chosen Heard for the title role because "there was a certain type of beauty and a certain type of innate intelligence that Amber brought to it that is not something you find every day. Certainly, not something you would find in somebody her age. The wisdom she projects, I thought was pretty remarkable."[13] Mandy Lane had already premiered at the 2006 Toronto International Film Festival, and had been initially picked for distribution by Harvey Weinstein.[14][15] After a negative test screening, Weinstein dropped the film, and it was then released in the United Kingdom in 2008 by a different distributing company.[16] It did not have theatrical release in the United States until 2013. The Los Angeles Times stated that Heard gave her most "definitive [performance] to date [2013]" in the film,[17] and The Washington Post wrote that she gave a "psychologically interesting performance".[18]

In 2009, Heard had roles in the horror film The Stepfather, and in three comedies: ExTerminators, Zombieland, and The Joneses. In their review of the latter, Variety wrote that "she steals the show" from film's more established star, Demi Moore.[19] Critic James Berardinelli, despite giving an overall negative review to the film, also liked Heard's performance.[20] In 2010, she starred in the romantic drama The River Why and continued her work in the horror genre in John Carpenter[image: External link]'s The Ward. Carpenter described Heard as "very smart, very driven and very talented."[21] She also co-produced and starred in the independent thriller And Soon the Darkness.[22]

In 2011, Heard appeared as the female lead opposite Johnny Depp in the Hunter S. Thompson adaptation The Rum Diary, which received mixed reviews[23][24] and was not a commercial success.[25][26] Heard's other film release in 2011 was Drive Angry, a supernatural action thriller in which she was paired with Nicolas Cage.[27] Film critic Roger Ebert stated that she "does everything that can possibly be done" with her character, a waitress who becomes entangled in an undead man's mission to save his daughter from a cult.[28] In February 2011, she also appeared on the British television program Top Gear.[29]

Heard appeared in no new films until 2013, when she starred in the thriller Paranoia, the action-comedy Machete Kills, and the satirical drama Syrup. The latter was based on a novel by Max Barry, who called Heard "amazing" and stated that she "annihilated that character. In a good way."[30] Her only film release in 2014, action-thriller 3 Days to Kill, was a box office success.

Heard had roles in four films released in 2015, which led James Mottram of the British newspaper The Independent to call it a "watershed year" in her career.[31] She had a prominent role in the comedy-drama Magic Mike XXL as a photographer who flirts with Channing Tatum's protagonist; like its predecessor, Magic Mike (2012), the film was a large box office success.[32] Digital Spy described Heard as "a convincing girl-next-door type" in their review.[33] Heard also had a small supporting role as a ballet dancer in Tom Hooper's historical drama The Danish Girl (2015), which premiered at the 72nd Venice Film Festival to overall positive reviews.[34][35] She also starred in the independent crime thriller The Adderall Diaries alongside James Franco, Christian Slater and Ed Harris. Indiewire gave film a mixed review and stated that Heard was "miscast" but yet "she displays much potential and has succeeded in a bid to be taken more seriously."[36] Her fourth role in 2015 was opposite Christopher Walken[image: External link] in the musical drama One More Time; for the role, she took singing lessons and learned to play piano and guitar.[37] International Business Times described Heard as "talented enough to share a few heartfelt moments in a character that mostly operates on the defensive."[38] Los Angeles Times called her performance "superb" and The Film Stage stated that Heard does an "admirable job".[39][40]

In addition, Heard played the female lead in the Martin Amis adaptation London Fields, which was initially scheduled to premiere at the 2015 Toronto International Film Festival.[41] It was pulled from the festival roster after director Mathew Cullen sued its producers, accusing them of fraud and of using his name to promote a cut of the film he did not support.[42] The film's stars, including Heard, had also written to the producers, objecting to the cut that was seen at press and industry screenings at Toronto.[43] London Fields and Heard's performance received highly negative reviews,[44][45][46] and she stated that "it was one of the most difficult movies to film and it has proven to continue to be difficult...I can’t say I did her [the character] justice."[31]

As of May 2017, Heard's next film projects are the upcoming DC Comics superhero films Justice League (2017) and Aquaman (2018), in which she will play Mera, Aquaman's Atlantean queen.[47][48]
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 Personal life




Heard publicly came out at GLAAD's 25th anniversary event in 2010,[49] and has stated, "I don't label myself one way or another—I have had successful relationships with men and now a woman. I love who I love; it's the person that matters."[50] Of her decision to come out, she said: "I think when I became aware of my role in the media, I had to ask myself an important question 'Am I part of the problem?' And I think that when millions and millions of hard-working, taxpaying Americans are denied their rights and denied their equality you have to ask yourself what are the factors that are an epidemic problem and that's what this is."[49]

Heard was in a relationship with photographer Tasya van Ree from 2008 to 2012.[49][51] She met actor Johnny Depp while filming The Rum Diary in 2011, and they began living together the following year.[51][52] They were married in a private civil ceremony at their home in Los Angeles on February 3, 2015.[52][53]

In April 2015, Heard and Depp breached Australia's biosecurity laws when they failed to declare their two Yorkshire terriers to the Australian Customs Service when they flew by private jet into Queensland, where he was working on a film.[54] Heard was charged with two counts of illegally importing the dogs into the country and one count of producing a false document.[55] In April 2016, she appeared in the Southport Magistrates Court and pleaded guilty to falsifying quarantine documents, stating that she had made a mistake due to sleep deprivation.[56] She was placed on a one-month good behavior bond[image: External link] and paid a $1,000 fine for producing a false document; the two other charges were dropped.[57][58] Heard and Depp also released a video in which they apologized for their behavior and urged people to adhere to the biosecurity laws.[57] The Guardian called the case the "highest profile criminal quarantine case" in Australian history.[57]

Heard filed for divorce from Depp on May 23, 2016.[59][60] Five days later, she obtained a temporary restraining order against him, stating in her court declaration that he had been "verbally and physically abusive" throughout their relationship, with the latest incident of violence having taken place only two days before she filed for divorce.[61][62][63][64][65][66] In response, Depp's lawyers alleged that she was "attempting to secure a premature financial resolution by alleging abuse".[61][67] Over the following three months, Heard's lawyers provided information on other alleged incidents of violence during the relationship,[67] and images of her injuries from one incident were published by People.[61]

A settlement was reached on August 16, 2016[68] and the divorce was finalized in January 2017.[69] Heard dismissed the restraining order, and they issued a joint statement, which stated that their "relationship was intensely passionate and at times volatile, but always bound by love. Neither party has made false accusations for financial gain. There was never any intent of physical or emotional harm."[68] She also received US$7 million, which she donated to the American Civil Liberties Union and the Children's Hospital Los Angeles.[68][70]
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 Activism




Heard has raised awareness about domestic and sexual violence. Together with actors Gabourey Sidibe and Freida Pinto[image: External link], she read a speech on behalf of rape survivor Emily Doe at Glamour's Women of the Year Awards in 2016; Doe was the recipient of an award.[71] The same year, Heard made a public service announcement about domestic violence for the #GirlGaze Project,[72] and wrote an open letter about her experiences for the December 2016 issue of Porter magazine.[73]
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 Film






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Friday Night Lights
	Maria
	



	2005
	Side FX
	Shay
	



	2005
	Drop Dead Sexy
	Candy
	



	2005
	North Country
	Young Josey Aimes
	



	2006
	Price to Pay
	Trish
	



	2006
	Prince, TheThe Prince
	Serena
	



	2006
	Alpha Dog
	Alma
	



	2006
	All the Boys Love Mandy Lane
	Mandy Lane
	



	2007
	Spin
	Amber
	



	2007
	Day 73 with Sarah
	Mary
	Short film



	2007
	Remember the Daze
	Julia Ford
	



	2008
	Never Back Down
	Baja Miller
	



	2008
	Pineapple Express
	Angie Anderson
	



	2008
	Informers, TheThe Informers
	Christie
	



	2009
	ExTerminators
	Nikki
	



	2009
	Joneses, TheThe Joneses
	Jenn Jones
	



	2009
	Zombieland
	406
	



	2009
	Stepfather, TheThe Stepfather
	Kelly Porter
	



	2010
	And Soon the Darkness
	Stephanie
	Also co-producer



	2010
	River Why, TheThe River Why
	Eddy
	



	2010
	Ward, TheThe Ward
	Kristen
	



	2011
	Drive Angry
	Piper
	



	2011
	Rum Diary, TheThe Rum Diary
	Chenault
	



	2013
	Syrup
	Six
	



	2013
	Paranoia
	Emma Jennings
	



	2013
	Machete Kills
	Miss San Antonio
	



	2014
	3 Days to Kill
	Agent Vivi
	



	2015
	The Adderall Diaries
	Lana Edmond
	



	2015
	One More Time
	Jude
	



	2015
	Magic Mike XXL
	Zoe
	



	2015
	The Danish Girl
	Ulla Paulson
	



	2017
	London Fields
	Nicola Six
	Completed



	2017
	What's the Point?
	Fanny
	Post-production



	2017
	Justice League
	Mera
	Post-production



	2018
	Aquaman
	Mera
	Filming
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	Year
	Show
	Role
	Episode(s)



	2004
	Jack & Bobby[image: External link]
	Liz
	1×01 – "Pilot"



	2004
	Mountain, TheThe Mountain
	Riley
	1×08 – "A Piece of the Rock"



	2005
	O.C., TheThe O.C.
	Salesgirl
	2×15 – "Mallpisode"



	2006
	Criminal Minds
	Lila Archer
	1×18 – "Somebody's Watching"



	2007
	Californication
	Amber
	1×08 – "California Son"



	2007
	Hidden Palms
	Greta Matthews
	8 episodes



	2011
	Top Gear
	Herself
	16×05



	2011
	Playboy Club, TheThe Playboy Club
	Bunny Maureen
	7 episodes (4 unaired)[74][75]



	2015
	Overhaulin'[image: External link]
	Herself
	9×01 – "In Too Depp"
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	Year
	Nominated work
	Event
	Award
	Result



	2008
	Herself
	Young Hollywood Awards
	Breakthrough of the Year
	Won



	2009
	Zombieland
	Detroit Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Ensemble
	Nominated



	2010
	Zombieland
	Scream Awards
	Best Ensemble
	Won



	2010
	Herself
	Dallas International Film Festival
	Dallas Star Award
	Won



	2011
	The Rum Diary
	Hollywood Film Festival
	Spotlight Award
	Won



	2014
	Herself
	Texas Film Hall of Fame
	Inductee
	Won
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Austin, Texas






"Austin" redirects here. For other uses, see Austin (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Austin County, Texas[image: External link].

Austin ( i[image: External link]/'astn, 'o:- /[image: External link][4]) is the capital[image: External link] of the U.S. state[image: External link] of Texas[image: External link] and the seat of Travis County[image: External link], although portions extend into Hays[image: External link] and Williamson[image: External link] counties. It is the 11th-most populous city in the U.S. and the 4th-most populous in Texas. It is the fastest growing large city in the United States[5][6] and the second most populous capital city after Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link].[7] As of the U.S. Census Bureau's July 1, 2015 estimate, Austin has a population of 931,830. Located in Central Texas[image: External link] in the foothills of Texas Hill Country[image: External link], the city is home to numerous lakes, rivers, and waterways including Lady Bird Lake[image: External link], Barton Springs[image: External link], McKinney Falls[image: External link], the Colorado River[image: External link], Lake Travis[image: External link], and Lake Walter E. Long[image: External link]. It is the cultural and economic center of the Austin–Round Rock[image: External link] metropolitan area, which had an estimated population of 2,056,405 as of July 1, 2016.

In the 1830s, pioneers began to settle the area in central Austin along the Colorado River[image: External link]. In 1839, the site was officially chosen to replace Houston[image: External link] as the new capital of the Republic of Texas[image: External link] and was incorporated under the name "Waterloo." Shortly thereafter, the name was changed to "Austin" in honor of Stephen F. Austin[image: External link], the "Father of Texas" and the republic's first secretary of state. The city subsequently grew throughout the 19th century and became a center for government and education with the construction of the Texas State Capitol[image: External link] and the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].[8] After a lull in growth from the Great Depression[image: External link], Austin resumed its development into a major city and, by the 1980s, it emerged as a center for technology and business.[9] A number of Fortune 500[image: External link] companies have headquarters or regional offices in Austin, including Amazon.com[image: External link], Apple Inc.[image: External link], Cisco[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], Google[image: External link], IBM[image: External link], Intel[image: External link], Oracle Corporation[image: External link], Texas Instruments[image: External link], 3M[image: External link], and Whole Foods Market[image: External link].[10] Dell[image: External link]'s worldwide headquarters[image: External link] is located in nearby Round Rock[image: External link], a suburb[image: External link] of Austin.

Residents of Austin are known as Austinites[image: External link].[11] They include a diverse mix of government employees, college students, musicians, high-tech workers, blue-collar[image: External link] workers, and a vibrant LGBT community.[12] The city's official slogan promotes Austin as "The Live Music Capital of the World," a reference to the many musicians and live music venues within the city, as well as the long-running PBS[image: External link] TV concert series Austin City Limits[image: External link].[13][14] The city also adopted "Silicon Hills[image: External link]" as a nickname in the 1990s due to a rapid influx of technology and development companies. In recent years, some Austinites have also adopted the unofficial slogan "Keep Austin Weird[image: External link],"[15] which refers to the desire to protect small, unique, and local businesses from being overrun by large corporations.[16] In the late 19th century, Austin was known as the "City of the Violet Crown[image: External link]" because of the colorful glow of light across the hills just after sunset.[17] Even today, many Austin businesses use the term "Violet Crown" in their name. Austin is known as a "clean-air city" for its stringent no-smoking ordinances that apply to all public places and buildings, including restaurants and bars.[18] The FBI ranked Austin as the second-safest major city in the U.S. for the year 2012.[19] U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] named Austin the best place to live in the U.S. in 2017.[20]
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 History




Main article: History of Austin, Texas[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Austin, Texas[image: External link]


Austin, Travis County and Williamson County have been the site of human habitation since at least 9200 BC. The area's earliest known inhabitants lived during the late Pleistocene[image: External link] (Ice Age) and are linked to the Clovis culture[image: External link] around 9200 BC (11,200 years ago), based on evidence found throughout the area and documented at the much-studied Gault Site[image: External link], midway between Georgetown[image: External link] and Fort Hood[image: External link].[21]

When settlers arrived from Europe, the Tonkawa[image: External link] tribe inhabited the area. The Comanches[image: External link] and Lipan Apaches[image: External link] were also known to travel through the area.[22] Spanish colonists, including the Espinosa-Olivares-Aguirre expedition, traveled through the area for centuries, though few permanent settlements were created for some time.[23] In 1730, three missions from East Texas were combined and reestablished as one mission on the south side of the Colorado River, in what is now Zilker Park[image: External link], in Austin. The mission was in this area for only about seven months, and then was moved to San Antonio de Béxar and split into three missions.[24]

Early in the 19th century, Spanish forts were established in what are now Bastrop[image: External link] and San Marcos[image: External link].[23][25] Following Mexico's independence, new settlements were established in Central Texas, but growth in the region was stagnant because of conflicts with the regional Native Americans.[25][26][27]

In 1835–1836, Texans fought and won independence from Mexico[image: External link]. Texas thus became an independent country with its own president, congress, and monetary system. After Vice President Mirabeau B. Lamar[image: External link] visited the area during a buffalo[image: External link]-hunting expedition between 1837 and 1838, he proposed that the republic's capital, then in Houston[image: External link], be relocated to the area situated on the north bank of the Colorado River[image: External link] near the present-day Congress Avenue Bridge[image: External link]. In 1839, the Texas Congress formed a commission to seek a site for a new capital to be named for Stephen F. Austin[image: External link].[28] Mirabeau B. Lamar[image: External link], second president of the newly formed Republic of Texas, advised the commissioners to investigate the area named Waterloo, noting the area's hills, waterways, and pleasant surroundings.[29] Waterloo was selected and the name Austin was chosen as the town's new name.[30] The location was seen as a convenient crossroads for trade routes between Santa Fe[image: External link] and Galveston Bay[image: External link], as well as routes between northern Mexico and the Red River[image: External link].[31]

Edwin Waller[image: External link] was picked by Lamar to survey the village and draft a plan laying out the new capital.[28] The original site was narrowed to 640 acres (259 ha) that fronted the Colorado River[image: External link] between two creeks, Shoal Creek and Waller Creek, which was later named in his honor. The 14-block grid plan was bisected by a broad north-south thoroughfare, Congress Avenue, running up from the river to Capital Square, where the new Texas State Capitol was to be constructed. A temporary one-story capitol was erected on the corner of Colorado and 8th Streets. On August 1, 1839, the first auction of 217 out of 306 lots total was held.[28][31] The grid plan Waller designed and surveyed now forms the basis of downtown Austin.

In 1840, a series of conflicts between the Texas Rangers and the Comanches, known as the Council House Fight[image: External link] and the Battle of Plum Creek[image: External link], finally pushed the Comanches westward, mostly ending conflicts in Central Texas.[32] Settlement in the area began to expand quickly. Travis County was established in 1840, and the surrounding counties were mostly established within the next two decades.[27]

Initially, the new capital thrived. But Lamar's political enemy, Sam Houston[image: External link], used two Mexican army incursions to San Antonio[image: External link] as an excuse to move the government. Sam Houston fought bitterly against Lamar's decision to establish the capital in such a remote wilderness. The men and women who traveled mainly from Houston to conduct government business were intensely disappointed as well. By 1840, the population had risen to 856, of whom nearly half fled from Austin when Congress recessed.[33] The resident Black population listed in January of this same year was 176.[34] The fear of Austin's proximity to the Indians and Mexico, which still considered Texas a part of their land, created an immense motive for Sam Houston, the first and third President of the Republic of Texas, to relocate the capital once again in 1841. Upon threats of Mexican troops in Texas, Houston raided the Land Office to transfer all official documents to Houston for safe keeping in what was later known as the Archive War, but the people of Austin would not allow this unaccompanied decision to be executed. The documents stayed, but the capital would temporarily move from Austin to Houston to Washington-on-the-Brazos[image: External link]. Without the governmental body, Austin's population declined to a low of only a few hundred people throughout the early 1840s. The voting by the fourth President of the Republic, Anson Jones, and Congress, who reconvened in Austin in 1845, settled the issue to keep Austin the seat of government as well as annex the Republic of Texas into the United States.

In 1860, 38% of Travis County residents were slaves.[35] In 1861, with the outbreak of the American Civil War[image: External link], voters in Austin and other Central Texas communities voted against secession.[25][28] However, as the war progressed and fears of attack by Union forces increased, Austin contributed hundreds of men to the Confederate[image: External link] forces. The African American population of Austin swelled dramatically after the enforcement of the Emancipation Proclamation in Texas by Union[image: External link] General Gordon Granger[image: External link] at Galveston in an event commemorated as Juneteenth[image: External link]. Black communities such as Wheatville, Pleasant Hill, and Clarksville were established with Clarksville being the oldest surviving freedomtown ‒ the original post-Civil War settlements founded by former African-American[image: External link] slaves[image: External link] ‒ west of the Mississippi River[image: External link].[28] In 1870, blacks made up 36.5% of Austin's population.[36] The postwar period saw dramatic population and economic growth. The opening of the Houston and Texas Central Railway (H&TC) in 1871[37] turned Austin into the major trading center for the region with the ability to transport both cotton and cattle. The Missouri, Kansas, and Texas (MKT) line followed close behind.[38] Austin was also the terminus of the southernmost leg of the Chisholm Trail[image: External link] and "drovers" pushed cattle north to the railroad.[39] Cotton was one of the few crops produced locally for export and a cotton gin engine was located downtown near the trains for "ginning" cotton of its seeds and turning the product into bales for shipment.[40] However, as other new railroads were built through the region in the 1870s, Austin began to lose its primacy in trade to the surrounding communities.[28] In addition, the areas east of Austin took over cattle and cotton production from Austin, especially in towns like Hutto and Taylor that sit over the blackland prairie, with its deep, rich soils for producing cotton and hay.[41][42]

In September 1881, Austin public schools held their first classes. The same year, Tillotson Collegiate and Normal Institute (now part of Huston-Tillotson University[image: External link]) opened its doors. The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link] held its first classes in 1883, although classes had been held in the original wooden state Capitol for four years before.[43]

During the 1880s, Austin gained new prominence as the state capitol building[image: External link] was completed in 1888 and claimed as the seventh largest building in the world.[28] In the late 19th century, Austin expanded its city limits to more than three times its former area, and the first granite dam was built on the Colorado River to power a new street car line and the new "moon towers[image: External link]".[28] Unfortunately, the first dam washed away in a flood on April 7, 1900.[44]

In the 1920s and 1930s, Austin launched a series of civic development and beautification projects that created much of the city's infrastructure and many of its parks. In addition, the state legislature established the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA)[image: External link] that, along with the city of Austin, created the system of dams along the Colorado River to form the Highland Lakes. These projects were enabled in large part because the Public Works Administration[image: External link] provided Austin with greater funding for municipal construction projects than other Texas cities.[28]

During the early twentieth century, a three-way system of social segregation emerged in Austin, with Anglos, African Americans and Mexicans being separated by custom or law in most aspects of life, including housing, health care, and education. Many of the municipal improvement programs initiated during this period—such as the construction of new roads, schools, and hospitals—were deliberately designed to institutionalize this system of segregation. Deed restrictions also played a important role in residential segregation. After 1935 most housing deeds prohibited African Americans (and sometimes other nonwhite groups) from using land.[45] Combined with the system of segregated public services, racial segregation increased in Austin during the first half of the twentieth century, with African Americans and Mexicans experiencing high levels of discrimination and social marginalization.[46]

In 1940, the destroyed granite dam on the Colorado River was finally replaced by a hollow concrete dam[47] that formed Lake McDonald (now called Lake Austin) and which has withstood all floods since. In addition, the much larger Mansfield Dam was built by the LCRA upstream of Austin to form the flood-control lake, Lake Travis.[48] In the early 20th century, the Texas Oil Boom[image: External link] took hold, creating tremendous economic opportunities in Southeast Texas and North Texas. The growth generated by this boom largely passed by Austin at first, with the city slipping from fourth largest to 10th largest in Texas between 1880 and 1920.[28]

After the mid-20th century, Austin became established as one of Texas' major metropolitan centers. In 1970, the United States Census Bureau[image: External link] reported Austin's population as 14.5% Hispanic, 11.9% black, and 73.4% non-Hispanic white.[36] In the late 20th century, Austin emerged as an important high tech center for semiconductors and software. The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link] emerged as a major university.[49]

The 1970s saw Austin's emergence in the national music scene, with local artists such as Willie Nelson[image: External link], Asleep at the Wheel[image: External link], and Stevie Ray Vaughan[image: External link] and iconic music venues such as the Armadillo World Headquarters[image: External link]. Over time, the long-running television program Austin City Limits, its namesake Austin City Limits Festival, and the South by Southwest[image: External link] music festival solidified the city's place in the music industry.[9]
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 Geography




The most southerly of the capitals of the contiguous forty-eight states, Austin is located in Central Texas[image: External link], along the Balcones Escarpment[image: External link] and Interstate 35[image: External link], 150 miles (240 kilometres) northwest of Houston[image: External link]. It is also 160 miles (260 kilometres) south of Dallas[image: External link] and 75 miles (121 kilometres) north of San Antonio[image: External link]. Its elevation varies from 425 feet (130 m) to approximately 1,000 feet (305 m) above sea level.[50] In 2010, the city occupied a total area of 271.8 square miles (704 km2).[51] Approximately 6.9 square miles (18 km2) of this area is water.[52]

Austin is situated on the Colorado River[image: External link], with three man-made (artificial) lakes within the city limits: Lady Bird Lake (formerly known as Town Lake), Lake Austin[image: External link] (both created by dams along the Colorado River), and Lake Walter E. Long[image: External link] that is partly used for cooling water for the Decker Power Plant. Mansfield Dam[image: External link] and the foot of Lake Travis are located within the city's limits.[53] Lady Bird Lake, Lake Austin, and Lake Travis are each on the Colorado River.[28] As a result of its straddling the Balcones Fault[image: External link], much of the eastern part of the city is flat, with heavy clay and loam soils, whereas, the western part and western suburbs consist of rolling hills on the edge of the Texas Hill Country[image: External link].[54] Because the hills to the west are primarily limestone[image: External link] rock with a thin covering of topsoil, portions of the city are frequently subjected to flash floods from the runoff caused by thunderstorms.[55][56] To help control this runoff and to generate hydroelectric power, the Lower Colorado River Authority[image: External link] operates a series of dams that form the Texas Highland Lakes[image: External link]. The lakes also provide venues for boating, swimming, and other forms of recreation within several parks on the lake shores.[57]

Austin is located at the intersection of four major ecological regions, and is consequently a temperate-to-hot green oasis with a highly variable climate having some characteristics of the desert, the tropics, and a wetter climate.[58] The area is very diverse ecologically and biologically, and is home to a variety of animals and plants.[59] Notably, the area is home to many types of wildflowers that blossom throughout the year but especially in the spring, including the popular bluebonnets, some planted in an effort by "Lady Bird" Johnson[image: External link], wife of former President Lyndon Johnson[image: External link].[60]

A popular point of prominence in Austin is Mount Bonnell[image: External link]. At about 780 feet (238 m) above sea level, it is a natural limestone formation overlooking Lake Austin on the Colorado River, with an observation deck about 200 feet (61 m) below its summit.

The soils of Austin range from shallow, gravelly clay loams over limestone in the western outskirts to deep, fine sandy loams, silty clay loams, silty clays or clays in the city's eastern part. Some of the clays have pronounced shrink-swell properties and are difficult to work under most moisture conditions. Many of Austin's soils, especially the clay-rich types, are slightly to moderately alkaline and have free calcium carbonate[image: External link].[61]

Austin has several rock climbing locations. Rock climbing can be found at three Austin parks: Barton Creek Greenbelt, Bull Creek Park and McKinney Falls State Park. The sport-climbing routes at Barton Creek Greenbelt–with its many vertical to overhanging walls–offer challenges to both the beginner and advanced climber.
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 Cityscape




See also: List of Austin neighborhoods[image: External link]


Austin's skyline historically was modest, dominated by the Texas State Capitol and the University of Texas Main Building[image: External link]. However, many new high-rise towers have been constructed since 2000—Austin's ten tallest buildings were completed after 2003.[citation needed[image: External link]] The city's tallest building, The Austonian[image: External link], was topped out on September 17, 2009.[62] Austin is currently undergoing a skyscraper boom, which includes recent construction on the now complete 360 Condominiums at 563 feet (172 m), Spring (condominiums), the Austonian at 683 feet (208 m), and several other office, hotel and residential buildings. Downtown's buildings are somewhat spread out, partly due to a restriction that preserves the view of the Texas State Capitol[image: External link] from various locations around Austin (known as the Capitol View Corridors).[63]

At night, parts of Austin are lit by "artificial moonlight" from Moonlight Towers[image: External link][64] built to illuminate the central part of the city. The 165-foot (50 m) moonlight towers were built in the late 19th century and are now recognized as historic landmarks. Only 15 of the 31 original innovative towers remain standing in Austin, and none remain in any of the other cities where they were installed. The towers are featured in the 1993 film Dazed and Confused[image: External link].
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 Downtown




Main article: Downtown Austin[image: External link]


The central business district of Austin is home to the tallest condo towers in the state, with the under construction Independent (58 stories and 690 feet (210 metres). tall) and The Austonian[image: External link] (topping out at 56 floors and 685 feet (209 metres). tall). The Independent will supplant The Austonian as the tallest all-residential building in the U.S. west of the Mississippi River when completed in 2018.

In 2005, then-Mayor Will Wynn set out a goal of having 25,000 people living Downtown by 2015.[65] Although Downtown's growth did not meet this goal, Downtown's residential population did surge from an estimated 5,000 in 2005 to 12,000 in 2015.[66] The skyline has drastically changed in recent years, and the residential real estate market has remained relatively strong. As of December 2016, there are 31 high-rise projects either under construction, approved or planned to be completed in Austin's downtown core between 2017 and 2020. Sixteen of those are set to rise above 400 feet (120 metres). tall, including four above 600', and eight above 500'. An additional 15 towers are slated to stand between 300' and 399' tall.

Downtown growth has been aided by the presence of a popular live music and nightlife scene, museums, restaurants, and Lady Bird Lake, considered one of the city's best recreational spots. The 2nd Street District consists of several new residential projects, restaurants, upscale boutiques and other entertainment venues, as well as Austin's City Hall. Across 2nd Street from Austin's City Hall is the new ACL Live @ the Moody Theatre where the long-running PBS program Austin City Limits,[67] is filmed. It is located at the base of the new 478 feet (146 m) W Hotel[image: External link].[68] The South by Southwest[image: External link] is a music, film and interactive festival which occurs over five days each March in downtown Austin, and includes one of the world's largest music festivals; with more than 3,000 acts playing in more than 100 venues.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Climate




Under the Köppen climate classification[image: External link], Austin has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link]. This climate is typified by very long, hot summers; short, mild winters; and warm transitional seasons in between. Austin averages 34.32 inches (872 mm) of annual rainfall and it is distributed mostly evenly throughout the year, though spring and fall are the wettest seasons. Sunshine is abundant during all seasons, with 2,650 hours, or 60.3% of the possible total, of bright sunshine per year.[69]

The summer season in Austin is very hot, and average July and August highs frequently reach the high-90s (34–36 °C) or above. Highs reach 90 °F (32 °C) on 116 days per year, of which 18 days reach 100 °F (38 °C).[70] The daytime high averages 80 °F (27 °C) or warmer every day between April 14th and October 24th.[71] The highest ever recorded temperature was 112 °F (44 °C) occurring on September 5, 2000, and August 28, 2011.[72][73][74] Humidity is inconsistent and fluctuates frequently depending on the shifting patterns of air flow and wind direction. Humidity rises when the air drifts inland from the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], but decreases significantly when the air is channeled through the Chihuahuan Desert[image: External link] of West Texas[image: External link].[70]

Winters in Austin are mild with cool nights. January is the coolest month with an average daytime high of 61 °F (16 °C). The overnight low reaches or exceeds freezing 19 times per year,[70] and sinks below 45 °F (7 °C) during 88 evenings per year, including most nights between mid-December and mid-February. Lows in the upper 30s also occur commonly during the winter. Conversely, winter months are also capable of occasionally producing warm days. On average, eight days in January reach or exceed 70 °F (21 °C) and one day reaches 80 °F (27 °C).[71] The lowest ever recorded temperature in the city was −2 °F (−19 °C) on January 31, 1949. Roughly every two years Austin experiences an ice storm[image: External link] that freezes roads over and cripples travel in the city for 24 to 48 hours.[75] When Austin received 0.04 inches (1 mm) of ice on January 24, 2014, there were 278 vehicular collisions.[76] Similarly, snowfall is exceptionally rare in Austin.[77] A snow event of 0.9 inches (2 cm) on February 4, 2011, caused more than 300 car crashes.[78] A 13-inch (33 cm) snowstorm brought the city to a near standstill in 1985.[79]

Typical of Central Texas[image: External link], severe weather in Austin is a threat that can strike during any season. However, it is most common during the spring. According to most classifications, Austin lies within the extreme southern periphery of Tornado Alley[image: External link], although many sources place Austin outside of Tornado Alley altogether.[80] Consequently, tornadoes strike Austin less frequently than areas farther to the north.[80] However, severe weather and/or supercell thunderstorms[image: External link] can occur multiple times per year, bringing damaging winds, lightning, heavy rain, and occasional flash flooding to the city.[81] The deadliest storm to ever strike city limits was the twin tornadoes storm[image: External link] of May 4, 1922, while the deadliest tornado outbreak[image: External link] to ever strike the metro area was the Central Texas tornado outbreak[image: External link] of May 27, 1997.






	Climate data for Camp Mabry[image: External link], Austin, Texas (1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1891–present)[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	90

(32)
	99

(37)
	98

(37)
	99

(37)
	104

(40)
	109

(43)
	109

(43)
	112

(44)
	112

(44)
	100

(38)
	91

(33)
	90

(32)
	112

(44)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	79.3

(26.3)
	83.3

(28.5)
	86.6

(30.3)
	91.7

(33.2)
	95.4

(35.2)
	98.1

(36.7)
	101.0

(38.3)
	102.9

(39.4)
	99.1

(37.3)
	93.3

(34.1)
	84.8

(29.3)
	79.7

(26.5)
	103.9

(39.9)



	Average high °F (°C)
	61.5

(16.4)
	65.2

(18.4)
	72.2

(22.3)
	79.8

(26.6)
	86.5

(30.3)
	92.1

(33.4)
	95.6

(35.3)
	97.0

(36.1)
	90.5

(32.5)
	81.8

(27.7)
	71.4

(21.9)
	62.7

(17.1)
	79.7

(26.5)



	Average low °F (°C)
	41.5

(5.3)
	44.8

(7.1)
	51.3

(10.7)
	58.6

(14.8)
	66.7

(19.3)
	72.3

(22.4)
	74.4

(23.6)
	74.6

(23.7)
	69.4

(20.8)
	60.6

(15.9)
	50.6

(10.3)
	42.3

(5.7)
	58.9

(14.9)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	26.7

(−2.9)
	28.5

(−1.9)
	34.7

(1.5)
	42.9

(6.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	64.2

(17.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	69.0

(20.6)
	56.9

(13.8)
	44.7

(7.1)
	34.6

(1.4)
	26.7

(−2.9)
	22.0

(−5.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−2

(−19)
	−1

(−18)
	18

(−8)
	30

(−1)
	40

(4)
	51

(11)
	57

(14)
	58

(14)
	41

(5)
	30

(−1)
	20

(−7)
	4

(−16)
	−2

(−19)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	2.22

(56.4)
	2.02

(51.3)
	2.76

(70.1)
	2.09

(53.1)
	4.44

(112.8)
	4.33

(110)
	1.88

(47.8)
	2.35

(59.7)
	2.99

(75.9)
	3.88

(98.6)
	2.96

(75.2)
	2.40

(61)
	34.32

(871.7)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	0.4

(1)
	0.2

(0.5)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	trace
	0.6

(1.5)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	7.4
	7.4
	9.2
	7.1
	8.9
	7.7
	5.4
	4.9
	6.7
	7.5
	7.5
	7.8
	87.5



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	0.3
	0.2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.5



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	67.2
	66.0
	64.2
	66.4
	71.4
	69.5
	65.1
	63.8
	68.4
	67.1
	68.7
	67.6
	67.1



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	163.8
	169.3
	205.9
	205.8
	227.1
	285.5
	317.2
	297.9
	233.8
	215.6
	168.3
	153.5
	2,643.7



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	51
	54
	55
	53
	54
	68
	74
	73
	63
	61
	53
	48
	60



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990)[82][83][84], Weather.com [73]
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 2011 drought




Main article: 2011 Southern US drought[image: External link]


From October 2010 through September 2011, both major reporting stations in Austin, Camp Mabry and Bergstrom Int'l, had the least rainfall of a water year[image: External link] on record, receiving less than a third of normal precipitation.[70] This was a result of La Niña[image: External link] conditions in the eastern Pacific Ocean where water was significantly cooler than normal. David Brown, a regional official with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, has explained that "these kinds of droughts will have effects that are even more extreme in the future, given a warming and drying regional climate."[85]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	629
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	3,494
	
	455.5%



	1870[image: External link]
	4,428
	
	26.7%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,013
	
	148.7%



	1890[image: External link]
	14,575
	
	32.3%



	1900[image: External link]
	22,258
	
	52.7%



	1910[image: External link]
	29,860
	
	34.2%



	1920[image: External link]
	34,876
	
	16.8%



	1930[image: External link]
	53,120
	
	52.3%



	1940[image: External link]
	87,930
	
	65.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	132,459
	
	50.6%



	1960[image: External link]
	186,545
	
	40.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	253,539
	
	35.9%



	1980[image: External link]
	345,890
	
	36.4%



	1990[image: External link]
	465,622
	
	34.6%



	2000[image: External link]
	656,562
	
	41.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	790,390
	
	20.4%



	Est. 2016
	947,890
	[86]
	19.9%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[87]








	Racial composition
	2010[88]
	1990[36]
	1970[36]
	1950[36]



	White[image: External link]
	68.3%
	70.6%
	87.2%
	86.6%



	—Non-Hispanic
	48.7%
	61.7%
	73.4%[89]
	n/a



	Black or African American
	8.1%
	12.4%
	11.8%
	13.3%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	35.1%
	23.0%
	14.5%[89]
	n/a



	Asian[image: External link]
	6.3%
	3.0%
	0.2%
	0.1%




According to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link],[90] the racial composition of Austin is:


	
White[image: External link]: 68.3% (Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link]: 48.7%)

	
Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]: 35.1% (29.1% Mexican, 0.5% Puerto Rican, 0.4% Cuban, 5.1% Other)

	
African American[image: External link]: 8.1%

	
Asian[image: External link]: 6.3% (1.9% Indian, 1.5% Chinese, 1.0% Vietnamese, 0.7% Korean, 0.3% Filipino, 0.2% Japanese, 0.8% Other)

	
American Indian[image: External link]: 0.9%

	
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]: 0.1%

	
Two or More Races[image: External link]: 3.4%



At the 2000 United States Census[image: External link],[2] there were 656,562 people, 265,649 households, and 141,590 families residing in the city (roughly comparable in size to San Francisco, Leeds, UK[image: External link]; and Ottawa, Ontario[image: External link], Canada). The population density was 2,610.4 inhabitants per square mile (1,007.9/km2). There were 276,842 housing units at an average density of 1,100.7 per square mile (425.0/km2). There were 265,648 households out of which 26.8% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 38.1% were married couples living together, 10.8% had a female householder with no husband present, and 46.7% were non-families. 32.8% of all households were made up of individuals and 4.6% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.40 and the average family size was 3.14.

In the city, the population was spread out with 22.5% under the age of 18, 16.6% from 18 to 24, 37.1% from 25 to 44, 17.1% from 45 to 64, and 6.7% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 30 years. For every 100 females there were 105.8 males.

The median income for a household in the city was US$[image: External link]42,689, and the median income for a family was $54,091. Males had a median income of $35,545 vs. $30,046 for females. The per capita income for the city was $24,163. About 9.1% of families and 14.4% of the population were below the poverty line, including 16.5% of those under age 18 and 8.7% of those age 65 or over. The median house price was $185,906 in 2009, and it has increased every year since 2004.[needs update[image: External link]][91] The median value of a house in which the owner occupies it was $227,800 in 2014, which is higher than the average American home value of $175,700. [Census][image: External link]

A 2014 University of Texas study stated that Austin was the only U.S. city with a fast growth rate between 2000 and 2010 with a net loss in African-Americans. As of 2014, Austin's African-American and Non-Hispanic White[image: External link] percentage share of the total population is declining despite the absolute number of both ethnic groups increasing. Austin's Non-Hispanic White population first dropped below 50% in 2005. The rapid growth of the Hispanic and Asian population has outpaced all other ethnic groups in the city.[92][93]

According to one survey completed in 2014, it is estimated that at least 5.3% (48,000+) of Austin's residents identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or Transgender[image: External link].[94] Austin had the third highest rate in the nation.[95]
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 Economy




See also: Silicon Hills[image: External link]


The Greater Austin[image: External link] metropolitan statistical area[image: External link] had a Gross Domestic Product of $86 billion in 2010.[96] Austin is considered to be a major center for high tech[image: External link].[97] Thousands of graduates each year from the engineering and computer science programs at the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link] provide a steady source of employees that help to fuel Austin's technology and defense industry sectors. The region's rapid growth has led Forbes[image: External link] to rank the Austin metropolitan area number one among all big cities for jobs for 2012 in their annual survey and WSJ Marketwatch to rank the area number one for growing businesses.[98][99] By 2013, Austin ranked No. 14 on Forbes' list of the Best Places for Business and Careers (directly below Dallas, No. 13 on the list).[100] As a result of the high concentration of high-tech companies in the region, Austin was strongly affected by the dot-com boom[image: External link] in the late 1990s and subsequent bust.[97] Austin's largest employers include the Austin Independent School District[image: External link], the City of Austin, Dell[image: External link], the U.S. Federal Government[image: External link], NXP Semiconductors[image: External link] (spun off from Motorola[image: External link] in 2004 as Freescale Semiconductor[image: External link]), IBM[image: External link], St. David's Healthcare Partnership, Seton Family of Hospitals, the State of Texas[image: External link], the Texas State University[image: External link], and the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].[97] Other high-tech companies with operations in Austin include 3M[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link], AMD[image: External link], Apartment Ratings[image: External link], Applied Materials[image: External link], ARM Holdings[image: External link], Bigcommerce[image: External link], BioWare[image: External link], Blizzard Entertainment[image: External link], Buffalo Technology[image: External link], Cirrus Logic[image: External link], Cisco Systems[image: External link], Dropbox[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], PayPal[image: External link], Electronic Arts[image: External link], Flextronics[image: External link], Facebook[image: External link], Google, Hewlett-Packard[image: External link], Hoover's[image: External link], HomeAway[image: External link], Hostgator[image: External link], Intel Corporation[image: External link], National Instruments[image: External link], Nvidia[image: External link], Oracle[image: External link], Polycom[image: External link], Qualcomm, Inc.[image: External link], Rackspace[image: External link], RetailMeNot[image: External link], Rooster Teeth[image: External link], Samsung Group[image: External link], Silicon Laboratories[image: External link], Spansion[image: External link], Troux Technologies, United Devices[image: External link], and Xerox[image: External link]. In 2010, Facebook[image: External link] accepted a grant to build a downtown office that could bring as many as 200 jobs to the city.[101] The proliferation of technology companies has led to the region's nickname, "the Silicon Hills", and spurred development that greatly expanded the city.

Austin is also emerging as a hub for pharmaceutical[image: External link] and biotechnology[image: External link] companies; the city is home to about 85 of them.[97] The city was ranked by the Milken Institute as the No.12 biotech and life science center in the United States.[102] Companies such as Hospira[image: External link], Pharmaceutical Product Development[image: External link], and ArthroCare Corporation[image: External link] are located there.

Whole Foods Market[image: External link] (often called just "Whole Foods") is an upscale, international grocery store chain specializing in fresh and packaged food products—many having an organic-/local-/"natural"-theme. It was founded and is headquartered in Austin.[103]

Other companies based in Austin include Freescale Semiconductor[image: External link], GoodPop[image: External link], Temple-Inland[image: External link], Sweet Leaf Tea Company[image: External link], Keller Williams Realty[image: External link], National Western Life[image: External link], GSD&M[image: External link], Dimensional Fund Advisors[image: External link], Golfsmith[image: External link], Forestar Group[image: External link], and EZCorp[image: External link].

In addition to national and global corporations, Austin features a strong network of independent, unique, locally owned firms and organizations.
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 Arts and culture




"Keep Austin Weird" has been a local motto[image: External link] for years, featured on bumper stickers and T-shirts. This motto has not only been used in promoting Austin's eccentricity and diversity, but is also meant to bolster support of local independent businesses.[16] According to the 2010 book, Weird City[image: External link], the phrase was begun by a local Austin Community College librarian, Red Wassenich, and his wife, Karen Pavelka, who were concerned about Austin's "rapid descent into commercialism and overdevelopment."[104] The slogan has been interpreted many ways since its inception, but remains an important symbol for many Austinites who wish to voice concerns over rapid growth and irresponsible development. Austin has a long history of vocal citizen resistance to development projects perceived to degrade the environment, or to threaten the natural and cultural landscapes.[105]

According to the Nielsen Company[image: External link], adults in Austin read and contribute to blogs more than those in any other U.S. metropolitan area.[106] Austin residents have the highest internet usage in all of Texas.[106] Austin was selected as the No. 2 Best Big City in "Best Places to Live" by Money[image: External link] magazine in 2006, and No. 3 in 2009, and also the " Greenest[image: External link] City in America" by MSN.[107][108] According to Travel & Leisure magazine, Austin ranks No. 1 on the list of cities with the best people, referring to the personalities and attributes of the citizens.[109] In 2012, the city was listed among the 10 best places to retire in the U.S. by CBS Money Watch.[110]

Recently in 2015, Forbes listed Austin as #1 Boom Town[111] because of its economic strength, including jobs among other appealing attributes.

South Congress[image: External link] is a shopping district stretching down South Congress Avenue from Downtown. This area is home to coffee shops, eccentric stores, restaurants, food trucks, trailers and festivals. It prides itself on "Keeping Austin Weird", especially with development in the surrounding area(s).
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 Old Austin




Old Austin is an adage[image: External link] often used by the native citizens in Austin, Texas when being nostalgic to refer to the olden days of the capital city of Texas[image: External link].[112] Although Austin is also known internationally as the live music capital of the world[image: External link] and its catch phrase/slogan Keep Austin Weird can be heard echoed in places as far as Buffalo, NY[image: External link] and Santa Monica, CA[image: External link] - the term Old Austin refers to a time when the city was smaller and more bohemian[image: External link] with a considerably lower cost of living and better known for its lack of traffic, hipsters[image: External link], and urban sprawl[image: External link].[113] It is often employed by longtime residents expressing displeasure at the rapidly changing culture.[114]

The growth and popularity of Austin[115] can be seen by the expansive development taking place in its downtown landscape.[116] Forbes ranked Austin as the second fastest-growing city in 2015.[117] This growth can have a negative impact on longtime small businesses that cannot keep up with the expenses associated with gentrification[image: External link] and the rising cost of real estate.[118]
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 Annual cultural events




See also: Category:Festivals in Austin, Texas[image: External link]


The O. Henry House[image: External link] Museum hosts the annual O. Henry Pun-Off[image: External link], a pun contest where the successful contestants exhibit wit akin to that of the author William Sydney Porter[image: External link].

Other annual events include Eeyore's Birthday Party[image: External link], Spamarama[image: External link], Austin Gay Pride, the Austin Reggae Festival in April,[119] Kite Festival, Texas Craft Brewers Festival in September,[120] Art City Austin in April,[121] East Austin Studio Tour in November,[122] and Carnaval Brasileiro[image: External link] in February. Sixth Street features annual festivals such as the Pecan Street Festival[image: External link] and Halloween night. The three-day Austin City Limits Music Festival[image: External link] has been held in Zilker Park[image: External link] every year since 2002. Every year around the end of March and the beginning of April, Austin is home to "Texas Relay Weekend."

Austin's Zilker Park Tree is a Christmas display made of lights strung from the top of a Moonlight tower[image: External link] in Zilker Park. The Zilker Tree is lit in December along with the "Trail of Lights," an Austin Christmas tradition. The Trail of Lights were cancelled four times, first starting in 2001 and 2002 due to the September 11 Attacks, and again in 2010 and 2011 due to budget shortfalls, but the trail was turned back on for the 2012 holiday season.[123]
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 Music




Main article: Music of Austin[image: External link]


As Austin's official slogan is The Live Music Capital of the World, the city has a vibrant live music scene[image: External link] with more music venues per capita than any other U.S. city.[13][14] Austin's music revolves around the many nightclubs[image: External link] on 6th Street and an annual film/music/ interactive[image: External link] festival known as South by Southwest[image: External link] (SXSW). The concentration of restaurants, bars, and music venues in the city's downtown core is a major contributor to Austin's live music scene, as the zip code encompassing the downtown entertainment district hosts the most bar or alcohol-serving establishments in the U.S.[124]

The longest-running concert music program on American television, Austin City Limits[image: External link], is recorded at ACL Live at The Moody Theater. Austin City Limits and C3 Presents produce the Austin City Limits Music Festival[image: External link], an annual music and art festival held at Zilker Park[image: External link] in Austin. Other music events include the Urban Music Festival[image: External link], Fun Fun Fun Fest[image: External link], Chaos In Tejas and Old Settler's Music Festival[image: External link]. Austin Lyric Opera[image: External link] performs multiple operas each year (including the 2007 opening of Philip Glass[image: External link]'s Waiting for the Barbarians[image: External link], written by University of Texas at Austin alumnus J. M. Coetzee[image: External link]).[125] The Austin Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] performs a range of classical, pop and family performances and is led by Music Director and Conductor Peter Bay[image: External link].
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 Film




Austin hosts several film festivals including SXSW Film Festival[image: External link] and Austin Film Festival[image: External link], which hosts international films. In 2004 the city was first in MovieMaker Magazine[image: External link]'s annual top ten cities to live and make movies.[126]

Austin has been the location for a number of motion pictures, partly due to the influence of The University of Texas at Austin Department of Radio-Television-Film[image: External link]. Films produced in Austin include The Texas Chain Saw Massacre[image: External link] (1974), Songwriter[image: External link] (1984), Man of the House[image: External link], Secondhand Lions[image: External link], Chainsaw Massacre 2, Nadine[image: External link], Waking Life[image: External link], Spy Kids[image: External link],The Faculty[image: External link], Dazed and Confused, Wild Texas Wind[image: External link], Office Space[image: External link], The Life of David Gale[image: External link], Miss Congeniality[image: External link], Doubting Thomas[image: External link], Slacker[image: External link], Idiocracy[image: External link], The New Guy[image: External link], Hope Floats[image: External link], The Alamo[image: External link], Blank Check[image: External link], The Wendall Baker Story, School of Rock[image: External link], A Slipping-Down Life[image: External link], A Scanner Darkly[image: External link], Saturday Morning Massacre[image: External link], and most recently, the Coen brothers[image: External link]' True Grit[image: External link], Grindhouse[image: External link], Machete[image: External link], How to Eat Fried Worms[image: External link], Bandslam[image: External link] and Lazer Team[image: External link]. In order to draw future film projects to the area, the Austin Film Society[image: External link] has converted several airplane hangars from the former Mueller Airport into filmmaking center Austin Studios. Projects that have used facilities at Austin Studios include music videos by The Flaming Lips[image: External link] and feature films such as 25th Hour[image: External link] and Sin City[image: External link]. Austin also hosted the MTV[image: External link] series, The Real World: Austin[image: External link] in 2005. The film review websites Spill.com[image: External link] and Ain't It Cool News[image: External link] are based in Austin. Rooster Teeth Productions[image: External link], creator of popular web series such as Red vs. Blue[image: External link], and RWBY[image: External link] is also located in Austin.
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 Theater




Austin has a strong theater culture, with dozens of itinerant and resident companies producing a variety of work. The city also has live performance theater venues such as the Zachary Scott Theatre Center[image: External link], Vortex Repertory Company, Salvage Vanguard Theater, Rude Mechanicals' the Off Center, Austin Playhouse, Scottish Rite Children's Theater, Hyde Park Theatre[image: External link], the Blue Theater, The Hideout Theatre, and Esther's Follies[image: External link].[127] The Victory Grill[image: External link] was a renowned venue on the Chitlin' circuit[image: External link].[128] Public art and performances in the parks and on bridges are popular. Austin hosts the Fuse Box Festival each April featuring international, leading-edge theater artists.[129]

The Paramount Theatre[image: External link], opened in downtown Austin in 1915, contributes to Austin's theater and film culture, showing classic films throughout the summer and hosting regional premieres for films such as Miss Congeniality[image: External link].[130] The Zilker Park[image: External link] Summer Musical is a long-running outdoor musical.[131]

The Long Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link] is a 2,300-seat theater built partly with materials reused from the old Lester E. Palmer Auditorium.

Ballet Austin[image: External link] is the fourth largest ballet academy in the country.[132] Each year Ballet Austin's 20-member professional company performs ballets from a wide variety of choreographers, including their international award-winning artistic director, Stephen Mills[image: External link]. The city is also home to the Ballet East Dance Company[image: External link], a modern dance ensemble, and the Tapestry Dance Company[image: External link] which performs a variety of dance genres.

The Austin improvisational theatre[image: External link] scene has several theaters: ColdTowne Theater, The Hideout Theater, The New Movement Theater, and The Institution Theater. Austin also hosts the Out of Bounds Improv Festival, which draws comedic artists in all disciplines to Austin.
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 Museums and other points of interest




Museums in Austin include the Texas Memorial Museum[image: External link], the Blanton Museum of Art[image: External link] (reopened in 2006), the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum[image: External link] across the street (which opened in 2000), The Contemporary Austin[image: External link], the Elisabet Ney Museum[image: External link] and the galleries at the Harry Ransom Center[image: External link]. The Texas State Capitol[image: External link] itself is also a major tourist attraction.

The Driskill Hotel[image: External link] built in 1886, once owned by George W. Littlefield[image: External link], and located at 6th and Brazos streets, was finished just before the construction of the Capitol building. Sixth Street[image: External link] is a musical hub for the city. The Enchanted Forest, a multi-acre outdoor music, art, and performance art space in South Austin hosts events such as fire-dancing and circus-like-acts.[133] Austin is also home to the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum[image: External link], which houses documents and artifacts related to the Johnson administration, including LBJ's limousine and a re-creation of the Oval Office[image: External link].

Locally produced art is featured at the South Austin Museum of Popular Culture[image: External link]. The Mexic-Arte Museum[image: External link] is a Mexican and Mexican-American art museum founded in 1983. Austin is also home to the O. Henry House Museum, which served as the residence of O. Henry from 1893 to 1895. Farmers' markets are popular attractions, providing a variety of locally grown and often organic foods.[134]

Austin also has many odd statues and landmarks, such as the Stevie Ray Vaughan[image: External link] statue, the Willie Nelson statue, the Mangia dinosaur, the Loca Maria lady at Taco Xpress, the Hyde Park Gym's giant flexed arm, and Daniel Johnston[image: External link]'s Hi, How are You[image: External link]? Jeremiah the Innocent frog mural.[135]

The Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue Bridge[image: External link] houses the world's largest urban population of Mexican free-tailed bats[image: External link]. Starting in March,[136][137] up to 1.5 million bats take up residence inside the bridge's expansion and contraction zones as well as in long horizontal grooves running the length of the bridge's underside, an environment ideally suited for raising their young. Every evening around sunset, the bats emerge in search of insects, an exit visible on weather radar[image: External link]. Watching the bat emergence is an event that is popular with locals and tourists, with more than 100,000 viewers per year. The bats migrate to Mexico each winter.[138]

The Austin Zoo[image: External link], located in unincorporated[image: External link] western Travis County, is a rescue zoo that provides sanctuary to displaced animals from a variety of situations, including those involving neglect.
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in Austin[image: External link]


Many Austinites support the athletic programs of the University of Texas at Austin known as the Texas Longhorns[image: External link]. During the 2005–06 academic term, Longhorns football team[image: External link] was named the NCAA Division I FBS National Football Champion[image: External link], and Longhorns baseball team[image: External link] won the College World Series[image: External link].[139][140] The Texas Longhorns play home games in the state's second-largest sports stadium, Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium, seating over 101,000 fans.[141] Baseball games are played at UFCU Disch–Falk Field[image: External link].

Austin is the most populous city in the United States without a major-league professional sports team[image: External link].[142] Minor-league professional sports came to Austin in 1996, when the Austin Ice Bats[image: External link] began playing at the Travis County Expo Center;[143] they were later replaced by the AHL Texas Stars[image: External link].[144] Austin now hosts a number of other professional teams, including the Austin Spurs[image: External link] of the NBA Development League[image: External link],[145] the Austin Aztex[image: External link] of the United Soccer League[image: External link], the Austin Outlaws[image: External link] in WFA[image: External link] football, and the Austin Aces[image: External link] in WTT[image: External link] tennis.

Natural features like the bicycle-friendly Texas Hill Country[image: External link] and generally mild climate make Austin the home of several endurance and multi-sport races and communities. The Capitol 10,000 is the largest 10 K race in Texas, and approximately fifth largest in the United States.[146] The Austin Marathon[image: External link] has been run in the city every year since 1992. Additionally the city is home to the largest 5 mile race in Texas,[147] named the Turkey Trot as it is run annually on thanksgiving. Started in 1991 by Thundercloud Subs, a local sandwich chain (who still sponsors the event), the event has grown to host over 20,000 runners. All proceeds are donated to Caritas of Austin, a local charity.



	Austin area professional sports teams



	Club
	Sport
	Founded
	League
	Venue



	Round Rock Express[image: External link]
	Baseball
	2000
	Pacific Coast League[image: External link]( AAA[image: External link])
	Dell Diamond[image: External link]



	Austin Spurs[image: External link]
	Basketball
	2005
	NBA D-League
	H-E-B Center at Cedar Park[image: External link]



	Texas Stars[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	2009
	American Hockey League[image: External link]
	H-E-B Center at Cedar Park[image: External link]



	Austin Aztex[image: External link]
	Soccer
	2011
	United Soccer League[image: External link]
	House Park[image: External link]



	Austin Outlaws[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	2003
	Women's Football Alliance[image: External link]
	House Park[image: External link]



	Austin Huns[image: External link]
	Rugby[image: External link]
	1972
	Texas Rugby Union[image: External link]
	Huns Field at Nixon Lane




The Austin-founded American Swimming Association hosts several swim races around town. Austin is also the hometown of several cycling groups and the former seven-time Tour de France champion cyclist[148] Lance Armstrong[image: External link]. Combining these three disciplines is a growing crop of triathlons, including the Capital of Texas Triathlon held every Memorial Day[image: External link] on and around Lady Bird Lake, Auditorium Shores[image: External link], and Downtown Austin[image: External link].[149]

In June 2010 it was announced that the Austin area would host the Formula One[image: External link], United States Grand Prix[image: External link], from 2012 until 2021. The State pledged $25 million in public funds annually for 10 years to pay the sanctioning fees for the race.[150][151] A Formula One circuit was built at an estimated cost of $250 to $300 million, and is located just east of the Austin Bergstrom International Airport[image: External link].[152][153] Circuit of the Americas[image: External link] also plays host to MotoGP World Championships from 2013.

The summer of 2014 marked the inaugural season for World TeamTennis[image: External link] team Austin Aces[image: External link], formerly Orange County Breakers[image: External link] of the southern California region. Austin Aces played their matches at the Cedar Park Center[image: External link] northwest of Austin, and featured former professionals Andy Roddick[image: External link] and Marion Bartoli[image: External link], as well as current WTA tour player Vera Zvonareva[image: External link].[154] The team left after the 2015 season.
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 Parks and recreation




The Austin Parks and Recreation Department received the Excellence in Aquatics award in 1999 and the Gold Medal Awards in 2004 from the National Recreation and Park Association[image: External link].[155][156] Home to more than 50 public swimming pools, Austin has parks and pools throughout the city. There are several well-known swimming locations. These include Deep Eddy Pool, Texas' oldest man-made swimming pool, and Barton Springs Pool[image: External link], the nation's largest natural swimming pool in an urban area.[157][158] Barton Springs Pool is spring-fed while Deep Eddy is well-fed. Both range in temperature from about 68.0 °F (20.0 °C) during the winter to about 71.6 °F (22.0 °C) during the summer.[159][160][161] Hippie Hollow Park[image: External link], a county park situated along Lake Travis, is the only officially sanctioned clothing-optional public park in Texas. Activities include rockclimbing, kayaking, swimming, mountain biking, exploring, and hiking along the greenbelt, a long-spanning area that runs through the city. Some well known naturally forming swimming holes along Austin's greenbelt include Twin Falls, Sculpture Falls and Campbell's Hole. Zilker Park, a large green area close to downtown, forms part of the greenbelt along the Colorado River. Hamilton Pool is a pool and wildlife park located about 30 minutes from the city.[162]

To strengthen the region's parks system, which spans more than 29,000 acres (11,736 ha), The Austin Parks Foundation (APF)[image: External link] was established in 1992 to develop and improve parks in and around Austin. APF works to fill the city's park funding gap by leveraging volunteers, philanthropists, park advocates and strategic collaborations to develop, maintain and enhance Austin's parks, trails and green spaces. APF fosters innovative public/private partnerships and since 2006, has given over 145 grants totaling more than $2 million in service to the greater Austin community.
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 Government and law
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 Crime




The city had 39 homicides in 2016, the most since 1997.[163][164] FBI Statistics show that overall violent and property crimes dropped in Austin in 2015, but increased in suburban areas of the city.[165] One such Southeastern suburb, Del Valle[image: External link] reported 8 homicides within 2 months in 2016.[166] According to 2016 APD crime statistics,[167] the 78723 census tract had the most violent crime, with 6 murders, 25 rapes, and 81 robberies.

One of the first American school mass-shooting incidents took place in Austin on August 1, 1966, when Charles Whitman[image: External link] shot 43 people, killing 13 from the top of the University of Texas tower.[168] This event led to the formation of the SWAT[image: External link] team.[168][169][170]
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 City government




See also: List of mayors of Austin, Texas[image: External link]


Austin is administered by an 11-member city council[image: External link] (10 council members elected by geographic district plus a mayor elected at large). The council is accompanied by a hired city manager[image: External link] under the manager-council system of municipal governance. Council and mayoral elections are non-partisan, with a runoff in case there is no majority winner. A referendum approved by voters on November 6, 2012 changed the council composition from six council members plus a mayor elected at large to the current "10+1" district system. November 2014 marked the first election under the new system.

Austin formerly operated its city hall at 128 West 8th Street.[171] Antoine Predock and Cotera Kolar Negrete & Reed Architects designed a new city hall building, which was intended to reflect what The Dallas Morning News[image: External link] referred to as a "crazy-quilt vitality, that embraces everything from country music to environmental protests and high-tech swagger."[172] The new city hall, built from recycled materials, has solar panels in its garage.[173] The city hall, at 301 West Second Street, opened in November 2004.[174] The current mayor of Austin is Steve Adler[image: External link].

Law enforcement in Austin is provided by the Austin Police Department[image: External link], except for state government buildings, which are patrolled by the Texas Department of Public Safety[image: External link]. The University of Texas Police operate from the University of Texas[image: External link].

Fire protection within the city limits is provided by the Austin Fire Department[image: External link], while the surrounding county is divided into twelve geographical areas known as Emergency Services Districts, which are covered by separate regional fire departments.[175] Emergency Medical Services are provided for the whole county by "Austin-Travis County Emergency Medical Services".[176][177]
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 State and federal representation




The Texas Department of Transportation[image: External link] operates the Austin District Office in Austin.[179]

The Texas Department of Criminal Justice[image: External link] (TDCJ) operates the Austin I and Austin II district parole offices in Austin.[180]

The United States Postal Service[image: External link] operates several post offices in Austin.

See also: Government of Texas[image: External link] and List of capitals in the United States[image: External link]
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 Politics






	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic



	2016[image: External link]
	27.4% 126,750

	
66.3% 306,475




	2012[image: External link]
	36.2% 140,152

	
60.1% 232,788




	2008[image: External link]
	34.3% 136,981

	
63.5% 254,017




	2004[image: External link]
	42.0% 147,885

	
56.0% 197,235




	2000[image: External link]
	
46.9% 141,235

	41.7% 125,526




	1996[image: External link]
	39.9% 98,454

	
52.3% 128,970




	1992[image: External link]
	31.9% 88,105

	
47.3% 130,546




	1988[image: External link]
	44.9% 105,915

	
54.1% 127,783




	1984[image: External link]
	
56.8% 124,944

	42.8% 94,124




	1980[image: External link]
	45.7% 73,151

	
46.9% 75,028




	1976[image: External link]
	46.7% 71,031

	
51.6% 78,585




	1972[image: External link]
	
56.3% 70,561

	43.2% 54,157




	1968[image: External link]
	41.6% 34,309

	
48.1% 39,667




	1964[image: External link]
	31.0% 19,838

	
68.9% 44,058




	1960[image: External link]
	44.9% 22,107

	
54.9% 27,022





Austin is known as an enclave of liberal[image: External link] politics in an otherwise conservative state—so much so, that the city is sometimes sarcastically called the "People's Republic of Austin" by residents of other parts of Texas, and conservatives in the Texas Legislature.[181][182]

Since redistricting following the 2010 United States Census, Austin has been divided between six congressional districts at the federal level: Texas's 35th[image: External link], Texas's 25th[image: External link], Texas's 10th[image: External link], Texas's 21st[image: External link], Texas's 17th[image: External link], and Texas's 31st[image: External link]. Texas's 35th congressional district is represented by Democrat Lloyd Doggett[image: External link]. The other five districts are represented by Republicans, of whom only one, Michael McCaul[image: External link] of the 10th district, lives in Travis County[image: External link].

As a result of the major party realignment that began in the 1970s, central Austin became a stronghold of the Democratic Party[image: External link], while the suburbs tend to vote Republican[image: External link]. A controversial turning point in the political history of the Austin area was the 2003 Texas redistricting[image: External link]. Opponents characterized the resulting district layout as excessively partisan gerrymandering[image: External link], and the plan was challenged in court by Democratic and minority activists; of note, the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link] has never struck down a redistricting plan for being excessively partisan. The plan was subsequently upheld by a three-judge federal panel in late 2003, and on June 28, 2006, the matter was largely settled when the Supreme Court, in a 7–2 decision, upheld the entire congressional redistricting plan with the exception of a Hispanic-majority district in southwest Texas. This affected Austin's districting, as U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett[image: External link]'s district (U.S. Congressional District 25) was found to be insufficiently compact to compensate for the reduced minority influence[image: External link] in the southwest district; it was redrawn so that it took in most of southeastern Travis County and several counties to its south and east.[183]

Overall, the city is a blend of downtown liberalism and suburban conservatism but leans to the political left as a whole. The city last went to a Republican candidate in 2000 when former Texas Governor George W. Bush successfully ran for President. In 2004, the Democrats rebounded strongly as John Kerry enjoyed a 14.0% margin over Bush, who once again won Texas.[184]

City residents have been supportive of alternative candidates; for example, Ralph Nader[image: External link] won 10.4% of the vote in Austin in 2000.

In 2003, the city adopted a resolution against the USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link] that reaffirmed constitutionally guaranteed rights. Of Austin's six state legislative districts, three are strongly Democratic and three are swing districts, two of which are held by Democrats and one of which is held by a Republican. However, two of its three congressional districts (the 10th[image: External link] and the 21st[image: External link]) are presently held by Republicans, with only the 25th[image: External link] held by a Democrat. This is largely due to the 2003 redistricting, which left downtown Austin without an exclusive congressional seat of its own. Travis County was also the only county in Texas to reject Texas Constitutional Amendment Proposition 2 that effectively outlawed gay marriage and status equal or similar to it and did so by a wide margin (40% for, 60% against).[185][186][187]

Two of the candidates for president in the 2004 race called Austin home. Michael Badnarik[image: External link], the Libertarian Party candidate, and David Cobb[image: External link] of the Green Party[image: External link] both had lived in Austin. During the run up to the election in November, a presidential debate was held at the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link] student union involving the two candidates. While the Commission on Presidential Debates[image: External link] only invites Democrats and Republicans to participate in televised debates, the debate at UT was open to all presidential candidates. Austin also hosted one of the last presidential debates between Barack Obama[image: External link] and Hillary Clinton[image: External link] during their heated race for the Democratic nomination in 2008.[188]

In the 2016 presidential election, Travis County, which contains the majority of Austin, voted for Hillary Clinton[image: External link] (D) by a 38.9-point margin (66.3% to 27.4%).[189]
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 Environmental movement




The distinguishing political movement of Austin politics has been that of the environmental movement, which spawned the parallel neighborhood movement, then the more recent conservationist movement (as typified by the Hill Country Conservancy),[190] and eventually the current ongoing debate about "sense of place" and preserving the Austin quality of life. Much of the environmental movement has matured into a debate on issues related to saving and creating an Austin "sense of place."[191] In 2012, Austin became just one of a few cities in Texas[image: External link] to ban the sale and use of plastic bags.
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 Education




Researchers at Central Connecticut State University[image: External link] ranked Austin the 16th most literate city in the United States for 2008.[192] The Austin Public Library[image: External link] operates the John Henry Faulk[image: External link] Library and various library branches. In addition, the University of Texas at Austin operates the seventh-largest academic library in the nation.[193]

Austin was voted "America's No.1 College Town" by the Travel Channel.[194] Over 43 percent of Austin residents age 25 and over hold a bachelor's degree, while 16 percent hold a graduate degree.[195] In 2009, greater Austin ranked eighth among metropolitan areas in the United States for bachelor's degree attainment with nearly 39 percent of area residents over 25 holding a bachelor's degree.[196]
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 Higher education




Austin is home to the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], the flagship institution of the University of Texas System[image: External link] with over 38,000 undergraduate students and 12,000 graduate students. In 2015 rankings, the university was ranked 53rd among "National Universities" (17th among public universities) by U.S. News & World Report.[197] UT has annual research expenditures of over $595 million[198] and has the highest-ranked business, engineering, and law programs of any university in the state of Texas.[199][200][201]

Other institutions of higher learning in Austin include St. Edward's University[image: External link], Huston-Tillotson University[image: External link], Austin Community College[image: External link], Concordia University[image: External link], the Seminary of the Southwest[image: External link], the Acton School of Business[image: External link], Texas Health and Science University[image: External link], University of St. Augustine for Health Sciences[image: External link], Austin Graduate School of Theology[image: External link], Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary[image: External link], Virginia College[image: External link]'s Austin Campus, The Art Institute of Austin[image: External link], Southern Careers Institute of Austin, Austin Conservatory and a branch of Park University[image: External link].
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 Public primary and secondary education




The Austin area has 29 public school districts, 17 charter schools and 69 private schools.[202] Most of the city is served by the Austin Independent School District[image: External link]. This district includes notable schools such as the magnet Liberal Arts and Science Academy High School of Austin, Texas[image: External link] (LASA), which, by test scores, has consistently been within the top thirty high schools in the nation, as well as The Ann Richards School for Young Women Leaders. Some parts of Austin are served by other districts, including Round Rock[image: External link], Pflugerville[image: External link], Leander[image: External link], Manor[image: External link], Del Valle[image: External link], Lake Travis[image: External link], Hays[image: External link], and Eanes ISDs[image: External link].[203] Four of the metro's major public school systems, representing 54% of area enrollment, are included in Expansion Management magazine's latest annual education quality ratings of nearly 2,800 school districts nationwide. Two districts—Eanes and Round Rock—are rated "gold medal", the highest of the magazine's cost-performance categories.[202]
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 Private and alternative education




Austin has a large network of private and alternative education institutions for children in preschool-12th grade including Abrome, ACE Academy, Acton Academy, Austin International School, Austin Jewish Academy, Austin Peace Academy, The Austin School for the Performing and Visual Arts, The Austin Waldorf School, Brentwood Christian School, Cleaview Sudbury School, Concordia Academy[image: External link], The Griffin School, Holy Family Catholic School, Huntington-Surrey, Inside Outside School, Integrity Academy, Hyde Park Baptist, The Khabele School[image: External link], Kirby Hall School, Long-View Micro School[image: External link], Paragon Preparatory Middle School, Progress School, Redeemer Lutheran School, Regents School of Austin[image: External link], Renaissance Academy, San Juan Diego Catholic High School[image: External link], Skybridge Academy, St. Andrew's Episcopal School[image: External link], St. Austin Catholic School[image: External link], St. Francis School[image: External link], St. Gabriel's Catholic School[image: External link], St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic School, St. Mary's, St. Michael's Catholic Academy[image: External link], St. Paul Lutheran School, St. Stephen's Episcopal School[image: External link], St. Theresa's, Trinity Episcopal School, and a number of Montessori schools.

Along with homeschooling & " unschooling[image: External link]" communities, Austin is home to a number of part-time learning environments designed to offer basic academics and inspired mentoring. Such current resources include the Whole Life Learning Center and AHB Community School.

Austin is also home to child developmental institutions including the Center for Autism and Related Disorders[image: External link], the Central Texas Autism Center, Johnson Center for Child Health and Development[image: External link] and many more.
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 Media




See also: List of newspapers in Texas[image: External link], List of radio stations in Texas[image: External link], and List of television stations in Texas[image: External link]


Austin's main daily newspaper is the Austin American-Statesman[image: External link]. The Austin Chronicle[image: External link] is Austin's alternative weekly[image: External link], while The Daily Texan[image: External link] is the student newspaper of the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link]. Austin's business newspaper is the weekly Austin Business Journal[image: External link]. The Austin Monitor[image: External link] is an online outlet that specializes in insider reporting on City Hall, Travis County Commissioners Court, AISD, and other related local civics beats. The Monitor is backed by the nonprofit Capital of Texas Media Foundation. Austin also has numerous smaller special interest or sub-regional newspapers such as the Oak Hill Gazette[image: External link], Westlake Picayune, Hill Country News, Round Rock Leader, NOKOA, and The Villager among others. Texas Monthly[image: External link], a major regional magazine, is also headquartered in Austin. The Texas Observer[image: External link], a muckraking biweekly political magazine, has been based in Austin for over five decades. The weekly Community Impact Newspaper[image: External link] newspaper published by John Garrett, former publisher of the Austin Business Journal[image: External link] has five regional editions and is delivered to every house and business within certain zip codes and all of the news is specific to those zip codes.[204] Another statewide publication based in Austin is The Texas Tribune[image: External link], an on-line publication focused on Texas politics.[205] The Tribune is "user-supported" through donations, a business model similar to public radio.[206] The Editor is Evan Smith[image: External link], former Editor of Texas Monthly. Smith co-founded the Texas Tribune, a nonprofit, non-partisan public media organization, with Austin venture capitalist John Thornton and veteran journalist Ross Ramsey.[205][207]

Commercial radio stations include KASE-FM[image: External link] ( country[image: External link]), KVET[image: External link] (sports), KVET-FM[image: External link] (country), KKMJ-FM[image: External link] (adult contemporary[image: External link]), KLBJ[image: External link] (talk), KLBJ-FM[image: External link] (classic rock[image: External link]), KTAE[image: External link] (Christian talk), KFMK[image: External link] (contemporary Christian), KOKE-FM[image: External link] (progressive country[image: External link]) and KPEZ[image: External link] (rhythmic contemporary[image: External link]). KUT-FM[image: External link] is the leading public radio[image: External link] station in Texas and produces the majority of its content locally.[208] KOOP (FM)[image: External link] is a volunteer-run radio station with more than 60 locally produced programs.[209] KVRX[image: External link] is the student-run college radio station of the University of Texas at Austin with a focus on local and non-mainstream music and community programming.[210] Other listener-supported stations include KAZI[image: External link] (urban contemporary[image: External link]), and KMFA[image: External link] ( classical[image: External link])

Network television stations (affiliations in parentheses) include KTBC[image: External link] (Fox O&O[image: External link]), KVUE[image: External link] (ABC), KXAN[image: External link] (NBC), KEYE-TV[image: External link] (CBS), KLRU[image: External link] (PBS), KNVA[image: External link] (The CW), KBVO[image: External link] (My Network TV), and KAKW[image: External link] (Univision O&O[image: External link]). KLRU produces several award-winning locally produced programs such as Austin City Limits[image: External link].[211] Alex Jones, journalist, radio show host and filmmaker, produces his talk show The Alex Jones Show[image: External link] in Austin which broadcasts nationally on more than 60 AM and FM radio stations in the United States[image: External link], WWCR[image: External link] Radio shortwave and XM Radio[image: External link]: Channel 166.[212]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Transportation




Of all the people who work in Austin, 73% drive alone, 10% carpool, 6% work from home, 5% take the bus, 2% walk, and 1% bicycle.[213]
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 Highways




See also: List of highways in Travis County, Texas[image: External link]


Central Austin lies between two major north-south freeways: Interstate 35[image: External link] to the east and the Mopac Expressway (Loop 1)[image: External link] to the west. U.S. Highway 183[image: External link] runs from northwest to southeast, and State Highway 71[image: External link] crosses the southern part of the city from east to west, completing a rough "box" around central and north-central Austin. Austin is the largest city in the United States to be served by only one Interstate Highway.

U.S. Highway 290[image: External link] enters Austin from the east and merges into Interstate 35. Its highway designation continues south on I-35 and then becomes part of Highway 71, continuing to the west. Highway 290 splits from Highway 71 in southwest Austin, in an interchange known as "The Y." Highway 71 continues to Brady, Texas[image: External link], and Highway 290 continues west to intersect Interstate 10[image: External link] near Junction[image: External link]. Interstate 35 continues south through San Antonio[image: External link] to Laredo[image: External link] on the Texas-Mexico border. Interstate 35 is the highway link to the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex in northern Texas. There are two links to Houston, Texas (Highway 290 and State Highway 71/Interstate 10). Highway 183 leads northwest of Austin toward Lampasas[image: External link].

In the mid-1980s, construction was completed on Loop 360[image: External link], a scenic highway that curves through the hill country from near the 71/Mopac interchange in the south to near the 183/Mopac interchange in the north. The iconic Pennybacker Bridge[image: External link], also known as the "360 Bridge", crosses Lake Austin to connect the northern and southern portions of Loop 360.
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 Tollways




State Highway 130[image: External link] is a bypass route designed to relieve traffic congestion, starting from Interstate 35 just north of Georgetown and running along a parallel route to the east, where it bypasses Round Rock[image: External link], Austin, San Marcos[image: External link] and New Braunfels[image: External link] before ending at Interstate 10[image: External link] east of Seguin[image: External link], where drivers could drive 30 miles (48 km) west to return to Interstate 35 in San Antonio[image: External link]. The first segment was opened in November 2006, which was located east of Austin–Bergstrom International Airport[image: External link] at Austin's southeast corner on State Highway 71[image: External link]. Highway 130 runs concurrently with Highway 45 from Pflugerville[image: External link] on the north until it reaches US 183[image: External link] well south of Austin, where it splits off and goes west. The entire route of State Highway 130 is now complete with last leg, which opened on November 1, 2012. The highway is noted for having the entire route with a speed limit of at least 80 mph (130 km/h). The 41-mile section of the toll road between Mustang Ridge and Seguin has a posted speed limit of 85 mph (137 km/h), the highest posted speed limit in the United States[image: External link].

State Highway 45[image: External link] runs east-west from just south of Highway 183 in Cedar Park[image: External link] to 130 inside Pflugerville[image: External link] (just east of Round Rock). A tolled extension of State Highway Loop 1 was also created. A new southeast leg of Highway 45 has recently been completed, running from US 183 and the south end of Segment 5 of TX-130 south of Austin due west to I-35 at the FM 1327[image: External link]/Creedmoor exit between the south end of Austin and Buda[image: External link]. The 183A Toll Road opened March 2007, providing a tolled alternative to U.S. 183 through the cities of Leander[image: External link] and Cedar Park[image: External link]. Currently under construction is a change to East US 290 from US 183 to the town of Manor. Officially, the tollway will be dubbed Tollway 290 with the Manor Expressway as a nickname. Despite the overwhelming initial opposition to the toll road concept when it was first announced, all three toll roads have exceeded revenue projections.[214]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Airports




Austin's airport is Austin–Bergstrom International Airport[image: External link] (ABIA) (IATA code[image: External link] AUS), located 5 miles (8 km) southeast of the city. The airport is on the site of the former Bergstrom Air Force Base[image: External link], which was closed in 1993 as part of the Base Realignment and Closure[image: External link] process. Previously, Robert Mueller Municipal Airport[image: External link] was the commercial airport of Austin. Austin Executive Airport[image: External link] serves the general aviation coming into the city, as well as other smaller airports outside of the city centre.
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 Intercity bus service




Greyhound Lines[image: External link] operates the Austin Station at 916 East Koenig Lane, just east of Airport Boulevard and adjacent to Highland Mall[image: External link].[215] Turimex Internacional operates bus service from Austin to Nuevo Laredo and on to many destinations in Mexico. The Turimex station is located at 5012 East 7th Street, near Shady Lane.[216]

Megabus[image: External link] offers daily service to San Antonio, Dallas/Fort Worth and Houston from a stop at Dobie Center[image: External link].[217]
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 Public transportation




See also: Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority Capital Metro[image: External link] provides public transportation to the city, primarily by bus. Capital Metro is planning to change some routes to "Rapid Lines." The lines will feature 60 ft (18 m) long, train-like, high-tech buses. This addition is going to be implemented to help reduce congestion. Capital Metro opened a 32-mile (51 km) commuter rail[image: External link] system known as Capital MetroRail[image: External link] on March 22, 2010.[218] The system was built on existing freight rail lines and serves downtown Austin, East Austin, North Central Austin, Northwest Austin, and Leander in its first phase. Future expansion could include a line to Manor and another to Round Rock. Capital Metro[image: External link] is also looking into a light rail system to connect most of Downtown, the University of Texas at Austin, and the 700-acre (2.8 km2) Mueller Airport Redevelopment[image: External link]. The light rail system would help connect the MetroRail line to key destinations in Central Austin. On August 7, 2014, the Austin City Council unanimously voted to place a $600 million light rail bond proposal on the November 4, 2014 ballot.[219] Implementation of this package is contingent on matching funding from Federal transit grants. If Federal funding is available, Austin would begin construction of a light rail line that would run from Riverside Drive to the Highland Austin Community College Campus.

Capital Area Rural Transportation System[image: External link] connects Austin with outlying suburbs.

An Amtrak[image: External link] Texas Eagle[image: External link] station[image: External link] is located in west downtown. Segments of the Amtrak route between Austin and San Antonio are under evaluation for a future regional passenger rail corridor as an alternative to the traffic congestion of Interstate 35. This is a multi jurisdictional project called Lone Star Rail[image: External link]. Austin is also home to Car2Go[image: External link], a carsharing[image: External link] program. Austin was chosen as the first city in the western hemisphere to host this company's business, which is based in Germany.
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 Cycling




Austin is known as the most bike-friendly city in Texas, and was ranked the #7 city in the US by Bicycling Magazine[image: External link] in 2016.[220] Austin has a Silver-level rating from the League of American Bicyclists[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] There are over 80 miles (130 kilometres) of bike lanes in Austin. Over 2% of commuters get to work by bike and many more Austinites ride for daily transportation needs, according to the American Community Survey. The North Loop neighborhood along with the Manor Road area have the highest bike commuting rates, with over 13% of residents biking to work in 2012. Biking is also very popular recreationally with the extensive network of trails in the city.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The city's bike advocacy organization is Bike Austin.[221] Bike Texas, a state-level advocacy also has its main office in Austin.[222]

Bicycles[image: External link] are a popular transportation choice among students, faculty, and staff at the University of Texas, Austin[image: External link]. According to a survey done at UT, 57% of commuters bike to campus.[223]
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 Walkability




A 2013 study by Walk Score[image: External link] ranked Austin 35th most walkable of the 50 largest U.S. cities. This is considered a medium low ranking.[224]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Austin, Texas[image: External link]


See also: List of University of Texas at Austin alumni[image: External link]
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 Twin towns – Sister cities




List of sister cities[image: External link] of Austin, Texas, designated by Sister Cities International[image: External link].[225]


	
Adelaide[image: External link], South Australia[image: External link], Australia – since 1983

	
Angers[image: External link], Maine-et-Loire[image: External link], Pays de la Loire[image: External link], France – since 2011

	
Manaus[image: External link], Amazonas[image: External link], Brazil – since 2015[226]


	
Antalya Kepez[image: External link], Turkey – since 2009

	
Gwangmyeong[image: External link], Gyeonggi[image: External link], South Korea – since 2001

	
Hackney[image: External link], Greater London[image: External link], England, United Kingdom[image: External link] - since February 2014[227]


	
Koblenz[image: External link], Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link], Germany – since 1991

	
Lima[image: External link], Peru – since 1981

	
Maseru[image: External link], Lesotho – since 1978

	
Ōita City[image: External link], Japan – since 1990

	
Orlu[image: External link], Imo[image: External link], Nigeria – since 2000

	
Saltillo[image: External link], Coahuila[image: External link], Mexico – since 1968

	
Taichung[image: External link], Taiwan – since 1986

	
Xishuangbanna[image: External link], Yunnan[image: External link], China – since 1997



The cities of Belo Horizonte[image: External link], Minas Gerais[image: External link], Brazil and Elche[image: External link], Alicante[image: External link], Valencian Community[image: External link], Spain were formerly sister cities, but upon a vote of the Austin City Council in 1991, their status was de-activated.[228]
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 See also





	List of Austinites[image: External link]

	List of companies based in Austin, Texas[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Travis County, Texas[image: External link]

	Silicon Hills[image: External link]

	
Easton Park[image: External link] – a Planned unit development[image: External link] in the southeast portion of Austin

	South by Southwest[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the highest and lowest temperature readings during an entire month or year) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Austin were kept at downtown from September 1891 to July 1942, Mueller Airport[image: External link] from August 1942 to June 1999, and at Camp Mabry since July 1999. For more information, see Threadex[image: External link]
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Los Angeles






This article is about the U.S. city. For the county in California, see Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"L.A." and "City of Los Angeles" redirect here. For other uses, see L.A. (disambiguation)[image: External link] and City of Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Los Angeles ( i[image: External link]/las 'aendZels /[image: External link],[14] Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels"; Spanish pronunciation: [los ˈaŋxeles][image: External link]), officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a U.S. Census[image: External link]-estimated 2016 population of 3,976,322,[15] it is the second-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in the state[image: External link] of California. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2).[7] The city is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the country. Los Angeles is the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], and is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach[image: External link] combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA), the second most populous[image: External link] in the nation with a 2015 estimated population of 18.7 million.[16]

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[17] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels", Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also one of the most substantial economic engines within the nation, with a diverse economy in a broad range of professional and cultural fields. Los Angeles is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the world entertainment industry. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) also has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas.
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 History




Main article: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Los Angeles in the 1920s[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The Los Angeles coastal area was first settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native American tribes thousands of years ago. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place".[18][19]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] of the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[20] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[21]
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 Spanish period




In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[22] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English it is "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciúncula". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link].[23] Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[24] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[25] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[26]
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 Mexican period




New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[27]
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Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[28]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[29] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[30]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[31] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[32] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[33] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[34][35][36]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[37] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[38] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[39] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[40]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[41] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[42]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[43] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[44]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[45] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[46][47]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake[image: External link] shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[48] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[49]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[50]
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See also: Los Angeles Basin[image: External link]; San Fernando Valley[image: External link]; Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]; and Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]
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Main article: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[51] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[52] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[53]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].
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The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of which are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[54]

Los Angeles is often characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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See also: List of sites of interest in the Los Angeles area[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]


Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link], Dolby Theatre[image: External link], Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link], Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[7] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[55][56] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[57] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].
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Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[58] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[59] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[60] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[61] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[62] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[63] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge[image: External link] events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[64]
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Main article: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid either Köppen's BSh or BSk (semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[65] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[65] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[66] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[67] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[68]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[69] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[70]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[66] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[66] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[66] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[66][71] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[66][72] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[66] on January 4, 1949.[66] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.





	Climate data for Los Angeles ( USC[image: External link], Downtown[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1877–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	112

(44)
	109

(43)
	106

(41)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	100

(38)
	92

(33)
	113

(45)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	83.3

(28.5)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.2

(32.9)
	89.7

(32.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	94.1

(34.5)
	95.3

(35.2)
	98.9

(37.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	88.0

(31.1)
	81.4

(27.4)
	102.7

(39.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	68.6

(20.3)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.7

(22.6)
	74.5

(23.6)
	78.1

(25.6)
	83.1

(28.4)
	84.4

(29.1)
	83.1

(28.4)
	78.5

(25.8)
	72.8

(22.7)
	67.7

(19.8)
	75.2

(24)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	58.9

(14.9)
	60.6

(15.9)
	63.1

(17.3)
	65.8

(18.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	74.3

(23.5)
	73.1

(22.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	62.4

(16.9)
	57.6

(14.2)
	65.4

(18.6)



	Average low °F (°C)
	47.8

(8.8)
	49.3

(9.6)
	51.0

(10.6)
	53.5

(11.9)
	57.1

(13.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	63.6

(17.6)
	64.1

(17.8)
	63.1

(17.3)
	58.7

(14.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	47.5

(8.6)
	55.7

(13.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.3

(5.2)
	42.9

(6.1)
	44.9

(7.2)
	48.4

(9.1)
	53.6

(12)
	57.2

(14)
	61.2

(16.2)
	61.8

(16.6)
	59.2

(15.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	45.0

(7.2)
	40.8

(4.9)
	39.1

(3.9)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	28

(−2)
	31

(−1)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	46

(8)
	49

(9)
	49

(9)
	44

(7)
	40

(4)
	34

(1)
	30

(−1)
	28

(−2)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.80

(96.5)
	2.43

(61.7)
	0.91

(23.1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.09

(2.3)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.66

(16.8)
	1.04

(26.4)
	2.33

(59.2)
	14.93

(379.2)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.1
	6.4
	5.5
	3.2
	1.3
	0.6
	0.3
	0.3
	1.0
	2.5
	3.3
	5.2
	35.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	225.3
	222.5
	267.0
	303.5
	276.2
	275.8
	364.1
	349.5
	278.5
	255.1
	217.3
	219.4
	3,254.2



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	71
	72
	72
	78
	64
	64
	83
	84
	75
	73
	70
	71
	73



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1977)[73][74][75]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (LAX), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1944–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	91

(33)
	92

(33)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	103

(39)
	93

(34)
	98

(37)
	106

(41)
	101

(38)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	81.2

(27.3)
	81.0

(27.2)
	79.6

(26.4)
	83.4

(28.6)
	79.9

(26.6)
	80.0

(26.7)
	83.6

(28.7)
	85.7

(29.8)
	90.1

(32.3)
	89.9

(32.2)
	85.5

(29.7)
	78.9

(26.1)
	94.7

(34.8)



	Average high °F (°C)
	64.6

(18.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	64.4

(18)
	66.4

(19.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	70.6

(21.4)
	73.8

(23.2)
	74.9

(23.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	72.5

(22.5)
	68.9

(20.5)
	64.6

(18.1)
	69.0

(20.6)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	56.7

(13.7)
	57.1

(13.9)
	58.0

(14.4)
	60.1

(15.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	65.5

(18.6)
	68.8

(20.4)
	69.6

(20.9)
	68.9

(20.5)
	65.9

(18.8)
	61.1

(16.2)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	48.8

(9.3)
	50.0

(10)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.8

(12.1)
	57.3

(14.1)
	60.5

(15.8)
	63.7

(17.6)
	64.3

(17.9)
	63.2

(17.3)
	59.3

(15.2)
	53.2

(11.8)
	48.7

(9.3)
	56.2

(13.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.1

(5.1)
	42.5

(5.8)
	44.6

(7)
	47.5

(8.6)
	52.5

(11.4)
	56.2

(13.4)
	59.8

(15.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	58.4

(14.7)
	52.7

(11.5)
	45.3

(7.4)
	40.9

(4.9)
	38.8

(3.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	27

(−3)
	34

(1)
	35

(2)
	42

(6)
	45

(7)
	48

(9)
	52

(11)
	51

(11)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	38

(3)
	32

(0)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	2.71

(68.8)
	3.25

(82.6)
	1.85

(47)
	0.70

(17.8)
	0.22

(5.6)
	0.08

(2)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.21

(5.3)
	0.56

(14.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	2.05

(52.1)
	12.82

(325.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	2.8
	1.2
	0.6
	0.5
	0.3
	1.0
	2.3
	3.4
	5.2
	35.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.4
	67.9
	70.5
	71.0
	74.0
	75.9
	76.6
	76.6
	74.2
	70.5
	65.5
	62.9
	70.8



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1961–1990)[73][76][77]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (Canoga Park[image: External link], in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	93

(34)
	94

(34)
	101

(38)
	105

(41)
	113

(45)
	113

(45)
	115

(46)
	116

(47)
	115

(46)
	110

(43)
	99

(37)
	96

(36)
	116

(47)



	Average high °F (°C)
	67.9

(19.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	72.0

(22.2)
	77.7

(25.4)
	81.3

(27.4)
	88.8

(31.6)
	95.0

(35)
	96.0

(35.6)
	91.7

(33.2)
	84.4

(29.1)
	74.7

(23.7)
	68.8

(20.4)
	80.7

(27.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.7

(12.1)
	55.4

(13)
	57.2

(14)
	61.3

(16.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	76.8

(24.9)
	73.5

(23.1)
	66.8

(19.3)
	58.2

(14.6)
	53.6

(12)
	64.1

(17.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.5

(4.2)
	40.9

(4.9)
	42.3

(5.7)
	44.8

(7.1)
	49.1

(9.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	56.9

(13.8)
	57.6

(14.2)
	55.2

(12.9)
	49.2

(9.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	38.3

(3.5)
	47.4

(8.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	18

(−8)
	26

(−3)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	42

(6)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	27

(−3)
	23

(−5)
	20

(−7)
	18

(−8)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.83

(97.3)
	4.40

(111.8)
	3.60

(91.4)
	0.88

(22.4)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.62

(15.7)
	1.29

(32.8)
	2.38

(60.5)
	17.79

(452)



	Average rainy days
	6.2
	5.9
	6.1
	3.0
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0.7
	1.3
	2.0
	3.2
	4.4
	34.6



	Source: NOAA[66]
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 Environmental issues




Further information: Pollution in California § Los Angeles air pollution[image: External link]


A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[18][19] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[78][79] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[80]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[81] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric[image: External link] and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[82] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[83] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[84] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[85] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[86]

Climate change[image: External link] has already affected Los Angeles with a 4 degree average temperature rise from 1878 to 2005 with a UCLA[image: External link] study predicting that coastal areas will rise 3 to 4 degrees in temperature and urban areas 4 to 4.5 degrees.[87] In 2014, the fire season never finished in Southern California and studies have predicted that climate change will cause more frequent and larger fires by the end of the century.[87] Climate change is also expected to affect sea levels which are expected to rise 5 to 24 inches from 2000 to 2050 leading to higher storm surge and waves, which could result in more extensive flooding that could threaten critical coastal infrastructure.[87]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[88]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	1,610
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,385
	
	172.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	5,728
	
	30.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,183
	
	95.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	50,395
	
	350.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	102,479
	
	103.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	319,198
	
	211.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	576,673
	
	80.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,238,048
	
	114.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,504,277
	
	21.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,970,358
	
	31.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,479,015
	
	25.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,811,801
	
	13.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,968,528
	
	5.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,485,398
	
	17.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,694,820
	
	6.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,792,621
	
	2.6%



	Est. 2016
	3,976,322
	[89]
	4.8%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[90]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][91] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[92] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[92] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[92]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[92]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[92]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[92]
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 Race and ethnicity






	Racial composition
	2010[92]
	1990[93]
	1970[93]
	1940[93]



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	28.7%
	37.3%
	61.1%[94]
	86.3%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	9.6%
	14.0%
	17.9%
	4.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	48.5%
	39.9%
	17.1%[94]
	7.1%[95]



	Asian[image: External link]
	11.3%
	9.8%
	3.6%
	2.2%




According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans[image: External link] (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[92] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%). Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[96] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link] and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[92] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[93] The majority of the Non-Hispanic white population is living in areas along the Pacific coast as well as in neighborhoods near and on the Santa Monica Mountains from the Pacific Palisades[image: External link] to Los Feliz[image: External link].

Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Hispanics at 31.9% of Los Angeles' population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Hispanic population has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community and is spread well-nigh throughout the entire city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area. It is most heavily concentrated in regions around Downtown as East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Westlake[image: External link]. Furthermore, a vast majority of residents in neighborhoods in eastern South Los Angeles[image: External link] towards Downey[image: External link] are of Hispanic origin.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles' population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles' population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles' population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large population of Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

See also: African-American neighborhoods in Los Angeles[image: External link]


African Americans[image: External link] have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[97] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, as Mid-City[image: External link] and Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] have a moderate concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[93]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[98][99] The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[100] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[101] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011 the once common but ultimately lapsed custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honour of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781 was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[102] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[103] Many of Los Angeles' Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[104] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[105] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[106]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1927 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood neighborhood[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[107]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].

Because of Los Angeles' large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Islam[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist[image: External link] congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. Atheism and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].
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 Economy




Further information: Los Angeles County, California § Economy[image: External link]


See also: Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce[image: External link]


The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation.

Three of the six major film studios—Paramount Pictures[image: External link], 20th Century Fox[image: External link], and Universal Pictures[image: External link]—are located within the city limits.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[108] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[108]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[109] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[110] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[111]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[112] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[113]
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 Fortune 500




The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[114]



	Top publicly traded companies

in Los Angeles for 2014

(ranked by revenues)

with City and U.S. ranks



	L.A.
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	1
	
	Occidental Petroleum[image: External link] Corporation
	
	116



	2
	
	Health Net, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	254



	3
	
	Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co.[image: External link]
	
	299



	4
	
	AECOM Technology Corporation[image: External link]
	
	332



	5
	
	Oaktree Capital Group, LLC[image: External link]
	
	354



	6
	
	CBRE Group, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	363



	Source: Fortune 500[115]
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 Culture




Main article: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[116] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[117]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards[image: External link] and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[118]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles' cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[117] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[119] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Museums and galleries




See also: Los Angeles City Museums[image: External link]


There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[120] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[120] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[121]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[122]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[123]
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 Sports




See also: Sports in Los Angeles[image: External link] and History of the National Football League in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of ten top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2020 season.[124][125][126] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced that they will become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and will play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next three seasons.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and is currently bidding for 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link], with Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] as the host stadium. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][127] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[128]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in nearby Pasadena.
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 Government




Main article: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Government of Los Angeles County[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[129] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[130] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[131] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[132]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of criminal gangs in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[133][134] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[135][136] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[137] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[138] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[139]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][140] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[140]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[141] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[142]
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 Education
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 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.
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 Schools and libraries




See also: Los Angeles County, California § Colleges and universities[image: External link]; and List of high schools in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]


Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[143] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools[image: External link] help compete with local private schools.

Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[144] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: List of television shows set in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[145]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], and NBC[image: External link], all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Chennel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9) and KTLA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 5), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter, Variety (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[146]
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Main article: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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Main article: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[147] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[148] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles's mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[149]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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Main article: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[150] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[150] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[151]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[152] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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Main article: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT,  ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR,  ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Bob Hope Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Burbank Airport; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA,  ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY,  ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[153]
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The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[154][155] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[156] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles' World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[157]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles' coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.
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Main article: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[158] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[159][160]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[161]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[162]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[163]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[164]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[165]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[166]


	London, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Łódź, Poland[image: External link]

	Manchester, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link][167]
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For other uses, see California (disambiguation)[image: External link].

California ( i[image: External link]/,kael'fo:rnje, -ni.e /[image: External link] KAL-ə-FORN -yə[image: External link], KAL-ə-FORN -ee-ə[image: External link]) is the most populous state[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and the third most extensive[image: External link] by area. Located on the western (Pacific Ocean[image: External link]) coast of the U.S., California is bordered by Oregon[image: External link] to the north, Nevada[image: External link], to the east and northeast, Arizona[image: External link] to the southeast and it shares an international border[image: External link] with the Mexican state[image: External link] of Baja California[image: External link] to the south. The state capital is Sacramento[image: External link]. Los Angeles is California's most populous city[image: External link], and the country's second largest[image: External link] after New York City[image: External link]. The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] are the nation's second- and fifth-most populous urban regions[image: External link], respectively. California also has the nation's most populous county[image: External link], Los Angeles County[image: External link], and its largest county[image: External link] by area, San Bernardino County[image: External link].

California's diverse geography ranges from the Pacific Coast[image: External link] in the west to the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] mountain range in the east; and from the redwood[image: External link]–Douglas fir[image: External link] forests in the northwest to the Mojave Desert[image: External link] in the southeast. The Central Valley[image: External link], a major agricultural area, dominates the state's center. Though California is well-known for its warm Mediterranean climate[image: External link], the large size of the state means it can vary from moist temperate rainforest[image: External link] in the north, to arid desert[image: External link] in the interior, as well as snowy alpine[image: External link] in the mountains.

What is now California was first settled by various Native American tribes[image: External link] before being explored by a number of European expeditions during the 16th and 17th centuries. The Spanish Empire[image: External link] then claimed it as part of Alta California[image: External link] in their New Spain[image: External link] colony. The area became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following its successful war for independence[image: External link], but was ceded to the United States in 1848 after the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. The western portion of Alta California then was organized as the State of California, and admitted as the 31st state on September 9, 1850. The California Gold Rush[image: External link] starting in 1848 led to dramatic social and demographic changes, with large-scale emigration from the east and abroad with an accompanying economic boom.

If it were a country, California would be the 6th largest economy in the world[image: External link][13] and the 35th most populous[image: External link]. It is also regarded as a global trendsetter in both popular culture and politics, and is the origin of the film industry[image: External link], the hippie[image: External link] counterculture, the Internet[image: External link],[14] and the personal computer[image: External link], among others. Fifty-eight percent of the state's economy[image: External link] is centered on finance[image: External link], government[image: External link], real estate services[image: External link], technology[image: External link], and professional, scientific and technical business services[image: External link].[15] The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has the nation's highest median household income[image: External link] by metropolitan area, and is the headquarters of three of the world's largest 40 firms by revenue, Chevron[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], and McKesson[image: External link].[16] Although it accounts for only 1.5 percent of the state's economy,[15] California's agriculture industry has the highest output of any U.S. state.[17]
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 Etymology




Main article: Etymology of California[image: External link]


The word California originally referred to the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] of Mexico; it was later extended to the entire region composed of the current United States states of California, Nevada[image: External link], and Utah[image: External link], and parts of Arizona[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], Texas[image: External link] and Wyoming[image: External link].[18]

The name California is surmised by some writers to have derived from a fictional paradise peopled by Black[image: External link] Amazons[image: External link] and ruled by Queen Calafia[image: External link],[19][20] who fought alongside Muslims and whose name was chosen to echo the title of a Muslim leader, the Caliph, fictionally implying that California was the Caliphate.[21] The story of Calafia is recorded in a 1510 work The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link], written as a sequel to Amadis de Gaula[image: External link] by Spanish adventure writer Garci Rodríguez de Montalvo[image: External link].[22][23][24] The kingdom of Queen Calafia, according to Montalvo, was said to be a remote land inhabited by griffins[image: External link] and other strange beasts, and rich in gold.


Know ye that at the right hand of the Indies there is an island called California, very close to that part of the Terrestrial Paradise, which was inhabited by black women without a single man among them, and they lived in the manner of Amazons. They were robust of body with strong passionate hearts and great virtue. The island itself is one of the wildest in the world on account of the bold and craggy rocks.

— Chapter CLVII of The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link][25]



When Spanish explorer Francisco de Ulloa[image: External link] was exploring the western coast of North America, his initial surveys of the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] led him to believe that it was an island rather than part of the larger continent, so he dubbed the "island" after the mythical island in Montalvo's writing.[26] This conventional wisdom that California was an island[image: External link], with maps drawn to reflect this belief, lasted as late as the 1700s.[27]

Shortened forms of the state's name include CA, Cal., Calif.[image: External link] and US-CA[image: External link].
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Main article: History of California[image: External link]
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 Pre-contact




Settled by successive waves of arrivals during the last 10,000 years, California was one of the most culturally and linguistically diverse areas in pre-Columbian North America[image: External link]. Various estimates of the native population range from 100,000 to 300,000.[28] The Indigenous peoples of California[image: External link] included more than 70 distinct groups[image: External link] of Native Americans, ranging from large, settled populations living on the coast to groups in the interior. California groups also were diverse in their political organization with bands, tribes, villages, and on the resource-rich coasts, large chiefdoms, such as the Chumash[image: External link], Pomo[image: External link] and Salinan[image: External link]. Trade, intermarriage and military alliances fostered many social and economic relationships among the diverse groups.
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 16th, 17th and 18th centuries




The first European effort to explore the coast as far north as the Russian River[image: External link] was a Spanish[image: External link] sailing expedition, led by Portuguese captain Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], in 1542. Some 37 years later English explorer Francis Drake[image: External link] also explored and claimed an undefined portion of the California coast in 1579. Spanish traders made unintended visits with the Manila galleons[image: External link] on their return trips from the Philippines[image: External link] beginning in 1565.[29] The first Asians to set foot on what would be the United States occurred in 1587, when Filipino[image: External link] sailors arrived in Spanish ships at Morro Bay[image: External link].[30] Sebastián Vizcaíno[image: External link] explored and mapped the coast of California in 1602 for New Spain[image: External link].

Despite the on-the-ground explorations of California in the 16th century, Rodríguez's idea of California as an island persisted. That depiction appeared on many European maps well into the 18th century.[31]

After the Portolà expedition[image: External link] of 1769–70, Spanish missionaries[image: External link] began setting up 21 California Missions[image: External link] on or near the coast of Alta (Upper) California[image: External link], beginning in San Diego. During the same period, Spanish military forces built several forts ( presidios[image: External link]) and three small towns (pueblos). Two of the pueblos grew into the cities of Los Angeles and San Jose[image: External link]. The Spanish colonization brought the genocide of the indigenous Californian peoples[image: External link].
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 19th century




Imperial Russia[image: External link] explored the California coast and established a trading post at Fort Ross[image: External link]. Its early 19th-century coastal settlements north of San Francisco Bay[image: External link] constituted the southernmost Russian colony in North America and were spread over an area stretching from Point Arena[image: External link] to Tomales Bay[image: External link].[33]

In 1821, the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] gave Mexico[image: External link] (including California) independence from Spain; for the next 25 years, Alta California[image: External link] remained a remote northern province of the nation of Mexico.

Cattle ranches, or ranchos[image: External link], emerged as the dominant institutions of Mexican California. After Mexican independence from Spain, the chain of missions became the property of the Mexican government and were secularized[image: External link] by 1834.[34] The ranchos developed under ownership by Californios[image: External link] (Spanish-speaking Californians) who had received land grants, and traded cowhides and tallow with Boston merchants.

From the 1820s, trappers and settlers from the United States and the future Canada arrived in Northern California. These new arrivals used the Siskiyou Trail[image: External link], California Trail[image: External link], Oregon Trail[image: External link] and Old Spanish Trail[image: External link] to cross the rugged mountains and harsh deserts in and surrounding California.

Between 1831 and 1836, California experienced a series of revolts against Mexico;[35] this culminated in the 1836 California revolt led by Juan Bautista Alvarado[image: External link], which ended after Mexico appointed him governor of the department.[36] The revolt, which had momentarily declared California an independent state, was successful with the assistance of American[image: External link] and British[image: External link] residents of California,[37] including Isaac Graham[image: External link];[38] after 1840, 100 of those residents who did not have passports were arrested, leading to the Graham affair in 1840.[37]

One of the largest ranchers in California was John Marsh[image: External link]. After failing to obtain justice against squatters on his land from the Mexican courts, he determined that California should become part of the United States. Marsh conducted a letter-writing campaign espousing the California climate, soil and other reasons to settle there, as well as the best route to follow, which became known as "Marsh's route." His letters were read, reread, passed around, and printed in newspapers throughout the country, and started the first wagon trains rolling to California.[39] He invited immigrants to stay on his ranch until they could get settled, and assisted in their obtaining passports.[40]

After ushering in the period of organized emigration to California, Marsh helped end the rule of the last Mexican governor of California, thereby paving the way to California's ultimate acquisition by the United States.[41]

In 1846, settlers rebelled against Mexican rule during the Bear Flag Revolt[image: External link]. Afterwards, rebels raised the Bear Flag[image: External link] (featuring a bear, a star, a red stripe and the words "California Republic") at Sonoma. The Republic's only president was William B. Ide[image: External link],[42] who played a pivotal role during the Bear Flag Revolt.

The California Republic was short lived;[43] the same year marked the outbreak of the Mexican–American War[image: External link] (1846–48).[44] When Commodore John D. Sloat[image: External link] of the United States Navy[image: External link] sailed into Monterey Bay[image: External link] and began the military occupation of California by the United States, Northern California capitulated in less than a month to the United States forces.[45] After a series of defensive battles in Southern California[image: External link], the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] was signed by the Californios[image: External link] on January 13, 1847, securing American control in California.[46]

Following the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] that ended the war, the western territory of Alta California, became the United States state of California, and Arizona[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link] and Utah[image: External link] became United States Territories. The lightly populated lower region of California, the Baja Peninsula, remained in the possession of Mexico[image: External link].

In 1846, the non-native population of California was estimated to be no more than 8,000, plus about 100,000 Native Americans down from about 300,000 before Hispanic settlement in 1769.[47] After gold was discovered in 1848, the population burgeoned with United States citizens, Europeans, Chinese and other immigrants during the great California Gold Rush[image: External link]. By 1854 over 300,000 settlers had come.[48] Between 1847 and 1870, the population of San Francisco[image: External link] increased from 500 to 150,000.[49] On September 9, 1850, as part of the Compromise of 1850[image: External link], California was admitted to the United States undivided as a free state[image: External link], denying the expansion of slavery[image: External link] to the Pacific Coast.

California's native population precipitously declined, above all, from Eurasian diseases to which they had no natural immunity.[50] As in other states, the native inhabitants were forcibly removed from their lands by incoming miners, ranchers, and farmers. And although California entered the union as a free state, the "loitering or orphaned Indians" were de facto enslaved by Mexican and Anglo-American masters under the 1853 Act for the Government and Protection of Indians.[51] There were massacres in which hundreds of indigenous people were killed. Between 1850 and 1860, California paid around 1.5 million dollars (some 250,000 of which was reimbursed by the federal government)[52] to hire militias whose purpose was to protect settlers from the indigenous populations. In later decades, the native population was placed in reservations and rancherias, which were often small and isolated and without enough natural resources or funding from the government to sustain the populations living on them.[51] As a result, the rise of California was a calamity for the native inhabitants. Several scholars and Native American activists, including Benjamin Madley and Ed Castillo[image: External link], have described the actions of the California government as a genocide.[53]

The seat of government for California under Spanish and later Mexican rule was located at Monterey[image: External link] from 1777 until 1845.[34] Pio Pico[image: External link], last Mexican governor of Alta California, moved the capital to Los Angeles in 1845. The United States consulate[image: External link] was also located in Monterey, under consul Thomas O. Larkin[image: External link].

In 1849, the Constitutional Convention was first held in Monterey. Among the tasks was a decision on a location for the new state capital. The first legislative sessions were held in San Jose[image: External link] (1850–1851). Subsequent locations included Vallejo[image: External link] (1852–1853), and nearby Benicia[image: External link] (1853–1854); these locations eventually proved to be inadequate as well. The capital has been located in Sacramento[image: External link] since 1854[54] with only a short break in 1862 when legislative sessions were held in San Francisco due to flooding in Sacramento[image: External link].

Initially, travel between California and the rest of the continental United States was time consuming and dangerous. A more direct connection came in 1869 with the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link] through Donner Pass[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevada mountains. Once completed, hundreds of thousands of United States citizens came west, where new Californians were discovering that land in the state, if irrigated during the dry summer months, was extremely well suited to fruit cultivation and agriculture in general. Vast expanses of wheat, other cereal crops, vegetable crops, cotton, and nut and fruit trees were grown (including oranges in Southern California), and the foundation was laid for the state's prodigious agricultural production in the Central Valley and elsewhere.
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 20th century




Migration to California accelerated during the early 20th century with the completion of major transcontinental highways like the Lincoln Highway[image: External link] and Route 66[image: External link]. In the period from 1900 to 1965, the population grew from fewer than one million to become the most populous state in the Union. In 1940, the Census Bureau reported California's population as 6.0% Hispanic, 2.4% Asian, and 89.5% non-Hispanic white.[55]

To meet the population's needs, major engineering feats like the California[image: External link] and Los Angeles Aqueducts[image: External link]; the Oroville[image: External link] and Shasta Dams[image: External link]; and the Bay[image: External link] and Golden Gate[image: External link] Bridges were built across the state. The state government also adopted the California Master Plan for Higher Education[image: External link] in 1960 to develop a highly efficient system of public education.

Meanwhile, attracted to the mild Mediterranean climate, cheap land, and the state's wide variety of geography, filmmakers established the studio system[image: External link] in Hollywood in the 1920s. California manufactured 8.7 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II[image: External link], ranking third (behind New York[image: External link] and Michigan[image: External link]) among the 48 states.[56] After World War II, California's economy greatly expanded due to strong aerospace[image: External link] and defense[image: External link] industries,[57] whose size decreased following the end of the Cold War[image: External link].[57][58] Stanford University[image: External link] and its Dean of Engineering Frederick Terman[image: External link] began encouraging faculty and graduates to stay in California instead of leaving the state, and develop a high-tech region in the area now known as Silicon Valley[image: External link].[59] As a result of these efforts, California is regarded as a world center of the entertainment and music industries, of technology, engineering, and the aerospace industry, and as the United States center of agricultural production.[60] Just before the "Dot Com Bust"[image: External link] California had the 5th largest economy in the world among nations.[61] Yet since 1991, and starting in the late 1980s in Southern California[image: External link], California has seen a net loss of domestic migrants most years. This is often referred to by the media as the California exodus.[62]

However, during the 20th century, two great disasters happened in California. The 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link] and 1928 St. Francis Dam[image: External link] flood remain the deadliest in U.S history.[63]
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Main article: Geography of California[image: External link]


California is the 3rd largest state in the United States[image: External link] in area, after Alaska[image: External link] and Texas[image: External link].[65] California is often geographically bisected into two regions, Southern California[image: External link], comprising the 10 southernmost counties,[66][67] and Northern California[image: External link], comprising the 48 northernmost counties.[68][69]

In the middle of the state lies the California Central Valley[image: External link], bounded by the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] in the east, the coastal mountain ranges[image: External link] in the west, the Cascade Range[image: External link] to the north and by the Tehachapi Mountains[image: External link] in the south. The Central Valley is California's productive agricultural heartland.

Divided in two by the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta[image: External link], the northern portion, the Sacramento Valley[image: External link] serves as the watershed of the Sacramento River[image: External link], while the southern portion, the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] is the watershed for the San Joaquin River[image: External link]. Both valleys derive their names from the rivers that flow through them. With dredging, the Sacramento and the San Joaquin Rivers have remained deep enough for several inland cities to be seaports[image: External link].

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is a critical water supply hub for the state. Water is diverted from the delta and through an extensive network of pumps[image: External link] and canals that traverse nearly the length of the state, to the Central Valley and the State Water Projects and other needs. Water from the Delta provides drinking water for nearly 23 million people, almost two-thirds of the state's population as well as water for farmers on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley.

The Channel Islands[image: External link] are located off the Southern[image: External link] coast[image: External link].

The Sierra Nevada (Spanish for "snowy range") includes the highest peak in the contiguous 48 states[image: External link], Mount Whitney[image: External link], at 14,505 feet (4,421 m).[6][7][8] The range embraces Yosemite Valley[image: External link], famous for its glacially carved domes, and Sequoia National Park[image: External link], home to the giant sequoia[image: External link] trees, the largest living organisms on Earth, and the deep freshwater lake, Lake Tahoe[image: External link], the largest lake in the state by volume.

To the east of the Sierra Nevada are Owens Valley[image: External link] and Mono Lake[image: External link], an essential migratory bird[image: External link] habitat. In the western part of the state is Clear Lake[image: External link], the largest freshwater lake by area entirely in California. Though Lake Tahoe is larger, it is divided by the California/Nevada border. The Sierra Nevada falls to Arctic temperatures in winter and has several dozen small glaciers, including Palisade Glacier[image: External link], the southernmost glacier in the United States.

About 45 percent of the state's total surface area is covered by forests,[70] and California's diversity of pine species is unmatched by any other state. California contains more forestland than any other state except Alaska. Many of the trees in the California White Mountains[image: External link] are the oldest in the world; an individual bristlecone pine[image: External link] is over 5,000 years old.[71][72]

In the south is a large inland salt lake, the Salton Sea[image: External link]. The south-central desert is called the Mojave[image: External link]; to the northeast of the Mojave lies Death Valley[image: External link], which contains the lowest and hottest place in North America, the Badwater Basin[image: External link] at −279 feet (−85 m).[10] The horizontal distance from the bottom of Death Valley to the top of Mount Whitney is less than 90 miles (140 km). Indeed, almost all of southeastern California is arid, hot desert, with routine extreme high temperatures during the summer. The southeastern border of California with Arizona is entirely formed by the Colorado River[image: External link], from which the southern part of the state gets about half of its water.

California contains both the highest point (Mount Whitney[image: External link]) and the lowest point (Death Valley[image: External link]) in the contiguous United States[image: External link].

A majority of California's cities are located in either the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] or the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link] in Northern California[image: External link]; or the Los Angeles area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino-Inland Empire[image: External link], or the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] in Southern California[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Area, the Bay Area, and the San Diego metropolitan area are among several major metropolitan areas along the California coast.

As part of the Ring of Fire[image: External link], California is subject to tsunamis[image: External link], floods[image: External link], droughts, Santa Ana winds[image: External link], wildfires[image: External link], landslides[image: External link] on steep terrain, and has several volcanoes[image: External link]. It has many earthquakes[image: External link] due to several faults running through the state, in particular the San Andreas Fault[image: External link]. About 37,000 earthquakes[image: External link] are recorded each year, but most are too small to be felt.[73]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of California[image: External link]


Although most of the state has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link], due to the state's large size, the climate ranges from subarctic[image: External link] to subtropical[image: External link]. The cool California Current[image: External link] offshore often creates summer fog[image: External link] near the coast. Farther inland, there are colder winters and hotter summers. The maritime moderation results in the shoreline summertime temperatures of Los Angeles and San Francisco[image: External link] being the coolest of all major metropolitan areas of the United States and uniquely cool compared to areas on the same latitude in the interior and on the east coast of the North American continent. Even the San Diego[image: External link] shoreline bordering Mexico is cooler in summer than most areas in the contiguous United States. Just a few miles inland, summer temperature extremes are significantly higher, with downtown Los Angeles being several degrees warmer[image: External link] than at the coast. The same microclimate[image: External link] phenomenon is seen in the climate[image: External link] of the Bay Area, where areas sheltered from the sea experience significantly hotter summers than nearby areas that are close to the ocean.

Northern parts of the state have more rain than the south. California's mountain ranges also influence the climate: some of the rainiest parts of the state are west-facing mountain slopes. Northwestern California has a temperate climate[image: External link], and the Central Valley has a Mediterranean climate but with greater temperature extremes than the coast. The high mountains, including the Sierra Nevada[image: External link], have an alpine climate[image: External link] with snow in winter and mild to moderate heat in summer.

California's mountains produce rain shadows[image: External link] on the eastern side, creating extensive deserts[image: External link]. The higher elevation deserts of eastern California[image: External link] have hot summers and cold winters, while the low deserts east of the Southern California mountains have hot summers and nearly frostless mild winters. Death Valley[image: External link], a desert with large expanses below sea level, is considered the hottest location in the world; the highest temperature in the world,[74][75] 134 °F (56.7 °C), was recorded there on July 10, 1913. The lowest temperature in California was −45 °F (−43 °C) in 1937 in Boca[image: External link].

The table below lists average temperatures for August and December in a selection of places throughout the state; some highly populated and some not. This includes the relatively cool summers of the Humboldt Bay[image: External link] region around Eureka[image: External link], the extreme heat of Death Valley[image: External link], and the mountain climate of Mammoth[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevadas[image: External link].



	Average temperatures and precipitation for selected communities in California



	Location
	August

(°F)
	August

(°C)
	December

(°F)
	December

(°C)
	Annual

Precipitation

(mm/in)



	Downtown Los Angeles
	84/64
	29/18
	67/47
	20/8
	377/15



	LAX/LA Beaches[image: External link]
	75/65
	23/18
	64/48
	18/9
	326/13



	San Jose[image: External link]
	82/58
	27/14
	58/42
	14/5
	401/16



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	68/55
	20/12
	57/46
	14/8
	538/21



	San Diego[image: External link]
	76/66
	24/19
	64/48
	18/9
	262/10



	Oakland[image: External link]
	73/57
	23/14
	58/44
	14/7
	588/23



	Sacramento[image: External link]
	91/58
	33/14
	54/38
	12/3
	469/18



	Fresno[image: External link]
	97/66
	36/19
	55/38
	12/3
	292/11



	Riverside[image: External link]
	96/64
	35/18
	68/41
	21/5
	260/10



	Eureka[image: External link]
	62/53
	16/11
	55/42
	12/5
	960/38
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 Ecology




Main article: Ecology of California[image: External link]


See also: Environment of California[image: External link]


California is one of the richest and most diverse parts of the world, and includes some of the most endangered ecological communities. California is part of the Nearctic ecozone[image: External link] and spans a number of terrestrial ecoregions[image: External link].[77]

California's large number of endemic[image: External link] species includes relict[image: External link] species, which have died out elsewhere, such as the Catalina ironwood (Lyonothamnus floribundus[image: External link]). Many other endemics originated through differentiation or adaptive radiation[image: External link], whereby multiple species develop from a common ancestor to take advantage of diverse ecological conditions such as the California lilac ( Ceanothus[image: External link]). Many California endemics have become endangered, as urbanization, logging, overgrazing[image: External link], and the introduction of exotic species[image: External link] have encroached on their habitat.
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 Flora and fauna




Main articles: Fauna of California[image: External link] and California Floristic Province[image: External link]


See also: List of California native plants[image: External link]


California boasts several superlatives in its collection of flora: the largest trees[image: External link], the tallest trees[image: External link], and the oldest trees[image: External link]. California's native grasses are perennial plants[image: External link].[78] After European contact, these were generally replaced by invasive species[image: External link] of European annual grasses; and, in modern times, California's hills turn a characteristic golden-brown in summer.[79]

Because California has the greatest diversity of climate and terrain, the state has six life zones which are the lower Sonoran (desert); upper Sonoran (foothill regions and some coastal lands), transition (coastal areas and moist northeastern counties); and the Canadian, Hudsonian, and Arctic Zones, comprising the state's highest elevations.[80]

Plant life in the dry climate of the lower Sonoran zone contains a diversity of native cactus, mesquite, and paloverde. The Joshua tree[image: External link] is found in the Mojave Desert. Flowering plants include the dwarf desert poppy and a variety of asters[image: External link]. Fremont cottonwood[image: External link] and valley oak[image: External link] thrive in the Central Valley. The upper Sonoran zone includes the chaparral belt, characterized by forests of small shrubs, stunted trees, and herbaceous plants. Nemophila[image: External link], mint[image: External link], Phacelia[image: External link], Viola[image: External link], and the California poppy (Eschscholzia californica[image: External link]) – the state flower – also flourish in this zone, along with the lupine, more species of which occur here than anywhere else in the world.[80]

The transition zone includes most of California's forests with the redwood (Sequoia sempervirens[image: External link]) and the "big tree" or giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum[image: External link]), among the oldest living things on earth (some are said to have lived at least 4,000 years). Tanbark oak[image: External link], California laurel[image: External link], sugar pine[image: External link], madrona[image: External link], broad-leaved maple, and Douglas-fir[image: External link] also grow here. Forest floors are covered with swordfern[image: External link], alumnroot, barrenwort[image: External link], and trillium[image: External link], and there are thickets of huckleberry[image: External link], azalea[image: External link], elder, and wild currant. Characteristic wild flowers include varieties of mariposa, tulip[image: External link], and tiger[image: External link] and leopard[image: External link] lilies.[81]

The high elevations of the Canadian zone allow the Jeffrey pine[image: External link], red fir[image: External link], and lodgepole pine[image: External link] to thrive. Brushy areas are abundant with dwarf manzanita[image: External link] and ceanothus[image: External link]; the unique Sierra puffball[image: External link] is also found here. Right below the timberline, in the Hudsonian zone, the whitebark, foxtail, and silver pines grow. At about 10,500 feet (3,200 m), begins the Arctic zone, a treeless region whose flora include a number of wildflowers, including Sierra primrose[image: External link], yellow columbine[image: External link], alpine buttercup[image: External link], and alpine shooting star[image: External link].[80][82]

Common plants that have been introduced to the state include the eucalyptus[image: External link], acacia[image: External link], pepper tree[image: External link], geranium, and Scotch broom[image: External link]. The species that are federally classified as endangered are the Contra Costa wallflower[image: External link], Antioch Dunes evening primrose[image: External link], Solano grass[image: External link], San Clemente Island larkspur[image: External link], salt marsh bird's beak[image: External link], McDonald's rock-cress[image: External link], and Santa Barbara Island liveforever[image: External link]. As of December 1997, 85 plant species were listed as threatened or endangered.[80]

In the deserts of the lower Sonoran zone, the mammals include the jackrabbit[image: External link], kangaroo rat[image: External link], squirrel, and opossum. Common birds include the owl[image: External link], roadrunner[image: External link], cactus wren[image: External link], and various species of hawk. The area's reptilian life include the sidewinder viper[image: External link], desert tortoise[image: External link], and horned toad[image: External link]. The upper Sonoran zone boasts mammals such as the antelope[image: External link], brown-footed woodrat[image: External link], and ring-tailed cat[image: External link]. Birds unique to this zone are the California thrasher[image: External link], bushtit[image: External link], and California condor[image: External link].[80][83][84][85]

In the transition zone, there are Colombian black-tailed deer[image: External link], black bears[image: External link], gray foxes[image: External link], cougars[image: External link], bobcats[image: External link], and Roosevelt elk[image: External link]. Reptiles such as the garter snakes and rattlesnakes inhabit the zone. In addition, amphibians such as the water puppy[image: External link] and redwood salamander[image: External link] are common too. Birds such as the kingfisher[image: External link], chickadee, towhee[image: External link], and hummingbird thrive here as well.[80][86]

The Canadian zone mammals include the mountain weasel[image: External link], snowshoe hare[image: External link], and several species of chipmunks. Conspicuous birds include the blue-fronted jay[image: External link], Sierra chickadee[image: External link]. Sierra hermit thrush[image: External link], water ouzel[image: External link], and Townsend's solitaire[image: External link]. As one ascends into the Hudsonian zone, birds become scarcer. While the Sierra rosy finch is the only bird native to the high Arctic region, other bird species such as the hummingbird and Clark's nutcracker[image: External link]. Principal mammals found in this region include the Sierra coney, white-tailed jackrabbit[image: External link], and the bighorn sheep[image: External link]. As of April 2003, the bighorn sheep was listed as endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The fauna found throughout several zones are the mule deer[image: External link], coyote[image: External link], mountain lion[image: External link], northern flicker[image: External link], and several species of hawk and sparrow.[80]

Aquatic life in California thrives, from the state's mountain lakes and streams to the rocky Pacific coastline. Numerous trout species are found, among them rainbow[image: External link], golden[image: External link], and cutthroat[image: External link]. Migratory species of salmon are common as well. Deep-sea life forms include sea bass[image: External link], yellowfin tuna[image: External link], barracuda[image: External link], and several types of whale. Native to the cliffs of northern California are seals, sea lions, and many types of shorebirds, including migratory species.[80]

As of April 2003, 118 California animals were on the federal endangered list; 181 plants were listed as endangered or threatened. Endangered animals include the San Joaquin kitfox[image: External link], Point Arena mountain beaver[image: External link], Pacific pocket mouse[image: External link], salt marsh harvest mouse[image: External link], Morro Bay kangaroo rat[image: External link] (and five other species of kangaroo rat), Amargosa vole[image: External link], California least tern[image: External link], California condor[image: External link], loggerhead shrike[image: External link], San Clemente sage sparrow[image: External link], San Francisco garter snake[image: External link], five species of salamander, three species of chub, and two species of pupfish. Eleven butterflies are also endangered[87] and two that are threatened are on the federal list.[88][89] Among threatened animals are the coastal California gnatcatcher[image: External link], Paiute cutthroat trout[image: External link], southern sea otter[image: External link], and northern spotted owl[image: External link]. California has a total of 290,821 acres (1,176.91 km2) of National Wildlife Refuges.[80] As of September 2010, 123 California animals were listed as either endangered or threatened on the federal list provided by the US Fish & Wildlife Service[image: External link].[90] Also, as of the same year, 178 species of California plants were listed either as endangered or threatened on this federal list.[90]
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 Rivers




Main article: List of rivers of California[image: External link]


The vast majority of rivers in California are dammed as part of two massive water projects: the Central Valley Project[image: External link], providing water to the agricultural central valley, and the California State Water Project[image: External link] diverting water from northern to southern California. The state's coasts, rivers, and other bodies of water are regulated by the California Coastal Commission[image: External link].

The two most prominent rivers within California are the Sacramento River[image: External link] and the San Joaquin River[image: External link], which drain the Central Valley and the west slope of the Sierra Nevada and flow to the Pacific Ocean through San Francisco Bay[image: External link]. Several major tributaries feed into the Sacramento and the San Joaquin, including the Pit River[image: External link], the Tuolumne River[image: External link], and the Feather River[image: External link].

The Eel River[image: External link] and Salinas River[image: External link] each drain portions of the California coast, north and south of San Francisco Bay, respectively, and the Eel River is the largest river in the state to remain in its natural un-dammed state. The Mojave River[image: External link] is the primary watercourse in the Mojave Desert, and the Santa Ana River[image: External link] drains much of the Transverse Ranges[image: External link] as it bisects Southern California. Some other important rivers are the Klamath River[image: External link] and the Trinity River[image: External link] in the far north coast, and the Colorado River[image: External link] on the southeast border with Arizona[image: External link].
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 Regions




Further information: List of regions of California[image: External link] and List of places in California[image: External link]




	

	Central Valley[image: External link]

	Coastal California[image: External link]

	
Northern California[image: External link]

	Central California[image: External link]

	North Coast (California)[image: External link]

	San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]

	Sierra Nevada[image: External link]








	
	

	
Eastern California[image: External link]

	
Inland Empire[image: External link] (Also included in Southern California)





	
Southern California[image: External link]

	
South Coast[image: External link]

	Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link]

	San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link]





	Inland Empire[image: External link]

	Imperial Valley[image: External link]
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 Demographics
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	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	92,597
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	379,994
	
	310.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	560,247
	
	47.4%



	1880[image: External link]
	864,694
	
	54.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,213,398
	
	40.3%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,485,053
	
	22.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,377,549
	
	60.1%



	1920[image: External link]
	3,426,861
	
	44.1%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,677,251
	
	65.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,907,387
	
	21.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	10,586,223
	
	53.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	15,717,204
	
	48.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	19,953,134
	
	27.0%



	1980[image: External link]
	23,667,902
	
	18.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	29,760,021
	
	25.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	33,871,648
	
	13.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	37,253,956
	
	10.0%



	Est. 2016
	39,250,017
	
	5.4%



	Sources: 1790–1990, 2000, 2010, 2016[91][92][93]

Chart does not include Indigenous population figures.

Studies indicate that the Native American

population in California in 1850 was close to 150,000

before declining to 15,000 by 1900.[4][51][94]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of California was 39,250,017 on July 1, 2016, a 5.4% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[4] Between 2000 and 2009, there was a natural increase of 3,090,016 (5,058,440 births minus 2,179,958 deaths).[95] During this time period, international migration[image: External link] produced a net increase of 1,816,633 people while domestic migration produced a net decrease of 1,509,708, resulting in a net in-migration of 306,925 people.[95] The state of California's own statistics show a population of 38,292,687 for January 1, 2009.[96] However, according to the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research[image: External link], since 1990 almost 3.4 million Californians have moved to other states, with most leaving to Texas, Nevada, and Arizona.[97]

California is the 2nd-most populous subnational entity in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and the Americas, with a population second to that of the state of São Paulo[image: External link] in Brazil.[98] California's population is greater than that of all but 34 countries of the world.[99][100] The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] is the 2nd-largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the United States, after the New York metropolitan area[image: External link], while Los Angeles, with nearly half the population of New York, is the 2nd-largest city in the United States. Also, Los Angeles County[image: External link] has held the title of most populous United States county for decades, and it alone is more populous than 42 United States states.[101][102] Including Los Angeles, four of the top 15 most populous cities in the U.S.[image: External link] are in California: Los Angeles (2nd), San Diego (8th), San Jose (10th), and San Francisco (13th). The center of population[image: External link] of California is located in the town of Buttonwillow[image: External link], Kern County[image: External link].[note 1]
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See also: List of cities and towns in California[image: External link] and List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]


The state has 482 incorporated[image: External link] cities and towns; of which 460 are cities and 22 are towns. Under California law, the terms "city" and "town" are explicitly interchangeable; the name of an incorporated municipality in the state can either be "City of (Name)" or "Town of (Name)".[104]

Sacramento[image: External link] became California's first incorporated city on February 27, 1850.[105] San Jose[image: External link], San Diego and Benicia[image: External link] tied for California's second incorporated city, each receiving incorporation on March 27, 1850.[106][107][108] Jurupa Valley[image: External link] became the state's most recent and 482nd incorporated municipality on July 1, 2011.[109][110]

The majority of these cities and towns are within one of five metropolitan areas[image: External link]: the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link], the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino Area[image: External link], the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] and the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link].
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Starting in the year 2010, for the first time since the California Gold Rush[image: External link], California-born residents make up the majority of the state's population.[112] Along with the rest of the United States, California's immigration pattern has also shifted over the course of the late 2000s-early 2010s.[113] Immigration from Latin American[image: External link] countries has dropped significantly with most immigrants now coming from Asia[image: External link].[114] In total for 2011, there were 277,304 immigrants. 57% came from Asian countries vs. 22% from Latin American countries.[114] Net immigration[image: External link] from Mexico, previously the most common country of origin for new immigrants has dropped to zero/less than zero, since more Mexican nationals are departing for their home country than immigrating.[113] As a result it is estimated that Hispanic citizens will constitute 49% of the population by 2060, instead of the previously projected 2050, due primarily to domestic births.[113][115]

The state's population of undocumented immigrants[image: External link] has been shrinking in recent years, due to increased enforcement and decreased job opportunities for lower-skilled workers.[116] The number of migrants arrested attempting to cross the Mexican border in the Southwest plunged from a high of 1.1 million in 2005 to just 367,000 in 2011.[117] Despite these recent trends, illegal[image: External link] aliens[image: External link] constituted an estimated 7.3 percent of the state's population, the third highest percentage of any state in the country[image: External link],[118][note 2] totaling nearly 2.6 million.[119] In particular, illegal immigrants tended to be concentrated in Los Angeles[image: External link], Monterey[image: External link], San Benito[image: External link], Imperial[image: External link], and Napa[image: External link] Counties – the latter four of which have significant agricultural industries that depend on manual labor.[120] More than half of illegal immigrants originate from Mexico.[119]
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According to the United States Census Bureau in 2015 the population self-identifies as (alone or in combination):[121]


	72.9% White[image: External link]


	14.7% Asian[image: External link]


	6.5% Black or African American[image: External link]


	3.8% Two or More Races[image: External link]


	1.7% Native American[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	0.5% Native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific Islander[image: External link]




By ethnicity, in 2015 the population was 61.2% non-Hispanic (of any race) and 38.8% Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race).[121]

As of 2011, 75.1% of California's population younger than age 1 were minorities, meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white (white Hispanics are counted as minorities).[122]

In terms of total numbers, California has the largest population of White Americans in the United States, an estimated 22,200,000 residents. The state has the 5th largest population of African Americans in the United States, an estimated 2,250,000 residents. California's Asian American population is estimated at 4.4 million, constituting a third of the nation's total. California's Native American population of 285,000 is the most of any state.[123]

According to estimates from 2011, California has the largest minority population[image: External link] in the United States by numbers, making up 60% of the state population.[93] Over the past 25 years, the population of non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] has declined, while Hispanic[image: External link] and Asian[image: External link] populations have grown. Between 1970 and 2011, non-Hispanic whites declined from 80% of the State's population to 40%, while Hispanics[image: External link] grew from 32% in 2000 to 38% in 2011.[124] It is currently projected that Hispanics will rise to 49% of the population by 2060, primarily due to domestic births rather than immigration.[115] With the decline of immigration from Latin America, Asian Americans now constitute the fastest growing racial/ethnic group in California; this growth primarily driven by immigration from China[image: External link], India[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link], respectively.[125]




	California Racial Breakdown of Population



	


	Racial composition
	1970[126]
	1990[126]
	2000[127]
	2010[128]



	White[image: External link]
	89.0%
	69.0%
	59.5%
	57.6%



	Asian[image: External link]
	2.8%
	9.6%
	10.9%
	13.0%



	Black[image: External link]
	7.0%
	7.4%
	6.7%
	6.2%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	1.0%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.3%
	0.4%



	Some other race[image: External link]
	0.7%
	13.2%
	16.8%
	17.0%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	4.8%
	4.9%





	


	Ancestry[fn 1]

	2013 population
	Margin of error (+/-)



	Total
	43,071,506
	33,741



	Afghan[image: External link]
	38,136
	3,075



	Albanian[image: External link]
	4,792
	681



	Alsatian[image: External link]
	730
	163



	American[image: External link]
	1,124,070
	10,956



	
Arab[image: External link]:
	277,573
	6,191



	
Egyptian[image: External link][fn 2]

	45,540
	2,737



	
Iraqi[image: External link][fn 2]

	20,551
	1,969



	
Jordanian[image: External link][fn 2]

	14,142
	1,731



	
Lebanese[image: External link][fn 2]

	57,008
	2,372



	
Moroccan[image: External link][fn 2]

	8,953
	959



	
Palestinian[image: External link][fn 2]

	16,340
	1,571



	
Syrian[image: External link][fn 2]

	23,298
	1,749



	Arab[fn 2]

	44,851
	2,645



	Arab other[fn 2]

	48,890
	2,692



	Armenian[image: External link]
	258,260
	5,292



	Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac[image: External link]
	35,690
	2,687



	Australian[image: External link]
	18,803
	1,253



	Austrian[image: External link]
	77,113
	2,205



	Basque[image: External link]
	18,413
	1,252



	Belgian[image: External link]
	25,581
	1,354



	Brazilian[image: External link]
	34,776
	1,964



	British[image: External link]
	146,221
	3,425



	Bulgarian[image: External link]
	13,093
	1,304



	Cajun[image: External link]
	3,752
	858



	Canadian[image: External link]
	88,244
	2,687



	Carpatho Rusyn[image: External link]
	462
	151



	Celtic[image: External link]
	5,910
	593



	Croatian[image: External link]
	48,160
	1,859



	Cypriot[image: External link]
	557
	204



	Czech[image: External link]
	88,563
	2,557



	Czechoslovakian[image: External link]
	23,097
	1,164



	Danish[image: External link]
	182,221
	3,432



	Dutch[image: External link]
	392,589
	6,088



	Eastern European[image: External link]
	66,301
	2,688



	English[image: External link]
	2,330,057
	15,509



	Estonian[image: External link]
	4,210
	636



	European[image: External link]
	542,475
	8,588



	Finnish[image: External link]
	50,937
	2,012



	
French[image: External link][fn 3]

	726,569
	8,629



	French Canadian[image: External link]
	111,298
	2,978



	German[image: External link]
	3,315,493
	16,348



	German Russian[image: External link]
	2,094
	328



	Greek[image: External link]
	131,110
	3,050



	Guyanese[image: External link]
	2,947
	468



	Hungarian[image: External link]
	125,280
	3,639



	Icelander[image: External link]
	6,169
	777



	Iranian[image: External link]
	213,661
	6,417



	Irish[image: External link]
	2,612,782
	13,767



	Israeli[image: External link]
	28,639
	1,889



	Italian[image: External link]
	1,525,214
	12,309



	Latvian[image: External link]
	10,974
	916



	Lithuanian[image: External link]
	48,883
	1,811



	Luxemburger[image: External link]
	3,040
	387



	Macedonian[image: External link]
	3,093
	471



	Maltese[image: External link]
	7,883
	1,035



	New Zealander[image: External link]
	5,047
	763



	Northern European[image: External link]
	46,409
	2,030



	Norwegian[image: External link]
	394,056
	5,827



	Pennsylvania German[image: External link]
	6,217
	609



	Polish[image: External link]
	504,770
	7,165



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	354,823
	5,044



	Romanian[image: External link]
	66,942
	2,927



	Russian[image: External link]
	433,384
	6,662



	Scandinavian[image: External link]
	64,166
	2,299



	Scotch-Irish[image: External link]
	240,268
	4,345



	Scottish[image: External link]
	520,575
	7,414



	Serbian[image: External link]
	17,739
	1,434



	Slavic[image: External link]
	11,335
	948



	Slovak[image: External link]
	24,732
	1,564



	Slovene[image: External link]
	8,628
	727



	Soviet Union[image: External link]
	195
	111



	
Subsaharan African[image: External link]:
	269,781
	7,329



	
Cape Verdean[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,549
	532



	
Ethiopian[image: External link][fn 4]

	28,007
	2,467



	
Ghanaian[image: External link][fn 4]

	3,392
	647



	
Kenyan[image: External link][fn 4]

	4,713
	970



	
Liberian[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,069
	400



	
Nigerian[image: External link][fn 4]

	25,498
	2,414



	
Senegalese[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	296



	
Sierra Leonean[image: External link][fn 4]

	537
	223



	
Somalian[image: External link][fn 4]

	7,066
	1,440



	
South African[image: External link][fn 4]

	10,095
	917



	
Sudanese[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,095
	510



	
Ugandan[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,694
	516



	
Zimbabwean[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	244



	African[fn 4]

	174,347
	6,255



	Other Subsaharan African[fn 4]

	7,549
	1,148



	Swedish[image: External link]
	425,092
	5,332



	Swiss[image: External link]
	103,574
	2,660



	Turkish[image: External link]
	23,206
	1,214



	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	99,583
	4,046



	Welsh[image: External link]
	168,463
	3,482



	
West Indian[image: External link][fn 5]

	79,125
	727



	
Bahamian[image: External link][fn 6]

	596
	215



	
Barbadian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,362
	308



	
Belizean[image: External link][fn 6]

	21,331
	1,459



	
Bermudan[image: External link][fn 6]

	370
	170



	
British West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,858
	485



	
Dutch West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,960
	329



	
Haitian[image: External link][fn 6]

	7,363
	1,046



	
Jamaican[image: External link][fn 6]

	28,675
	1,877



	
Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link][fn 6]

	5,357
	716



	
U.S. Virgin Islander[image: External link][fn 6]

	756
	288



	West Indian[fn 6]

	9,221
	1,247



	Other West Indian[fn 6]

	276
	124



	Yugoslavian[image: External link]
	33,363
	1,830



	Other groups
	24,394,120
	29,987



	footnotes =



	
^ Underlined entries have sub-ancestries


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Arab sub-ancestry


	
^ except Basque


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o Subsaharan African sub-ancestry


	
^ except Hispanic groups


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l West Indian sub-ancestry













	Ancestry
	2010 Population[130]

	Percentage of Total Population



	White, not Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	15,763,625
	42.3%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	14,013,719
	37.6%



	Mexican[image: External link]
	11,423,146
	30.6%



	Salvadoran[image: External link]
	573,956
	1.5%



	Guatemalan[image: External link]
	332,737
	0.8%



	Puerto Rican[image: External link]
	189,945
	0.5%



	Colombian[image: External link]
	164,416
	0.4%



	Spaniard[image: External link]
	142,194
	0.3%



	Nicaraguan[image: External link]
	100,790
	0.2%



	Peruvian[image: External link]
	91,511
	0.2%



	Cuban[image: External link]
	88,607
	0.2%



	Honduran[image: External link]
	72,795
	0.1%



	Argentinean[image: External link]
	44,410
	0.1%



	Ecuadorian[image: External link]
	35,750
	0.09%



	Chilean[image: External link]
	24,006
	0.06%



	Costa Rican[image: External link]
	22,469
	0.06%



	Panamanian[image: External link]
	17,768
	0.04%



	Bolivian[image: External link]
	13,351
	0.03%



	Dominican[image: External link]
	11,455
	0.03%



	Venezuelan[image: External link]
	11,100
	0.02%



	Uruguayan[image: External link]
	4,110
	0.01%



	Paraguayan[image: External link]
	1,228
	0.003%



	Asian[image: External link]
	5,556,592
	14.9%



	Filipino[image: External link]
	1,474,707
	3.9%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (except Taiwanese)
	1,349,111
	3.6%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	647,589
	1.7%



	Indian[image: External link]
	590,445
	1.5%



	Korean[image: External link]
	505,225
	1.3%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	428,014
	1.1%



	Okinawan[image: External link]
	1,377
	0.003%



	Taiwanese[image: External link]
	109,928
	0.2%



	Cambodian[image: External link]
	102,317
	0.2%



	Hmong[image: External link]
	91,224
	0.2%



	Laotian[image: External link]
	69,303
	0.2%



	Thai[image: External link]
	67,707
	0.1%



	Pakistani[image: External link]
	53,474
	0.1%



	Indonesian[image: External link]
	39,506
	0.1%



	Sri Lankan[image: External link]
	11,929
	0.03%



	Bangladeshi[image: External link]
	10,494
	0.02%



	Nepalese[image: External link]
	6,231
	0.01%



	Malaysian[image: External link]
	5,595
	0.01%



	Mongolian[image: External link]
	4,993
	0.01%



	Singaporean[image: External link]
	1,513
	0.004%



	Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link]
	2,683,914
	7.2%



	Multiracial[image: External link] (two or more races)
	1,815,384
	4.8%



	American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]
	723,225
	1.9%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	286,145
	0.7%



	Polynesian[image: External link]
	157,104
	0.4%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	74,932
	0.2%



	Samoan[image: External link]
	60,876
	0.1%



	Tongan[image: External link]]
	22,893
	0.06%



	Micronesian[image: External link]
	49,197
	0.1%



	Guamanian or Chamorro[image: External link]
	44,425
	0.1%



	Melanesian[image: External link]
	24,203
	0.06%



	Fijian[image: External link]
	24,059
	0.06%



	Total
	37,253,956
	100%
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	Non-English Languages Spoken in California by more than 100,000 persons



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[131]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	28.46% (9,696,638 speakers)



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	2.20% (749,047)



	Chinese[image: External link]
	1.60% (544,008)



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	1.43% (486,577)



	Korean[image: External link]
	1.08% (368,693)



	Cantonese[image: External link]
	0.66% (226,149)



	Mandarin[image: External link]
	0.54% (184,594)



	Armenian[image: External link]
	0.52% (177,048)



	Persian[image: External link]
	0.52% (176,366)



	Japanese[image: External link]
	0.43% (146,494)



	Russian[image: External link]
	0.42% (141,718)



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.38% (129,183)



	Arabic[image: External link]
	0.38% (128,747)



	French[image: External link]
	0.36% (123,956)



	German[image: External link]
	0.34% (114,974)



	Punjabi[image: External link]
	0.31% (103,998)




English[image: External link] serves as California's de jure[image: External link] and de facto[image: External link] official language[image: External link]. In 2010, the Modern Language Association of America[image: External link] estimated that 57.02% (19,429,309) of California residents age 5 and older spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 42.98% spoke another primary language[image: External link] at home. According to the 2007 American Community Survey[image: External link], 73% of people who speak a language other than English at home are able to speak English well or very well, with 9.8% not speaking English at all.[2] Like most U.S. states[image: External link] (32 out of 50), California law enshrines English as its official language[image: External link], and has done so since the passage of Proposition 63[image: External link] by California voters. Various government agencies do, and are often required to, furnish documents in the various languages needed to reach their intended audiences.[132][133][134]

In total, 16 languages other than English were spoken as primary languages at home by more than 100,000 persons, more than any other state in the nation. New York State, in second place, had 9 languages other than English spoken by more than 100,000 persons.[135] The most common language spoken besides English was Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 28.46% (9,696,638) of the population.[115][113] With Asia contributing most of California's new immigrants, California had the highest concentration nationwide of Vietnamese[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link] speakers, the second highest concentration of Korean[image: External link], and the third highest concentration of Tagalog[image: External link] speakers.[2]

California has historically been one of the most linguistically diverse areas in the world, with more than 70 indigenous languages derived from 64 root languages in 6 language families.[136][137] A survey conducted between 2007 and 2009 identified 23 different indigenous languages of Mexico that are spoken among California farmworkers.[138] All of California's indigenous languages are endangered[image: External link], although there are now efforts toward language revitalization[image: External link].[note 3]

As a result of the state's increasing diversity and migration from other areas across the country and around the globe, linguists began noticing a noteworthy set of emerging characteristics of spoken American English[image: External link] in California since the late 20th century. This variety, known as California English[image: External link], has a vowel shift[image: External link] and several other phonological processes that are different from varieties of American English used in other regions of the United States.[139]
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Main article: Culture of California[image: External link]


The culture of California is a Western culture and most clearly has its modern roots in the culture of the United States[image: External link], but also, historically, many Hispanic[image: External link] influences. As a border and coastal state, Californian culture has been greatly influenced by several large immigrant populations, especially those from Latin America and Asia.[140]

California has long been a subject of interest in the public mind and has often been promoted by its boosters as a kind of paradise. In the early 20th century, fueled by the efforts of state and local boosters, many Americans saw the Golden State as an ideal resort destination, sunny and dry all year round with easy access to the ocean and mountains. In the 1960s, popular music groups such as The Beach Boys[image: External link] promoted the image of Californians as laid-back, tanned beach-goers.

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of the 1850s is still seen as a symbol of California's economic style[image: External link], which tends to generate technology, social, entertainment, and economic fads and booms and related busts.
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Main article: Religion in California[image: External link]





	Religion in California (2014)[141]



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Protestant[image: External link]
	
  


	32%



	Roman Catholic[image: External link]
	
  


	28%



	No religion[image: External link]
	
  


	27%



	Judaism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Buddhism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Hinduism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Mormons[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Other
	
  


	5%






The largest religious denominations by number of adherents as a percentage of California's population in 2014 were the Catholic Church with 28 percent, Evangelical Protestants with 20 percent, and Mainline Protestants with 10 percent. Together, all kinds of Protestants accounted for 32 percent. Those unaffiliated with any religion represented 27 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions is 1% Muslim, 2% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[141] This is a change from 2008, when the population identified their religion with the Catholic Church with 31 percent; Evangelical Protestants with 18 percent; and Mainline Protestants with 14 percent. In 2008, those unaffiliated with any religion represented 21 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions in 2008 was 0.5% Muslim, 1% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[142] The American Jewish Year Book[image: External link] placed the total Jewish[image: External link] population of California at about 1,194,190 in 2006.[143] According to the Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link] (ARDA) the largest denominations by adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 10,233,334; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] with 763,818; and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 489,953.[144]

The first priests to come to California were Roman Catholic missionaries from Spain. Roman Catholics founded 21 missions along the California coast[image: External link], as well as the cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco. California continues to have a large Roman Catholic population due to the large numbers of Mexicans and Central Americans living within its borders. California has twelve dioceses and two archdioceses, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Archdiocese of San Francisco[image: External link], the former being the largest archdiocese in the United States.

A Pew Research Center[image: External link] survey revealed that California is somewhat less religious than the rest of the US: 62 percent of Californians say they are "absolutely certain" of their belief in God, while in the nation 71 percent say so. The survey also revealed 48 percent of Californians say religion is "very important", compared to 56 percent nationally.[145]
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 Sports




Main articles: Sports in California[image: External link] and List of professional sports teams in California[image: External link]


California has twenty major professional sports league[image: External link] franchises, far more than any other state. The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has seven major league teams spread in its three major cities: San Francisco, San Jose, and Oakland. While the Greater Los Angeles Area is home to ten major league franchises. San Diego and Sacramento each have one major league team. The NFL Super Bowl[image: External link] has been hosted in California 11 times at four different stadiums: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Rose Bowl, Stanford Stadium, and San Diego's Qualcomm Stadium[image: External link]. A twelfth, Super Bowl 50[image: External link], was held at Levi's Stadium[image: External link] in Santa Clara[image: External link] on February 7, 2016.[146]

California has long had many respected collegiate sports programs. California is home to the oldest college bowl game, the annual Rose Bowl[image: External link], among others.

California is the only US state to have hosted both the Summer[image: External link] and Winter[image: External link] Olympics. The 1932[image: External link] and 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link] were held in Los Angeles. Squaw Valley Ski Resort[image: External link] in the Lake Tahoe region hosted the 1960 Winter Olympics[image: External link]. Multiple games during the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] took place in California, with the Rose Bowl[image: External link] hosting eight matches including the final[image: External link], while Stanford Stadium[image: External link] hosted six matches.

Below is a list of major league sports teams in California:



	Team
	Sport
	League



	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	American football[image: External link]
	
National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)



	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	
Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB)



	Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Oakland Athletics[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Diego Padres[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Francisco Giants[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	
National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA)



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link]
	Basketball
	
Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA)



	Anaheim Ducks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	
National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL)



	Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	San Jose Sharks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	
Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS)



	San Jose Earthquakes[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer



	Los Angeles Football Club[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer
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 Education




Main article: Education in California[image: External link]


See also: List of colleges and universities in California[image: External link]


Public secondary education[image: External link] consists of high schools[image: External link] that teach elective courses in trades, languages, and liberal arts with tracks for gifted, college-bound and industrial arts students. California's public educational system is supported by a unique constitutional amendment[image: External link] that requires a minimum annual funding level for grades K–12 and community colleges[image: External link] that grows with the economy and student enrollment figures.[147]

California had over 6.2 million school students in the 2005–06 school year. Funding and staffing levels in California schools lag behind other states. In expenditure per pupil, California ranked 29th (of the 50 states and the District of Columbia[image: External link]) in 2005–06. In teaching staff expenditure per pupil, California ranked 49th of 51. In overall teacher-pupil ratio, California was also 49th, with 21 students per teacher. Only Arizona and Utah were lower.[148]

A 2007 study concluded that California's public school system was "broken" in that it suffered from over-regulation.[149]

California's public postsecondary education[image: External link] offers three separate systems:


	The research university system in the state is the University of California[image: External link] (UC), a public university[image: External link] system. As of fall 2011, the University of California had a combined student[image: External link] body of 234,464 students.[150] There are ten general UC campuses, and a number of specialized campuses in the UC system. The system was originally intended to accept the top one-eighth of California high school students, but several of the schools have become even more selective.[151][152][153] The UC system was originally given exclusive authority in awarding Ph.Ds, but this has since changed and the CSU is also able to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California State University[image: External link] (CSU) system has almost 430,000 students, making it the largest university system in the United States. The CSU was originally intended to accept the top one-third of California high school students, but several of the schools have become much more selective.[153][154] The CSU was originally set up to award only bachelor's and master's degrees, but has since been granted the authority to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California Community Colleges System[image: External link] provides lower division coursework as well as basic skills and workforce training. It is the largest network of higher education in the US, composed of 112 colleges serving a student population of over 2.6 million.



California is also home to such notable private universities as Stanford University[image: External link], the University of Southern California[image: External link], the California Institute of Technology[image: External link], and the Claremont Colleges[image: External link]. California has hundreds of other private colleges and universities, including many religious and special-purpose institutions.
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of California[image: External link]


See also: California locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The economy of California is large enough to be comparable to that of the largest of countries. As of 2016, the gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) is about $2.514 trillion[image: External link], the largest in the United States.[157] California is responsible for 13.9 percent of the United States' approximate $18.1 trillion gross domestic product (GDP).[157] California's GSP is larger than the GDP of all but 5 countries in dollar terms (the United States[image: External link], China[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and the United Kingdom[image: External link]),[158][159] larger than Brazil, France, Russia, Italy, India, Canada, Australia, Spain and Turkey. In Purchasing Power Parity[image: External link],[160] it is larger than all but 10 countries (the United States, China, India, Japan, Germany, Russia, Brazil, France, the United Kingdom, and Indonesia), larger than Italy, Mexico, Spain, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada and Turkey.[161]

The five largest sectors of employment in California are trade, transportation, and utilities; government; professional and business services; education and health services; and leisure and hospitality. In output, the five largest sectors are financial services, followed by trade, transportation, and utilities; education and health services; government; and manufacturing.[162] As of September 2016, California has an unemployment[image: External link] rate of 5.5%.

California's economy is dependent on trade and international related commerce accounts for about one-quarter of the state's economy. In 2008, California exported $144 billion worth of goods, up from $134 billion in 2007 and $127 billion in 2006.[163] Computers and electronic products are California's top export, accounting for 42 percent of all the state's exports in 2008.[163]

Agriculture is an important sector in California's economy. Farming-related sales more than quadrupled over the past three decades, from $7.3 billion in 1974 to nearly $31 billion in 2004.[164] This increase has occurred despite a 15 percent decline in acreage devoted to farming during the period, and water supply suffering from chronic instability. Factors contributing to the growth in sales-per-acre include more intensive use of active farmlands and technological improvements in crop production.[164] In 2008, California's 81,500 farms and ranches generated $36.2 billion products revenue.[165] In 2011, that number grew to $43.5 billion products revenue.[166] The Agriculture sector accounts for two percent of the state's GDP and employs around three percent of its total workforce.[167] According to the USDA[image: External link] in 2011, the three largest California agricultural products by value were milk[image: External link] and cream[image: External link], shelled almonds[image: External link], and grapes[image: External link].[168]

Per capita GDP[image: External link] in 2007 was $38,956, ranking eleventh in the nation.[169] Per capita income[image: External link] varies widely by geographic region and profession. The Central Valley is the most impoverished, with migrant farm workers[image: External link] making less than minimum wage[image: External link]. According to a 2005 report by the Congressional Research Service[image: External link], the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] was characterized as one of the most economically depressed regions in the United States, on par with the region of Appalachia[image: External link].[170] California has a poverty rate[image: External link] of 23.5%, the highest of any state in the country.[171] Many coastal cities include some of the wealthiest per-capita areas in the United States The high-technology sectors in Northern California, specifically Silicon Valley[image: External link], in Santa Clara[image: External link] and San Mateo counties[image: External link], have emerged from the economic downturn caused by the dot-com bust[image: External link].

In 2010, there were more than 663,000 millionaires in the state, more than any other state in the nation.[172] In 2010, California residents were ranked first among the states with the best average credit score of 754.[173]
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 State finances




Main articles: California state finances[image: External link] and 2008–12 California budget crisis[image: External link]


State spending increased from $56 billion in 1998 to $127 billion in 2011.[174][175] California, with 12% of the United States population, has one-third of the nation's welfare[image: External link] recipients.[176] California has the third highest per capita spending on welfare among the states, as well as the highest spending on welfare at $6.67 billion.[177] In January 2011 the California's total debt was at least $265 billion.[178] On June 27, 2013, Governor Jerry Brown signed a balanced budget (no deficit) for the state, its first in decades; however the state's debt remains at $132 billion.[179][180]

With the passage of Proposition 30 in 2012[image: External link], California now levies a 13.3% maximum marginal income tax[image: External link] rate with ten tax brackets[image: External link], ranging from 1% at the bottom tax bracket of $0 annual individual income to 13.3% for annual individual income over $1,000,000. California has a state sales tax[image: External link] of 7.5%, though local governments can and do levy additional sales taxes. Many of these taxes are temporary for a seven-year period (as stipulated in Proposition 30) and afterwards will revert to a previous maximum marginal income tax bracket of 10.3% and state sales tax rate of 7.25%.[181]

All real property[image: External link] is taxable annually; the tax is based on the property's fair market value at the time of purchase or new construction. Property tax increases are capped at 2% per year (see Proposition 13[image: External link]).
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 Infrastructure
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 Energy




Main article: Energy use in California[image: External link]


Because it is the most populous United States state, California is one of the country's largest users of energy. However because of its high energy rates, conservation mandates, mild weather in the largest population centers and strong environmental movement, its per capita energy use is one of the smallest of any United States state.[182] Due to the high electricity demand, California imports more electricity than any other state, primarily hydroelectric power from states in the Pacific Northwest (via Path 15[image: External link] and Path 66[image: External link]) and coal- and natural gas-fired production from the desert Southwest via Path 46[image: External link].[183]

As a result of the state's strong environmental movement, California has some of the most aggressive renewable energy[image: External link] goals in the United States, with a target for California to obtain a third of its electricity from renewables by 2020.[184] Currently, several solar power plants[image: External link] such as the Solar Energy Generating Systems[image: External link] facility are located in the Mojave Desert[image: External link]. California's wind farms[image: External link] include Altamont Pass[image: External link], San Gorgonio Pass[image: External link], and Tehachapi Pass[image: External link]. Several dams across the state provide hydro-electric power[image: External link]. It would be possible to convert the total supply to 100% renewable energy, including heating, cooling and mobility, by 2050.[185]

The state's crude oil and natural gas deposits are located in the Central Valley and along the coast, including the large Midway-Sunset Oil Field[image: External link]. Natural gas-fired power plants[image: External link] typically account for more than one-half of state electricity generation.

California is also home to two major nuclear power[image: External link] plants: Diablo Canyon[image: External link] and San Onofre[image: External link], the latter having been shut down in 2013. Also voters banned the approval of new nuclear power plants since the late 1970s because of concerns over radioactive waste disposal[image: External link].[186][note 4] In addition, several cities such as Oakland, Berkeley[image: External link] and Davis[image: External link] have declared themselves as nuclear-free zones[image: External link].
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in California[image: External link]


California's vast terrain is connected by an extensive system of controlled-access highways[image: External link] ('freeways'), limited-access roads[image: External link] ('expressways'), and highways. California is known for its car culture[image: External link], giving California's cities a reputation for severe traffic congestion[image: External link]. Construction and maintenance of state roads and statewide transportation planning are primarily the responsibility of the California Department of Transportation[image: External link], nicknamed "Caltrans". The rapidly growing population of the state is straining all of its transportation networks, and California has some of the worst roads in the United States.[188][189] The Reason Foundation's 19th Annual Report on the Performance of State Highway Systems ranked California's highways the third-worst of any state, with Alaska second, and Rhode Island first.[190]

The state has been a pioneer in road construction. One of the state's more visible landmarks, the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link], was once the longest suspension bridge main span[image: External link] in the world at 4,200 feet (1,300 m) when it opened in 1937. With its orange paint and panoramic views of the bay, this highway bridge is a popular tourist attraction and also accommodates pedestrians and bicyclists. The San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link] (often abbreviated the "Bay Bridge"), completed in 1936, transports about 280,000 vehicles per day on two-decks. Its two sections meet at Yerba Buena Island[image: External link] through the world's largest diameter transportation bore tunnel, at 76 feet (23 m) wide by 58 feet (18 m) high.[191] The Arroyo Seco Parkway[image: External link], connecting Los Angeles and Pasadena[image: External link], opened in 1940 as the first freeway in the Western United States.[192] It was later extended south to the Four Level Interchange[image: External link] in downtown Los Angeles, regarded as the first stack interchange[image: External link] ever built.[193]

Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] (LAX), the 6th busiest airport in the world[image: External link], and San Francisco International Airport[image: External link] (SFO), the 23rd busiest airport in the world[image: External link], are major hubs for trans-Pacific and transcontinental traffic. There are about a dozen important commercial airports and many more general aviation[image: External link] airports[image: External link] throughout the state.

California also has several important seaports[image: External link]. The giant seaport complex formed by the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] in Southern California is the largest in the country and responsible for handling about a fourth of all container cargo traffic in the United States. The Port of Oakland[image: External link], fourth largest in the nation, also handles trade entering from the Pacific Rim to the rest of the country. The Port of Stockton[image: External link] is the easternmost port on the west coast of the United States.[194]

The California Highway Patrol[image: External link] is the largest statewide police agency in the United States in employment with over 10,000 employees. They are responsible for providing any police-sanctioned service to anyone on California's state maintained highways and on state property.

The California Department of Motor Vehicles is by far the largest in North America. By the end of 2009, the California DMV had 26,555,006 driver's licenses and ID cards on file.[195] In 2010, there were 1.17 million new vehicle registrations in force.[196]

Intercity rail travel is provided by Amtrak California[image: External link], which manages the three busiest intercity rail lines in the United States outside the Northeast Corridor[image: External link], all of which are funded by Caltrans. This service is becoming increasingly popular over flying and ridership is continuing to set records, especially on the LAX-SFO route.[197] Integrated subway[image: External link] and light rail[image: External link] networks are found in Los Angeles (Metro Rail[image: External link]) and San Francisco (MUNI Metro[image: External link]). Light rail systems are also found in San Jose ( VTA[image: External link]), San Diego (San Diego Trolley[image: External link]), Sacramento (RT Light Rail[image: External link]), and Northern San Diego County ( Sprinter[image: External link]). Furthermore, commuter rail[image: External link] networks serve the San Francisco Bay Area ( ACE[image: External link], BART[image: External link], Caltrain[image: External link]), Greater Los Angeles ( Metrolink[image: External link]), and San Diego County ( Coaster[image: External link]).

The California High-Speed Rail[image: External link] Authority was created in 1996 by the state to implement an extensive 700 miles (1,100 km) rail system. Construction was approved by the voters during the November 2008 general election, a $9.95 billion state bond will go toward its construction.[198] Nearly all counties operate bus[image: External link] lines, and many cities operate their own city bus lines as well. Intercity bus travel is provided by Greyhound[image: External link] and Amtrak Thruway Coach.
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 Water




Main article: Water in California[image: External link]


California's interconnected water system is the world's largest, managing over 40,000,000 acre feet[image: External link] (49 km3) of water per year, centered on six main systems of aqueducts and infrastructure projects.[199] Water use and conservation in California is a politically divisive issue, as the state experiences periodic droughts and has to balance the demands of its large agricultural and urban sectors, especially in the arid southern portion of the state. The state's widespread redistribution of water also invites the frequent scorn of environmentalists.

The California Water Wars[image: External link], a conflict between Los Angeles and the Owens Valley over water rights, is one of the most well-known examples of the struggle to secure adequate water supplies.[200] Former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger said: "We've been in crisis for quite some time because we're now 38 million people and not anymore 18 million people like we were in the late 60s. So it developed into a battle between environmentalists and farmers and between the south and the north and between rural and urban. And everyone has been fighting for the last four decades about water."[201]
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 Government and politics
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 Armed forces






In California, as of 2009, the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link] had a total of 117,806 active duty[image: External link] servicemembers of which 88,370 were Sailors[image: External link] or Marines[image: External link], 18,339 were Airmen[image: External link], and 11,097 were Soldiers[image: External link], with 61,365 Department of Defense civilian employees. Additionally, there were a total of 57,792 Reservists and Guardsman[image: External link] in California.[202]

In 2010, Los Angeles County[image: External link] was the largest origin of military recruits in the United States by county, with 1,437 individuals enlisting in the military.[203] However, as of 2002, Californians were relatively under-represented in the military as a proportion to its population.[204]

In 2000, California, had 2,569,340 veterans of United States military service[image: External link]: 504,010 served in World War II, 301,034 in the Korean War[image: External link], 754,682 during the Vietnam War[image: External link], and 278,003 during 1990–2000 (including the Persian Gulf War).[205] As of 2010, there were 1,942,775 veterans living in California, of which 1,457,875 served during a period of armed conflict, and just over four thousand served before World War II[image: External link] (the largest population of this group of any state).[206]

California's military forces consist of the Army and Air National Guard[image: External link], the naval and state military reserve[image: External link] (militia), and the California Cadet Corps[image: External link].
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 Federal representation




See also: California's congressional districts[image: External link]


The state of California sends 53[image: External link] members to the House of Representatives[image: External link],[207] the nation's largest congressional state delegation. Consequently California also has the largest number of electoral votes[image: External link] in national presidential elections, with 55. California's U.S. Senators[image: External link] are Dianne Feinstein[image: External link], a native and former mayor of San Francisco, and Kamala Harris[image: External link], a native, former District Attorney from San Francisco and former Attorney General of California. In 1992, California became the first state to have a Senate delegation entirely composed of women.
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 Government




Main article: Government of California[image: External link]


The state's capital is Sacramento[image: External link].

California is organized into three branches of government[image: External link] – the executive branch[image: External link] consisting of the Governor[image: External link] and the other independently elected constitutional officers; the legislative branch[image: External link] consisting of the Assembly[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link]; and the judicial branch[image: External link] consisting of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link] and lower courts. The state also allows ballot propositions[image: External link]: direct participation of the electorate by initiative[image: External link], referendum[image: External link], recall[image: External link], and ratification[image: External link]. Before the passage of California Proposition 14 (2010)[image: External link], California allowed each political party to choose whether to have a closed primary[image: External link] or a primary where only party members and independents[image: External link] vote. After June 8, 2010 when Proposition 14 was approved, excepting only the United States President and county central committee offices,[208] all candidates in the primary elections are listed on the ballot with their preferred party affiliation, but they are not the official nominee of that party.[209] At the primary election, the two candidates with the top votes will advance to the general election regardless of party affiliation.[209] If at a special primary election, one candidate receives more than 50% of all the votes cast, they are elected to fill the vacancy and no special general election will be held.[209]

California has a twinning arrangement[image: External link] with Catalonia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link][210]


	Executive branch



The California executive branch[image: External link] consists of the Governor of California[image: External link] and seven other elected constitutional officers: Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Attorney General[image: External link], Secretary of State[image: External link], State Controller[image: External link], State Treasurer[image: External link], Insurance Commissioner[image: External link], and State Superintendent of Public Instruction[image: External link]. They serve four-year terms and may be re-elected only once.[211]


	Legislative branch



The California State Legislature[image: External link] consists of a 40-member Senate and 80-member Assembly. Senators serve four-year terms and Assembly members two. Members of the Assembly are subject to term limits[image: External link] of three terms, and members of the Senate are subject to term limits of two terms.


	Judicial branch



California's legal system is explicitly based upon English common law[image: External link][212] (as is the case with all other states except Louisiana[image: External link]) but carries a few features from Spanish civil law[image: External link], such as community property[image: External link]. California's prison population grew from 25,000 in 1980 to over 170,000 in 2007.[213] Capital punishment[image: External link] is a legal form of punishment and the state has the largest "Death Row[image: External link]" population in the country (though Oklahoma and Texas are far more active in carrying out executions).[214][215]

California's judiciary system[image: External link] is the largest in the United States (with a total of 1,600 judges, while the federal system has only about 840). At the apex is the seven Justices of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link], while the California Courts of Appeal[image: External link] serve as the primary appellate courts[image: External link] and the California Superior Courts[image: External link] serve as the primary trial courts[image: External link]. Justices of the Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal are appointed by the Governor, but are subject to retention by the electorate every 12 years. The administration of the state's court system is controlled by the Judicial Council[image: External link], composed of the Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, 14 judicial officers, four representatives from the State Bar of California[image: External link], and one member from each house of the state legislature.
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 Local government




Main article: Local government in California[image: External link]
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 Counties




See also: List of counties in California[image: External link]


California is divided into 58 counties[image: External link]. Per Article 11, Section 1, of the Constitution of California[image: External link], they are the legal subdivisions of the state. The county government provides countywide services such as law enforcement, jails, elections and voter registration, vital records, property assessment and records, tax collection, public health, health care, social services, libraries, flood control, fire protection, animal control, agricultural regulations, building inspections, ambulance services, and education departments in charge of maintaining statewide standards.[216][217] In addition, the county serves as the local government for all unincorporated areas[image: External link]. Each county is governed by an elected board of supervisors[image: External link].[218]
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 City and town governments




Incorporated cities and towns in California are either charter[image: External link] or general-law municipalities.[104] General-law municipalities owe their existence to state law and are consequently governed by it; charter municipalities are governed by their own city or town charters. Municipalities incorporated in the 19th century tend to be charter municipalities. All ten of the state's most populous cities are charter cities. Most small cities have a council-manager[image: External link] form of government, where the elected city council appoints a city manager to supervise the operations of the city. Some larger cities have a directly-elected mayor who oversees the city government. In many council-manager cities, the city council selects one of its members as a mayor, sometimes rotating through the council membership—but this type of mayoral position is primarily ceremonial.

The Government of San Francisco[image: External link] is the only consolidated city-county[image: External link] in California, where both the city and county governments have been merged into one unified jurisdiction. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors[image: External link] also acts as the city council and the Mayor of San Francisco[image: External link] also serves as the county administrative officer.
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 School districts and special districts




See also: List of school districts in California[image: External link]


About 1,102 school districts[image: External link], independent of cities and counties, handle California's public education[image: External link].[219] California school districts may be organized as elementary districts, high school districts, unified school districts combining elementary and high school grades, or community college districts.[219]

There are about 3,400 special districts[image: External link] in California.[220] A special district[image: External link], defined by California Government Code § 16271(d) as "any agency of the state for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions within limited boundaries", provides a limited range of services within a defined geographic area. The geographic area of a special district can spread across multiple cities or counties, or could consist of only a portion of one. Most of California's special districts are single-purpose districts, and provide one service.
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 Ideology




Main articles: Politics of California[image: External link] and Elections in California[image: External link]




	California registered voters as of January 5, 2016[221]



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	7,438,655
	43.1%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	4,767,259
	27.62%



	
	No Party Preference[image: External link]
	4,141,860
	24%



	
	American Independent[image: External link]
	472,019
	2.73%



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	120,578
	0.7%



	
	Green[image: External link]
	102,688
	0.59%



	
	Peace and Freedom[image: External link]
	75,579
	0.44%



	Other
	140,775
	0.82%



	Total
	17,259,413
	100%






	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	31.62% 4,483,810

	
61.73% 8,753,788




	2012[image: External link]
	37.12% 4,839,958

	
60.24% 7,854,285




	2008[image: External link]
	36.91% 5,011,781

	
60.94% 8,274,473




	2004[image: External link]
	44.36% 5,509,826

	
54.40% 6,745,485




	2000[image: External link]
	41.65% 4,567,429

	
53.45% 5,861,203




	1996[image: External link]
	38.21% 3,828,380

	
51.10% 5,119,835




	1992[image: External link]
	32.61% 3,630,574

	
46.01% 5,121,325




	1988[image: External link]
	
51.13% 5,054,917

	47.56% 4,702,233




	1984[image: External link]
	
57.51% 5,467,009

	41.27% 3,922,519




	1980[image: External link]
	
52.69% 4,524,858

	35.91% 3,083,661




	1976[image: External link]
	
49.35% 3,882,244

	47.57% 3,742,284




	1972[image: External link]
	
55.01% 4,602,096

	41.54% 3,475,847




	1968[image: External link]
	
47.82% 3,467,664

	44.74% 3,244,318




	1964[image: External link]
	40.79% 2,879,108

	
59.11% 4,171,877




	1960[image: External link]
	
50.10% 3,259,722

	49.55% 3,224,099





California has an idiosyncratic political culture compared to the rest of the country, and is sometimes regarded as a trendsetter.[223] In socio-cultural mores and national politics, Californians are perceived as more liberal[image: External link] than other Americans, especially those who live in the inland states.

Among the political idiosyncrasies and trendsetting, California was the second state to recall their state governor[image: External link], the second state to legalize abortion, and the only state to ban marriage for gay couples twice by voters (including Proposition 8 in 2008[image: External link]). Voters also passed Proposition 71 in 2004[image: External link] to fund stem cell[image: External link] research, and Proposition 14 in 2010[image: External link] to completely change the state's primary election[image: External link] process. California has also experienced disputes over water rights[image: External link]; and a tax revolt[image: External link], culminating with the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978[image: External link], limiting state property taxes[image: External link].

The state's trend towards the Democratic Party[image: External link] and away from the Republican Party[image: External link] can be seen in state elections. From 1899 to 1939, California had Republican governors. Since 1990, California has generally elected Democratic candidates to federal, state and local offices, including current Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link]; however, the state has elected Republican Governors, though many of its Republican Governors, such as Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link], tend to be considered moderate Republicans and more centrist[image: External link] than the national party.

The Democrats also now hold a majority in both houses of the state legislature. There are 56 Democrats and 24 Republicans in the Assembly; and 26 Democrats and 12 Republicans in the Senate.

The trend towards the Democratic Party is most obvious in presidential elections; Republicans have not won California's electoral votes[image: External link] since 1988.

In the United States House, the Democrats held a 34–19 edge in the CA delegation of the 110th United States Congress[image: External link] in 2007. As the result of gerrymandering[image: External link], the districts in California were usually dominated by one or the other party, and few districts were considered competitive. In 2008, Californians passed Proposition 20 to empower a 14-member independent citizen commission to redraw districts for both local politicians and Congress. After the 2012 elections, when the new system took effect, Democrats gained 4 seats and held a 38–15 majority in the delegation.

In general, Democratic strength is centered in the populous coastal regions[image: External link] of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]. Republican strength is still greatest in eastern parts of the state. Orange County[image: External link] also remains mostly Republican. One study ranked Berkeley[image: External link], Oakland[image: External link], Inglewood[image: External link] and San Francisco in the top 20 most liberal American cities; and Bakersfield[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Escondido[image: External link], Garden Grove[image: External link], and Simi Valley[image: External link] in the top 20 most conservative cities.[224]

In October 2012, out of the 23,802,577 people eligible to vote, 18,245,970 people were registered to vote.[225] Of the people registered, the three largest registered groups were Democrats (7,966,422), Republicans (5,356,608), and Decline to State[image: External link] (3,820,545).[225] Los Angeles County[image: External link] had the largest number of registered Democrats (2,430,612) and Republicans (1,037,031) of any county in the state.[225]
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	Index of California-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of California[image: External link] – organized list of topics about California




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ The coordinates of the center of population are at 35.458606°N 119.355165°W[image: External link].[103]


	
^ behind Nevada and Arizona


	
^ The following are a list of the indigenous languages: Root languages of California: Athabaskan Family: Hupa, Mattole, Lassik, Wailaki, Sinkyone, Cahto, Tolowa, Nongatl, Wiyot, Chilula; Hokan Family: Pomo, Shasta, Karok, Chimiriko; Algonquian Family: Whilkut, Yurok; Yukian Family: Wappo; Penutian Family: Modok, Wintu, Nomlaki, Konkow, Maidu, Patwin, Nisenan, Miwok, Coast Miwok, Lake Miwok, Ohlone, Northern Valley Yokuts, Southern Valley Yokuts, Foothill Yokuts; Hokan Family: Esselen, Salinan, Chumash, Ipai, Tipai, Yuma, Halchichoma, Mohave; Uto-Aztecan Family: Mono Paiute, Monache, Owens Valley Paiute, Tubatulabal, Panamint Shoshone, Kawaisu, Kitanemuk, Tataviam, Gabrielino, Juaneno, Luiseno, Cuipeno, Cahuilla, Serrano, Chemehuevi


	
^ Minnesota also has a moratorium on construction of nuclear power plants, which has been in place since 1994.[187]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c "Government Code Section 420-429.8"[image: External link]. State of California Legislative Council. Retrieved December 24, 2009.


	
^ a b c Hyon B. Shin; Robert A. Kominski (April 2010). "Language Use in the United States: 2007"[image: External link] (PDF). United States Census Bureau. United States Department of Commerce. Retrieved May 27, 2013.


	
^ a b c "Appendix Table A for Figures 5A-5H. Percentage Speaking a Language Other Than English at Home by English-Speaking Ability by State: 2007"[image: External link]. Language Use in the United States: 2007 (ACS-12): Appendix Tables. United States Census Bureau. 2007. Retrieved May 26, 2013.


	
^ a b c "National Population Totals Tables: 2010-2016"[image: External link] (HTML). U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link]. June 9, 2017. Retrieved June 9, 2017.


	
^ "Median Annual Household Income"[image: External link]. The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation. Retrieved December 9, 2016.


	
^ a b "Whitney"[image: External link]. NGS data sheet. U.S. National Geodetic Survey[image: External link]. Retrieved October 20, 2011.


	
^ a b "Elevations and Distances in the United States"[image: External link]. United States Geological Survey[image: External link]. 2001. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 15, 2011. Retrieved October 21, 2011.


	
^ a b Elevation adjusted to North American Vertical Datum of 1988[image: External link].


	
^ The summit of Mount Whitney[image: External link] is the highest point in the Contiguous United States[image: External link].


	
^ a b "USGS National Elevation Dataset (NED) 1 meter Downloadable Data Collection from The National Map 3D Elevation Program (3DEP) – National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) National Elevation Data Set (NED)"[image: External link]. United States Geological Survey[image: External link]. September 21, 2015. Retrieved September 22, 2015.


	
^ Coté, John (December 31, 2010). "Lt. Gov.-elect Gavin Newsom to be sworn in by Jan. 10"[image: External link]. San Francisco Chronicle. Hearst Newspapers[image: External link]. Retrieved January 3, 2010.


	
^ "Government Code Section 424"[image: External link]. State of California Legislative Council. Retrieved July 25, 2014.


	
^ Alison Vekshin (June 14, 2016). "California Overtakes France to Become Sixth-Largest Economy"[image: External link]. Bloomberg. Retrieved June 14, 2016.

Jason Hanna (January 13, 2012). "Report: California slips to world's 9th largest economy"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved May 31, 2013.

Guy Adams (May 16, 2012). "California, the ninth largest economy in the world, resorts to austerity"[image: External link]. Independent. London. Retrieved May 31, 2013.

"California Economy Slips To Ninth Largest, Behind Brazil"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Associated Press. January 12, 2012. Retrieved May 31, 2013.

"2013 Cal Facts"[image: External link]. Legislative Analyst's Office. State of California. January 2, 2013. Retrieved May 31, 2013. California's Economy Is Ninth-Largest in the World

Kasler, Dale (July 7, 2014). "California has world's 8th largest economy, beating Russia, Italy"[image: External link]. San Francisco Luxury Living. Retrieved July 7, 2014.[permanent dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ "Happy 25th anniversary, World Wide Web"[image: External link]. CalWatchdog.com.


	
^ a b "California Gross domestic product (GDP) (millions of current dollars)"[image: External link]. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis. Retrieved July 19, 2015.


	
^ "The Fortune 2016 Global 500"[image: External link]. Fortune. Retrieved May 7, 2017.


	
^ "Fruits and Vegetables, America Eats, from Life in the USA: The Complete Guide for Immigrants and Americans"[image: External link]. Life in the USA. Retrieved August 23, 2011.


	
^ Stewart, George[image: External link] (1945). Names on the Land: A Historical Account of Place-Naming in the United States. New York: Random House. pp. 11–17.


	
^ Putnam, Ruth (1917). "Appendix A: Etymology of the Word "California": Surmises and Usage". In Herbert Ingram Priestley. California: the name[image: External link]. Berkeley: University of California. pp. 356–361.


	
^ Vogeley, Nancy (April 20, 2001). "How Chivalry Formed the Myth of California"[image: External link]. Modern Language Quarterly. University of Washington. 62 (2): 165–188. doi[image: External link]: 10.1215/00267929-62-2-165[image: External link].


	
^ Forsyth, Mark (2011). The Etymologicon: A Circular Stroll Through the Hidden Connections of the English Language. New York NY: Penguin Group/Berkley Books. p. 223. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-425-26079-1[image: External link].


	
^ Gudde, Erwin G. and William Bright. 2004. California Place Names: The Origin and Etymology of Current Geographical Names. pp. 59–60


	
^ Lavender, David (1987). California: Land of New Beginnings. University of Nebraska Press[image: External link]. p. 27. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8032-7924-8[image: External link]. OCLC[image: External link]  15315566[image: External link].


	
^ "Online Etymology Dictionary"[image: External link]. Etymonline.com. June 24, 1957. Retrieved July 2, 2010.


	
^ Putnam, 1917, p. 306[image: External link]


	
^ Strange But True, Tooele Transcript-Bulletin, August 11, 2016, p. C3


	
^ "unknown facts"[image: External link].


	
^ Starr 2007, p. 13.


	
^ "Page 1580 of the 1778 edition of Encyclopædia Britannica (second edition)"[image: External link]. Hyzercreek.com. July 15, 2011. Retrieved October 28, 2011.

Carlson, Jon D. (2011). Myths, State Expansion, and the Birth of Globalization: A Comparative Perspective[image: External link]. Palgrave Macmillan. p. 40. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-137-01045-2[image: External link]. Retrieved August 21, 2014.

Brooke Hoover, Mildred; Kyle, Douglas E., eds. (1990). Historic Spots in California[image: External link]. Stanford University Press. p. 359. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8047-1734-2[image: External link]. Retrieved August 21, 2014.


	
^ Tillman, Linda C.; Scheurich, James Joseph (August 21, 2013). The Handbook of Research on Educational Leadership for Equity and Diversity[image: External link]. Routledge. p. 202. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-135-12843-2[image: External link].

Huping Ling (April 29, 2009). Asian America: Forming New Communities, Expanding Boundaries[image: External link]. Rutgers University Press. p. 109. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8135-4867-8[image: External link].


	
^ "California as an Island in Maps – Online Exhibits"[image: External link]. Stanford University Libraries. Retrieved June 15, 2016.


	
^ source: Encyclopædia Britannica 7th edition, 1842, "Mexico"


	
^ Historical Atlas of California


	
^ a b "Introduction"[image: External link]. Early History of the California Coast. National Park Service. Retrieved August 26, 2012.


	
^ Altman, Linda Jacobs (2005). California[image: External link]. Marshall Cavendish. p. 117. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7614-1737-8[image: External link]. Retrieved March 16, 2013.

Testimonios: Early California Through the Eyes of Women, 1815–1848[image: External link]. Heyday. 2006. p. 425. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-59714-033-1[image: External link]. Retrieved March 16, 2013.


	
^ Starr, Kevin (2007). California: A History[image: External link]. Modern Library. pp. 17–. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8129-7753-0[image: External link].

Hoover, Mildred Brooke; Kyle, Douglas E., eds. (2002). Historic Spots in California[image: External link]. Historic Spots in California. p. 316. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8047-7817-6[image: External link]. Retrieved March 16, 2013.

Conway, J.D. (2003). Monterey: Presidio, Pueblo, and Port[image: External link]. Arcadia Publishing. The Making of America Series. pp. 53–55. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7385-2423-8[image: External link]. Retrieved March 16, 2013.


	
^ a b Billington, Ray Allen; Ridge, Martin[image: External link] (2001). Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier[image: External link]. University of New Mexico Press. p. 203. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8263-1981-4[image: External link]. Retrieved February 16, 2013.


	
^ Hart, James David (1987). A Companion to California[image: External link]. University of California Press. p. 315. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-520-05544-5[image: External link]. Retrieved March 16, 2013.

Harlow, Neal (1989). California Conquered: The Annexation of a Mexican Province, 1846–1850[image: External link]. University of California Press. p. 27. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-520-06605-2[image: External link]. Retrieved March 16, 2013.


	
^ Lyman, George D. and John Marsh, Pioneer: The Life Story of a Trail-Blazer on Six Frontiers, pp. 237–39, The Chautauqua Press, Chautauqua, New York, 1931.


	
^ Lyman and Marsh, pp. ix, 209, 231, 238–39, 246–51, 266–67, 268–71.


	
^ Lyman and Marsh 1931, pp. 250–62.


	
^ "William B. Ide Adobe SHP"[image: External link]. California State Parks. Retrieved December 25, 2009.


	
^ "Bear Flag Revolt"[image: External link]. History.com. 2015. Retrieved June 5, 2015.

"The United States and California"[image: External link]. Early California History: An Overview. Library of Congress. 1998. Retrieved June 5, 2015.


	
^ "The U.S. Mexican War"[image: External link]. The Border. KPBS. 1999. Retrieved June 5, 2015.

Matthew Kachur; Jon Sterngass (July 1, 2006). The Mexican-American War[image: External link]. World Almanac Library. pp. 25–26. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8368-7290-3[image: External link].

Thomas M. Leonard (2001). James K. Polk: A Clear and Unquestionable Destiny[image: External link]. Rowman & Littlefield. pp. 141–143. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8420-2647-5[image: External link].


	
^ Spencer Tucker (Militärhistoriker) (2013). The Encyclopedia of the Mexican-American War: A Political, Social, and Military History[image: External link]. ABC-CLIO. pp. 55–56. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-85109-853-8[image: External link].


	
^ The Quarterly[image: External link]. Historical Society of Southern California. 1907. pp. 199–201.

Hunt Janin; Ursula Carlson (April 20, 2015). The California Campaigns of the U.S.-Mexican War, 1846–1848[image: External link]. McFarland. pp. 149–151. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4766-2093-0[image: External link].


	
^ Osborne, Thomas J. (November 29, 2012). Pacific Eldorado: A History of Greater California[image: External link]. Wiley. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-118-29217-4[image: External link].


	
^ "California Gold Rush, 1848–1864"[image: External link]. Learn California.org, a site designed for the California Secretary of State[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 27, 2011. Retrieved July 22, 2008.


	
^ "1870 Fast Facts[image: External link]". U.S. Census Bureau.


	
^ "Destruction of the California Indians"[image: External link]. California Secretary of State[image: External link]. Retrieved April 15, 2012.


	
^ a b c "INDIANS of CALIFORNIA – American Period"[image: External link]. Cabrillo.edu. Retrieved March 21, 2012.[unreliable source?[image: External link]]


	
^ "California Militia and Expeditions Against the Indians, 1850–1859"[image: External link]. Militarymuseum.org. Retrieved March 21, 2012.


	
^ see also Benjamin Madley, American Genocide: The California Indian Catastrophe, 1846–1873, Yale University Press, 2012.[image: External link][dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ Wilson, Dotson; Ebbert, Brian S. (2006). California's Legislature[image: External link] (PDF) (2006 ed.). Sacramento: California State Assembly. OCLC[image: External link]  70700867[image: External link].


	
^ "California – Race and Hispanic Origin: 1850 to 1990"[image: External link]. U.S. Census Bureau. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 24, 2014.


	
^ Peck, Merton J.[image: External link] & Scherer, Frederic M.[image: External link] The Weapons Acquisition Process: An Economic Analysis (1962) Harvard Business School[image: External link] p. 111


	
^ a b Bill Watkins (October 10, 2012). "How California Lost its Mojo"[image: External link]. Fox and Hound Daily. Retrieved June 25, 2013.

Nancy Kleniewski; Alexander R. Thomas (March 1, 2010). Cities, Change, and Conflict: A Political Economy of Urban Life[image: External link]. Cengage Learning. pp. 91–92. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-495-81222-7[image: External link]. Retrieved June 26, 2013.


	
^ Rosa Maria Moller (May 2008). "Aerospace States' Incentives to Attract The Industry"[image: External link] (PDF). library.ca.gov. California Research Bureau. pp. 24–25. Retrieved June 25, 2013.

Robert A. Kleinhenz; Kimberly Ritter-Martinez; Rafael De Anda; Elizabeth Avila (August 2012). "The Aerospace Industry in Southern California"[image: External link] (PDF). laedc.org. p. 10. Retrieved June 25, 2013. In 1987, California accounted for one in four aerospace jobs nationally, and in Los Angeles County, the share was one in ten. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, the Department of Defense (DOD) sharply curtailed procurement spending. In 1995, DOD spending fell below $50 billion for the first time since 1982. Nowhere in the country were the changes in Pentagon outlays more apparent than in Southern California.

Eric John Heikkila; Rafael Pizarro (January 1, 2002). Southern California and the World[image: External link]. Greenwood Publishing Group. p. 18. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-275-97112-0[image: External link]. Retrieved June 25, 2013.

James Flanigan (2009). Smile Southern California, You're the Center of the Universe: The Economy and People of a Global Region[image: External link]. Stanford University Press. p. 25. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8047-5625-9[image: External link]. Retrieved June 25, 2013.


	
^ Markoff, John (April 17, 2009). "Searching for Silicon Valley"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved February 26, 2011.


	
^ Cohen 2003, pp. 115–116.


	
^ Clark Davis; David Igler (August 1, 2002). The Human Tradition in California[image: External link]. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. p. 11. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4616-4431-6[image: External link].

Treanor, Jill (July 17, 2001). "Pink slip season in Silicon Valley"[image: External link]. The Guardian. United Kingdom. Retrieved April 22, 2015. This micro-economy – the world's fifth largest economy in its own right – started to feel the pain of the new technology meltdown first.


	
^ Taylor, Lisa (March 30, 1997). "Getting Out: The Great California Exodus : Remember us? We left Southern California looking for cheaper housing, employment opportunities and a better way of life. Well ... We're Ba-aack!"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved April 22, 2015.


	
^ Shepard Krech, III; J. R. McNeill; Carolyn Merchant (2004). Encyclopedia of world environmental history: O-Z, Index[image: External link]. Taylor & Francis Group. pp. 540–. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-415-93734-4[image: External link]. Retrieved November 23, 2012.


	
^ Riedel, Monique (2009). Best Easy Day Hikes Ventura. Falcon Guides. Pages 35–38. ISBN 978-0-7627-5121-1[image: External link].


	
^ "2000 Census of Population and Housing"[image: External link] (PDF). US Census Bureau[image: External link]. April 2004. p. 29. Retrieved December 25, 2009.


	
^ "Figures Show California's Motoring Supremacy"[image: External link]. Touring Topics. Los Angeles, California: Automobile Club of Southern California. 8 (2): 38–9. March 1916.


	
^ Cooley, Timothy J. (2014). Surfing about Music[image: External link]. University of California Press. p. 46. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-520-95721-3[image: External link].


	
^ Morgan, Neil (April 19, 1963). "Westward Tilt: Northern California"[image: External link]. Lodi News-Sentinel. Lodi, California. Retrieved September 7, 2014.


	
^ John E. Kent, eds. (1917). Kent Guide Manual (Harrison Narcotic Law) and Progessional Registry[image: External link]. San Francisco: The Service Press. p. 6.


	
^ Laaksonen-Craig, Susanna; Goldman, George; McKillop, William (2003). Forestry, Forest Products, and Forest Products Consumption in California[image: External link] (PDF). Davis, California: University of California – Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources. p. 1. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-60107-248-1[image: External link].


	
^ Lanner, RM (2007). The Bristlecone Book. Mountain Press. p. 14. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-87842-538-9[image: External link].


	
^ "Oldlist"[image: External link]. Rocky Mountain Tree Ring Research. Retrieved January 8, 2013.


	
^ "Frequently Asked Questions"[image: External link]. Seismo.berkeley.edu. Retrieved April 22, 2011.


	
^ El Fadli, KI; et al. (September 2012). "World Meteorological Organization Assessment of the Purported World Record 58°C Temperature Extreme at El Azizia, Libya (13 September 1922)"[image: External link]. Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society. 94 (2): 199. doi[image: External link]: 10.1175/BAMS-D-12-00093.1[image: External link]. (The 136.4 °F (58 °C), claimed by 'Aziziya[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], on September 13, 1922, has been officially deemed invalid by the World Meteorological Organization[image: External link].)


	
^ "World Meteorological Organization World Weather / Climate Extremes Archive"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 4, 2013. Retrieved January 10, 2013.


	
^ "California climate averages"[image: External link]. Weatherbase. Retrieved November 11, 2015.


	
^ "Checklist of the Scarabaeoidea of the Nearctic Realm"[image: External link] (PDF). digitalcommons.unl.edu (University of Nebraska State: Papers in Entomology). 2003. Retrieved October 5, 2010.


	
^ David Elstein (May 2004). "Restoring California's Native Grasses"[image: External link]. Agricultural Research magazine. 52 (5): 17. Retrieved December 25, 2009.


	
^ "The California Invasive Species List"[image: External link] (PDF). iscc.ca.gov (California Invasive Species Advisory Committee). April 21, 2010. Retrieved October 5, 2010.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i "California: flora and fauna"[image: External link]. city-data.com. 2010. Retrieved September 7, 2010.


	
^ "Sequoia sempervirens (D. Don) Endl."[image: External link]. fed.us (U.S. Forest Service). Retrieved October 7, 2010.


	
^ "Life Zones of the Central Sierra Nevada"[image: External link]. sierrahistorical.org. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 1, 2012. Retrieved October 5, 2010.


	
^ "California Condor"[image: External link]. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 2009. Retrieved October 3, 2010.


	
^ "CalPhotos: Browse Mammal Common Names"[image: External link]. calphotos.berkeley.edu (BSCIT University of California, Berkeley). October 2, 2010. Retrieved October 3, 2010.


	
^ "Quail Ridge Reserve: UC Davis Natural Reserve System"[image: External link]. nrs.ucdavis.edu (University of California at Davis: Natural Reserve System). April 5, 2007. Retrieved October 5, 2010.


	
^ "Black-tailed Deer of California"[image: External link]. westernhunter.com. 2000. Retrieved October 7, 2010.


	
^ "California's Endangered Insects – Formally Listed Insects"[image: External link]. berkeley.edu. Retrieved August 25, 2015.


	
^ California, State of. "Threatened and Endangered Invertebrates - California Department of Fish and Wildlife"[image: External link]. www.dfg.ca.gov. Retrieved May 8, 2017.


	
^ Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife. "Species Search Results"[image: External link]. ecos.fws.gov. Retrieved May 8, 2017.


	
^ a b "U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: Species Reports: Listings and occurrences for California"[image: External link]. ecos.fws.gov. September 7, 2010. Retrieved September 7, 2010.


	
^ "CALIFORNIA GREW BY 356,000 RESIDENTS IN 2013"[image: External link] (PDF). Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on May 2, 2014. Retrieved September 26, 2016.


	
^ "1990 Census of Population and Housing, Unit Counts,United States, 1990 CPH-2-1"[image: External link] (PDF). Population and Housing Unit Counts, Population Estimates 1790–1990, pages 26–27. United States Census Bureau[image: External link], U.S. Department of Commerce Economics and Statistics Administration. August 20, 1993. Retrieved January 1, 2012.


	
^ a b "California QuickFacts from the US Census Bureau:"[image: External link]. US Census Bureau. Retrieved December 26, 2009.


	
^ "American Indian Civics Project: Indians of Northern California: A Case Study of Federal, State, and Vigilante Intervention, 1850–1860"[image: External link]. Americanindiantah.com. Retrieved March 21, 2012.


	
^ a b "Table 4. Cumulative Estimates of the Components of Resident Population Change for the United States, Regions, States, and Puerto Rico: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2009"[image: External link]. US Census Bureau[image: External link]. December 22, 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] (CSV) on June 9, 2010. Retrieved December 26, 2009.


	
^ "E-4 Population Estimates for Cities, Counties and the State, 2001–2009, with 2000 Benchmark."[image: External link]. Sacramento, California: State of California, Department of Finance[image: External link]. May 2009. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 22, 2009. Retrieved December 24, 2009.


	
^ Gray, Tom; Scardamalia, Robert (September 2012). "The Great California Exodus: A Closer Look"[image: External link]. Manhattan-institute.org. Retrieved April 30, 2013.


	
^ "Censo 2010: população do Brasil é de 190.732.694 pessoas"[image: External link]. Retrieved September 19, 2011.


	
^ "International Database – County Rankings"[image: External link]. US Census Bureau. Retrieved December 26, 2009.


	
^ "Table A.1. Total Population by Sex in 2009 and Sex Ratio by Country in 2009"[image: External link] (PDF). World Population Prospects: The 2008 Edition, Highlights. United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division. 2009. pp. 31–35. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on December 29, 2010. Retrieved December 26, 2009.


	
^ "About Los Angeles County Department of Public Social Services"[image: External link]. Los Angeles County Department of Public Social Services. December 2005. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 17, 2010. Retrieved December 26, 2009.


	
^ Barrett, Beth (September 19, 2003). "Baby Slump In L.A. County"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Daily News. Los Angeles Newspaper Group. pp. N4. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 15, 2010. Retrieved December 26, 2009.


	
^ "Population and Population Centers by State: 2000"[image: External link]. United States Census 2000. US Census Bureau Geography Division. May 20, 2002. Archived from the original[image: External link] (TXT) on June 22, 2013. Retrieved December 26, 2009.


	
^ a b "CA Codes (gov:34500-34504)"[image: External link]. California State Senate. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ "Instant City: Sacramento"[image: External link]. California State Library[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 28, 2010. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ "San Jose at a Glance"[image: External link]. City of San Jose. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ "A History of San Diego Government"[image: External link]. City of San Diego. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 28, 2010. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ "California State Parks: 1846 to 1854"[image: External link]. California State Parks. May 23, 2007. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ "Jurupa Valley Becomes California's 482nd City"[image: External link]. League of California Cities. March 11, 2011. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 6, 2012. Retrieved August 21, 2011.


	
^ Stokley, Sandra (June 14, 2011). "JURUPA VALLEY: Rushing to meet a July 1 incorporation"[image: External link]. The Press-Enterprise[image: External link]. Retrieved August 21, 2011.


	
^ "Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Incorporated Places: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2015"[image: External link]. US Census. May 7, 2016. Retrieved January 7, 2017.[permanent dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ Teresa Watanabe; Hector Becerra (April 1, 2010). "Native-born Californians regain majority status"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved January 19, 2013.


	
^ a b c d "Net Migration from Mexico Falls to Zero—and Perhaps Less"[image: External link] (PDF). Pew Hispanic Center. Retrieved July 19, 2015.


	
^ a b Stephen Magagnini; Phillip Reese (January 17, 2013). "Census shows Asians eclipse Latino arrivals to California"[image: External link]. Sacramento Bee. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 18, 2013. Retrieved January 19, 2013.


	
^ a b c "Latino mojo"[image: External link]. The Economist. June 20, 2015.


	
^ "Unauthorized Immigrants: 11.1 Million in 2011"[image: External link]. Pew Research Center's Hispanic Trends Project. December 6, 2012. Retrieved August 25, 2015.


	
^ California's Illegal Immigrant Shortage[image: External link], Bloomberg BusinessWeek, May 3, 2012


	
^ Slevin, Peter (April 30, 2010). "New Arizona law puts police in 'tenuous' spot"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Washington, DC. pp. A4.


	
^ a b Michael Gardner (April 19, 2011). "Cutting services to illegal immigrants isn't easy"[image: External link]. U-T San Diego[image: External link]. Retrieved April 22, 2011.[permanent dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ Johnson, Hans; Hill, Laura (July 2011). "Illegal Immigration"[image: External link] (PDF). Publications. Public Policy Institute of California[image: External link]. Retrieved January 15, 2013.


	
^ a b 2015 U.S. Census QuickFacts[image: External link], United States Census Bureau[image: External link], 2015.


	
^ Exner, Rich. "Americans under age 1 now mostly minorities, but not in Ohio: Statistical Snapshot"[image: External link]. cleveland.com. Advance Ohio. Retrieved September 20, 2016.


	
^ "California – ACS Demographic and Housing Estimates: 2006–2008"[image: External link]. American Fact Finder. US Census Bureau. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 30, 2011. Retrieved March 8, 2016.


	
^ "Whites in state 'below the replacement' level[image: External link]". San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]. June 5, 2010.


	
^ Wendell Cox. "ASIANS: AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING MINORITY"[image: External link]. NewsGeography. Retrieved July 19, 2015.


	
^ a b Campbell Gibson; Kay Jung (September 2002). "Historical Census Statistics on Population Totals By Race, 1790 to 1990, and By Hispanic Origin, 1970 to 1990, For The United States, Regions, Divisions, and States"[image: External link]. Population Division. United States Census Bureau. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 25, 2008. Retrieved December 27, 2014.


	
^ "California: 2000"[image: External link] (PDF). Census 2000 Profile. United States Census Bureau. August 2002. Retrieved December 27, 2014.


	
^ "Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics: 2010"[image: External link]. 2010 Census Summary File 1. United States Census Bureau. 2010. Retrieved December 27, 2014.


	
^ "Total Ancestry Reported"[image: External link]. 2009–2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. United States Census Bureau. 2013. Retrieved January 1, 2015.


	
^ "Total Population"[image: External link]. 2010 Census[image: External link], United States Census Bureau[image: External link]. United States Department of Commerce. 2010. Retrieved May 1, 2013.


	
^ "California"[image: External link]. Modern Language Association[image: External link]. Retrieved August 11, 2013.


	
^ "What other languages is the written or audio test available in?//Driver License and Identification (ID) Card Information"[image: External link]. California Department of Motor Vehicles.


	
^ Wesson, Herb[image: External link] (July 17, 2001). "AB 800 Assembly Bill – Bill Analysis"[image: External link]. California State Assembly. p. 3. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 23, 2010. Retrieved December 27, 2009. In 1986, California voters amended the state constitution to provide that the: The [ sic[image: External link]] Legislature and officials of the State of California shall take all steps necessary to insure that the role of English as the common language of the State of California is preserved and enhanced. The Legislature shall make no law which diminishes or ignores the role of English as the common language of California."


	
^ Hull, Dana (May 20, 2006). "English already is "official" in California". San Jose Mercury News. San Jose, California.


	
^ "MLA Data Center"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 19, 2006. Retrieved August 10, 2013.


	
^ Native Tribes, Groups, Language Families and Dialects of California in 1770[image: External link] (Map) (1966 ed.). Coyote Press. Retrieved December 27, 2009.


	
^ California Indians Root Languages and Tribal Groups[image: External link] (Map) (1994 ed.). California State Parks. Retrieved December 27, 2009.


	
^ "Indigenous Farmworker Study – Indigenous Mexicans in California Agriculture. Section V. Language and Culture"[image: External link] (PDF). 2013. Retrieved July 1, 2013.


	
^ Bucholtz, Mary; et all (December 2007). "Hella Nor Cal or Totally So Cal? : The Perceptual Dialectology of California"[image: External link]. Journal of English Linguistics. 35 (4): 325–352. doi[image: External link]: 10.1177/0075424207307780[image: External link]. Retrieved November 4, 2010.


	
^ Park, Bborie (December 2003). "A World of Opportunity – Which New Languages Davis Students Would Like to Study and Why"[image: External link] (PDF). UC Davis Student Affairs Research and Information. Retrieved December 27, 2009.[not in citation given[image: External link]]


	
^ a b "America's Changing Religious Landscape, Appendix D: Detailed Tables "[image: External link] (PDF). Pew Research Center. May 12, 2015. Retrieved June 5, 2015.


	
^ "Religious Affiliation by State in the U.S"[image: External link] (PDF). U.S Religious Landscape Study. Pew Research Center[image: External link]. p. 103. Retrieved June 24, 2010.


	
^ Ira M. Sheskin and Arnold Dashefsky, "Jewish Population of the United States, 2006", American Jewish Year Book[image: External link] 2006, Volume 106 [1][image: External link]


	
^ "The Association of Religion Data Archives | State Membership Report"[image: External link]. thearda.com. Retrieved December 16, 2013.


	
^ Helfand, Duke (June 24, 2008). "State has a relaxed view on religion – Survey finds Californians are less certain about the existence of God than others in the U.S"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved December 27, 2009.


	
^ Naranjo, Candice. "The Super Bowl is Coming to Levi's Stadium in 2016"[image: External link]. KRON 4. Retrieved March 28, 2014.


	
^ "Proposition 98 Primer"[image: External link]. Legislative Analyst's Office of California. February 2005. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ "California Comparison"[image: External link]. Education Data Partnership. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ Marshall, Carolyn (March 16, 2007). "Report Says Public Schools in California Are 'Broken' – New York Times"[image: External link]. The New York Times. California. Retrieved August 23, 2011.


	
^ "About the University of California"[image: External link].


	
^ Gilmore, Janet; 19, Public affairs | December; 19, 2016December; 2016 (December 19, 2016). "85,000 students seek admission to Berkeley’s 2017-18 freshman class"[image: External link]. Berkeley News. Retrieved May 8, 2017.


	
^ Kendall, Rebecca. "UCLA breaks several records with 2017 freshman applications"[image: External link]. UCLA Newsroom. Retrieved May 8, 2017.


	
^ a b Powell, Farran. "California Students Face Competition for College Options." U.S. News & World Report. N.p., February 6, 2017. Web. May 7, 2017.


	
^ "Rising number of rejections raises fears that Long Beach is becoming ‘elite’ university"[image: External link]. EdSource. Retrieved May 8, 2017.


	
^ "Regional Economic Accounts (interactive tables)"[image: External link]. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Retrieved January 31, 2010.


	
^ "Country Comparison :: GDP (purchasing power parity)"[image: External link]. The World Factbook. Central Intelligence Agency. Retrieved January 31, 2010.


	
^ a b "Widespread But Slower Growth in 2013"[image: External link] (PDF). Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Labor. June 11, 2014. Retrieved June 11, 2014.


	
^ Comparison between U.S. states and countries by GDP (nominal)[image: External link]


	
^ "California Poised to Move Up in World Economy Rankings in 2013"[image: External link] (PDF). Center for Continuing Study of the California Economy. July 2013. Retrieved June 14, 2014.


	
^ "Calif. retains economy that would be 8th largest"[image: External link]. Bloomberg BusinessWeek. December 2, 2010. Retrieved September 2, 2012.


	
^ "GDP, PPP (current international $)"[image: External link]. World Bank, International Comparison Program database. Retrieved June 14, 2014.


	
^ "2011 CalFacts"[image: External link]. Lao.ca.gov. Retrieved April 22, 2011.


	
^ a b "Trade Statistics"[image: External link]. California Chamber of Commerce. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ a b "Cal Facts 2006 State Economy"[image: External link]. Legislative Analyst's Office of California. August 6, 2007. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ "California Agricultural Production Statistics 2009–2010"[image: External link]. cdfa.ca.gov (California Department of Food and Agriculture). 2010. Retrieved October 5, 2010.


	
^ "California Agricultural Production Statistics 2011"[image: External link]. cdfa.ca.gov (California Department of Food and Agriculture). 2013. Retrieved May 18, 2013.


	
^ Venton, Danielle (June 5, 2015). "A Better Way for California to Water Its Farms"[image: External link]. Wired. Retrieved June 5, 2015.


	
^ Vic Tolomeo; Kelly Krug; Doug Flohr; Jason Gibson (October 31, 2012). "California Agricultural Statistics: 2011 Crop Year"[image: External link] (PDF). National Agricultural Statistics Service. United States Department of Agriculture. Retrieved July 1, 2013.


	
^ "State Personal Income 2006"[image: External link] (Press release). Bureau of Economic Analysis[image: External link]. March 27, 2007. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ Cowan, Tadlock (December 12, 2005). "California's San Joaquin Valley: A Region in Transition"[image: External link] (PDF). Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress. p. 2. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ Berlinger, Joshua (November 12, 2012). "A New Poverty Calculation Yields Some Surprising Results"[image: External link]. Business Insider[image: External link]. Retrieved October 7, 2013.


	
^ Scott, Walter (May 2, 2010). "Personality Parade". Parade Magazine. p. 2.


	
^ Bukszpan, Daniel (March 29, 2012). "States With the Best Credit Scores"[image: External link].


	
^ Nunes, Devin (January 10, 2009). "California's Gold Rush Has Been Reversed"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. p. A9. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ "California's Brown proposes 'painful' budget cuts"[image: External link]. Reuters. January 10, 2011.


	
^ "California's Greek Tragedy"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. March 13, 2012.

Del Beccaro, Thomas (August 19, 2014). "California's Economic Collision Course: Immigration and Water"[image: External link]. Forbes. Retrieved August 21, 2014.


	
^ Michael Gardner (July 28, 2012). "Is California the welfare capital?: Delving into why California has such a disproportionate share of the nation's recipients"[image: External link]. U-T San Diego. Retrieved August 6, 2012.


	
^ "How much does California owe?"[image: External link]. San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]. January 19, 2011.


	
^ Gov. Brown proudly signs balanced state budget[image: External link]. SFGate (June 27, 2013). Retrieved July 29, 2013.


	
^ "California's current debt load: $132 billion"[image: External link].


	
^ "California Proposition 30, Sales and Income Tax Increase (2012)"[image: External link]. Ballotpedia. Retrieved January 16, 2013.


	
^ Mufson, Steven (February 17, 2007). "In Energy Conservation, Calif. Sees Light"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved February 28, 2010.


	
^ "California – U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA)"[image: External link]. Tonto.eia.doe.gov. October 20, 2011. Retrieved October 28, 2011.


	
^ California OKs new transmission for renewables[image: External link] Reuters, December 17, 2009.


	
^ Mark Z. Jacobson[image: External link] et al.: A roadmap for repowering California for all purposes with wind, water, and sunlight. In: Energy[image: External link] 73 (2014), 875–889, doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/j.energy.2014.06.099[image: External link].


	
^ Doyle, Jim (March 9, 2009). "Nuclear power industry sees opening for revival"[image: External link]. San Francisco Chronicle. Hearst Communications. p. A-1. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ Brunswick, Mark (April 30, 2009). "Minnesota House says no to new nuclear power plants"[image: External link]. Star Tribune. Minnesota: Chris Harte. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 16, 2012. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
^ Mieszkowski, Katharine (September 2, 2010). "California Is Tops in Worst Roads – Pulse of the Bay"[image: External link]. The Bay Citizen. Retrieved April 22, 2011.


	
^ "A bridge too far gone"[image: External link]. The Economist. August 9, 2007.


	
^ "19th Annual Report on the Performance of State Highway Systems (1984–2008)"[image: External link] (PDF).


	
^ "The San Francisco – Oakland Bay Bridge Facts at a glance"[image: External link]. California Department of Transportation[image: External link]. Retrieved April 5, 2012.


	
^ Pool, Bob (June 25, 2010). "Pasadena Freeway getting a new look and a new name"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved April 5, 2012.


	
^ "L.A.'s Famous Four-Level Freeway Interchange, 'The Stack,' Turns 58"[image: External link]. KCET[image: External link]. September 22, 2011. Retrieved April 5, 2012.


	
^ Chawkins, Steve (July 18, 2005). "Stockton Seeking to Capture Battleship"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved October 7, 2016.


	
^ "State of California - DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES, STATISTICS FOR PUBLICATION, JANUARY THROUGH DECEMBER 2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on April 29, 2011. Retrieved February 13, 2011.


	
^ "California new-car sales up 13.1 percent in 2010"[image: External link]. San Jose Mercury News. Retrieved April 22, 2011.


	
^ Cabanatuan, Michael (January 8, 2011). "Calif. Amtrak ridership rising on state trains"[image: External link]. The San Francisco Chronicle.


	
^ Cabanatuan, Michael (August 17, 2010). "Plan for high-speed rail system released"[image: External link]. The San Francisco Chronicle.


	
^ Hundley, N. (2001). The great thirst: Californians and water. Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press.


	
^ Reisner, Marc (1993). Cadillac Desert: The American West and its Disappearing Water. Penguin.


	
^ "Why California Is Running Dry[image: External link]". CBS News. December 27, 2009.


	
^ "Table 508. Military and Civilian Personnel in Installations: 2009"[image: External link] (PDF). United States Census Bureau. United States Department of Commerce. 2012. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on October 17, 2011. Retrieved June 15, 2013.


	
^ "Military recruitment 2010"[image: External link]. National Priorities Project. June 30, 2011. Retrieved June 15, 2013.















	
204. ^ Segal, David R.; Segal, Mady Wechsler (2004). "America's Military Population"[image: External link] (PDF). Population Bulletin. Population Research Bureau. 59 (4): 10. ISSN[image: External link]  0032-468X[image: External link]. Retrieved June 15, 2013.


	
205. ^ "California – Armed forces"[image: External link]. city-data.com. Retrieved December 26, 2009.


	
206. ^ "Table 7L: VETPOP2011 Living Veterans By State, Period Of Service, Gender, 2010–2040"[image: External link]. Veteran Population. Department of Veterans Affairs. September 30, 2010. Retrieved June 15, 2013.


	
207. ^ "Directory of Representatives"[image: External link]. House.gov. Retrieved March 25, 2014.


	
208. ^ Bowen, Debra. "Voter-Nominated Offices Information"[image: External link] (PDF). California Secretary of State. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on December 24, 2013. Retrieved March 16, 2014.


	
209. ^ a b c Bowen, Debra. "Voter-Nominated Offices Information"[image: External link]. California Secretary of State. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 26, 2014. Retrieved March 16, 2014.


	
210. ^ "Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 71"[image: External link]. Senate Office of International Relations.


	
211. ^ California Constitution. "Article 5"[image: External link].


	
212. ^ "California Codes, Civil Code Section 22-22.2"[image: External link]. California Civil Codes. Legislative Counsel of the State of California. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
213. ^ Thompson, Don (December 8, 2007). "Calif. Struggles with sentencing reform"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved January 29, 2010.


	
214. ^ "Death Row Inmates by State and Size of Death Row by Year | Death Penalty Information Center"[image: External link]. deathpenaltyinfo.org. Retrieved May 8, 2017.


	
215. ^ "State Execution Rates | Death Penalty Information Center"[image: External link]. deathpenaltyinfo.org. Retrieved May 8, 2017.


	
216. ^ Baldassare, Mark (1998). When Government Fails: The Orange County Bankruptcy[image: External link]. Public Policy Institute of California[image: External link]/University of California Press[image: External link]. pp. 67–68. ISBN[image: External link]  0-520-21486-2[image: External link]. LCCN  97032806[image: External link].


	
217. ^ Janiskee, Brian P.; Masugi, Ken (2011). Democracy in California: Politics and Government in the Golden State[image: External link] (3rd ed.). Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. p. 105. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-4422-0338-9[image: External link]. LCCN  2011007585[image: External link].


	
218. ^ Baldassare 1998, p. 50.


	
219. ^ a b Individual State Descriptions: 2007[image: External link] (PDF), 2007 Census of Governments, United States Census Bureau[image: External link], November 2012, pp. 25–26


	
220. ^ Mizany, Kimia; Manatt, April. What's So Special About Special Districts? A Citizen's Guide to Special Districts in California[image: External link] (PDF) (3 ed.). California Senate Local Government Committee.


	
221. ^ "pdf Report of Registration as of January 5, 2016 Registration by County"[image: External link]. Retrieved December 28, 2016.


	
222. ^ Leip, David. "Presidential General Election Results Comparison – California"[image: External link]. US Election Atlas. Retrieved November 22, 2016.


	
223. ^ "California Is A Political Trendsetter"[image: External link]. CBS News. October 30, 2006. Retrieved February 22, 2011.


	
224. ^ "Study Ranks America's Most Liberal and Conservative Cities"[image: External link]. Bay Area Center for Voting Research. August 16, 2005. Retrieved February 20, 2011.


	
225. ^ a b c "Voter Registration by County"[image: External link] (PDF). Elections. California Secretary of State. October 22, 2012. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on January 17, 2013. Retrieved January 12, 2013.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Works cited





	Cohen, Saul Bernard (2003). Geopolitics of the World System[image: External link]. Rowman & Littlefield. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8476-9907-0[image: External link].

	Starr, Kevin[image: External link] (2007). California: A History. Modern Library Chronicles. 23. Random House Digital, Inc. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8129-7753-0[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	Chartkoff, Joseph L.; Chartkoff, Kerry Kona (1984). The archaeology of California. Stanford: Stanford University Press[image: External link]. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8047-1157-7[image: External link]. OCLC[image: External link]  11351549[image: External link].

	Fagan, Brian (2003). Before California: An archaeologist looks at our earliest inhabitants. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers[image: External link]. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7425-2794-8[image: External link]. OCLC[image: External link]  226025645[image: External link].

	Hart, James D. (1978). A Companion to California. New York, NY: Oxford University Press[image: External link]. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-502400-1[image: External link].

	Matthews, Glenna. The Golden State in the Civil War: Thomas Starr King, the Republican Party, and the Birth of Modern California. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012.

	Moratto, Michael J.; Fredrickson, David A. (1984). California archaeology. Orlando: Academic Press[image: External link]. ISBN[image: External link]  0-12-506182-X[image: External link]. OCLC[image: External link]  228668979[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





Find more aboutCaliforniaat Wikipedia's sister projects[image: External link]



	Definitions[image: External link] from Wiktionary

	Media[image: External link] from Commons

	News[image: External link] from Wikinews

	Quotations[image: External link] from Wikiquote

	Texts[image: External link] from Wikisource

	Textbooks[image: External link] from Wikibooks

	Travel guide[image: External link] from Wikivoyage

	Learning resources[image: External link] from Wikiversity






	State of California[image: External link]

	California State Guide, from the Library of Congress[image: External link]

	Geographic data related to California[image: External link] at OpenStreetMap[image: External link]


	data.ca.gov: open data portal from California state agencies[image: External link]

	California State Facts from USDA[image: External link]

	California Drought: Farm and Food Impacts from USDA, Economic Research Service[image: External link]

	
California[image: External link] at DMOZ[image: External link]


	1973 documentary featuring aerial views of the California coastline from Mt. Shasta to Los Angeles[image: External link]

	Time-Lapse Tilt-Shift Portrait of California by Ryan and Sheri Killackey[image: External link]





	Preceded by

Wisconsin[image: External link]

	
List of U.S. states by date of statehood[image: External link]

Admitted on September 9, 1850 (31st)
	Succeeded by

Minnesota[image: External link]





Coordinates[image: External link]: 37°N 120°W[image: External link]



Categories[image: External link]:

	California[image: External link]

	States and territories established in 1850[image: External link]

	States of the United States[image: External link]

	States of the West Coast of the United States[image: External link]

	1850 establishments in California[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 14 June 2017, at 18:15.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article California: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=California [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Acting career

	3 Other ventures

	4 Personal life

	5 Awards and nominations

	6 Selected filmography

	7 Musical recording discography

	8 See also

	9 Notes

	10 References

	11 External links





Johnny Depp






John Christopher Depp II (born June 9, 1963)[1] is an American actor, producer, and musician. He has won the Golden Globe Award[image: External link] and Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] for Best Actor. He rose to prominence on the 1980s television series 21 Jump Street[image: External link], becoming a teen idol[image: External link].

Depp has taken on the task of challenging himself to portray "larger-than-life" roles, starting with a supporting role in Oliver Stone[image: External link]'s Vietnam War film Platoon[image: External link] in 1986, then playing the title character in the romantic dark fantasy Edward Scissorhands[image: External link] (1990). He later found box office success in the fantasy adventure film Sleepy Hollow[image: External link] (1999), the fantasy swashbuckler film Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl[image: External link] (2003) and its sequels[image: External link], the fantasy film Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link] (2005), the fantasy film Alice in Wonderland[image: External link] (2010) and voicing the title character in the animated action comedy western Rango[image: External link] (2011). He has collaborated on nine films with director, producer and friend Tim Burton[image: External link].

Depp is regarded as one of the world's biggest film stars.[2][3] He has gained worldwide critical acclaim for his portrayals of such people as screenwriter-director Ed Wood[image: External link] in Ed Wood[image: External link], undercover FBI agent Joseph D. Pistone[image: External link] in Donnie Brasco[image: External link], "gonzo" journalist Raoul Duke[image: External link] in Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas[image: External link], cocaine kingpin George Jung[image: External link] in Blow[image: External link], author J. M. Barrie[image: External link] in Finding Neverland[image: External link], the Depression-era[image: External link] outlaw John Dillinger[image: External link] in Michael Mann[image: External link]'s Public Enemies[image: External link], and the Boston gangster Whitey Bulger[image: External link] in Black Mass[image: External link]. Films featuring Depp have grossed[image: External link] over $3.2 billion at the United States box office and over $8 billion worldwide.[4] His most commercially successful films are the Pirates of the Caribbean films, which have grossed $3 billion, Alice in Wonderland, which grossed $1 billion, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, which grossed $474 million, and The Tourist[image: External link], which grossed $278 million.[5][6][7]

Depp has been nominated for major acting awards, including three nominations for Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link].[8] Depp won the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] for Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link] and the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] for The Curse of the Black Pearl. He has been listed in the 2012 Guinness World Records[image: External link] as the highest paid actor, with earnings of $75 million.[9] Depp was inducted as a Disney Legend[image: External link] in 2015.[10]



TOP
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 Early life




Depp was born in Owensboro, Kentucky[image: External link],[11][12] the youngest of four children of Betty Sue Palmer (née Wells; 1935–2016),[13] a waitress, and John Christopher Depp (born 1938), a civil engineer.[14][15] Depp is of mostly English ancestry, with some ancestors from elsewhere in Europe. He is descended from a French Huguenot[image: External link] immigrant, Pierre Deppe or Dieppe, who settled in Virginia[image: External link] around 1700.[16] He is also of 3/2048 African descent, as he descends twice over from an African slave whose biracial daughter, Elizabeth Key Grinstead[image: External link], was the first woman of Sub-Saharan African[image: External link] ancestry in North America to sue for her freedom from slavery and win (in 1655).[17] Depp is a 20th cousin of Elizabeth II[image: External link].[18]

Depp moved frequently during his childhood. He and his siblings lived in more than 20 different places, eventually settling in Miramar, Florida[image: External link] in 1970.[19] Depp's parents divorced in 1978 when he was 15.[19][20] His mother married Robert Palmer (died 2000), whom Depp has called "an inspiration to me".[21]

With the gift of a guitar from his mother when he was 12, Depp began playing in various garage bands[image: External link].[19] A year after his parents' divorce, he dropped out of high school to become a rock musician.[19] He attempted to go back to school two weeks later, but the principal told him to follow his dream of being a musician.[19] He played with The Kids, a band that enjoyed modest local success. The Kids set out together for Los Angeles in pursuit of a record deal, changing their name to Six Gun Method, but the group split up before signing a record deal. Depp subsequently collaborated with the band Rock City Angels[image: External link][22] and co-wrote their song "Mary", which appeared on Rock City Angels' debut Geffen Records[image: External link] album Young Man's Blues.[23]

On December 20, 1983, Depp married Lori Anne Allison,[12] the sister of his band's bass player and singer. During their marriage she worked as a makeup artist while he worked a variety of odd jobs, including a telemarketer[image: External link] for pens. His wife introduced him to actor Nicolas Cage, who advised him to pursue an acting career.[19] Depp and his wife divorced in 1985. In 2015, Depp married Amber Heard but divorced in 2017. [12]
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 Early film roles and 21 Jump Street (1984–1993)




Depp's first film role was in the horror film A Nightmare on Elm Street[image: External link] (1984), in which he played the boyfriend of heroine Nancy Thompson[image: External link] (Heather Langenkamp[image: External link]) and one of Freddy Krueger[image: External link]'s victims.[19] After a starring role in the comedy Private Resort[image: External link] (1985), Depp was cast in the lead role of the skating drama Thrashin'[image: External link] (1986) by the film's director, but the decision was later overridden by its producer.[24][25] Instead, Depp appeared in a minor supporting role as a Vietnamese[image: External link]-speaking private in Oliver Stone[image: External link]'s Vietnam War[image: External link] drama Platoon[image: External link] (1986).

Depp became a popular teen idol[image: External link] during the late 1980s, when he starred as a police officer who goes on an undercover operation in a high school in the Fox[image: External link] television series 21 Jump Street[image: External link], which premiered in 1987.[19] He accepted this role to work with actor Frederic Forrest[image: External link], who inspired him. Despite his success, Depp felt that the series "forced [him] into the role of product."[26] He subsequently decided to appear only in films that he felt were right for him.[26]

Depp's first film release in 1990 was John Waters[image: External link]' Cry-Baby[image: External link], a musical comedy set in the 1950s. Although it was not a box office success upon its initial release, over the years it has gained a cult classic[image: External link] status. Depp's second 1990 film was Tim Burton[image: External link]'s film Edward Scissorhands[image: External link], in which he played the title character opposite Dianne Wiest[image: External link] and Winona Ryder[image: External link]. It was a critical and commercial success that established him as a leading Hollywood actor[citation needed[image: External link]] and began his long association with Burton. Producer Scott Rudin[image: External link] has stated that "basically Johnny Depp is playing Tim Burton in all his movies";[27] although Burton disapproved of the comment, Depp agrees with it. In his introduction to Burton on Burton, a book of interviews with the director, Depp called Burton "... a brother, a friend, ... and [a] brave soul".[28]

Depp had no film releases in the following two years, with the exception of a brief cameo in Freddy's Dead: The Final Nightmare[image: External link] (1991), the sixth installment in the A Nightmare of Elm Street[image: External link] franchise. He appeared in three films in 1993. In the romantic comedy Benny and Joon[image: External link], he played an eccentric and illiterate silent film fan who befriends a mentally ill woman and her brother; it became a sleeper hit[image: External link]. He then starred alongside Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link] and Juliette Lewis[image: External link] in Lasse Hallström[image: External link]'s What's Eating Gilbert Grape[image: External link], a drama about a dysfunctional family. In his review of the film, Todd McCarthy of Variety said that "Depp manages to command center screen with a greatly affable, appealing characterization."[29] Depp's final 1993 release was Emir Kusturica[image: External link]'s surrealist[image: External link] comedy-drama Arizona Dream[image: External link], which opened to positive reviews.
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 1994–2002




In 1994, Depp reunited with director Tim Burton, playing the title role in Ed Wood[image: External link], a biographical film about one of history's most inept film directors. Depp later stated that he was at the time depressed about films and filmmaking, but that "within 10 minutes of hearing about the project, I was committed."[30] He found that the role gave him a "chance to stretch out and have some fun" and that working with Martin Landau[image: External link], who played Bela Lugosi[image: External link], "rejuvenated my love for acting".[30] Ed Wood received critical acclaim, with Janet Maslin[image: External link] of The New York Times writing that Depp had "proved himself as an established, certified great actor" and "captured all the can-do optimism that kept Ed Wood going, thanks to an extremely funny ability to look at the silver lining of any cloud."[31] Depp was nominated for Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] for his performance.

The following year, Depp starred in three films. He played opposite Marlon Brando[image: External link] in the box-office hit Don Juan DeMarco[image: External link], as a man who believes he is Don Juan[image: External link], the world's greatest lover. He then starred in Jim Jarmusch[image: External link]'s Dead Man[image: External link], a Western[image: External link] shot entirely in black-and-white[image: External link]; it was not a commercial success and had mixed critical reviews. Depp's final film of the year was in the financial and critical failure Nick of Time[image: External link], a thriller in which he played an accountant who is told to kill a politician to save his kidnapped daughter.

In 1997, Depp starred alongside Al Pacino[image: External link] in the crime drama Donnie Brasco[image: External link], directed by Mike Newell[image: External link]. He portrayed Joseph D. Pistone[image: External link], an undercover FBI Agent who assumes the name 'Donnie Brasco' in order to infiltrate the mafia[image: External link] in New York City. To prepare for the role, Depp spent time with the real-life Joe Pistone, on whose memoirs the film was based. Donnie Brasco was a commercial and critical success, and is considered to contain one of Depp's finest performances.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1997, Depp also debuted as a director and screenwriter with The Brave[image: External link]. He starred in it as a poor Native American man, who accepts a proposal from a wealthy man, played by Marlon Brando, to appear in a snuff film[image: External link] in exchange for money for his family.

Depp was a fan and friend of writer Hunter S. Thompson, and played his alter ego Raoul Duke[image: External link] in Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas[image: External link] (1998), Terry Gilliam[image: External link]'s film adaptation of Thompson's pseudobiographical novel of the same name[image: External link].[a]

Depp's next venture with Burton was the period film Sleepy Hollow[image: External link] (1999), in which he played Ichabod Crane[image: External link] opposite Christina Ricci[image: External link] and Christopher Walken[image: External link]. For his performance, Depp took inspiration from Angela Lansbury[image: External link], Roddy McDowall[image: External link] and Basil Rathbone[image: External link].[27] He stated that he "always thought of Ichabod as a very delicate, fragile person who was maybe a little too in touch with his feminine side, like a frightened little girl."[34]
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 2003–present




Depp has generally chosen roles which he found interesting, rather than those he thought would succeed at the box office.[35] Critics[ who?[image: External link]] have often described Depp's characters as "iconic loners".[35] Depp has referred to some of his less-successful films as "studio-defined failures" and "box office poison",[36] and said that he thought the studios neither understood the films nor did a good job of marketing them.[35]

In 2003, Depp starred in the Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link] adventure film Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl[image: External link], which was a major box office success.[35] He earned widespread acclaim for his comic performance as pirate Captain Jack Sparrow[image: External link], and received a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]. Depp has said that Sparrow is "definitely a big part of me",[37] and that he modeled the character after The Rolling Stones[image: External link] guitarist Keith Richards[image: External link][38] and cartoon skunk Pepé Le Pew[image: External link].[39] Studio executives had at first been ambivalent about Depp's portrayal,[40] but the character became popular with audiences.[35] According to a survey taken by Fandango[image: External link], Depp was a major draw for audiences.[41]

Depp was again nominated for the Best Actor Academy Award for his performance as Scottish author J. M. Barrie[image: External link] in the film Finding Neverland[image: External link] (2004). The following year he starred as Willy Wonka[image: External link] in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link], which reunited him with director Tim Burton, with whom he had not collaborated since Sleepy Hollow. The film was a box office success and had a positive critical reception,[42][43] with Depp being nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link].[38][44] Chocolate Factory was followed by another Burton project, stop-motion animation Corpse Bride[image: External link] (2005), in which Depp voiced the character Victor Van Dort.[45]

Depp reprised the role of Jack Sparrow in the Pirates sequels Dead Man's Chest[image: External link] (2006) and At World's End[image: External link] (2007), both of which were major box office successes.[46] He also voiced the character in the video game Pirates of the Caribbean: The Legend of Jack Sparrow[image: External link].[47] In 2007, Depp also collaborated with Burton for their sixth film together, this time playing murderous barber Sweeney Todd[image: External link] in the musical Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link] (2007). Burton had first given him an original cast recording of the 1979 stage musical[image: External link] in 2000, and although not a fan of the musical genre, Depp had grown to like the tale's treatment. He cited Peter Lorre[image: External link] in Mad Love[image: External link] (1935) as his main influence for the role.[48] Although he had performed in musical groups, Depp was initially unsure that he would be able to perform the role, which required him to sing. He recorded demos[image: External link] and worked with Bruce Witkin to shape his vocals without a qualified voice coach. In the DVD Reviews section, Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]'s Chris Nashawaty gave the film an A minus, stating, "Depp's soaring voice makes you wonder what other tricks he's been hiding ... Watching Depp's barber wield his razors ... it's hard not to be reminded of Edward Scissorhands frantically shaping hedges into animal topiaries 18 years ago ... and all of the twisted beauty we would've missed out on had [Burton and Depp] never met."[49] Depp won the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] for the role, and was nominated for the third time for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link].

In director Terry Gilliam's 2009 film The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus[image: External link], Depp, Jude Law[image: External link], and Colin Farrell[image: External link] each played the character initially portrayed by their friend Heath Ledger[image: External link], who died before the film was completed. All three actors gave their salaries to Ledger's daughter Matilda.[50] The next Depp-Burton collaboration was Alice in Wonderland[image: External link] (2010), in which he played the Mad Hatter[image: External link] alongside Helena Bonham Carter[image: External link], Anne Hathaway[image: External link] and Alan Rickman[image: External link]. The following year saw the release of the fourth installment in the Pirates series, On Stranger Tides[image: External link] (2011), which was again a box office success.[46] Depp also voiced the title character, a lizard, in the animated film Rango[image: External link] (2011),[51] and returned to Hunter S. Thompson's work with a film adaptation of the novel The Rum Diary[image: External link], which also became the first project undertaken by his production company, Infinitum Nihil.[52]

Depp next starred in the Burton-directed Dark Shadows[image: External link] (2012) alongside fellow Tim Burton regular Helena Bonham Carter, as well as Michelle Pfeiffer[image: External link] and Eva Green[image: External link].[53] The film was based on a gothic soap opera of the same name[image: External link], which had aired in 1966–1971 and had been one of his favorites as a child. Depp and Graham King[image: External link] produced the film with David Kennedy.[54] In 2012, Depp and his 21 Jump Street co-stars Peter DeLuise[image: External link] and Holly Robinson[image: External link] briefly reprised their roles in cameo appearances in the series' 2012 feature film adaptation[image: External link], which featured a much more comedic tone than the series.[55]

Depp starred as Tonto[image: External link] in The Lone Ranger[image: External link] (2013), opposite Armie Hammer[image: External link] as the title character.[56] He appeared in a minor supporting role as The Wolf[image: External link] in film adaptation[image: External link] of the musical Into the Woods[image: External link] in 2014.[57][58][59] Depp played convicted Boston[image: External link] crime boss Whitey Bulger[image: External link] in director Scott Cooper[image: External link]'s Black Mass[image: External link] (2015), which earned him his third nomination for the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link].[60]

In 2016, Depp played businessman and United States presidential candidate Donald Trump[image: External link] in a Funny or Die[image: External link] satire film entitled Donald Trump's The Art of the Deal: The Movie[image: External link]. He earned praise for the role, with a headline from The A.V. Club[image: External link] declaring "Who knew Donald Trump was the comeback role Johnny Depp needed?"[61] The same year, Depp reprised the role of the Mad Hatter in Alice Through the Looking Glass[image: External link], the sequel to Alice in Wonderland, which was released in May.[62][63]

In October 2016, Depp was cast in the film Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link], and rumors immediately began to circulate who he would play. Later that month it was revealed that he had been cast to play Gellert Grindelwald[image: External link], and will play a major role in the sequels. The character is a former close friend to Albus Dumbledore[image: External link] in their youth, and an extremely dangerous dark wizard; second only to Tom Riddle / Lord Voldemort[image: External link]. Depp made a cameo in the first film, marking his first on-screen appearance as Grindelwald.[64]

Depp repriseed his role as Captain Jack Sparrow[image: External link] in the 2017 sequel Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales[image: External link],[65] the fifth film in the series, directed by Joachim Rønning[image: External link] and Espen Sandberg[image: External link], and co-starring Javier Bardem[image: External link] (as Captain Salazar[image: External link]), Geoffrey Rush[image: External link], Brenton Thwaites[image: External link], Kaya Scodelario[image: External link], and Orlando Bloom[image: External link] (returning as Will Turner[image: External link]).
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 Future roles




Depp had a cameo appearance in the 2014 production London Fields, which remains unreleased.[66]

Depp stated in a BBC radio[image: External link] interview on July 29, 2013 that he hopes to be involved with "quieter things" at some point in the near future, implying that he will retire from acting. Depp explained in further detail during the interview: "I wouldn't say I'm dropping out any second, but I would say it's probably not too far away. When you add up the amount of dialogue that you say per year and you realise that you've said written words more than you've had a chance to say your own words, you start thinking about that as an insane option for a human being."[67]

In February 2016, it was announced that he was cast as Dr. Jack Griffin / The Invisible Man[image: External link] in Universal Studios[image: External link]' upcoming shared film universe entitled The Dark Universe, a rebooted version of their classic Universal Monsters franchise[image: External link]. Depp will portray the character throughout the series' installments, as well as in the as-of-yet Untitled Invisible Man film. It is intended to be a reboot of The Invisible Man[image: External link], with Ed Solomon[image: External link], Alex Kurtzman[image: External link] and Chris Morgan[image: External link] attached as screenwriter, and co-producers, respectively.[68]

Depp joined the cast of Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link] in September 2016.[69] He will play Edward Ratchett.[70] The principal photography began in November 2016, in the United Kingdom.[71] The film is an adaptation based on the classic novel[image: External link] of the same name by Agatha Christie[image: External link]. Kenneth Branagh[image: External link] is directing, and also performing as the detective Hercule Poirot[image: External link].[72][73][74]

In December 2016 Depp began filming of LAbyrinth[image: External link], directed by Brad Furman[image: External link]. The script by Christian Contreras is an adaptation of the journalistic account LAbyrinth: A Detective Investigates the Murders of Tupac Shakur and Notorious B.I.G., the Implication of Death Row Records' Suge Knight, and the Origins of the Los Angeles Police Scandal, written by Randall Sullivan.[75][76] Depp will play Russell Poole[image: External link], a detective from the LAPD, who has as an ally Forest Whitaker[image: External link] as "Jack" Jackson, an investigative journalist to solve the case involving the murders of rappers Tupac Shakur[image: External link] and The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link]

Depp voiced the title character Sherlock Gnomes in the animated movie Gnomeo & Juliet: Sherlock Gnomes[image: External link], the sequel to Gnomeo & Juliet[image: External link], directed by John Stevenson[image: External link]. Returning are James McAvoy[image: External link] as Gnomeo, Emily Blunt[image: External link] as Juliet, as well as screenwriters Andy Riley[image: External link] and Kevin Cecil[image: External link], and Elton John[image: External link], who composed original songs for the movie. In the plot, garden gnomes begin to disappear from the suburbs of England. Gnomeo and Juliet look to the "greatest ornamental detective," Sherlock Gnomes to help investigate the mystery. The release date is scheduled on January 12, 2018.[77][78]

Depp in November 2016 teamed with David Lynch[image: External link], JK Simmons[image: External link], Laura Dern[image: External link], Penelope Ann Miller[image: External link], Chad Coleman[image: External link], Richard Chamberlain[image: External link], Catherine Hardwicke[image: External link], Theodore Melfi[image: External link], Sam Raimi[image: External link], Peter Farrelly[image: External link], and the non-profit Make A Film Foundation[image: External link] for a volunteer project The Black Ghiandola, a short film written by Anthony Conti. The movie is "a story about a young man risking his life to save a young girl he has grown to love, after his family has been killed in the Apocalyptic world of Zombies."[79][80] The film was released on March 22, 2017.

Depp will return as Gellert Grindelwald[image: External link] in Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them 2. Filming will start in August 2017, with locations in the UK and Paris. David Yates[image: External link] will be directing the movie from a script by J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film is a sequel of Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them[image: External link]. It is set for release in November 16, 2018.[81]

By March 27, 2017, Depp was cast to portray antivirus software[image: External link] developer John McAfee[image: External link] in a forthcoming film titled King of the Jungle.[82] Glenn Ficarra[image: External link] and John Requa[image: External link] will direct the film, while Scott Alexander and Larry Karaszewski[image: External link] will write the script.
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In 2004, Depp formed his production company Infinitum Nihil[image: External link] to develop projects where he will serve as actor or producer. Depp is the founder and CEO, while his sister, Christi Dembrowski, serves as president.[citation needed[image: External link]] The company's first production came in 2011 with The Rum Diary, adapted from the novel of the same name[image: External link] by Hunter S. Thompson. The film is written and directed by Bruce Robinson[image: External link]. Also in 2011, Hugo[image: External link], directed by Martin Scorsese[image: External link], was released.[83] Dark Shadows[image: External link], directed by Tim Burton[image: External link], was released in 2012.[84]
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 Music




Depp played slide guitar[image: External link] on the Oasis[image: External link] song "Fade In-Out" (from Be Here Now[image: External link], 1997), as well as on "Fade Away (Warchild Version)" (B-side of the "Don't Go Away[image: External link]" single). He also played acoustic guitar in the film Chocolat[image: External link] and on the soundtrack to Once Upon a Time in Mexico[image: External link]. He is a friend of The Pogues[image: External link]' Shane MacGowan[image: External link], and performed on MacGowan's first solo album. He was also a member of P[image: External link], a group featuring Butthole Surfers[image: External link] singer Gibby Haynes[image: External link], Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] bassist Flea[image: External link] and Sex Pistols[image: External link] guitarist Steve Jones[image: External link]. He has appeared in Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers[image: External link]' music video "Into the Great Wide Open[image: External link]" and The Lemonheads[image: External link]' "It's a Shame About Ray[image: External link]" music video. He made a cameo as the Mad Hatter[image: External link] in the music video for Avril Lavigne[image: External link]'s " Alice[image: External link]" in 2010. He performed lead guitar and drums for a cover of Carly Simon[image: External link]'s "You're So Vain[image: External link]", which appeared as a bonus track on Marilyn Manson[image: External link]'s 2012 album Born Villain[image: External link],[85][86] also performing live with Marilyn Manson[image: External link] at the Revolver Golden Gods Awards 2012, performing several songs with Manson.[87] He also appeared in the music video of "My Valentine" from the album Kisses on the Bottom[image: External link] by Paul McCartney[image: External link] released in February 2012, along with Natalie Portman[image: External link].[88]

Depp traded licks with Joe Perry[image: External link] on "The Brooklyn Shuffle", a song from Steve Hunter[image: External link] and The Manhattan Blues Project[image: External link], which was scheduled for release on April 30, 2013.[89] In 2014, Depp played electric guitar on the "Kansas City" track of Lost on the River[image: External link], the Bob Dylan[image: External link] lyrics collaboration album by The New Basement Tapes[image: External link]. He filled in for Elvis Costello[image: External link], who could not attend a recording session because of a previously scheduled concert with The Roots[image: External link] in Las Vegas.[90]

In 2015, Depp formed a supergroup[image: External link] with Alice Cooper and Joe Perry called Hollywood Vampires[image: External link]. They released their self-titled debut studio album on September 11 featuring eleven classic rock covers[image: External link], two new songs (written primarily by Depp), and a narrative introduction by the late Christopher Lee[image: External link].[91] Depp appeared onstage playing guitar with the group, performing live dates at L.A.'s Roxy Theatre[image: External link] and at Brazil's Rock in Rio[image: External link] festival in September. Depp has performed at London's 100 Club[image: External link] with Alice Cooper[image: External link], where they played "I'm Eighteen[image: External link]" and "School's Out[image: External link]".[92]
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 Winemaker and restaurateur




Depp and Paradis grew grapes and had wine making facilities in their vineyard in Plan-de-la-Tour[image: External link] north of Saint-Tropez[image: External link].[93] Along with Sean Penn[image: External link], John Malkovich[image: External link] and Mick Hucknall[image: External link], Depp co-owned the French restaurant-bar Man Ray[image: External link], located near the Champs-Élysées[image: External link] in Paris.[94]
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 Editing




In July 2012, Depp announced he would be co-editor, alongside Douglas Brinkley[image: External link], of folk singer Woody Guthrie[image: External link]'s unpublished novel House of Earth.[95] The book was published in 2013.[96]
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Depp married makeup artist Lori Anne Allison from December 20, 1983; they divorced in 1985.[12] He was later successively engaged to actresses Jennifer Grey[image: External link][12] and Sherilyn Fenn[image: External link][12] in the late 1980s before proposing in 1990 to his Edward Scissorhands[image: External link] co-star Winona Ryder[image: External link],[12] for whom he tattooed "WINONA FOREVER" on his right arm.[97] From 1994 until 1998, he was in a relationship with English supermodel Kate Moss[image: External link].

Following his breakup from Moss, Depp began a relationship with French actor and singer Vanessa Paradis[image: External link], whom he met while filming The Ninth Gate[image: External link] in France in 1998.[98] They have two children, daughter Lily-Rose Melody Depp[image: External link] (born 1999), and son John "Jack" Christopher Depp III (born 2002).[99] Depp stated that having children has given him "real foundation, a real strong place to stand in life, in work, in everything ... You can't plan the kind of deep love that results in children. Fatherhood was not a conscious decision. It was part of the wonderful ride I was on. It was destiny. All the math finally worked."[37] In 2007, Depp's daughter was hospitalized at the Great Ormond Street Hospital[image: External link] in London due to a serious E. coli[image: External link] infection, which resulted in temporary kidney failure.[100] To show his gratitude for her recovery, Depp visited the hospital in November 2007, dressed in his Captain Jack Sparrow outfit, and spent four hours reading stories to the children. He also donated £1 million to the hospital the following year.[101] Depp and Paradis announced their separation in June 2012.[102]

Depp subsequently began dating actor and model Amber Heard, whom he had met on the set of The Rum Diary in 2011.[103][104] They were married in a private civil ceremony at their home in Los Angeles in February 2015.[104] Heard filed for divorce on May 23, 2016,[105][106] and five days later filed for and obtained a temporary restraining order against Depp, stating in her court declaration that "during the entirety of our relationship, Johnny has been verbally and physically abusive to me".[104][107] She stated that the latest incident of violence had taken place on May 21, and provided statements by two witnesses—her and Depp's mutual friend iO Tillett Wright[image: External link] and neighbor Raquel Pennington—and photographs of her battered face as evidence.[104][108][109] Wright had called the LAPD[image: External link] during the incident,[110] but Heard stated to them that it was a "verbal dispute only", and the Capt. Don Graham, who oversees the LAPD's Central Division told that the officers saw "no evidence of a crime at that time".[107][110][111]

In response, Depp's lawyers said that Heard was "attempting to secure a premature financial resolution by alleging abuse".[107][112] On May 31, Heard gave a statement to the LAPD on the incident on May 21; her lawyers said that she had initially been reluctant to involve law enforcement in the case "stemmed from a wish to protect her own privacy and Depp's career", but "Johnny's team has forced Amber to give a statement to the LAPD to set the record straight as to the true facts, as she cannot continue to leave herself open to the vicious false and malicious allegations that have infected the media."[113] The following day, People published images of Heard's injuries from an alleged earlier incident of domestic violence,[107] and on June 4, Wright published an essay on Refinery29, in which she wrote about witnessing evidence of abuse throughout the marriage, and criticized the media for victim-blaming[image: External link] Heard when she decided to go public about it.[110] Later that month, Heard sued Depp's friend, comedian Doug Stanhope[image: External link] for defamation after he wrote in a column for TheWrap[image: External link] that she was blackmailing Depp, and withdrew her initial request for spousal support.[107][114]

A settlement was reached in the divorce case on August 16, 2016, with Heard to receive US$7 million and dismiss the restraining order against Depp.[115] She also dropped her lawsuit against Stanhope,[116] and issued a joint statement with Depp, which said that their "relationship was intensely passionate and at times volatile, but always bound by love. Neither party has made false accusations for financial gain. There was never any intent of physical or emotional harm."[115] Heard stated that she would donate the entire proceeds from the divorce to the American Civil Liberties Union and the Children's Hospital Los Angeles.[115] In December 2016, she filed a Request for Order at the Los Angeles Superior Court[image: External link], as Depp had failed to fulfill the requirements of the settlement.[117] Depp's attorney filed papers disputing this.[118] The divorce was finalized on January 13, 2017.[119]
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 Legal problems




Depp was arrested in Vancouver[image: External link] in 1989 for assaulting a security guard after the police were called to end a loud party at his hotel room.[120] He was also arrested in New York City in 1994 after causing significant damage to his room at The Mark[image: External link] hotel, where he was staying with Moss. The charges were dropped against him after he agreed to pay $9,767 in damages.[121] Depp was arrested again in 1999 for brawling with paparazzi outside a restaurant while dining in London with Paradis.[122]

In 2012, disabled UC Irvine[image: External link] medical professor Robin Eckert sued Depp and three security firms, claiming to have been attacked by his bodyguards at a concert in Los Angeles in 2011. During the incident, she was allegedly hand-cuffed and dragged 40 feet across the floor, resulting in injuries including a dislocated elbow.[123] She argued in court that as the security guards' direct manager, Depp failed to intervene, even though he did not actively take part in the battery.[124] In October 2012, it was decided that Eckert could seek compensation and punitive damages from Depp, with a trial date set for August 12, 2013.[123] Depp ultimately settled with Eckert for an undisclosed sum.[125]

In April 2015, Heard and Depp breached Australia's strict biosecurity laws when they failed to declare their two Yorkshire Terriers to the Australian Customs Service when they flew by private jet into Queensland, where he was working on the fifth Pirates installment.[126] Australian quarantine[image: External link] regulations, which are aimed at keeping rabies[image: External link] out of the country, require dogs from outside the country be quarantined a minimum of ten days.[127] Heard was charged with two counts of illegally importing the dogs into the country and one count of producing a false document.[128] Shortly afterwards, Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce[image: External link] said: "If we start letting movie stars even though they've been the 'sexiest man alive' twice to come into our nation, then why don't we just break the laws for everybody? It's time that Pistol and Boo [the dogs] buggered off back to the United States."[129] In September 2015, when promoting his film Black Mass at a press conference for its world premiere in Venice[image: External link], Depp joked that he "killed his dogs and ate them ... under direct orders from some kind of sweaty big-gutted man from Australia".[130]

In April 2016, Heard appeared in the Southport Magistrates Court and pleaded guilty to falsifying quarantine documents, stating that she was sleep deprived and made a mistake.[131] The two biosecurity charges were dropped, and she was placed on a one-month good behaviour bond[image: External link], paying a $1,000 fine for producing a false document.[132][133] Heard and Depp also released a video in which they apologized for their behavior and urged people to adhere to the biosecurity laws.[132] The Guardian called the case the "highest profile criminal quarantine case" in Australian history.[132]

In March 2016, Depp cut ties with his management company The Management Group and accused them of improperly managing his money.[134] The Management Group later sued Depp for unpaid fees and countersued him for damages alleging that Depp was responsible for his own fiscal mismanagement.[135] Depp filed new papers, including receipts from America's Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to have the countersuit dismissed.[136]
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 Political and religious views




Depp stated to the German magazine Stern[image: External link] in 2003 that "America is dumb, is something like a dumb puppy that has big teeth—that can bite and hurt you, aggressive."[137] Although he later asserted that the magazine misquoted him and his words were taken out of context, Stern stood by its story, as did CNN.com in its coverage of the interview. CNN added his remark that he would like his children "to see America as a toy, a broken toy. Investigate it a little, check it out, get this feeling and then get out."[138] The July 17, 2006 edition of Newsweek reprinted the "dumb puppy" quotation, verbatim, in the context of a Letter to the Magazine. Depp has also disagreed with subsequent media reports that perceived him as a "European wannabe", saying that he liked the anonymity of living in France while in a relationship with Paradis and his simpler life there.[137] Depp became a U.S. resident again in 2011, because France wanted him to become a permanent resident, which he said would require him to pay income tax in both countries.[139]

On the October 16, 2011 episode of Larry King Live[image: External link], when asked if he had faith, Depp replied, "Yes. I have faith in my kids. And I have—I have faith, you know, that as long as you keep moving forward, just keep walking forward, things will be all right, I suppose, you know. Faith in terms of religion, I don't—religion is not my specialty, you know."[140]
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 Claims of Native American ancestry and Comanche adoption




In interviews in 2002 and 2011, Depp stated that he "guesses" he has Native American[image: External link] ancestry,[141][142] and that his "great-grandmother was quite a bit of Native American, she grew up Cherokee[image: External link] or maybe Creek Indian[image: External link]."[142] He has cited as evidence for his ancestry family stories and Kentucky lore among non-Natives, rather than any genetic testing or third-party genealogical research.[143] Depp's claims came under question when Indian Country Today Media Network[image: External link] stated that Depp has never inquired about his heritage nor does the Cherokee Nation[image: External link] recognize him as a member.[144] This has led to criticism from the Native community, including of his choice to portray Tonto, a Native American character, in The Lone Ranger (2013).[144][145][146][147][148] Critical response to his claims from the Native community also included satirical portrayals of Depp by Native comedians.[146][147][148]

Depp was adopted as an honorary son by LaDonna Harris[image: External link], a member of the Comanche Nation[image: External link], on May 22, 2012, making him an honorary member of Harris' family, but not a member of the tribe.[149]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Johnny Depp[image: External link]
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Main article: Johnny Depp filmography[image: External link]




	
A Nightmare on Elm Street[image: External link] (1984)

	
Platoon[image: External link] (1986)

	
Cry-Baby[image: External link] (1990)

	
Edward Scissorhands[image: External link] (1990)

	
Benny & Joon[image: External link] (1993)

	
What's Eating Gilbert Grape[image: External link] (1993)

	
Ed Wood[image: External link] (1994)

	
Dead Man[image: External link] (1995)

	
Don Juan DeMarco[image: External link] (1995)

	
Donnie Brasco[image: External link] (1997)

	
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas[image: External link] (1998)

	
The Ninth Gate[image: External link] (1999)

	
Sleepy Hollow[image: External link] (1999)

	
The Astronaut's Wife[image: External link] (1999)

	
Before Night Falls[image: External link] (2000)

	
Chocolat[image: External link] (2000)

	
Blow[image: External link] (2001)

	
From Hell[image: External link] (2001)

	
Once Upon a Time in Mexico[image: External link] (2003)

	
Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl[image: External link] (2003)

	
Secret Window[image: External link] (2004)

	
Finding Neverland[image: External link] (2004)

	
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link] (2005)

	
Corpse Bride[image: External link] (2005)

	
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest[image: External link] (2006)

	
Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End[image: External link] (2007)

	
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link] (2007)

	
Public Enemies[image: External link] (2009)

	
Alice in Wonderland[image: External link] (2010)

	
The Tourist[image: External link] (2010)

	
Rango[image: External link] (2011)

	
Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link] (2011)

	
The Rum Diary (2011)

	
Dark Shadows[image: External link] (2012)

	
The Lone Ranger[image: External link] (2013)

	
Transcendence[image: External link] (2014)

	
Into the Woods[image: External link] (2014)

	
Mortdecai[image: External link] (2015)

	
Black Mass[image: External link] (2015)

	
Yoga Hosers[image: External link] (2016)

	
Donald Trump's The Art of the Deal: The Movie[image: External link] (2016)

	
Alice Through the Looking Glass[image: External link] (2016)

	
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales[image: External link] (2017)

	
Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link] (2017)

	
LAbyrinth[image: External link] (2017)
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 Musical recording discography






	Year
	Title
	Songs



	1994
	
The Snake[image: External link]

by Shane MacGowan & The Popes[image: External link]

	"That Woman's Got Me Drinking"



	1995
	
P[image: External link]

by P[image: External link]

	Guitar, bass, & background vocals



	1997
	
Be Here Now[image: External link]

by Oasis[image: External link]

	"Fade In-Out"

"Fade Away (Warchild Version)" (B-side)



	1999
	
Avenue B[image: External link]

by Iggy Pop[image: External link]

	"Hollywood Affair" (B-side)



	2000
	
Bliss[image: External link]

by Vanessa Paradis[image: External link]

	"St. Germain" – writing credit,

"Bliss" – writing credit,

"Firmaman" – guitar




	Chocolat[image: External link]
	"Minor Swing",

"They're Red Hot",

"Caravan"



	2003
	Once Upon a Time in Mexico[image: External link]
	"Sands' Theme" – composer/producer




	2007
	Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link]
	Various[image: External link]



	2008
	
Pandemonium Ensues

by Glenn Tilbrook & The Fluffers[image: External link]

	"Too Close to the Sun"



	2010
	"I Put a Spell on You[image: External link]" (single)

by Shane MacGowan & Friends[image: External link]

	Guitar



	
Ex-Maniac[image: External link]

by Babybird[image: External link]

	"Unloveable"



	2011
	
The Rum Diary – Soundtrack

by Various

	"Kemp in the Village" – producer/composer/guitar

"Mermaid Song" – piano




	
From Gainsbourg to Lulu

by Lulu Gainsbourg

	"Ballade de Melody Nelson" – guitars, bass, drums, & duet with Vanessa Paradis[image: External link]




	
The Pleasures of Self Destruction[image: External link]

by Babybird[image: External link]

	"The Jesus Stag Night Club"



	2012
	
Aerosmith: Music from Another Dimension![image: External link]

by Aerosmith[image: External link]

	"Freedom Fighter"



	
Born Villain[image: External link]

by Marilyn Manson[image: External link]

	"You're So Vain"



	
Collective Bargaining

by Jup & Rob Jackson

	"Street Runners"



	
West of Memphis: Voices of Justice – Soundtrack[image: External link]

Various

	"Little Lion Man"

"Damien Echols Death Row Letter Year 16"



	2013
	
Son of Rogues Gallery: Pirate Ballads, Sea Songs & Chanteys[image: External link]

by Various

	"The Mermaid" by Patti Smith[image: External link] – guitar[150]




	
The Manhattan Blues Project[image: External link]

by Steve Hunter[image: External link]

	"The Brooklyn Shuffle"



	
Love Songs

by Vanessa Paradis[image: External link]

	"New Year"



	
The Lone Ranger: Wanted (Music Inspired by the Film)[image: External link]

by Various

	"Poor Paddy on the Railway" – guitar

"Sweet Betsy from Pike" – arrangement




	2014
	
Lost on the River: The New Basement Tapes[image: External link]

by The New Basement Tapes[image: External link]

	"Kansas City"



	Into the Woods – Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	"Hello, Little Girl"



	2015
	
Hollywood Vampires[image: External link]

by Hollywood Vampires[image: External link]

	Guitar, backing vocals, keyboard & sound design



	2015
	
Afraid of Ghosts[image: External link]

by Butch Walker[image: External link]

	"21+" - Guitar
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	List of people of self-identified Cherokee ancestry[image: External link]

	List of people from Kentucky[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Depp accompanied Thompson as his road manager on one of the author's last book tours.[32] In 2006, he contributed a foreword to Gonzo: Photographs by Hunter S. Thompson[image: External link], a posthumous biography published by ammobooks.com, and in 2008 narrated the documentary film Gonzo: The Life and Work of Dr. Hunter S. Thompson[image: External link]. Following Thompson's suicide in 2005, Depp paid for most of his memorial event in his hometown of Aspen, Colorado[image: External link]. Following Thompson's wishes, fireworks were set off and his ashes were shot from a cannon.[33]
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Friday Night Lights (film)






This article is about the 2004 film. For the 2006 TV series, see Friday Night Lights (TV series)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Friday Night Lights (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Friday Night Lights is a 2004 sports[image: External link] drama film[image: External link], directed by Peter Berg[image: External link], which 'documented' the coach and players of a high school[image: External link] football[image: External link] team in the Texas[image: External link] city of Odessa[image: External link] that supported and was obsessed with them. The book on which it was based, Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream[image: External link] (1990) by H. G. Bissinger[image: External link], followed the story of the 1988 Permian High School[image: External link] Panthers football team as they made a run towards the state championship. A television series of the same name[image: External link] premiered on October 3, 2006 on NBC[image: External link]. The film won the Best Sports Movie ESPY Award[image: External link] and was ranked number 37 on Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]'s list of the Best High School Movies.[1]



TOP
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 Plot




Bissinger followed the team for the entire 1988 season. However, the book also dealt with—or alluded to—a number of secondary political and social issues[image: External link] existing in Odessa, all of which shared ties to the Permian Panthers football team. These included socioeconomic[image: External link] disparity; racism[image: External link]; segregation[image: External link] (and desegregation[image: External link]); and poverty[image: External link].

The coach, Gary Gaines[image: External link] (Billy Bob Thornton), was constantly in the hot seat. Tied to the successes and failure of the coach and the team in general were the conflicts the players struggled with on and off the gridiron. The coach overused his star player, running back James "Boobie" Miles[image: External link]. (Derek Luke[image: External link]), who was seriously injured (he tore his ACL[image: External link], missed the playoffs, and had a limp for the rest of his life). When this happened, sports radio shows were flooded with calls for Gaines' resignation. Miles' once-arrogant attitude vanished as he saw his once-promising chance of playing big-time college football disappear, and he questioned his future after he noticed his not-so promising academic standing. While recuperating on his uncle's veranda he observed the garbage collectors doing their rounds, got a glimpse of a different future, and burst into tears.

One of the themes of the movie depicted the coach as a father-type figure for the players. For example:


	
Quarterback[image: External link] Mike Winchell (Lucas Black[image: External link]) struggled with being able to play consistently.

	Fullback Don Billingsley (Garrett Hedlund[image: External link]) had a rocky relationship with his alcoholic and abusive father (Tim McGraw[image: External link]). Billingsley silently endured the abuse from his father, who won a state championship at Permian only to find himself unable to get into college and stuck working a dead-end job.

	Third-string running back Chris Comer (Lee Thompson Young[image: External link]), who replaced the injured Miles, attempted to get rid of his fear of being hit and getting injured, made worse by seeing his predecessor's season-ending injury. Comer's obsession with fame and recognition also came at a high price that he was at first not ready to pay.

	Safety Brian Chavez (Jay Hernandez[image: External link]) was easily the smartest player on the team and the most confident in his future after high school football. He ends up being accepted into Harvard College and Texas Tech Law School.



Coach Gaines triumphed and struggled with winning football games and connecting with his players numerous times during their tumultuous season. His job depended on the Panthers' making the playoffs, and his team was in a three-way tie with two other teams at the end of the regular season. Under Texas rules for ties, the tiebreaker was a coin-toss. Permian got a spot. Meanwhile, after Don Billingsley's father drunkenly threw away his championship ring, he broke down and confessed that his failures in life caused him to push his son harshly, pointing out that he wanted his son to at least have one big moment of triumph before dealing with the real world. The team made it to the finals, where they narrowly lost to powerhouse Dallas Carter High School. The movie ended with the coach removing the departing seniors from the depth chart on his wall. Notably, the depth chart has "Case" at quarterback. This referred to Permian's real-life backup quarterback in 1988, Stoney Case[image: External link], who led Permian, along with Chris Comer, to the 5A state title the following year, and still later make it to the NFL[image: External link].
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 Cast





	
Billy Bob Thornton as Coach Gary Gaines[image: External link]


	
Lucas Black[image: External link] as Mike Winchell

	
Garrett Hedlund[image: External link] as Don Billingsley

	
Derek Luke[image: External link] as James "Boobie" Miles[image: External link]


	
Jay Hernandez[image: External link] as Brian Chavez

	Lee Jackson III as Ivory Christian

	
Lee Thompson Young[image: External link] as Chris Comer

	
Tim McGraw[image: External link] as Charles Billingsley

	Grover Coulson as L.V. Miles

	
Connie Britton[image: External link] as Sharon Gaines

	Julius Tennon as Coach Freddie James[image: External link]


	
Connie Cooper[image: External link] as Ms. Winchell

	
Amber Heard as Maria

	Kasey Stevens as Flippy

	
Rutherford Cravens[image: External link] as Kansas Weslyan Recruiter

	
Stephen Bishop[image: External link] as Loie Harris

	
Katherine Willis[image: External link] as Booster Wife

	
Christian Kane[image: External link] as Brian

	
Brad Leland[image: External link] as John Aubrey



Championship game officials: Tim Crowley, Gary Vaught, Lee Mack Turner
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 Differences between the movie and events





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Players





	In the movie, Boobie Miles was depicted as one of the team's three captains, but that honor was held by Ivory Christian, Mike Winchell and Brian Chavez in real life.

	In the movie, some of the players' numbers and positions were changed: Boobie Miles was #45 and played tailback in the movie, but in the book he was playing fullback (while Don Billingsley was the tailback) and #35. In the movie, Brian Chavez was the #4 strong safety, while he was the #85 tight end in the book, and Ivory Christian was a defensive end and wore #90, while he was the #62 middle ("Mike") linebacker in the book. At the beginning of the film, as the camera panned over Coach Gaines' depth chart, 'Miles' name was listed under the FB tag. Chris Comer was also the backup fullback in the book, not a third-string tailback. One of the athletic directors in the stadium booth said, "I think he's a sophomore", when Comer was a junior at the time. Comer also wore #45 in the real season, but in the movie he wore #42. Alan Wyles was depicted as a wide receiver when he was the placekicker.

	Don Billingsley's father Charlie was depicted in the movie as having won a state championship. In reality, as a junior, the 1968 Permian team lost in the finals.
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 The regular season




In the movie, the team was depicted as practicing in full pads and with full contact on the first day of practice. Under rules of the University Interscholastic League[image: External link] (UIL), the governing body for Texas public school sports, teams cannot use pads or hit until the 4th day of practice (however, in the deleted scenes included in the DVD, a non-pad practice was shown).


	A Permian booster was heard toasting Coach Gaines' second season as Permian's head coach. It was his third.

	Boobie Miles, in the book, injured his leg by getting his foot caught on the Astroturf during a pre-season scrimmage against Amarillo Palo Duro at Jones Stadium[image: External link] in Lubbock. In the movie, he was tackled by two players at the knee during a blowout non-district game at Ratliff Stadium.

	In the movie, the top-ranked Permian Panthers defeated the hapless Marshall Bulldogs in a non-district game. In real life, the third-ranked Marshall Mavericks (whose colors are red and white, not purple and gold) defeated fourth-ranked Permian 13-12. In the movie, the game was the season opener and played on a Friday night in Odessa. In real life, it was Permian's second game of the season, and played at Maverick Stadium in Marshall on a Saturday afternoon. Permian's football team chartered a jet for the 500+ mile trip from Odessa to Marshall, spawning controversy on the cost of the trip. Played before a crowd of more than 12,000 fans at Maverick Stadium, the game was on a searing September afternoon where the temperature topped 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 °C). The footage shown in the movie was from a game against the Midland High Bulldogs, who weren't mentioned in the movie. Permian defeated the Dawgs 42-0 in district play, but the two teams ended up in a three-way tie along with Midland Lee for the district title.

	In the movie, district play began in week 2. In the real regular season, district play began in week 4.

	In the movie, Permian defeated "North Shore Galena" in a mid-season (presumably district) game. In reality, North Shore High School[image: External link] was within the Galena Park School District[Galena Park, Texas|Galena Park], over 500 miles (800 km) southeast of Odessa. Although North Shore and Permian have both been 5A football powerhouses, they have never played. North Shore did not start seeing football success until the mid 1990's.

	In reality, the three teams tied for best district record were Permian, Midland Lee, and Midland High, all with 5-1 district records. In the movie, Permian and Lee were joined not by Midland but by Abilene Cooper, and each team had two district losses. The tie breaking coin flip was held at a truck stop outside of Midland, and Midland High lost (Cooper in the movie), so Permian and Lee went on. Midland High's missing the playoffs was poignant as it had not been to the playoffs since 1951 and did not get back to post-season play until 2002.

	A Permian player was shown with coach Gaines at the coin toss. In reality, no players from any of the three schools were allowed at the coin toss. All of Permian's players were on the team bus returning from the game that evening at San Angelo Central. Permian assistant coach Mike Belew drove with Gaines from San Angelo to the site of the coin toss.

	In a few scenes, players were shown wearing Under Armour apparel and facemask shields, although in 1988, Under Armour and visors hadn't been invented yet. (Under Armour founder Kevin Plank[image: External link] was in high school in 1988.) The book says they wore green visors, which are now outlawed for high school and college teams.

	In the movie, the annual duel against Permian's archrival Midland Lee was portrayed as Lee having a handy lead throughout the game with Permian never having a shot at the victory. In real life, Lee had to come from behind with a late-game touchdown to win the game 22-21.
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 The playoffs





	Permian's first opponent in the playoffs was Amarillo Tascosa[image: External link] and not Dallas Jesuit[image: External link] as in the movie. In 1988, Texas Public Schools (such as Permian, Carter, and Tascosa) and private schools (such as Jesuit) competed in separate leagues with separate playoffs. Jesuit was not allowed to join the previously all-public school UIL until 2003, starting football competition in 2004. Dallas Jesuit and Strake Jesuit[image: External link] of Houston were the only private schools who currently play in the UIL, the rest competing in leagues such as TAPPS[image: External link] and the SPC[image: External link]. Also, with the district setup at that time, it would have been impossible for Permian to play a team from the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex[image: External link] until the third round for the playoffs. Nowadays, Permian could play Fort Worth-area teams in the first round of the playoffs, but still could not play Jesuit until round 3. Permian played Dallas Jesuit in Odessa during the regular season in 1988, winning 48-2. Jesuit's only points came on a missed- PAT[image: External link] return, which was a rule instituted that year (the defensive conversion was not allowed in high school football under National Federation of State High School Associations[image: External link] rules, but Texas played by NCAA[image: External link] rules). Jesuit's helmet was shown as white and orange with a sort of wildcat's head logo on it, but in real life they are solid gold without a logo.

	In the movie, it was said that Carter was the state's top-ranked team, when Carter was never ranked higher than No. 3 in the Associated Press[image: External link] poll.

	Carter played "Hays" High School in the playoffs, which was depicted as wearing green and white and nicknamed the Rams. The real Jack C. Hays High School[image: External link], located 15 minutes south of Austin in Buda[image: External link], used red, white, and blue as its colors, and their nickname was the Rebels. Hays was a Class 4A school in 1988 and did not become 5A until 2000. Hays was in the movie because the makers filmed crowd shots at Hays High during a Rebels home game against the Austin Westlake[image: External link] Chaparrals, another team depicted as a Permian playoff victim.

	Permian was depicted as playing "San Angelo" in the quarterfinal round. There were two high schools in the San Angelo Independent School District; until 1998, San Angelo Central High School[image: External link], the district's only 5A school had been in the same district as Permian (having since been transferred, for football only, to the district with Lubbock and Amarillo schools), and could only have played Permian in the quarterfinal round (owing to the structure of UIL playoffs) if they had qualified. However, Central finished 5th in the district that year, and as only two teams from each district qualified in 1988, Permian and Central did not play in the 1988 playoffs. Instead, Permian played Arlington Lamar in the quarterfinals.

	North Shore in Galena Park ISD was referred to as North Shore Galena. Its official UIL name was Galena Park North Shore. In 1988, North Shore had yet to make the playoffs.

	On the playoff brackets it shows just the word "Baytown". The team in the playoffs was Baytown Lee.
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 Permian vs. Carter





	Since 1982, the UIL Class 5A football playoffs have had six rounds (though a second, parallel playoff bracket of five rounds was added in 1990, later also expanded to six rounds in 2006), so while Permian played Dallas Carter in the fifth round, it was a semi-final and not a final. In the Texas playoffs, a team from North or Western Texas always plays a team from Southern Texas in the final, so the Carter vs Permian final was not possible. The real-life final featured Carter versus Converse Judson[image: External link] (which defeated Permian in the 1995 state championship). The Carter-Permian game was played in front of 10,000 people in a heavy downpour at The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link]'s Memorial Stadium[image: External link], not in front of 55,000 in the Astrodome[image: External link] in Houston. While the game in the movie was a high-scoring affair (34-28), the real score was 14-9 in favor of Carter. In real life, Permian held a 9-7 lead for most of the game and Carter made the dramatic fourth quarter comeback to win. On the last play of the game, Winchell threw the ball incomplete, rather than running it himself close to the goal line.

	The meeting between officials from Permian and Carter at the Midland airport occurred the Sunday prior to the game. Not shown in the movie was the Carter officials changing their minds about a home site from Texas Stadium[image: External link] in Irving[image: External link] to the Cotton Bowl[image: External link] within the Dallas city limits. Under UIL rules, if the schools cannot agree to a neutral site, each side picks a "home" site and a "neutral" site, and two coin tosses are conducted. The first was to determine whether a "home" or "neutral" site will be used, and the second to determine which team's site will be used. After a tense battle between the sides, they agreed to play the game at Austin.

	In the movie, Gaines suggested at first suggests San Antonio as a potential neutral site, which would have meant playing the game at Alamo Stadium[image: External link], since the Alamodome[image: External link] did not open until 1993. The other neutral site suggestion in the movie was College Station[image: External link], presumably meaning Kyle Field[image: External link] at Texas A&M[image: External link].

	The revocation of Carter's state championship following their use of an academically ineligible player was never mentioned, nor was the prolonged legal battle that Carter went through to enable them to play in the playoffs. Officially, the 1988 state champions were Converse Judson[image: External link], which lost 31-14 in the final to Carter.
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 The school and the city





	Permian was portrayed in the movie as a single large high school in a small, one-horse town in West Texas. In reality, Odessa was a city of nearly 100,000 people at the time of the events portrayed in the movie, and part of a metropolitan area of nearly 250,000 combining the populations of Midland and Ector counties. (The quaint downtown shown in the trailer for the movie was Manhattan, Kansas[image: External link].) Also, Permian was (and still is) only one of two large Class 5A high schools in Odessa. The other and first high school in the city, Odessa High School (mascot: the Bronchos), was never mentioned in the movie, despite the fact that they have played Permian every year, as the two schools have been in the same UIL district since Permian opened in 1959 and shared Ratliff Stadium with Permian. An entire chapter in the book was devoted to the "Civil War" between the schools.

	In the movie, Odessa was portrayed as being a mostly Anglo town with a sizable African-American population and virtually no Hispanics. In 1988, out of the almost 100,000 people that lived in Odessa, one-third were Hispanic while African-Americans made up only 5% of the population.

	
Ratliff Stadium[image: External link] was depicted as the location for Permian football practices. In reality, the team practiced mostly on campus, and the stadium, used by both Permian and Odessa, was on the outskirts of town in a fairly unpopulated area about three miles (five km) away from the Permian High campus. It was also unlikely that children would be playing touch football near the stadium, as depicted in the movie, as few houses were nearby at that time. The area around the stadium has grown dramatically since then (which caused an anachronism in the movie—the houses seen near the stadium did not yet exist in 1988).

	While Ratliff Stadium has had artificial turf[image: External link] since its opening, in 1988 it had the original AstroTurf[image: External link], not the modern FieldTurf[image: External link] surface seen on the stadium in the film.
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 Cameo roles





	Former NFL wide receiver Roy Williams[image: External link] (a Permian alumnus) had a cameo in the movie as an assistant coach for Midland Lee, Permian's arch-rival.

	Some sequences during the state playoffs showed highlights from high school football games in Texas. In one of those highlights, NFL Pro Bowl cornerback Aqib Talib[image: External link] can be seen.

	played a wide receiver for Dallas Carter, the team Permian played in the movie's state championship game (as noted earlier, the real Permian-Carter game was a semifinal). He wore jersey #2, his last name was Graf, and he caught a one-handed touchdown pass.

	The real James "Boobie" Miles played a Permian assistant coach in the film. Although he has no lines, he was seen several times. In the locker room scene at halftime of the state championship game, he was seen standing next to the fictional "Boobie" Miles as Coach Gaines gives his speech.
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 Soundtrack




Main article: Friday Night Lights (film soundtrack)[image: External link]


The soundtrack for the film predominantly featured post-rock[image: External link] band Explosions in the Sky[image: External link]. Music by Daniel Lanois[image: External link] and rock band Bad Company[image: External link] were also included. Other songs in the film were "Just Got Paid" by ZZ Top[image: External link] during the montage of the Panthers' road to the finals; the pump up song featured as the team ran through the tunnel in the game against Dallas Carter[image: External link] was "New Noise" by the seminal Swedish punk band Refused[image: External link]. During the start of the third quarter during the Championship game, the song "I Wanna Be Your Dog[image: External link]" by The Stooges[image: External link] was used. Three songs from Public Enemy[image: External link]'s album It Takes a Nation of Millions to Hold Us Back[image: External link] were also used prominently.
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 Critical reception




Reviews of the film were highly positive. The film received an 81% "Certified Fresh" rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], based on 168 reviews, and the consensus stated: "An acute survey of the football-obsessed heartland that succeeds as both a stirring drama and a rousing sports movie."[2] The film also has a score of 70/100 on Metacritic, based on 35 reviews.[3]

While the residents of Odessa held a negative reception of the book[image: External link], they eagerly anticipated the release of the film.[4]
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 Accolades




The film was recognized by American Film Institute[image: External link] in these lists:


	2004: AFI'S Top 10 Film of the Year


	2008: AFI's 10 Top 10[image: External link]:

	Nominated Sports Film[5]
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North Country (film)






North Country is a 2005 American drama film[image: External link] directed by Niki Caro, starring Charlize Theron, Frances McDormand[image: External link], Sean Bean[image: External link], Richard Jenkins[image: External link], Michelle Monaghan[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Woody Harrelson[image: External link] and Sissy Spacek[image: External link]. The screenplay by Michael Seitzman[image: External link] was inspired by the 2002 book Class Action: The Story of Lois Jenson and the Landmark Case That Changed Sexual Harassment Law by Clara Bingham[image: External link] and Laura Leedy Gansler, which chronicled the case of Jenson v. Eveleth Taconite Company[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




In 1989, Josey Aimes flees from her abusive husband back to her hometown in northern Minnesota[image: External link] with her children, Sammy and Karen, and moves in with her parents, Alice and Hank. Hank is ashamed of Josey, who had Sammy as a teenager by an unknown father, and believes Josey is promiscuous[image: External link]. While working as a hairdresser, Josey reconnects with an old acquaintance, Glory Dodge, who works at the local iron mine and suggests Josey do the same. Josey's pursuit of the job further strains her relationship with Hank, who also works at the mine, so she and her children move in with Glory and her husband Kyle.

Josey quickly befriends several other female workers at the mine, and soon realizes the women are constant targets for sexual harassment and humiliation by most of their male co-workers, who believe the women are taking jobs more appropriate for men. Josey in particular is targeted by Bobby Sharp, her ex-boyfriend from high school. Josey tries to talk to her supervisor Arlen Pavich about the problem, but he refuses to take her concerns seriously. The women experience additional harassment in retaliation, and Bobby spreads rumors that Josey attempted to seduce him, leading his wife to publicly berate and embarrass Josey at Sammy's hockey game. Sammy begins to resent the way the townspeople treat them, and comes to believe the gossip about his mother's alleged promiscuity.

Josey takes her concerns to the mine's owner Don Pearson, but despite his previous assurances that he is there to help, she arrives to find that he has invited Pavich to the meeting along with several other executives, and offers to accept her resignation immediately. She refuses, and leaves devastated. Later, after being assaulted by Bobby at work, she quits and asks Bill White, a lawyer friend of Kyle and Glory, to help her file a lawsuit against the company. Bill advises her to recruit other women to form a class action[image: External link] lawsuit, which would be the first of its kind. The female miners, however, fear losing their jobs and facing additional harassment, and refuse, so Josey attempts to go ahead with the case alone. She also discovers that Glory has Lou Gehrig's Disease[image: External link], and her health is declining rapidly.

Alice and Hank argue over Josey's lawsuit, and when Hank still refuses to forgive his daughter, Alice leaves him. At a union meeting, Josey attempts to address the miners and explain her reasons for suing the mine, but they constantly interrupt and insult her, leading Hank to stand up for his daughter and reprimand his co-workers for their treatment of Josey and all the women at the mine. He and Alice then reconcile. In court, the mining company's attorney attempts to hold Josey's sexual history against her, based on Bobby's testimony that Sammy is the result of a consensual sexual relationship between Josey and her high school teacher, Mr. Lattavansky. Josey then reveals that after school one day, where she and Bobby had been serving detention[image: External link] together after being caught kissing, she was raped by Mr. Lattavansky, which led to her pregnancy and eventually Sammy's birth.

Hank attacks the teacher in question, who is in attendance, and Bill asks for a recess after Josey storms out of the courtroom. Sammy still refuses to believe his mother, and runs away, until Kyle urges him to reconsider, and he and Josey embrace after having a talk. The next day, Bill cross-examines Bobby and gets him to admit he lied about the encounter, which he witnessed but was too scared to do anything about. Glory, who has come to the court in her wheelchair and is unable to speak, has Kyle read a letter saying she stands with Josey. Other women then stand up to support Josey's complaint. They are followed by more women, family members, and miners, which allows the case to qualify as a class action. The mining company is forced to both pay the women for their suffering and establish a sexual harassment[image: External link] policy at the workplace.
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 Cast






	
Charlize Theron as Josey Aimes (based on Lois Elaine Jenson)

	
Amber Heard as young Josey





	
Frances McDormand[image: External link] as Glory Dodge (based on Patricia Shannon Kosmach 1937-1994)

	
Richard Jenkins[image: External link] as Hank Aimes

	
Sissy Spacek[image: External link] as Alice Aimes

	
Woody Harrelson[image: External link] as Bill White

	
Sean Bean[image: External link] as Kyle Dodge

	
Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Bobby Sharp

	
Cole Williams[image: External link] as young Bobby





	
Michelle Monaghan[image: External link] as Sherry

	Thomas Curtis as Sam "Sammy" Aimes

	Elle Peterson as Karen Aimes

	
Rusty Schwimmer[image: External link] as Big Betty

	
Jillian Armenante[image: External link] as Peg

	
Linda Emond[image: External link] as Leslie Conlin

	
Brad William Henke[image: External link] as Mr. Lattavansky

	
John Aylward[image: External link] as Judge Halsted

	
Xander Berkeley[image: External link] as Arlen Pavich

	
Chris Mulkey[image: External link] as Earl Slangley

	
Corey Stoll[image: External link] as Ricky Sennett

	
Tom Bower[image: External link] as Gray Suchett

	
Jacqueline Wright[image: External link] as Bobby's wife

	James Cada as Don Pearson
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 Production




Lois Jenson, on whom the character of Josey is based, actually began working at the EVTAC (from "Eveleth Taconite") mine in Eveleth, Minnesota[image: External link] in 1975 and initiated her lawsuit in 1984, four years before the year in which the film begins. Its time line was condensed, but in reality it took fourteen years for the case to be settled. Jenson declined to sell the rights to her story or act as the film's consultant.[3]

The film was shot in the towns of Eveleth, Virginia[image: External link], Chisholm[image: External link], and Hibbing[image: External link] in northern Minnesota[image: External link]; Minneapolis[image: External link]; and Silver City[image: External link] and Santa Fe[image: External link] in New Mexico[image: External link].
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 Soundtrack





	"North Country" by Gustavo Santaolalla[image: External link] – 2:08

	"Girl of the North Country[image: External link]" by Leo Kottke[image: External link] – 3:33

	"Tell Ol' Bill" by Bob Dylan[image: External link] – 5:08

	"Werewolves of London[image: External link]" by Warren Zevon[image: External link] – 3:28

	"Bette Davis Eyes[image: External link]" by Kim Carnes[image: External link] – 3:49

	"If I Said You Had a Beautiful Body (Would You Hold It Against Me)" by The Bellamy Brothers[image: External link] – 3:17

	"Lay Lady Lay[image: External link]" by Bob Dylan[image: External link] – 3:19

	"A Saturday in My Classroom" by Gustavo Santaolalla – 3:46

	"Sweetheart Like You" by Bob Dylan[image: External link] – 4:37

	"Baby Don't Get Hooked on Me" by Mac Davis[image: External link] – 3:05

	"Do Right to Me Baby (Do Unto Others)" by Bob Dylan[image: External link] – 3:52

	"Standing Up" by Gustavo Santaolalla – 2:43

	"Paths of Victory" by Cat Power[image: External link] – 3:24



Songs in the film that weren't in the soundtrack release include "Wasn't That a Party" by The Irish Rovers[image: External link], "Shake the House Down" by Molly Hatchet[image: External link] and karaoke versions of George Thorogood[image: External link]'s "I Drink Alone" and Pat Benatar[image: External link]'s "Hit Me with Your Best Shot[image: External link]."
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 Release




The film premiered[image: External link] at the 2005 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] and was shown at the Chicago International Film Festival[image: External link] before going into theatrical release in the US, where it grossed $6,422,455 in its opening weekend, ranking 5th at the box office.[4] Budgeted at $30 million, it eventually grossed $18,337,722 in the US and $6,873,453 in foreign markets for a total worldwide box office of $25,211,175.[2]
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 Critical reception




On the review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], 69% of critics gave the film positive reviews, based on 162 reviews, with Theron and McDormand receiving critical acclaim for their performances.[5] On Metacritic, the film has an average score of 68 out of 100, based on 39 reviews.[6]

Manohla Dargis of the New York Times[image: External link] called it "a star vehicle with heart – an old-fashioned liberal weepie about truth and justice" and added, "[It] is one of those Hollywood entertainments that strive to tell a hard, bitter story with as much uplift as possible. That the film works as well as it does, delivering a tough first hour only to disintegrate like a wet newspaper, testifies to the skill of the filmmakers as well as to the constraints brought on them by an industry that insists on slapping a pretty bow on even the foulest truth."[7]

In his review in the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link], Roger Ebert observed, "North Country is one of those movies that stir you up and make you mad, because it dramatizes practices you've heard about but never really visualized. We remember that Frances McDormand played a woman police officer in this same area in Fargo[image: External link], and we value that memory, because it provides a foundation for Josey Aimes. McDormand's role in this movie is different and much sadder, but brings the same pluck and common sense to the screen. Put these two women together (as actors and characters) and they can accomplish just about anything. Watching them do it is a great movie experience."[8]

Ruthe Stein of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] called the film a "compelling if occasionally unnecessarily convoluted movie . . . The first 15 minutes or so are a mess . . . Fortunately, [it] calms down and becomes extremely engrossing, especially in the courtroom battles . . . it's all carefully calculated for dramatic effect and succeeds brilliantly in drawing you in and eliciting tears in the process . . . North Country would have benefited from crisper editing. It runs at least 15 minutes longer than necessary . . . For all its flaws, [it] delivers an emotional wallop and a couple of performances worthy of recognition come award time."[9]

In Rolling Stone[image: External link], Peter Travers[image: External link] awarded the film two out of a possible four stars and commented, "Any similarities between Josey and Lois Jenson, the real woman who made Eveleth Mines pay for their sins in a landmark 1988 class-action suit, are purely coincidental. Instead, we get a TV-movie fantasy of female empowerment glazed with soap-opera theatrics. The actors, director Niki Caro (Whale Rider[image: External link]) and the great cinematographer Chris Menges all labor to make things look authentic. But a crock is a crock, despite the ferocity and feeling Theron brings to the role . . . Though the dirt and grime in North Country are artfully applied, it's purely cosmetic and skin-deep."[10]
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