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Beyoncé





For Beyoncé's 2013 album, see Beyoncé (album).

Beyoncé Giselle Knowles-Carter (/bi:'janseI /[image: External link]; born September 4, 1981)[3][4][5][6] is an American singer, songwriter and actress. Born and raised in Houston, Texas, she performed in various singing and dancing competitions as a child and rose to fame in the late 1990s as lead singer of R&B girl-group Destiny's Child. Managed by her father, Mathew Knowles[image: External link], the group became one of the world's best-selling girl groups[image: External link] of all time. Their hiatus saw Beyoncé's theatrical film debut in Austin Powers in Goldmember (2002) and the release of her debut album, Dangerously in Love (2003), which established her as a solo artist worldwide, earned five Grammy Awards and featured the Billboard Hot 100 number-one singles "Crazy in Love" and "Baby Boy".

Following the disbandment of Destiny's Child in 2006, she released her second solo album, B'Day (2006), which contained the top-ten hits "Déjà Vu", "Irreplaceable", and "Beautiful Liar". Beyoncé also continued her acting career, with starring roles in The Pink Panther (2006), Dreamgirls (2006), and Obsessed (2009). Her marriage to rapper Jay Z and portrayal of Etta James in Cadillac Records (2008) influenced her third album, I Am... Sasha Fierce (2008), which saw the introduction of her alter-ego Sasha Fierce and earned a record-setting six Grammy Awards[image: External link] in 2010, including Song of the Year for "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)". Beyoncé took a hiatus from music in 2010 and took over management of her career; her fourth album 4 (2011) was subsequently mellower in tone, exploring 1970s funk, 1980s pop, and 1990s soul.[7] Her critically acclaimed fifth album, Beyoncé (2013), was distinguished from previous releases by its experimental production and exploration of darker themes. With the release of the widely acclaimed Lemonade (2016), Beyoncé became the first artist to have their first six studio albums debut at number one on the Billboard 200 chart.[8]

Throughout her career, she has sold over 100 million records as a solo artist,[9] and a further 60 million with Destiny's Child,[10][11] making her one of the best-selling music artists of all time.[12][13] She has won 22 Grammy Awards and is the most nominated woman in the award's history. She is the most awarded artist at the MTV Video Music Awards, with 24 wins.[14][15] The Recording Industry Association of America recognized her as the Top Certified Artist in America during the 2000s (decade).[16][17] In 2009, Billboard named her the Top Radio Songs Artist of the Decade, the Top Female Artist of the 2000s (decade) and awarded her their Millennium Award in 2011.[21] In 2014, she became the highest-paid black musician in history and was listed among Time's 100 most influential people in the world for a second year in a row.[22] Forbes listed her as the most powerful female in entertainment of 2015,[23] and in 2016 she occupied the sixth place for Person of the Year.[24]
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 Early life




Beyoncé Giselle Knowles was born in Houston, Texas, to Celestine "Tina" Knowles (née Beyincé), a hairdresser and salon owner, and Mathew Knowles[image: External link], a Xerox[image: External link] sales manager.[25] Beyoncé's name is a tribute to her mother's maiden name.[26] Beyoncé's younger sister Solange is also a singer and a former member of Destiny's Child. Solange and Beyoncé are the first sisters to have both had No. 1 albums.[27] Mathew is African American, while Tina is of Louisiana Creole descent (African, Native American, and French).[26][28][29][30] Through her mother, Beyoncé is a descendant of Acadian leader Joseph Broussard.[28]

Beyoncé attended St. Mary's Montessori School in Houston, where she enrolled in dance classes. Her singing talent was discovered when dance instructor Darlette Johnson began humming a song and she finished it, able to hit the high-pitched notes.[31] Beyoncé's interest in music and performing continued after winning a school talent show at age seven, singing John Lennon's "Imagine" to beat 15/16-year-olds.[32][33] In fall of 1990, Beyoncé enrolled in Parker Elementary School, a music magnet school in Houston, where she would perform with the school's choir.[34] She also attended the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts[35] and later Alief Elsik High School.[26][36] Beyoncé was also a member of the choir at St. John's United Methodist Church as a soloist for two years.[37]

When Beyoncé was eight, she and childhood friend Kelly Rowland met LaTavia Roberson while in an audition for an all-girl entertainment group.[38] They were placed into a group called Girl's Tyme with three other girls, and rapped and danced on the talent show circuit in Houston.[39] After seeing the group, R&B producer Arne Frager brought them to his Northern California studio and placed them in Star Search, the largest talent show on national TV at the time. Girl's Tyme failed to win, and Beyoncé later said the song they performed was not good.[40][41]

In 1995 Beyoncé's father resigned from his job to manage the group.[42] The move reduced Beyoncé's family's income by half, and her parents were forced to move into separated apartments.[26] Mathew cut the original line-up to four and the group continued performing as an opening act for other established R&B girl groups.[38] The girls auditioned before record labels and were finally signed to Elektra Records, moving to Atlanta Records briefly to work on their first recording, only to be cut by the company.[26] This put further strain on the family, and Beyoncé's parents separated. On October 5, 1995, Dwayne Wiggins[image: External link]'s Grass Roots Entertainment signed the group. In 1996, the girls began recording their debut album under an agreement with Sony Music, the Knowles family reunited, and shortly after, the group got a contract with Columbia Records.[32]
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 1997–2002: Destiny's Child




Main article: Destiny's Child


The group changed their name to Destiny's Child in 1996, based upon a passage in the Book of Isaiah.[43] In 1997, Destiny's Child released their major label debut song "Killing Time" on the soundtrack to the 1997 film, Men in Black.[41] The following year, the group released their self-titled debut album,[40] scoring their first major hit "No, No, No". The album established the group as a viable act in the music industry, with moderate sales and winning the group three Soul Train Lady of Soul Awards for Best R&B/Soul Album of the Year, Best R&B/Soul or Rap New Artist, and Best R&B/Soul Single for "No, No, No". The group released their Multi-Platinum second album The Writing's on the Wall in 1999. The record features some of the group's most widely known songs such as "Bills, Bills, Bills", the group's first number-one single, "Jumpin' Jumpin'" and "Say My Name", which became their most successful song at the time, and would remain one of their signature songs. "Say My Name" won the Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals and the Best R&B Song at the 43rd Annual Grammy Awards.[38] The Writing's on the Wall sold more than eight million copies worldwide.[40] During this time, Beyoncé recorded a duet with Marc Nelson[image: External link], an original member of Boyz II Men, on the song "After All Is Said and Done" for the soundtrack to the 1999 film, The Best Man.[44]

LeToya Luckett and Roberson became unhappy with Mathew's managing of the band and eventually were replaced by Farrah Franklin and Michelle Williams.[38] Beyoncé experienced depression following the split with Luckett and Roberson after being publicly blamed by the media, critics, and blogs for its cause.[45] Her long-standing boyfriend left her at this time.[46] The depression was so severe it lasted for a couple of years, during which she occasionally kept herself in her bedroom for days and refused to eat anything.[47] Beyoncé stated that she struggled to speak about her depression because Destiny's Child had just won their first Grammy Award and she feared no one would take her seriously.[48] Beyoncé would later speak of her mother as the person who helped her fight it.[47] Franklin was dismissed, leaving just Beyoncé, Rowland, and Williams.[49]

The remaining band members recorded "Independent Women Part I", which appeared on the soundtrack to the 2000 film Charlie's Angels. It became their best-charting single, topping the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 chart for eleven consecutive weeks.[38] In early 2001, while Destiny's Child was completing their third album, Beyoncé landed a major role in the MTV made-for-television film, Carmen: A Hip Hopera, starring alongside American actor Mekhi Phifer. Set in Philadelphia, the film is a modern interpretation of the 19th-century opera Carmen by French composer Georges Bizet.[50] When the third album Survivor was released in May 2001, Luckett and Roberson filed a lawsuit claiming that the songs were aimed at them.[38] The album debuted at number one on the U.S. Billboard 200, with first-week sales of 663,000 copies sold.[51] The album spawned other number-one hits, "Bootylicious" and the title track, "Survivor", the latter of which earned the group a Grammy Award for Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals.[52] After releasing their holiday album 8 Days of Christmas in October 2001, the group announced a hiatus to further pursue solo careers.[38]

In July 2002, Beyoncé continued her acting career playing Foxxy Cleopatra alongside Mike Myers in the comedy film Austin Powers in Goldmember,[53] which spent its first weekend atop the US box office and grossed $73 million.[54] Beyoncé released "Work It Out" as the lead single from its soundtrack album which entered the top ten in the UK, Norway, and Belgium.[55] In 2003, Beyoncé starred opposite Cuba Gooding, Jr., in the musical comedy The Fighting Temptations as Lilly, a single mother with whom Gooding's character falls in love.[56] The film received mixed reviews from critics but grossed $30 million in the U.S.[57][58] Beyoncé released "Fighting Temptation" as the lead single from the film's soundtrack album, with Missy Elliott, MC Lyte[image: External link], and Free[image: External link] which was also used to promote the film.[59] Another of Beyoncé's contributions to the soundtrack, "Summertime", fared better on the US charts.[60]
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 2003–2007: Dangerously in Love and B'Day




Beyoncé's first solo recording was a feature on Jay Z's "'03 Bonnie & Clyde" that was released in October 2002, peaking at number four on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 chart.[62] Her first solo album Dangerously in Love was released on June 24, 2003, after Michelle Williams and Kelly Rowland had released their solo efforts.[63] The album sold 317,000 copies in its first week, debuted atop the Billboard 200,[64] and has since sold 11 million copies worldwide.[65] The album's lead single, "Crazy in Love", featuring Jay Z, became Beyoncé's first number-one single as a solo artist in the US.[66] The single "Baby Boy" also reached number one,[61] and singles, "Me, Myself and I" and "Naughty Girl", both reached the top-five.[67] The album earned Beyoncé a then record-tying five awards at the 46th Annual Grammy Awards; Best Contemporary R&B Album, Best Female R&B Vocal Performance for "Dangerously in Love 2", Best R&B Song and Best Rap/Sung Collaboration for "Crazy in Love", and Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals for "The Closer I Get to You[image: External link]" with Luther Vandross.[68]

In November 2003, she embarked on the Dangerously in Love Tour in Europe and later toured alongside Missy Elliott and Alicia Keys for the Verizon Ladies First Tour in North America.[69] On February 1, 2004, Beyoncé performed the American national anthem at Super Bowl XXXVIII, at the Reliant Stadium in Houston, Texas.[70] After the release of Dangerously in Love, Beyoncé had planned to produce a follow-up album using several of the left-over tracks. However, this was put on hold so she could concentrate on recording Destiny Fulfilled, the final studio album by Destiny's Child.[71] Released on November 15, 2004, in the US[72] and peaking at number two on the Billboard 200,[73][74] Destiny Fulfilled included the singles "Lose My Breath" and "Soldier", which reached the top five on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.[75] Destiny's Child embarked on a worldwide concert tour, Destiny Fulfilled... and Lovin' It and during the last stop of their European tour, in Barcelona[image: External link] on June 11, 2005, Rowland announced that Destiny's Child would disband following the North American leg of the tour.[76] The group released their first compilation album Number 1's on October 25, 2005, in the US[77] and accepted a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in March 2006.[78]

Beyoncé's second solo album B'Day was released on September 4, 2006, in the US, to coincide with her twenty-fifth birthday.[79] It sold 541,000 copies in its first week and debuted atop the Billboard 200, becoming Beyoncé's second consecutive number-one album in the United States.[80] The album's lead single "Déjà Vu", featuring Jay Z, reached the top five on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.[67] The second international single "Irreplaceable" was a commercial success worldwide, reaching number one in Australia, Hungary, Ireland, New Zealand and the United States.[67][81] B'Day also produced three other singles; "Ring the Alarm",[82] "Get Me Bodied",[83] and "Green Light" (released in the United Kingdom only).[84]

Her first acting role of 2006 was in the comedy film The Pink Panther starring opposite Steve Martin,[85] grossing $158.8 million at the box office worldwide.[86] Her second film Dreamgirls, the film version of the 1981 Broadway musical[87] loosely based on The Supremes, received acclaim from critics and grossed $154 million internationally.[88][89][90] In it, she starred opposite Jennifer Hudson, Jamie Foxx, and Eddie Murphy playing a pop singer based on Diana Ross.[91] To promote the film, Beyoncé released "Listen" as the lead single from the soundtrack album.[92] In April 2007, Beyoncé embarked on The Beyoncé Experience, her first worldwide concert tour, visiting 97 venues[93] and grossed over $24 million.[note 1] Beyoncé conducted pre-concert food donation drives during six major stops in conjunction with her pastor at St. John's and America's Second Harvest. At the same time, B'Day was re-released with five additional songs, including her duet with Shakira "Beautiful Liar".[95]
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 2008–2010: Marriage, I Am... Sasha Fierce, and films




On April 4, 2008, Beyoncé married Jay Z.[96] She publicly revealed their marriage in a video montage at the listening party for her third studio album, I Am... Sasha Fierce, in Manhattan's Sony Club on October 22, 2008.[97] I Am... Sasha Fierce was released on November 18, 2008, in the United States.[98] The album formally introduces Beyoncé's alter ego Sasha Fierce, conceived during the making of her 2003 single "Crazy in Love". It was met with generally mediocre reviews from critics,[99] but sold 482,000 copies in its first week, debuting atop the Billboard 200, and giving Beyoncé her third consecutive number-one album in the US.[100] The album featured the number-one song "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)"[101] and the top-five songs "If I Were a Boy" and "Halo".[67][102] Achieving the accomplishment of becoming her longest-running Hot 100 single in her career,[103] "Halo"'s success in the US helped Beyoncé attain more top-ten singles on the list than any other woman during the 2000s.[104] It also included the successful "Sweet Dreams",[105] and singles "Diva", "Ego", "Broken-Hearted Girl" and "Video Phone". The music video for "Single Ladies" has been parodied and imitated around the world, spawning the "first major dance craze" of the Internet age according to the Toronto Star.[106] The video has won several awards, including Best Video at the 2009 MTV Europe Music Awards,[107] the 2009 Scottish MOBO Awards,[108] and the 2009 BET Awards.[109] At the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards, the video was nominated for nine awards, ultimately winning three including Video of the Year.[110] Its failure to win the Best Female Video category, which went to American country pop singer Taylor Swift's "You Belong with Me", led to Kanye West interrupting the ceremony and Beyoncé improvising a re-presentation of Swift's award during her own acceptance speech.[110] In March 2009, Beyoncé embarked on the I Am... World Tour[image: External link], her second headlining worldwide concert tour, consisting of 108 shows, grossing $119.5 million.[111]

Beyoncé further expanded her acting career, starring as blues singer Etta James in the 2008 musical biopic Cadillac Records. Her performance in the film received praise from critics,[112] and she garnered several nominations for her portrayal of James, including a Satellite Award nomination for Best Supporting Actress, and a NAACP Image Award nomination for Outstanding Supporting Actress.[113][114] Beyoncé donated her entire salary from the film to Phoenix House, an organization of rehabilitation centers for heroin addicts around the country.[115] On January 20, 2009, Beyoncé performed James' "At Last" at the First Couple's first inaugural ball.[116] Beyoncé starred opposite Ali Larter and Idris Elba in the thriller, Obsessed. She played Sharon Charles, a mother and wife who learns of a woman's obsessive behavior over her husband. Although the film received negative reviews from critics,[117] the movie did well at the US box office, grossing $68 million—$60 million more than Cadillac Records[118]—on a budget of $20 million.[119] The fight scene finale between Sharon and the character played by Ali Larter also won the 2010 MTV Movie Award for Best Fight.[120]

At the 52nd Annual Grammy Awards, Beyoncé received ten nominations, including Album of the Year for I Am... Sasha Fierce, Record of the Year for "Halo", and Song of the Year for "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)", among others.[121] She tied with Lauryn Hill for most Grammy nominations in a single year by a female artist.[122] Knowles went on to win six of those nominations, breaking a record[image: External link] she previously tied in 2004 for the most Grammy awards won in a single night by a female artist with six. In 2010, Beyoncé was featured on Lady Gaga's single "Telephone" and appeared in its music video.[123][124] The song topped the US Pop Songs chart, becoming the sixth number-one for both Beyoncé and Gaga, tying them with Mariah Carey for most number-ones since the Nielsen Top 40 airplay chart launched in 1992.[125] "Telephone" received a Grammy Award nomination for Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals.[126]

Beyoncé announced a hiatus from her music career in January 2010, heeding her mother's advice, "to live life, to be inspired by things again".[127][128] During the break she and her father parted ways as business partners.[129][130] Beyoncé's musical break lasted nine months and saw her visit multiple European cities, the Great Wall of China, the Egyptian pyramids, Australia, English music festivals and various museums and ballet performances.[127][131]
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 2011–2015: 4 and Beyoncé




On June 26, 2011, she became the first solo female artist to headline the main Pyramid stage at the 2011 Glastonbury Festival in over twenty years.[132][133] Her fourth studio album 4 was released two days later in the US.[134] 4 sold 310,000 copies in its first week and debuted atop the Billboard 200 chart, giving Beyoncé her fourth consecutive number-one album in the US. The album was preceded by two of its singles "Run the World (Girls)" and "Best Thing I Never Had".[67][123][135] The fourth single "Love on Top" spent seven consecutive weeks at number one on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart, while peaking at number 20 on the Billboard Hot 100, the highest peak from the album.[136] 4 also produced four other singles; "Party", "Countdown", "I Care" and "End of Time". "Eat, Play, Love", a cover story written by Beyoncé for Essence that detailed her 2010 career break, won her a writing award from the New York Association of Black Journalists.[137] In late 2011, she took the stage at New York's Roseland Ballroom for four nights of special performances:[138] the 4 Intimate Nights with Beyoncé concerts saw the performance of her 4 album to a standing room only.[138] On August 1, 2011, the album was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), having shipped 1 million copies to retail stores.[139] By December 2015, it reached sales of 1.5 million copies in the US.[140]

On January 7, 2012, Beyoncé gave birth to her first child, a daughter, Blue Ivy Carter, at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York.[141] Five months later, she performed for four nights at Revel Atlantic City's Ovation Hall to celebrate the resort's opening, her first performances since giving birth to Blue Ivy.[142][143]

In January 2013, Destiny's Child released Love Songs, a compilation album of the romance-themed songs from their previous albums and a newly recorded track, "Nuclear".[144] Beyoncé performed the American national anthem singing along with a pre-recorded track at President Obama's second inauguration in Washington, D.C.[145][146] The following month, Beyoncé performed at the Super Bowl XLVII halftime show, held at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New Orleans.[147] The performance stands as the second most tweeted about moment in history at 268,000 tweets per minute.[148] At the 55th Annual Grammy Awards, Beyoncé won for Best Traditional R&B Performance for "Love on Top".[149] Her feature-length documentary film, Life Is But a Dream, first aired on HBO[image: External link] on February 16, 2013.[150]

Beyoncé embarked on The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour on April 15 in Belgrade, Serbia; the tour included 132 dates that ran through to March 2014. It became the most successful tour of her career and one of the most successful tours of all time.[151] In May, Beyoncé's cover of Amy Winehouse's "Back to Black" with André 3000 on The Great Gatsby soundtrack was released.[152] Beyoncé voiced Queen Tara in the 3D CGI animated film, Epic, released by 20th Century Fox on May 24,[153] and recorded an original song for the film, "Rise Up", co-written with Sia.[154]

On December 13, 2013, Beyoncé unexpectedly released her eponymous fifth studio album on the iTunes Store without any prior announcement or promotion. The album debuted atop the Billboard 200 chart, giving Beyoncé her fifth consecutive number-one album in the US.[155] This made her the first woman in the chart's history to have her first five studio albums debut at number one.[156] Beyoncé received critical acclaim[157] and commercial success, selling one million digital copies worldwide in six days;[158] Musically an electro-R&B album, it concerns darker themes previously unexplored in her work, such as "bulimia, postnatal depression [and] the fears and insecurities of marriage and motherhood".[159] The single "Drunk in Love", featuring Jay Z, peaked at number two on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.[160] In April 2014, after much speculation,[161] Beyoncé and Jay Z officially announced their On the Run Tour. It served as the couple's first co-headlining stadium tour together.[162] On August 24, 2014, she received the Video Vanguard Award at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards. Beyoncé also won home three competitive awards: Best Video with a Social Message and Best Cinematography for "Pretty Hurts", as well as best collaboration for "Drunk in Love".[163] In November, Forbes reported that Beyoncé was the top-earning woman in music for the second year in a row—earning $115 million in the year, more than double her earnings in 2013.[164] Beyoncé was reissued with new material in three forms: as an extended play, a box set, as well as a full platinum edition. According to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI), in the last 19 days of 2013, the album sold 2.3 million units worldwide, becoming the tenth best-selling album of 2013.[165] The album also went on to become the twentieth best-selling album of 2014.[166] As of November 2014, Beyoncé has sold over 5 million copies worldwide and has generated over 1 billion streams, as of March 2015.[167]

At the 57th Annual Grammy Awards in February 2015, Beyoncé was nominated for six awards, ultimately winning three: Best R&B Performance and Best R&B Song for "Drunk in Love", and Best Surround Sound Album for Beyoncé.[168] She was nominated for Album of the Year, but the award went to Beck for his album Morning Phase.[169]
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On February 6, 2016, Beyoncé released "Formation" and its accompanying music video exclusively on the music streaming platform Tidal; the song was made available to download for free.[170] She performed "Formation" live for the first time during the NFL Super Bowl 50 halftime show. The appearance was considered controversial as it appeared to reference the 50th anniversary of the Black Panther Party and the NFL forbids political statements in its performances.[171][172][173] Immediately following the performance, Beyoncé announced The Formation World Tour, which highlighted stops in both North America, and Europe.[174][175] It ended on October 7, with Beyoncé bringing out her husband Jay Z, Kendrick Lamar, and Serena Williams[image: External link] for the last show.[176] The tour went on to win "Tour of the Year" at the 44th American Music Awards[image: External link].[177]

On April 16, 2016, Beyoncé released a teaser clip for a project called Lemonade. It turned out to be a one-hour film which aired on HBO[image: External link] exactly a week later; a corresponding album with the same title was released on the same day exclusively on Tidal.[178] Lemonade debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, making Beyoncé the first act in Billboard history to have their first six studio albums debut atop the chart; she broke a record previously tied with DMX in 2013.[179] With all 12 tracks of Lemonade debuting on the Billboard Hot 100 chart, Beyoncé also became the first female act to chart 12 or more songs at the same time.[180] Additionally, Lemonade was streamed 115 million times through Tidal, setting a record for the most-streamed album in a single week by a female artist in history.[181] As of November 2016, it has sold 1.5 million copies in the US.

Lemonade became her most critically acclaimed work to date, receiving universal acclaim according to Metacritic, a website collecting reviews from professional music critics.[182] Several music publications included the album among the best of 2016, including Rolling Stone, which listed Lemonade at number one.[183] The album's visuals were nominated in 11 categories at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards, the most ever received by Beyoncé in a single year, and went on to win 8 awards, including Video of the Year for "Formation".[184][185] The eight wins made Beyoncé the most awarded artist in the history of the VMAs (24), surpassing Madonna (20).[186] At the 59th Grammy Awards, Lemonade led with nine nominations including Album of the Year, and Record of the Year and Song of the Year for "Formation"[187] and ultimately won two, Best Urban Contemporary Album for Lemonade and Best Music Video for "Formation".[188] Adele, upon winning her Grammy for Album of the Year, refused to accept the award, stating that Lemonade was monumental and more deserving.[189] Beyoncé occupied the sixth place for Time magazine's 2016 Person of the Year.[190] In January 2017, it was announced that Beyoncé would headline the Coachella Music and Arts Festival. This would make Beyoncé only the second female headliner of the festival since it was founded in 1999.[191] It was later announced on February 23, 2017 that Beyoncé would no longer be able to perform at the festival due to doctor's concerns regarding her pregnancy. The festival owners announced that she will instead headline the 2018 festival.[192] Upon the announcement of Beyoncé's departure from the festival lineup, ticket prices dropped by 12%.[193]
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With "Single Ladies", clearly I'd just gotten married, and people want to get married every day—then there was the whole Justin Timberlake thing [recreating the video] on "Saturday Night Live", and it was also the year YouTube blew up. With 'Irreplaceable,' the aggressive lyrics, the acoustic guitar, and the 808 drum machine—those things don't typically go together, and it sounded fresh. 'Crazy in Love' was another one of those classic moments in pop culture that none of us expected. I asked Jay to get on the song the night before I had to turn my album in – thank God he did. It still never gets old, no matter how many times I sing it.





— Beyoncé[194]


Jody Rosen highlights her tone and timbre as particularly distinctive, describing her voice as "one of the most compelling instruments in popular music".[195] Her vocal abilities mean she is identified as the centerpiece of Destiny's Child.[196] Jon Pareles of The New York Times commented that her voice is "velvety yet tart, with an insistent flutter and reserves of soul belting".[197] Rosen notes that the hip hop era highly influenced Beyoncé's unique rhythmic vocal style, but also finds her quite traditionalist in her use of balladry, gospel and falsetto.[195] Other critics praise her range and power, with Chris Richards of The Washington Post saying she was "capable of punctuating any beat with goose-bump-inducing whispers or full-bore diva-roars."[198]

Beyoncé's music is generally R&B,[199] but she also incorporates pop,[200] soul and funk into her songs. 4 demonstrated Beyoncé's exploration of 1990s-style R&B, as well as further use of soul and hip hop than compared to previous releases.[194] While she almost exclusively releases English songs, Beyoncé recorded several Spanish songs for Irreemplazable (re-recordings of songs from B'Day for a Spanish-language audience), and the re-release of B'Day. To record these, Beyoncé was coached phonetically by American record producer Rudy Perez.[201]

She has received co-writing credits for most of the songs recorded with Destiny's Child and her solo efforts.[38] Her early songs were personally driven and female-empowerment themed compositions like "Independent Women" and "Survivor", but after the start of her relationship with Jay Z, she transitioned to more man-tending anthems such as "Cater 2 U".[202] Beyoncé has also received co-producing credits for most of the records in which she has been involved, especially during her solo efforts. However, she does not formulate beats herself, but typically comes up with melodies and ideas during production, sharing them with producers.[203]

In 2001, she became the first black woman and second female lyricist to win the Pop Songwriter of the Year award at the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers Pop Music Awards.[26][204] Beyoncé was the third woman to have writing credits on three number one songs ("Irreplaceable", "Grillz" and "Check on It") in the same year, after Carole King in 1971 and Mariah Carey in 1991. She is tied with American lyricist Diane Warren at third with nine song-writing credits on number-one singles.[205] (The latter wrote her 9/11-motivated song "I Was Here" for 4.[206]) In May 2011, Billboard magazine listed Beyoncé at number 17 on their list of the "Top 20 Hot 100 Songwriters", for having co-written eight singles that hit number one on the Billboard Hot 100 chart. She was one of only three women on that list, along with Alicia Keys and Taylor Swift.[207]
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Beyoncé names Michael Jackson as her major musical influence.[208] Aged five, Beyoncé attended her first ever concert where Jackson performed and she claims to have realized her purpose.[209] When she presented him with a tribute award at the World Music Awards in 2006, Beyoncé said, "if it wasn't for Michael Jackson, I would never ever have performed."[210] She admires Diana Ross as an "all-around entertainer"[211] and Whitney Houston, who she said "inspired me to get up there and do what she did."[212] She credits Mariah Carey's singing and her song "Vision of Love" as influencing her to begin practicing vocal runs as a child.[213][214] Her other musical influences include Aaliyah,[215] Prince,[216] Lauryn Hill,[211] Sade Adu,[217] Donna Summer,[218] Mary J. Blige,[219] Janet Jackson,[220] Anita Baker[image: External link] and Rachelle Ferrell.[211]

The feminism and female empowerment themes on Beyoncé's second solo album B'Day were inspired by her role in Dreamgirls[221] and by singer Josephine Baker.[222] Beyoncé paid homage to Baker by performing "Déjà Vu" at the 2006 Fashion Rocks concert wearing Baker's trademark mini-hula skirt embellished with fake bananas.[223] Beyoncé's third solo album I Am... Sasha Fierce was inspired by Jay Z and especially by Etta James, whose "boldness" inspired Beyoncé to explore other musical genres and styles.[224] Her fourth solo album, 4, was inspired by Fela Kuti, 1990s R&B[image: External link], Earth, Wind & Fire, DeBarge, Lionel Richie[image: External link], Teena Marie, The Jackson 5[image: External link], New Edition, Adele, Florence and the Machine, and Prince.[194]

Beyoncé has stated that she is personally inspired by US First Lady Michelle Obama, saying "She proves you can do it all"[225] and she has described Oprah Winfrey as "the definition of inspiration and a strong woman".[211] She has also discussed how Jay Z is a continuing inspiration to her, both with what she describes as his lyrical genius and in the obstacles he has overcome in his life.[226] Beyoncé has expressed admiration for the artist Jean-Michel Basquiat, posting in a letter "what I find in the work of Jean-Michel Basquiat, I search for in every day in music... he is lyrical and raw".[227][228] In February 2013, Beyoncé said that Madonna inspired her to take control of her own career. She commented: "I think about Madonna and how she took all of the great things she achieved and started the label and developed other artists. But there are not enough of those women.".[229]
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In 2006, Beyoncé introduced her all-female tour band Suga Mama (also the name of a song in B'Day) which includes bassists, drummers, guitarists, horn players, keyboardists and percussionists.[230] Her background singers, The Mamas, consist of Montina Cooper-Donnell, Crystal Collins and Tiffany Moniqué Riddick. They made their debut appearance at the 2006 BET Awards and re-appeared in the music videos for "Irreplaceable" and "Green Light".[201] The band have supported Beyoncé in most subsequent live performances, including her 2007 concert tour The Beyoncé Experience, 2009–2010 I Am... World Tour, 2013–2014 The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour and 2016 The Formation World Tour.

Beyoncé has received praise for her stage presence and voice during live performances. Jarett Wieselman of the New York Post placed her at number one on her list of the Five Best Singer/Dancers.[231] According to Barbara Ellen of The Guardian Beyoncé is the most in-charge female artist she's seen onstage,[232] while Alice Jones of The Independent wrote she "takes her role as entertainer so seriously she's almost too good."[233] The ex-President of Def Jam L.A. Reid has described Beyoncé as the greatest entertainer alive.[234] Jim Farber of the Daily News and Stephanie Classen of Star Phoenix both praised her strong voice and her stage presence.[235][236]

Described as being "sexy, seductive and provocative" when performing on stage, Beyoncé has said that she originally created the alter ego "Sasha Fierce" to keep that stage persona separate from who she really is. She described Sasha as being "too aggressive, too strong, too sassy [and] too sexy", stating, "I'm not like her in real life at all."[47] Sasha was conceived during the making of "Crazy in Love", and Beyoncé introduced her with the release of her 2008 album I Am... Sasha Fierce. In February 2010, she announced in an interview with Allure magazine that she was comfortable enough with herself to no longer need Sasha Fierce.[237] However, Beyoncé announced in May 2012 that she would bring her back for her Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live shows later that month.[238]
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Beyoncé has been described as having a wide-ranging sex appeal, with music journalist Touré writing that since the release of Dangerously in Love, she has "become a crossover sex symbol".[239] Offstage Beyoncé says that while she likes to dress sexily, her onstage dress "is absolutely for the stage."[240] Due to her curves and the term's catchiness, in the 2000s (decade), the media often used the term "Bootylicious" (a portmanteau of the words booty and delicious) to describe Beyoncé,[241][242] the term popularized by Destiny's Child's single of the same name. In 2006, it was added to the Oxford English Dictionary.[243]

In September 2010, Beyoncé made her runway modelling debut at Tom Ford's Spring/Summer 2011 fashion show.[244] She was named "World's Most Beautiful Woman" by People[245] and the "Hottest Female Singer of All Time" by Complex in 2012.[246] In January 2013, GQ placed her on its cover, featuring her atop its "100 Sexiest Women of the 21st Century" list.[247][248] VH1 listed her at number 1 on its 100 Sexiest Artists list.[249] Several wax figures of Beyoncé are found at Madame Tussauds Wax Museums in major cities around the world, including New York,[250] Washington, D.C.,[251] Amsterdam,[252] Bangkok,[253] Hollywood[254] and Sydney.[255]

According to Italian fashion designer Roberto Cavalli, Beyoncé uses different fashion styles to work with her music while performing.[256] Her mother co-wrote a book, published in 2002, titled Destiny's Style[257] an account of how fashion affected the trio's success.[258] The B'Day Anthology Video Album showed many instances of fashion-oriented footage, depicting classic to contemporary wardrobe styles.[259] In 2007, Beyoncé was featured on the cover of the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue, becoming the second African American woman after Tyra Banks[image: External link],[260] and People magazine recognized Beyoncé as the best-dressed celebrity.[261]

The BeyHive is the name given to Beyoncé's fan base. Fans were previously titled "The Beyontourage", (a portmanteau of Beyoncé and entourage). The name Bey Hive derives from the word beehive, purposely misspelled to resemble her first name, and was penned by fans after petitions on the online social networking service Twitter and online news reports during competitions.[262]

In 2006, the animal rights organization People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), criticized Beyoncé for wearing and using fur in her clothing line House of Deréon.[263] In 2011, she appeared on the cover of French fashion magazine L'Officiel, in blackface and tribal makeup that drew criticism from the media. A statement released from a spokesperson for the magazine said that Beyoncé's look was "far from the glamorous Sasha Fierce" and that it was "a return to her African roots".[264]

Beyoncé's lighter skin color and costuming has drawn criticism from some in the African-American community.[265] Emmett Price, a professor of music at Northeastern University, wrote in 2007, that he thinks race plays a role in many of these criticisms, saying white celebrities who dress similarly do not attract as many comments.[265] In 2008, L'Oréal was accused of whitening her skin in their Feria hair color advertisements, responding that "it is categorically untrue",[266][267] and in 2013, Beyoncé herself criticized H&M for their proposed "retouching" of promotional images of her, and according to Vogue requested that only "natural pictures be used".[268]
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Beyoncé started a relationship with Jay Z after their collaboration on "'03 Bonnie & Clyde",[269] which appeared on his seventh album The Blueprint 2: The Gift & The Curse (2002).[270] Beyoncé appeared as Jay Z's girlfriend in the music video for the song, fuelling speculation about their relationship.[271] On April 4, 2008, Beyoncé and Jay Z married without publicity.[96] As of April 2014, the couple had sold a combined 300 million records together.[162] They are known for their private relationship, although they have appeared to become more relaxed in recent years.[272]

Beyoncé suffered a miscarriage around 2010 or 2011, describing it as "the saddest thing" she had ever endured.[273] She returned to the studio and wrote music in order to cope with the loss. In April 2011, Beyoncé and Jay Z traveled to Paris in order to shoot the album cover for 4, and unexpectedly became pregnant in Paris.[274] In August, the couple attended the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards, at which Beyoncé performed "Love on Top" and ended the performance by revealing she was pregnant.[275] Her appearance helped that year's MTV Video Music Awards become the most-watched broadcast in MTV history, pulling in 12.4 million viewers;[276] the announcement was listed in Guinness World Records[image: External link] for "most tweets per second recorded for a single event" on Twitter,[277] receiving 8,868 tweets per second[278] and "Beyonce pregnant" was the most Googled term the week of August 29, 2011.[279] On January 7, 2012, Beyoncé gave birth to a daughter, Blue Ivy Carter, at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City.[280]

On February 1, 2017, she revealed on her Instagram account that she is expecting twins. Her announcement gained 6,335,571 "likes" within eight hours, breaking the world record for the most liked image on the website.[281]
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Beyoncé performed "America the Beautiful" at the 2009 presidential inauguration, as well as "At Last" during the first inaugural dance at the Neighborhood Ball two days later.[282] They held a fundraiser at Jay Z's 40/40 Club in Manhattan for Obama's 2012 presidential campaign[283] which raised $4 million.[284] In the 2012 Presidential election[image: External link], Beyoncé voted for Obama.[285] She performed the American national anthem at his second inauguration.[145] The Washington Post reported in May 2015, that Beyoncé attended a major celebrity fundraiser for 2016 presidential[image: External link] nominee Hillary Clinton.[286]

In 2013, Beyoncé stated in an interview with Vogue that she considered herself to be "a modern-day feminist".[287] She would later align herself more publicly with the movement, sampling "We should all be feminists", a speech delivered by Nigerian author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie at a TEDx talk in April 2013, in her song "Flawless", released later that year.[288] She has also contributed to the Ban Bossy campaign, which uses television and social media to encourage leadership in girls.[289] Following Beyoncé's public identification as a feminist, the sexualized nature of her performances and the fact that she championed her marriage was questioned.[290]

Beyoncé publicly endorsed same sex marriage on March 26, 2013, after the Supreme Court debate on California's Proposition 8[image: External link].[291] The singer has also condemned police brutality against black Americans. Beyoncé and Jay Z attended a rally in 2013 in response to the acquittal of George Zimmerman for the shooting of Trayvon Martin.[292] The film for her sixth album Lemonade included the mothers of Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown and Eric Garner, holding pictures of their murdered sons in the video for "Freedom".[293] In a 2016 interview with Elle, she responded to the controversy surrounding her song "Formation" which was perceived to be critical of the police. She clarified, "I am against police brutality and injustice. Those are two separate things. If celebrating my roots and culture during Black History Month made anyone uncomfortable, those feelings were there long before a video and long before me".[294]

In February, Beyoncé spoke out against the withdrawal of protections for transgender students in public schools by Donald Trump's Presidential administration. Posting a link to the 100 Days of Kindness campaign on her Facebook page, Beyoncé voiced her support for transgender youth and joined a roster of celebrities who spoke out against Trump's decision.[295]
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Forbes magazine began reporting on Beyoncé's earnings in 2008, calculating that the $80 million earned between June 2007 to June 2008, for her music, tour, films and clothing line made her the world's best-paid music personality at the time, above Madonna and Celine Dion.[296][297] They placed her fourth on the Celebrity 100 list in 2009[298] and ninth on the "Most Powerful Women in the World" list in 2010.[299] The following year, Forbes placed her eighth on the "Best-Paid Celebrities Under 30" list, having earned $35 million in the past year for her clothing line and endorsement deals. In 2012, Forbes placed Beyoncé at number 16 on the Celebrity 100 list, twelve places lower than three years ago yet still having earned $40 million in the past year for her album 4, clothing line and endorsement deals.[300][301] In the same year, Beyoncé and Jay Z placed at number one on the "World's Highest-Paid Celebrity Couples", for collectively earning $78 million.[302] The couple made it into the previous year's Guinness World Records as the "highest-earning power couple" for collectively earning $122 million in 2009.[303] For the years 2009 to 2011, Beyoncé earned an average of $70 million per year, and earned $40 million in 2012.[304] In 2013, Beyoncé's endorsements of Pepsi and H&M made her and Jay Z the world's first billion dollar couple in the music industry.[305] That year, Beyoncé was published as the fourth most-powerful celebrity in the Forbes rankings.[306]

MTV estimated that by the end of 2014, Beyoncé would become the highest-paid black musician in history;[307] this became the case in April 2014.[22] In June 2014, Beyoncé ranked at #1 on the Forbes Celebrity 100 list, earning an estimated $115 million throughout June 2013 – June 2014. This in turn was the first time she had topped the Celebrity 100 list as well as being her highest yearly earnings to date.[308] In 2016, Beyoncé ranked at #34 on the Celebrity 100 list with earnings of $54 million. Herself and Jay Z also topped the highest paid celebrity couple list, with combined earnings of $107.5 million.[309] As of March 2017, Forbes calculated her net worth to be $290 million.[2]
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In The New Yorker, music critic Jody Rosen described Beyoncé as "the most important and compelling popular musician of the twenty-first century..... the result, the logical end point, of a century-plus of pop."[310] When The Guardian named her Artist of the Decade, Llewyn-Smith wrote, "Why Beyoncé? [...] Because she made not one but two of the decade's greatest singles, with Crazy in Love and Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It), not to mention her hits with Destiny's Child; and this was the decade when singles – particularly R&B singles – regained their status as pop's favourite medium. [...] [She] and not any superannuated rock star was arguably the greatest live performer of the past 10 years."[311] In 2013, Beyoncé made the Time 100 list, with Baz Luhrmann[image: External link] writing "no one has that voice, no one moves the way she moves, no one can hold an audience the way she does... When Beyoncé does an album, when Beyoncé sings a song, when Beyoncé does anything, it's an event, and it's broadly influential. Right now, she is the heir-apparent diva of the USA — the reigning national voice."[312] In 2014, Beyoncé was listed again on the Time 100 and also featured on the cover of the issue.[313]

Beyoncé's work has influenced numerous artists including Britney Spears,[314] Adele,[315] Ariana Grande,[316][317] Lady Gaga,[318] Ellie Goulding,[319] Rihanna,[320] Kelly Rowland,[321][322] Sam Smith,[323] Nicole Scherzinger,[324] Jessica Sanchez,[325] Cheryl,[326] JoJo,[327] Meghan Trainor,[328] Grimes,[329][330] Rita Ora,[331] Zendaya,[332] Alexis Jordan,[333] Bridgit Mendler,[334] and Azealia Banks.[335] American indie rock band White Rabbits also cited her an inspiration for their third album Milk Famous (2012),[336] friend Gwyneth Paltrow[337] studied Beyoncé at her live concerts while learning to become a musical performer for the 2010 film Country Strong.[338]

Her debut single, "Crazy in Love" was named VH1's "Greatest Song of the 2000s",[339] NME's "Best Track of the 00s"[340] and "Pop Song of the Century",[341] considered by Rolling Stone to be one of the 500 greatest songs of all time, earned two Grammy Awards and is one of the best-selling singles of all time at around 8 million copies. The music video for "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)", which achieved fame for its intricate choreography[342] and its deployment of jazz hands,[343] was credited by the Toronto Star as having started the "first major dance craze of both the new millennium and the Internet",[106] triggering a number of parodies of the dance choreography[344][345] and a legion of amateur imitators on YouTube.[342][344] In 2013, Drake released a single titled "Girls Love Beyoncé", which featured an interpolation from Destiny Child's "Say My Name" and discussed his relationship with women.[346] In January 2012, research scientist Bryan Lessard named Scaptia beyonceae, a species of horse fly found in Northern Queensland, Australia after Beyoncé due to the fly's unique golden hairs on its abdomen.[347] In July 2014, a Beyoncé exhibit was introduced into the "Legends of Rock" section of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. The black leotard from the "Single Ladies" video and her outfit from the Super Bowl half time performance are among several pieces housed at the museum.[348] Architects credit Beyoncé's look in her "Ghost" music video as the inspiration of the design of the Premier Tower under construction in Australia.[349]
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See also: List of awards and nominations received by Beyoncé


Beyoncé has received numerous awards. As a solo artist she has sold over 17 million albums in the US, and over 100 million records worldwide (a further 60 million additionally with Destiny's Child), making her one of the best-selling music artists of all time.[9][350][351][352][353][354] The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) listed Beyoncé as the top certified artist of the 2000s decade, with a total of 64 certifications.[16][17] Her songs "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)", "Halo", and "Irreplaceable" are some of the best-selling singles of all time worldwide. In 2009, The Observer named her the Artist of the Decade[311] and Billboard named her the Top Female Artist and Top Radio Songs Artist of the Decade.[18][355][356] In 2010, Billboard named her in their "Top 50 R&B/Hip-Hop Artists of the Past 25 Years" list at number 15.[357] In 2012 VH1 ranked her third on their list of the "100 Greatest Women in Music", behind Mariah Carey and Madonna.[358] Beyoncé was honored with the International Artist Award at the 2007 American Music Awards.[359] She has also received the Legend Award[image: External link] at the 2008 World Music Awards, the Billboard Millennium Award[image: External link] at the 2011 Billboard Music Awards, the Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards, and the Fashion Icon Award at the 2016 CFDA Awards[image: External link].[360]

Beyoncé has won 22 Grammy Awards, both as a solo artist and member of Destiny's Child, making her the second most honored female artist[image: External link] by the Grammys, behind Alison Krauss[361][362] and the most nominated woman in Grammy Award history with a total of 62 nominations.[363] "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" won Song of the Year in 2010 while "Say My Name",[38] "Crazy in Love" and "Drunk in Love" have each won Best R&B Song. Dangerously in Love, B'Day and I Am... Sasha Fierce have all won Best Contemporary R&B Album, while Lemonade has won Best Urban Contemporary Album. Beyoncé set the record for the most Grammy awards won by a female artist in one night[image: External link] in 2010 when she won six awards, breaking the tie she previously held with Alicia Keys, Norah Jones, Alison Krauss, and Amy Winehouse, with Adele equaling this in 2012.[364]

Beyoncé has also won 24 MTV Video Music Awards, making her the most-awarded artist in Video Music Award history. "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" and "Formation" won Video of the Year in 2009 and 2016 respectively. Beyoncé tied the record set by Lady Gaga in 2010 for the most VMAs won in one night for a female artist with eight in 2016.[186] She is also the most awarded and nominated artist in BET Award history, winning 24 awards from a total of 54 nominations.[365]

Following her role in Dreamgirls Beyoncé was nominated for Best Original Song for "Listen" and Best Actress at the Golden Globe Awards,[366] and Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture at the NAACP Image Awards.[367] Beyoncé won two awards at the Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards 2006; Best Song for "Listen" and Best Original Soundtrack for Dreamgirls: Music from the Motion Picture.[368] According to Fuse in 2014, Beyoncé is the second most award-winning artist of all time, after Michael Jackson.[369][370]

She was named on the 2016 BBC Radio 4 Woman's Hour Power List as one of seven women judged to have had the biggest impact on women's lives over the past 70 years, alongside Margaret Thatcher, Barbara Castle, Helen Brook, Germaine Greer, Jayaben Desai and Bridget Jones.[371] In 2016, she was announced by WatsUp TV as the first winner of the Best International Video[372] Category with her "Formation" video at the maiden edition of the WatsUp TV Africa Music Video Awards held in Accra, Ghana[image: External link].
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Beyoncé has worked with Pepsi since 2002,[373] and in 2004 appeared in a Gladiator-themed commercial with Britney Spears, Pink, and Enrique Iglesias[image: External link].[374] In 2012, Beyoncé signed a $50 million deal to endorse Pepsi.[375] The Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPINET) wrote Beyoncé an open letter asking her to reconsider the deal because of the unhealthiness of the product and to donate the proceeds to a medical organisation.[376] Nevertheless, NetBase found that Beyoncé's campaign was the most talked about endorsement in April 2013, with a 70 per cent positive audience response to the commercial and print ads.[377]

Beyoncé has worked with Tommy Hilfiger for the fragrances True Star (singing a cover version of "Wishing on a Star")[378] and True Star Gold;[379] she also promoted Emporio Armani's Diamonds fragrance in 2007.[380] Beyoncé launched her first official fragrance, Heat, in 2010.[381] The commercial, which featured the 1956 song "Fever", was shown after the water shed[image: External link] in the United Kingdom as it begins with an image of Beyoncé appearing to lie naked in a room.[382] In February 2011, Beyoncé launched her second fragrance, Heat Rush[image: External link].[383] Beyoncé's third fragrance, Pulse, was launched in September 2011.[384] In 2013, The Mrs. Carter Show Limited Edition version of Heat was released.[385] The six editions of Heat are the world's best-selling celebrity fragrance line,[385] with sales of over $400 million.[386]

The release of a video-game Starpower: Beyoncé was cancelled after Beyoncé pulled out of a $100 million with GateFive who alleged the cancellation meant the sacking of 70 staff and millions of pounds lost in development.[387] It was settled out of court by her lawyers in June 2013 who said that they had cancelled because GateFive had lost its financial backers.[388] Beyoncé also has had deals with American Express,[297] Nintendo DS[389] and L'Oréal since the age of 18.[390]

In March 2015, Beyoncé became a co-owner, with other artists, of the music streaming service Tidal. The service specializes in lossless audio and high definition music videos. Beyoncé's husband Jay Z acquired the parent company of Tidal, Aspiro, in the first quarter of 2015.[391] Including Beyoncé and Jay Z, sixteen artist stakeholders (such as Kanye West, Rihanna, Madonna, Chris Martin, Nicki Minaj and more) co-own Tidal, with the majority owning a 3% equity stake.[392] The idea of having an all artist owned streaming service was created by those involved to adapt to the increased demand for streaming within the current music industry.[393]
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 Fashion lines




Beyoncé and her mother introduced House of Deréon, a contemporary women's fashion line, in 2005.[394] The concept is inspired by three generations of women in their family, with the name paying tribute to Beyoncé's grandmother, Agnèz Deréon, a respected seamstress.[395][396] According to Tina, the overall style of the line best reflects her and Beyoncé's taste and style. Beyoncé and her mother founded their family's company Beyond Productions, which provides the licensing and brand management for House of Deréon, and its junior collection, Deréon.[394] House of Deréon pieces were exhibited in Destiny's Child's shows and tours, during their Destiny Fulfilled era.[397][398] The collection features sportswear, denim offerings with fur, outerwear and accessories that include handbags and footwear, and are available at department and specialty stores across the US and Canada.[394]

In 2005, Beyoncé teamed up with House of Brands, a shoe company, to produce a range of footwear for House of Deréon.[399] In January 2008, Starwave Mobile launched Beyoncé Fashion Diva, a "high-style" mobile game with a social networking component, featuring the House of Deréon collection.[394] In July 2009, Beyoncé and her mother launched a new junior apparel label, Sasha Fierce for Deréon, for back-to-school selling. The collection included sportswear, outerwear, handbags, footwear, eyewear, lingerie and jewelry.[400] It was available at department stores including Macy's and Dillard's, and specialty stores Jimmy Jazz and Against All Odds.[400] On May 27, 2010, Beyoncé teamed up with clothing store C&A to launch Deréon by Beyoncé at their stores in Brazil.[401] The collection included tailored blazers with padded shoulders, little black dresses, embroidered tops and shirts and bandage dresses.[401]

In October 2014, Beyoncé signed a deal to launch an activewear line of clothing with British fashion retailer Topshop.[402][403] The 50–50 venture is called Ivy Park and was launched in April 2016. The brand's name is a nod to Beyoncé's daughter Blue Ivy and her favourite number four (IV in roman numerals), and also references the park where she used to run in Texas.[404]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Philanthropy




After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Beyoncé and Rowland founded the Survivor Foundation to provide transitional housing for victims in the Houston area,[26] to which Beyoncé contributed an initial $250,000.[405] The foundation has since expanded to work with other charities in the city,[406] and also provided relief following Hurricane Ike three years later.[407]

Beyoncé participated in George Clooney and Wyclef Jean's Hope for Haiti Now: A Global Benefit for Earthquake Relief telethon[408] and was named the official face of the limited edition CFDA[image: External link] "Fashion For Haiti" T-shirt,[409] made by Theory which raised a total of $1 million.[410] On March 5, 2010, Beyoncé and her mother Tina opened the Beyoncé Cosmetology Center at the Brooklyn Phoenix House, offering a seven-month cosmetology training course for men and women. In April 2011, Beyoncé joined forces with US First Lady Michelle Obama and the National Association of Broadcasters Education Foundation, to help boost the latter's campaign against child obesity[411] by reworking her single "Get Me Bodied".[412] Following the death of Osama bin Laden, Beyoncé released her cover of the Lee Greenwood[image: External link] song "God Bless the USA", as a charity single to help raise funds for the New York Police and Fire Widows' and Children's Benefit Fund.[413]

In December, Beyoncé along with a variety of other celebrities teamed up and produced a video campaign for "Demand A Plan", a bipartisan effort by a group of 950 US mayors and others[414] designed to influence the federal government into rethinking its gun control laws, following the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting.[415] Beyoncé became an ambassador for the 2012 World Humanitarian Day campaign donating her song "I Was Here" and its music video, shot in the UN, to the campaign.[416][417] In 2013, it was announced that Beyoncé would work with Salma Hayek and Frida Giannini on a Gucci "Chime for Change" campaign that aims to spread female empowerment. The campaign, which aired on February 28, was set to her new music.[418] A concert for the cause took place on June 1, 2013 in London[419] and included other acts like Ellie Goulding, Florence and the Machine, and Rita Ora.[420] In advance of the concert, she appeared in a campaign video released on May 15, 2013, where she, along with Cameron Diaz, John Legend and Kylie Minogue, described inspiration from their mothers, while a number of other artists celebrated personal inspiration from other women, leading to a call for submission of photos of women of viewers' inspiration from which a selection was shown at the concert. Beyoncé said about her mother Tina Knowles that her gift was "finding the best qualities in every human being." With help of the crowdfunding platform Catapult, visitors of the concert could choose between several projects promoting education of women and girls.[421][422] Beyoncé is also taking part in "Miss a Meal", a food-donation campaign,[423] and supporting Goodwill charity through online charity auctions at Charitybuzz that support job creation throughout Europe and the U.S.[424][425] In December 2016, Beyoncé was named the Most Charitable Celebrity of the year.[426]
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 Discography




Main article: Beyoncé discography


See also: Destiny's Child discography



	
Dangerously in Love (2003)

	
B'Day (2006)

	
I Am... Sasha Fierce (2008)

	
4 (2011)

	
Beyoncé (2013)

	
Lemonade (2016)
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 Filmography




See also: Beyoncé videography



	
Carmen: A Hip Hopera (2001)

	
Austin Powers in Goldmember (2002)

	
The Fighting Temptations (2003)

	
The Pink Panther (2006)

	
Dreamgirls (2006)

	
Cadillac Records (2008)

	
Wow! Wow! Wubbzy!: Wubb Idol (2009)

	
Obsessed (2009)

	
Life Is But a Dream (2013)

	
Epic (2013)
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 Tours and residency shows




Main article: List of Beyoncé live performances
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 Headlining tours





	
Dangerously in Love Tour (2003)

	
The Beyoncé Experience (2007)

	
I Am... World Tour[image: External link] (2009–2010)

	
The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour (2013–2014)

	
The Formation World Tour (2016)
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 Co-headlining tours





	
Verizon Ladies First Tour (with Alicia Keys and Missy Elliott) (2004)

	
On the Run Tour (with Jay Z) (2014)
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 Residency shows





	
I Am... Yours (2009)

	
4 Intimate Nights with Beyoncé (2011)

	
Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live (2012)
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 See also





	Honorific nicknames in popular music

	List of artists who reached number one in the United States

	List of Billboard Social 50 number-one artists

	List of black Golden Globe Award winners and nominees[image: External link]

	List of artists with the most number ones on the U.S. dance chart
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 Notes






	
^ The gross takings from the 29 shows which were reported to Billboard Boxscore totalled $24.9 million; the tour comprised 96 concerts.[94]
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Beyoncé (album)





Beyoncé is the fifth studio album by American singer Beyoncé, released on December 13, 2013, by Parkwood Entertainment and Columbia Records. Developed as a "visual album", Beyoncé's songs are accompanied by non-linear short films that illustrate the musical concepts conceived during production. Its dark, intimate subject material includes feminist[image: External link] themes of sex, monogamous love[image: External link], and relationship issues, inspired by Beyoncé's desire to assert her full creative freedom.

The album's initial recording began in New York, where Beyoncé invited producers and songwriters to live with her for a month. During extensive touring the following year, the album changed as she conceived of creating a visual accompaniment to its songs and resumed recording sessions with electronic producer and rock musician Boots[image: External link]. Their collaboration led to more sonically experimental material, which combined contemporary R&B with electronic[image: External link] and soul music. Throughout this period, the album's songs and videos were composed in strict secrecy as Beyoncé devised an unexpected release.

Beyoncé was released digitally to the iTunes Store without prior announcement or promotion. It debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, earning Beyoncé her fifth consecutive number-one album in the country. The record sold 617,000 copies in the US, and 828,773 copies worldwide in its first three days of availability, becoming the fastest-selling album in the history of the iTunes Store, before being surpassed by Adele's 25[image: External link] in 2015.[1] It was reissued[image: External link] in November 2014 as part of a platinum edition, along with an extended play[image: External link] of new songs. It received acclaim from critics, who praised its production, exploration of sexuality, and Beyoncé's vocals. It has sold 5 million copies worldwide as of November 2014,[2] and has spawned the singles " XO[image: External link]", "Drunk in Love", " Partition[image: External link]", and "Pretty Hurts[image: External link]".
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 Background




Following the release of 2011's 4, Beyoncé gave birth to her first child, Blue Ivy Carter, at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City in January 2012.[3] Just four months after labor, she pursued a three-night residency at Revel Atlantic City's Ovation Hall, entitled Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live.[4][nb 1] The choice to hold concerts so soon was purposeful; Beyoncé intended to demonstrate to mothers that they need not halt their careers despite having had children.[6] Most of the summer following the residency was spent in The Hamptons, New York, where she took time out from the public to spend time with her daughter and to begin sessions for her next album.[7] She resumed work in early 2013, performing "The Star-Spangled Banner" at President Obama's second inauguration[image: External link] and headlining the Super Bowl XLVII halftime show where there was expectation she would debut new music, although these rumors never materialized.[8] She also released a self-directed autobiographical documentary in February entitled Life Is But a Dream.[7]

In March 2013, a two-part hip hop track entitled "Bow Down/I Been On" was released onto Beyoncé's Soundcloud[image: External link] account.[10] "Bow Down", produced by Hit-Boy[image: External link], was written after Beyoncé woke up one morning with a chant stuck in her head, feeling angry and defensive.[9][11] This was melded with a Timbaland[image: External link]-produced second half, "I Been On", that makes prominent use of a pitch[image: External link]-distorted vocal as a homage to the Houston hip hop scene.[12][nb 3] Michael Cragg of The Guardian described the song as "brilliantly odd", commending its loud, abrasive production,[10] while Pitchfork[image: External link]'s Lindsay Zoladz noted the song's assertiveness and believed it served as an introduction of what was to come.[12] "Bow Down/I Been On" was perceived as a significant departure from Beyoncé's existing catalogue, particularly for its aggressive nature.[10][12] The song's atmosphere and its controversial "Bow down, bitches" refrain[image: External link] drew a mixed reaction from those who questioned whether the lyric was aimed at women or merely a moment of braggadocio[image: External link].[9][14] Beyoncé clarified after the album's release, where elements of "Bow Down" appear on the track "Flawless", that the song and its refrain were intended as a statement of female empowerment.[9]

Neither Beyoncé or her representatives commented on the release of "Bow Down/I Been On", and many journalists questioned the nature of its release in the context of the release of her upcoming album.[12] Further confusion was created when portions of other tracks, "Grown Woman" and "Standing on the Sun", were used for television advertising campaigns, with a similar lack of explanation as to their purpose.[15] Through much of 2013 the media intermittently reported that the album was delayed or scrapped, with one story alleging Beyoncé had scrapped fifty songs in favor of starting again. In July 2013, a spokesperson for Beyoncé denied speculation that her album had been delayed, stating there was no official release date to begin with and that when a date is set, it would be announced via an official press release.[16] There was considerable confusion among music journalists and fans as Beyoncé engaged in extensive touring, while not discussing the album or its release.[8][15]
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 Recording




Recording sessions began in the summer of 2012 in The Hamptons[image: External link], New York, where Beyoncé and her husband Jay Z were living.[7][17] She invited producers and songwriters to accompany them, including Sia,[18] Timbaland, Justin Timberlake and The-Dream.[7] Beyoncé described the atmosphere as unconventional, saying, "we had dinners with the producers every day, like a family... it was like a camp. Weekends off. You could go and jump in the pool and ride bikes... the ocean and grass and sunshine... it was really a safe place."[7] She would spend the majority of her day with her newborn daughter, taking some hours out to record music. The album's opening track "Pretty Hurts[image: External link]", co-written by Sia, was completed during these sessions.[11][18] The project was suspended until 2013 and relocated to New York City's Jungle City[image: External link] and Oven[image: External link] studios where most of the album was recorded.[11] In an interview for Vogue in January 2013, Jason Gay described Beyoncé's attention to detail as "obsessive" when observing her studio, noting the vision boards she created for inspiration, which contained potential song titles, old album covers and pictures of performances.[7]

In mid-2013, a relatively unknown artist Boots[image: External link], signed a publishing deal with Jay-Z's Roc Nation[image: External link]. In an interview for Pitchfork after the album's release, Boots was coy when answering questions about how Beyoncé discovered his demo or of his work previous to the project, only confirming his signing. In June 2013, they met in person for the first time and Boots presented Beyoncé with material he felt would resonate with her. However, Beyoncé was more interested in his experimental material, and he reluctantly played her the his song "Haunted" on his cellphone. She refused to ignore its potential. At a later meeting, he played her a stream of consciousness[image: External link] rap called "Ghost", which he wrote after an exasperating meeting with a potential record label. Boots began by composing a melody[image: External link] that reminded him of a hypnotic state, then layering guitar arpeggios[image: External link] to resemble the work of English electronic musician Aphex Twin[image: External link]. Subsequently, "Ghost" became the first half of "Haunted"; he later described Beyoncé as the "only visionary in the room" for her ability to find potential in scraps of songs. Following these sessions, Boots would go on to work on eighty percent of Beyoncé.[19]

While recording in New York City, the previously released "Bow Down" was incorporated into a track that became "Flawless".[22] During its composition, Beyoncé chose to interpolate[image: External link] a portion of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's TED talk[image: External link] "We Should All Be Feminists" into it as she identified with her interpretations of feminism[image: External link].[23] Organic approaches were taken when writing and recording "Drunk in Love" and "Partition". When working with Detail[image: External link] and Timbaland on a beat that became "Drunk in Love", she was inspired by what she described as pure enjoyment, as both she and Jay-Z free-styled[image: External link] their verses for the track in the studio. Similarly, the bassline of " Partition[image: External link]", which Beyoncé found reminiscent of hip hop music during her early romance with Jay-Z, influenced her to accompany the track with sexual lyrics.[18] She took to a microphone without pen and paper and rapped the first verse, finding herself initially embarrassed by the explicitness of the lyrics. When composing "Partition", a rap known as "Yoncé" was used as the opening of the track, the beat of which was built by Justin Timberlake banging on buckets in the studio.[24]

Only four songs were not recorded entirely in New York studios: " Superpower[image: External link]" and "Heaven" which were partially recorded in California, as well as "No Angel[image: External link]" which was composed in London and "XO" in Berlin and Sydney.[11] Although the demo of "XO" was recorded when Beyoncé had contracted a sinus infection[image: External link], the vocals were never rerecorded as she felt their imperfections fit more appropriately.[25] In October, the album began taking shape and "Standing on the Sun" and "Grown Woman" were removed[nb 5]—songs which had been previewed in 2013 on television advertisements—from Beyoncé to fit in with its minimalist approach.[26] During Thanksgiving week, the vocals on the album were edited and producers were notified to submit their final cuts.[26] Beyoncé spent less time on vocal production than she had done with her previous projects, instead focusing on perfecting the album's music.[25] Beyoncé was mastered at Sterling Sound in New York.[11] In total, 80 songs were recorded for the album.[27]
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Beyoncé first considered the idea of creating a "visual album" in June 2013, when only three or four songs had been completed.[28] Explaining her motivation, she said she would often connect images, childhood memories, emotions and fantasies to songs she was in the midst of composing, and that she "wanted people to hear the songs with the story that's in my head as that's what makes it mine". She highlighted the "immersive experience" of Michael Jackson's Thriller[image: External link] (1982) as the principal influence for creating a body work that would mean "people would hear things differently and [...] actually be able to see the whole vision of the album".[29]

The videos were filmed between June and November 2013 in various countries as the singer traveled on her world tour.[17] Todd Tourso, who directed[image: External link] the videos for "Jealous" and "Heaven", served as the creative director for the entire project.[28] Much of his role concerned liaising between Beyoncé, who for most videos already had concepts, and the respective directors who also had propositions. As most videos were shot outside of the US, the crew surrounding the videos was small, consisting only of Tourso, the director of photography and producer, as well as Beyoncé and her stylist, make-up artist and security.[28] When filming in public, Beyoncé would wear in-ear headphones instead of having the music played out loud, in order to maintain the secrecy of the project and prevent any songs leaking.[30] By the time of post-production[image: External link], the songwriting process began to converge with the content of the visuals and Beyoncé would watch unedited[image: External link] footage to fit the music to them. "Flawless", "Rocket" and "Mine" were noted as having been changed by their visual counterparts, Tourso commenting that "she would rewrite some lines, or she would add certain audio, or she would add bridges" and believed that "it would complete the picture of where the audio needed to go".[9]

Several videos were intended to demonstrate the album's central theme of "finding the beauty in imperfection". While working on "Flawless", Beyoncé was reminded of her loss on television competition Star Search as a child, which she saw as a defining moment in her career, and believed that the competition had taught her how to embrace imperfection in the future.[23] The theme was represented in the videos by the recurring use of trophies, which the singer saw as referencing "all of the sacrifice I have made as a kid, all of the time that I lost".[23] It was also carried into how the visuals were created, with the videos for "Drunk in Love", "Yoncé", "No Angel", "XO" and "Blue" shot without prior preparation, as the singer found enjoyment in the spontaneity of the filming locations and in resisting the urge to perfect them.[27] Noting some of the visuals' explicit content and exposure of her body, Beyoncé said she found shooting them liberating and expressed her intention to demonstrate sexuality as a power that women should have, and not lose after becoming a mother. She went on to say, "I know finding my sensuality, getting back into my body, being proud of growing up, it was important to me that I expressed that... I know that there are so many women who feel the same way".[18]
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Beyoncé is a fourteen track set with seventeen short films: a video for each audio track, two extra videos to accompany the two-part tracks "Haunted" and "Partition", as well as a bonus video for "Grown Woman", which lacks an equivalent audio counterpart.[11] Departing from the traditional R&B leanings of its predecessor, 4 (2011),[31] Beyoncé's songs are predominantly alternative R&B[image: External link].[32][nb 6] Hence, musically, the album may be located in the post-dubstep era,[34] fusing electronic music[image: External link] with R&B and soul[image: External link].[35][36][37] The album's dark, moody production[34] is more textured[image: External link] than previous releases[20] and songs are characterized by heavy bass[image: External link] and loud hi-hats[image: External link], as well as prominent synthesizers.[31] A quality of restraint features among most songs "with subdued pulses, ambient effects and throbbing grooves that sneak up on you, threatening to explode but only occasionally transforming".[38]

The album adopts unconventional song structure[image: External link] and as Evan Rytlewski of The A.V. Club notes, many songs "[emphasize] moody, shifting beats and drawn-out vibe sessions" and are left to slowly unfurl.[39] This is particularly prominent on "Haunted" and "Partition" which function as two-part suites.[20] The dream[image: External link]-like state created on "Haunted" is ushered in with a stream of consciousness rap entitled "Ghost" which transitions from "smoky ethereality to off-kilter club beat",[31] amid a shifting bassline[image: External link] and ghostly keyboards.[21] "Partition" begins with "Yoncé", a slick rap set over a simple Middle Eastern rhythm.[21] The song is divided by a brief interlude of camera clicks and the whirring of a car window, before launching into a second-half that melds synthesizer pulses with finger snaps to create a Southern hip hop bassline.[18][36][40] Over this, the song follows a candid narrative that describes sex in the back of a limousine when travelling to a nightclub.[36][40]

Several critics noted the album's extensive exploration of sexuality[image: External link].[38][41] Having been a singer since the age of nine, Beyoncé felt "stifled" by the perception she was a role model for young children, and now into her thirties, believed she had "earned the right to [...] express any and every side of [her]self".[42] Addressing the album's sexual content specifically, the singer said "I don't at all have any shame about being sexual and I'm not embarrassed about it and I don't feel like I have to protect that side of me."[18] Several critics described Beyoncé's sex songs as a celebration of monogamous love[image: External link].[22][32][37] "Drunk in Love" is a duet with her husband Jay Z, and features lyrics heavily laden with double entendres[image: External link] that explore lust[image: External link] within their sexual relationship.[38] It fuses intermittent trap[image: External link] beats with heavy bass,[40] skittering synthesizers and drums,[43] and Arabic-scale[image: External link] vocal arpeggios[image: External link].[44] Beyoncé's vocals are diverse, including a melodramatic chorus sung in her upper register and a half-rapped second verse.[22] " Blow[image: External link]" veers from a thumping jazz beat[45] created with sparse piano chords[21] and guitars[46] to a "swinging electro-funk groove"[21] with elements of neo-disco.[37] Its erotic, tongue-in-cheek[image: External link] lyrics include a running cunnilingus metaphor of "licking Skittles[image: External link]" in its chorus.[31] The slow-jam " Rocket[image: External link]" is a homage to D'Angelo[image: External link]'s soul-infused "Untitled (How Does It Feel)[image: External link]" (2000).[36][47] Described by Entertainment Weekly's Nick Catucci as a "slippery, six-and-a-half-minute funk excursion",[40] Beyoncé adopts a slow, harmonious vocal[36] as she instructs her love interest to watch her perform a striptease[image: External link].[48]

Much like her previous albums, the record is feminist[image: External link], with greater exploration of gender issues[image: External link] and conflated with "an unwavering look at black female sexual agency."[36][41][50] Soraya McDonald of The Washington Post viewed Beyoncé as significant to black feminism[image: External link] as it celebrates black female sexuality in mainstream music and in the context of hip hop, where it is typically only shown through the male perspective.[50] The album's most explicit commentary on gender is the three-part "Flawless". It opens with the earlier released "Bow Down", before seguing into an excerpt of a speech by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie on the socialization of girls.[31][36] The final part uses a staccato[image: External link], trap beat[31] as Beyoncé reflects on her own feminist attitudes, encouraging self-acceptance among women and criticizing misogynist sentiments.[48][51]

Other songs allude to darker themes of fear and personal insecurities. Beyoncé noted that the album displayed "sides of [her] that only a few people had seen", adding that "all of us want happiness... sometimes you have to take the insecurities to get to the secure place. And all of those things I feel happy to express".[42] Caitlin White of The 405 believed the songs as "hold forth on the most important issues in a woman's life by delving into [the singer's] personal experience with them".[48] "Jealous" addresses fidelity[image: External link] and features lyrics in which the protagonist experiences "promises, suspicion and potential revenge".[36] It contains an "uncanny mix of tones and styles", most prominently a morose bassline replete with electronic yelps.[22] "Mine", a futuristic R&B[image: External link] song[37] with jazz elements,[21] is self-reflective, with lyrics that reference marital strife and difficulties with postnatal depression[image: External link].[39] The neo soul[image: External link] song "Pretty Hurts" is a self-empowerment anthem that decries society's obsession with harmful and unattainable standards of beauty.[22][36][41] The song uses audio snippets of beauty pageants[image: External link] which Beyoncé contested in to frame the song in the context of her childhood.[36]

Beyoncé's vocal production is diverse; several songs are half-rapped and half-sung with particular use of falsetto[image: External link].[22] The Telegraph's Neil McCormick[image: External link] notes that while the singer uses her expansive vocal range[image: External link], unlike her previous releases, she restrains from belting and vocal runs[image: External link] as to increase tension in the music.[38] "No Angel", a chillwave[image: External link] song[20] with influences of minimalist hip hop music,[38] is noted for its use of the falsetto[image: External link] vocal register,[22] with a delivery that is "threatening to fray".[21] The doo wop[image: External link]-inspired duet with Frank Ocean[image: External link] "Superpower" is sung in the lower register of both singers, while employing girl group harmonies[image: External link] similar to Beyoncé's work in Destiny's Child.[21][36][38] The love song "XO" uses several vocal techniques to evoke a celebration of love and life,[52] including echo[image: External link][53] and several hooks[image: External link].[54] Its ascending chorus lines[image: External link] use call and response[image: External link], as well as backing vocals of a sing-along[image: External link] crowd, as Beyoncé sings of how her "darkest nights" are enlightened by her lover's face.[55] The album's closing tracks are midtempo[image: External link] ballads[image: External link] "Heaven" and "Blue". "Heaven" is an emotive, piano-led hymn with gospel[image: External link] elements,[21][36] while "Blue" is built on a piano melody over which Beyoncé sings of the love for her daughter, using her full vocal range.[22][40]
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 Release and reaction







I miss that immersive experience, now people only listen to a few seconds of song on their iPods and they don't really invest in the whole experience. It's all about the single, and the hype. It's so much that gets between the music and the art and the fans. I felt like, I don't want anybody to get the message, when my record is coming out. I just want this to come out when it's ready and from me to my fans.





—Beyoncé discussing her intention behind Beyoncé's unconventional release.[56]


Throughout 2013, Beyoncé worked on the project in strict secrecy, sharing details of the album with a small circle of people and continually shifting the deadline, which was only finalized a week before its release.[26] She later explained that her intent was to reinstate the idea of an album release as a significant, exciting event which had lost meaning in the face of hype created around singles[image: External link].[29]

Tourso was tasked with designing Beyoncé's album cover, which he found difficult considering it was a visual album and thus "inundated with imagery". Over three months he considered over a hundred options, only to proceed with his very first idea. He was inspired by the cover of Metallica[image: External link]'s 1991 eponymous fifth album[image: External link] to create a bold statement, specifically to deviate from a "beauty shot" of Beyoncé which he felt would be expected. He used a font similar to placards used in boxing matches to represent abrasive masculinity, which was contrasted by the greyish-pink font which he described as "a subversion of femininity".[9]

In early December 2013, Beyoncé and her management company Parkwood Entertainment held meetings concerning its release with executives from Columbia Records and the iTunes Store, using the code name "Lily" for the album.[26] Meetings were also held with Facebook[image: External link] executives in regard to advertising that resulted in the album benefiting from the social network's then new "Auto Play" feature for videos.[57] On December 9, 2013, Rob Stringer[image: External link], Chairman of Columbia Records, knowingly told media that the album would be released at some point in 2014 and it would be "monumental".[58] On December 13, 2013, the album was released in the early hours of the morning without any prior announcement or promotion exclusively on the iTunes Store. The singer commented that she was "bored" of her music being marketed as it had been done previously, and wanted its release to be a different experience for her fans.[59] The album was available exclusively on iTunes Stores until December 20, 2013, when physical copies were distributed to other retailers.[60] Parkwood Entertainment had a 72-hour turnaround from the moment the album was released online to prepare its physical release.[57]

As soon as the album became exclusively available to iTunes Stores, Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] handed down an edict that forbade retailers to put the album up for pre-order, as to further protect the exclusivity with iTunes.[61] It was then reported that US retailers Target[image: External link] and Amazon[image: External link][61] refused to sell the physical copy of the album. According to a Target spokesperson, the store was only interested in retailing albums which were released digitally and physically simultaneously.[62] On December 21, 2013, all the videos from the album were screened at the SVA Theater[image: External link] in New York.[63]

The surprising release caused "hilarious, honest and hysterical" reaction among Beyoncé's fans,[64] and "shock" among other musicians.[65] According to data provided by Twitter, the release generated over 1.2 million tweets in 12 hours.[65] Rolling Stone's Rob Sheffield[image: External link] wrote, "Beyoncé has delivered countless surprises in her 15 years on top of the music world, but she's never dropped a bombshell like this... The whole project is a celebration of the Beyoncé Philosophy, which basically boils down to the fact that Beyoncé can do anything the hell she wants to."[37] Peter Robinson[image: External link] of The Guardian hailed the shock release as "Beyoncégeddon", describing it as a "major triumph [...] a masterclass in both exerting and relinquishing control."[66] Forbes' Zack O'Malley Greenburg included Beyoncé on his "Music Industry Winners 2013" list, noting that the singer "didn't make use of any of the perks of [being signed to a large record label]—the "machine" we're told is so necessary. There was no radio promotion, no single, no advance press of any kind".[67]
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 Promotion




After the album's release, Beyoncé performed "XO" during the remaining stops of the North American leg of The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour in December 2013.[68][69] In early 2014, she performed "Drunk in Love" for the first time at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link] on January 26.[70] " XO[image: External link]"'s first televised performance was at the 2014[image: External link] BRIT Awards on February 19, marking her first performance at the ceremony since the one held in 2004[image: External link].[71][72][73] Later that month, songs from the album were added to the set list of the second European leg of The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour.[74] All the music videos from the album were screened at the 2014 Los Angeles Film Festival[image: External link] on June 13 along with commentary from three of the videos' directors who were present at the ceremony.[75] To further promote the album, Beyoncé embarked on her first co-headlining stadium tour with Jay-Z.[76] The On the Run Tour kicked off in Miami on June 25, 2014 and ended in Paris on September 13, 2014.[76][77] A pre-recorded performance of "Partition" from the tour was broadcast at the 2014 BET Awards[image: External link] on June 29.[78] Beyoncé performed a sixteen-minute medley of the album's songs at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards on August 24.[79]
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 Singles




Two lead singles were released from Beyoncé. "XO" impacted contemporary hit radio[image: External link] (CHR) in Italy and hot adult contemporary[image: External link] radio in the United States on December 16, 2013.[80][81] The following day, it impacted US urban[image: External link], rhythmic[image: External link] and CHR stations.[82][83][84] "XO" peaked at number forty-five on the US Billboard Hot 100 and reached the top twenty in charts around the world.[85] Accompanying the release of "XO", the other lead single "Drunk in Love" was serviced to US urban radio stations on December 17, 2013.[86] It peaked at number two on the US Billboard Hot 100 and number one on the US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs and Rhythmic[image: External link] charts.[87] "Drunk in Love" also peaked at number seven in New Zealand and number nine in France and the United Kingdom.[88][89] The song was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America, denoting sales of one million digital copies.[90]

"Partition" impacted US urban radio on February 25, 2014 as the album's third single.[91] It peaked at number twenty-three on the US Billboard Hot 100 and number one on the US Hot Dance Club Songs[image: External link] chart.[85][92] On April 24, 2014, the music video for the fourth single "Pretty Hurts" was made available for streaming via Time magazine's official website to accompany Beyoncé's feature as one of the world's most influential people.[93] The song impacted US CHR and rhythmic radio on June 10, 2014[94] and UK mainstream radio on June 23, 2014.[95]
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Beyoncé received widespread acclaim from critics. At Metacritic, which assigns a weighted mean[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream publications, the album received an average score of 85, based on 34 reviews.[97] Critics generally commended the album as thematically and musically bold, as well as emphasizing its visual aspect and surprise release; many said it was her magnum opus[image: External link].[20][21][22][98]

The album's exploration of sexuality was particularly well received by reviewers. The New York Times' chief critic Jon Pareles[image: External link] described the tracks as "steamy and sleek, full of erotic exploits and sultry vocals" noting that "every so often, for variety, they turn vulnerable, compassionate or pro-feminist".[36] Caitlin White, writing for The 405, characterized Beyoncé as a feminist text. She noted that the tracks demonstrate Beyoncé's desire to retain complete sexual agency, while also forgoing the expectations of pop songcraft by placing female pleasure at the forefront unquestioningly.[48] Robert Christgau[image: External link] admired the album's "sex sequence" of songs, where for "over seven well-differentiated tracks", Beyoncé "performs the unlikely feat of conveying an open-ended eroticism that varies because [she] knows eroticism does, for each of us in our individual responses as well as for her".[101] PopMatters[image: External link]' David Amidon similarly praised the album's honest, highly sexual nature, observing it was "her first attempt at bridging an audience, making music that makes the men want to hear what she has to say and the women feel like they can say it to men as well".[102]

Other reviews recognized that the album eschewed contemporary R&B in favor of more experimental compositions. Pitchfork Media[image: External link] writer Carrie Battan wrote that Beyoncé was "exploring sounds and ideas at the grittier margins of popular music" and rejecting "traditional pop structures in favor of atmosphere".[32] Spin[image: External link]'s Anupa Mistry felt it was "more textured than its predecessors in both sound and content", and applauded the singer's transition to a maturer sound of "big-hook message pop, multi-directional, mood-shifting suites and delicately resonant R&B ballads".[20] Noting the lack of "guaranteed hits", NME believed that the "low-key, moody production throws the spotlight on the words and the images brought to play" and described it as her most experimental work to date.[34] Rolling Stone's pop critic Rob Sheffield[image: External link] found Beyoncé's boldness among its best attributes, believing the album is at its "strongest when it goes for full-grown electro soul with an artsy boho edge".[37] Mikael Wood of Los Angeles Times[image: External link] highlighted a desire to push creative boundaries among the tracks and admired "how the music similarly blends the intimate and the extravagant",[47] while Entertainment Weekly writer Nick Catucci concluded that the album was characterized by "clashing impulses—between strength and escape, megapop and fresh sounds, big messages and resonant lyrics".[40]

Praise was also reserved for Beyoncé's vocal performance. The Telegraph's Neil McCormick declared Beyoncé as "one of the most technically gifted vocalists in pop" favoring her "gospel power, hip-hop flow and [huge] range". He was particularly complementary of the vocal restraint displayed across the tracks that was absent from previous releases.[38] Kitty Empire[image: External link] of The Observer noted the diverseness of her vocals on the album's up-tempo songs and found the singer ranging between "squeaky sexed-up falsettos, hood rat rapping, wordless ecstasies and effortless swoops".[41] Clash[image: External link] regarded her voice most effective on the album's ballads, where they commented on how diversely her vocals conveyed feelings of love and described her "power and control [as] breathtaking".[51]
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 Accolades




Despite being released in December when several publications had completed their year-end lists,[66] Beyoncé was ranked the best album of the year by Billboard,[103] Houston Chronicle[image: External link][104] and Los Angeles Times[image: External link],[105] while Spin ranked it the best R&B album of the year.[106] As of January 2015, Billboard also named Beyoncé as the second best album of the 2010s (so far).[107] The album ranked within the top 10 on lists by Associated Press[image: External link],[108] HitFix[image: External link],[109] MTV News[image: External link],[110] Club Fonograma[image: External link][111] and Digital Spy.[112] Beyoncé was ranked at number eleven on Metacritic's 25 best-reviewed albums of 2013 list.[113] In the annual Pazz and Jop[image: External link] mass critics poll of the year's best in music, the album was ranked number four.[114] Robert Christgau[image: External link], the poll's creator, ranked it eighteenth on his own year-end list.[115] Some publications included Beyoncé on their 2014 lists, and it was deemed the best album of the year by Vibe, Pretty Much Amazing and Nate Chinen of The New York Times.[116]Consequence of Sound[image: External link] listed the effort as the 18th best one from 2014[117] and Tiny Mix Tapes[image: External link], the 40th one.[118] Pitchfork[image: External link] named "BEYONCÉ" the 14th best album of the decade (2010-2014) so far,[119] FACT[image: External link] listed the album as the 9th best one from the same period.[120] Spin[image: External link] considered the album the 38th best one of the past 30 years (1985-2014)[121] and Q[image: External link] named it one of the greatest albums of the past 30 years.[122]"BEYONCÉ" was also included on the 2016 update of the 1001 Albums You Must Hear Before You Die[image: External link].[123]

The album was nominated for five Grammy Awards at the 2015 ceremony[image: External link] including Album of the Year, Best Urban Contemporary Album, Best Surround Sound Album and Best R&B Song and Best R&B Performance for "Drunk in Love",[124] winning the latter three. In a recreation of an infamous incident[image: External link] at the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards,[nb 7] Kanye West briefly appeared on stage during the presentation of the Album of the Year award to Beck's Morning Phase (2014) in protest of Beyoncé not winning.[126] While it initially appeared to be a joke as West returned to his seat, he said in comments following the ceremony that Beck "needs to respect artistry and he should have given his award to Beyoncé".[127] He later apologized for his comments.[128]

At the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards, Beyoncé was presented with the Video Vanguard Award for her work on the visual album, performing a sixteen-minute medley of its songs. Van Tofler, president and CEO of Viacom[image: External link], noted that their choice for the Vanguard Award was influenced by this project, saying, "when [she] put out the record and the way she did it in such a visual way, she was the most obvious choice".[79] She won a further three awards, Best Collaboration for "Drunk in Love" and Best Cinematography and Best Video with a Social Message for "Pretty Hurts".[129] The album was nominated for World's Best Album at the 2014 World Music Awards[image: External link] and Album of the Year[image: External link] at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards Japan[image: External link].[130][131] It also received two nominations at the 2014 Billboard Music Awards[image: External link] for Top Billboard 200 Album and Top R&B Album, while "Drunk in Love" was nominated for Top R&B Song.[132] At the 2014 mtvU[image: External link] Woodie Awards, Beyoncé won in the category Did It My Way Woodie, awarded for the album's release strategy.[133] It won in the category for Album of the Year at the 2014 Soul Train Music Awards[image: External link] and Favorite Soul/R&B Album[image: External link] at the American Music Awards of 2014[image: External link].[134][135]
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 Commercial performance




During its first day of release in the United States, Beyoncé sold 80,000 units in three hours[136] and a total of 430,000 digital copies within 24 hours.[137] In its second day, the album sold 120,000 units, which brought its two-day sales total to 550,000.[138] Billboard predicted it to sell around 600,000 digital copies by the end of the tracking week on December 15, 2013.[137] Beyoncé debuted at number one on the Billboard 200, with three-day sales of 617,213 digital copies.[139][140] This gave Beyoncé her fifth consecutive number-one album, making her the first female artist to have her first five studio albums debut atop the chart.[140] It also became the largest debut sales week for a female artist in 2013, and the highest debut sales week of her solo career. The album also gave her the three largest sales weeks by any female and she became the only female to sell 300,000 copies within a week in 2013 and became the first person this decade to score 300,000 copies in each of its first 3 weeks.[140][141] Beyoncé marks the fourth-largest sales week of an album during 2013, behind Justin Timberlake's The 20/20 Experience[image: External link], Eminem's The Marshall Mathers LP 2[image: External link] and Drake's Nothing Was the Same[image: External link].[140]

In its second week, the album remained at number one, selling an additional 374,000 copies.[142] Ten days after its release, Beyoncé had sold 991,000 copies in the US, making it the best-selling album by a female artist in 2013.[142][143] A third week at number-one with sales of 310,000 copies brought the album's US sales to 1.3 million after 17 days of release,[144] positioning it as the eighth best-selling album of the year, and the first to enter the year-end top 10 based on just three weeks of sales availability in the Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link] era.[145] In its fourth week, sales reached 1.43 million, surpassing the total sales of Beyoncé's previous album, 4, which was released in 2011 and had sold 1.39 million in total in the two years since its release.[146] Following Beyoncé performing at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards, sales of the album in the US increased by 181%.[147] The record sold 878,000 copies in the US in 2014 alone, becoming the sixth best-selling album of the year.[148] As of December 2015, Beyoncé has sold 2.3 million copies in the US[149] and has been certified double platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).[150]

On December 16, Apple[image: External link] announced that Beyoncé was the fastest selling album in the history of the iTunes Store, both in the US and worldwide.[139] It sold 828,773 digital copies worldwide in its first three days, and topped the iTunes Store charts in 104 countries.[139] The record was broken by Adele's 25[image: External link] in November 2015, which sold more than 900,000 copies through the iTunes Store on its first day of release.[151] Six days after its release, Beyoncé had sold one million digital copies on iTunes Stores worldwide.[152] Beyoncé debuted at number five on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] on December 15, with two-day sales of 67,858 digital copies.[153][154] The Official Charts Company's chief executive Martin Talbot noted that "few (if any) albums have sold as many digital copies in such a short space of time."[154] In its fifth week, the album climbed to a new peak of number two.[155] It was certified platinum by the British Phonographic Industry[image: External link] (BPI) on February 7, 2014 denoting shipments of 300,000 copies.[156] As of April 2016, Beyoncé has sold 505,000 copies in the UK.[2]

The album entered the Canadian Albums Chart[image: External link] at number one, with 35,000 digital copies sold.[157] It debuted at number 24 on the French Albums Chart[image: External link] with two-days sales of 12,100 digital copies, and peaked at number 13 in its fifth week.[158] In New Zealand, Beyoncé debuted at number two and was certified gold by Recorded Music NZ[image: External link] for sales of 7,500 copies;[159] it was later certified platinum.[160] The album debuted atop the Netherlands' Dutch Albums Chart[image: External link], giving Beyoncé her first number-one album in the country.[161] In Australia, Beyoncé entered the ARIA Albums Chart[image: External link] at number two, with first-week sales of 31,102 digital copies.[162] The album topped the chart in its third week, becoming Beyoncé's first number-one album in Australia.[163] It spent three consecutive weeks at number one and was certified platinum by the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA) for shipping 70,000 copies.[164] According to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI), in the last 19 days of 2013, the album sold 2.3 million units worldwide, becoming the tenth best-selling album of 2013.[165] The album also went on to become the twentieth best-selling album of 2014.[166] As of November 2014, Beyoncé has sold over 5 million copies worldwide[2] and has generated over 1 billion streams, as of March 2015.[167]
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 Legacy




Beyoncé and her surprise release inspired a shift in the music industry where other artists began releasing music sans prior notice, like Drake's ''If You're Reading This It's Too Late[image: External link]'' mixtape[image: External link] and Kendrick Lamar's ''Untitled Unmastered[image: External link]'',[168] Beyoncé made the marketing strategy of releasing with little or no notice a major trend after the release of the album. This has been widely discussed and even is the primary focus of a Beyoncé case study at Harvard[image: External link]'s School of Business.[169] ''Pull a Beyoncé'' became a part of the music industry vernacular.

Beyoncé's decision to release the album on a Friday as opposed to the traditional Tuesday to resounding success was also an influencing point in the industry's decision to change the global release date: Billboard, Feb. 2015: After seven months of semi-public back-and-forth, a conversation instigated in part by Aussie piracy and Beyonce's surprise release in December 2013 has resulted in the global recording industry accepting Friday as the release date for new albums. As reported in August, the shift will take place this summer.[170] Time Magazine named Beyoncé as one of the most influential people of 2014 due to the album release and wrote: ''Beyoncé doesn’t just sit at the table. She builds a better one. Today she sits at the head of the boardroom table at Parkwood Entertainment. In December, she took the world by surprise when she released a new album, complete with videos, and announced it on Facebook and Instagram. Beyoncé shattered music-industry rules – and sales records''.[171]

In Self-Titled specifically, though throughout the performance of her public persona, Beyoncé makes the tenets of feminism accessible to a wider audience by claiming them as her own. In her role as a Black woman, professional, mother, and proud feminist, Beyoncé effectively has shifted mainstream feminism towards a more intersectional practice. Rather than dissociate from mainstream feminism, as many Black feminists of the past have done (due to its exclusionary practices and ignorance of racism and patriarchy's intersection), Beyoncé changes the conversation and mainstream feminism to better suit her own needs. As a widely revered public figure, Beyoncé influences cultural understandings of power and privilege in regards to race and gender, and in claiming feminism as her own, she combats many pervasive stereotypes. And, in speaking out against these hierarchies in the widely popular Self-Titled, Beyoncé contributes to Black feminist discourse in an impactful way.[172]

Australian firm Elenberg Fraser[image: External link] has won planning approval for a 226-metre-high Melbourne[image: External link] skyscraper that will feature a curvaceous form taken from the ''Ghost'' music video by Beyoncé.[173]
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 Track listing




Credits adapted from the liner notes of Beyoncé.[11][174]



	Beyoncé – Disc one (Audio)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Pretty Hurts[image: External link]"
	


	Sia Furler[image: External link]

	Beyoncé Knowles

	Joshua Coleman[image: External link]






	


	Ammo[image: External link]

	Knowles






	4:17



	2.
	"Haunted"
	


	Jordan Asher[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Boots[image: External link]

	Knowles






	6:09



	3.
	"Drunk in Love" (featuring Jay Z)
	


	Noel Fisher[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Shawn Carter

	Andre Eric Proctor[image: External link]

	Rasool Diaz

	Brian Soko[image: External link]

	Timothy Mosley[image: External link]

	Jerome Harmon[image: External link]






	


	Detail[image: External link]

	The Order

	Knowles

	
Timbaland[image: External link][b]


	
J-Roc[image: External link][b]


	Boots[b]







	5:23



	4.
	" Blow[image: External link]"
	


	Pharrell Williams

	Knowles

	James Fauntleroy[image: External link]

	Mosley

	Harmon

	Justin Timberlake

	Terius Nash






	


	Williams

	Knowles

	Timbaland[a]

	J-Roc[a]






	5:09



	5.
	"No Angel[image: External link]"
	


	Caroline Polachek[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Patrick Wimberly[image: External link]

	Fauntleroy






	


	Polachek

	Knowles

	Boots[b]






	3:48



	6.
	" Partition[image: External link]"
	


	Terius Nash

	Knowles

	Timberlake

	Mosley

	Harmon

	Dwane Weir[image: External link]

	Mike Dean[image: External link]






	


	Timbaland

	J-Roc

	Timberlake

	Knowles

	Key Wane[image: External link]

	Mike Dean[b]


	Boots[b]







	5:19



	7.
	" Jealous[image: External link]"
	


	Fisher

	Knowles

	Proctor

	Diaz

	Soko

	Asher

	Lyrica Anderson[image: External link]






	


	Detail

	The Order

	Knowles

	Boots[b]

	Hit-Boy[image: External link][b]

	HazeBanga[b]


	Proctor[b]







	3:04



	8.
	" Rocket[image: External link]"
	


	Miguel Jontel Pimentel[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Timberlake

	Mosley

	Harmon

	Fauntleroy






	


	Timbaland

	Knowles

	J-Roc[a]






	6:31



	9.
	" Mine[image: External link]" (featuring Drake[image: External link])
	


	Noah Shebib[image: External link]

	Aubrey Graham[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Jordan Kenneth Cooke Ullman[image: External link]

	Sidney "Omen" Brown[image: External link]

	Weir






	


	Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link]

	Knowles[c]


	
Majid Jordan[image: External link][b]


	Brown[b]







	6:18



	10.
	" XO[image: External link]"
	


	Nash

	Ryan Tedder[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Nash

	Tedder

	Knowles

	Hit-Boy[b]

	HazeBanga[b]






	3:35



	11.
	"***Flawless" (featuring Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie)
	


	Nash

	Knowles

	Chauncey Hollis[image: External link]

	Rey Reel

	Rashad Muhammad






	


	Hit-Boy

	Knowles

	Rey Reel[a]

	HazeBanga[a]

	Boots[b]






	4:10



	12.
	" Superpower[image: External link]" (featuring Frank Ocean[image: External link])
	


	Williams

	Frank Ocean[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Williams

	Knowles[c]

	Boots[b]






	4:36



	13.
	" Heaven[image: External link]"
	


	Asher

	Knowles






	


	Boots

	Knowles






	3:50



	14.
	"Blue" (featuring Blue Ivy)
	


	Asher

	Knowles






	


	Boots

	Knowles






	4:26



	Total length:
	66:35






	Beyoncé – Disc two (Visual)



	No.
	Title
	Director(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Pretty Hurts"
	Melina Matsoukas[image: External link]
	7:04



	2.
	"Ghost"
	Pierre Debusschere
	2:31



	3.
	"Haunted"
	Jonas Åkerlund[image: External link]
	5:21



	4.
	"Drunk in Love" (featuring Jay Z)
	Hype Williams[image: External link]
	6:21



	5.
	"Blow"
	Williams
	5:25



	6.
	"No Angel"
	@lilinternet
	3:53



	7.
	"Yoncé"
	Ricky Saiz
	2:02



	8.
	"Partition"
	Jake Nava[image: External link]
	3:49



	9.
	"Jealous"
	Beyoncé Knowles, Francesco Carrozzini[image: External link], Todd Tourso
	3:26



	10.
	"Rocket"
	Knowles, Ed Burke, Bill Kirstein
	4:30



	11.
	"Mine" (featuring Drake)
	Dubusschere
	4:59



	12.
	"XO"
	Terry Richardson[image: External link]
	3:35



	13.
	"***Flawless" (featuring Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie)
	Nava
	4:12



	14.
	"Superpower" (featuring Frank Ocean)
	Åkerlund
	5:24



	15.
	"Heaven"
	Knowles, Tourso
	3:55



	16.
	"Blue" (featuring Blue Ivy)
	Knowles, Burke, Kirstein
	4:35



	17.
	"Credits"
	 
	2:34



	18.
	"Grown Woman" (bonus video)
	Nava
	4:24



	Total length:
	78:00




Notes


	
^[a] signifies a co-producer

	
^[b] signifies an additional producer

	
^[c] signifies a vocal producer

	"Haunted" contains two parts – "Ghost" and "Haunted". Though presented as one song on audio, it is split into two separate videos.

	"No Angel" is stylized as "Angel" on the back of CD editions.

	"Partition" contains two parts – "Yoncé" and "Partition". Though presented as one song on audio, it is split into two separate videos.

	"Flawless" is stylized as "***Flawless"

	"Flawless" contains two parts – "Bow Down" and "Flawless", which are presented as one song, and one video. "Bow Down" was initially part of a previously recorded song entitled "Bow Down/I Been On".

	"Grown Woman" is presented after the credits on DVD while it is presented before the credits in digital format.

	"Grown Woman" is written by Mosley, Kelly Sheehan[image: External link], Knowles, Nash, Chris Godbey, Harmon, Darryl Pearson, and Garland Mosley. It is produced by Timbaland, with co-production by Harmon.



Sample credits


	"Partition" contains an interpolation of the French-dubbed version of the 1998 film The Big Lebowski[image: External link], performed by Hajiba Fahmy.

	"Flawless" contains portions of the speech "We should all be feminists", written and delivered by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.

	"Heaven" contains portions of "The Lord's Prayer[image: External link]" in Spanish, performed by Melissa Vargas.
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 Personnel




Credits adapted from Beyoncé's website.[11]

Performers and musicians



	
Beyoncé – lead vocals, background vocals

	
Jay Z – lead vocals (track 3)


	
Drake[image: External link] – vocals (track 9)


	
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – spoken word voices (track 11)


	
Frank Ocean[image: External link] – lead vocals (track 12)


	Blue Ivy Carter – additional vocals (track 14)


	
Boots[image: External link] – background vocals (tracks 2, 3, 7, 12), piano (track 14), drums (track 14), guitar (track 14), keyboards (track 14)


	
Pharrell Williams – background vocals (track 4)


	
Timbaland[image: External link] – background vocals (track 4)


	
Justin Timberlake – background vocals (tracks 6, 8)


	
Terius "The Dream" Nash – background vocals (tracks 6, 10), additional piano (track 10)


	
Ryan Tedder[image: External link] – background vocals (track 10)


	
Kelly Rowland – background vocals (track 12)


	
Michelle Williams – background vocals (track 12)


	
Sia[image: External link] - background vocals (track 1)


	
Stefan Skarbek[image: External link] – background vocals (track 12)


	Kwane Wyatt – additional background vocals (track 2)


	Hajiba Fahmy - spoken word voices performed by (track 6)


	Melissa Vargas – "The Lord's Prayer" reciting (track 13)


	Katty Rodriguez – horns (track 4)


	Adison Evans – horns (track 4)


	Crystal Torres – horns (track 4)


	Mike Scott – guitar (track 8)


	Dwayne Wright – bass (track 8)


	Margot – violin played by, violin arrangement (tracks 12, 14)


	
Steven Wolf[image: External link] – live drums (track 14)






Technical personnel



	
Beyoncé – executive production, music production (tracks 1–8, 10-11, 13-14), vocal production

	
Ammo[image: External link] – music production (track 1)


	
Boots[image: External link] – music production (tracks 2, 13-14), additional production (tracks 3, 5–7, 11-12), recording (tracks 2, 13, 14), instruments (tracks 2, 3, 7, 11, 13), additional arranging (track 11)


	
Noel "Detail" Fisher[image: External link] – music production (tracks 3, 7)


	
Pharrell Williams – production (tracks 4, 12)


	
Caroline Polachek[image: External link] – music production (track 5), recording (track 5), synths and drum machine (track 5)


	
Timbaland[image: External link] – music production (tracks 6, 8), additional production (track 3), co-production (track 4)


	
Jerome Harmon[image: External link] – music production (track 6), additional production (track 3), co-production (tracks 4, 8)


	
Justin Timberlake – music production (track 6), background vocals (tracks 6, 8)


	
Key Wane[image: External link] – music production (track 6), intro keys and intro music programming (track 9)


	
Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link] – music production (track 9), recording (track 9)


	
Terius "The Dream" Nash – music production (track 10)


	
Ryan Tedder[image: External link] – music production (track 10), recording (track 10), music programming and other instruments (track 10)


	
Hit-Boy[image: External link] – music production (track 11), additional music production (tracks 7, 10), additional drum machine (track 2)


	Rey Reel – co-production (track 11)


	Brian Soko – additional production (track 3)


	
Mike Dean[image: External link] – additional music production (track 6)


	Andre Proctor – additional music production (track 7)


	
Majid Jordan[image: External link] – additional music production (track 9)


	
Sidney "Omen" Brown[image: External link] – additional music production (track 9), additional drum machine (track 9)


	Stuart White – recording (all tracks), mixing (tracks 2, 3, 4, 6, 11, 13), digital editing and musical arrangement (tracks 4, 12), additional mixing (track 5), mix engineering (track 7)


	Chris Godbey – recording (tracks 4, 6, 8), mixing (track 8)


	Bart Schoudel – recording (tracks 4, 6)


	Andrew Coleman – recording (tracks 4, 12), digital editing and musical arrangement (tracks 4, 12)


	Ann Mincieli – recording (track 6)


	Noel Cadastre – recording (track 9)


	
Jordan "DJ Swivel" Young[image: External link] – recording (track 11)


	James Krausse – recording (track 12), mix engineering (tracks 2, 3, 7, 11, 13), assistant mix engineering (track 4), assistant engineering (track 14), mastering (track 1)


	Mike Larson – recording (track 12)


	
Elliot Scheiner[image: External link] - Surround sound mix (all tracks)

	Rob Cohen – recording (track 13)


	Jonathan Lee – recording (track 14)


	
Ramon Rivas – second engineering (tracks 1, 2, 4–11, 13, 14), assistant engineering (tracks 3, 12)


	Rob Suchecki – second engineering (tracks 1, 7, 11)


	Hajiba Fahmy – spoken word voice recording (track 6)


	Derek Dixie – additional synth sounds (tracks 1, 3, 6), additional SFX (track 1), mix consultation (tracks 2–4, 6, 7, 11), horn arrangements (track 4)


	Niles Hollowell-Dhar – additional synth sounds (track 6)


	
Tony Maserati[image: External link] – mixing (tracks 2, 3, 6, 7, 11–14)


	Andrew Scheps – mixing (tracks 5, 10)


	Noel "Gadget" Campbell – mixing (track 9)


	Justin Hergett – mix engineering (tracks 2, 4, 7, 11) assistant mix engineering (tracks 3, 5, 6, 12), assistant engineering (tracks 10, 13, 14)


	Tyler Scott – assistant mix engineering (track 2), assistant engineering (track 11)


	Matt Weber – assistant engineering (tracks 4, 6, 8, 12)


	Jon Castelli – assistant engineering (track 12)


	Christian Humphreys – assistant engineering (track 13)


	Paul Pavao – assistant mix engineering (track 4)


	Edward Valldejuli – assistant mix engineering (track 4)


	
Chris Tabron[image: External link] – mix engineering (track 6), assistant mix engineering (track 12)


	Matt Wiggers – assistant mix engineering (track 6)


	Chris Cannon – assistant mix engineering (track 8)


	Carlos Perezdeanda – second engineering assistant (track 7)


	Tom Coyne – mastering (tracks 2–14)


	Aya Merrill – mastering (tracks 2–14)
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2013–16)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums ( ARIA[image: External link])[175]

	1



	Australian Urban Albums ( ARIA[image: External link])[176]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria[image: External link])[177]

	12



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[178]

	4



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[179]

	9



	Brazilian Albums (Billboard)[180]

	3



	
Canadian Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[181]

	1



	Chinese Albums (Sino Chart[image: External link])[182]

	7



	Croatian Albums Chart[183]

	1



	Cypriot Albums (Official Cyprus Charts)[184]

	2



	Czech Albums (ČNS IFPI[image: External link])[185]

	5



	Danish Albums ( Hitlisten[image: External link])[186]

	2



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[187]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[188]

	5



	French Albums ( SNEP[image: External link])[189]

	13



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100[image: External link])[190]

	11



	Greek Albums ( IFPI[image: External link])[191]

	12



	Hungarian Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[192]

	26



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[193]

	2



	Italian Albums ( FIMI[image: External link])[194]

	14



	Japanese Albums ( Oricon[image: External link])[195]

	11



	Mexican Albums (Top 100[image: External link])[196]

	30



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[197]

	2



	Norwegian Albums ( VG-lista[image: External link])[198]

	2



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[199]

	1



	Portuguese Albums ( AFP[image: External link])[200]

	3



	Scottish Albums (OCC)[201]

	2



	Slovenian Albums Chart (SLO TOP 30[image: External link])[202]

	5



	South African Albums ( RISA[image: External link])[203]

	3



	South Korean Albums Chart ( Gaon[image: External link])[204]

	9



	South Korean International Albums ( Gaon[image: External link])[205]

	2



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[206]

	8



	Swedish Albums ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[207]

	27



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[208]

	4



	Taiwanese International Albums (G-Music)[209]

	2



	UK Albums (OCC)[210]

	2



	UK R&B Albums (OCC)[211]

	1



	US Billboard 200[212]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[213]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2013)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[214]

	23



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[215]

	3



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[216]

	180



	Brazilian Albums Chart[217]

	7



	Danish Albums Chart[218]

	38



	Dutch Albums Chart[219]

	39



	French Albums Chart[220]

	119



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][221]

	28



	South Korean International Albums Chart[222]

	29



	UK Albums Chart[223]

	41






	Chart (2014)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[224]

	27



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[225]

	3



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[226]

	17



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[227]

	41



	Brazilian Albums Chart[228]

	11



	Canadian Albums (Billboard)[229]

	7



	Danish Albums Chart[230]

	78



	Dutch Albums Chart[231]

	15



	French Albums Chart[232]

	93



	Italian Albums Chart[233]

	93



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][234]

	12



	Polish Albums Chart[235]

	49



	Swiss Albums Chart[236]

	29



	Taiwanese Albums Chart[237]

	17



	UK Albums Chart[238]

	24



	US Billboard 200[239]

	2



	US Digital Albums (Billboard)[240]

	2



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[241]

	1






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[242]

	15



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[243]

	184



	Danish Albums Chart[244]

	64



	US Billboard 200[245]

	57



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[246]

	24






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[247]

	36



	Danish Albums Chart[248]

	93



	Dutch Albums Chart[249]

	73



	Polish Albums Chart[250]

	69



	Polish International Albums Chart[250]

	20



	US Billboard 200[251]

	97
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 Certifications and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[164]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Brazil (Pro-Música Brasil[image: External link])[252]

	2× Platinum
	80,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[253]

	Platinum
	80,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[254]

	Platinum
	20,000^




	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[255]

	Gold
	100,000[256]




	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[257]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Netherlands ( NVPI[image: External link])[258]

	Platinum
	50,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[160]

	Platinum
	15,000^




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[259]

	Platinum
	20,000*




	South Korea
	
	3,333[260]




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[261]

	Gold
	20,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[262]

	Gold
	15,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[156]

	Platinum
	505,000[2]




	United States (RIAA)[263]

	2× Platinum
	2,300,000[149]




	Summaries



	Worldwide
	
	5,000,000[2]
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Worldwide
	December 13, 2013
	Digital download
	


	Parkwood Entertainment

	Columbia






	[17][264]



	Australia
	December 20, 2013
	CD + DVD
	[265]



	France
	[158]



	New Zealand
	[266]



	Poland
	[267]



	United Kingdom
	[268]



	United States
	[269][270]



	Mexico
	December 26, 2013
	[271]



	Turkey
	January 3, 2014
	[272]



	Portugal
	January 13, 2014
	[273]



	Japan
	February 12, 2014
	Sony Music Entertainment Japan[image: External link]
	[274]



	New Zealand
	March 21, 2014
	CD + Blu-ray[image: External link]
	


	Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]

	Sony DADC[image: External link]






	[275]



	United States
	July 15, 2014
	Double vinyl[image: External link] + DVD
	Columbia
	[276]



	Belgium
	November 24, 2014
	CD
	


	Parkwood Entertainment

	Columbia






	[277]



	Poland
	November 25, 2014
	Sony Music Entertainment Poland[image: External link]
	[278]



	Japan
	December 24, 2014
	Sony Music Entertainment Japan[image: External link]
	[279]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Beyoncé: Platinum Edition

	Beyoncé discography

	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2013[image: External link]

	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2014[image: External link]

	List of Billboard number-one R&B albums of 2013[image: External link]

	List of Billboard number-one R&B albums of 2014[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2013 (Canada)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2014 (Canada)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2014 (Australia)[image: External link]

	List of UK R&B Chart number-one albums of 2013[image: External link]

	List of UK R&B Chart number-one albums of 2014[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Although the original announcement for Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live was of three nights (May 25—27),[4] a fourth night (May 28) was added due to demand.[5]


	
^ "Bow Down/I Been On" does not feature on Beyoncé, only its first part—"Bow Down"—exists as part of the track "Flawless".[9]


	
^ Using pitched-down vocals (often known as screwed vocals[image: External link]) is a signature of Southern hip hop, specifically the Houston hip hop scene where it originates. Joseph Patel of MTV writes about its creator DJ Screw[image: External link] and how "members of his south Houston crew, the Screwed Up Click, say that Screw was playing around with his turntables in 1991 and serendipitously discovered that dramatically reducing the pitch of a record yielded a mellow, heavy sound that resonated with the slowed-down pace of H-Town."[13]


	
^ "Haunted" is a two-part song which is sometimes known as "Ghost/Haunted". The audio disc combines both parts and refers to it collectively as "Haunted", while the visual disc recognizes them as different videos.[11]


	
^ Although "Standing on the Sun" and "Grown Woman" were removed from the audio track listing, "Grown Woman" was added as a bonus video on the DVD.[11]


	
^ Chris DeVille, writing in Stereogum[image: External link] five months after Beyoncé's release argues that alternative R&B reached its saturation point in early 2014. He identifies Beyoncé as an artist whose recent output experimented with alternative sounds within the R&B genre, thus making her music more accessible to typical fans of underground music despite her being one of "R&B's foremost superstars".[33]


	
^ The highly-publicized incident—sometimes dubbed " Kanyegate[image: External link]"—refers to West's interruption of Taylor Swift during her acceptance speech for the Best Female Video award at the 2009 MTV Awards. West took the microphone from Swift in protest of Beyoncé's "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (2008) not winning, declaring it "one of the best videos of all time".[125]
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The Formation World Tour





The Formation World Tour[1] was the seventh concert tour[image: External link] by American singer Beyoncé in support of her sixth studio album, Lemonade. The all-stadium[image: External link] tour was announced following her guest appearance at the Super Bowl 50 halftime show. The tour started on April 27, 2016 in Miami[image: External link], Florida[image: External link] and concluded on October 7, 2016 in East Rutherford, New Jersey[image: External link]. The tour's title is in reference to Beyoncé's 2016 song "Formation".

The tour's production and staging consisted of a 60 foot tall rotating LED cube referred to as the 'Monolith', a treadmill runway and a secondary stage that stores and produces 2,000 gallons of water. The theme of the tour was described as following the same linear chapters to that of the tour's supporting album Lemonade, with each rotation of the aforementioned 'Monolith' representing a new chapter of the show. Several music critics gave the show positive reviews, with a variety of publications praising both the tours production and Beyoncé's performance and vocal abilities. The tour had a variety of notable opening acts, including a number of special guests joining prominent opener DJ Khaled[image: External link] on stage. Supporting acts also included artists signed to Beyoncé's own management company, Parkwood Entertainment, who were relatively unknown at the time.

The Formation World Tour ranked at #1 and #2 on Pollstar[image: External link]'s 2016 mid-year Top 100 Tours chart both in North America and worldwide respectively, with a total mid-year worldwide gross of $137.3 million from the first 25 shows (including $126.3 million from the first North American leg of the tour). In total, the tour grossed $256 million from 49 sold out shows according to Billboard Boxscore, and ranked at #2 on Pollstar's 2016 Year End Tours chart. The tour is one of the top 20 highest grossing tours of all time.
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 Background and development




On February 6, 2016, Beyoncé released "Formation" for free on the music streaming service TIDAL and its accompanying music video on her official YouTube[image: External link].[2] The following day on February 7, 2016, Beyoncé performed "Formation" during her guest appearance at the Super Bowl 50 halftime show.[3] Immediately after the performance, a commercial aired announcing The Formation World Tour, which kicks off in Miami on April 27, with the first pre-sales going on sale just two days after the announcement on February 9, 2016.[4]

Leading up to the tour announcement, Beyoncé was praised and criticized over her new song and Black Panther-influenced costume for the Super Bowl halftime performance. As a result of this, the hashtags "#BoycottBeyonce" and "#IStandWithBeyonce" begun trending on social media platforms such as Twitter. A group of protesters also planned to stage an "anti-Beyoncé" rally outside of the NFL's headquarters in New York City on the day general sale of tickets went for sale.[5] However, the planned rally was met with zero protesters and instead dozens of Beyoncé supporters who held a counter-protest.[6] The tour's associated album Lemonade was released four days prior to the start of the tour.[7] In a press release by Live Nation Entertainment[image: External link] following the tour's announcement, it was revealed that The Formation World Tour would be supporting local United Way of America[image: External link] programs, as well as the Flint water crisis[image: External link]. After the first North American leg of the tour was completed, it was announced that fans, who had the option to add a donation to the Flint water crisis when purchasing tickets, had raised $82,234 for the cause.[8] In the same press release, Beyoncé's partnership with THX[image: External link] was announced, with the purpose of providing the highest level of audio quality at concerts for the duration of the tour.[9] Following on from the aforementioned controversy over "Formation", The Miami Fraternal Order of Police were reported to be pushing for a national boycott of police officers working the security for the concert, ahead of the tour's opening night in Miami.[10] Other police departments reportedly pushing to avoid the concert included Tampa and Nashville, Tennessee; however a Tampa police spokesperson stated that these 'boycotts' had been blown "way out of proportion".[11]

Rehearsals for the tour took place at Tampa[image: External link]'s Raymond James Stadium[image: External link], which was rented by Live Nation for $745,000. TSA board member Thomas Scott spoke on the large-scale production of the tour after seeing the stage during rehearsals, stating "that's one of the largest stages they ever put up, I don't think I've seen a stage that size". During the same rehearsal period, members of Beyoncé's team met with more than 20 Tampa leaders, including the Tampa Police Chief, for a private luncheon in Ybor City[image: External link], in which they discussed ways to make Tampa a better city, resulting in Beyoncé making multiple financial pledges to certain initiatives.[12]
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 Stage




The stage for the tour was described by Brian Levine, senior project manager from Tait Towers, as "a game-changer for what can be achieved in a stadium touring environment. The entire collaboration from scenic, to structure, to mechanics was custom-made to create an epic experience for both Beyoncé and her fans". Designed by Es Devlin[image: External link] and engineered and built collaboratively by Stageco[image: External link] and Tait Towers,[13] the tour's stage features a centrepiece of a revolving 60 foot tall box, made with video screen walls. Known as the 'Monolith', Devlin spoke on the box stating of "wanting this to be the tallest object in the stadium, a piece of kinetic stadium architecture the equivalent of a seven-story, revolving LED building". Devlin also commented the box was perceived as "a giant 3D billboard, a huge LED armor within which Beyoncé is revealed as an all-too-human-scale, real-life figure" and noted that Beyoncé was heavily involved in the creative process of every inch of stages design. The rotations of the box were said to represent a new chapter of the show, in a similar chapter line to that of Lemonade. The box takes approximately 4 minutes to achieve one rotation.[14]

The stage also consists of a runway, which also acts as a treadmill leading onto a B-stage that fills with a pool of water. The treadmill on the catwalk was designed to be waterproof in order to withstand unpredictable weather found in outdoor stadiums. The B-stage stores 2,000 gallons of water inside of it and takes approximately 10 minutes to fill up, which occurs without the audience even realising.[13] The inspiration for the water within the B-stage was inspired by the tour's supporting album Lemonade, in particularly the song " Forward[image: External link]", as the songs message is described as a turning point from anger to forgiveness. "The pool of water is the antithesis to the fire-spitting monolith; the most joyful, redemptive sequence of the show takes place here, from "Freedom" through to "Halo"", stated Devlin.[14] The tours stage and production was said to be so large that the maximum capacity of some venues was reduced in order to make space for it. A writer for the Belfast Telegraph[image: External link] stated that the maximum capacity for Beyoncé's concert in Dublin[image: External link] at Croke Park[image: External link] was reduced from 82,500 to 75,000 people to allow for the size of the stage, with event organiser Eamon Fox stating "It’s a jaw-dropping production and stage show and one of the biggest that’s ever been in Croke Park".[15]
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 Costume design




Beyoncé worked with a variety of designers for her on-stage costumes during the tour. All styled by Beyoncé's stylist, Marni Senofonte, references of the tour's costumes were compared to that of the wild west, the "antebellum south", Africa and BDSM[image: External link].[16] The opening outfit consisted of a Victorian-inspired look created by Dean and Dan Caten[image: External link] (DSQUARED2), complete with a crystal embroidered bustier and an oversized western style hat. The hats for Beyoncé and her dancers were made by Baron Hats.[17] The outfit also included leather gloves and a "tattoo lace" bodysuit.[18] Balmain[image: External link] too produced a Victorian themed floral white bodysuit, which contained hand-embroidered pearls, crystals and glass beads. The outfit was accompanied with matching suede boots.[16] Peter Dundas of Roberto Cavalli produced an all over black crystal embroidered bodysuit for the tour, which also included gold metallic thread and accompanying knee high tiger print boots in a military style. Alessandro Michele working for Gucci designed a sequinned bodysuit for Beyoncé, incorporating a geometric print and a red mink fur coat. London based designer Atsuko Kudo designed and produced a more simple bodysuit for the tour, creating an all red latex outfit with shoulder pads and a ruffled neckline.[19] Kudo also stated that in order to make the outfit, a life sized cast of Beyoncé was used in order to fit the latex accurately to her body.[17] Beyoncé also requested to Kudo that the outfit was in sync with the antebellum theme which runs through the tour's supporting album Lemonade, which influenced the inclusion of frills across the chest and scooping neckline.[20] It was also noted how Beyoncé performed barefoot in water during one performance, whilst wearing a simple sequinned bodysuit.[16] Beyoncé also sported a Givenchy[image: External link] haute couture[image: External link] by Riccardo Tisci[image: External link] bronze bodysuit, showing an exposed midriff.

During Beyoncé's hometown performance in Houston, Texas, Gucci provided another costume for Beyoncé: a custom bodysuit created with "ruched tulle and sequins and embellished with a black-beaded panther".[19] Notable merchandise sold to fans during the tour included "Boycott Beyoncé" t-shirts, which were a nod to the aforementioned controversy Beyoncé received after her Super Bowl 50 halftime show.[16] During the London shows of the tour, Beyoncé debuted a gold leotard covered in 70,000 Swarvoski crystals, designed by Julien Macdonald[image: External link].[21] The outfit also contained 24 carat gold embroidered components.[22] Fishnet[image: External link] tights worn in accompaniment with the tours outfits were hand dyed in crock pots in order to correctly match the varying skin tones of Beyoncé's dancers.[23]
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 Concert synopsis




Throughout the concert, a large, rotating LED screen is featured centre stage, projecting live images of Beyoncé and her twenty[24] backup dancers to the audience.[25] The concerts begins with Beyoncé performing "Formation", alongside her all female dancers shadowing her and performing a choreography. "Angry" red lighting and pyrotechnics are displayed as " Sorry[image: External link]", "Bow Down" and "Run the World (Girls)" are subsequently performed.[26] " Mine[image: External link]", "Baby Boy" and "Hold Up[image: External link]" are performed next, which then seamlessly transition into "Countdown". During this performance, Beyoncé and her dancers perform and walk down a catwalk leading to the middle of the crowd. Between sets and costume changes, video clips from Lemonade are projected onto the LED cube, as well as aerial dancers performing a choreography.[27] Before performing "Me Myself and I" Beyoncé would often stop and talk to the crowd, speaking on the relationship she and the audience have with God and themselves. This act of the show was ended with a performance of "All Night[image: External link]" which Beyoncé stated was her favourite song from her aforementioned new album.[24] "Don't Hurt Yourself[image: External link]" was performed with many interchangeable snippets of other songs including "Ring the Alarm" and "Independent Women".[28] The next act consisted of Beyoncé and her dancers performing more up-tempo numbers, such as "Feeling Myself[image: External link]", " Yoncé[image: External link]", "Drunk in Love" and "Partition". Another costume change took place, and the show continued with Beyoncé and her dancers performing "Daddy Lessons[image: External link]" and " 1+1[image: External link]". This was then followed by Beyoncé performing an a cappella rendition of "Love on Top", which was said to connect Beyoncé with her fans and break down the space between them.

The first of two tributes to Prince is seen as Beyoncé performs a rendition of "The Beautiful Ones[image: External link]".[24] This is then followed by the large LED cube on stage lighting up in complete purple, as an original recording of "Purple Rain[image: External link]" is played to the audience.[28] The stage is then seen to contain human sized boxes, in which Beyoncé and her dancers perform inside of, in sync to the 2014 remix of "Crazy in Love", which is then followed by "Naughty Girl".[24] The final act of the show is performed in a large pool of water on the tour's secondary stage. Here Beyoncé and her dancers perform a choreography and splash in the water to "Freedom", "Survivor", "End of Time" and the shows closing number, "Halo".[29] During "Halo" Beyoncé sings alone, starting the performance on her knees in the pool of water.[24] As the concert concludes, Beyoncé was described as standing on stage "drenched, hair sopping, makeup running and her exhausted body looking at once all but human".[29]
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 Critical reception
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 North America




The opening night of the tour received rave reviews from critics. Hermione Hoby of The Guardian awarded the concert 5 stars, stating "She sounds, moves and looks like a goddess and most of us 'bow down' accordingly".[30] Kelli Kennedy writing for the Associated Press[image: External link] noted that Beyoncé "slays at tour opening" and further commented "her commanding performance of "Freedom" served as reminder to the world that she 'breaks chains all by myself. I'm gonna keep running because a runner don't quit on herself'".[31] Becky Randel of Billboard felt that emotion guided the mood for the evening and stated that "Bey was overcome when the audience knew all the lyrics to her new song, "Hold Up" and she often stopped to smile or nod at her exuberant BeyHive.[32] Writing for Rolling Stone, Kat Bein said Beyoncé was "a prime example of entertainment and a vision of an artist at her apex" and later commented "the show was a visual feast as well as an emotional tour de force, packed with fireworks, confetti, rearranging stage designs and aerial dancers".[33]

Other reviews from the North American leg of the tour included Melissa Ruggierie writing for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution[image: External link] online blog. Ruggierie praised Beyoncé's performance, particularly the strong vocals demonstrated in "1+1" and concluded "watching her command a stadium stage for two hours was another reminder of her limitless ambition". However, it was noted that Beyoncé did not speak to the crowd very often.[34] After Beyoncé's hometown performance in Houston, Brandon Caldwell of the Houston Press[image: External link] introduced his article stating "Hours after the slaying, the wig snatching, the fitted snatching, the life getting, the boy byes and various curses of shock, amazement and confusion, I stood with a perplexed look on my face. How? How does Beyoncé do this? On this level? With this magnitude?".[35] Lorraine Ali of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] concluded her positive review of the Pasadena stop of the tour with "Soaking wet and sitting onstage alone, she left the audience with the closing number, "Halo". She’d been baptized and reborn into a less-perfect version of Queen Bey, allowing a more powerful Beyoncé to arise from that imperfection".[26] Jim Harrington of the San Jose Mercury News[image: External link] began his article stating "there were so many moving parts – a tremendous swirl of sharply choreographed dance routines, cool special effects, brilliant fireworks and other tactics for delighting tens of thousands", Harrington noted however that too many snippets of songs rather than their full versions were performed, feeling quality over quantity was missed.[36] The first Canadian show of the tour in Edmonton was performed in cold and rainy conditions, with Beyoncé stating "Can you feel your fingers? I can’t feel mine" and "I have to say this is the coldest show I’ve ever done". Despite this, Sandra Sperounes of the Edmonton Journal[image: External link] commented "not even rain or bitter wind could stop our Ms. Flawless, our Survivor, our Queen Bey from dazzling an estimated 40,000 fans at Commonwealth Stadium on a stormy Friday night." Sperounes concluded "the sun was nowhere to be found, but thanks to Bey’s brilliant set, the crowd left beaming with giddiness, girl power and generosity".[37]
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 Europe




For the opening night of the European leg of the tour in Sunderland, England, Angela Upex of the Evening Chronicle[image: External link] awarded the concert 5 stars, stating "from beginning to end, Beyoncé's Stadium of Light date was an utter triumph dazzling 50,000 loyal North East fans" and added "As a stalwart of Stadium of Light gigs, I've seen them all but last night was one of the most mesmerising concerts I've ever witnessed".[38] Charlotte Runcie of The Daily Telegraph also awarded the same show 5 stars and opened her positive review with "When it comes to sheer innovation, showmanship and creativity in contemporary pop, Beyoncé has everyone else beaten".[39] Reviewing the first show in London, Lewis Corner of Digital Spy awarded the show 5 stars, noting "Her often formidable and fearsome choreography throughout numbers like "Run The World (Girls)", "Bow Down" and "End Of Time" is powerful and mesmerising, but is then offset by the tenderness of "1+1", "Me, Myself and I" and "Runnin (Lose It All)". Beyoncé's dynamic ability to be both vigorous and vulnerable can't be matched by her contemporaries. In fact, we'd go as far to say she's effortlessly proven herself to be this generation's Michael Jackson".[40]

A writer for Radio DeeJay[image: External link] reviewing the tour's stop in Milan, Italy, introduced their article saying "Those who were there will remember for years: Beyoncé [at] the San Siro stadium in Milan was more than a concert". The writer continued to praised the shows stage, visuals and Beyoncé's choreography and live singing before concluding the review with "Beyoncé has proven beyond doubt to be one of the best performers and singers of our time".[41] Mathilde Doiezie of Le Figaro[image: External link] ended his positive review of the Paris show with "A moment of grace concluded by Halo sung open heart, kneeling in water, face still dripping. Cannons plan glitter to indicate the end of the siege. After two hours of concert, not a minute more, Beyoncé returned backstage. Leaving there speechless tens of thousands of spectators who came to worship their pop idol".[42] A writer for Metro International[image: External link] France speaking on the same show praised the tours production stating it was the greatest show the Stade de France had seen since the U2 360° Tour[image: External link]. However, the article also felt the show lacked emotion in certain parts, noting Beyoncé did not mention the 2016 Nice attack[image: External link] that happened one week prior to the concert.[43]
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 Commercial performance
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 Ticket sales




Following the announcement of the tour, Beyoncé's website temporarily crashed, as a result of the post-Super Bowl advertisement.[44] After the first round of North American ticket pre-sales, a second show at New York City's Citi Field[image: External link] was added to the itinerary, due to the high demand.[45] During the first round of the European general sale, Beyoncé's performance at Amsterdam Arena[image: External link] sold out within 20 minutes, prompting a waiting list to be opened and promoters attempting to organise a second show.[46] Some Swedish fans were left unhappy due to the speed tickets sold out for the Friends Arena[image: External link] date of the tour, with complaints being made about the queueing system implemented by Ticketmaster[image: External link]. Ticketmaster apologised and stated "unfortunately, there were more who wanted tickets than what was available."[47] The UK shows were met with huge commercial success, with all tickets being sold in under 30 minutes, including 90,000 tickets at London's Wembley Stadium[image: External link]. Many fans shared their displeasure online with not being able to secure tickets, and, as is usual with in-demand concert tours, many tickets found their way onto the secondary market place with a large markup on the original price.[48] As a result of this, a second London show was added to the schedule, set for July 3, 2016.[49]

After the first round of dates for the North American general sale opened to the public, an additional show was added at Chicago's Soldier Field[image: External link], due to the "overwhelming demand".[50] Jesse Lawrence of Forbes reported that on the secondary market, tickets for The Formation World Tour were averaging at $432 before the tickets hit the general public.[51] On February 17, 2016, Live Nation[image: External link] gave a press release announcing that nearly 1 million tickets had already been sold for the tour in 48 hours, including sell-outs in Miami, Arlington, Pasadena, Toronto, Chicago, Foxborough, Philadelphia, New York City, Baltimore, Sunderland, London, Manchester, Dublin, Amsterdam and Stockholm.[52] On May 5, 2016, a second wave of US dates were announced, including 7 new shows and a rescheduled date for the previously postponed Nashville show.[53] After her performance in Minneapolis, it was announced that Beyoncé was the first female to headline a stadium show in the Minneapolis–Saint Paul[image: External link] area, held at TCF Bank Stadium[image: External link].[54]
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 Boxscore




Chairman of Live Nation Global Touring Arthur Fogel confirmed in an article with Billboard that The Formation World Tour had already exceeded $100 million in gross revenue, as well as stating that Nashville's Nissan Stadium date of the tour, which had gone on sale the day of the article, had already sold 33,000 tickets and grossed $4 million.[55] In July 2016, Pollstar[image: External link]'s top 100 worldwide and North American tours charts were announced. Beyoncé ranked at #1 in North America with a domestic gross of $126.3 million from the first North America leg of the tour, and at #2 with $137.3 million on the worldwide chart, accounting for the first 25 shows of the tour.[56]

According to Billboard Boxscore, the first North American leg of the tour generated $123 million in ticket sales and played to 972,719 fans over 23 sold out shows. These included a two night stint at Chicago's Soldier Field, playing for 89,270 people and two nights at New York City's Citi Field, playing for 73,486. The highest grossing single show of the leg was at Los Angeles' Rose Bowl, playing for 55,736 and grossing $7.1 million.[57] In Europe, the tour continued to be a success, with another 17 sold out shows being reported by Billboard. The leg included two sell out nights at London's Wembley Stadium, playing for 142,500 fans and grossing $15.3 million, the sixth largest boxscore of the year reported by Billboard at the time of the article. The highest attended stop of the European stint, and the tour overall, was at Paris' Stade de France, which played to a crowd of 75,106 people. The leg grossed $86.9 million and played for 867,025 people in total.[58] Following the final leg of the tour being reported to Billboard Boxscore, the tour's total gross revenue reached $256,084,556, with total attendance topping out at 2,242,099.[59] Beyoncé, with The Formation World Tour, also ranked at #2 on Pollstar's annual Year End Top Worldwide Tours chart.[60] Other Pollstar year end charts showed that Beyoncé's two performances at Wembley Stadium during the tour were the 6th largest grossing shows of the year worldwide, whilst the tours two stops at New York City's Citi Field were the 5th highest grossing concerts within the US.[61][62] Chris Hunt, writing for ticket merchant AXS[image: External link], reported that The Formation World Tour was one of the top 20 highest grossing tours of all time. Hunt also noted that within the same top 20, the tour had the least amount of shows.[63]
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 Set list




This set list is representative of the show in Milan[image: External link]. It does not represent all concerts for the duration of the tour.[41]



	"Formation"

	" Sorry[image: External link]"

	"Irreplaceable"

	"Bow Down"

	"Run the World (Girls)"

	" Superporwer[image: External link]" (interlude)


	" Mine[image: External link]"

	"Baby Boy[image: External link]"

	"Hold Up[image: External link]"

	" Countdown[image: External link]"

	"Me, Myself and I"

	"Runnin' (Lose It All)[image: External link]"

	"All Night[image: External link]"

	"Don't Hurt Yourself[image: External link]"

	"Five to One[image: External link]" / "Ring the Alarm"

	" Diva[image: External link]"

	" Yoncé[image: External link]"

	"Flawless (Remix)"

	"Feeling Myself[image: External link]"

	"Drunk in Love"

	" Rocket[image: External link]"

	" Partition[image: External link]"

	"Die with You[image: External link]" / "Blue" (interlude)


	"Daddy Lessons[image: External link]"

	"Love on Top"

	" 1+1[image: External link]"

	"The Beautiful Ones[image: External link]"

	"Purple Rain[image: External link]" (interlude with the original recording)


	"Crazy in Love (2014 Remix)[image: External link]" / "Crazy In Love[image: External link]"

	"Bootylicious"

	"Naughty Girl"

	"Party"

	"Freedom"

	"Survivor"

	"End of Time"

	"Halo"






Notes 



	During the opening night in Miami, Lil Wayne[image: External link], Future[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], Trick Daddy[image: External link], Yo Gotti[image: External link] and 2 Chainz[image: External link] joined DJ Khaled during the opening act.[64]


	During the Tampa show, Kent Jones[image: External link] joined DJ Khaled during the opening act.[65]


	During the Atlanta show, Rick Ross, 2 Chainz, August Alsina[image: External link], Yo Gotti, T.I.[image: External link], The-Dream and Ludacris joined DJ Khaled during the opening act.[66]


	During the Raleigh show, the stadium was evacuated during the middle of the concert after lighting had been spotted in the area. The show later resumed after almost an hour.[67]


	During the Houston show, Slim Thug[image: External link] and Paul Wall[image: External link] joined DJ Khaled during the opening act.[35]


	During the Pasadena show, Big Sean[image: External link], Yo Gotti, Ne-Yo[image: External link], Ty Dolla $ign[image: External link], Fat Joe[image: External link], Remy Ma[image: External link], Trey Songz[image: External link], and Snoop Dogg[image: External link] joined DJ Khaled during the opening act.[68]


	During the Minneapolis show, Wiz Khalifa and Jeremih[image: External link] joined DJ Drama during the opening act. After the opening act had finished, the stadium was evacuated due to near by lightning strikes. The show was postponed for forty-five minutes.[69]


	During the Philadelphia show, Yo Gotti, Young Gunz[image: External link], Freeway[image: External link], Meek Mill[image: External link] and Rick Ross joined DJ Khaled during the opening act.[70]


	During the first New York City show, Busta Rhymes[image: External link], Fabolous, Remy Ma, Fat Joe, French Montana[image: External link] and Travis Scott[image: External link] joined DJ Khaled during the opening act.[71]


	During the second New York City show, French Montana, Ty Dolla $ign, Yo Gotti, Fabolous[image: External link], Tinashe[image: External link], Kent Jones, Swizz Beatz[image: External link] and The Lox[image: External link] joined DJ Khaeld during the opening act.[72]


	During the Baltimore show, Wale[image: External link], Yo Gotti and Trey Songz joined DJ Khaled during the opening act.[73]


	During the Detroit show, Beyoncé dedicated "Halo" to the victims affected by the 2016 Orlando nightclub shooting[image: External link].[74]


	During the Cardiff show, Beyoncé permanently added "Irreplaceable" to the set list, performing it a cappella.[75]


	During the first London show, Tinie Tempah[image: External link] and Zara Larsson[image: External link] joined DJ Magnum during the opening act.[76]


	During the second London show, Zara Larsson, Jess Glynne[image: External link] and Section Boyz[image: External link] joined DJ Magnum during the opening act.[77]


	During the Manchester show, Bipolar Sunshine[image: External link] joined DJ Magnum during the opening act.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	During the Glasgow show, Beyoncé performed "Freedom" a capella, and dedicated the song to Alton Sterling[image: External link], Philando Castile[image: External link], and other victims of police brutality. Names of victims of police brutality were displayed on the LED box display.[78]


	During the Barcelona show, Beyoncé performed "Irreemplazable", the Spanish version of "Irreplaceable".[79]


	During the New Orleans show, Beyoncé was introduced to the stage by New Orleans native and "Formation" rapper Big Freedia[image: External link].[80]


	During the final show in East Rutherford, Beyoncé was joined on stage by Serena Williams[image: External link] during the performance of "Sorry". She was later joined by Jay Z for "Drunk in Love", and Kendrick Lamar for "Freedom". Beyoncé also added "6 Inch[image: External link]" to the setlist.[81]
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 Shows






	List of concerts, showing date, city, country, venue, opening acts, tickets sold, amount of available tickets, and gross revenue



	Date
	City
	Country
	Venue
	Opening acts
	Attendance
	Revenue



	North America[1][82]



	April 27, 2016
	Miami[image: External link]
	United States[image: External link]
	Marlins Park[image: External link]
	DJ Khaled[image: External link]
	36,656 / 36,656
	$5,252,615



	April 29, 2016
	Tampa[image: External link]
	Raymond James Stadium[image: External link]
	40,818 / 40,818
	$4,803,295



	May 1, 2016
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	Georgia Dome[image: External link]
	46,321 / 46,321
	$5,801,725



	May 3, 2016
	Raleigh[image: External link]
	Carter–Finley Stadium[image: External link]
	38,292 / 38,292
	$4,810,620



	May 7, 2016
	Houston
	NRG Stadium
	43,871 / 43,871
	$6,412,280



	May 9, 2016
	Arlington[image: External link]
	AT&T Stadium[image: External link]
	42,235 / 42,235
	$5,954,775



	May 12, 2016
	San Diego[image: External link]
	Qualcomm Stadium[image: External link]
	45,885 / 45,885
	$6,028,115



	May 14, 2016
	Pasadena[image: External link]
	Rose Bowl[image: External link]
	55,736 / 55,736
	$7,138,685



	May 16, 2016
	Santa Clara[image: External link]
	Levi's Stadium[image: External link]
	44,252 / 44,252
	$6,201,845



	May 18, 2016
	Seattle[image: External link]
	CenturyLink Field[image: External link]
	46,529 / 46,529
	$5,415,810



	May 20, 2016
	Edmonton[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link]
	Commonwealth Stadium[image: External link]
	N/A
	39,299 / 39,299
	$3,723,830



	May 23, 2016
	Minneapolis[image: External link]
	United States
	TCF Bank Stadium[image: External link]
	DJ Drama[image: External link]
	37,203 / 37,203
	$4,174,270



	May 25, 2016
	Toronto[image: External link]
	Canada
	Rogers Centre[image: External link]
	DJ Scratch[image: External link]
	45,009 / 45,009
	$4,440,554



	May 27, 2016
	Chicago[image: External link]
	United States
	Soldier Field[image: External link]
	Rae Sremmurd[image: External link]
	89,270 / 89,270
	$11,279,890



	May 28, 2016
	DJ Scratch



	May 31, 2016
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	Heinz Field[image: External link]
	Jermaine Dupri[image: External link]
	36,325 / 36,325
	$3,927,805



	June 3, 2016
	Foxborough[image: External link]
	Gillette Stadium[image: External link]
	DJ Khaled
	48,304 / 48,304
	$6,008,698



	June 5, 2016
	Philadelphia
	Lincoln Financial Field[image: External link]
	47,223 / 47,223
	$5,563,435



	June 7, 2016
	New York City[image: External link]
	Citi Field[image: External link]
	73,486 / 73,486
	$11,461,340



	June 8, 2016



	June 10, 2016
	Baltimore[image: External link]
	M&T Bank Stadium[image: External link]
	47,819 / 47,819
	$5,770,660



	June 12, 2016
	Hershey[image: External link]
	Hersheypark Stadium[image: External link]
	26,662 / 26,662
	$3,474,695



	June 14, 2016[a]
	Detroit[image: External link]
	Ford Field[image: External link]
	41,524 / 41,524
	$5,471,395



	Europe[1][84]



	June 28, 2016
	Sunderland[image: External link]
	England[image: External link]
	Stadium of Light[image: External link]
	DJ Magnum
	48,952 / 48,952
	$4,996,960



	June 30, 2016
	Cardiff[image: External link]
	Wales[image: External link]
	Principality Stadium[image: External link]
	49,215 / 49,215
	$5,379,199



	July 2, 2016
	London[image: External link]
	England
	Wembley Stadium[image: External link]
	142,500 / 142,500
	$15,301,688



	July 3, 2016



	July 5, 2016
	Manchester[image: External link]
	Emirates Old Trafford[image: External link]
	49,935 / 49,935
	$5,159,998



	July 7, 2016
	Glasgow[image: External link]
	Scotland[image: External link]
	Hampden Park[image: External link]
	Chloe x Halle[image: External link]

Ingrid[image: External link]
	46,058 / 46,058
	$4,707,580



	July 9, 2016
	Dublin[image: External link]
	Ireland[image: External link]
	Croke Park[image: External link]
	68,575 / 68,575
	$7,449,942



	July 12, 2016
	Düsseldorf[image: External link]
	Germany[image: External link]
	Esprit Arena[image: External link]
	34,481 / 34,481
	$3,464,861



	July 14, 2016
	Zürich[image: External link]
	Switzerland[image: External link]
	Letzigrund[image: External link]
	23,790 / 23,790
	$2,980,051



	July 16, 2016
	Amsterdam
	Netherlands[image: External link]
	Amsterdam Arena[image: External link]
	49,436 / 49,436
	$4,712,051



	July 18, 2016
	Milan[image: External link]
	Italy[image: External link]
	San Siro[image: External link]
	Chloe x Halle

Ingrid

Sophie Beem[image: External link]
	54,313 / 54,313
	$4,744,732



	July 21, 2016
	Paris[image: External link]
	France[image: External link]
	Stade de France[image: External link]
	Chloe x Halle

Ingrid
	75,106 / 75,106
	$6,258,954



	July 24, 2016
	Copenhagen[image: External link]
	Denmark[image: External link]
	Parken Stadium[image: External link]
	45,197 / 45,197
	$4,626,103



	July 26, 2016
	Stockholm[image: External link]
	Sweden[image: External link]
	Friends Arena[image: External link]
	48,519 / 48,519
	$3,937,498



	July 29, 2016
	Frankfurt[image: External link]
	Germany
	Commerzbank-Arena[image: External link]
	36,647 / 36,647
	$3,739,440



	July 31, 2016
	Brussels[image: External link]
	Belgium[image: External link]
	King Baudouin Stadium[image: External link]
	48,955 / 48,955
	$4,681,095



	August 3, 2016
	Barcelona[image: External link]
	Spain[image: External link]
	Estadi Olímpic Lluís Companys[image: External link]
	45,346 / 45,346
	$4,806,995



	North America[1][85]



	September 10, 2016
	St. Louis[image: External link]
	United States
	The Dome at America's Center[image: External link]
	Vic Mensa[image: External link]
	38,256 / 38,256
	$3,953,445



	September 14, 2016
	Los Angeles
	Dodger Stadium[image: External link]
	Anderson Paak[image: External link]
	47,440 / 47,440
	$6,736,700



	September 17, 2016
	Santa Clara
	Levi's Stadium
	DJ Drama
	44,015 / 44,015
	$4,898,690



	September 22, 2016
	Houston
	NRG Stadium
	DJ Khaled
	42,635 / 42,635
	$5,107,065



	September 24, 2016
	New Orleans
	Mercedes-Benz Superdome
	46,474 / 46,474
	$5,349,960



	September 26, 2016
	Atlanta
	Georgia Dome
	45,126 / 45,126
	$5,374,615



	September 29, 2016
	Philadelphia
	Lincoln Financial Field
	44,693 / 44,693
	$3,353,627



	October 2, 2016[b]
	Nashville[image: External link]
	Nissan Stadium[image: External link]
	43,013 / 43,013
	$5,182,345



	October 7, 2016[c]
	East Rutherford[image: External link]
	MetLife Stadium[image: External link]
	50,703 / 50,703
	$6,064,625



	Total
	2,242,099 / 2,242,099

(100%)
	$256,084,556





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of highest grossing concert tours[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ The June 14, 2016, concert in Detroit was originally scheduled to take place on May 29, 2016, but was rescheduled due to "scheduling changes".[83]


	
^ The October 2, 2016, concert in Nashville was originally scheduled to take place on May 5, 2016, but was rescheduled for unknown reasons.[86]


	
^ The October 7, 2016, concert in East Rutherford was originally scheduled to take place on September 7, 2016, but was rescheduled due to doctor's orders for vocal rest.[87]
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Houston





This article is about the city in the U.S. state of Texas. For other uses, see Houston (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Houston ( i[image: External link]/'hju:sten /[image: External link] HYOO -stən[image: External link]) is the most populous city in the state[image: External link] of Texas and the fourth-most populous city in the United States[image: External link]. With a census-estimated 2014 population of 2.239 million[5] within an area of 667 square miles (1,730 km2),[6] it is also the largest city in the southern United States[image: External link][7] and the seat of Harris County[image: External link]. Located in Southeast Texas[image: External link] near the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], it is the principal city of The Greater Houston[image: External link] metro area, which is the fifth-most populated MSA[image: External link] in the United States.

Houston was founded on August 28, 1836, near the banks of Buffalo Bayou[image: External link] (now known as Allen's Landing[image: External link])[8][9] and incorporated as a city on June 5, 1837. The city was named after former General Sam Houston[image: External link], who was president of the Republic of Texas[image: External link] and had commanded and won at the Battle of San Jacinto[image: External link] 25 miles (40 km) east of where the city was established. The burgeoning port and railroad industry, combined with oil discovery in 1901, has induced continual surges in the city's population. In the mid-20th century, Houston became the home of the Texas Medical Center[image: External link]—the world's largest concentration of healthcare and research institutions—and NASA[image: External link]'s Johnson Space Center[image: External link], where the Mission Control Center[image: External link] is located.[10]

Houston's economy has a broad industrial base in energy, manufacturing, aeronautics, and transportation. Leading in health care sectors and building oilfield equipment, outside of New York City[image: External link], Houston has more Fortune 500[image: External link] headquarters than any other U.S. municipality within its city limits.[11][12] The Port of Houston[image: External link] ranks first in the United States in international waterborne tonnage handled and second in total cargo tonnage handled.[13] Nicknamed the "Space City", Houston is a global city[image: External link], with strengths in business, international trade, entertainment, culture, media, fashion, science, sports, technology, education, medicine, and research. The city has a population from various ethnic and religious backgrounds and a large and growing international community. Houston is the most diverse city[image: External link] in Texas and has been described as the most diverse in the United States.[14] It is home to many cultural institutions and exhibits, which attract more than 7 million visitors a year to the Museum District[image: External link]. Houston has an active visual and performing arts scene in the Theater District[image: External link] and offers year-round resident companies in all major performing arts.[15]
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 History




Main articles: History of Houston[image: External link] and Timeline of Houston[image: External link]



Historical affiliations



Spanish Empire[image: External link] 1769–1821

Mexican Empire[image: External link] 1821–1823

United Mexican States[image: External link] 1823–1836

Republic of Texas[image: External link] 1836–1846

United States[image: External link] 1846–1861

Confederate States of America[image: External link] 1861–1865

United States 1865–present







In August 1836, two real estate entrepreneurs from New York, Augustus Chapman Allen[image: External link] and John Kirby Allen[image: External link], purchased 6,642 acres (26.88 km2) of land along Buffalo Bayou[image: External link] with the intent of founding a city.[16] The Allen brothers decided to name the city after Sam Houston[image: External link], the popular general at the Battle of San Jacinto[image: External link],[16] who was elected President of Texas in September 1836. The great majority of slaves in Texas came with their owners from the older slave states. Sizable numbers, however, came through the domestic slave trade. New Orleans was the center of this trade in the Deep South, but slave dealers were in Houston. Thousands of enslaved[image: External link] African Americans lived near the city before the Civil War[image: External link]. Many of them near the city worked on sugar and cotton plantations, while most of those in the city limits had domestic and artisan jobs. Houston was granted incorporation on June 5, 1837, with James S. Holman[image: External link] becoming its first mayor.[9] In the same year, Houston became the county seat of Harrisburg County (now Harris County) and the temporary capital of the Republic of Texas.[17] In 1840, the community established a chamber of commerce in part to promote shipping and waterborne business at the newly created port on Buffalo Bayou.[18]

By 1860, Houston had emerged as a commercial and railroad hub for the export of cotton.[17] Railroad spurs from the Texas inland converged in Houston, where they met rail lines to the ports of Galveston[image: External link] and Beaumont[image: External link]. During the American Civil War[image: External link], Houston served as a headquarters for General John Bankhead Magruder[image: External link], who used the city as an organization point for the Battle of Galveston[image: External link].[19] After the Civil War, Houston businessmen initiated efforts to widen the city's extensive system of bayous so the city could accept more commerce between downtown and the nearby port of Galveston. By 1890, Houston was the railroad center of Texas.

In 1900, after Galveston was struck by a devastating hurricane[image: External link], efforts to make Houston into a viable deep-water port were accelerated.[20] The following year, the discovery of oil at the Spindletop[image: External link] oil field[image: External link] near Beaumont prompted the development of the Texas petroleum industry.[21] In 1902, President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] approved a $1 million improvement project for the Houston Ship Channel. By 1910, the city's population had reached 78,800, almost doubling from a decade before. African Americans formed a large part of the city's population, numbering 23,929 people, which was nearly one-third of the residents.[22]

President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] opened the deep-water Port of Houston in 1914, seven years after digging began. By 1930, Houston had become Texas' most populous city and Harris County the most populous county.[23] In 1940, the Census Bureau reported Houston's population as 77.5% white and 22.4% black.[24]

When World War II[image: External link] started, tonnage levels at the port decreased and shipping activities were suspended; however, the war did provide economic benefits for the city. Petrochemical refineries and manufacturing plants were constructed along the ship channel because of the demand for petroleum and synthetic rubber products by the defense industry during the war.[25] Ellington Field[image: External link], initially built during World War I[image: External link], was revitalized as an advanced training center for bombardiers and navigators.[26] The Brown Shipbuilding Company[image: External link] was founded in 1942 to build ships for the U.S. Navy[image: External link] during World War II. Due to the boom in defense jobs, thousands of new workers migrated to the city, both blacks and whites competing for the higher-paying jobs. President Roosevelt had established a policy of nondiscrimination for defense contractors, and blacks gained some opportunities, especially in shipbuilding, although not without resistance from whites and increasing social tensions that erupted into occasional violence. Economic gains of blacks who entered defense industries continued in the postwar years.[27]

In 1945, the M.D. Anderson Foundation formed the Texas Medical Center[image: External link]. After the war, Houston's economy reverted to being primarily port-driven. In 1948, the city annexed several unincorporated areas, more than doubling its size. Houston proper began to spread across the region.[9][28]

In 1950, the availability of air conditioning provided impetus for many companies to relocate to Houston, where wages were lower than the North; this resulted in an economic boom and produced a key shift in the city's economy toward the energy sector.[29][30]

The increased production of the expanded shipbuilding industry during World War II spurred Houston's growth,[31] as did the establishment in 1961 of NASA's "Manned Spacecraft Center" (renamed the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center[image: External link] in 1973). This was the stimulus for the development of the city's aerospace industry. The Astrodome[image: External link], nicknamed the "Eighth Wonder of the World[image: External link]",[32] opened in 1965 as the world's first indoor domed sports stadium.

During the late 1970s, Houston had a population boom as people from the Rust Belt[image: External link] states moved to Texas in large numbers.[33] The new residents came for numerous employment opportunities in the petroleum industry, created as a result of the Arab oil embargo[image: External link]. With the increase in professional jobs, Houston has become a destination for many college-educated persons, including African Americans in a reverse Great Migration[image: External link] from northern areas.

In 1997, Houstonians elected Lee P. Brown[image: External link] as the city's first African American mayor.[34]

In June 2001, Tropical Storm Allison[image: External link] dumped up to 40 inches (1,000 mm) of rain on parts of Houston, causing the worst flooding in the city's history. The storm cost billions of dollars in damage and killed 20 people in Texas.[35] By December of that same year, Houston-based energy company Enron[image: External link] collapsed into the third-largest ever U.S. bankruptcy during an investigation surrounding fabricated partnerships that were allegedly used to hide debt and inflate profits.

In August 2005, Houston became a shelter to more than 150,000 people from New Orleans, who evacuated from Hurricane Katrina.[36] One month later, about 2.5 million Houston-area residents evacuated when Hurricane Rita[image: External link] approached the Gulf Coast[image: External link], leaving little damage to the Houston area. This was the largest urban evacuation in the history of the United States.[37][38] In September 2008, Houston was hit by Hurricane Ike. As many as 40% refused to leave Galveston Island[image: External link] because they feared the type of traffic problems that had happened after Hurricane Rita[image: External link].

During the floods in 2015[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link], parts of the city were covered in several inches of water.[39]

In 2017, Houston hosted Super Bowl LI[image: External link].[40] This is the third Super Bowl for the city, with the last games being held in 1974 and 2004.[41]
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Main article: Geography of Houston[image: External link]


Houston is located 165 miles (266 km) east of Austin[image: External link],[42] 112 miles (180 km) west of the Louisiana[image: External link] border, and 250 miles (400 km) south of Dallas[image: External link].[43] According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 656.3 square miles (1,700 km2); this comprises 634.0 square miles (1,642 km2) of land and 22.3 square miles (58 km2) covered by water.[44] The Piney Woods[image: External link] are north of Houston. Most of Houston is located on the gulf coastal plain[image: External link], and its vegetation is classified as temperate grassland and forest. Much of the city was built on forested land, marshes, swamp, or prairie[image: External link] which resembles the Deep South[image: External link], and are all still visible in surrounding areas. The flatness of the local terrain, when combined with urban sprawl[image: External link], has made flooding a recurring problem for the city.[45] Downtown stands about 50 feet (15 m) above sea level,[46] and the highest point in far northwest Houston is about 125 feet (38 m) in elevation.[47][48] The city once relied on groundwater for its needs, but land subsidence[image: External link] forced the city to turn to ground-level water sources such as Lake Houston[image: External link], Lake Conroe[image: External link], and Lake Livingston[image: External link].[9][49] The city owns surface water rights for 1.20 billion gallons of water a day in addition to 150 million gallons a day of groundwater.[50]

Houston has four major bayous passing through the city. Buffalo Bayou[image: External link] runs through downtown and the Houston Ship Channel[image: External link], and has three tributaries: White Oak Bayou[image: External link], which runs through the Houston Heights community northwest of Downtown and then towards Downtown; Brays Bayou[image: External link], which runs along the Texas Medical Center;[51] and Sims Bayou, which runs through the south of Houston and downtown Houston. The ship channel continues past Galveston and then into the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link].[25]
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Houston is essentially swampland, prone to flooding.[52] Underpinning Houston's land surface are unconsolidated[image: External link] clays, clay shales, and poorly cemented sands up to several miles deep. The region's geology developed from river deposits formed from the erosion of the Rocky Mountains[image: External link]. These sediments[image: External link] consist of a series of sands and clays deposited on decaying organic marine matter, that over time, transformed into oil and natural gas. Beneath the layers of sediment is a water-deposited layer of halite[image: External link], a rock salt. The porous layers were compressed over time and forced upward. As it pushed upward, the salt dragged surrounding sediments into salt dome[image: External link] formations, often trapping oil and gas that seeped from the surrounding porous sands. The thick, rich, sometimes black, surface soil is suitable for rice farming in suburban outskirts where the city continues to grow.[53][54]

The Houston area has over 150 active faults[image: External link] (estimated to be 300 active faults) with an aggregate length of up to 310 miles (500 km),[55][56][57] including the Long Point–Eureka Heights fault system[image: External link] which runs through the center of the city. No significant historically recorded earthquakes have occurred in Houston, but researchers do not discount the possibility of such quakes having occurred in the deeper past, nor occurring in the future. Land in some areas southeast of Houston is sinking because water has been pumped out of the ground for many years. It may be associated with slip along the faults; however, the slippage is slow and not considered an earthquake, where stationary faults must slip suddenly enough to create seismic waves.[58] These faults also tend to move at a smooth rate in what is termed "fault creep[image: External link]",[49] which further reduces the risk of an earthquake.
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Main article: Climate of Houston[image: External link]


Houston's climate is classified as humid subtropical[image: External link] (Cfa in the Köppen climate classification system[image: External link]), typical of the lower South[image: External link]. While not located in "Tornado Alley[image: External link]", like much of the rest of Texas, spring supercell thunderstorms[image: External link] sometimes bring tornadoes to the area. Prevailing winds are from the south and southeast during most of the year, which bring heat and moisture from the nearby Gulf of Mexico.[59]

During the summer, temperatures commonly reach over 90 °F (32 °C), with an average of 106.5 days per year, including a majority from June to September, with a high of 90 °F (32 °C) or above and 4.6 days at or over 100 °F (38 °C).[60] However, humidity usually yields a higher heat index[image: External link]. Summer mornings average over 90% relative humidity[image: External link].[61] Although sea breezes are present, they don't offer substantial relief, except in the southeastern areas of the city closer to the Gulf.[62] To cope with the strong humidity and heat, people use air conditioning in nearly every vehicle and building. In 1980, Houston was described as the "most air-conditioned place on earth".[63] Officially, the hottest temperature ever recorded in Houston is 109 °F (43 °C), which was reached both on September 4, 2000, and August 28, 2011.[60]

Houston has mild winters in contrast to most areas of the United States. In January, the normal mean temperature at Intercontinental Airport is 53.1 °F (11.7 °C), while that station has an average of 13 days with a low at or below freezing. Snowfall is rare. Recent snow events in Houston include a storm on December 24, 2004[image: External link] when 1.0 in (2.5 cm) of snow accumulated in parts of the metro area.[64] Falls of at least 1.0 in (25 mm) on both December 10, 2008, and December 4, 2009, marked the first time measurable snowfall had occurred in two consecutive years in the city's recorded history. The coldest temperature officially recorded in Houston was 5 °F (−15 °C) on January 18, 1930.[60] Houston has historically received an ample amount of rainfall, averaging about 49.8 in (1,260 mm) annually per 1981–2010 normals. Localized flooding often occurs, owing to the extremely flat topography and widespread typical clay-silt prairie soils, which do not drain quickly.

Houston has excessive ozone[image: External link] levels and is routinely ranked among the most ozone-polluted cities in the United States.[65] Ground-level ozone, or smog[image: External link], is Houston's predominant air pollution problem, with the American Lung Association[image: External link] rating the metropolitan area's ozone level sixth on the "Top 10 Most Ozone-Polluted Cities" in 2014.[66] The industries located along the ship channel are a major cause of the city's air pollution.[67] In 2006, Houston's air quality was comparable to that of Los Angeles.[67]






	Climate data for Houston (Intercontinental Airport[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1888–present[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	84

(29)
	91

(33)
	96

(36)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	107

(42)
	105

(41)
	109

(43)
	109

(43)
	99

(37)
	89

(32)
	85

(29)
	109

(43)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	78.4

(25.8)
	80.8

(27.1)
	84.8

(29.3)
	88.9

(31.6)
	93.6

(34.2)
	97.0

(36.1)
	98.4

(36.9)
	100.4

(38)
	96.9

(36.1)
	91.8

(33.2)
	85.0

(29.4)
	80.0

(26.7)
	101.0

(38.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	62.9

(17.2)
	66.3

(19.1)
	73.0

(22.8)
	79.6

(26.4)
	86.3

(30.2)
	91.4

(33)
	93.7

(34.3)
	94.5

(34.7)
	89.7

(32.1)
	82.0

(27.8)
	72.5

(22.5)
	64.3

(17.9)
	79.7

(26.5)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.1

(11.7)
	56.4

(13.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	69.5

(20.8)
	76.9

(24.9)
	82.4

(28)
	84.4

(29.1)
	84.6

(29.2)
	79.8

(26.6)
	71.5

(21.9)
	62.3

(16.8)
	54.4

(12.4)
	69.9

(21.1)



	Average low °F (°C)
	43.2

(6.2)
	46.5

(8.1)
	52.5

(11.4)
	59.4

(15.2)
	67.6

(19.8)
	73.5

(23.1)
	75.1

(23.9)
	74.8

(23.8)
	69.8

(21)
	60.9

(16.1)
	52.1

(11.2)
	44.6

(7)
	60.0

(15.6)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	26.7

(−2.9)
	29.5

(−1.4)
	34.0

(1.1)
	42.0

(5.6)
	53.3

(11.8)
	65.2

(18.4)
	69.4

(20.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	55.7

(13.2)
	43.4

(6.3)
	34.5

(1.4)
	27.5

(−2.5)
	23.5

(−4.7)



	Record low °F (°C)
	5

(−15)
	6

(−14)
	21

(−6)
	31

(−1)
	42

(6)
	52

(11)
	62

(17)
	54

(12)
	45

(7)
	29

(−2)
	19

(−7)
	7

(−14)
	5

(−15)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	3.38

(85.9)
	3.20

(81.3)
	3.41

(86.6)
	3.31

(84.1)
	5.09

(129.3)
	5.93

(150.6)
	3.79

(96.3)
	3.76

(95.5)
	4.12

(104.6)
	5.70

(144.8)
	4.34

(110.2)
	3.74

(95)
	49.77

(1,264.2)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	9.6
	9.2
	8.8
	6.8
	8.0
	10.6
	9.1
	8.3
	8.0
	7.9
	8.2
	9.5
	104.0



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	74.7
	73.4
	72.7
	73.1
	75.0
	74.6
	74.4
	75.1
	76.8
	75.4
	76.0
	75.5
	74.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	143.4
	155.0
	192.5
	209.8
	249.2
	281.3
	293.9
	270.5
	236.5
	228.8
	168.3
	148.7
	2,577.9



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	44
	50
	52
	54
	59
	67
	68
	66
	64
	64
	53
	47
	58



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1969–1990, sun 1961–1990)[60][69][70]






	Climate data for Houston (William P. Hobby Airport[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1941–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	85

(29)
	87

(31)
	96

(36)
	94

(34)
	100

(38)
	105

(41)
	104

(40)
	106

(41)
	108

(42)
	96

(36)
	90

(32)
	84

(29)
	108

(42)



	Average high °F (°C)
	63.0

(17.2)
	66.0

(18.9)
	72.4

(22.4)
	78.8

(26)
	85.4

(29.7)
	90.1

(32.3)
	92.1

(33.4)
	92.6

(33.7)
	88.4

(31.3)
	81.2

(27.3)
	72.4

(22.4)
	64.5

(18.1)
	78.9

(26.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	54.1

(12.3)
	57.3

(14.1)
	63.3

(17.4)
	69.8

(21)
	77.0

(25)
	82.0

(27.8)
	83.8

(28.8)
	84.2

(29)
	80.1

(26.7)
	72.1

(22.3)
	63.2

(17.3)
	55.6

(13.1)
	70.3

(21.3)



	Average low °F (°C)
	45.1

(7.3)
	48.5

(9.2)
	54.3

(12.4)
	60.9

(16.1)
	68.7

(20.4)
	73.9

(23.3)
	75.5

(24.2)
	75.7

(24.3)
	71.7

(22.1)
	63.1

(17.3)
	53.9

(12.2)
	46.7

(8.2)
	61.5

(16.4)



	Record low °F (°C)
	10

(−12)
	14

(−10)
	22

(−6)
	36

(2)
	44

(7)
	56

(13)
	64

(18)
	64

(18)
	50

(10)
	33

(1)
	25

(−4)
	9

(−13)
	9

(−13)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	3.87

(98.3)
	3.21

(81.5)
	3.20

(81.3)
	3.25

(82.6)
	4.75

(120.7)
	7.10

(180.3)
	4.66

(118.4)
	5.06

(128.5)
	5.21

(132.3)
	5.99

(152.1)
	4.32

(109.7)
	4.03

(102.4)
	54.65

(1,388.1)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	9.2
	9.0
	8.0
	7.1
	7.3
	9.9
	9.1
	9.8
	9.1
	7.6
	8.5
	9.1
	103.7



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1990)[60]
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Further information: Geographic areas of Houston[image: External link] and List of Houston neighborhoods[image: External link]


Houston was incorporated in 1837 under the ward[image: External link] system of representation. The ward designation is the progenitor of the 11 current-day geographically oriented Houston City Council[image: External link] districts. Locations in Houston are generally classified as either being inside or outside the Interstate 610 Loop[image: External link]. The inside encompasses the central business district and many residential neighborhoods that antedate World War II. More recently, high-density residential areas have been developed within the loop. The city's outlying areas, suburbs, and enclaves are located outside of the loop. Beltway 8[image: External link] encircles the city another 5 miles (8.0 km) farther out.

Though Houston is the largest city in the United States without formal zoning[image: External link] regulations, it has developed similarly to other Sun Belt[image: External link] cities because the city's land use regulations and legal covenants[image: External link] have played a similar role.[71][72] Regulations include mandatory lot size for single-family houses and requirements that parking be available to tenants and customers. Such restrictions have had mixed results. Though some[72] have blamed the city's low density, urban sprawl[image: External link], and lack of pedestrian-friendliness on these policies, the city's land use has also been credited with having significant affordable housing, sparing Houston the worst effects of the 2008 real estate crisis[image: External link].[73] The city issued 42,697 building permits in 2008 and was ranked first in the list of healthiest housing markets for 2009.[74]

Voters rejected efforts to have separate residential and commercial land-use districts in 1948, 1962, and 1993. Consequently, rather than a single central business district as the center of the city's employment, multiple districts have grown throughout the city in addition to downtown[image: External link] which include Uptown[image: External link], Texas Medical Center[image: External link], Midtown[image: External link], Greenway Plaza[image: External link], Memorial City[image: External link], Energy Corridor[image: External link], Westchase[image: External link], and Greenspoint[image: External link].
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Main article: Architecture of Houston[image: External link]


See also: List of tallest buildings in Houston[image: External link]


Houston has the fourth-tallest skyline in North America (after New York City[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], and Toronto[image: External link]) and 12th-tallest in the world, as of 2014.[75][76][77] A seven-mile (11 km) system of tunnels and skywalks[image: External link] links downtown buildings containing shops and restaurants, enabling pedestrians to avoid summer heat and rain while walking between buildings.

In the 1960s, Downtown Houston[image: External link] consisted of a collection of midrise office structures. Downtown was on the threshold of an energy industry–led boom in 1970. A succession of skyscrapers was built throughout the 1970s—many by real estate developer Gerald D. Hines[image: External link]—culminating with Houston's tallest skyscraper, the 75-floor, 1,002-foot (305 m)-tall JPMorgan Chase Tower[image: External link] (formerly the Texas Commerce Tower), completed in 1982. It is the tallest structure in Texas, 15th tallest[image: External link] building in the United States, and the 85th-tallest[image: External link] skyscraper in the world, based on highest architectural feature. In 1983, the 71-floor, 992-foot (302 m)-tall Wells Fargo Plaza[image: External link] (formerly Allied Bank Plaza) was completed, becoming the second-tallest building in Houston and Texas. Based on highest architectural feature, it is the 17th-tallest in the United States and the 95th-tallest in the world. In 2007, downtown Houston had over 43 million square feet (4,000,000 m²) of office space.[78]

Centered on Post Oak Boulevard and Westheimer Road, the Uptown District[image: External link] boomed during the 1970s and early 1980s when a collection of midrise office buildings, hotels, and retail developments appeared along Interstate 610 West. Uptown became one of the most prominent instances of an edge city[image: External link]. The tallest building in Uptown is the 64-floor, 901-foot (275 m)-tall, Philip Johnson[image: External link] and John Burgee[image: External link] designed landmark Williams Tower[image: External link] (known as the Transco Tower until 1999). At the time of construction, it was believed to be the world's tallest skyscraper outside of a central business district. The new 20-story Skanska building[79] and BBVA Compass Plaza[80] are the newest office buildings built in Uptown after 30 years. The Uptown District is also home to buildings designed by noted architects I. M. Pei[image: External link], César Pelli[image: External link], and Philip Johnson[image: External link]. In the late 1990s and early 2000s, a mini-boom of midrise and highrise residential tower[image: External link] construction occurred, with several over 30 stories tall.[81][82][83] Since 2000 more than 30 high-rise buildings have gone up in Houston; all told, 72 high-rises tower over the city, which adds up to about 8,300 units.[84] In 2002, Uptown had more than 23 million square feet (2,100,000 m²) of office space with 16 million square feet (1,500,000 m²) of class A office space[image: External link].[85]
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Main article: Demographics of Houston[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	2,396
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,845
	
	102.2%



	1870[image: External link]
	9,332
	
	92.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	16,513
	
	77.0%



	1890[image: External link]
	27,557
	
	66.9%



	1900[image: External link]
	44,633
	
	62.0%



	1910[image: External link]
	78,800
	
	76.6%



	1920[image: External link]
	138,276
	
	75.5%



	1930[image: External link]
	292,352
	
	111.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	384,514
	
	31.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	596,163
	
	55.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	938,219
	
	57.4%



	1970[image: External link]
	1,232,802
	
	31.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	1,595,138
	
	29.4%



	1990[image: External link]
	1,630,553
	
	2.2%



	2000[image: External link]
	1,953,631
	
	19.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	2,100,263
	
	7.5%



	Est. 2015
	2,296,224
	[86]
	9.3%



	U.S. Decennial Census[image: External link]

2011 estimate[image: External link]




Houston is multicultural, in part because of its many academic institutions and strong industries, as well as being a major port city. Over 90 languages are spoken in the city.[87] It has among the youngest populations in the nation,[88][89][90] partly due to an influx of immigrants into Texas.[91] An estimated 400,000 illegal aliens[image: External link] reside in the Houston area.[92]

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, whites made up 51% of Houston's population; 26% of the total population was non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link]. Blacks or African Americans made up 25% of Houston's population. American Indians made up 0.7% of the population. Asians made up 6% (1.7% Vietnamese, 1.3% Chinese, 1.3% Indian, 0.9% Pakistani, 0.4% Filipino, 0.3% Korean, 0.1% Japanese), while Pacific Islanders made up 0.1%. Individuals from some other race made up 15.2% of the city's population, of which 0.2% were non-Hispanic. Individuals from two or more races made up 3.3% of the city. At the 2000 Census, 1,953,631 people inhabited the city, and the population density was 3,371.7 people per square mile (1,301.8/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 49.3% White, 25.3% African American, 6.3% Asian, 0.7% American Indian, 0.1% Pacific Islander, 16.5% from some other race, and 3.1% from two or more races. In addition, Hispanics made up 37.4% of Houston's population, while non-Hispanic Whites made up 30.8%,[93] down from 62.4% in 1970.[24]

The median income for a household in the city was $37,000, and for a family was $40,000. Males had a median income of $32,000 versus $27,000 for females. The per capita income was $20,000. About 19% of the population and 16% of families were below the poverty line. Of the total population, 26% of those under the age of 18 and 14% of those 65 and older were living below the poverty line.

According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], 73% of the population of the city identified themselves as Christians[image: External link], with 50% professing attendance at a variety of churches that could be considered Protestant[image: External link], and 19% professing Roman Catholic[image: External link] beliefs.[94][95] while 20% claim no religious affiliation[image: External link]. The same study says that other religions (including Judaism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], and Hinduism[image: External link]) collectively make up about 7% of the population



	Racial composition
	2010[96]
	1990[24]
	1970[24]



	White[image: External link]
	50.5%
	52.7%
	73.4%



	—Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link]
	25.6%
	40.6%
	62.4%[97]



	Black or African American
	23.7%
	28.1%
	25.7%,[98]



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	43.7%
	27.6%
	11.3%[97]



	Asian[image: External link]
	6.0%
	4.1%
	0.4%
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 Economy






	Top publicly traded companies

in Houston for 2013

with Texas and U.S. ranks



	Texas
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	2
	
	Phillips 66[image: External link]
	
	4



	5
	
	ConocoPhillips[image: External link]
	
	45



	7
	
	Enterprise Products Partners[image: External link]
	
	64



	8
	
	Sysco[image: External link]
	
	65



	9
	
	Plains All American Pipeline[image: External link]
	
	77



	11
	
	Halliburton[image: External link]
	
	106



	14
	
	Baker Hughes[image: External link]
	
	135



	18
	
	National Oilwell Varco[image: External link]
	
	144



	21
	
	Apache Corporation[image: External link]
	
	167



	22
	
	Marathon Oil[image: External link]
	
	174



	23
	
	Waste Management[image: External link]
	
	200



	29
	
	EOG Resources[image: External link]
	
	233



	30
	
	Kinder Morgan[image: External link]
	
	265



	34
	
	Cameron International[image: External link]
	
	310



	35
	
	KBR[image: External link]
	
	334



	37
	
	Group 1 Automotive[image: External link]
	
	343



	38
	
	CenterPoint Energy[image: External link]
	
	344



	39
	
	Enbridge Energy Partners[image: External link]
	
	38



	42
	
	Quanta Services[image: External link]
	
	413



	44
	
	FMC Technologies[image: External link]
	
	417



	46
	
	Targa Resources[image: External link]
	
	435



	48
	
	MRC Global[image: External link]
	
	451



	49
	
	Calpine[image: External link]
	
	459



	51
	
	Spectra Energy[image: External link]
	
	451



	Notes



	Rankings for fiscal year ended January 31, 2013



	Energy and oil (21 companies)



	Source: Fortune[image: External link][99]




Main article: Economy of Houston[image: External link]


Further information: List of companies in Houston[image: External link]


Houston is recognized worldwide for its energy industry—particularly for oil and natural gas—as well as for biomedical research and aeronautics. Renewable energy sources—wind and solar—are also growing economic bases in the city.[100][101] The Houston Ship Channel[image: External link] is also a large part of Houston's economic base. Because of these strengths, Houston is designated as a global city[image: External link] by the Globalization and World Cities Study Group and Network and global management consulting firm A.T. Kearney.[12] The Houston area is the top U.S. market for exports, surpassing New York City in 2013, according to data released by the U.S. Department of Commerce's International Trade Administration. In 2012, the Houston–The Woodlands–Sugar Land area recorded $110.3 billion in merchandise exports.[102] Petroleum products, chemicals, and oil and gas extraction equipment accounted for roughly two-thirds of the metropolitan area's exports last year. The top three destinations for exports were Mexico[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], and Brazil[image: External link].[103]

The Houston area is a leading center for building oilfield equipment.[104] Much of its success as a petrochemical complex is due to its busy ship channel, the Port of Houston[image: External link].[105] In the United States, the port ranks first in international commerce and 10th among the largest ports in the world.[13][106] Unlike most places, high oil and gasoline prices are beneficial for Houston's economy, as many of its residents are employed in the energy industry.[107] Houston is the beginning or end point of numerous oil, gas, and products pipelines:[108]

The Houston–The Woodlands–Sugar Land MSA's gross domestic product (GDP) in 2012 was $489 billion, making it the fourth-largest of any metropolitan area in the United States and larger than Austria[image: External link]'s, Venezuela[image: External link]'s, or South Africa[image: External link]'s GDP.[109] Only 26 countries other than the United States have a gross domestic product exceeding Houston's regional gross area product (GAP).[110] In 2010, mining (which consists almost entirely of exploration and production of oil and gas in Houston) accounted for 26.3% of Houston's GAP up sharply in response to high energy prices and a decreased worldwide surplus of oil production capacity, followed by engineering services, health services, and manufacturing.[111]

The University of Houston System[image: External link]'s annual impact on the Houston area's economy equates to that of a major corporation: $1.1 billion in new funds attracted annually to the Houston area, $3.13 billion in total economic benefit, and 24,000 local jobs generated.[113][114] This is in addition to the 12,500 new graduates the U.H. System produces every year who enter the workforce in Houston and throughout the state of Texas. These degree-holders tend to stay in Houston. After five years, 80.5% of graduates are still living and working in the region.[114]

In 2006, the Houston metropolitan area ranked first in Texas and third in the U.S. within the category of "Best Places for Business and Careers" by Forbes magazine.[115] Foreign governments have established 92 consular offices in Houston's metropolitan area, the third-highest in the nation.[116] Forty foreign governments maintain trade and commercial offices here with 23 active foreign chambers of commerce and trade associations.[117] Twenty-five foreign banks representing 13 nations operate in Houston, providing financial assistance to the international community.[118]

In 2008, Houston received top ranking on Kiplinger's Personal Finance Best Cities of 2008 list, which ranks cities on their local economy, employment opportunities, reasonable living costs, and quality of life.[119] The city ranked fourth for highest increase in the local technological innovation over the preceding 15 years, according to Forbes magazine.[120] In the same year, the city ranked second on the annual Fortune 500[image: External link] list of company headquarters,[121] first for Forbes magazine's Best Cities for College Graduates,[122] and first on their list of Best Cities to Buy a Home.[123] In 2010, the city was rated the best city for shopping, according to Forbes.[124]

In 2012, the city was ranked number one for paycheck worth by Forbes and in late May 2013, Houston was identified as America's top city for employment creation.[125][126]

In 2013, Houston was identified as the number one U.S. city for job creation by the U.S. Bureau of Statistics after it was not only the first major city to regain all the jobs lost in the preceding economic downturn, but also after the crash, more than two jobs were added for every one lost. Economist and vice president of research at the Greater Houston Partnership Patrick Jankowski attributed Houston's success to the ability of the region's real estate and energy industries to learn from historical mistakes. Furthermore, Jankowski stated that "more than 100 foreign-owned companies relocated, expanded or started new businesses in Houston" between 2008 and 2010, and this openness to external business boosted job creation during a period when domestic demand was problematically low.[126] Also in 2013, Houston again appeared on Forbes' list of Best Places for Business and Careers.[127]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Houston[image: External link]


See also: List of events in Houston[image: External link]


Located in the American South[image: External link], Houston is a diverse city with a large and growing international community.[128] The metropolitan area is home to an estimated 1.1 million (21.4 percent) residents who were born outside the United States, with nearly two-thirds of the area's foreign-born population from south of the United States–Mexico border.[129] Additionally, more than one in five foreign-born residents are from Asia.[129] The city is home to the nation's third-largest concentration of consular offices, representing 86 countries.[130]

Many annual events celebrate the diverse cultures of Houston. The largest and longest-running is the annual Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo[image: External link], held over 20 days from early to late March, and is the largest annual livestock show and rodeo in the world.[131] Another large celebration is the annual night-time Houston Pride Parade[image: External link], held at the end of June.[132] Other annual events include the Houston Greek Festival[image: External link],[133] Art Car Parade[image: External link], the Houston Auto Show[image: External link], the Houston International Festival,[134] and the Bayou City Art Festival[image: External link], which is considered to be one of the top five art festivals in the United States.[135][136]

Houston received the official nickname of "Space City" in 1967 because it is the location of NASA's Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center[image: External link]. Other nicknames[image: External link] often used by locals include "Bayou City", "Clutch City[image: External link]", "Magnolia City", and "H-Town".
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 Arts and theater




The Houston Theater District[image: External link], located downtown, is home to nine major performing arts organizations and six performance halls. It is the second-largest concentration of theater seats in a downtown area in the United States.[137][138][139] Houston is one of few United States cities with permanent, professional, resident companies in all major performing arts disciplines: opera (Houston Grand Opera[image: External link]), ballet (Houston Ballet[image: External link]), music (Houston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]), and theater (The Alley Theatre[image: External link], Theatre Under the Stars[image: External link]).[15][140] Houston is also home to folk artists[image: External link], art groups[image: External link] and various small progressive arts organizations.[141] Houston attracts many touring Broadway acts, concerts, shows, and exhibitions for a variety of interests.[142] Facilities in the Theater District include the Jones Hall[image: External link]—home of the Houston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] and Society for the Performing Arts—and the Hobby Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link].

The Museum District[image: External link]'s cultural institutions and exhibits attract more than 7 million visitors a year.[143][144] Notable facilities include The Museum of Fine Arts[image: External link], Houston Museum of Natural Science[image: External link], the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston[image: External link], the Station Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link], Holocaust Museum Houston[image: External link], and the Houston Zoo[image: External link].[145][146][147] Located near the Museum District are The Menil Collection[image: External link], Rothko Chapel[image: External link], and the Byzantine Fresco Chapel Museum[image: External link].

Bayou Bend[image: External link] is a 14-acre (5.7 ha) facility of the Museum of Fine Arts that houses one of America's best collections of decorative art, paintings, and furniture. Bayou Bend is the former home of Houston philanthropist Ima Hogg[image: External link].[148]

The National Museum of Funeral History is located in Houston near the George Bush Intercontinental Airport[image: External link]. The museum houses the original Popemobile[image: External link] used by Pope John Paul II[image: External link] in the 1980s along with numerous hearses, embalming displays, and information on famous funerals.

Venues across Houston regularly host local and touring rock, blues, country, dubstep, and Tejano musical acts. While Houston has never been widely known for its music scene,[149] Houston hip-hop[image: External link] has become a significant, independent music scene that is influential nationwide.[150]
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 Tourism and recreation




The Theater District[image: External link] is a 17-block area in the center of downtown Houston that is home to the Bayou Place[image: External link] entertainment complex, restaurants, movies, plazas, and parks. Bayou Place is a large multilevel building containing full-service restaurants, bars, live music, billiards, and Sundance Cinema[image: External link]. The Bayou Music Center[image: External link] stages live concerts, stage plays, and stand-up comedy. Space Center Houston[image: External link] is the official visitors' center of NASA's Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center. The Space Center has many interactive exhibits including moon rocks[image: External link], a shuttle simulator, and presentations about the history of NASA's manned space flight program. Other tourist attractions include the Galleria[image: External link] (Texas's largest[image: External link] shopping mall, located in the Uptown District), Old Market Square, the Downtown Aquarium[image: External link], and Sam Houston Race Park[image: External link].

Of worthy mention are Houston's current Chinatown[image: External link] and the Mahatma Gandhi District[image: External link]. Both areas offer a picturesque view of Houston's multicultural makeup. Restaurants, bakeries, traditional-clothing boutiques, and specialty shops can be found in both areas.

Houston is home to 337 parks, including Hermann Park[image: External link], Terry Hershey Park[image: External link], Lake Houston Park[image: External link], Memorial Park[image: External link], Tranquility Park[image: External link], Sesquicentennial Park[image: External link], Discovery Green[image: External link], and Sam Houston Park[image: External link]. Within Hermann Park are the Houston Zoo[image: External link] and the Houston Museum of Natural Science[image: External link]. Sam Houston Park contains restored and reconstructed homes which were originally built between 1823 and 1905.[151] A proposal has been made to open the city's first botanic garden at Herman Brown Park.[152]

Of the 10 most populous U.S. cities, Houston has the most total area of parks and green space, 56,405 acres (228 km2).[153] The city also has over 200 additional green spaces—totaling over 19,600 acres (79 km2) that are managed by the city—including the Houston Arboretum and Nature Center[image: External link]. The Lee and Joe Jamail Skatepark[image: External link] is a public skatepark[image: External link] owned and operated by the city of Houston, and is one of the largest skateparks in Texas consisting of a 30,000-ft2 (2,800 m2)in-ground facility. The Gerald D. Hines Waterwall Park[image: External link]—located in the Uptown District of the city—serves as a popular tourist attraction and for weddings and various celebrations. A 2011 study by Walk Score ranked Houston the 23rd most walkable of the 50 largest cities in the United States.[154] Wet'n'Wild SplashTown[image: External link] is a water park[image: External link] located north of Houston.

The Bayport Cruise Terminal[image: External link] on the Houston Ship Channel[image: External link] is port of call[image: External link] for both Princess Cruises[image: External link] and Norwegian Cruise Line[image: External link].[155]
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in Houston[image: External link]


Houston has sports teams for every major professional league except the National Hockey League[image: External link]. The Houston Astros[image: External link] are a Major League Baseball[image: External link] expansion team[image: External link] formed in 1962 (known as the "Colt .45s" until 1965) that made one World Series[image: External link] appearance in 2005[image: External link].[156] The Houston Rockets[image: External link] are a National Basketball Association[image: External link] franchise based in the city since 1971[image: External link]. They have won two NBA Championships[image: External link]: in 1994[image: External link] and 1995[image: External link] under star players Hakeem Olajuwon[image: External link], Otis Thorpe[image: External link], Clyde Drexler[image: External link], Vernon Maxwell[image: External link], and Kenny Smith[image: External link].[157] The Houston Texans[image: External link] are a National Football League expansion team formed in 2002[image: External link]. The Houston Dynamo[image: External link] is a Major League Soccer[image: External link] franchise that has been based in Houston since 2006[image: External link], winning two MLS Cup[image: External link] titles in 2006[image: External link] and 2007[image: External link]. The Houston Dash[image: External link] team plays in the National Women's Soccer League[image: External link].[158] The Scrap Yard Dawgs[image: External link], a women's professional softball team, are expected to play in the National Pro Fastpitch[image: External link] from 2016.[159][160]

Minute Maid Park[image: External link] (home of the Astros[image: External link]) and Toyota Center[image: External link] (home of the Rockets[image: External link]), are located in downtown Houston. Houston has the NFL's first retractable-roof stadium with natural grass, NRG Stadium (home of the Texans[image: External link]).[161] Minute Maid Park is also a retractable-roof stadium. Toyota Center also has the largest screen for an indoor arena in the United States built to coincide with the arena's hosting of the 2013 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link].[162] BBVA Compass Stadium[image: External link] is a soccer-specific stadium[image: External link] for the Houston Dynamo, the Texas Southern Tigers football[image: External link] team, and Houston Dash, located in East Downtown. In addition, NRG Astrodome[image: External link] was the first indoor stadium in the world, built in 1965.[163] Other sports facilities include Hofheinz Pavilion[image: External link] (Houston Cougars basketball), Rice Stadium[image: External link] (Rice Owls[image: External link] football), and Reliant Arena[image: External link]. TDECU Stadium[image: External link] is where the University of Houston[image: External link] Houston Cougars[image: External link] football team plays.[164] Houston has hosted several major sports events: the 1968[image: External link], 1986[image: External link] and 2004[image: External link] Major League Baseball All-Star Games[image: External link]; the 1989[image: External link], 2006[image: External link] and 2013[image: External link] NBA All-Star Games[image: External link]; Super Bowl VIII[image: External link] and Super Bowl XXXVIII, as well as hosting the 2005 World Series[image: External link] and 1981[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 1994[image: External link] and 1995 NBA Finals[image: External link], winning the latter two. NRG Stadium hosted Super Bowl LI[image: External link] on February 5, 2017.[165]

The city has hosted several major professional and college sporting events, including the annual Houston Open[image: External link] golf tournament. Houston hosts the annual Houston College Classic[image: External link] baseball tournament every February and the Texas Bowl[image: External link] in December.[166]

The Grand Prix of Houston[image: External link], an annual auto race on the IndyCar Series[image: External link] circuit is held on a 1.7-mile temporary street circuit in Reliant Park[image: External link]. The October 2013 event was held using a tweaked version of the 2006–2007 course.[167] The event has a 5-year race contract through 2017 with IndyCar.[168] In motorcycling, the Astrodome hosted an AMA Supercross Championship[image: External link] round from 1974 to 2003 and the NRG Stadium since 2003.
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 Government and politics




Main article: Politics of Houston[image: External link]


The city of Houston has a strong mayoral[image: External link] form of municipal government.[169] Houston is a home rule[image: External link] city and all municipal elections in the state of Texas are nonpartisan[image: External link].[169][170] The city's elected officials are the mayor, city controller and 16 members of the Houston City Council[image: External link].[171] The current mayor of Houston is Sylvester Turner[image: External link], a Democrat elected on a nonpartisan ballot. Houston's mayor serves as the city's chief administrator, executive officer, and official representative, and is responsible for the general management of the city and for seeing that all laws and ordinances are enforced.[172]

The original city council line-up of 14 members (nine district-based and five at-large positions) was based on a U.S. Justice Department mandate which took effect in 1979.[173] At-large council members represent the entire city.[171] Under the city charter, once the population in the city limits exceeded 2.1 million residents, two additional districts were to be added.[174] The city of Houston's official 2010 census count was 600 shy of the required number; however, as the city was expected to grow beyond 2.1 million shortly thereafter, the two additional districts were added for, and the positions filled during, the August 2011 elections.

The city controller[image: External link] is elected independently of the mayor and council. The controller's duties are to certify available funds prior to committing such funds and processing disbursements. The city's fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends on June 30. Ronald Green[image: External link] is the city controller, serving his first term as of January 2010.

As the result of a 2015 referendum in Houston, a mayor is elected for a four-year term, and can be elected to as many as two consecutive terms.[175] The term limits were spearheaded in 1991 by conservative political activist Clymer Wright[image: External link].[176] During 1991–2015, the city controller and city council members were subjected to a two-year, three-term limitation - the 2015 referendum amended term limits to two four year terms. As of 2017 some councilmembers who served two terms and won a final term will have served eight years in office, whereas a freshman councilmember who won a position in 2013 can serve up to two additional terms under the previous term limit law - a select few will have at least 10 years of incumbency once their term expires.

Houston is considered to be a politically divided city whose balance of power often sways between Republicans and Democrats. Much of the city's wealthier areas vote Republican while the city's working class and minority areas vote Democratic. According to the 2005 Houston Area Survey, 68 percent of non-Hispanic whites in Harris County are declared or favor Republicans while 89 percent of non-Hispanic blacks in the area are declared or favor Democrats. About 62 percent Hispanics (of any race) in the area are declared or favor Democrats.[177] The city has often been known to be the most politically diverse city in Texas, a state known for being generally conservative.[177] As a result, the city is often a contested area in statewide elections.[177] In 2009, Houston became the first US city with a population over 1 million citizens to elect a gay mayor, by electing Annise Parker[image: External link].
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 Crime




Houston had 323 homicides in 2016, and is one of three cities (along with Chicago[image: External link] and Baltimore[image: External link]) driving an increase in the nation's overall murder rate.[178]

Houston's murder rate ranked 46th of U.S. cities with a population over 250,000 in 2005 (per capita rate of 16.3 murders per 100,000 population).[179] In 2010, the city's murder rate (per capita rate of 11.8 murders per 100,000 population) was ranked sixth among U.S. cities with a population of over 750,000 (behind New York City, Chicago, Detroit, Dallas, and Philadelphia)[180] according to the FBI.

Murders fell by 37 percent from January to June 2011, compared with the same period in 2010. Houston's total crime rate including violent and nonviolent crimes decreased by 11 percent.[181]

Houston is a significant hub for trafficking of cocaine[image: External link], cannabis[image: External link], heroin[image: External link], MDMA[image: External link], and methamphetamine[image: External link] due to its size and proximity to major illegal drug exporting nations.[182] Houston is one of the country's largest hubs for human trafficking[image: External link].[183]

In the early 1970s, Houston, Pasadena[image: External link] and several coastal towns were the site of the Houston Mass Murders[image: External link], which at the time were the deadliest case of serial killing[image: External link] in American history.[184][185]
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 Education




Main article: Education in Houston[image: External link]


Seventeen school districts[image: External link] exist within the city of Houston. The Houston Independent School District[image: External link] (HISD) is the seventh-largest school district in the United States and the largest in Texas.[186] HISD has 112 campuses[image: External link] that serve as magnet or vanguard schools—specializing in such disciplines as health professions, visual and performing arts, and the sciences. There are also many charter schools that are run separately from school districts. In addition, some public school districts also have their own charter schools.

The Houston area encompasses more than 300 private schools,[187][188][189] many of which are accredited by Texas Private School Accreditation Commission recognized agencies. The Houston Area Independent Schools[image: External link] offer education from a variety of different religious as well as secular viewpoints.[190] The Houston area Catholic schools are operated by the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston[image: External link].
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 Colleges and universities




Further information: List of colleges and universities in Houston[image: External link]


Four separate and distinct state universities are located in Houston. The University of Houston[image: External link] is a nationally recognized Tier One research university, and is the flagship institution of the University of Houston System[image: External link].[191][192][193] The third-largest university in Texas, the University of Houston has nearly 40,000 students on its 667-acre campus in southeast Houston.[194] The University of Houston–Clear Lake[image: External link] and the University of Houston–Downtown[image: External link] are stand-alone universities; they are not branch campuses of the University of Houston. Located in the historic community of Third Ward is Texas Southern University[image: External link], one of the largest and most comprehensive historically black universities in the United States.

Several private institutions of higher learning—ranging from liberal arts colleges, such as The University of St. Thomas[image: External link], Houston's only Catholic university, to Rice University[image: External link], the nationally recognized research university—are located within the city. Rice, with a total enrollment of slightly more than 6,000 students, has a number of distinguished graduate programs and research institutes, such as the James A. Baker Institute for Public Policy.[195] Houston Baptist University[image: External link], affiliated with the Baptist General Convention of Texas, offers bachelor's and graduate degrees. It was founded in 1960 and is located in the Sharpstown area in Southwest Houston.

Three community college districts exist with campuses in and around Houston. The Houston Community College System[image: External link] serves most of Houston. The northwestern through northeastern parts of the city are served by various campuses of the Lone Star College System[image: External link], while the southeastern portion of Houston is served by San Jacinto College[image: External link], and a northeastern portion is served by Lee College[image: External link].[196] The Houston Community College and Lone Star College systems are within the 10 largest institutions of higher learning[image: External link] in the United States.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Media




Further information: List of newspapers in Houston[image: External link], List of television stations in Texas[image: External link], List of radio stations in Texas[image: External link], Magazines in Houston[image: External link], and List of films featured in Houston[image: External link]


The primary network-affiliated television stations are KPRC-TV[image: External link] ( NBC[image: External link]), KHOU-TV[image: External link] (CBS), KTRK-TV[image: External link] (ABC), KRIV[image: External link] ( Fox[image: External link]), KIAH[image: External link] (The CW[image: External link]), and KTXH[image: External link] ( MyNetworkTV[image: External link]). KTRK-TV, KRIV and KTXH operate as owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] of their networks.

The Houston–The Woodlands–Sugar Land metropolitan area is served by one public television station and one public radio station. KUHT[image: External link] (HoustonPBS) is a PBS[image: External link] member station and is the first public television station in the United States. Houston Public Radio is listener-funded and comprises one NPR[image: External link] member station, KUHF[image: External link] (KUHF News). The University of Houston System[image: External link] owns and holds broadcasting licenses to KUHT and KUHF. The stations broadcast from the Melcher Center for Public Broadcasting, located on the campus of the University of Houston[image: External link].

Houston is served by the Houston Chronicle[image: External link], its only major daily newspaper with wide distribution. The Hearst Corporation, which owns and operates the Houston Chronicle, bought the assets of the Houston Post[image: External link]—its long-time rival and main competition—when Houston Post ceased operations in 1995. The Houston Post was owned by the family of former Lieutenant Governor Bill Hobby[image: External link] of Houston. The only other major publication to serve the city is the Houston Press[image: External link]—a free alternative weekly with a weekly readership of more than 300,000.[197]
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 Healthcare




Main article: Texas Medical Center[image: External link]


See also: List of hospitals in Texas[image: External link]


Houston is the seat of the internationally renowned Texas Medical Center, which contains the world's largest concentration of research and healthcare institutions.[198] All 49 member institutions of the Texas Medical Center are non-profit organizations. They provide patient and preventive care, research, education, and local, national, and international community well-being. Employing more than 73,600 people, institutions at the medical center include 13 hospitals and two specialty institutions, two medical schools, four nursing schools, and schools of dentistry, public health, pharmacy, and virtually all health-related careers. It is where one of the first—and still the largest—air emergency service, Life Flight[image: External link], was created, and a very successful inter-institutional transplant program was developed. More heart surgeries are performed at the Texas Medical Center than anywhere else in the world.[199]

Some of the academic and research health institutions at the center include MD Anderson Cancer Center[image: External link], Baylor College of Medicine[image: External link], UT Health Science Center[image: External link], Memorial Hermann Hospital[image: External link], Houston Methodist Hospital[image: External link], Texas Children's Hospital[image: External link], and University of Houston College of Pharmacy[image: External link].

The Baylor College of Medicine has annually been considered within the top ten medical schools in the nation; likewise, the MD Anderson Cancer Center has consistently ranked as one of the top two U.S. hospitals specializing in cancer care by U.S. News & World Report since 1990.[200][201] The Menninger Clinic[image: External link], a renowned psychiatric treatment center, is affiliated with Baylor College of Medicine and the Houston Methodist Hospital System.[202] With hospital locations nationwide and headquarters in Houston, the Triumph Healthcare hospital system is the third largest long term acute care provider nationally.[203]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Houston[image: External link]
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 Highways




Seventy-one point seven percent of residents drive alone to work.[204] Houston's freeway[image: External link] system comprises 739.3 miles (1,189.8 km) of freeways and expressways in a ten-county metropolitan area.[205] However, the Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link]'s annual Urban Mobility Report found that Houston had the fourth-worst congestion in the country with commuters spending an average of 58 hours in traffic in 2009.[206]

Houston's highway system has a hub-and-spoke[image: External link] freeway structure serviced by multiple loops. The innermost loop is Interstate 610[image: External link], which encircles downtown, the medical center, and many core neighborhoods with around a 8-mile (13 km) diameter. Beltway 8[image: External link] and its freeway core, the Sam Houston Tollway, form the middle loop at a diameter of roughly 23 miles (37 km). A proposed highway project, State Highway 99[image: External link] (Grand Parkway), will form a third loop outside of Houston, totaling 180 miles in length and making an almost-complete circumference, with the exception of crossing the ship channel. As of June 2014, two of eleven segments of State Highway 99 have been completed to the west of Houston, and three northern segments totaling 38 miles. In addition to the Sam Houston Tollway loop mentioned above, the Harris County Toll Road Authority currently operates four spoke tollways: The Katy Managed Lanes of Interstate 10, the Hardy Toll Road, the Westpark Tollway, and the Fort Bend Parkway Extension. Other spoke roads either planned or under construction include Crosby Freeway[image: External link], and the future Alvin Freeway[image: External link].

Houston's freeway system is monitored by Houston TranStar—a partnership of four government agencies that are responsible for providing transportation and emergency management[image: External link] services to the region[image: External link].[207]
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 Transit systems




The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County[image: External link] (METRO) provides public transportation in the form of buses, light rail, and lift vans.

METRO began light rail service on January 1, 2004, with the inaugural track ("Red Line") running about 8 miles (13 km) from the University of Houston–Downtown (UHD), which traverses through the Texas Medical Center and terminates at NRG Park[image: External link]. METRO is currently in the design phase of a 10-year expansion plan that will add five more lines.[208] and expand the current Red Line. Amtrak[image: External link], the national passenger rail system, provides service three times a week to Houston via the Sunset Limited[image: External link] (Los Angeles–New Orleans), which stops at a train station[image: External link] on the north side of the downtown area. The station saw 14,891 boardings and alightings in fiscal year 2008.[209] In 2012, there was a 25 percent increase in ridership to 20,327 passengers embarking from the Houston Amtrak station.[210]
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 Cycling




Houston has the largest number of bike commuters in Texas with over 160 miles of dedicated bikeways.[211] The city is currently in the process of expanding its on and off street bikeway network.[212] A bicycle sharing system[image: External link] known as Houston B-Cycle currently operates 29 different stations in downtown and neighboring areas.[213]
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 Airports




Houston is served by three airports, two of which are commercial that served 52 million passengers in 2007 and managed by the Houston Airport System[image: External link].[214] The Federal Aviation Administration[image: External link] and the state of Texas selected the "Houston Airport System as Airport of the Year" for 2005,[215] largely because of its multi-year, $3.1 billion airport improvement program for both major airports in Houston.

The primary city airport is George Bush Intercontinental Airport[image: External link] (IAH), the tenth-busiest in the United States for total passengers, and twenty eighth-busiest worldwide. Bush Intercontinental currently ranks fourth in the United States for non-stop domestic and international service with 182 destinations.[216] In 2006, the United States Department of Transportation[image: External link] named IAH the fastest-growing of the top ten airports in the United States.[217] The Houston Air Route Traffic Control Center[image: External link] stands on the George Bush Intercontinental Airport grounds.

Houston was the headquarters of Continental Airlines[image: External link] until its 2010 merger with United Airlines[image: External link] with headquarters in Chicago; regulatory approval for the merger was granted in October of that year. Bush Intercontinental became United Airlines' largest airline hub[image: External link].[218] The airline retained a significant operational presence in Houston while offering more than 700 daily departures from the city.[219][220] In early 2007, Bush Intercontinental Airport was named a model "port of entry" for international travelers by U.S. Customs and Border Protection.[221]

The second-largest commercial airport is William P. Hobby Airport[image: External link] (named Houston International Airport until 1967) which operates primarily short- to medium-haul domestic flights. However, in 2015 Southwest Airlines[image: External link] launched service from a new international terminal at Hobby airport to several destinations in Mexico[image: External link], Central America[image: External link], and the Caribbean[image: External link]. These were the first international flights flown from Hobby since 1969.[222] Houston's aviation history is showcased in the 1940 Air Terminal Museum[image: External link] located in the old terminal building on the west side of the airport. Hobby Airport has been recognized with two awards for being one of the top five performing airports in the world and for customer service by Airports Council International[image: External link].[223]

Houston's third municipal airport is Ellington Airport[image: External link] (a former U.S. Air Force base) used by military, government, NASA[image: External link], and general aviation sectors.[224]
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 Sister cities




The Houston Office of Protocol and International Affairs is the city's liaison to Houston's sister cities and to the national governing organization, Sister Cities International. Through their official city-to-city relationships, these volunteer associations promote people-to-people diplomacy and encourage citizens to develop mutual trust and understanding through commercial, cultural, educational, and humanitarian exchanges.[225][226]



	
Abu Dhabi[image: External link] (United Arab Emirates[image: External link]) – 2001

	
Baku[image: External link] ( Azerbaijan[image: External link]) – 1976

	
Basrah[image: External link] ( Iraq[image: External link]) – 2015[227]


	
Chiba[image: External link] ( Japan[image: External link]) – 1973

	Grampian Region, Aberdeen[image: External link] (United Kingdom[image: External link]) – 1979[228]


	
Guayaquil[image: External link] ( Ecuador[image: External link]) – 1987

	
Huelva[image: External link] ( Spain[image: External link]) – 1969

	
Istanbul[image: External link] ( Turkey[image: External link]) – 1986

	
Karachi[image: External link] ( Pakistan[image: External link]) – 2009

	
Leipzig[image: External link] ( Germany[image: External link]) – 1993

	
Luanda[image: External link] ( Angola[image: External link]) – 2003

	
Nice[image: External link] ( France[image: External link]) – 1973

	
Perth[image: External link] ( Australia[image: External link]) – 1983

	
Shenzhen[image: External link] ( China[image: External link]) – 1986

	
Stavanger[image: External link] ( Norway[image: External link]) – 1980

	
Taipei[image: External link] ( Taiwan[image: External link]) – 1963

	
Tampico[image: External link] ( Mexico[image: External link]) – 2003

	
Tyumen[image: External link] ( Russia[image: External link]) – 1995

	
Wuhan[image: External link] ( China[image: External link]) – 2016
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 See also





	List of people from Houston[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the highest and lowest temperature readings during an entire month or year) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Houston were kept at the Weather Bureau in downtown from July 1888 to May 1969, and at Intercontinental since June 1969.[68]
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This article is about the U.S. state. For other uses, see Texas (disambiguation)[image: External link].
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(see Languages spoken in Texas[image: External link])
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	Ranked 2nd[image: External link]



	 • Total
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	 •  Density[image: External link]
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Ranked 26th[image: External link]




	 • Median household income[image: External link]
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	 • Highest point
	
Guadalupe Peak[image: External link][6][7][8]
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	 • Mean
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	 • Lowest point
	
Gulf of Mexico[image: External link][7]

sea level
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	Republic of Texas[image: External link]



	Admission to Union[image: External link]
	December 29, 1845 (28th)
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Greg Abbott[image: External link] ( R[image: External link])
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Dan Patrick[image: External link] ( R[image: External link])
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	Texas Legislature[image: External link]



	 • Upper house[image: External link]

	Senate[image: External link]



	 • Lower house[image: External link]

	House of Representatives[image: External link]



	U.S. Senators[image: External link]
	
John Cornyn[image: External link] ( R[image: External link])

Ted Cruz[image: External link] ( R[image: External link])



	U.S. House delegation[image: External link]
	25 Republicans,

11 Democrats[image: External link] ( list[image: External link])



	Time zones[image: External link]
	 



	 • most of state
	
Central[image: External link]: UTC[image: External link] −6[image: External link]/ −5[image: External link]




	 • El Paso[image: External link], Hudspeth[image: External link], and northwestern Culberson[image: External link] counties
	
Mountain[image: External link]: UTC[image: External link] −7[image: External link]/ −6[image: External link]




	ISO 3166[image: External link]
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	Abbreviations
	
TX[image: External link], Tex.[image: External link]




	Website
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Texas longhorn[image: External link], nine-banded armadillo[image: External link] (Dasypus novemcinctus)
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Texas horned lizard[image: External link] (Phrynosoma cornutum)
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Pecan[image: External link] (Carya illinoinensis)
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	Food[image: External link]
	Chili[image: External link]



	Motto[image: External link]
	Friendship



	Shell[image: External link]
	
Lightning whelk[image: External link] (Busycon perversum pulleyi)
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	USS Texas[image: External link]
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	The Friendly State



	Soil[image: External link]
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	Song[image: External link]
	"Texas, Our Texas[image: External link]"
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	Other
	Molecule: Buckyball[image: External link] (For more, see article[image: External link])



	State route marker[image: External link]
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Texas (/'tekses /[image: External link], local /'teksz /[image: External link]; Spanish[image: External link]: Texas or Tejas [ˈtexas][image: External link]) is the second largest state[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] by both area[image: External link] and population[image: External link]. Geographically located in the south central[image: External link] part of the country, Texas shares borders with the U.S. states of Louisiana[image: External link] to the east, Arkansas[image: External link] to the northeast, Oklahoma[image: External link] to the north, New Mexico[image: External link] to the west, and the Mexican states[image: External link] of Chihuahua[image: External link], Coahuila[image: External link], Nuevo León[image: External link], and Tamaulipas[image: External link] to the southwest, while the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] is to the southeast.

Houston is the most populous city[image: External link] in Texas and the fourth largest[image: External link] in the U.S., while San Antonio[image: External link] is the second most populous in the state and seventh largest in the U.S. Dallas–Fort Worth[image: External link] and Greater Houston[image: External link] are the fourth and fifth largest metropolitan statistical areas[image: External link] in the country, respectively. Other major cities include Austin[image: External link], the second most populous state capital[image: External link] in the U.S., and El Paso[image: External link]. Texas is nicknamed the Lone Star State to signify its former status as an independent republic, and as a reminder of the state's struggle for independence from Mexico[image: External link]. The "Lone Star" can be found on the Texan state flag and on the Texan state seal.[9] The origin of Texas's name is from the word "Tejas", which means "friends" in the Caddo[image: External link] language.[10]

Due to its size and geologic features such as the Balcones Fault[image: External link], Texas contains diverse landscapes[image: External link] that resemble both the U.S. southern[image: External link] and southwestern[image: External link] regions.[11] Although Texas is popularly associated with the U.S. southwestern deserts[image: External link], less than 10 percent of Texas' land area is desert[image: External link].[12] Most of the population centers are located in areas of former prairies[image: External link], grasslands[image: External link], forests[image: External link], and the coastline[image: External link]. Traveling from east to west, one can observe terrain that ranges from coastal swamps[image: External link] and piney woods[image: External link], to rolling plains and rugged hills, and finally the desert[image: External link] and mountains of the Big Bend[image: External link].

The term "six flags over Texas[image: External link]"[note 1] refers to several nations that have ruled over the territory. Spain was the first European country to claim the area[image: External link] of Texas. France held a short-lived colony[image: External link]. Mexico controlled the territory until 1836 when Texas won its independence, becoming an independent Republic[image: External link]. In 1845, Texas joined the United States as the 28th state. The state's annexation[image: External link] set off a chain of events that caused the Mexican–American War[image: External link] in 1846. A slave state[image: External link] before the American Civil War[image: External link], Texas declared its secession from the U.S. in early 1861, and officially joined the Confederate States of America[image: External link] on March 2 of the same year. After the Civil War and the restoration of its representation in the federal government, Texas entered a long period of economic stagnation.

One Texan industry that thrived after the Civil War was cattle[image: External link]. Due to its long history as a center of the industry, Texas is associated with the image of the cowboy[image: External link]. The state's economic fortunes changed in the early 20th century, when oil[image: External link] discoveries[image: External link] initiated an economic boom[image: External link] in the state. With strong investments in universities, Texas developed a diversified economy[image: External link] and high tech[image: External link] industry in the mid-20th century. As of 2015, it is second on the list of the most Fortune 500[image: External link] companies with 54.[13] With a growing base of industry, the state leads in many industries, including agriculture, petrochemicals[image: External link], energy[image: External link], computers[image: External link] and electronics[image: External link], aerospace[image: External link], and biomedical sciences[image: External link]. Texas has led the nation in export revenue since 2002 and has the second-highest[image: External link] gross state product[image: External link].
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 Etymology




The name Texas, based on the Caddo word[image: External link] tejas meaning "friends" or "allies", was applied by the Spanish to the Caddo[image: External link] themselves and to the region of their settlement in East Texas[image: External link].[14]

During Spanish colonial rule, the area was officially known as the Nuevo Reino de Filipinas: La Provincia de Texas.[15]
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Main article: Geography of Texas[image: External link]


Texas is the second largest[image: External link] U.S. state, behind Alaska[image: External link], with an area of 268,820 square miles (696,200 km2). Though 10 percent larger than France[image: External link] and almost twice as large as Germany or Japan, it ranks only 27th worldwide amongst country subdivisions by size[image: External link]. If it were an independent country, Texas would be the 40th largest[image: External link] behind Chile[image: External link] and Zambia[image: External link].

Texas is in the south central[image: External link] part of the United States of America. Three of its borders are defined by rivers. The Rio Grande[image: External link] forms a natural border with the Mexican states of Chihuahua[image: External link], Coahuila[image: External link], Nuevo León[image: External link], and Tamaulipas[image: External link] to the south. The Red River[image: External link] forms a natural border with Oklahoma and Arkansas to the north. The Sabine River[image: External link] forms a natural border with Louisiana to the east. The Texas Panhandle[image: External link] has an eastern border with Oklahoma at 100° W[image: External link], a northern border with Oklahoma at 36°30' N[image: External link] and a western border with New Mexico at 103° W[image: External link]. El Paso[image: External link] lies on the state's western tip at 32° N[image: External link] and the Rio Grande.[16]

With 10 climatic regions[image: External link], 14 soil regions[image: External link] and 11 distinct ecological regions[image: External link], regional classification becomes problematic with differences in soils, topography, geology, rainfall, and plant and animal communities.[17] One classification system divides Texas, in order from southeast to west, into the following: Gulf Coastal Plains[image: External link], Interior Lowlands, Great Plains[image: External link], and Basin and Range Province.

The Gulf Coastal Plains region wraps around the Gulf of Mexico on the southeast section of the state. Vegetation in this region consists of thick piney woods. The Interior Lowlands region consists of gently rolling to hilly forested land and is part of a larger pine-hardwood forest.

The Great Plains region in central Texas is located in spans through the state's panhandle[image: External link] and Llano Estacado[image: External link] to the state's hill country[image: External link] near Austin. This region is dominated by prairie[image: External link] and steppe[image: External link]. "Far West Texas" or the " Trans-Pecos[image: External link]" region is the state's Basin and Range Province. The most varied of the regions, this area includes Sand Hills, the Stockton Plateau, desert valleys, wooded mountain slopes and desert grasslands.

Texas has 3,700 named streams and 15 major rivers,[18][19] with the Rio Grande[image: External link] as the largest. Other major rivers include the Pecos[image: External link], the Brazos[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], and Red River[image: External link]. While Texas has few natural lakes, Texans have built over 100 artificial reservoirs[image: External link].[20]

The size and unique history of Texas make its regional affiliation debatable; it can be fairly considered a Southern or a Southwestern state, or both. The vast geographic, economic, and cultural diversity within the state itself prohibits easy categorization of the whole state into a recognized region of the United States[image: External link]. Notable extremes range from East Texas[image: External link] which is often considered an extension of the Deep South[image: External link], to Far West Texas[image: External link] which is generally acknowledged to be part of the interior Southwest[image: External link].[21]
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Main article: Geology of Texas[image: External link]


Texas is the southernmost part of the Great Plains, which ends in the south against the folded Sierra Madre Occidental[image: External link] of Mexico. The continental crust[image: External link] forms a stable Mesoproterozoic[image: External link] craton[image: External link] which changes across a broad continental margin and transitional crust into true oceanic crust[image: External link] of the Gulf of Mexico. The oldest rocks in Texas date from the Mesoproterozoic and are about 1,600 million years old.

These Precambrian[image: External link] igneous[image: External link] and metamorphic rocks[image: External link] underlie most of the state, and are exposed in three places: Llano[image: External link] uplift, Van Horn[image: External link], and the Franklin Mountains[image: External link], near El Paso. Sedimentary rocks[image: External link] overlay most of these ancient rocks. The oldest sediments were deposited on the flanks of a rifted continental margin, or passive margin[image: External link] that developed during Cambrian[image: External link] time.

This margin existed until Laurasia[image: External link] and Gondwana[image: External link] collided in the Pennsylvanian[image: External link] subperiod to form Pangea[image: External link]. This is the buried crest of the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link]–Ouachita Mountains[image: External link] zone of Pennsylvanian continental collision[image: External link]. This orogenic[image: External link] crest is today buried beneath the Dallas– Waco[image: External link]—Austin–San Antonio trend.

The late Paleozoic[image: External link] mountains collapsed as rifting[image: External link] in the Jurassic[image: External link] period began to open the Gulf of Mexico. Pangea began to break up in the Triassic[image: External link], but seafloor spreading[image: External link] to form the Gulf of Mexico occurred only in the mid and late Jurassic[image: External link]. The shoreline shifted again to the eastern margin of the state and the Gulf of Mexico passive margin began to form. Today 9 to 12 miles (14 to 19 km) of sediments are buried beneath the Texas continental shelf and a large proportion of remaining US oil reserves[image: External link] are located here. At the start of its formation, the incipient Gulf of Mexico basin was restricted and seawater often evaporated completely to form thick evaporite[image: External link] deposits of Jurassic age. These salt deposits formed salt dome[image: External link] diapirs[image: External link], and are found in East Texas along the Gulf coast.[22]

East Texas outcrops consist of Cretaceous[image: External link] and Paleogene[image: External link] sediments which contain important deposits of Eocene[image: External link] lignite[image: External link]. The Mississippian and Pennsylvanian sediments in the north; Permian sediments in the west; and Cretaceous sediments in the east, along the Gulf coast and out on the Texas continental shelf[image: External link] contain oil. Oligocene[image: External link] volcanic[image: External link] rocks are found in far west Texas in the Big Bend[image: External link] area. A blanket of Miocene[image: External link] sediments known as the Ogallala formation[image: External link] in the western high plains region is an important aquifer[image: External link].[23] Located far from an active plate tectonic[image: External link] boundary, Texas has no volcanoes[image: External link] and few earthquakes.[24]
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 Wildlife




See also: List of mammals of Texas[image: External link], List of birds of Texas[image: External link], List of reptiles of Texas[image: External link], and List of amphibians of Texas[image: External link]


A wide range of animals and insects live in Texas. It is the home to 65 species of mammals, 213 species of reptiles and amphibians, and the greatest diversity of bird life in the United States—590 native species in all.[25] At least 12 species have been introduced and now reproduce freely in Texas.[26]

Texas plays host to several species of wasps. Texas is one of the regions that has the highest abundance of Polistes exclamans[image: External link].[27] Additionally, Texas has provided an important ground for the study of Polistes annularis[image: External link].

During the spring Texas wildflowers[image: External link] such as the state flower, the bluebonnet[image: External link], line highways throughout Texas. During the Johnson Administration the first lady, Lady Bird Johnson[image: External link], worked to draw attention to Texas wildflowers.
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Main article: Climate of Texas[image: External link]


The large size of Texas and its location at the intersection of multiple climate zones[image: External link] gives the state highly variable weather. The Panhandle[image: External link] of the state has colder winters than North Texas, while the Gulf Coast has mild winters. Texas has wide variations in precipitation patterns. El Paso, on the western end of the state, averages 8.7 inches (220 mm) of annual rainfall,[28] while parts of southeast Texas average as much as 64 inches (1,600 mm) per year.[29] Dallas in the North Central region averages a more moderate 37 inches (940 mm) per year.

Snow falls multiple times each winter in the Panhandle and mountainous areas of West Texas, once or twice a year in North Texas, and once every few years in Central and East Texas. Snow falls south of San Antonio or on the coast in rare circumstances only. Of note is the 2004 Christmas Eve snowstorm[image: External link], when 6 inches (150 mm) of snow fell as far south as Kingsville[image: External link], where the average high temperature in December is 65 °F.[30]

Maximum temperatures in the summer months average from the 80s ° F[image: External link] (26 °C) in the mountains of West Texas and on Galveston Island[image: External link] to around 100 °F (38 °C) in the Rio Grande Valley[image: External link], but most areas of Texas see consistent summer high temperatures in the 90 °F (32 °C) range.

Night-time summer temperatures range from the upper 50s °F (14 °C) in the West Texas mountains[31] to 80 °F (27 °C) in Galveston.[32]

The table below consists of averages for August (generally the warmest month) and January (generally the coldest) in selected cities in various regions of the state. El Paso and Amarillo are exceptions with July and December respectively being the warmest and coldest months respectively, but with August and January only being narrowly different.



	Average daily maximum and minimum temperatures for selected cities in Texas



	Location
	August (°F)
	August (°C)
	January (°F)
	January (°C)



	Houston[image: External link]
	94/75
	34/24
	63/42
	17/6



	San Antonio[image: External link]
	96/74
	35/23
	63/40
	17/5



	Dallas[image: External link]
	96/77
	36/25
	57/37
	16/3



	Austin[image: External link]
	97/74
	36/23
	61/45
	16/5



	El Paso[image: External link]
	92/67
	33/21
	57/32
	14/0



	Laredo[image: External link]
	100/77
	37/25
	67/46
	19/7



	Amarillo[image: External link]
	89/64
	32/18
	50/23
	10/–4



	Brownsville[image: External link]
	94/76
	34/24
	70/51
	21/11
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 Storms




Thunderstorms[image: External link] strike Texas often, especially the eastern and northern portions of the state. Tornado Alley[image: External link] covers the northern section of Texas. The state experiences the most tornadoes[image: External link] in the United States, an average of 139 a year. These strike most frequently in North Texas and the Panhandle.[34] Tornadoes in Texas generally occur in the months of April, May, and June.[35]

Some of the most destructive hurricanes in U.S. history have impacted Texas. A hurricane in 1875 killed about 400 people in Indianola[image: External link], followed by another hurricane[image: External link] in 1886 that destroyed the town. These events allowed Galveston[image: External link] to take over as the chief port city. The 1900 Galveston hurricane[image: External link] subsequently devastated that city, killing about 8,000 people or possibly as many as 12,000. This makes it the deadliest natural disaster[image: External link] in U.S. history.[36]

Other devastating Texas hurricanes include the 1915 Galveston hurricane[image: External link], Hurricane Audrey[image: External link] in 1957 which killed over 600 people, Hurricane Carla[image: External link] in 1961, Hurricane Beulah[image: External link] in 1967, Hurricane Alicia[image: External link] in 1983, Hurricane Rita[image: External link] in 2005, and Hurricane Ike in 2008.[36] Tropical storms[image: External link] have also caused their share of damage: Allison[image: External link] in 1989 and again during 2001[image: External link], and Claudette[image: External link] in 1979 among them.
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 Greenhouse gases




Texas emits the most greenhouse gases[image: External link] in the U.S.[37][38][39] The state emits nearly 1.5 trillion pounds (680 billion kg) of carbon dioxide annually. As an independent nation, Texas would rank as the world's seventh-largest producer of greenhouse gases.[38] Causes of the state's vast greenhouse gas emissions include the state's large number of coal power plants[image: External link] and the state's refining and manufacturing industries.[38] In 2010, there were 2,553 "emission events" which poured 44.6 million pounds of contaminants into the Texas sky.[40]
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Main article: History of Texas[image: External link]
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Further information: Pre-Columbian Mexico[image: External link]


Texas lies between two major cultural spheres of Pre-Columbian North America[image: External link]: the Southwestern[image: External link] and the Plains[image: External link] areas. Archaeologists[image: External link] have found that three major indigenous cultures lived in this territory, and reached their developmental peak before the first European contact. These were:[41]


	the Pueblo[image: External link] from the upper Rio Grande[image: External link] region, centered west of Texas;

	the Mississippian culture[image: External link], also known as Mound Builders[image: External link], which extended along the Mississippi River Valley[image: External link] east of Texas; and

	the civilizations of Mesoamerica[image: External link], centered south of Texas. Influence of Teotihuacan[image: External link] in northern Mexico peaked around AD 500 and declined over the 8th to 10th centuries.



No culture was dominant in the present-day Texas region, and many peoples inhabited the area.[41] Native American tribes that lived inside the boundaries of present-day Texas include the Alabama[image: External link], Apache[image: External link], Atakapan[image: External link], Bidai[image: External link], Caddo[image: External link], Coahuiltecan[image: External link], Comanche[image: External link], Choctaw[image: External link], Coushatta[image: External link], Hasinai[image: External link], Jumano[image: External link], Karankawa[image: External link], Kickapoo[image: External link], Kiowa[image: External link], Tonkawa[image: External link], and Wichita[image: External link].[42][43] The name Texas derives from táyshaʔ, a word in the Caddoan language[image: External link] of the Hasinai, which means "friends" or "allies".[2][14][44][45][46]

Whether a Native American tribe was friendly or warlike was critical to the fates of European explorers and settlers[image: External link] in that land.[47] Friendly tribes taught newcomers how to grow indigenous crops, prepare foods, and hunt wild game[image: External link]. Warlike tribes made life difficult and dangerous for Europeans through their attacks and resistance to the newcomers.[48]
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 Colonization




Main articles: French colonization of Texas[image: External link], Spanish Texas[image: External link], and Mexican Texas[image: External link]


The first historical document related to Texas was a map of the Gulf Coast[image: External link], created in 1519 by Spanish explorer Alonso Álvarez de Pineda[image: External link].[49][50] Nine years later, shipwrecked Spanish explorer Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca[image: External link] and his cohort became the first Europeans in what is now Texas.[51][52] Cabeza de Vaca reported that in 1528, when the Spanish landed in the area, "half the natives died from a disease of the bowels and blamed us."[53] Cabeza de Vaca also made observations about the way of life of the Ignaces Natives of Texas: "They went about with a firebrand, setting fire to the plains and timber so as to drive off the mosquitos, and also to get lizards and similar things which they eat, to come out of the soil. In the same manner they kill deer, encircling them with fires, and they do it also to deprive the animals of pasture, compelling them to go for food where the Indians want."[54]

Francisco Vázquez de Coronado[image: External link] describes his 1541 encounter with "Two kinds of people travel around these plains with the cows; one is called Querechos[image: External link] and the others Teyas[image: External link]; they are very well built, and painted, and are enemies of each other. They have no other settlement or location than comes from traveling around with the cows. They kill all of these they wish, and tan the hides, with which they clothe themselves and make their tents, and they eat the flesh, sometimes even raw, and they also even drink the blood when thirsty. The tents they make are like field tents, and they set them up over some poles they have made for this purpose, which come together and are tied at the top, and when they go from one place to another they carry them on some dogs they have, of which they have many, and they load them with the tents and poles and other things, for the country is so level, as I said, that they can make use of these, because they carry the poles dragging along on the ground. The sun is what they worship most."[55]

European powers ignored the area until accidentally settling there in 1685. Miscalculations by René-Robert Cavelier de La Salle[image: External link] resulted in his establishing the colony of Fort Saint Louis[image: External link] at Matagorda Bay[image: External link] rather than along the Mississippi River[image: External link].[56] The colony lasted only four years before succumbing to harsh conditions and hostile natives.[57]

In 1690 Spanish authorities, concerned that France posed competitive threat, constructed several missions[image: External link] in East Texas[image: External link].[58] After Native American resistance, the Spanish missionaries returned to Mexico.[59] When France began settling Louisiana[image: External link], mostly in the southern part of the state, in 1716 Spanish authorities responded by founding a new series of missions in East Texas.[60][61] Two years later, they created San Antonio[image: External link] as the first Spanish civilian settlement in the area.[62]

Hostile native tribes and distance from nearby Spanish colonies discouraged settlers from moving to the area. It was one of New Spain's least populated provinces.[64] In 1749, the Spanish peace treaty with the Lipan Apache[image: External link][65] angered many tribes, including the Comanche[image: External link], Tonkawa[image: External link], and Hasinai[image: External link].[66] The Comanche signed a treaty with Spain in 1785[67] and later helped to defeat the Lipan Apache and Karankawa[image: External link] tribes.[68][69] With more numerous missions being established, priests led a peaceful conversion of most tribes. By the end of the 18th century only a few nomadic[image: External link] tribes had not converted to Christianity.[70]

When the United States purchased Louisiana[image: External link] from France in 1803, American authorities insisted that the agreement also included Texas. The boundary between New Spain and the United States was finally set at the Sabine River[image: External link] in 1819, at what is now the border between Texas and Louisiana.[71] Eager for new land, many United States settlers refused to recognize the agreement. Several filibusters[image: External link] raised armies to invade the area west of the Sabine River.[72] In 1821, the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] included the Texas territory, which became part of Mexico.[73] Due to its low population, Mexico made the area part of the state of Coahuila y Tejas[image: External link].[74]

Hoping that more settlers would reduce the near-constant Comanche raids, Mexican Texas[image: External link] liberalized its immigration policies to permit immigrants from outside Mexico and Spain.[75] Under the Mexican immigration system, large swathes of land were allotted to empresarios[image: External link], who recruited settlers from the United States, Europe, and the Mexican interior. The first grant, to Moses Austin[image: External link], was passed to his son Stephen F. Austin[image: External link] after his death.

Austin's settlers, the Old Three Hundred[image: External link], made places along the Brazos River[image: External link] in 1822.[76] Twenty-three other empresarios brought settlers to the state, the majority of whom were from the United States.[76][77] The population of Texas grew rapidly. In 1825, Texas had about 3,500 people, with most of Mexican descent.[78] By 1834, the population had grown to about 37,800 people, with only 7,800 of Mexican descent.[79] Most of these early settlers who arrived with Austin and soon after were persons less than fortunate in life, as Texas was devoid of the comforts found elsewhere in Mexico and the United States during that time period. Early Texas settler David B. Edwards described his fellow Texans as being "banished from the pleasures of life." [80]

Many immigrants openly flouted Mexican law, especially the prohibition against slavery[image: External link]. Combined with United States' attempts to purchase Texas, Mexican authorities decided in 1830 to prohibit continued immigration from the United States.[81] New laws also called for the enforcement of customs duties[image: External link] angering both native Mexican citizens ( Tejanos[image: External link]) and recent immigrants.[82]

The Anahuac Disturbances[image: External link] in 1832 were the first open revolt against Mexican rule and they coincided with a revolt in Mexico against the nation's president.[83] Texians[image: External link] sided with the federalists[image: External link] against the current government and drove all Mexican soldiers out of East Texas.[84] They took advantage of the lack of oversight to agitate for more political freedom. Texians met at the Convention of 1832[image: External link] to discuss requesting independent statehood, among other issues.[85] The following year, Texians reiterated their demands at the Convention of 1833[image: External link].
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 Republic




Main articles: Texas Revolution[image: External link] and Republic of Texas[image: External link]


Within Mexico, tensions continued between federalists and centralists. In early 1835, wary Texians[image: External link] formed Committees of Correspondence and Safety.[86] The unrest erupted into armed conflict in late 1835 at the Battle of Gonzales[image: External link].[87] This launched the Texas Revolution[image: External link], and over the next two months, the Texians defeated all Mexican troops in the region.[88] Texians elected delegates to the Consultation[image: External link], which created a provisional government.[89] The provisional government soon collapsed from infighting, and Texas was without clear governance for the first two months of 1836.[90][91]

During this time of political turmoil, Mexican President Antonio López de Santa Anna[image: External link] personally led an army to end the revolt.[92] The Mexican expedition was initially successful. General José de Urrea[image: External link] defeated all the Texian resistance along the coast culminating in the Goliad massacre[image: External link].[93] Santa Anna's forces, after a thirteen-day siege[image: External link], overwhelmed Texian defenders at the Battle of the Alamo[image: External link]. News of the defeats sparked panic amongst Texas settlers.[94]

The newly elected Texian delegates to the Convention of 1836[image: External link] quickly signed a Declaration of Independence[image: External link] on March 2, forming the Republic of Texas[image: External link]. After electing interim officers, the Convention disbanded.[95] The new government joined the other settlers in Texas in the Runaway Scrape[image: External link], fleeing from the approaching Mexican army.[94] After several weeks of retreat, the Texian Army[image: External link] commanded by Sam Houston[image: External link] attacked and defeated Santa Anna's forces at the Battle of San Jacinto[image: External link].[96] Santa Anna was captured and forced to sign the Treaties of Velasco[image: External link], ending the war.[97]

While Texas had won its independence, political battles raged between two factions of the new Republic. The nationalist faction, led by Mirabeau B. Lamar[image: External link], advocated the continued independence of Texas, the expulsion of the Native Americans, and the expansion of the Republic to the Pacific Ocean. Their opponents, led by Sam Houston, advocated the annexation of Texas to the United States and peaceful co-existence with Native Americans. The conflict between the factions was typified by an incident known as the Texas Archive War[image: External link].[98]

Mexico launched two small expeditions into Texas in 1842. The town of San Antonio was captured twice and Texans were defeated in battle in the Dawson massacre[image: External link]. Despite these successes, Mexico did not keep an occupying force in Texas, and the republic survived.[99] The republic's inability to defend itself added momentum to Texas's eventual annexation into the United States.
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Main articles: Texas annexation[image: External link] and Mexican–American War[image: External link]


As early as 1837, the Republic made several attempts to negotiate annexation[image: External link] with the United States.[100] Opposition within the republic from the nationalist faction, along with strong abolitionist[image: External link] opposition within the United States, slowed Texas's admission into the Union. Texas was finally annexed[image: External link] when the expansionist James K. Polk[image: External link] won the election of 1844[image: External link].[101] On December 29, 1845, Congress[image: External link] admitted Texas to the U.S. as a constituent state of the Union.[102]

After Texas's annexation, Mexico broke diplomatic relations with the United States. While the United States claimed that Texas's border stretched to the Rio Grande, Mexico claimed it was the Nueces River[image: External link]. While the former Republic of Texas could not enforce its border claims, the United States had the military strength and the political will to do so. President Polk ordered General Zachary Taylor[image: External link] south to the Rio Grande on January 13, 1846. A few months later Mexican troops routed an American cavalry patrol in the disputed area in the Thornton Affair[image: External link] starting the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. The first battles of the war were fought in Texas: the Siege of Fort Texas[image: External link], Battle of Palo Alto[image: External link] and Battle of Resaca de la Palma[image: External link]. After these decisive victories, the United States invaded Mexican territory ending the fighting in Texas.[103]

After a series of United States victories, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] ended the two-year war. In return, for US$18,250,000, Mexico gave the U.S. undisputed control of Texas, ceded the Mexican Cession[image: External link] in 1848, most of which today is called the American Southwest, and Texas's borders were established at the Rio Grande.[103]

The Compromise of 1850[image: External link] set Texas's boundaries at their present form. U.S. Senator James Pearce[image: External link] of Maryland drafted the final proposal[16] where Texas ceded its claims to land which later became half of present-day New Mexico[image: External link], a third of Colorado[image: External link], and small portions of Kansas[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link], and Wyoming[image: External link] to the federal government, in return for the assumption of $10 million of the old republic's debt.[16] Post-war Texas grew rapidly as migrants poured into the cotton lands of the state.[104]

They also brought or purchased enslaved African Americans, whose numbers tripled in the state from 1850 to 1860, from 58,000 to 182,566.[105]
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 Civil War and Reconstruction (1860–1900)




Main article: Texas in the American Civil War[image: External link]


Texas was at war again after the election of 1860[image: External link]. At this time, blacks comprised 30 percent of the state's population, and they were overwhelmingly enslaved.[106] When Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] was elected, South Carolina seceded from the Union. Five other Lower South states[image: External link] quickly followed. A State Convention considering secession opened in Austin on January 28, 1861. On February 1, by a vote of 166–8, the Convention adopted an Ordinance of Secession[image: External link] from the United States. Texas voters approved this Ordinance on February 23, 1861. Texas joined the newly created Confederate States of America on March 4, 1861 ratifying the permanent C.S. Constitution[image: External link] on March 23.[2][107]

Not all Texans favored secession initially, although many of the same would later support the Southern cause. Texas's most notable Unionist[image: External link] was the state Governor, Sam Houston[image: External link]. Not wanting to aggravate the situation, Houston refused two offers from President Lincoln for Union troops to keep him in office. After refusing to swear an oath of allegiance to the Confederacy, Houston was deposed as governor.[108]

While far from the major battlefields[image: External link] of the American Civil War[image: External link], Texas contributed large numbers of men and equipment to the rest of the Confederacy.[109] Union troops briefly occupied[image: External link] the state's primary port, Galveston. Texas's border with Mexico was known as the "backdoor of the Confederacy" because trade occurred at the border, bypassing the Union blockade.[110] The Confederacy repulsed all Union attempts to shut down this route,[109] but Texas's role as a supply state was marginalized in mid-1863 after the Union capture of the Mississippi River[image: External link]. The final battle of the Civil War[image: External link] was fought near Brownsville, Texas at Palmito Ranch[image: External link][111] with a Confederate victory.

Texas descended into anarchy for two months between the surrender[image: External link] of the Army of Northern Virginia[image: External link] and the assumption of authority by Union General Gordon Granger[image: External link]. Violence marked the early months of Reconstruction[image: External link].[109] Juneteenth[image: External link] commemorates the announcement of the Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link] in Galveston by General Gordon Granger, almost two and a half years after the original announcement.[112][113] President Johnson, in 1866, declared the civilian government restored in Texas.[114] Despite not meeting reconstruction requirements, Congress resumed allowing elected Texas representatives into the federal government in 1870. Social volatility continued as the state struggled with agricultural depression and labor issues.[115]
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 Earlier 20th century




In 1900, Texas suffered the deadliest natural disaster in U.S. history during the Galveston hurricane[image: External link].[36] On January 10, 1901, the first major oil well[image: External link] in Texas, Spindletop[image: External link], was found south of Beaumont[image: External link]. Other fields were later discovered nearby in East Texas[image: External link], West Texas[image: External link], and under the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link]. The resulting "oil boom[image: External link]" transformed Texas.[116] Oil production eventually averaged three million barrels per day at its peak in 1972.[117]

In 1901, the Democratic-dominated state legislature passed a bill requiring payment of a poll tax[image: External link] for voting, which effectively disenfranchised[image: External link] most blacks, and many poor whites and Latinos[image: External link]. In addition, the legislature established white primaries[image: External link], ensuring that minorities were excluded from the formal political process. The number of voters dropped dramatically, and the Democrats crushed competition from the Republican and Populist parties.[118][119] The Socialist Party[image: External link] became the second largest party in Texas after 1912,[120] coinciding with a large socialist upsurge in the United States during fierce battles in the labor movement and the popularity of national heroes like Eugene V. Debs[image: External link]. The Socialists' popularity soon waned after their vilification by the United States government for their opposition to US involvement in World War I[image: External link].

The Great Depression[image: External link] and the Dust Bowl[image: External link] dealt a double blow to the state's economy, which had significantly improved since the Civil War. Migrants abandoned the worst hit sections of Texas during the Dust Bowl years. Especially from this period on, blacks left Texas in the Great Migration[image: External link] to get work in the Northern United States or California and to escape the oppression of segregation.[121] In 1940, Texas was 74 percent Anglo[image: External link], 14.4 percent black, and 11.5 percent Hispanic.[122]

World War II had a dramatic impact on Texas, as federal money poured in to build military bases, munitions factories, POW detention camps and Army hospitals; 750,000 young men left for service; the cities exploded with new industry; the colleges took on new roles; and hundreds of thousands of poor farmers left the fields for much better paying war jobs, never to return to agriculture.[123][124] Texas manufactured 3.1 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II, ranking eleventh among the 48 states.[125]

Texas modernized and expanded its system of higher education[image: External link] through the 1960s. The state created a comprehensive plan for higher education, funded in large part by oil revenues, and a central state apparatus designed to manage state institutions more efficiently. These changes helped Texas universities receive federal research funds.[126]

On November 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy was assassinated[image: External link] in Dallas.[127]
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 Economic and political change (1950–present)




Beginning around the mid-20th century, Texas began to transform from a rural and agricultural state to one that was urban and industrialized.[128] The state's population grew quickly during this period, with large levels of migration from outside the state.[128] As a part of the Sun Belt[image: External link] Texas experienced strong economic growth, particularly during the 1970s and early 1980s.[128] Texas's economy diversified, lessening its reliance on the petroleum industry[image: External link].[128] By 1990, Hispanics[image: External link] overtook blacks to become the largest minority group in the state.[128]

During the late 20th century, the Republican Party[image: External link] replaced the Democratic Party[image: External link] as the dominant party in the state, as the latter became more politically liberal[image: External link] and as demographic changes favored the former.[128]
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 Government and politics




The current Texas Constitution[image: External link] was adopted in 1876. Like many states[image: External link], it explicitly provides for a separation of powers. The state's Bill of Rights is much larger than its federal counterpart[image: External link], and has provisions unique to Texas.[129]
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 State government




Main article: Government of Texas[image: External link]


See also: List of Texas state agencies[image: External link]


Texas has a plural executive branch[image: External link] system limiting the power of the governor, which is a weak executive compared to some other states. Except for the Secretary of State[image: External link], voters elect executive officers independently; thus candidates are directly answerable to the public, not the governor.[130] This election system has led to some executive branches split between parties and reduced the ability of the governor to carry out a program. When Republican[image: External link] President George W. Bush[image: External link] served as Texas's governor, the state had a Democratic[image: External link] lieutenant governor, Bob Bullock[image: External link]. The executive branch positions consist of the Governor[image: External link], Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Comptroller of Public Accounts, Land Commissioner, Attorney General, Agriculture Commissioner, the three-member Texas Railroad Commission[image: External link], the State Board of Education, and the Secretary of State.[130]

The bicameral[image: External link] Texas Legislature[image: External link] consists of the House of Representatives[image: External link], with 150 members, and a Senate[image: External link], with 31 members. The Speaker of the House[image: External link] leads the House, and the lieutenant governor, the Senate.[131] The Legislature meets in regular session biennially for just over 100 days, but the governor can call for special sessions as often as desired (notably, the Legislature cannot call itself into session).[132] The state's fiscal year[image: External link] spans from the previous calendar year's September 1 to the current year's August 31. Thus, the FY 2015 dates from September 1, 2014 through August 31, 2015.

The judiciary of Texas[image: External link] is one of the most complex in the United States, with many layers and overlapping jurisdictions. Texas has two courts of last resort: the Texas Supreme Court[image: External link], for civil cases, and the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals[image: External link]. Except for some municipal benches, partisan elections select judges at all levels of the judiciary; the governor fills vacancies by appointment.[133] Texas is notable for its use of capital punishment, having led the country in executions since capital punishment was reinstated in the Gregg v. Georgia[image: External link] case (see Capital punishment in Texas[image: External link]).

The Texas Ranger Division[image: External link] of the Texas Department of Public Safety[image: External link] is a law enforcement agency[image: External link] with statewide jurisdiction[image: External link]. Over the years, the Texas Rangers have investigated crimes ranging from murder to political corruption. They have acted as riot[image: External link] police and as detectives, protected the Texas governor, tracked down fugitives, and functioned as a paramilitary force both for the republic and the state. The Texas Rangers were unofficially created by Stephen F. Austin[image: External link] in 1823 and formally constituted in 1835. The Rangers were integral to several important events of Texas history and some of the best-known criminal cases in the history of the Old West[image: External link].[134]

The Texas constitution defines the responsibilities of county governments, which serve as agents of the state. What are called commissioners court and court judges are elected to serve as the administrative arm. Most cities in the state, those over 5,000 in population, have home-rule[image: External link] governments. The vast majority of these have charters for council-manager[image: External link] forms of government, by which voters elect council members, who hire a professional city manager as operating officer.
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Texas[image: External link]


Further information: Political party strength in Texas[image: External link]




	Texas Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	
52.23% 4,685,047

	43.24% 3,877,868




	2012[image: External link]
	
57.15% 4,569,843

	41.37% 3,308,124




	2008[image: External link]
	
55.39% 4,479,328

	43.63% 3,528,633




	2004[image: External link]
	
61.09% 4,526,917

	38.30% 2,832,704




	2000[image: External link]
	
59.30% 3,799,639

	38.11% 2,433,746




	1996[image: External link]
	
48.80% 2,736,166

	43.81% 2,459,683




	1992[image: External link]
	
40.61% 2,496,071

	37.11% 2,281,815




	1988[image: External link]
	
56.01% 3,036,829

	43.41% 2,352,748




	1984[image: External link]
	
63.58% 3,433,428

	36.18% 1,949,276




	1980[image: External link]
	
55.30% 2,510,705

	41.51% 1,881,148
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 Political history




In the 1870s, white Democrats wrested power back in the state legislature from the biracial coalition at the end of Reconstruction. In the early 20th century, the legislature passed bills to impose poll taxes[image: External link], followed by white primaries[image: External link]; these measures effectively disfranchised[image: External link] most blacks, poor whites and Mexican Americans.[118][119] In the 1890s, 100,000 blacks voted in the state; by 1906, only 5,000 could vote.[136] As a result, the Democratic Party dominated Texas politics[image: External link] from the turn of the century, imposing racial segregation and white supremacy. It held power until after passage in the mid-1960s of national civil rights legislation enforcing constitutional rights of all citizens.

Although Texas was essentially a one-party state during this time and the Democratic primary was viewed as "the real election," the Democratic Party had conservative and liberal factions, which became more pronounced after the New Deal[image: External link].[137] Additionally, several factions of the party briefly split during the 1930s and 40s.[137]

The state's conservative white voters began to support Republican presidential candidates by the mid-20th century. After this period, they supported Republicans for local and state offices as well, and most whites became Republican Party members.[138] The party also attracted some minorities, but many have continued to vote for Democratic candidates. The shift to the Republican Party is much-attributed to the fact that the Democratic Party became increasingly liberal[image: External link] during the 20th century, and thus increasingly out-of-touch with the average Texas voter.[139] As Texas was always a conservative[image: External link] state, voters switched to the GOP, which now more closely reflected their beliefs.[139][140] Commentators have also attributed the shift to Republican political consultant Karl Rove[image: External link], who managed numerous political campaigns in Texas in the 1980s and 90s.[140] Other stated reasons included court-ordered redistricting and the demographic shift in relation to the Sun Belt[image: External link] that favored the Republican Party and conservatism.[128]

The 2003 Texas redistricting[image: External link] of Congressional districts led by Republican Tom DeLay[image: External link], was called by the New York Times "an extreme case of partisan gerrymandering[image: External link]".[141] A group of Democratic legislators, the "Texas Eleven[image: External link]", fled the state in a quorum[image: External link]-busting effort to prevent the legislature from acting, but was unsuccessful.[142] The state had already redistricted following the 2000 census. Despite these efforts, the legislature passed a map heavily in favor of Republicans, based on 2000 data and ignoring the estimated nearly one million new residents in the state since that date. Career attorneys and analysts at the Department of Justice objected to the plan as diluting the votes of African American and Hispanic voters, but political appointees overrode them and approved it.[141] Legal challenges to the redistricting reached the national Supreme Court[image: External link] in the case League of United Latin American Citizens v. Perry[image: External link] (2006), but the court ruled in favor of the state (and Republicans).[143]

In the 2014 Texas elections[image: External link], the Tea Party movement[image: External link] made large gains, with numerous Tea Party favorites being elected into office, including Dan Patrick[image: External link] as lieutenant governor,[144][145] Ken Paxton[image: External link] as attorney general,[144][146] in addition to numerous other candidates[146] including conservative Republican Greg Abbott[image: External link] as governor.[147]
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 Texas politics today




Texas voters lean toward fiscal conservatism[image: External link], while enjoying the benefits of huge federal investment in the state in military and other facilities achieved by the power of the Solid South in the 20th century. They also tend to have socially conservative[image: External link] values.[148][149]

Since 1980, most Texas voters have supported Republican presidential candidates. In 2000 and 2004, Republican George W. Bush[image: External link] won Texas with 60.1 percent of the vote, partly due to his "favorite son" status as a former governor of the state. John McCain[image: External link] won the state in 2008[image: External link], but with a smaller margin of victory compared to Bush at 55 percent of the vote. Austin, Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio consistently lean Democratic in both local and statewide elections.

Residents of counties along the Rio Grande[image: External link] closer to the Mexico-United States border[image: External link], where there are many Latino residents, generally vote for Democratic Party candidates, while most other rural and suburban areas of Texas have shifted to voting for Republican Party candidates.[150][151]

As of the general elections of 2014[image: External link], a large majority of the members of Texas's U.S. House[image: External link] delegation are Republican[image: External link], along with both U.S. Senators[image: External link]. In the 114th United States Congress[image: External link], of the 36 Congressional districts in Texas[image: External link], 25 are held by Republicans and 11 by Democrats. Texas's Senators are John Cornyn[image: External link] and Ted Cruz[image: External link]. Since 1994, Texans have not elected a Democrat to a statewide office. The state's Democratic voters are made up primarily by liberal and minority groups[image: External link] in Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, Houston, Beaumont, and El Paso, as well as minority voters in East Texas and South Texas.



	United States presidential election in Texas, 2016[image: External link][152]



	Party
	Candidate
	Running mate
	Votes
	Percentage
	Electoral votes



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	Mike Pence[image: External link]
	4,685,047
	52.23%
	36



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	Tim Kaine[image: External link]
	3,877,868
	43.24%
	0



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson[image: External link]
	William Weld[image: External link]
	283,492
	3.16%
	0



	
	Green[image: External link]
	Jill Stein[image: External link]
	Ajamu Baraka[image: External link]
	71,558
	0.80%
	0



	
	Write-in[image: External link]
	Various candidates
	Various candidates
	51,261
	0.57%
	0



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Kasich[image: External link][a]
	Carly Fiorina[image: External link][a]
	0
	0.0%
	1



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Ron Paul[image: External link][a]
	Mike Pence[image: External link]
	0
	0.0%
	1



	Totals
	8,969,226
	100.00%
	38



	Voter turnout (Voting age population)
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 Administrative divisions




See also: List of Texas counties[image: External link]


Texas has 254 counties[image: External link]— the most nationwide. Each county runs on Commissioners' Court[image: External link] system consisting of four elected commissioners (one from each of four precincts in the county, roughly divided according to population) and a county judge elected at large from the entire county. County government runs similar to a "weak" mayor-council[image: External link] system; the county judge has no veto authority, but votes along with the other commissioners.

Although Texas permits cities and counties to enter "interlocal agreements" to share services, the state does not allow consolidated city-county[image: External link] governments, nor does it have metropolitan governments[image: External link]. Counties are not granted home rule[image: External link] status; their powers are strictly defined by state law. The state does not have townships— areas within a county are either incorporated or unincorporated. Incorporated areas are part of a municipality. The county provides limited services to unincorporated areas and to some smaller incorporated areas. Municipalities are classified either "general law" cities or "home rule".[153] A municipality may elect home rule status once it exceeds 5,000 population with voter approval.

Texas also permits the creation of "special districts", which provide limited services. The most common is the school district[image: External link], but can also include hospital districts, community college districts, and utility districts (one utility district located near Austin was the plaintiff in a landmark Supreme Court case involving the Voting Rights Act[image: External link]).

Municipal, school district, and special district elections are nonpartisan[image: External link],[154] though the party affiliation of a candidate may be well-known. County and state elections are partisan.
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 Criminal law




Texas has a reputation of very harsh criminal punishment for criminal offenses. It is one of the 32 states that practice capital punishment[image: External link], and since the US Supreme Court[image: External link] allowed capital punishment to resume in 1976, 40% of all US executions have taken place in Texas.[155] As of 2008, Texas had the 4th highest incarceration rate[image: External link] in the US.[156] Texas also has strong self defense[image: External link] laws, allowing citizens to use lethal force to defend themselves, their families, or their property.[157]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Texas[image: External link]


See also: Texas locations by per capita income[image: External link]


As of 2014, Texas had a gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) of $1.648 trillion, the second highest[image: External link] in the U.S.[158] Its GSP is greater than the GDPs[image: External link] of Australia and South Korea, which are the world's 12th- and 13th-largest economies, respectively. Texas' economy is the fourth-largest of any country subdivision[image: External link] globally, behind England (as part of the UK), California, and Tokyo Prefecture[image: External link]. Its Per Capita personal income[image: External link] in 2009 was $36,484, ranking 29th in the nation.[159]

Texas's large population, abundance of natural resources, thriving cities and leading centers of higher education have contributed to a large and diverse economy. Since oil was discovered, the state's economy has reflected the state of the petroleum industry. In recent times, urban centers of the state have increased in size, containing two-thirds of the population in 2005. The state's economic growth has led to urban sprawl[image: External link] and its associated symptoms.[159]

As of April 2013, the state's unemployment rate is 6.4 percent.[160]

In 2010, Site Selection Magazine ranked Texas as the most business-friendly state in the nation, in part because of the state's three-billion-dollar Texas Enterprise Fund[image: External link].[161] Texas has the joint-highest number of Fortune 500[image: External link] company headquarters in the United States, along with California.[162][163]

In 2010, there were 346,000 millionaires in Texas, constituting the second-largest population of millionaires in the nation.[164][165]
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 Taxation




Texas has a "low taxes, low services" reputation.[148] According to the Tax Foundation[image: External link], Texans' state and local tax burdens rank among the lowest in the nation, 7th lowest nationally; state and local taxes cost $3,580 per capita, or 8.4 percent of resident incomes.[166] Texas is one of seven states that lack a state income tax[image: External link].[166][167]

Instead, the state collects revenue from property taxes[image: External link] (though these are collected at the county, city, and school district level; Texas has a state constitutional prohibition against a state property tax) and sales taxes[image: External link]. The state sales tax rate is 6.25 percent,[166][168] but local taxing jurisdictions (cities, counties, special purpose districts, and transit authorities) may also impose sales and use tax up to 2 percent for a total maximum combined rate of 8.25 percent.[169]

Texas is a "tax donor state"; in 2005, for every dollar Texans paid to the federal government in federal income taxes[image: External link], the state got back about $0.94 in benefits.[166] To attract business, Texas has incentive programs worth $19 billion per year (2012); more than any other US state.[170][171]
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 Agriculture and mining




Texas has the most farms and the highest acreage in the United States. The state is ranked #1 for revenue generated from total livestock and livestock products. It is ranked #2 for total agricultural revenue, behind California.[172] At $7.4 billion or 56.7 percent of Texas' annual agricultural cash receipts, beef cattle production represents the largest single segment of Texas agriculture. This is followed by cotton at $1.9 billion (14.6 percent), greenhouse/nursery at $1.5 billion (11.4 percent), broilers at $1.3 billion (10 percent), and dairy products at $947 million (7.3 percent).[173]

Texas leads the nation in the production of cattle, horses, sheep, goats, wool, mohair and hay.[173] The state also leads the nation in production of cotton[172][174] which is the number one crop grown in the state in terms of value.[175] The state grows significant amounts of cereal crops and produce.[172] Texas has a large commercial fishing industry. With mineral resources, Texas leads in creating cement, crushed stone, lime, salt, sand and gravel.[172]

Texas throughout the 21st century has been hammered by drought[image: External link]. This has cost the state billions of dollars in livestock and crops.[176]
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 Energy




See also: Deregulation of the Texas electricity market[image: External link]


Ever since the discovery of oil at Spindletop[image: External link], energy has been a dominant force politically and economically within the state.[177] If Texas were its own country it would be the sixth largest oil producer in the world.[178]

The Railroad Commission of Texas[image: External link], contrary to its name, regulates the state's oil and gas industry[image: External link], gas utilities, pipeline safety, safety in the liquefied petroleum gas[image: External link] industry, and surface coal and uranium[image: External link] mining. Until the 1970s, the commission controlled the price of petroleum because of its ability to regulate Texas's oil reserves. The founders of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries[image: External link] (OPEC) used the Texas agency as one of their models for petroleum price control.[179]

Texas has known petroleum deposits of about 5 billion barrels (790,000,000 m3), which makes up about one-fourth of the known U.S. reserves.[180] The state's refineries[image: External link] can process 4.6 million barrels (730,000 m3) of oil a day.[180] The Baytown Refinery[image: External link] in the Houston area is the largest refinery in America.[180] Texas also leads in natural gas production, producing one-fourth of the nation's supply.[180] Several petroleum companies[image: External link] are based in Texas such as: Anadarko Petroleum Corporation[image: External link], Conoco-Phillips[image: External link], Exxon-Mobil[image: External link], Halliburton[image: External link], Marathon Oil[image: External link], Tesoro[image: External link], and Valero[image: External link], Western Refining[image: External link].

According to the Energy Information Administration[image: External link], Texans consume, on average, the fifth most energy (of all types) in the nation per capita and as a whole, following behind Wyoming, Alaska, Louisiana, North Dakota, and Iowa.[180]

Unlike the rest of the nation, most of Texas is on its own alternating current[image: External link] power grid[image: External link], the Texas Interconnection[image: External link]. Texas has a deregulated[image: External link] electric service. Texas leads the nation in total net electricity production, generating 437,236 MWh in 2014, 89% more MWh than Florida, which ranked second.[181][182] As an independent nation, Texas would rank as the world's eleventh-largest producer of electricity[image: External link], after South Korea, and ahead of the United Kingdom.

The state is a leader in renewable energy commercialization[image: External link]; it produces the most wind power[image: External link] in the nation.[180][183] In 2014, 10.6% of the electricity consumed in Texas came from wind turbines[image: External link].[184] The Roscoe Wind Farm[image: External link] in Roscoe, Texas[image: External link], is one of the world's largest wind farms[image: External link] with a 781.5 megawatt[image: External link] (MW) capacity.[185] The Energy Information Administration states that the state's large agriculture and forestry industries could give Texas an enormous amount biomass[image: External link] for use in biofuels. The state also has the highest solar power[image: External link] potential for development in the nation.[180]
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 Technology




With large universities systems coupled with initiatives like the Texas Enterprise Fund and the Texas Emerging Technology Fund[image: External link], a wide array of different high tech[image: External link] industries have developed in Texas. The Austin area is nicknamed the "Silicon Hills" and the north Dallas area the "Silicon Prairie[image: External link]". Texas has the headquarters of many high technology companies, such as Dell[image: External link], Inc., Texas Instruments[image: External link], Perot Systems[image: External link], Rackspace[image: External link] and AT&T[image: External link].

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration[image: External link]'s Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center[image: External link] (NASA JSC) located in Southeast Houston, sits as the crown jewel of Texas's aeronautics industry. Fort Worth[image: External link] hosts both Lockheed Martin[image: External link]'s Aeronautics division[image: External link] and Bell Helicopter Textron[image: External link].[186][187] Lockheed builds the F-16 Fighting Falcon[image: External link], the largest Western fighter program, and its successor, the F-35 Lightning II[image: External link] in Fort Worth.[188]
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 Commerce




Texas's affluence[image: External link] stimulates a strong commercial sector consisting of retail, wholesale, banking and insurance, and construction industries. Examples of Fortune 500 companies not based on Texas traditional industries are AT&T[image: External link], Kimberly-Clark[image: External link], Blockbuster[image: External link], J. C. Penney[image: External link], Whole Foods Market[image: External link], and Tenet Healthcare[image: External link].[189] Nationally, the Dallas–Fort Worth area, home to the second shopping mall[image: External link] in the United States, has the most shopping malls per capita of any American metropolitan area.[190]

Mexico, the state's largest trading partner, imports a third of the state's exports because of the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA). NAFTA has encouraged the formation of controversial maquiladoras[image: External link] on the Texas/Mexico border.[191]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Texas[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	212,592
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	604,215
	
	184.2%



	1870[image: External link]
	818,579
	
	35.5%



	1880[image: External link]
	1,591,749
	
	94.5%



	1890[image: External link]
	2,235,527
	
	40.4%



	1900[image: External link]
	3,048,710
	
	36.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	3,896,542
	
	27.8%



	1920[image: External link]
	4,663,228
	
	19.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,824,715
	
	24.9%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,414,824
	
	10.1%



	1950[image: External link]
	7,711,194
	
	20.2%



	1960[image: External link]
	9,579,677
	
	24.2%



	1970[image: External link]
	11,196,730
	
	16.9%



	1980[image: External link]
	14,229,191
	
	27.1%



	1990[image: External link]
	16,986,510
	
	19.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	20,851,820
	
	22.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	25,145,561
	
	20.6%



	Est. 2016
	27,862,596
	
	10.8%



	1910 – 2010 census[192]

2016 Estimate[4]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of Texas was 27,469,114 on July 1, 2015, a 9.24 percent increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[4]

As of 2004, the state had 3.5 million foreign-born residents (15.6 percent of the state population), of which an estimated 1.2 million are illegal[image: External link]. Texas from 2000 to 2006 had the fastest growing illegal immigration rate in the nation.[193] In 2010, illegal immigrants constituted an estimated 6.0 percent of the population. This was the fifth highest percentage of any state in the country.[194][195] In 2015, the population of illegal immigrants living in Texas was around 0.8 million.[196]

Texas' Rio Grande Valley[image: External link] is ground zero for illegal immigration across the Southwest border. According to a June 2014 Los Angeles Times article, illegal immigrants are arriving at a rate of more than 35,000 a month. It is expected that the number of minors traveling alone from Guatemala[image: External link], Honduras[image: External link], and El Salvador[image: External link] is growing and will reach up to 90,000 by the end of 2014.[197] Hondurans, Salvadorans, and Guatemalans make up roughly 75% of illegal immigrants in South Texas.[198][199]

Texas's population density is 34.8 persons/km2 which is slightly higher than the average population density[image: External link] of the U.S. as a whole, at 31 persons/km2. In contrast, while Texas and France are similarly sized geographically, the European country has a population density of 116 persons/km2.

Two-thirds of all Texans live in a major metropolitan area such as Houston. The Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Area is the largest in Texas. While Houston is the largest city in Texas and the fourth largest city in the United States, the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area is larger than that of Houston.
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 Race and ethnicity




According to the 2010 United States census[image: External link], the racial composition of Texas was the following:[200]


	
White American[image: External link] 70.4 percent (Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] 45.3 percent)

	
Black or African American[image: External link]: 11.8 percent

	
American Indian[image: External link]: 0.7 percent

	
Asian[image: External link]: 3.8 percent (1.0 percent Indian[image: External link], 0.8 percent Vietnamese[image: External link], 0.6 percent Chinese[image: External link], 0.4 percent Filipino[image: External link], 0.3 percent Korean[image: External link], 0.1 percent Japanese[image: External link], 0.6 percent Other Asian)


	
Pacific Islander[image: External link]: 0.1 percent

	Some other race: 10.5 percent

	
Two or more races[image: External link]: 2.7 percent



In addition, 37.6 percent of the population are Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race) (31.6 percent Mexican[image: External link], 0.9 percent Salvadoran[image: External link], 0.5 percent Puerto Rican[image: External link], 0.4 percent Honduran[image: External link], 0.3 percent Guatemalan[image: External link] 0.3 percent Spaniard[image: External link], 0.2 percent Colombian[image: External link], 0.2 percent Cuban[image: External link])[201]

As of 2011, 69.8% of the population of Texas younger than age 1 were minorities (meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white).[202]



	Texas Racial Breakdown of Population



	Racial composition
	1970[203]
	1990[203]
	2000[204]
	2010[205]



	White[image: External link]
	86.8%
	75.2%
	71.0%
	70.4%



	Black
	12.5%
	11.9%
	11.5%
	11.9%



	Asian[image: External link]
	0.2%
	1.9%
	2.7%
	3.8%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.2%
	0.4%
	0.6%
	0.7%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.1%
	0.1%



	Other race[image: External link]
	0.4%
	10.6%
	11.7%
	10.5%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	2.5%
	2.7%




German[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], and English Americans[image: External link] are the three largest European ancestry groups in Texas. German Americans make up 11.3 percent of the population, and number over 2.7 million members. Irish Americans make up 8.2 percent of the population, and number over 1.9 million members. There are roughly 600,000 French Americans[image: External link] and 472,000 Italian Americans residing in Texas; these two ethnic groups make up 2.5 percent and 2.0 percent of the population respectively. In the 1980 United States Census[image: External link] the largest ancestry group reported in Texas was English[image: External link] with 3,083,323 Texans citing that they were of English[image: External link] or mostly English[image: External link] ancestry making them 27 percent of the state at the time.[206] Their ancestry primarily goes back to the original thirteen colonies and thus many of them today identify as "American" in ancestry, though they are of predominately British[image: External link] stock.[207][208] There are nearly 200,000 Czech-Americans[image: External link] living in Texas, the largest number of any state.[209]

African Americans are the largest racial minority in Texas. Their proportion of population has declined since the early 20th century, after many left the state in the Great Migration[image: External link]. Blacks of both Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin make up 11.5 percent of the population; blacks of non-Hispanic origin form 11.3 percent of the populace. African Americans of both Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin number at roughly 2.7 million individuals.

Native Americans are a smaller minority in the state. Native Americans make up 0.5 percent of Texas' population, and number over 118,000 individuals. Native Americans of non-Hispanic origin make up 0.3 percent of the population, and number over 75,000 individuals. Cherokee[image: External link] made up 0.1 percent of the population, and numbered over 19,400 members. In contrast, only 583 identified as Chippewa[image: External link].

Asian Americans are a sizable minority group in Texas. Americans of Asian descent form 3.8 percent of the population, with those of non-Hispanic descent making up 3.7 percent of the populace. They total more than 808,000 individuals. Non-Hispanic Asians number over 795,000. Just over 200,000 Indian Americans[image: External link] make Texas their home. Texas is also home to over 187,000 Vietnamese[image: External link] and 136,000 Chinese[image: External link]. In addition to 92,000 Filipinos[image: External link] and 62,000 Koreans[image: External link], there are 18,000 Japanese Americans[image: External link] living in the state. Lastly, over 111,000 people are of other Asian ancestry groups, such as Cambodian[image: External link], Thai[image: External link], and Hmong[image: External link]. Sugar Land[image: External link], a city within the Houston metropolitan area, and Plano[image: External link], located within the Dallas metropolitan area, both have high concentrations of ethnic Chinese and Korean residents. The Houston and Dallas areas, and to a lesser extent, the Austin metropolitan area, all contain substantial Vietnamese communities.

Americans with origins from the Pacific are the smallest minority in Texas. According to the survey, only 18,000 Texans are Pacific Islanders; 16,400 are of non-Hispanic descent. There are roughly 5,400 Native Hawaiians[image: External link], 5,300 Guamanians, and 6,400 people from other groups. Samoan Americans[image: External link] were scant; only 2,920 people were from this group. The city of Euless[image: External link], a suburb of Fort Worth[image: External link], contains a sizable population of Tongan Americans[image: External link], at nearly 900 people, over one percent of the city's population. Killeen[image: External link] has a sufficient population of Samoans and Guamanian, and people of Pacific Islander descent surpass one percent of the city's population.

Multiracial individuals are also a visible minority in Texas. People identifying as multiracial form 1.9 percent of the population, and number over 448,000 people. Almost 80,000 Texans claim African and European heritage, and make up 0.3 percent of the population. People of European and Native American heritage number over 108,800 (close to the number of Native Americans), and make up 0.5 percent of the population. People of European and Asian heritage number over 57,600, and form just 0.2 percent of the population. People of African and Native American heritage were even smaller in number (15,300), and make up just 0.1 percent of the total population.

Hispanics and Latinos are the second largest group in Texas after non-Hispanic European Americans[image: External link]. Over 8.5 million people claim Hispanic or Latino ethnicity. This group forms over 37 percent of Texas' population. People of Mexican[image: External link] descent alone number over 7.9 million, and make up 31.6 percent of the population. The vast majority of the Hispanic/Latino population in the state is of Mexican descent, the next two largest groups are Salvadorans and Puerto Ricans. There are over 222,000 Salvadorans[image: External link] and over 130,000 Puerto Ricans[image: External link] in Texas. Other groups with large numbers in Texas include Hondurans[image: External link], Guatemalans[image: External link], Nicaraguans[image: External link] and Cubans[image: External link], among others.[210][211] The Hispanics in Texas are more likely than in some other states (such as California) to identify as white; according to the 2010 U.S. Census, Texas is home to 6,304,207 White Hispanics[image: External link] and 2,594,206 Hispanics of "some other race" (usually mestizo[image: External link]).

German descendants inhabit much of central and southeast-central Texas. Over one-third of Texas residents are of Hispanic origin; while many have recently arrived, some Tejanos[image: External link] have ancestors with multi-generational ties to 18th century Texas. In addition to the descendants of the state's former slave population, many African American college graduates have come to the state for work recently in the New Great Migration[image: External link].[212] Recently, the Asian population in Texas has grown—primarily in Houston and Dallas. Other communities with a significantly growing Asian American population is in Austin, Corpus Christi, and the Sharyland area next McAllen, Texas[image: External link]. Three federally recognized Native American tribes reside in Texas: the Alabama-Coushatta[image: External link] Tribe, the Kickapoo[image: External link] Traditional Tribe, and the Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo[image: External link].[43]

In 2010, 49 percent of all births were Hispanics; 35 percent were non-Hispanic whites; 11.5 percent were non-Hispanic blacks, and 4.3 percent were Asians/Pacific Islanders.[213] Based on Census Bureau data released on February 2011, for the first time in recent history, Texas' white population is below 50 percent (45 percent) and Hispanics grew to 38 percent. Between 2000 and 2010, the total population growth by 20.6 percent, but Hispanics growth by 65 percent, whereas non-Hispanic whites only grew by 4.2 percent.[214] Texas has the fifth highest rate of teenage births in the nation and a plurality of these are to Hispanics.[215]
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 Cities and towns




See also: List of cities in Texas[image: External link], List of counties in Texas[image: External link], List of Texas metropolitan areas[image: External link], and List of cities in Texas by population[image: External link]




	
Largest city in Texas[image: External link] by year[216]




	Year(s)
	City



	1850–1870
	
San Antonio[image: External link][217]




	1870–1890
	
Galveston[image: External link][218]




	1890–1900
	
Dallas[image: External link][216]




	1900–1930
	
San Antonio[image: External link][217]




	1930–present
	
Houston[219]





The state has three cities with populations exceeding one million: Houston, San Antonio, and Dallas.[220] These three rank among the 10 most populous cities of the United States. As of 2010, six Texas cities had populations greater than 600,000 people. Austin, Fort Worth, and El Paso are among the 20 largest U.S. cities[image: External link]. Texas has four metropolitan areas[image: External link] with populations greater than a million: Dallas–Fort Worth–Arlington[image: External link], Houston–Sugar Land–Baytown[image: External link], San Antonio–New Braunfels[image: External link], and Austin–Round Rock–San Marcos[image: External link]. The Dallas–Fort Worth and Houston metropolitan areas number about 6.3 million and 5.7 million residents, respectively.

Three interstate highways[image: External link]— I-35[image: External link] to the west (Dallas–Fort Worth to San Antonio, with Austin in between), I-45[image: External link] to the east (Dallas to Houston), and I-10[image: External link] to the south (San Antonio to Houston) define the Texas Urban Triangle[image: External link] region. The region of 60,000 square miles (160,000 km2) contains most of the state's largest cities and metropolitan areas as well as 17 million people, nearly 75 percent of Texas's total population.[221] Houston and Dallas have been recognized as beta world cities[image: External link].[222] These cities are spread out amongst the state. Texas has 254 counties[image: External link], which is more than any other state by 95 (Georgia).[223]

In contrast to the cities, unincorporated rural settlements known as colonias[image: External link] often lack basic infrastructure and are marked by poverty.[224] The office of the Texas Attorney General stated, in 2011, that Texas had about 2,294 colonias and estimates that about 500,000 lived in the colonias. Hidalgo County[image: External link], as of 2011, has the largest number of colonias.[225] Texas has the largest number of people of all states, living in colonias.[224]
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 Languages




The most common accent[image: External link] and/or dialect[image: External link] spoken by natives throughout Texas is sometimes referred to as Texan English[image: External link], which itself is a sub-variety of a broader category of American English[image: External link] known as Southern American English[image: External link].[227][228] Creole language[image: External link] is spoken in East Texas.[229] In some areas of the state—particularly in the large cities – Western American English[image: External link] and General American English[image: External link], have been on the increase. Chicano English[image: External link]—due to a growing Hispanic population—is widespread in South Texas, while African American Vernacular English[image: External link], is especially notable in historically minority areas of urban Texas.



	Top 10 Non-English Languages Spoken in Texas



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[230]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	29.21%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.75%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (including Mandarin[image: External link] and Cantonese[image: External link])
	0.56%



	German[image: External link]
	0.33%



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	0.29%



	French[image: External link]
	0.25%



	
Korean[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] (tied)
	0.24%



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.23%



	Arabic[image: External link]
	0.21%



	
Niger-Congo languages[image: External link] of West Africa[image: External link] ( Ibo[image: External link], Kru[image: External link], and Yoruba[image: External link])
	0.15%




As of 2010, 65.8% (14,740,304) of Texas residents age 5 and older spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 29.2% (6,543,702) spoke Spanish[image: External link], 0.75 percent (168,886) Vietnamese[image: External link], and Chinese[image: External link] (which includes Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link]) was spoken by 0.56% (122,921) of the population over the age of five.[230]

Other languages spoken include German[image: External link] (including Texas German[image: External link]) by 0.33% (73,137,) Tagalog[image: External link] with 0.29% (73,137) speakers, and French[image: External link] (including Cajun French[image: External link]) was spoken by 0.25% (55,773) of Texans.[230] Reportedly, Cherokee[image: External link] is the most widely spoken Native American language[image: External link] in Texas.[231]

In total, 34.2% (7,660,406) of Texas's population aged five and older spoke a language at home other than English.[230]
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 Religion




The 2014 Pew Religious Landscape Survey showed the religious makeup of the state was as follows:




	Religious affiliation in Texas (2014)



	Affiliation
	% of Texas population



	Christian[image: External link]
	77
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	50
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	31
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	13
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6
	
 





	Catholic[image: External link]
	23
	
 





	Mormon[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	1
	
 





	Unaffiliated[image: External link]
	18
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	13
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	3
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	2
	
 





	Non-Christian faiths
	4
	
 





	Jewish[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Muslim[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Buddhist[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Non-Christian faiths
	0.5
	
 





	Don't know/refused answer
	0.5
	
 





	Total
	100
	
 








The largest denominations by number of adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church (4,673,500); the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] (3,721,318); the United Methodist Church[image: External link] with (1,035,168); and Islam[image: External link] (421,972).[233]

Known as the buckle of the Bible Belt[image: External link], East Texas is socially conservative.[234] The Dallas–Fort Worth metroplex[image: External link] is home to three major evangelical seminaries and a host of Bible schools. Lakewood Church[image: External link] in Houston, boasts the largest attendance in the nation averaging more than 43,000 weekly.[235]

Adherents of many other religions reside predominantly in the urban centers of Texas. In 1990, the Islamic population was about 140,000 with more recent figures putting the current number of Muslims between 350,000 and 400,000.[236] The Jewish population is around 128,000.[237] Around 146,000 adherents of religions such as Hinduism[image: External link] and Sikhism[image: External link] live in Texas.[238] It is the fifth-largest Muslim[image: External link]-populated state in the country.[239]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Texas[image: External link]


See also: List of people from Texas[image: External link] and List of Texas symbols[image: External link]


Historically, Texas culture comes from a blend of Southern (Dixie)[image: External link], Western (frontier)[image: External link], and Southwestern (Mexican/Anglo fusion)[image: External link] influences, varying in degrees of such from one intrastate region to another. Texas is placed in the Southern United States[image: External link] by the United States Census Bureau[image: External link].[240] A popular food item, the breakfast burrito[image: External link], draws from all three, having a soft flour tortilla wrapped around bacon and scrambled eggs or other hot, cooked fillings. Adding to Texas's traditional culture, established in the 18th and 19th centuries, immigration has made Texas a melting pot[image: External link] of cultures from around the world.

Texas has made a strong mark on national and international pop culture. The state is strongly associated with the image of the cowboy[image: External link] shown in westerns[image: External link] and in country western music[image: External link]. The state's numerous oil tycoons are also a popular pop culture topic as seen in the hit TV series Dallas[image: External link].

The internationally known slogan "Don't Mess with Texas[image: External link]" began as an anti-littering advertisement[image: External link]. Since the campaign's inception in 1986, the phrase has become "an identity statement, a declaration of Texas swagger".[241]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Texas self perception




Texas-sized is an expression that can be used in two ways: to describe something that is about the size of the U.S. state[image: External link] of Texas,[242][243] or to describe something (usually but not always originating from Texas) that is large compared to other objects of its type.[244][245][246] Texas was the largest U.S. state, until Alaska[image: External link] became a state in 1959. The phrase, "everything is bigger in Texas," has been in regular use since at least 1950;[247] and was used as early as 1913.[248]
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 Arts




Further information: Music of Texas[image: External link]


Houston is one of only five American cities with permanent professional resident companies in all of the major performing arts disciplines: the Houston Grand Opera[image: External link], the Houston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], the Houston Ballet[image: External link], and The Alley Theatre[image: External link].[249] Known for the vibrancy of its visual[image: External link] and performing arts[image: External link], the Houston Theater District[image: External link]—a 17-block area in the heart of Downtown Houston[image: External link]— ranks second in the country in the number of theater seats in a concentrated downtown area, with 12,948 seats for live performances and 1,480 movie seats.[249]

Founded in 1892, Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth[image: External link], also called "The Modern", is Texas's oldest art museum. Fort Worth also has the Kimbell Art Museum[image: External link], the Amon Carter Museum[image: External link], the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame[image: External link], the Will Rogers Memorial Center[image: External link], and the Bass Performance Hall[image: External link] downtown. The Arts District[image: External link] of Downtown Dallas[image: External link] has arts venues such as the Dallas Museum of Art[image: External link], the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center[image: External link], the Margot and Bill Winspear Opera House[image: External link], the Trammell & Margaret Crow Collection of Asian Art[image: External link], and the Nasher Sculpture Center[image: External link].[250]

The Deep Ellum[image: External link] district within Dallas became popular during the 1920s and 1930s as the prime jazz[image: External link] and blues hotspot in the Southern United States. The name Deep Ellum comes from local people pronouncing "Deep Elm" as "Deep Ellum".[251] Artists such as Blind Lemon Jefferson[image: External link], Robert Johnson[image: External link], Huddie "Lead Belly[image: External link]" Ledbetter, and Bessie Smith[image: External link] played in early Deep Ellum clubs.[252]

Austin, The Live Music Capital of the World[image: External link], boasts "more live music venues per capita than such music hotbeds as Nashville, Memphis, Los Angeles, Las Vegas or New York City."[253] The city's music revolves around the nightclubs[image: External link] on 6th Street[image: External link]; events like the film, music, and multimedia[image: External link] festival South by Southwest[image: External link]; the longest-running concert music program on American television, Austin City Limits[image: External link]; and the Austin City Limits Music Festival[image: External link] held in Zilker Park[image: External link].[254]

Since 1980, San Antonio has evolved into "The Tejano Music[image: External link] Capital Of The World."[255] The Tejano Music Awards[image: External link] have provided a forum to create greater awareness and appreciation for Tejano music and culture.[256]
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 Education




Main article: Education in Texas[image: External link]


The second president of the Republic of Texas[image: External link], Mirabeau B. Lamar[image: External link], is the Father of Texas Education. During his term, the state set aside three leagues[image: External link] of land in each county for equipping public schools. An additional 50 leagues of land set aside for the support of two universities would later become the basis of the state's Permanent University Fund[image: External link].[257] Lamar's actions set the foundation for a Texas-wide public school system.[258]

Between 2006 and 2007, Texas spent $7,275 per pupil ranking it below the national average of $9,389. The pupil/teacher ratio was 14.9, below the national average of 15.3. Texas paid instructors $41,744, below the national average of $46,593. The Texas Education Agency[image: External link] (TEA) administers the state's public school systems. Texas has over 1,000[image: External link] school districts[image: External link]- all districts except the Stafford Municipal School District[image: External link] are independent from municipal government and many cross city boundaries.[259] School districts have the power to tax[image: External link] their residents and to assert eminent domain[image: External link] over privately owned property. Due to court-mandated equitable school financing for school districts, the state has a controversial tax redistribution system called the"Robin Hood plan[image: External link]". This plan transfers property tax revenue from wealthy school districts to poor ones.[260] The TEA has no authority over private or home school[image: External link] activities.[261]

Students in Texas take the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness[image: External link] (STAAR) in primary and secondary school. STAAR assess students' attainment of reading[image: External link], writing, mathematics[image: External link], science, and social studies[image: External link] skills required under Texas education standards and the No Child Left Behind Act[image: External link]. The test replaced the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills[image: External link] (TAKS) test in the 2011–2012 school year.[262]



Although unusual in the West, school corporal punishment[image: External link] is not uncommon in more conservative areas of the state, with 28,569 public school students[263] paddled[image: External link] at least one time, according to government data for the 2011–2012 school year.[264] The rate of school corporal punishment in Texas is surpassed only by Mississippi, Alabama, and Arkansas.[264]
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 Higher education




Further information: List of colleges and universities in Texas[image: External link]


The state's two most widely recognized flagship universities are The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link] and Texas A&M University[image: External link], ranked as the 52nd[265] and 69th[266] best universities in the nation according to the 2014 edition of U.S. News & World Report's[image: External link] "Best Colleges", respectively. Some observers[267] also include the University of Houston[image: External link] and Texas Tech University[image: External link] as tier one flagships alongside UT Austin and A&M.[268][269] The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board[image: External link] (THECB) ranks the state's public universities into three distinct tiers:[270]


	National Research Universities (Tier 1)[271]

	The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link]

	Texas A&M University[image: External link]

	Texas Tech University[image: External link]

	University of Houston[image: External link]





	Emerging Research Universities (Tier 2)[270]

	The University of Texas at Arlington[image: External link]

	The University of Texas at Dallas[image: External link]

	The University of Texas at El Paso[image: External link]

	The University of Texas at San Antonio[image: External link]

	The University of North Texas[image: External link]

	Texas State University[image: External link]





	Comprehensive Universities (Tier 3)[270]

	All other public universities (25 in total)







Texas's controversial alternative affirmative action plan, Texas House Bill 588[image: External link], guarantees Texas students who graduated in the top 10 percent of their high school class automatic admission to state-funded universities. The bill encourages demographic diversity while avoiding problems stemming from the Hopwood v. Texas[image: External link] (1996) case.

Thirty-six (36) separate and distinct public universities exist in Texas, of which 32 belong to one of the six state university systems.[272][273] Discovery of minerals on Permanent University Fund[image: External link] land, particularly oil, has helped fund the rapid growth of the state's two largest university systems: the University of Texas System[image: External link] and the Texas A&M System[image: External link]. The four other university systems: the University of Houston System[image: External link], the University of North Texas System[image: External link], the Texas State System[image: External link], and the Texas Tech System[image: External link] are not funded by the Permanent University Fund.

The Carnegie Foundation classifies three of Texas's universities as Tier One research institutions: The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], the Texas A&M University[image: External link], and the University of Houston[image: External link]. The University of Texas at Austin and Texas A&M University are flagship universities of the state of Texas. Both were established by the Texas Constitution and hold stakes in the Permanent University Fund. The state has been putting effort to expand the number of flagship universities by elevating some of its seven institutions designated as "emerging research universities." The two that are expected to emerge first are the University of Houston and Texas Tech University, likely in that order according to discussions on the House floor of the 82nd Texas Legislature.[274]

The state is home to various private institutions of higher learning—ranging from liberal arts colleges to a nationally recognized top-tier research university. Rice University[image: External link] in Houston is one of the leading teaching and research universities of the United States and is ranked the nation's 17th-best overall university by U.S. News & World Report.[275] Trinity University[image: External link], a private, primarily undergraduate liberal arts university in San Antonio, has ranked first among universities granting primarily bachelor's and select master's degrees in the Western United States for 20 consecutive years by U.S. News.[276] Private universities include Austin College[image: External link], Baylor University[image: External link], University of Mary Hardin–Baylor[image: External link], and Southwestern University[image: External link].[277][278][279]

Universities in Texas host three presidential libraries: George Bush Presidential Library[image: External link] at Texas A&M University, the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum[image: External link] at The University of Texas at Austin, and the George W. Bush Presidential Library[image: External link] at Southern Methodist University[image: External link].
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 Media




See also: Category:Texas media[image: External link]
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 Healthcare




See also: List of hospitals in Texas[image: External link]


Notwithstanding the concentration of elite medical centers located in the state, The Commonwealth Fund[image: External link] ranks the Texas healthcare system[image: External link] the third worst in the nation.[280] Texas ranks close to last in access to healthcare, quality of care, avoidable hospital spending, and equity among various groups.[280] Causes of the state's poor rankings include politics, a high poverty rate, and the highest rate of illegal immigration in the nation.[193] In May 2006, Texas initiated the program "code red" in response to the report that the state had 25.1 percent of the population without health insurance, the largest proportion in the nation.[281] Texas also has controversial non-economic damages caps[image: External link] for medical malpractice[image: External link] lawsuits, set at $250,000, in an attempt to "curb rising malpractice premiums, and control escalating healthcare costs".[282]

The Trust for America's Health[image: External link] ranked Texas 15th highest in adult obesity[image: External link], with 27.2 percent of the state's population measured[image: External link] as obese.[283] The 2008 Men's Health[image: External link] obesity survey ranked four Texas cities among the top 25 fattest cities in America; Houston ranked 6th, Dallas 7th, El Paso 8th, and Arlington[image: External link] 14th.[284] Texas had only one city, Austin, ranked 21st, in the top 25 among the "fittest cities" in America.[284] The same survey has evaluated the state's obesity initiatives favorably with a "B+".[284] The state is ranked forty-second in the percentage of residents who engage in regular exercise.[285]

Texas has highest maternal mortality rate[image: External link] in the developed world, and the rate by which Texas women died from pregnancy related complications doubled from 2010 to 2014, to 23.8 per 100,000. A rate unmatched in any other U.S. state or economically developed country.[286]
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 Medical research




Many elite research medical centers are located in Texas. The state has nine medical schools[image: External link],[287] three dental schools,[288] and two optometry[image: External link] schools.[289] Texas has two Biosafety Level 4[image: External link] (BSL-4) laboratories: one at The University of Texas Medical Branch[image: External link] (UTMB) in Galveston,[290] and the other at the Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research[image: External link] in San Antonio—the first privately owned BSL-4 lab in the United States.[291]

The Texas Medical Center[image: External link] in Houston, holds the world's largest concentration of research and healthcare institutions, with 47 member institutions.[292] Texas Medical Center performs the most heart transplants in the world.[293] The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center[image: External link] in Houston is a highly regarded academic institution that centers around cancer patient care, research, education and prevention.[294]

San Antonio's South Texas Medical Center[image: External link] facilities rank sixth in clinical medicine research impact in the United States.[295] The University of Texas Health Science Center[image: External link] is another highly ranked research and educational institution in San Antonio.[296][297]

Both the American Heart Association[image: External link] and the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center[image: External link] call Dallas home. The Southwestern Medical Center ranks "among the top academic medical centers in the world".[298] The institution's medical school[image: External link] employs the most medical school Nobel laureates[image: External link] in the world.[298][299]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Texas[image: External link]


Texans have historically had difficulties traversing Texas due to the state's large size and rough terrain. Texas has compensated by building both America's largest highway and railway systems in length. The regulatory authority[image: External link], the Texas Department of Transportation[image: External link] (TxDOT) maintains the state's immense highway system, regulates aviation,[300] and public transportation[image: External link] systems.[301]

Located centrally in North America, the state is an important transportation hub[image: External link]. From the Dallas/Fort Worth area, trucks can reach 93 percent of the nation's population within 48 hours, and 37 percent within 24 hours.[302] Texas has 33 foreign trade zones[image: External link] (FTZ), the most in the nation.[303] In 2004, a combined total of $298 billion of goods passed though Texas FTZs.[303]
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 Highways




Main article: Texas state highways[image: External link]


The first Texas freeway was the Gulf Freeway[image: External link] opened in 1948 in Houston.[304] As of 2005, 79,535 miles (127,999 km) of public highway crisscrossed Texas (up from 71,000 miles (114,263 km) in 1984).[305] To fund recent growth in the state highways, Texas has 17 toll roads (see list[image: External link]) with several additional tollways[image: External link] proposed.[306] In central Texas, the southern section of the State Highway 130[image: External link] toll road has a speed limit of 85 miles per hour (137 km/h), the highest in the nation.[307] All federal and state highways in Texas are paved.
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 Airports




See also: List of airports in Texas[image: External link]


Texas has 730 airports, second most of any state in the nation. Largest in Texas by size and passengers served, Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport[image: External link] (DFW) is the second largest by area in the United States, and fourth in the world with 18,076 acres (73.15 km2).[308] In traffic, DFW is the busiest in the state, the fourth busiest in the United States,[309] and sixth worldwide.[310] American Airlines Group[image: External link]'s American[image: External link] / American Eagle[image: External link], the world's largest airline in total passengers-miles transported and passenger fleet size,[311] uses DFW as its largest and main hub[image: External link]. Southwest Airlines[image: External link], headquartered in Dallas, has its operations at Dallas Love Field[image: External link].[312] It ranks as the largest airline in the United States by number of passengers carried domestically per year and the largest airline in the world[image: External link] by number of passengers carried.[313]

Texas's second-largest air facility is Houston's George Bush Intercontinental Airport[image: External link] (IAH). It served as the largest hub for the former Continental Airlines[image: External link], which was based in Houston; it serves as the largest hub for United Airlines[image: External link], the world's third-largest airline, by passenger-miles flown.[314][315] IAH offers service to the most Mexican destinations of any U.S. airport.[316][317] The next five largest airports in the state all serve over 3 million passengers annually; they include Austin-Bergstrom International Airport[image: External link], William P. Hobby Airport[image: External link], San Antonio International Airport[image: External link], Dallas Love Field[image: External link] and El Paso International Airport[image: External link]. The smallest airport in the state to be designated an international airport is Del Rio International Airport[image: External link].
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Main article: List of ports in the United States[image: External link]


Around 1,150 seaports[image: External link] dot Texas's coast with over 1,000 miles (1,600 km) of channels[image: External link].[318] Ports employ nearly one-million people and handle an average of 317 million metric tons[image: External link].[319] Texas ports connect with the rest of the U.S. Atlantic seaboard with the Gulf[image: External link] section of the Intracoastal Waterway[image: External link].[318] The Port of Houston[image: External link] today is the busiest port in the United States in foreign tonnage, second in overall tonnage, and tenth[image: External link] worldwide in tonnage.[320] The Houston Ship Channel[image: External link] spans 530 feet (160 m) wide by 45 feet (14 m) deep by 50 miles (80 km) long.[321]
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 Railroads




See also: List of Texas railroads[image: External link]


Part of the state's tradition[image: External link] of cowboys is derived from the massive cattle drives[image: External link] which its ranchers organized in the nineteenth century to drive[image: External link] livestock to railroads and markets in Kansas, for shipment to the East. Towns along the way, such as Baxter Springs[image: External link], the first cow town in Kansas, developed to handle the seasonal workers and tens of thousands of head of cattle being driven.

The first railroad to operate in Texas was the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railway[image: External link], opening in August 1853.[322] The first railroad to enter Texas from the north, completed in 1872, was the Missouri–Kansas–Texas Railroad[image: External link].[323] With increasing railroad access, the ranchers did not have to take their livestock up to the Midwest, and shipped beef out from Texas. This caused a decline in the economies of the cow towns.

Since 1911, Texas has led the nation in length of railroad miles within the state. Texas railway length peaked in 1932 at 17,078 miles (27,484 km), but declined to 14,006 miles (22,540 km) by 2000. While the Railroad Commission of Texas[image: External link] originally regulated state railroads, in 2005 the state reassigned these duties to TxDOT.[324]

Both Dallas and Houston feature light rail[image: External link] systems. Dallas Area Rapid Transit[image: External link] (DART) built the first light rail system in the Southwest United States, completed in 1996.[325] The Trinity Railway Express[image: External link] (TRE) commuter rail[image: External link] service, which connects Fort Worth and Dallas, is provided by the Fort Worth Transportation Authority[image: External link] (the T) and DART.[326] In the Austin area, Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link] operates a commuter rail service known as Capital MetroRail[image: External link] to the northwestern suburbs. The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County, Texas[image: External link] (METRO) operates light rail lines in the Houston area.

Amtrak[image: External link] provides Texas with limited intercity passenger rail service. Three scheduled routes serve the state: the daily Texas Eagle[image: External link] (Chicago–San Antonio); the tri-weekly Sunset Limited[image: External link] (New Orleans–Los Angeles), with stops in Texas; and the daily Heartland Flyer[image: External link] (Fort Worth–Oklahoma City).
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Main article: Sports in Texas[image: External link]


Further information: List of Texas sports teams[image: External link] and List of University Interscholastic League events[image: External link]


While American football[image: External link] has long been considered "king" in the state, Texans today enjoy a wide variety of sports.[327]

Texans can cheer for a plethora of professional sports teams. Within the "Big Four" professional leagues[image: External link], Texas has two NFL teams (the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link] and the Houston Texans[image: External link]), two Major League Baseball[image: External link] teams (the Texas Rangers[image: External link] and the Houston Astros[image: External link]), three NBA[image: External link] teams (the Houston Rockets[image: External link], the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], and the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]), and one National Hockey League team (the Dallas Stars[image: External link]). The Dallas – Fort Worth Metroplex[image: External link] is one of only twelve American metropolitan areas that hosts sports teams from all the "Big Four" professional leagues[image: External link]. Outside of the "Big Four" leagues, Texas also has one WNBA[image: External link] team (the San Antonio Stars[image: External link]) and two Major League Soccer[image: External link] teams (the Houston Dynamo[image: External link] and FC Dallas[image: External link]).

Collegiate athletics[image: External link] have deep significance in Texas culture, especially football[image: External link]. The state has ten Division I-FBS[image: External link] schools, the most in the nation. Four of the state's universities, the Baylor Bears[image: External link], Texas Longhorns[image: External link], TCU Horned Frogs[image: External link], and Texas Tech Red Raiders[image: External link], compete in the Big 12 Conference[image: External link]. The Texas A&M Aggies[image: External link] left the Big 12 and joined the Southeastern Conference[image: External link] in 2012, which led the Big 12 to invite TCU to join; TCU was previously in the Mountain West Conference[image: External link]. The Houston Cougars[image: External link] and the SMU Mustangs[image: External link] compete in the American Athletic Conference[image: External link]. The Texas State Bobcats[image: External link] and the UT Arlington Mavericks[image: External link] compete in the Sun Belt Conference[image: External link]. Four of the state's schools claim at least one national championship in football: the Texas Longhorns, the Texas A&M Aggies, the TCU Horned Frogs, and the SMU Mustangs.

According to a survey of Division I-A coaches the rivalry[image: External link] between the University of Oklahoma[image: External link] and the University of Texas at Austin, the Red River Shootout[image: External link], ranks the third best in the nation.[328] The TCU Horned Frogs and SMU Mustangs also share a rivalry and compete annually in the Battle for the Iron Skillet[image: External link]. A fierce rivalry, the Lone Star Showdown[image: External link], also exists between the state's two largest universities, Texas A&M University and the University of Texas at Austin. The athletics portion of the Lone Star Showdown rivalry has been put on hold after the Texas A&M Aggies joined the Southeastern Conference.

The University Interscholastic League[image: External link] (UIL) organizes most primary and secondary school competitions. Events organized by UIL include contests in athletics (the most popular being high school football[image: External link]) as well as artistic and academic subjects.[329]

Texans also enjoy the rodeo[image: External link]. The world's first rodeo was hosted in Pecos, Texas[image: External link].[330] The annual Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo[image: External link] is the largest rodeo in the world. It begins with trail rides that originate from several points throughout the state that convene at Reliant Park[image: External link].[331] The Southwestern Exposition and Livestock Show[image: External link] in Fort Worth is the oldest continuously running rodeo incorporating many of the state's most historic traditions into its annual events. Dallas hosts the State Fair of Texas[image: External link] each year at Fair Park[image: External link].[332]

Texas Motor Speedway[image: External link] hosts annual NASCAR Cup Series[image: External link] and IndyCar Series[image: External link] auto races since 1997. Since 2012, Austin's Circuit of the Americas[image: External link] plays host to a round of the Formula 1[image: External link] World Championship[333] —the first at a permanent road circuit in the United States since the 1980 Grand Prix[image: External link] at Watkins Glen International[image: External link]—, as well as Grand Prix motorcycle racing[image: External link], FIA World Endurance Championship[image: External link] and United SportsCar Championship[image: External link] races.
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	Index of Texas-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of Texas[image: External link] – organized list of topics about Texas

	LGBT rights in Texas[image: External link]

	Texas secession movements[image: External link]
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^ For example, as used by the large Grand Prairie[image: External link]–based national and international amusement park operator Six Flags[image: External link]








	
^ a b c Did not run and was not a candidate, but received one electoral vote by a faithless elector[image: External link].
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Los Angeles





This article is about the U.S. city. For the county in California, see Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"L.A." and "City of Los Angeles" redirect here. For other uses, see L.A. (disambiguation)[image: External link] and City of Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Los Angeles ( i[image: External link]/las 'aendZels /[image: External link],[14] Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels"; Spanish pronunciation: [los ˈaŋxeles][image: External link]), officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a census-estimated 2015 population of 3,971,883,[10] it is the second-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in California. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2).[7] The city is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the country. Los Angeles is the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], and is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach[image: External link] combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA), the second most populous[image: External link] in the nation with a 2015 estimated population of 18.7 million.[15]

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[16] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels", Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also one of the most substantial economic engines within the nation, with a diverse economy in a broad range of professional and cultural fields. Los Angeles is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the world entertainment industry. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) also has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas.
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Historical affiliations



Spanish Empire[image: External link] 1781–1821

First Mexican Empire[image: External link] 1821–1823

United Mexican States[image: External link] 1823–1848

California Republic[image: External link] 1846

 United States[image: External link] 1848–present







Main article: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Los Angeles in the 1920s[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The Los Angeles coastal area was first settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native American tribes thousands of years ago. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place".[17][18]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] of the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[19] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[20]
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 Spanish period




In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[21] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English it is "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciúncula". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link].[22] Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[23] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[24] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[25]
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 Mexican period




New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[26]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 American period




Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[27]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[28] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[29]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[30] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[31] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[32] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[33][34][35]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[36] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[37] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[38] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[39]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[40] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[41]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[42] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[43]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[44] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[45][46]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake[image: External link] shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[47] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[48]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[49]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Geography




See also: Los Angeles Basin[image: External link]; San Fernando Valley[image: External link]; Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]; and Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]
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 Cityscape




Main article: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[50] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[51] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[52]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].
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 Overview




The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of which are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[53]

Los Angeles is often characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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 Landmarks




See also: List of sites of interest in the Los Angeles area[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]


Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link], Dolby Theatre[image: External link], Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link], Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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 Topography




The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[7] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[54][55] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[56] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].
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 Vegetation




Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[57] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[58] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[59] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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 Geology




Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[60] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[61] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[62] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge[image: External link] events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[63]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid either Köppen's BSh or BSk (semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[64] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[64] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[65] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[66] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[67]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[68] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[69]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[65] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[65] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[65] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[65][70] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[65][71] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[65] on January 4, 1949.[65] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.





	Climate data for Los Angeles ( USC[image: External link], Downtown[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1877–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	112

(44)
	109

(43)
	106

(41)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	100

(38)
	92

(33)
	113

(45)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	83.3

(28.5)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.2

(32.9)
	89.7

(32.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	94.1

(34.5)
	95.3

(35.2)
	98.9

(37.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	88.0

(31.1)
	81.4

(27.4)
	102.7

(39.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	68.6

(20.3)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.7

(22.6)
	74.5

(23.6)
	78.1

(25.6)
	83.1

(28.4)
	84.4

(29.1)
	83.1

(28.4)
	78.5

(25.8)
	72.8

(22.7)
	67.7

(19.8)
	75.2

(24)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	58.9

(14.9)
	60.6

(15.9)
	63.1

(17.3)
	65.8

(18.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	74.3

(23.5)
	73.1

(22.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	62.4

(16.9)
	57.6

(14.2)
	65.4

(18.6)



	Average low °F (°C)
	47.8

(8.8)
	49.3

(9.6)
	51.0

(10.6)
	53.5

(11.9)
	57.1

(13.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	63.6

(17.6)
	64.1

(17.8)
	63.1

(17.3)
	58.7

(14.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	47.5

(8.6)
	55.7

(13.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.3

(5.2)
	42.9

(6.1)
	44.9

(7.2)
	48.4

(9.1)
	53.6

(12)
	57.2

(14)
	61.2

(16.2)
	61.8

(16.6)
	59.2

(15.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	45.0

(7.2)
	40.8

(4.9)
	39.1

(3.9)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	28

(−2)
	31

(−1)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	46

(8)
	49

(9)
	49

(9)
	44

(7)
	40

(4)
	34

(1)
	30

(−1)
	28

(−2)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.80

(96.5)
	2.43

(61.7)
	0.91

(23.1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.09

(2.3)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.66

(16.8)
	1.04

(26.4)
	2.33

(59.2)
	14.93

(379.2)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.1
	6.4
	5.5
	3.2
	1.3
	0.6
	0.3
	0.3
	1.0
	2.5
	3.3
	5.2
	35.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	225.3
	222.5
	267.0
	303.5
	276.2
	275.8
	364.1
	349.5
	278.5
	255.1
	217.3
	219.4
	3,254.2



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	71
	72
	72
	78
	64
	64
	83
	84
	75
	73
	70
	71
	73



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1977)[72][73][74]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (LAX), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1944–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	91

(33)
	92

(33)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	103

(39)
	93

(34)
	98

(37)
	106

(41)
	101

(38)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	81.2

(27.3)
	81.0

(27.2)
	79.6

(26.4)
	83.4

(28.6)
	79.9

(26.6)
	80.0

(26.7)
	83.6

(28.7)
	85.7

(29.8)
	90.1

(32.3)
	89.9

(32.2)
	85.5

(29.7)
	78.9

(26.1)
	94.7

(34.8)



	Average high °F (°C)
	64.6

(18.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	64.4

(18)
	66.4

(19.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	70.6

(21.4)
	73.8

(23.2)
	74.9

(23.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	72.5

(22.5)
	68.9

(20.5)
	64.6

(18.1)
	69.0

(20.6)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	56.7

(13.7)
	57.1

(13.9)
	58.0

(14.4)
	60.1

(15.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	65.5

(18.6)
	68.8

(20.4)
	69.6

(20.9)
	68.9

(20.5)
	65.9

(18.8)
	61.1

(16.2)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	48.8

(9.3)
	50.0

(10)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.8

(12.1)
	57.3

(14.1)
	60.5

(15.8)
	63.7

(17.6)
	64.3

(17.9)
	63.2

(17.3)
	59.3

(15.2)
	53.2

(11.8)
	48.7

(9.3)
	56.2

(13.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.1

(5.1)
	42.5

(5.8)
	44.6

(7)
	47.5

(8.6)
	52.5

(11.4)
	56.2

(13.4)
	59.8

(15.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	58.4

(14.7)
	52.7

(11.5)
	45.3

(7.4)
	40.9

(4.9)
	38.8

(3.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	27

(−3)
	34

(1)
	35

(2)
	42

(6)
	45

(7)
	48

(9)
	52

(11)
	51

(11)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	38

(3)
	32

(0)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	2.71

(68.8)
	3.25

(82.6)
	1.85

(47)
	0.70

(17.8)
	0.22

(5.6)
	0.08

(2)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.21

(5.3)
	0.56

(14.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	2.05

(52.1)
	12.82

(325.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	2.8
	1.2
	0.6
	0.5
	0.3
	1.0
	2.3
	3.4
	5.2
	35.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.4
	67.9
	70.5
	71.0
	74.0
	75.9
	76.6
	76.6
	74.2
	70.5
	65.5
	62.9
	70.8



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1961–1990)[72][75][76]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (Canoga Park[image: External link], in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	93

(34)
	94

(34)
	101

(38)
	105

(41)
	113

(45)
	113

(45)
	115

(46)
	116

(47)
	115

(46)
	110

(43)
	99

(37)
	96

(36)
	116

(47)



	Average high °F (°C)
	67.9

(19.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	72.0

(22.2)
	77.7

(25.4)
	81.3

(27.4)
	88.8

(31.6)
	95.0

(35)
	96.0

(35.6)
	91.7

(33.2)
	84.4

(29.1)
	74.7

(23.7)
	68.8

(20.4)
	80.7

(27.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.7

(12.1)
	55.4

(13)
	57.2

(14)
	61.3

(16.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	76.8

(24.9)
	73.5

(23.1)
	66.8

(19.3)
	58.2

(14.6)
	53.6

(12)
	64.1

(17.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.5

(4.2)
	40.9

(4.9)
	42.3

(5.7)
	44.8

(7.1)
	49.1

(9.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	56.9

(13.8)
	57.6

(14.2)
	55.2

(12.9)
	49.2

(9.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	38.3

(3.5)
	47.4

(8.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	18

(−8)
	26

(−3)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	42

(6)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	27

(−3)
	23

(−5)
	20

(−7)
	18

(−8)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.83

(97.3)
	4.40

(111.8)
	3.60

(91.4)
	0.88

(22.4)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.62

(15.7)
	1.29

(32.8)
	2.38

(60.5)
	17.79

(452)



	Average rainy days
	6.2
	5.9
	6.1
	3.0
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0.7
	1.3
	2.0
	3.2
	4.4
	34.6



	Source: NOAA[65]
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 Environmental issues




A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[17][18] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[77][78] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[79]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[80] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric[image: External link] and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[81] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[82] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[83] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[84] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[85]

Climate change[image: External link] has already affected Los Angeles with a 4 degree average temperature rise from 1878 to 2005 with a UCLA[image: External link] study predicting that coastal areas will rise 3 to 4 degrees in temperature and urban areas 4 to 4.5 degrees.[86] In 2014, the fire season never finished in Southern California and studies have predicted that climate change will cause more frequent and larger fires by the end of the century.[86] Climate change is also expected to affect sea levels which are expected to rise 5 to 24 inches from 2000 to 2050 leading to higher storm surge and waves, which could result in more extensive flooding that could threaten critical coastal infrastructure.[86]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[87]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	1,610
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,385
	
	172.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	5,728
	
	30.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,183
	
	95.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	50,395
	
	350.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	102,479
	
	103.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	319,198
	
	211.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	576,673
	
	80.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,238,048
	
	114.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,504,277
	
	21.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,970,358
	
	31.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,479,015
	
	25.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,811,801
	
	13.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,968,528
	
	5.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,485,398
	
	17.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,694,820
	
	6.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,792,621
	
	2.6%



	Est. 2015
	3,971,883
	[10]
	4.7%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[88]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][89] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[90] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[90] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[90]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[90]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[90]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[90]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Race and ethnicity






	Racial composition
	2010[90]
	1990[91]
	1970[91]
	1940[91]



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	28.7%
	37.3%
	61.1%[92]
	86.3%



	Black or African American
	9.6%
	14.0%
	17.9%
	4.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	48.5%
	39.9%
	17.1%[92]
	7.1%[93]



	Asian[image: External link]
	11.3%
	9.8%
	3.6%
	2.2%




Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[94] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link] and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[90] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%).

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[90] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[91] People of Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Latinos at 31.9% of Los Angeles' population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Latino population is spread throughout the city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area but it is most heavily concentrated in the East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] regions, which has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles' population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles' population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles' population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large Middle Eastern[image: External link] population, including Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

See also: African-American neighborhoods in Los Angeles[image: External link]


African Americans have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[95] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, such as Mid-City[image: External link], Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] and Arlington Heights[image: External link] has a moderate-to-high concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[91]
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 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[96][97] The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[98] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[99] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011 the once common but ultimately lapsed custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honour of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781 was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[100] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[101] Many of Los Angeles' Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[102] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[103] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[104]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1927 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood neighborhood[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[105]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].

Because of Los Angeles' large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Islam[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist[image: External link] congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. Atheism[image: External link] and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].
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 Economy




Further information: Los Angeles County, California § Economy[image: External link]


See also: Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce[image: External link]


The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation.

Three of the six major film studios—Paramount Pictures[image: External link], 20th Century Fox, and Universal Pictures[image: External link]—are located within the city limits.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[106] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[106]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[107] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[108] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[109]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[110] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[111]
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 Fortune 500




The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[112]



	Top publicly traded companies

in Los Angeles for 2014

(ranked by revenues)

with City and U.S. ranks



	L.A.
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	1
	
	Occidental Petroleum[image: External link] Corporation
	
	116



	2
	
	Health Net, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	254



	3
	
	Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co.[image: External link]
	
	299



	4
	
	AECOM Technology Corporation[image: External link]
	
	332



	5
	
	Oaktree Capital Group, LLC[image: External link]
	
	354



	6
	
	CBRE Group, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	363



	Source: Fortune 500[113]
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 Culture




Main article: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[114] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[115]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards[image: External link] and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[116]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles' cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[115] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[117] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].
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 Museums and galleries




See also: Los Angeles City Museums[image: External link]


There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[118] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[118] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[119]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[120]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[121]
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 Sports




See also: Sports in Los Angeles[image: External link] and History of the National Football League in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of ten top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2019 season.[122][123][124] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced that they will become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and will play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next two seasons.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and is currently bidding for 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link], with Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] as the host stadium. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][125] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[126]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in nearby Pasadena.
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 Government




Main article: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Government of Los Angeles County[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[127] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[128] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[129] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[130]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of criminal gangs in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[131][132] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[133][134] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[135] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[136] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[137]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][138] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[138]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[139] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[140]
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 Education
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 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Schools and libraries




See also: Los Angeles County, California § Colleges and universities[image: External link]; and List of high schools in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]


Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[141] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools help compete with local private schools.

Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[142] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: List of television shows set in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[143]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC, CBS, Fox[image: External link], and NBC[image: External link], all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Chennel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link], Variety (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[144]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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 Freeways




Main article: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[145] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[146] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles's mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[147]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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 Transit systems




Main article: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[148] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[148] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[149]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[150] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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 Airports




Main article: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT,  ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR,  ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Bob Hope Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Burbank Airport; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA,  ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY,  ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[151]
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 Seaports




The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[152][153] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[154] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles' World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[155]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles' coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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 Twin towns and sister cities




Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[156] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[157][158]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[159]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[160]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[161]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[162]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[163]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[164]


	London, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Łódź, Poland[image: External link]

	Manchester, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link][165]
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 See also






	Eastside Los Angeles[image: External link]

	Largest cities in Southern California[image: External link]

	Largest cities in the Americas[image: External link]

	List of cities and towns in California[image: External link]

	List of hotels in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]

	List of largest houses in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link]

	List of museums in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of museums in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]

	List of music venues in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]

	List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	Los Angeles in popular culture[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]
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California





For other uses, see California (disambiguation)[image: External link].

California ( i[image: External link]/,kael'fo:rnje, -ni.e /[image: External link] KAL-ə-FORN -yə[image: External link], KAL-ə-FORN -ee-ə[image: External link]) is the most populous state[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and the third most extensive[image: External link] by area. Located on the western (Pacific Ocean[image: External link]) coast of the U.S., California is bordered by the other U.S. states of Oregon[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], and Arizona[image: External link] and shares an international border[image: External link] with the Mexican state[image: External link] of Baja California[image: External link]. The state capital is Sacramento[image: External link]. Los Angeles is California's most populous city[image: External link], and the country's second largest[image: External link] after New York City[image: External link]. The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] are the nation's second- and fifth-most populous urban regions[image: External link], respectively. California also has the nation's most populous county[image: External link], Los Angeles County[image: External link], and its largest county[image: External link] by area, San Bernardino County[image: External link].

California's diverse geography ranges from the Pacific Coast[image: External link] in the west to the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] mountain range in the east; and from the redwood[image: External link]–Douglas fir[image: External link] forests in the northwest to the Mojave Desert[image: External link] in the southeast. The Central Valley[image: External link], a major agricultural area, dominates the state's center. Though California is well-known for its warm Mediterranean climate[image: External link], the large size of the state means it can vary from moist temperate rainforest[image: External link] in the north, to arid desert[image: External link] in the interior, as well as snowy alpine[image: External link] in the mountains.

What is now California was first settled by various Native American tribes[image: External link] before being explored by a number of European expeditions during the 16th and 17th centuries. The Spanish Empire[image: External link] then claimed it as part of Alta California[image: External link] in their New Spain[image: External link] colony. The area became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following its successful war for independence[image: External link], but was ceded to the United States in 1848 after the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. The western portion of Alta California then was organized as the State of California, and admitted as the 31st state on September 9, 1850. The California Gold Rush[image: External link] starting in 1848 led to dramatic social and demographic changes, with large-scale emigration from the east and abroad with an accompanying economic boom.

If it were a country, California would be the 6th largest economy in the world[image: External link][14] and the 35th most populous[image: External link]. It is also regarded as a global trendsetter in both popular culture and politics, and is the origin of the film industry[image: External link], the hippie[image: External link] counterculture, the Internet[image: External link],[15] and the personal computer[image: External link], among others. Fifty-eight percent of the state's economy[image: External link] is centered on finance[image: External link], government[image: External link], real estate services[image: External link], technology[image: External link], and professional, scientific and technical business services[image: External link].[16] The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has the nation's highest median household income[image: External link] by metropolitan area, and is the headquarters of three of the world's largest 40 firms by revenue, Chevron[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], and McKesson[image: External link].[17] Although it accounts for only 1.5 percent of the state's economy,[16] California's agriculture industry has the highest output of any U.S. state.[18]
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 Etymology




Main article: Etymology of California[image: External link]


The word California originally referred to the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] of Mexico; it was later extended to the entire region composed of the current United States states of California, Nevada[image: External link], and Utah[image: External link], and parts of Arizona[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], Texas and Wyoming[image: External link].[19]

The name California is surmised by some writers to have derived from a fictional paradise peopled by Black[image: External link] Amazons[image: External link] and ruled by Queen Calafia[image: External link],[20][21] who fought alongside Muslims and whose name was chosen to echo the title of a Muslim leader, the Caliph, fictionally implying that California was the Caliphate.[22] The story of Calafia is recorded in a 1510 work The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link], written as a sequel to Amadis de Gaula[image: External link] by Spanish adventure writer Garci Rodríguez de Montalvo[image: External link].[23][24][25] The kingdom of Queen Calafia, according to Montalvo, was said to be a remote land inhabited by griffins[image: External link] and other strange beasts, and rich in gold.


Know ye that at the right hand of the Indies there is an island called California, very close to that part of the Terrestrial Paradise, which was inhabited by black women without a single man among them, and they lived in the manner of Amazons. They were robust of body with strong passionate hearts and great virtue. The island itself is one of the wildest in the world on account of the bold and craggy rocks.

— Chapter CLVII of The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link][26]



When Spanish explorer Francisco de Ulloa[image: External link] was exploring the western coast of North America, his initial surveys of the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] led him to believe that it was an island rather than part of the larger continent, so he dubbed the "island" after the mythical island in Montalvo's writing.[27] This conventional wisdom that California was an island[image: External link], with maps drawn to reflect this belief, lasted as late as the 1700s.[28]

Shortened forms of the state's name include CA, Cal., Calif.[image: External link] and US-CA[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of California[image: External link]
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 Pre-contact




Settled by successive waves of arrivals during the last 10,000 years, California was one of the most culturally and linguistically diverse areas in pre-Columbian North America[image: External link]. Various estimates of the native population range from 100,000 to 300,000.[29] The Indigenous peoples of California[image: External link] included more than 70 distinct groups[image: External link] of Native Americans, ranging from large, settled populations living on the coast to groups in the interior. California groups also were diverse in their political organization with bands, tribes, villages, and on the resource-rich coasts, large chiefdoms, such as the Chumash[image: External link], Pomo[image: External link] and Salinan[image: External link]. Trade, intermarriage and military alliances fostered many social and economic relationships among the diverse groups.
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 16th, 17th and 18th centuries




The first European effort to explore the coast as far north as the Russian River[image: External link] was a Spanish[image: External link] sailing expedition, led by Portuguese captain Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], in 1542. Some 37 years later English explorer Francis Drake[image: External link] also explored and claimed an undefined portion of the California coast in 1579. Spanish traders made unintended visits with the Manila galleons[image: External link] on their return trips from the Philippines[image: External link] beginning in 1565.[30] The first Asians to set foot on what would be the United States occurred in 1587, when Filipino[image: External link] sailors arrived in Spanish ships at Morro Bay[image: External link].[31] Sebastián Vizcaíno[image: External link] explored and mapped the coast of California in 1602 for New Spain[image: External link].

Despite the on-the-ground explorations of California in the 16th century, Rodríguez's idea of California as an island persisted. That depiction appeared on many European maps well into the 18th century.[32]

After the Portolà expedition[image: External link] of 1769–70, Spanish missionaries[image: External link] began setting up 21 California Missions[image: External link] on or near the coast of Alta (Upper) California[image: External link], beginning in San Diego. During the same period, Spanish military forces built several forts ( presidios[image: External link]) and three small towns (pueblos). Two of the pueblos grew into the cities of Los Angeles and San Jose[image: External link]. The Spanish colonization brought the genocide of the indigenous Californian peoples[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 19th century




Imperial Russia[image: External link] explored the California coast and established a trading post at Fort Ross[image: External link]. Its early 19th-century coastal settlements north of San Francisco Bay[image: External link] constituted the southernmost Russian colony in North America and were spread over an area stretching from Point Arena[image: External link] to Tomales Bay[image: External link].[34]

In 1821, the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] gave Mexico[image: External link] (including California) independence from Spain; for the next 25 years, Alta California[image: External link] remained a remote northern province of the nation of Mexico.

Cattle ranches, or ranchos[image: External link], emerged as the dominant institutions of Mexican California. After Mexican independence from Spain, the chain of missions became the property of the Mexican government and were secularized[image: External link] by 1834.[35] The ranchos developed under ownership by Californios[image: External link] (Spanish-speaking Californians) who had received land grants, and traded cowhides and tallow with Boston merchants.

From the 1820s, trappers and settlers from the United States and the future Canada arrived in Northern California. These new arrivals used the Siskiyou Trail[image: External link], California Trail[image: External link], Oregon Trail[image: External link] and Old Spanish Trail[image: External link] to cross the rugged mountains and harsh deserts in and surrounding California.

Between 1831 and 1836, California experienced a series of revolts against Mexico;[36] this culminated in the 1836 California revolt led by Juan Bautista Alvarado[image: External link], which ended after Mexico appointed him governor of the department.[37] The revolt, which had momentarily declared California an independent state, was successful with the assistance of American[image: External link] and British[image: External link] residents of California,[38] including Isaac Graham[image: External link];[39] after 1840, 100 of those residents who did not have passports were arrested, leading to the Graham affair in 1840.[38]

One of the largest ranchers in California was John Marsh[image: External link]. After failing to obtain justice against squatters on his land from the Mexican courts, he determined that California should become part of the United States. Marsh conducted a letter-writing campaign espousing the California climate, soil and other reasons to settle there, as well as the best route to follow, which became known as "Marsh's route." His letters were read, reread, passed around, and printed in newspapers throughout the country, and started the first wagon trains rolling to California.[40] He invited immigrants to stay on his ranch until they could get settled, and assisted in their obtaining passports.[41]

After ushering in the period of organized emigration to California, Marsh helped end the rule of the last Mexican governor of California, thereby paving the way to California's ultimate acquisition by the United States.[42]

In 1846, settlers rebelled against Mexican rule during the Bear Flag Revolt[image: External link]. Afterwards, rebels raised the Bear Flag[image: External link] (featuring a bear, a star, a red stripe and the words "California Republic") at Sonoma. The Republic's only president was William B. Ide[image: External link],[43] who played a pivotal role during the Bear Flag Revolt.

The California Republic was short lived;[44] the same year marked the outbreak of the Mexican–American War[image: External link] (1846–48).[45] When Commodore John D. Sloat[image: External link] of the United States Navy[image: External link] sailed into Monterey Bay[image: External link] and began the military occupation of California by the United States, Northern California capitulated in less than a month to the United States forces.[46] After a series of defensive battles in Southern California[image: External link], the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] was signed by the Californios[image: External link] on January 13, 1847, securing American control in California.[47]

Following the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] that ended the war, the western territory of Alta California, became the United States state of California, and Arizona[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link] and Utah[image: External link] became United States Territories. The lightly populated lower region of California, the Baja Peninsula, remained in the possession of Mexico[image: External link].

In 1846, the non-native population of California was estimated to be no more than 8,000, plus about 100,000 Native Americans down from about 300,000 before Hispanic settlement in 1769.[48] After gold was discovered in 1848, the population burgeoned with United States citizens, Europeans, Chinese and other immigrants during the great California Gold Rush[image: External link]. By 1854 over 300,000 settlers had come.[49] Between 1847 and 1870, the population of San Francisco[image: External link] increased from 500 to 150,000.[50] On September 9, 1850, as part of the Compromise of 1850[image: External link], California was admitted to the United States undivided as a free state[image: External link], denying the expansion of slavery[image: External link] to the Pacific Coast.

California's native population precipitously declined, above all, from Eurasian diseases to which they had no natural immunity.[51] As in other states, the native inhabitants were forcibly removed from their lands by incoming miners, ranchers, and farmers. And although California entered the union as a free state, the "loitering or orphaned Indians" were de facto enslaved by Mexican and Anglo-American masters under the 1853 Act for the Government and Protection of Indians.[52] There were massacres in which hundreds of indigenous people were killed. Between 1850 and 1860, California paid around 1.5 million dollars (some 250,000 of which was reimbursed by the federal government)[53] to hire militias whose purpose was to protect settlers from the indigenous populations. In later decades, the native population was placed in reservations and rancherias, which were often small and isolated and without enough natural resources or funding from the government to sustain the populations living on them.[52] As a result, the rise of California was a calamity for the native inhabitants. Several scholars and Native American activists, including Benjamin Madley and Ed Castillo[image: External link], have described the actions of the California government as a genocide.[54]

The seat of government for California under Spanish and later Mexican rule was located at Monterey[image: External link] from 1777 until 1845.[35] Pio Pico[image: External link], last Mexican governor of Alta California, moved the capital to Los Angeles in 1845. The United States consulate[image: External link] was also located in Monterey, under consul Thomas O. Larkin[image: External link].

In 1849, the Constitutional Convention was first held in Monterey. Among the tasks was a decision on a location for the new state capital. The first legislative sessions were held in San Jose[image: External link] (1850–1851). Subsequent locations included Vallejo[image: External link] (1852–1853), and nearby Benicia[image: External link] (1853–1854); these locations eventually proved to be inadequate as well. The capital has been located in Sacramento[image: External link] since 1854[55] with only a short break in 1862 when legislative sessions were held in San Francisco due to flooding in Sacramento[image: External link].

Initially, travel between California and the rest of the continental United States was time consuming and dangerous. A more direct connection came in 1869 with the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link] through Donner Pass[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevada mountains. Once completed, hundreds of thousands of United States citizens came west, where new Californians were discovering that land in the state, if irrigated during the dry summer months, was extremely well suited to fruit cultivation and agriculture in general. Vast expanses of wheat, other cereal crops, vegetable crops, cotton, and nut and fruit trees were grown (including oranges in Southern California), and the foundation was laid for the state's prodigious agricultural production in the Central Valley and elsewhere.
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 20th century




Migration to California accelerated during the early 20th century with the completion of major transcontinental highways like the Lincoln Highway[image: External link] and Route 66[image: External link]. In the period from 1900 to 1965, the population grew from fewer than one million to become the most populous state in the Union. In 1940, the Census Bureau reported California's population as 6.0% Hispanic, 2.4% Asian, and 89.5% non-Hispanic white.[56]

To meet the population's needs, major engineering feats like the California[image: External link] and Los Angeles Aqueducts[image: External link]; the Oroville[image: External link] and Shasta Dams[image: External link]; and the Bay[image: External link] and Golden Gate[image: External link] Bridges were built across the state. The state government also adopted the California Master Plan for Higher Education[image: External link] in 1960 to develop a highly efficient system of public education.

Meanwhile, attracted to the mild Mediterranean climate, cheap land, and the state's wide variety of geography, filmmakers established the studio system[image: External link] in Hollywood in the 1920s. California manufactured 8.7 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II[image: External link], ranking third (behind New York[image: External link] and Michigan[image: External link]) among the 48 states.[57] After World War II, California's economy greatly expanded due to strong aerospace[image: External link] and defense[image: External link] industries,[58] whose size decreased following the end of the Cold War[image: External link].[58][59] Stanford University[image: External link] and its Dean of Engineering Frederick Terman[image: External link] began encouraging faculty and graduates to stay in California instead of leaving the state, and develop a high-tech region in the area now known as Silicon Valley[image: External link].[60] As a result of these efforts, California is regarded as a world center of the entertainment and music industries, of technology, engineering, and the aerospace industry, and as the United States center of agricultural production.[61] Just before the "Dot Com Bust"[image: External link] California had the 5th largest economy in the world among nations.[62] Yet since 1991, and starting in the late 1980s in Southern California[image: External link], California has seen a net loss of domestic migrants most years. This is often referred to by the media as the California exodus.[63]

However, during the 20th century, two great disasters happened in California. The 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link] and 1928 St. Francis Dam[image: External link] flood remain the deadliest in U.S history.[64]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of California[image: External link]


California is the 3rd largest state in the United States[image: External link] in area, after Alaska[image: External link] and Texas.[66] California is often geographically bisected into two regions, Southern California[image: External link], comprising the 10 southernmost counties,[67][68] and Northern California, comprising the 48 northernmost counties.[69][70]

In the middle of the state lies the California Central Valley[image: External link], bounded by the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] in the east, the coastal mountain ranges[image: External link] in the west, the Cascade Range[image: External link] to the north and by the Tehachapi Mountains[image: External link] in the south. The Central Valley is California's productive agricultural heartland.

Divided in two by the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta[image: External link], the northern portion, the Sacramento Valley[image: External link] serves as the watershed of the Sacramento River[image: External link], while the southern portion, the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] is the watershed for the San Joaquin River[image: External link]. Both valleys derive their names from the rivers that flow through them. With dredging, the Sacramento and the San Joaquin Rivers have remained deep enough for several inland cities to be seaports[image: External link].

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is a critical water supply hub for the state. Water is diverted from the delta and through an extensive network of pumps[image: External link] and canals that traverse nearly the length of the state, to the Central Valley and the State Water Projects and other needs. Water from the Delta provides drinking water for nearly 23 million people, almost two-thirds of the state's population as well as water for farmers on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley.

The Channel Islands[image: External link] are located off the Southern[image: External link] coast[image: External link].

The Sierra Nevada (Spanish for "snowy range") includes the highest peak in the contiguous 48 states[image: External link], Mount Whitney[image: External link], at 14,505 feet (4,421 m).[6][7][8] The range embraces Yosemite Valley[image: External link], famous for its glacially carved domes, and Sequoia National Park[image: External link], home to the giant sequoia[image: External link] trees, the largest living organisms on Earth, and the deep freshwater lake, Lake Tahoe[image: External link], the largest lake in the state by volume.

To the east of the Sierra Nevada are Owens Valley[image: External link] and Mono Lake[image: External link], an essential migratory bird[image: External link] habitat. In the western part of the state is Clear Lake[image: External link], the largest freshwater lake by area entirely in California. Though Lake Tahoe is larger, it is divided by the California/Nevada border. The Sierra Nevada falls to Arctic temperatures in winter and has several dozen small glaciers, including Palisade Glacier[image: External link], the southernmost glacier in the United States.

About 45 percent of the state's total surface area is covered by forests,[71] and California's diversity of pine species is unmatched by any other state. California contains more forestland than any other state except Alaska. Many of the trees in the California White Mountains[image: External link] are the oldest in the world; an individual bristlecone pine[image: External link] is over 5,000 years old.[72][73]

In the south is a large inland salt lake, the Salton Sea[image: External link]. The south-central desert is called the Mojave[image: External link]; to the northeast of the Mojave lies Death Valley[image: External link], which contains the lowest and hottest place in North America, the Badwater Basin[image: External link] at −279 feet (−85 m).[10] The horizontal distance from the bottom of Death Valley to the top of Mount Whitney is less than 90 miles (140 km). Indeed, almost all of southeastern California is arid, hot desert, with routine extreme high temperatures during the summer. The southeastern border of California with Arizona is entirely formed by the Colorado River[image: External link], from which the southern part of the state gets about half of its water.

California contains both the highest point (Mount Whitney[image: External link]) and the lowest point (Death Valley[image: External link]) in the contiguous United States[image: External link].

A majority of California's cities are located in either the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] or the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link] in Northern California; or the Los Angeles area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino-Inland Empire[image: External link], or the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] in Southern California[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Area, the Bay Area, and the San Diego metropolitan area are among several major metropolitan areas along the California coast.

As part of the Ring of Fire[image: External link], California is subject to tsunamis[image: External link], floods[image: External link], droughts, Santa Ana winds[image: External link], wildfires[image: External link], landslides[image: External link] on steep terrain, and has several volcanoes[image: External link]. It has many earthquakes[image: External link] due to several faults running through the state, in particular the San Andreas Fault[image: External link]. About 37,000 earthquakes[image: External link] are recorded each year, but most are too small to be felt.[74]
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Main article: Climate of California[image: External link]


Although most of the state has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link], due to the state's large size, the climate ranges from subarctic[image: External link] to subtropical[image: External link]. The cool California Current[image: External link] offshore often creates summer fog[image: External link] near the coast. Farther inland, there are colder winters and hotter summers. The maritime moderation results in the shoreline summertime temperatures of Los Angeles and San Francisco[image: External link] being the coolest of all major metropolitan areas of the United States and uniquely cool compared to areas on the same latitude in the interior and on the east coast of the North American continent. Even the San Diego[image: External link] shoreline bordering Mexico is cooler in summer than most areas in the contiguous United States. Just a few miles inland, summer temperature extremes are significantly higher, with downtown Los Angeles being several degrees warmer[image: External link] than at the coast. The same microclimate[image: External link] phenomenon is seen in the climate[image: External link] of the Bay Area, where areas sheltered from the sea experience significantly hotter summers than nearby areas that are close to the ocean.

Northern parts of the state have more rain than the south. California's mountain ranges also influence the climate: some of the rainiest parts of the state are west-facing mountain slopes. Northwestern California has a temperate climate[image: External link], and the Central Valley has a Mediterranean climate but with greater temperature extremes than the coast. The high mountains, including the Sierra Nevada[image: External link], have an alpine climate[image: External link] with snow in winter and mild to moderate heat in summer.

California's mountains produce rain shadows[image: External link] on the eastern side, creating extensive deserts[image: External link]. The higher elevation deserts of eastern California[image: External link] have hot summers and cold winters, while the low deserts east of the Southern California mountains have hot summers and nearly frostless mild winters. Death Valley[image: External link], a desert with large expanses below sea level, is considered the hottest location in the world; the highest temperature in the world,[75][76] 134 °F (56.7 °C), was recorded there on July 10, 1913. The lowest temperature in California was −45 °F (−43 °C) in 1937 in Boca[image: External link].

The table below lists average temperatures for August and December in a selection of places throughout the state; some highly populated and some not. This includes the relatively cool summers of the Humboldt Bay[image: External link] region around Eureka[image: External link], the extreme heat of Death Valley[image: External link], and the mountain climate of Mammoth[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevadas[image: External link].



	Average temperatures and precipitation for selected communities in California



	Location
	August

(°F)
	August

(°C)
	December

(°F)
	December

(°C)
	Annual

Precipitation

(mm/in)



	Downtown Los Angeles
	84/64
	29/18
	67/47
	20/8
	377/15



	LAX/LA Beaches[image: External link]
	75/65
	23/18
	64/48
	18/9
	326/13



	San Jose[image: External link]
	82/58
	27/14
	58/42
	14/5
	401/16



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	68/55
	20/12
	57/46
	14/8
	538/21



	San Diego[image: External link]
	76/66
	24/19
	64/48
	18/9
	262/10



	Oakland[image: External link]
	73/57
	23/14
	58/44
	14/7
	588/23



	Sacramento[image: External link]
	91/58
	33/14
	54/38
	12/3
	469/18



	Fresno[image: External link]
	97/66
	36/19
	55/38
	12/3
	292/11



	Riverside[image: External link]
	96/64
	35/18
	68/41
	21/5
	260/10



	Eureka[image: External link]
	62/53
	16/11
	55/42
	12/5
	960/38
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Main article: Ecology of California[image: External link]


See also: Environment of California[image: External link]


California is one of the richest and most diverse parts of the world, and includes some of the most endangered ecological communities. California is part of the Nearctic ecozone[image: External link] and spans a number of terrestrial ecoregions[image: External link].[78]

California's large number of endemic[image: External link] species includes relict[image: External link] species, which have died out elsewhere, such as the Catalina ironwood (Lyonothamnus floribundus[image: External link]). Many other endemics originated through differentiation or adaptive radiation[image: External link], whereby multiple species develop from a common ancestor to take advantage of diverse ecological conditions such as the California lilac ( Ceanothus[image: External link]). Many California endemics have become endangered, as urbanization, logging, overgrazing[image: External link], and the introduction of exotic species[image: External link] have encroached on their habitat.
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Main articles: Fauna of California[image: External link] and California Floristic Province[image: External link]


See also: List of California native plants[image: External link]


California boasts several superlatives in its collection of flora: the largest trees[image: External link], the tallest trees[image: External link], and the oldest trees[image: External link]. California's native grasses are perennial plants[image: External link].[79] After European contact, these were generally replaced by invasive species[image: External link] of European annual grasses; and, in modern times, California's hills turn a characteristic golden-brown in summer.[80]

Because California has the greatest diversity of climate and terrain, the state has six life zones which are the lower Sonoran (desert); upper Sonoran (foothill regions and some coastal lands), transition (coastal areas and moist northeastern counties); and the Canadian, Hudsonian, and Arctic Zones, comprising the state's highest elevations.[81]

Plant life in the dry climate of the lower Sonoran zone contains a diversity of native cactus, mesquite, and paloverde. The Joshua tree[image: External link] is found in the Mojave Desert. Flowering plants include the dwarf desert poppy and a variety of asters[image: External link]. Fremont cottonwood[image: External link] and valley oak[image: External link] thrive in the Central Valley. The upper Sonoran zone includes the chaparral belt, characterized by forests of small shrubs, stunted trees, and herbaceous plants. Nemophila[image: External link], mint[image: External link], Phacelia[image: External link], Viola[image: External link], and the California poppy (Eschscholzia californica[image: External link]) – the state flower – also flourish in this zone, along with the lupine, more species of which occur here than anywhere else in the world.[81]

The transition zone includes most of California's forests with the redwood (Sequoia sempervirens[image: External link]) and the "big tree" or giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum[image: External link]), among the oldest living things on earth (some are said to have lived at least 4,000 years). Tanbark oak[image: External link], California laurel[image: External link], sugar pine[image: External link], madrona[image: External link], broad-leaved maple, and Douglas-fir[image: External link] also grow here. Forest floors are covered with swordfern[image: External link], alumnroot, barrenwort[image: External link], and trillium[image: External link], and there are thickets of huckleberry[image: External link], azalea[image: External link], elder, and wild currant. Characteristic wild flowers include varieties of mariposa, tulip[image: External link], and tiger[image: External link] and leopard[image: External link] lilies.[82]

The high elevations of the Canadian zone allow the Jeffrey pine[image: External link], red fir[image: External link], and lodgepole pine[image: External link] to thrive. Brushy areas are abundant with dwarf manzanita[image: External link] and ceanothus[image: External link]; the unique Sierra puffball[image: External link] is also found here. Right below the timberline, in the Hudsonian zone, the whitebark, foxtail, and silver pines grow. At about 10,500 feet (3,200 m), begins the Arctic zone, a treeless region whose flora include a number of wildflowers, including Sierra primrose[image: External link], yellow columbine[image: External link], alpine buttercup[image: External link], and alpine shooting star[image: External link].[81][83]

Common plants that have been introduced to the state include the eucalyptus[image: External link], acacia[image: External link], pepper tree[image: External link], geranium, and Scotch broom[image: External link]. The species that are federally classified as endangered are the Contra Costa wallflower[image: External link], Antioch Dunes evening primrose[image: External link], Solano grass[image: External link], San Clemente Island larkspur[image: External link], salt marsh bird's beak[image: External link], McDonald's rock-cress[image: External link], and Santa Barbara Island liveforever[image: External link]. As of December 1997, 85 plant species were listed as threatened or endangered.[81]

In the deserts of the lower Sonoran zone, the mammals include the jackrabbit[image: External link], kangaroo rat[image: External link], squirrel, and opossum. Common birds include the owl[image: External link], roadrunner[image: External link], cactus wren[image: External link], and various species of hawk. The area's reptilian life include the sidewinder viper[image: External link], desert tortoise[image: External link], and horned toad[image: External link]. The upper Sonoran zone boasts mammals such as the antelope[image: External link], brown-footed woodrat[image: External link], and ring-tailed cat[image: External link]. Birds unique to this zone are the California thrasher[image: External link], bushtit[image: External link], and California condor[image: External link].[81][84][85][86]

In the transition zone, there are Colombian black-tailed deer[image: External link], black bears[image: External link], gray foxes[image: External link], cougars[image: External link], bobcats[image: External link], and Roosevelt elk[image: External link]. Reptiles such as the garter snakes and rattlesnakes inhabit the zone. In addition, amphibians such as the water puppy[image: External link] and redwood salamander[image: External link] are common too. Birds such as the kingfisher[image: External link], chickadee, towhee[image: External link], and hummingbird thrive here as well.[81][87]

The Canadian zone mammals include the mountain weasel[image: External link], snowshoe hare[image: External link], and several species of chipmunks. Conspicuous birds include the blue-fronted jay[image: External link], Sierra chickadee[image: External link]. Sierra hermit thrush[image: External link], water ouzel[image: External link], and Townsend's solitaire[image: External link]. As one ascends into the Hudsonian zone, birds become scarcer. While the Sierra rosy finch is the only bird native to the high Arctic region, other bird species such as the hummingbird and Clark's nutcracker[image: External link]. Principal mammals found in this region include the Sierra coney, white-tailed jackrabbit[image: External link], and the bighorn sheep[image: External link]. As of April 2003, the bighorn sheep was listed as endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The fauna found throughout several zones are the mule deer[image: External link], coyote[image: External link], mountain lion[image: External link], northern flicker[image: External link], and several species of hawk and sparrow.[81]

Aquatic life in California thrives, from the state's mountain lakes and streams to the rocky Pacific coastline. Numerous trout species are found, among them rainbow[image: External link], golden[image: External link], and cutthroat[image: External link]. Migratory species of salmon are common as well. Deep-sea life forms include sea bass[image: External link], yellowfin tuna[image: External link], barracuda[image: External link], and several types of whale. Native to the cliffs of northern California are seals, sea lions, and many types of shorebirds, including migratory species.[81]

As of April 2003, 118 California animals were on the federal endangered list; 181 plants were listed as endangered or threatened. Endangered animals include the San Joaquin kitfox[image: External link], Point Arena mountain beaver[image: External link], Pacific pocket mouse[image: External link], salt marsh harvest mouse[image: External link], Morro Bay kangaroo rat[image: External link] (and five other species of kangaroo rat), Amargosa vole[image: External link], California least tern[image: External link], California condor[image: External link], loggerhead shrike[image: External link], San Clemente sage sparrow[image: External link], San Francisco garter snake[image: External link], five species of salamander, three species of chub, and two species of pupfish. Eleven butterflies are also endangered[88] and two that are threatened are on the federal list.[89][90] Among threatened animals are the coastal California gnatcatcher[image: External link], Paiute cutthroat trout[image: External link], southern sea otter[image: External link], and northern spotted owl[image: External link]. California has a total of 290,821 acres (1,176.91 km2) of National Wildlife Refuges.[81] As of September 2010, 123 California animals were listed as either endangered or threatened on the federal list provided by the US Fish & Wildlife Service[image: External link].[91] Also, as of the same year, 178 species of California plants were listed either as endangered or threatened on this federal list.[91]
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Main article: List of rivers of California[image: External link]


The vast majority of rivers in California are dammed as part of two massive water projects: the Central Valley Project[image: External link], providing water to the agricultural central valley, the California State Water Project[image: External link] diverting water from northern to southern California. The state's coasts, rivers, and other bodies of water are regulated by the California Coastal Commission[image: External link].

The two most prominent rivers within California are the Sacramento River[image: External link] and the San Joaquin River[image: External link], which drain the Central Valley and the west slope of the Sierra Nevada and flow to the Pacific Ocean through San Francisco Bay[image: External link]. Several major tributaries feed into the Sacramento and the San Joaquin, including the Pit River[image: External link], the Tuolumne River[image: External link], and the Feather River[image: External link].

The Eel River[image: External link] and Salinas River[image: External link] each drain portions of the California coast, north and south of San Francisco Bay, respectively, and the Eel River is the largest river in the state to remain in its natural un-dammed state. The Mojave River[image: External link] is the primary watercourse in the Mojave Desert, and the Santa Ana River[image: External link] drains much of the Transverse Ranges[image: External link] as it bisects Southern California. Some other important rivers are the Klamath River[image: External link] and the Trinity River[image: External link] in the far north coast, and the Colorado River[image: External link] on the southeast border with Arizona[image: External link].
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Further information: List of regions of California[image: External link] and List of places in California[image: External link]




	

	Central Valley[image: External link]

	Coastal California[image: External link]

	
Northern California

	Central California[image: External link]

	North Coast (California)[image: External link]

	San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]

	Sierra Nevada[image: External link]








	
	

	
Eastern California[image: External link]

	
Inland Empire[image: External link] (Also included in Southern California)





	
Southern California[image: External link]

	
South Coast[image: External link]

	Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link]

	San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link]





	Inland Empire[image: External link]

	Imperial Valley[image: External link]
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Main article: Demographics of California[image: External link]
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 Population






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	92,597
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	379,994
	
	310.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	560,247
	
	47.4%



	1880[image: External link]
	864,694
	
	54.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,213,398
	
	40.3%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,485,053
	
	22.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,377,549
	
	60.1%



	1920[image: External link]
	3,426,861
	
	44.1%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,677,251
	
	65.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,907,387
	
	21.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	10,586,223
	
	53.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	15,717,204
	
	48.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	19,953,134
	
	27.0%



	1980[image: External link]
	23,667,902
	
	18.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	29,760,021
	
	25.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	33,871,648
	
	13.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	37,253,956
	
	10.0%



	Est. 2016
	39,250,017
	
	5.4%



	Sources: 1790–1990, 2000, 2010, 2016[92][93][94]

Chart does not include Indigenous population figures.

Studies indicate that the Native American

population in California in 1850 was close to 150,000

before declining to 15,000 by 1900.[4][52][95]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of California was 39,144,818 on July 1, 2015, a 5.08% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[4] Between 2000 and 2009, there was a natural increase of 3,090,016 (5,058,440 births minus 2,179,958 deaths).[96] During this time period, international migration[image: External link] produced a net increase of 1,816,633 people while domestic migration produced a net decrease of 1,509,708, resulting in a net in-migration of 306,925 people.[96] The state of California's own statistics show a population of 38,292,687 for January 1, 2009.[97] However, according to the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research[image: External link], since 1990 almost 3.4 million Californians have moved to other states, with most leaving to Texas, Nevada, and Arizona.[98]

California is the 2nd-most populous subnational entity in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and the Americas, with a population second to that of the state of São Paulo[image: External link] in Brazil.[99] California's population is greater than that of all but 34 countries of the world.[100][101] The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] is the 2nd-largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the United States, after the New York metropolitan area[image: External link], while Los Angeles, with nearly half the population of New York, is the 2nd-largest city in the United States. Also, Los Angeles County[image: External link] has held the title of most populous United States county for decades, and it alone is more populous than 42 United States states.[102][103] Including Los Angeles, four of the top 15 most populous cities in the U.S.[image: External link] are in California: Los Angeles (2nd), San Diego (8th), San Jose (10th), and San Francisco (13th). The center of population[image: External link] of California is located in the town of Buttonwillow[image: External link], Kern County[image: External link].[note 1]
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See also: List of cities and towns in California[image: External link] and List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]


The state has 482 incorporated[image: External link] cities and towns; of which 460 are cities and 22 are towns. Under California law, the terms "city" and "town" are explicitly interchangeable; the name of an incorporated municipality in the state can either be "City of (Name)" or "Town of (Name)".[105]

Sacramento[image: External link] became California's first incorporated city on February 27, 1850.[106] San Jose[image: External link], San Diego and Benicia[image: External link] tied for California's second incorporated city, each receiving incorporation on March 27, 1850.[107][108][109] Jurupa Valley[image: External link] became the state's most recent and 482nd incorporated municipality on July 1, 2011.[110][111]

The majority of these cities and towns are within one of five metropolitan areas[image: External link]: the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link], the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino Area[image: External link], the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] and the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link].
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Starting in the year 2010, for the first time since the California Gold Rush[image: External link], California-born residents make up the majority of the state's population.[113] Along with the rest of the United States, California's immigration pattern has also shifted over the course of the late 2000s-early 2010s.[114] Immigration from Latin American[image: External link] countries has dropped significantly with most immigrants now coming from Asia[image: External link].[115] In total for 2011, there were 277,304 immigrants. 57% came from Asian countries vs. 22% from Latin American countries.[115] Net immigration[image: External link] from Mexico, previously the most common country of origin for new immigrants has dropped to zero/less than zero, since more Mexican nationals are departing for their home country than immigrating.[114] As a result it is estimated that Hispanic citizens will constitute 49% of the population by 2060, instead of the previously projected 2050, due primarily to domestic births.[114][116]

The state's population of undocumented immigrants[image: External link] has been shrinking in recent years, due to increased enforcement and decreased job opportunities for lower-skilled workers.[117] The number of migrants arrested attempting to cross the Mexican border in the Southwest plunged from a high of 1.1 million in 2005 to just 367,000 in 2011.[118] Despite these recent trends, illegal[image: External link] aliens[image: External link] constituted an estimated 7.3 percent of the state's population, the third highest percentage of any state in the country[image: External link],[119][note 2] totaling nearly 2.6 million.[120] In particular, illegal immigrants tended to be concentrated in Los Angeles[image: External link], Monterey[image: External link], San Benito[image: External link], Imperial[image: External link], and Napa[image: External link] Counties – the latter four of which have significant agricultural industries that depend on manual labor.[121] More than half of illegal immigrants originate from Mexico.[120]
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According to the United States Census Bureau in 2015 the population self-identifies as (alone or in combination):[122]


	72.9% White[image: External link]


	14.7% Asian[image: External link]


	6.5% Black or African American


	3.8% Two or More Races[image: External link]


	1.7% Native American[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	0.5% Native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific Islander[image: External link]




By ethnicity, in 2015 the population was 61.2% non-Hispanic (of any race) and 38.8% Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race).[122]

As of 2011, 75.1% of California's population younger than age 1 were minorities, meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white (white Hispanics are counted as minorities).[123]

In terms of total numbers, California has the largest population of White Americans in the United States, an estimated 22,200,000 residents. The state has the 5th largest population of African Americans in the United States, an estimated 2,250,000 residents. California's Asian American population is estimated at 4.4 million, constituting a third of the nation's total. California's Native American population of 285,000 is the most of any state.[124]

According to estimates from 2011, California has the largest minority population[image: External link] in the United States by numbers, making up 60% of the state population.[94] Over the past 25 years, the population of non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] has declined, while Hispanic[image: External link] and Asian[image: External link] populations have grown. Between 1970 and 2011, non-Hispanic whites declined from 80% of the State's population to 40%, while Hispanics[image: External link] grew from 32% in 2000 to 38% in 2011.[125] It is currently projected that Hispanics will rise to 49% of the population by 2060, primarily due to domestic births rather than immigration.[116] With the decline of immigration from Latin America, Asian Americans now constitute the fastest growing racial/ethnic group in California; this growth primarily driven by immigration from China[image: External link], India[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link], respectively.[126]




	California Racial Breakdown of Population



	


	Racial composition
	1970[127]
	1990[127]
	2000[128]
	2010[129]



	White[image: External link]
	89.0%
	69.0%
	59.5%
	57.6%



	Asian[image: External link]
	2.8%
	9.6%
	10.9%
	13.0%



	Black
	7.0%
	7.4%
	6.7%
	6.2%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	1.0%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.3%
	0.4%



	Some other race[image: External link]
	0.7%
	13.2%
	16.8%
	17.0%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	4.8%
	4.9%





	


	Ancestry[fn 1]

	Estimated population
	Margin of error (+/-)



	Total
	43,071,506
	33,741



	Afghan[image: External link]
	38,136
	3,075



	Albanian[image: External link]
	4,792
	681



	Alsatian[image: External link]
	730
	163



	American[image: External link]
	1,124,070
	10,956



	
Arab[image: External link]:
	277,573
	6,191



	
Egyptian[image: External link][fn 2]

	45,540
	2,737



	
Iraqi[image: External link][fn 2]

	20,551
	1,969



	
Jordanian[image: External link][fn 2]

	14,142
	1,731



	
Lebanese[image: External link][fn 2]

	57,008
	2,372



	
Moroccan[image: External link][fn 2]

	8,953
	959



	
Palestinian[image: External link][fn 2]

	16,340
	1,571



	
Syrian[image: External link][fn 2]

	23,298
	1,749



	Arab[fn 2]

	44,851
	2,645



	Arab other[fn 2]

	48,890
	2,692



	Armenian[image: External link]
	258,260
	5,292



	Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac[image: External link]
	35,690
	2,687



	Australian[image: External link]
	18,803
	1,253



	Austrian[image: External link]
	77,113
	2,205



	Basque[image: External link]
	18,413
	1,252



	Belgian[image: External link]
	25,581
	1,354



	Brazilian[image: External link]
	34,776
	1,964



	British[image: External link]
	146,221
	3,425



	Bulgarian[image: External link]
	13,093
	1,304



	Cajun[image: External link]
	3,752
	858



	Canadian[image: External link]
	88,244
	2,687



	Carpatho Rusyn[image: External link]
	462
	151



	Celtic[image: External link]
	5,910
	593



	Croatian[image: External link]
	48,160
	1,859



	Cypriot[image: External link]
	557
	204



	Czech[image: External link]
	88,563
	2,557



	Czechoslovakian[image: External link]
	23,097
	1,164



	Danish[image: External link]
	182,221
	3,432



	Dutch[image: External link]
	392,589
	6,088



	Eastern European[image: External link]
	66,301
	2,688



	English[image: External link]
	2,330,057
	15,509



	Estonian[image: External link]
	4,210
	636



	European[image: External link]
	542,475
	8,588



	Finnish[image: External link]
	50,937
	2,012



	
French[image: External link][fn 3]

	726,569
	8,629



	French Canadian[image: External link]
	111,298
	2,978



	German[image: External link]
	3,315,493
	16,348



	German Russian[image: External link]
	2,094
	328



	Greek[image: External link]
	131,110
	3,050



	Guyanese[image: External link]
	2,947
	468



	Hungarian[image: External link]
	125,280
	3,639



	Icelander[image: External link]
	6,169
	777



	Iranian[image: External link]
	213,661
	6,417



	Irish[image: External link]
	2,612,782
	13,767



	Israeli[image: External link]
	28,639
	1,889



	Italian[image: External link]
	1,525,214
	12,309



	Latvian[image: External link]
	10,974
	916



	Lithuanian[image: External link]
	48,883
	1,811



	Luxemburger[image: External link]
	3,040
	387



	Macedonian[image: External link]
	3,093
	471



	Maltese[image: External link]
	7,883
	1,035



	New Zealander[image: External link]
	5,047
	763



	Northern European[image: External link]
	46,409
	2,030



	Norwegian[image: External link]
	394,056
	5,827



	Pennsylvania German[image: External link]
	6,217
	609



	Polish[image: External link]
	504,770
	7,165



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	354,823
	5,044



	Romanian[image: External link]
	66,942
	2,927



	Russian[image: External link]
	433,384
	6,662



	Scandinavian[image: External link]
	64,166
	2,299



	Scotch-Irish[image: External link]
	240,268
	4,345



	Scottish[image: External link]
	520,575
	7,414



	Serbian[image: External link]
	17,739
	1,434



	Slavic[image: External link]
	11,335
	948



	Slovak[image: External link]
	24,732
	1,564



	Slovene[image: External link]
	8,628
	727



	Soviet Union[image: External link]
	195
	111



	
Subsaharan African[image: External link]:
	269,781
	7,329



	
Cape Verdean[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,549
	532



	
Ethiopian[image: External link][fn 4]

	28,007
	2,467



	
Ghanaian[image: External link][fn 4]

	3,392
	647



	
Kenyan[image: External link][fn 4]

	4,713
	970



	
Liberian[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,069
	400



	
Nigerian[image: External link][fn 4]

	25,498
	2,414



	
Senegalese[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	296



	
Sierra Leonean[image: External link][fn 4]

	537
	223



	
Somalian[image: External link][fn 4]

	7,066
	1,440



	
South African[image: External link][fn 4]

	10,095
	917



	
Sudanese[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,095
	510



	
Ugandan[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,694
	516



	
Zimbabwean[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	244



	African[fn 4]

	174,347
	6,255



	Other Subsaharan African[fn 4]

	7,549
	1,148



	Swedish[image: External link]
	425,092
	5,332



	Swiss[image: External link]
	103,574
	2,660



	Turkish[image: External link]
	23,206
	1,214



	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	99,583
	4,046



	Welsh[image: External link]
	168,463
	3,482



	
West Indian[image: External link][fn 5]

	79,125
	727



	
Bahamian[image: External link][fn 6]

	596
	215



	
Barbadian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,362
	308



	
Belizean[image: External link][fn 6]

	21,331
	1,459



	
Bermudan[image: External link][fn 6]

	370
	170



	
British West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,858
	485



	
Dutch West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,960
	329



	
Haitian[image: External link][fn 6]

	7,363
	1,046



	
Jamaican[image: External link][fn 6]

	28,675
	1,877



	
Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link][fn 6]

	5,357
	716



	
U.S. Virgin Islander[image: External link][fn 6]

	756
	288



	West Indian[fn 6]

	9,221
	1,247



	Other West Indian[fn 6]

	276
	124



	Yugoslavian[image: External link]
	33,363
	1,830



	Other groups
	24,394,120
	29,987



	footnotes =



	
^ Underlined entries have sub-ancestries


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Arab sub-ancestry


	
^ except Basque


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o Subsaharan African sub-ancestry


	
^ except Hispanic groups


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l West Indian sub-ancestry
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	Non-English Languages Spoken in California by more than 100,000 persons



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[131]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	28.46% (9,696,638 speakers)



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	2.20% (749,047)



	Chinese[image: External link]
	1.60% (544,008)



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	1.43% (486,577)



	Korean[image: External link]
	1.08% (368,693)



	Cantonese[image: External link]
	0.66% (226,149)



	Mandarin[image: External link]
	0.54% (184,594)



	Armenian[image: External link]
	0.52% (177,048)



	Persian[image: External link]
	0.52% (176,366)



	Japanese[image: External link]
	0.43% (146,494)



	Russian[image: External link]
	0.42% (141,718)



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.38% (129,183)



	Arabic[image: External link]
	0.38% (128,747)



	French[image: External link]
	0.36% (123,956)



	German[image: External link]
	0.34% (114,974)



	Punjabi[image: External link]
	0.31% (103,998)




English[image: External link] serves as California's de jure[image: External link] and de facto[image: External link] official language[image: External link]. In 2010, the Modern Language Association of America[image: External link] estimated that 57.02% (19,429,309) of California residents age 5 and older spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 42.98% spoke another primary language[image: External link] at home. According to the 2007 American Community Survey[image: External link], 73% of people who speak a language other than English at home are able to speak English well or very well, with 9.8% not speaking English at all.[2] Like most U.S. states[image: External link] (32 out of 50), California law enshrines English as its official language[image: External link], and has done so since the passage of Proposition 63[image: External link] by California voters. Various government agencies do, and are often required to, furnish documents in the various languages needed to reach their intended audiences.[132][133][134]

In total, 16 languages other than English were spoken as primary languages at home by more than 100,000 persons, more than any other state in the nation. New York State, in second place, had 9 languages other than English spoken by more than 100,000 persons.[135] The most common language spoken besides English was Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 28.46% (9,696,638) of the population.[116][114] With Asia contributing most of California's new immigrants, California had the highest concentration nationwide of Vietnamese[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link] speakers, the second highest concentration of Korean[image: External link], and the third highest concentration of Tagalog[image: External link] speakers.[2]

California has historically been one of the most linguistically diverse areas in the world, with more than 70 indigenous languages derived from 64 root languages in 6 language families.[136][137] A survey conducted between 2007 and 2009 identified 23 different indigenous languages of Mexico that are spoken among California farmworkers.[138] All of California's indigenous languages are endangered[image: External link], although there are now efforts toward language revitalization[image: External link].[note 3]

As a result of the state's increasing diversity and migration from other areas across the country and around the globe, linguists began noticing a noteworthy set of emerging characteristics of spoken English in California since the late 20th century. This dialect, known as California English[image: External link], has a vowel shift[image: External link] and several other phonological processes that are different from the dialects used in other regions of the country.[139]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of California[image: External link]


The culture of California is a Western culture and most clearly has its modern roots in the culture of the United States[image: External link], but also, historically, many Hispanic[image: External link] influences. As a border and coastal state, Californian culture has been greatly influenced by several large immigrant populations, especially those from Latin America and Asia.[140]

California has long been a subject of interest in the public mind and has often been promoted by its boosters as a kind of paradise. In the early 20th century, fueled by the efforts of state and local boosters, many Americans saw the Golden State as an ideal resort destination, sunny and dry all year round with easy access to the ocean and mountains. In the 1960s, popular music groups such as The Beach Boys[image: External link] promoted the image of Californians as laid-back, tanned beach-goers.

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of the 1850s is still seen as a symbol of California's economic style[image: External link], which tends to generate technology, social, entertainment, and economic fads and booms and related busts.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Religion




Main article: Religion in California[image: External link]





	Religion in California (2014)[141]



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Protestant[image: External link]
	
  


	32%



	Roman Catholic[image: External link]
	
  


	28%



	No religion[image: External link]
	
  


	27%



	Judaism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Buddhism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Hinduism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Mormons[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Other
	
  


	5%






The largest religious denominations by number of adherents as a percentage of California's population in 2014 were the Catholic Church with 28 percent, Evangelical Protestants with 20 percent, and Mainline Protestants with 10 percent. Together, all kinds of Protestants accounted for 32 percent. Those unaffiliated with any religion represented 27 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions is 1% Muslim, 2% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[141] This is a change from 2008, when the population identified their religion with the Catholic Church with 31 percent; Evangelical Protestants with 18 percent; and Mainline Protestants with 14 percent. In 2008, those unaffiliated with any religion represented 21 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions in 2008 was 0.5% Muslim, 1% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[142] The American Jewish Year Book[image: External link] placed the total Jewish[image: External link] population of California at about 1,194,190 in 2006.[143] According to the Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link] (ARDA) the largest denominations by adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 10,233,334; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] with 763,818; and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 489,953.[144]

The first priests to come to California were Roman Catholic missionaries from Spain. Roman Catholics founded 21 missions along the California coast[image: External link], as well as the cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco. California continues to have a large Roman Catholic population due to the large numbers of Mexicans and Central Americans living within its borders. California has twelve dioceses and two archdioceses, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Archdiocese of San Francisco[image: External link], the former being the largest archdiocese in the United States.

A Pew Research Center[image: External link] survey revealed that California is somewhat less religious than the rest of the US: 62 percent of Californians say they are "absolutely certain" of their belief in God, while in the nation 71 percent say so. The survey also revealed 48 percent of Californians say religion is "very important", compared to 56 percent nationally.[145]
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Main articles: Sports in California[image: External link] and List of professional sports teams in California[image: External link]


California has twenty major professional sports league[image: External link] franchises, far more than any other state. The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has seven major league teams spread in its three major cities: San Francisco, San Jose, and Oakland. While the Greater Los Angeles Area is home to ten major league franchises. San Diego and Sacramento each have one major league team. The NFL Super Bowl[image: External link] has been hosted in California 11 times at four different stadiums: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Rose Bowl, Stanford Stadium, and San Diego's Qualcomm Stadium[image: External link]. A twelfth, Super Bowl 50[image: External link], was held at Levi's Stadium[image: External link] in Santa Clara[image: External link] on February 7, 2016.[146]

California has long had many respected collegiate sports programs. California is home to the oldest college bowl game, the annual Rose Bowl[image: External link], among others.

California is the only US state to have hosted both the Summer[image: External link] and Winter[image: External link] Olympics. The 1932[image: External link] and 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link] were held in Los Angeles. Squaw Valley Ski Resort[image: External link] in the Lake Tahoe region hosted the 1960 Winter Olympics[image: External link]. Multiple games during the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] took place in California, with the Rose Bowl[image: External link] hosting eight matches including the final[image: External link], while Stanford Stadium[image: External link] hosted six matches.

Below is a list of major league sports teams in California:



	Club
	Sport
	League



	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	American football[image: External link]
	
National Football League (NFL)



	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	
Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB)



	Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Oakland Athletics[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Diego Padres[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Francisco Giants[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	
National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA)



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link]
	Basketball
	
Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA)



	Anaheim Ducks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	
National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL)



	Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	San Jose Sharks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	
Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS)



	San Jose Earthquakes[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer



	Los Angeles Football Club[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer
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 Education




Main article: Education in California[image: External link]


See also: List of colleges and universities in California[image: External link]


Public secondary education[image: External link] consists of high schools[image: External link] that teach elective courses in trades, languages, and liberal arts with tracks for gifted, college-bound and industrial arts students. California's public educational system is supported by a unique constitutional amendment[image: External link] that requires a minimum annual funding level for grades K–12 and community colleges[image: External link] that grows with the economy and student enrollment figures.[147]

California had over 6.2 million school students in the 2005–06 school year. Funding and staffing levels in California schools lag behind other states. In expenditure per pupil, California ranked 29th (of the 50 states and the District of Columbia[image: External link]) in 2005–06. In teaching staff expenditure per pupil, California ranked 49th of 51. In overall teacher-pupil ratio, California was also 49th, with 21 students per teacher. Only Arizona and Utah were lower.[148]

A 2007 study concluded that California's public school system was "broken" in that it suffered from over-regulation.[149]

California's public postsecondary education[image: External link] offers three separate systems:


	The research university system in the state is the University of California[image: External link] (UC), a public university[image: External link] system. As of fall 2011, the University of California had a combined student[image: External link] body of 234,464 students.[150] There are ten general UC campuses, and a number of specialized campuses in the UC system. The system was originally intended to accept the top one-eighth of California high school students, but several of the schools have become even more selective.[151][152][153] The UC system was originally given exclusive authority in awarding Ph.Ds, but this has since changed and the CSU is also able to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California State University[image: External link] (CSU) system has almost 430,000 students, making it the largest university system in the United States. The CSU was originally intended to accept the top one-third of California high school students, but several of the schools have become much more selective.[153][154] The CSU was originally set up to award only bachelor's and master's degrees, but has since been granted the authority to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California Community Colleges System[image: External link] provides lower division coursework as well as basic skills and workforce training. It is the largest network of higher education in the US, composed of 112 colleges serving a student population of over 2.6 million.



California is also home to such notable private universities as Stanford University[image: External link], the University of Southern California[image: External link], the California Institute of Technology[image: External link], and the Claremont Colleges[image: External link]. California has hundreds of other private colleges and universities, including many religious and special-purpose institutions.
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Main article: Economy of California[image: External link]


See also: California locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The economy of California is large enough to be comparable to that of the largest of countries. As of 2016, the gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) is about $2.514 trillion[image: External link], the largest in the United States.[157] California is responsible for 13.9 percent of the United States' approximate $18.1 trillion gross domestic product (GDP).[157] California's GSP is larger than the GDP of all but 5 countries in dollar terms (the United States[image: External link], China[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and the United Kingdom[image: External link]),[158][159] larger than Brazil, France, Russia, Italy, India, Canada, Australia, Spain and Turkey. In Purchasing Power Parity[image: External link],[160] it is larger than all but 10 countries (the United States, China, India, Japan, Germany, Russia, Brazil, France, the United Kingdom, and Indonesia), larger than Italy, Mexico, Spain, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada and Turkey.[161]

The five largest sectors of employment in California are trade, transportation, and utilities; government; professional and business services; education and health services; and leisure and hospitality. In output, the five largest sectors are financial services, followed by trade, transportation, and utilities; education and health services; government; and manufacturing.[162] As of September 2016, California has an unemployment[image: External link] rate of 5.5%.

California's economy is dependent on trade and international related commerce accounts for about one-quarter of the state's economy. In 2008, California exported $144 billion worth of goods, up from $134 billion in 2007 and $127 billion in 2006.[163] Computers and electronic products are California's top export, accounting for 42 percent of all the state's exports in 2008.[163]

Agriculture is an important sector in California's economy. Farming-related sales more than quadrupled over the past three decades, from $7.3 billion in 1974 to nearly $31 billion in 2004.[164] This increase has occurred despite a 15 percent decline in acreage devoted to farming during the period, and water supply suffering from chronic instability. Factors contributing to the growth in sales-per-acre include more intensive use of active farmlands and technological improvements in crop production.[164] In 2008, California's 81,500 farms and ranches generated $36.2 billion products revenue.[165] In 2011, that number grew to $43.5 billion products revenue.[166] The Agriculture sector accounts for two percent of the state's GDP and employs around three percent of its total workforce.[167] According to the USDA[image: External link] in 2011, the three largest California agricultural products by value were milk[image: External link] and cream[image: External link], shelled almonds[image: External link], and grapes[image: External link].[168]

Per capita GDP[image: External link] in 2007 was $38,956, ranking eleventh in the nation.[169] Per capita income[image: External link] varies widely by geographic region and profession. The Central Valley is the most impoverished, with migrant farm workers[image: External link] making less than minimum wage[image: External link]. According to a 2005 report by the Congressional Research Service[image: External link], the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] was characterized as one of the most economically depressed regions in the United States, on par with the region of Appalachia[image: External link].[170] California has a poverty rate[image: External link] of 23.5%, the highest of any state in the country.[171] Many coastal cities include some of the wealthiest per-capita areas in the United States The high-technology sectors in Northern California, specifically Silicon Valley[image: External link], in Santa Clara[image: External link] and San Mateo counties[image: External link], have emerged from the economic downturn caused by the dot-com bust[image: External link].

In 2010, there were more than 663,000 millionaires in the state, more than any other state in the nation.[172] In 2010, California residents were ranked first among the states with the best average credit score of 754.[173]
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 State finances




Main articles: California state finances[image: External link] and 2008–12 California budget crisis[image: External link]


State spending increased from $56 billion in 1998 to $127 billion in 2011.[174][175] California, with 12% of the United States population, has one-third of the nation's welfare[image: External link] recipients.[176] California has the third highest per capita spending on welfare among the states, as well as the highest spending on welfare at $6.67 billion.[177] In January 2011 the California's total debt was at least $265 billion.[178] On June 27, 2013, Governor Jerry Brown signed a balanced budget (no deficit) for the state, its first in decades; however the state's debt remains at $132 billion.[179][180]

With the passage of Proposition 30 in 2012[image: External link], California now levies a 13.3% maximum marginal income tax[image: External link] rate with ten tax brackets[image: External link], ranging from 1% at the bottom tax bracket of $0 annual individual income to 13.3% for annual individual income over $1,000,000. California has a state sales tax[image: External link] of 7.5%, though local governments can and do levy additional sales taxes. Many of these taxes are temporary for a seven-year period (as stipulated in Proposition 30) and afterwards will revert to a previous maximum marginal income tax bracket of 10.3% and state sales tax rate of 7.25%.[181]

All real property[image: External link] is taxable annually; the tax is based on the property's fair market value at the time of purchase or new construction. Property tax increases are capped at 2% per year (see Proposition 13[image: External link]).
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Main article: Energy use in California[image: External link]


Because it is the most populous United States state, California is one of the country's largest users of energy. However because of its high energy rates, conservation mandates, mild weather in the largest population centers and strong environmental movement, its per capita energy use is one of the smallest of any United States state.[182] Due to the high electricity demand, California imports more electricity than any other state, primarily hydroelectric power from states in the Pacific Northwest (via Path 15[image: External link] and Path 66[image: External link]) and coal- and natural gas-fired production from the desert Southwest via Path 46[image: External link].[183]

As a result of the state's strong environmental movement, California has some of the most aggressive renewable energy[image: External link] goals in the United States, with a target for California to obtain a third of its electricity from renewables by 2020.[184] Currently, several solar power plants[image: External link] such as the Solar Energy Generating Systems[image: External link] facility are located in the Mojave Desert[image: External link]. California's wind farms[image: External link] include Altamont Pass[image: External link], San Gorgonio Pass[image: External link], and Tehachapi Pass[image: External link]. Several dams across the state provide hydro-electric power[image: External link]. It would be possible to convert the total supply to 100% renewable energy, including heating, cooling and mobility, by 2050.[185]

The state's crude oil and natural gas deposits are located in the Central Valley and along the coast, including the large Midway-Sunset Oil Field[image: External link]. Natural gas-fired power plants[image: External link] typically account for more than one-half of state electricity generation.

California is also home to two major nuclear power[image: External link] plants: Diablo Canyon[image: External link] and San Onofre[image: External link], the latter having been shut down in 2013. Also voters banned the approval of new nuclear power plants since the late 1970s because of concerns over radioactive waste disposal[image: External link].[186][note 4] In addition, several cities such as Oakland, Berkeley[image: External link] and Davis[image: External link] have declared themselves as nuclear-free zones[image: External link].
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Main article: Transportation in California[image: External link]


California's vast terrain is connected by an extensive system of controlled-access highways[image: External link] ('freeways'), limited-access roads[image: External link] ('expressways'), and highways. California is known for its car culture[image: External link], giving California's cities a reputation for severe traffic congestion[image: External link]. Construction and maintenance of state roads and statewide transportation planning are primarily the responsibility of the California Department of Transportation[image: External link], nicknamed "Caltrans". The rapidly growing population of the state is straining all of its transportation networks, and California has some of the worst roads in the United States.[188][189] The Reason Foundation's 19th Annual Report on the Performance of State Highway Systems ranked California's highways the third-worst of any state, with Alaska second, and Rhode Island first.[190]

The state has been a pioneer in road construction. One of the state's more visible landmarks, the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link], was once the longest suspension bridge main span[image: External link] in the world at 4,200 feet (1,300 m) when it opened in 1937. With its orange paint and panoramic views of the bay, this highway bridge is a popular tourist attraction and also accommodates pedestrians and bicyclists. The San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link] (often abbreviated the "Bay Bridge"), completed in 1936, transports about 280,000 vehicles per day on two-decks. Its two sections meet at Yerba Buena Island[image: External link] through the world's largest diameter transportation bore tunnel, at 76 feet (23 m) wide by 58 feet (18 m) high.[191] The Arroyo Seco Parkway[image: External link], connecting Los Angeles and Pasadena[image: External link], opened in 1940 as the first freeway in the Western United States.[192] It was later extended south to the Four Level Interchange[image: External link] in downtown Los Angeles, regarded as the first stack interchange[image: External link] ever built.[193]

Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] (LAX), the 6th busiest airport in the world[image: External link], and San Francisco International Airport[image: External link] (SFO), the 23rd busiest airport in the world[image: External link], are major hubs for trans-Pacific and transcontinental traffic. There are about a dozen important commercial airports and many more general aviation[image: External link] airports[image: External link] throughout the state.

California also has several important seaports[image: External link]. The giant seaport complex formed by the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] in Southern California is the largest in the country and responsible for handling about a fourth of all container cargo traffic in the United States. The Port of Oakland[image: External link], fourth largest in the nation, also handles trade entering from the Pacific Rim to the rest of the country. The Port of Stockton[image: External link] is the easternmost port on the west coast of the United States.[194]

The California Highway Patrol[image: External link] is the largest statewide police agency in the United States in employment with over 10,000 employees. They are responsible for providing any police-sanctioned service to anyone on California's state maintained highways and on state property.

The California Department of Motor Vehicles is by far the largest in North America. By the end of 2009, the California DMV had 26,555,006 driver's licenses and ID cards on file.[195] In 2010, there were 1.17 million new vehicle registrations in force.[196]

Intercity rail travel is provided by Amtrak California[image: External link], which manages the three busiest intercity rail lines in the United States outside the Northeast Corridor[image: External link], all of which are funded by Caltrans. This service is becoming increasingly popular over flying and ridership is continuing to set records, especially on the LAX-SFO route.[197] Integrated subway[image: External link] and light rail[image: External link] networks are found in Los Angeles (Metro Rail[image: External link]) and San Francisco (MUNI Metro[image: External link]). Light rail systems are also found in San Jose ( VTA[image: External link]), San Diego (San Diego Trolley[image: External link]), Sacramento (RT Light Rail[image: External link]), and Northern San Diego County ( Sprinter[image: External link]). Furthermore, commuter rail[image: External link] networks serve the San Francisco Bay Area ( ACE[image: External link], BART[image: External link], Caltrain[image: External link]), Greater Los Angeles ( Metrolink[image: External link]), and San Diego County ( Coaster[image: External link]).

The California High-Speed Rail[image: External link] Authority was created in 1996 by the state to implement an extensive 700 miles (1,100 km) rail system. Construction was approved by the voters during the November 2008 general election, a $9.95 billion state bond will go toward its construction.[198] Nearly all counties operate bus[image: External link] lines, and many cities operate their own city bus lines as well. Intercity bus travel is provided by Greyhound[image: External link] and Amtrak Thruway Coach.
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 Water




Main article: Water in California[image: External link]


California's interconnected water system is the world's largest, managing over 40,000,000 acre feet[image: External link] (49 km3) of water per year, centered on six main systems of aqueducts and infrastructure projects.[199] Water use and conservation in California is a politically divisive issue, as the state experiences periodic droughts and has to balance the demands of its large agricultural and urban sectors, especially in the arid southern portion of the state. The state's widespread redistribution of water also invites the frequent scorn of environmentalists.

The California Water Wars[image: External link], a conflict between Los Angeles and the Owens Valley over water rights, is one of the most well-known examples of the struggle to secure adequate water supplies.[200] Former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger said: "We've been in crisis for quite some time because we're now 38 million people and not anymore 18 million people like we were in the late 60s. So it developed into a battle between environmentalists and farmers and between the south and the north and between rural and urban. And everyone has been fighting for the last four decades about water."[201]
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 Government and politics
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Main article: Government of California[image: External link]


The state's capital is Sacramento[image: External link].

California is organized into three branches of government[image: External link] – the executive branch[image: External link] consisting of the Governor[image: External link] and the other independently elected constitutional officers; the legislative branch[image: External link] consisting of the Assembly[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link]; and the judicial branch[image: External link] consisting of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link] and lower courts. The state also allows ballot propositions[image: External link]: direct participation of the electorate by initiative[image: External link], referendum[image: External link], recall[image: External link], and ratification[image: External link]. Before the passage of California Proposition 14 (2010)[image: External link], California allowed each political party to choose whether to have a closed primary[image: External link] or a primary where only party members and independents[image: External link] vote. After June 8, 2010 when Proposition 14 was approved, excepting only the United States President and county central committee offices,[202] all candidates in the primary elections are listed on the ballot with their preferred party affiliation, but they are not the official nominee of that party.[203] At the primary election, the two candidates with the top votes will advance to the general election regardless of party affiliation.[203] If at a special primary election, one candidate receives more than 50% of all the votes cast, they are elected to fill the vacancy and no special general election will be held.[203]


	Executive branch



The California executive branch[image: External link] consists of the Governor of California[image: External link] and seven other elected constitutional officers: Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Attorney General[image: External link], Secretary of State[image: External link], State Controller[image: External link], State Treasurer[image: External link], Insurance Commissioner[image: External link], and State Superintendent of Public Instruction[image: External link]. They serve four-year terms and may be re-elected only once.[204]


	Legislative branch



The California State Legislature[image: External link] consists of a 40-member Senate and 80-member Assembly. Senators serve four-year terms and Assembly members two. Members of the Assembly are subject to term limits[image: External link] of three terms, and members of the Senate are subject to term limits of two terms.


	Judicial branch



California's legal system is explicitly based upon English common law[image: External link][205] (as is the case with all other states except Louisiana[image: External link]) but carries a few features from Spanish civil law[image: External link], such as community property[image: External link]. California's prison population grew from 25,000 in 1980 to over 170,000 in 2007.[206] Capital punishment[image: External link] is a legal form of punishment and the state has the largest "Death Row[image: External link]" population in the country (though Oklahoma and Texas are far more active in carrying out executions).[207][208]

California's judiciary system[image: External link] is the largest in the United States (with a total of 1,600 judges, while the federal system has only about 840). At the apex is the seven Justices of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link], while the California Courts of Appeal[image: External link] serve as the primary appellate courts[image: External link] and the California Superior Courts[image: External link] serve as the primary trial courts[image: External link]. Justices of the Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal are appointed by the Governor, but are subject to retention by the electorate every 12 years. The administration of the state's court system is controlled by the Judicial Council[image: External link], composed of the Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, 14 judicial officers, four representatives from the State Bar of California[image: External link], and one member from each house of the state legislature.
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 Local government




Main article: Local government in California[image: External link]
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 Counties




See also: List of counties in California[image: External link]


California is divided into 58 counties[image: External link]. Per Article 11, Section 1, of the Constitution of California[image: External link], they are the legal subdivisions of the state. The county government provides countywide services such as law enforcement, jails, elections and voter registration, vital records, property assessment and records, tax collection, public health, health care, social services, libraries, flood control, fire protection, animal control, agricultural regulations, building inspections, ambulance services, and education departments in charge of maintaining statewide standards.[209][210] In addition, the county serves as the local government for all unincorporated areas[image: External link]. Each county is governed by an elected board of supervisors[image: External link].[211]
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 City and town governments




Incorporated cities and towns in California are either charter[image: External link] or general-law municipalities.[105] General-law municipalities owe their existence to state law and are consequently governed by it; charter municipalities are governed by their own city or town charters. Municipalities incorporated in the 19th century tend to be charter municipalities. All ten of the state's most populous cities are charter cities. Most small cities have a council-manager[image: External link] form of government, where the elected city council appoints a city manager to supervise the operations of the city. Some larger cities have a directly-elected mayor who oversees the city government. In many council-manager cities, the city council selects one of its members as a mayor, sometimes rotating through the council membership—but this type of mayoral position is primarily ceremonial.

The Government of San Francisco[image: External link] is the only consolidated city-county[image: External link] in California, where both the city and county governments have been merged into one unified jurisdiction. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors[image: External link] also acts as the city council and the Mayor of San Francisco[image: External link] also serves as the county administrative officer.
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 School districts and special districts




See also: List of school districts in California[image: External link]


About 1,102 school districts[image: External link], independent of cities and counties, handle California's public education[image: External link].[212] California school districts may be organized as elementary districts, high school districts, unified school districts combining elementary and high school grades, or community college districts.[212]

There are about 3,400 special districts[image: External link] in California.[213] A special district[image: External link], defined by California Government Code § 16271(d) as "any agency of the state for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions within limited boundaries", provides a limited range of services within a defined geographic area. The geographic area of a special district can spread across multiple cities or counties, or could consist of only a portion of one. Most of California's special districts are single-purpose districts, and provide one service.
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 Federal representation




See also: California's congressional districts[image: External link]


The state of California sends 53[image: External link] members to the House of Representatives[image: External link],[214] the nation's largest congressional state delegation. Consequently California also has the largest number of electoral votes[image: External link] in national presidential elections, with 55. California's U.S. Senators[image: External link] are Dianne Feinstein[image: External link], a native and former mayor of San Francisco, and Kamala Harris[image: External link], a native, former District Attorney from San Francisco and former Attorney General of California. In 1992, California became the first state to have a Senate delegation entirely composed of women.
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 Ideology




Main articles: Politics of California[image: External link] and Elections in California[image: External link]




	California registered voters as of January 5, 2016[215]



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	7,438,655
	43.1%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	4,767,259
	27.62%



	
	No Party Preference[image: External link]
	4,141,860
	24%



	
	American Independent[image: External link]
	472,019
	2.73%



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	120,578
	0.7%



	
	Green[image: External link]
	102,688
	0.59%



	
	Peace and Freedom[image: External link]
	75,579
	0.44%



	Other
	140,775
	0.82%



	Total
	17,259,413
	100%






	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	31.62% 4,483,810

	
61.73% 8,753,788




	2012[image: External link]
	37.12% 4,839,958

	
60.24% 7,854,285




	2008[image: External link]
	36.91% 5,011,781

	
60.94% 8,274,473




	2004[image: External link]
	44.36% 5,509,826

	
54.40% 6,745,485




	2000[image: External link]
	41.65% 4,567,429

	
53.45% 5,861,203




	1996[image: External link]
	38.21% 3,828,380

	
51.10% 5,119,835




	1992[image: External link]
	32.61% 3,630,574

	
46.01% 5,121,325




	1988[image: External link]
	
51.13% 5,054,917

	47.56% 4,702,233




	1984[image: External link]
	
57.51% 5,467,009

	41.27% 3,922,519




	1980[image: External link]
	
52.69% 4,524,858

	35.91% 3,083,661




	1976[image: External link]
	
49.35% 3,882,244

	47.57% 3,742,284




	1972[image: External link]
	
55.01% 4,602,096

	41.54% 3,475,847




	1968[image: External link]
	
47.82% 3,467,664

	44.74% 3,244,318




	1964[image: External link]
	40.79% 2,879,108

	
59.11% 4,171,877




	1960[image: External link]
	
50.10% 3,259,722

	49.55% 3,224,099





California has an idiosyncratic political culture compared to the rest of the country, and is sometimes regarded as a trendsetter.[217] In socio-cultural mores and national politics, Californians are perceived as more liberal[image: External link] than other Americans, especially those who live in the inland states.

Among the political idiosyncrasies and trendsetting, California was the second state to recall their state governor[image: External link], the second state to legalize abortion, and the only state to ban marriage for gay couples twice by voters (including Proposition 8 in 2008[image: External link]). Voters also passed Proposition 71 in 2004[image: External link] to fund stem cell[image: External link] research, and Proposition 14 in 2010[image: External link] to completely change the state's primary election[image: External link] process. California has also experienced disputes over water rights[image: External link]; and a tax revolt[image: External link], culminating with the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978[image: External link], limiting state property taxes[image: External link].

The state's trend towards the Democratic Party[image: External link] and away from the Republican Party[image: External link] can be seen in state elections. From 1899 to 1939, California had Republican governors. Since 1990, California has generally elected Democratic candidates to federal, state and local offices, including current Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link]; however, the state has elected Republican Governors, though many of its Republican Governors, such as Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link], tend to be considered moderate Republicans and more centrist[image: External link] than the national party.

The Democrats also now hold a majority in both houses of the state legislature. There are 56 Democrats and 24 Republicans in the Assembly; and 26 Democrats and 12 Republicans in the Senate.

The trend towards the Democratic Party is most obvious in presidential elections; Republicans have not won California's electoral votes[image: External link] since 1988.

In the United States House, the Democrats held a 34–19 edge in the CA delegation of the 110th United States Congress[image: External link] in 2007. As the result of gerrymandering[image: External link], the districts in California were usually dominated by one or the other party, and few districts were considered competitive. In 2008, Californians passed Proposition 20 to empower a 14-member independent citizen commission to redraw districts for both local politicians and Congress. After the 2012 elections, when the new system took effect, Democrats gained 4 seats and held a 38–15 majority in the delegation.

In general, Democratic strength is centered in the populous coastal regions[image: External link] of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]. Republican strength is still greatest in eastern parts of the state. Orange County[image: External link] also remains mostly Republican. One study ranked Berkeley[image: External link], Oakland[image: External link], Inglewood[image: External link] and San Francisco in the top 20 most liberal American cities; and Bakersfield[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Escondido[image: External link], Garden Grove[image: External link], and Simi Valley[image: External link] in the top 20 most conservative cities.[218]

In October 2012, out of the 23,802,577 people eligible to vote, 18,245,970 people were registered to vote.[219] Of the people registered, the three largest registered groups were Democrats (7,966,422), Republicans (5,356,608), and Decline to State[image: External link] (3,820,545).[219] Los Angeles County[image: External link] had the largest number of registered Democrats (2,430,612) and Republicans (1,037,031) of any county in the state.[219]
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 Armed forces






In California, as of 2009, the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link] had a total of 117,806 active duty[image: External link] servicemembers of which 88,370 were Sailors[image: External link] or Marines[image: External link], 18,339 were Airmen[image: External link], and 11,097 were Soldiers[image: External link], with 61,365 Department of Defense civilian employees. Additionally, there were a total of 57,792 Reservists and Guardsman[image: External link] in California.[220]

In 2010, Los Angeles County[image: External link] was the largest origin of military recruits in the United States by county, with 1,437 individuals enlisting in the military.[221] However, as of 2002, Californians were relatively under-represented in the military as a proportion to its population.[222]

In 2000, California, had 2,569,340 veterans of United States military service[image: External link]: 504,010 served in World War II, 301,034 in the Korean War[image: External link], 754,682 during the Vietnam War[image: External link], and 278,003 during 1990–2000 (including the Persian Gulf War).[223] As of 2010, there were 1,942,775 veterans living in California, of which 1,457,875 served during a period of armed conflict, and just over four thousand served before World War II[image: External link] (the largest population of this group of any state).[224]

California's military forces consist of the Army and Air National Guard[image: External link], the naval and state military reserve[image: External link] (militia), and the California Cadet Corps[image: External link].
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 Foreign relations




California has a twinning arrangement[image: External link] with   Catalonia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link][225]
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 See also





	Index of California-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of California[image: External link] – organized list of topics about California

	Timeline of the far future[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The coordinates of the center of population are at 35.458606°N 119.355165°W[image: External link].[104]


	
^ behind Nevada and Arizona


	
^ The following are a list of the indigenous languages: Root languages of California: Athabaskan Family: Hupa, Mattole, Lassik, Wailaki, Sinkyone, Cahto, Tolowa, Nongatl, Wiyot, Chilula; Hokan Family: Pomo, Shasta, Karok, Chimiriko; Algonquian Family: Whilkut, Yurok; Yukian Family: Wappo; Penutian Family: Modok, Wintu, Nomlaki, Konkow, Maidu, Patwin, Nisenan, Miwok, Coast Miwok, Lake Miwok, Ohlone, Northern Valley Yokuts, Southern Valley Yokuts, Foothill Yokuts; Hokan Family: Esselen, Salinan, Chumash, Ipai, Tipai, Yuma, Halchichoma, Mohave; Uto-Aztecan Family: Mono Paiute, Monache, Owens Valley Paiute, Tubatulabal, Panamint Shoshone, Kawaisu, Kitanemuk, Tataviam, Gabrielino, Juaneno, Luiseno, Cuipeno, Cahuilla, Serrano, Chemehuevi


	
^ Minnesota also has a moratorium on construction of nuclear power plants, which has been in place since 1994.[187]
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Jay Z





Shawn Corey Carter (born December 4, 1969),[3][4] known professionally as Jay Z (and formerly Jay-Z[5][6][7]), is an American rapper and businessman. He is one of the best-selling musicians of all time, having sold more than 100 million records, while receiving 21 Grammy Awards[image: External link] for his music.[8][9][10] MTV ranked him the "Greatest MC of all time" in 2006.[11] Rolling Stone ranked three of his albums—Reasonable Doubt[image: External link] (1996), The Blueprint[image: External link] (2001), and The Black Album[image: External link] (2003)—among the 500 greatest albums of all time[image: External link].[12][13][14] In 2014, Forbes estimated his net worth at nearly $520 million, making him one of the richest hip hop artists in the U.S.[15][16]

Jay Z co-owns the New York 40/40 Club[image: External link] sports bar, and is the co-creator of the clothing line Rocawear[image: External link].[17] He is the former president of Def Jam Recordings, co-founder of Roc-A-Fella Records[image: External link], and the founder of the entertainment company Roc Nation[image: External link]. He also founded the sports agency Roc Nation Sports[image: External link] and is a certified NBA[image: External link] and MLB[image: External link] sports agent[image: External link].[18] As an artist, he holds the record for most number one albums by a solo artist on the Billboard 200 with 13.[19][20] He has also had four number ones on the Billboard Hot 100, one ("Empire State of Mind[image: External link]") as lead artist. In 2009, he was ranked the tenth-most successful artist of the 2000s by Billboard as well as the fifth top solo male artist and fourth top rapper behind Eminem, Nelly[image: External link], and 50 Cent.[21] He was also ranked the 88th-greatest artist of all time by Rolling Stone.[22]

Jay Z married singer-songwriter Beyoncé in 2008.[23]
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 Early life




Shawn Carter was born in Brooklyn, New York[image: External link], and was raised in Marcy Houses[image: External link], a housing project in Brooklyn's Bedford-Stuyvesant[image: External link] neighborhood.[3] He and his three siblings were raised by their mother, Gloria Carter after their father, Adness Reeves abandoned the family. Reeves would later meet and reconcile with Jay Z before dying from liver failure in 2003. Jay Z claims in his lyrics that in 1982, at the age of 12, he shot his older brother in the shoulder for stealing his jewelry.[24][25] Along with future rapper AZ[image: External link], Carter attended Eli Whitney High School in Brooklyn until it was closed down. He then attended the nearby George Westinghouse Career and Technical Education High School[image: External link] with future rappers The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] and Busta Rhymes[image: External link], followed by a stint at Trenton Central High School[image: External link] in Trenton, New Jersey[image: External link], though he did not graduate.[26] According to his interviews and lyrics, during this period he sold crack cocaine[image: External link][25] and was shot at three times.[24]

According to his mother, Carter used to wake up his siblings at night banging out drum patterns on the kitchen table. She bought him a boom box[image: External link] for his birthday, sparking his interest in music. He began freestyling[image: External link] and writing lyrics.[27] Known as "Jazzy" around the neighborhood, Carter later adopted the showbiz/stage name "Jay-Z" in homage to his mentor Jaz-O[image: External link].[3] He would drop the hyphen in 2013.[5][6]

Jay Z can be briefly heard on several of Jaz-O[image: External link]'s early recordings in the late 1980s and early 1990s, including "The Originators" and "Hawaiian Sophie".[28] Jay Z became embroiled in several battles with rapper LL Cool J[image: External link] in the early 1990s.[29] He first became known to a wide audience on the posse cut[image: External link] "Show and Prove" on the 1994 Big Daddy Kane[image: External link] album Daddy's Home[image: External link]. Jay Z has been referred to as Big Daddy Kane[image: External link]'s hype man[image: External link] during this period,[30] although Kane explains that he didn't fill the traditional hype man role, and was instead "basically ma[king] cameo appearances on stage. When I would leave the stage to go change outfits, I would bring out Jay Z and Positive K[image: External link] and let them freestyle until I came back to the stage."[31][32] The young Jay Z appeared on a popular song by Big L[image: External link], "Da Graveyard", and on Mic Geronimo[image: External link]'s "Time to Build", which also featured early appearances by DMX and Ja Rule[image: External link] in 1995. His first official rap single was called "In My Lifetime[image: External link]", for which he released a music video. An unreleased music video was also produced for the B-side "I Can't Get with That."[33]
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 Music career
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 1995–97: Reasonable Doubt and In My Lifetime, Vol. 1




With no major label to give him a record deal, Jay Z sold CDs out of his car[24] and, with Damon Dash[image: External link] and Kareem Biggs, created Roc-A-Fella Records[image: External link] as an independent label in 1995. After striking a distribution deal with Priority[image: External link], Jay Z released his 1996 debut album Reasonable Doubt[image: External link] with beats[image: External link] from acclaimed producers such as DJ Premier[image: External link] and Super DJ Clark Kent[image: External link] and an appearance by The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link]. The album reached number 23 on the Billboard 200, and was generally favored by critics.[3] This album would later be included in Rolling Stone's "500 Greatest Albums of All Time[image: External link]" as No. 248 and eventually reach platinum status.[34]

After reaching a new distribution deal with Def Jam in 1997, Jay Z released his follow-up In My Lifetime, Vol. 1[image: External link]. Produced by Sean "Puff Daddy" Combs[image: External link], it sold better than his previous effort. Jay Z later explained that the album was made during one of the worst periods of his life, when he was reeling from the death of his close friend The Notorious B.I.G. The album was a personal revelation for Jay Z as he told the stories of his difficult upbringing.[35] The album's glossy production stood as a contrast to his first release, and some dedicated fans felt he had "sold out". However, the album did feature some beats from producers who had worked with him on Reasonable Doubt, namely DJ Premier and Ski[image: External link]. Like its predecessor, In My Lifetime, Vol. 1[image: External link] earned platinum status in the United States.[34]
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 1998–2000: Vol. 2..., Vol. 3... and The Dynasty




In 1998, Jay Z released Vol. 2... Hard Knock Life[image: External link] which spawned the biggest hit of his career at the time, "Hard Knock Life (Ghetto Anthem)[image: External link]". He relied more on flow[image: External link] and wordplay, and he continued with his penchant for mining beats from the popular producers of the day such as Swizz Beatz[image: External link], an upstart in-house producer for Ruff Ryders[image: External link], and Timbaland[image: External link]. Other producers included DJ Premier[image: External link], Erick Sermon[image: External link], The 45 King[image: External link], and Kid Capri[image: External link]. Charting hits from this album included "Can I Get A...", featuring Ja Rule[image: External link] and Amil[image: External link], and "Nigga What, Nigga Who[image: External link]", also featuring Amil. Vol. 2 would eventually become Jay Z's most commercially successful album; it was certified 5× Platinum in the United States and has to date sold over five million copies.[34] The album went on to win a Grammy Award, although Jay Z boycotted the ceremony protesting DMX's failure to garner a Grammy nomination.[36]

In 1999, Jay Z dueted with Mariah Carey on " Heartbreaker[image: External link]", a song from her seventh album, Rainbow[image: External link]. In that same year, Jay Z released Vol. 3... Life and Times of S. Carter[image: External link]. The album proved successful and sold over 3 million copies.[34] Vol. 3's most successful single was "Big Pimpin'[image: External link]", featuring UGK[image: External link].

In 2000, Jay Z released The Dynasty: Roc La Familia[image: External link], which was originally intended to become a compilation album for Roc-A-Fella artists but somehow turned into a Jay Z album.[37] The album helped to introduce newcomer producers The Neptunes[image: External link], Just Blaze[image: External link], Kanye West, and Bink[image: External link], which have all gone on to achieve notable success. This is also the first album where Jay Z utilizes a more soulful sound than his previous albums. The Dynasty sold over two million units in the U.S. alone.[34]
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 2001–02: Feud with Nas, The Blueprint and The Blueprint2




In 2001, Jay Z spoke out against Prodigy[image: External link] after he took an issue with a Jay Z line from "Money, Cash, Hoes[image: External link]" that he felt alluded disparagingly to Mobb Deep and his dispute with Tupac Shakur[image: External link], Snoop Dogg[image: External link], and Death Row Records[image: External link]. He later performed the song " Takeover[image: External link]", at Summer Jam[image: External link] 2001, which initially attacked Prodigy and revealed photos of Prodigy dressed like Michael Jackson.[38] A line at the end of "Takeover" referred to Nas[image: External link], who criticized him on "We Will Survive".[39] Nas responded with a diss track called " Ether[image: External link]" and Jay Z straightaway added a verse to "Takeover" which dissed Nas and would start a feud between the two rappers. Jay Z reported on MTV that Mark Pitts[image: External link] had settled the feud between him and Nas.[40]

Jay Z later released his sixth studio album, The Blueprint[image: External link], which received a coveted 5 mic review[image: External link] from hip-hop magazine The Source[image: External link]. Written in just two days[41] and released in the wake of September 11 attacks, the album sold more than 427,000 copies, debuted at number one on the Billboard 200[42] and reached 2x platinum status in the U.S.[34] It was lauded for its production and its balance of "mainstream" and "hardcore" rap. Eminem was the only guest rapper on the album, producing and rapping on the song "Renegade". Four tracks were produced by Kanye West and the album represents one of West's first major breaks in the industry. The Blueprint includes the popular songs "Izzo (H.O.V.A.)[image: External link]", "Girls, Girls, Girls[image: External link]", "Jigga That Nigga[image: External link]", and "Song Cry[image: External link]".

In October 2001, Jay Z pleaded guilty to stabbing record producer Lance Rivera[image: External link] at the Kit Kat Klub in New York City in 1999.[43] For this second degree felony, Jay Z was sentenced to three years probation.[44]

Jay Z's next solo album was 2002's The Blueprint2: The Gift & the Curse[image: External link], a double-album. The album debuted on the Billboard 200 at number one, selling over 3 million units in the U.S. alone[34] and surpassing The Blueprint.[45] It was later reissued in a single-disc version, The Blueprint 2.1[image: External link], which retained half of the tracks from the original. The album spawned two massive hit singles, "Excuse Me Miss[image: External link]" and "'03 Bonnie & Clyde", which featured Jay Z's future wife Beyoncé. "Guns & Roses", featuring Lenny Kravitz[image: External link], and "Hovi Baby[image: External link]" were two successful radio singles as well. The album also contained the tracks "A Dream", featuring Faith Evans[image: External link] and the late The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link]; and "The Bounce", featuring Kanye West. The Blueprint 2.1 featured tracks that do not appear on The Blueprint2: The Gift & the Curse, such as "Stop", "La La La (Excuse Me Again)", "What They Gonna Do, Part II" and "Beware" produced by and featuring Panjabi MC[image: External link].[46]
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 2003–05: The Black Album, initial retirement and collaborative albums




After visiting the south of France,[47] Jay Z announced work on his eighth studio album The Black Album[image: External link] at the opening of the 40/40 Club.[48] He worked with several producers including Just Blaze[image: External link], The Neptunes[image: External link], Kanye West, Timbaland[image: External link], Eminem, DJ Quik[image: External link], 9th Wonder[image: External link], The Buchanans[image: External link], and Rick Rubin[image: External link]. Notable songs on the album included "What More Can I Say[image: External link]", "Dirt Off Your Shoulder[image: External link]", "Change Clothes[image: External link]", and "99 Problems[image: External link]". The Black Album has sold more than 3 million copies in the US.[34] Jay Z collaborated with R. Kelly[image: External link] and released a collaborative studio album, The Best of Both Worlds[image: External link].

On November 25, 2003, Jay Z held a concert—billed as a "retirement party"—at Madison Square Garden[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], which would later be the focus of his film Fade to Black[image: External link]. All proceeds went to charity. Other performers included collaborators like The Roots[image: External link] (in the form of his backing band), Missy Elliott, Memphis Bleek[image: External link], Beanie Siegel[image: External link], Freeway, Mary J. Blige, Beyoncé, Twista[image: External link], Ghostface Killah[image: External link], Foxy Brown[image: External link], Pharrell Williams and R. Kelly[image: External link] with special appearances by Voletta Wallace and Afeni Shakur[image: External link], the mothers of The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] and Tupac Shakur[image: External link] respectively.[citation needed[image: External link]] While Jay Z had attested to a retirement from making new studio albums, various side projects and appearances soon followed. Included in these were a greatest hits record, as well as the release and tour of Unfinished Business[image: External link], the second collaborative album between Jay Z and R. Kelly.

In 2004, Jay Z collaborated with rock group Linkin Park[image: External link], in which they released their collaborative remix[image: External link] EP Collision Course[image: External link], which featured mashups[image: External link] of both artists' songs, as well as a concert DVD. The album's only single, " Numb/Encore[image: External link]", went on to win a Grammy for Best Rap/Sung Collaboration, and was performed with Linkin Park live at the Grammys, with a special appearance by Paul McCartney[image: External link], who added verses from the song " Yesterday[image: External link]". The EP sold over 1 million copies in the US.[34] Jay Z was the executive producer of The Rising Tied[image: External link], the debut album of Fort Minor[image: External link], the hip hop side project[image: External link] of Linkin Park rapper Mike Shinoda[image: External link]. He also planned to retire in 2004.[49]

Later in 2004, Jay Z was named president of Def Jam Records, which led to Jay Z, Dash and Biggs selling their remaining interests in Roc-A-Fella Records and Jay Z taking control of both of the companies.[50] Reportedly this major industry move was prompted by disagreements between Jay Z and Dash as to what direction Roc-A-Fella could undertake.[51] The publicized split between Jay Z, Dash, and Biggs led to the former partners sending jabs at each other in interviews.[52]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2005–07: "I Declare War", Kingdom Come and American Gangster




On October 27, 2005, Jay Z headlined New York's Power 105.1[image: External link] annual concert, Powerhouse. The concert was entitled the "I Declare War" concert leading to intense speculation in the weeks preceding the event on whom exactly Jay Z would declare war. As he had previously "declared war" on other artists taking lyrical shots at him at other events, many believed that the Powerhouse show would represent an all-out assault by Jay Z upon his rivals.[53] The theme of the concert was Jay Z's position as President and CEO of Def Jam, complete with an on-stage mock-up of the Oval Office[image: External link]. Many artists made appearances such as the old roster of Roc-A-Fella[image: External link] records artists, as well as Ne-Yo[image: External link], Teairra Marí[image: External link], T.I.[image: External link], Young Jeezy[image: External link], Akon[image: External link], Kanye West, Paul Wall[image: External link], The LOX[image: External link], and Diddy[image: External link].[54]

At the conclusion of the concert, Jay Z put many arguments to rest to the surprise of hip hop fans. The most significant development in this show was closure to the infamous hip hop rivalry between Jay Z and Nas[image: External link]. The two former rivals shook hands and shared the stage together to perform Jay Z's "Dead Presidents" blended with Nas's song "The World is Yours".[55]

Jay Z returned with his comeback album on November 21, 2006, titled Kingdom Come[image: External link].[56] Jay Z's comeback single, "Show Me What You Got[image: External link]", was leaked on the Internet in early October 2006, scheduled to be released later on that month, received heavy air-play after its leak, causing the FBI[image: External link] to step in and investigate.[57] Jay Z worked with video director Hype Williams[image: External link], and the single's video was directed by F. Gary Gray[image: External link]. The album features production from Just Blaze[image: External link], Pharrell[image: External link], Kanye West, Dr. Dre[image: External link] and Coldplay[image: External link]'s Chris Martin (single entitled "Beach Chair[image: External link]").[58][59] The first week saw 680,000 sales of the CD, which Entertainment Weekly said was "the highest single-week total in Jay's decade long career".[60] This album has sold 2 million copies in the US.[34]

Jay Z released his tenth album entitled American Gangster[image: External link] on November 6, 2007. After viewing the Ridley Scott film of the same name[image: External link], he was heavily inspired to create a new "concept" album that depicts his experiences as a street-hustler.[61] The album is not the film's official soundtrack, although it was distributed by Def Jam.[62] Jay Z's American Gangster depicts his life in correlation to the movie American Gangster. At the start of the album's first single, "Blue Magic[image: External link]", Jay Z offers a dealer's manifesto while making references to political figures of the late 1980s with the lyric: "Blame Reagan[image: External link] for making me to into a monster, blame Oliver North[image: External link] and Iran-Contra[image: External link], I ran contraband that they sponsored, before this rhymin' stuff we was in concert."[63] Also notable about the "Blue Magic" music video was Jay Z flashing 500 euro notes; Harvard Business School[image: External link] professor Rawi Abdelal[image: External link] called this a "turning point in American pop culture's response to globalization." The album has sold 1 million copies in the US.[34] On January 1, 2008, Jay Z resigned as president of Def Jam.[64]
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 2008–11: The Blueprint 3 and Watch the Throne




In the winter of 2008 it was announced that Jay Z become the first major hip hop artist to headline Britain's 2008 Glastonbury Festival[image: External link].[65][66] Tickets sold out quickly. Former headliner Noel Gallagher[image: External link] of Oasis[image: External link] condemned the festival organizers for choosing Jay Z to headline a traditionally guitar-driven festival. "I'm sorry, but Jay-Z?" Gallagher asked, swearing. "No chance. Glastonbury has a tradition of, kind of, guitar music, do you know what I mean? And even when they throw the odd curve balls in on a Sunday night—you go, 'Kylie Minogue? I don't know about that', do you know what I mean?—but I'm not having hip hop at Glastonbury, no way, no, no. It's wrong."[67] As controversy mounted, Jay Z replied, "We don't play guitars, Noel, but hip hop has put in its work like any other form of music. This headline show is just a natural progression. Rap music is still evolving. We have to respect each other's genre of music and move forward."[68] Jay Z opened his Glastonbury set with a tongue-in-cheek cover of Oasis's iconic song " Wonderwall[image: External link]",[69] and went on to deliver a performance heralded as a successful response to pre-festival criticism.[70]

He also headlined many other summer festivals in 2008, including Roskilde Festival[image: External link] in Denmark,[71] Hove Festival[image: External link] in Norway[72] and O2 Wireless Festival[image: External link] in London.[73] During Kanye West's August 6, 2008 concert at Madison Square Garden, Jay Z came out to perform a new song and he and Kanye proclaimed that it was to be on The Blueprint 3.[74] On May 21, 2009, Jay Z announced he would be parting ways with Def Jam, and had struck a multimillion-dollar deal to sign with Live Nation[image: External link], with whom he would start his Roc Nation[image: External link] imprint which would serve as a record label, talent/management agency, and music publishing company[75] and also partnered up with production team Stargate[image: External link] to start a record label called StarRoc[image: External link].[76][77] Jay Z's 11th studio album The Blueprint 3[image: External link] was originally to be released on September 11, 2009,[78] but was instead released in North America on September 8, 2009, due to increasing anticipation.[79] Its international release followed on September 14.[80] It is his 11th album to reach No.1 on the Billboard 200[81] and has surpassed Elvis Presley's previous record, making him the current solo artist record holder.[19]

On October 9, 2009, Jay Z kicked off his tour for The Blueprint 3[image: External link], during which he supported his new album in North America. In a Shave Magazine review of his performance at Rexall Place[image: External link] in Edmonton[image: External link], Jake Tomlinson expressed that "It was the type of smooth performance you would expect from the hip-hop superstar." The review gave this performance 4 stars. His North American tour continued until November 22, 2009.[82] At his concert on November 8, 2009, at UCLA[image: External link]'s Pauley Pavilion[image: External link], Rihanna joined him on stage and performed "Hard" for the very first time, then performed "Run This Town" with Jay Z.[83] Among his success, Jay Z has ventured into producing Broadway shows. Along with Jada Pinkett Smith and Will Smith, Jay Z helped produced the play Fela!, a musical celebrating the work of the late Nigerian star Fela Kuti[image: External link].[84] Jay Z said he was inspired by the power of Kuti's work and his life story, which resulted in his interest to help produce the musical.[84] Fela! is a story about an African pioneer and political activist who made his first moves on the scene during the 1970s.[84]

On January 23, 2010, Jay Z released a track, "Stranded (Haiti Mon Amour)[image: External link]", with Rihanna, and U2[image: External link]'s Bono[image: External link] and The Edge[image: External link], as well as performing it at the Hope For Haiti Now[image: External link] telethon.[85] In June 2010, Eminem and Jay Z announced they would perform together in a pair of concerts in Detroit and New York. The event was dubbed The Home & Home Tour[image: External link]. The first two concerts rapidly sold out, prompting the scheduling of an additional show at each venue.[86] Jay Z was the supporting act for U2[image: External link] on the Australian and New Zealand leg of their U2 360° Tour[image: External link], beginning in Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand in November 2010, followed by Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane[image: External link] and Perth[image: External link] in December.[87] He also appeared on stage during U2 performances of "Sunday Bloody Sunday[image: External link]", and in Auckland also joined the band for a performance of " Scarlet[image: External link]", singing some lines of his song, "History". In August 2010, it was revealed that Jay Z and Kanye West would be collaborating on a five-track EP entitled Watch the Throne[image: External link]. Although, it was later revealed by West that the project had become a full-length LP. Recording sessions for the album took place at various recording locations and began in November 2010. The first single released for the project was " H•A•M[image: External link]". The track was co-produced by Lex Luger[image: External link] and West himself. The track ended up being on the deluxe edition of the album. The follow-up to that was the second single " Otis[image: External link]", which premiered on Funkmaster Flex[image: External link]'s Hot 97[image: External link] radio show, and was later released to the iTunes Store eleven days later. The song's existence, along with several other tracks from the album, was confirmed during a listening session hosted by Jay Z.[88] The album was first released on the iTunes Store, five days prior to it being released in physical format, a strategy Jay Z later said was used to block an internet leak[image: External link]. It debuted at No. 1 on the iTunes Store in 23 countries. It also broke Coldplay[image: External link]'s record for most albums sold in one week on the online retailer, selling 290,000 copies on iTunes alone. It held that record, until Lil Wayne[image: External link]'s Tha Carter IV[image: External link] was released twenty-one days later, selling only 10,000 copies more. It debuted on the US Billboard 200 chart at No. 1, selling 436,000 copies in its first week. The album received generally positive reviews. Jay Z and West later gave a surprise performance of "Otis" at the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link]. In April 2011, Jay Z launched a blog-like, lifestyle website by the name of Life + Times. It covers everything from music, to fashion, to technology, to sports. The site is curated based on Jay Z's interests, and he himself works with a small staff to produce every single piece of content.
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 2012–present: Magna Carta Holy Grail and other ventures




Jay Z collaborated with M.I.A.[image: External link] on the single " XXXO[image: External link]", which achieved a fair level of success and went on to become remixed by several producers worldwide. In May 2012, Jay Z and Philadelphia Mayor Michael A. Nutter[image: External link] announced Jay Z as the curator and the headliner for the first annual "Budweiser Made in America" festival at Fairmount Park[image: External link] in Philadelphia on September 1 and 2, 2012. The performance was produced by Live Nation[image: External link] and assembled an eclectic lineup of " rock[image: External link], hip hop, R&B[image: External link], Latin music[image: External link] and dance" musicians.[89] Jay Z and Rihanna were the two main headlining acts for BBC Radio 1[image: External link]'s 2012 Hackney Weekend[image: External link] music festival on June 23 to 24.[90] Jay Z opened his set with an appearance from Rihanna, they performed "Run this Town". On September 6, " Clique[image: External link]" was released, a single from the album "Cruel Summer[image: External link]", by GOOD Music[image: External link]. Kanye West and Big Sean[image: External link] starred alongside Jay Z on the track. Jay Z took the subway to his sold out show at The Barclays Center On October 6, 2012.[91] On November 12, 2012, Coldplay announced that they will be playing with Jay Z at the Barclays Center[image: External link] in Brooklyn on December 31.[92]

On September 23, 2010, Q-Tip[image: External link] confirmed working on Jay Z's follow up album to The Blueprint 3, saying the album was to hit stores by spring 2011.[93] In May 2012 it was reported that Jay Z would work on new music with Roc Nation[image: External link] producer Jahlil Beats[image: External link]. Beats told XXL[image: External link]: "Me and Jay-Z been going back and forth. He picked a couple of my joints that he's working on. I don't even wanna say too much about Jay, but we definitely working on some stuff. I haven't even sent him a bunch of beats. I sent him my favorite stuff. He hit me right back like, 'Yo, I'ma go in on this,' or, 'I like this.'"[94] The album has been named one of the most anticipated albums of 2013 by Complex Magazine[image: External link], MTV, and XXL Magazine[image: External link]. Production will come from Jahlil Beats[image: External link], Kanye West, Rick Rubin[image: External link], Swizz Beatz[image: External link], Timbaland[image: External link], and Pharrell Williams.[95][96] Jay Z also made an appearance on Justin Timberlake's comeback single "Suit & Tie[image: External link]" from his third studio album The 20/20 Experience[image: External link], the song itself was produced by both Jay Z and Timberlake's mutual friend, Timbaland.[97] During the fifth game of the 2013 NBA Finals[image: External link], Carter announced his twelfth studio album, Magna Carta Holy Grail[image: External link]. It was released July 4, 2013. Magna Carta Holy Grail debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 and sold 528,000 copies in its first week, which bypassed its predicted debut in the range of 350,000 to 400,000.[98] In December 2013, it was announced that Jay Z had received nine nominations at the 2014 Grammy Awards[image: External link], more than any other artist.[99] Jay Z appeared on his wife Beyoncé's self-titled fifth studio album, Beyoncé, with a feature on the song "Drunk in Love". They performed this song together at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link] opening.[100] The song and its accompanying album would later win three Grammy Awards including Best R&B Performance[image: External link] at the 2015 ceremony[image: External link].

In 2016, he won a lawsuit for the song "Made in America" with Kanye West featuring Frank Ocean[image: External link] against Joel McDonald.[101]
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Jay Z says his earliest exposure to music was through his parents' record collection, which was mostly of soul artists such as Marvin Gaye[image: External link] and Donny Hathaway[image: External link]. He says "I grew up around music, listening to all types of people... I'm into music that has soul in it, whether it be rap, R&B, pop music, whatever. As long as I can feel their soul through the wax, that's what I really listen to."[102] He often uses excerpts from these artists as samples[image: External link] in his work, particularly in the Kanye West-productions included on The Blueprint.[102]
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Royce da 5'9"[image: External link] and Fredro Starr[image: External link] of Onyx[image: External link] both describe Jay Z's emphasis on flow[image: External link] in the book How to Rap[image: External link] – Starr says that Jay Z is "a master of the flow—he can flow fast, he can flow slow".[103] The book describes how Jay Z uses 'rests' to provide structure to a verse[104] and how he uses 'partial linking' to add more rhymes[image: External link] to a verse.[105] Jay Z's early style is described by Vibe as "a distinctly Das EFX[image: External link]-type, stiggety style" on his 12" single "Can't Get With That",[106] referring to the fast rhythms and vocal delivery of the group Das EFX. He is also known to write lyrics in his head, as described by Pusha T[image: External link] of Clipse[image: External link] in How to Rap,[107] a style popular with many MCs[image: External link] such as The Notorious B.I.G.,[107] Everlast[image: External link],[108] Bobby Creekwater[image: External link][109] and Guerilla Black[image: External link].[109] Shock G[image: External link] of Digital Underground[image: External link] describes Jay Z's performance style, saying he "rarely breaks a sweat, and instead uses smoothness and clever wordplay to keep the audience interested and entertained".[110]
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Jay Z appeared in a 2003 Reebok collection advertising his S. Carter Collection.[111]

Jay Z has also established himself as a successful entrepreneur with a business empire spanning across a variety of industries ranging from clothing lines, beverages, real estate, sport teams, and record labels.[112] In an interview, he stated that "my brands are an extension of me. They're close to me. It's not like running GM[image: External link], where there's no emotional attachment."[113] Jay Z and Damon Dash[image: External link] are the founders of the urban clothing brand Rocawear[image: External link].[114] Rocawear has clothing lines and accessories for men, women and children. The line was taken over by Jay Z in early 2006 following a falling out with Dash. In March 2007, Jay Z sold the rights to the Rocawear brand to Iconix Brand Group[image: External link], for $204 million. He retains his stake in the company and continues to oversee the marketing, licensing and product development.[114][115] He also co-owns the 40/40 Club[image: External link], an upscale sports bar that started in New York City and has since expanded to Atlantic City[image: External link] and Chicago. In 2008, the 40/40 club in Las Vegas was closed down and bought back by the hotel after attendance steadily declined. Future plans will see 40/40 Clubs in Tokyo and Singapore.[116] In 2005, Jay Z became an investor in Carol's Daughter[image: External link], a line of beauty products, including products for hair, skin, and hands.[117] In September 2013, his stake in Barclays Center[image: External link] was sold for $1.5 million.[118]

Jay Z serves as co-brand director for Budweiser Select and collaborates with the company on strategic marketing programs and creative ad development. He provides direction on brand programs and ads that appear on TV, radio, print, and high-profile events.[119] He is also yet to expand his 40/40 Club sports bar in as many as 20 airports, as he makes deals with his business partners, Juan and Desiree Perez.[120] He is a part-owner of the Brooklyn Nets[image: External link] NBA[image: External link] team, having paid a reported $4.5 million for his share, which declined in value to $350,000 in April 2013.[121] He encouraged the team's relocation to Brooklyn[image: External link]'s Barclays Center[image: External link] (from New Jersey[image: External link]) in the 2012–2013 season, at which point the team took on the Brooklyn Nets moniker.[122][123] In October 2005, he was reported in English media as considering buying a stake of Arsenal F.C.[image: External link], an English soccer team.[124] He has also invested in a real estate development venture called J Hotels which recently acquired a $66 million mid-block parcel in Chelsea, New York. Jay Z and his partners are contemplating constructing a high-end hotel or an art gallery building on the newly acquired site which has the potential to go up about twelve stories.[125] Through his conglomerate company Gain Global Investments Network LLC, he had an interest estimated between 2 and 7% in the Aqueduct Entertainment Group (AEG) consortium, which in January 2010 was awarded a contract to operate a 4,500 slot machine[image: External link] racino[image: External link] at the Aqueduct Race Track[image: External link]. Jay Z became interested in the project after New York Governor[image: External link] David Paterson[image: External link] who awarded the contract said there had to be an affirmative action[image: External link] component to the ownership. Jay Z initially approached by casino mogul Steve Wynn[image: External link] who was also bidding on the contract. On March 9, 2010, Jay Z and Flake withdrew from the project and Paterson recused[image: External link] himself from further involvement.[126][127]

On November 16, 2010, Jay Z published a memoir[image: External link] entitled Decoded.[128][129]

In April 2011, it was widely reported that Jay Z had outbid executives at Universal Records[image: External link] and Jive Records[image: External link] to acquire independent record label Block Starz Music[image: External link].[130][131][132]

Jay Z is also credited as the executive producer of the basketball video game NBA 2K13[image: External link], where he worked on the look and feel of the game along with its soundtrack.[133]

On April 2, 2013, ESPN[image: External link] Jay Z launched his own sports agency, Roc Nation Sports, with a focus on the representations of various professional athletes. The sport management[image: External link] group will work as partners with Creative Artists Agency[image: External link]. In conjunction with the agency's launch, New York Yankees[image: External link]'s second baseman Robinson Cano[image: External link] left agent Scott Boras[image: External link] to sign with the company. Sources have mentioned that Jay Z himself is planning to be a certified sports agent, first in baseball and eventually in basketball and football. In order to represent clients in basketball, he would have to give up his small share of the Brooklyn Nets[image: External link].[134][135] On April 18, 2013 Jay Z officially announced through his Life + Times website in a press release that he will be relinquishing his ownership in the Brooklyn Nets.[136] The shares were eventually sold to singer, rapper, actor and entrepreneur Wilber Pan[image: External link], making Wilber the first American of Taiwanese descent to own a US professional sports franchise.[137][138] Jay Z's cited Wilber's athletic background (he was a team captain of his high school basketball team and played in college), his multitude of musical styles, his influence in the Taiwanese American community, and his business acumen and portfolio (including being the founder and chief executive of software company Camigo Media and a co-founder of streetwear boutique N.P.C [New Project Center]), as reasons why his bid was successful.[137][138]

In 2014, Jay Z invested $200 million in Armand de Brignac[image: External link] champagne owned Sovereign Brands, a New York-based wine and spirits company for a 100 percent stake, making it the second alcoholic product acquisition in his financial investment portfolio.[139][140][141] The brand is known for its popularity with high-profile artists as being the gold bottles often referred to in media.[142][143][144][145][146][147] His ties to the company date back to 2006, and he received millions of dollars per year for his association with Armand de Brignac before he bought the entire company.[148]

In March 2015, Jay Z completed the $56 million acquisition of Aspiro, a Norwegian media technology company that operates the subscription-based music streaming service Tidal, which has been in operation since October 2014.[149] The music service was acquired through his company Project Panther Bidco Ltd.[image: External link] (an entity indirectly owned by Jay-Z's S. Carter Enterprises a company holding interests in leading international music, media and entertainment companies).[150][151] The acquisition was completed with the help of Mooreland Partners, a leading global technology-focused M&A advisory firm, which acted as financial advisor to Aspiro.[152] The music service combines lossless audio and high definition music videos with curated editorial. The main idea of the service is to bring major revenue streams back to the music artists themselves as the idea of an artist-owned streaming platform was stated as to "restore the value to music by launching a service owned by artists." Jay Z currently is a major shareholder in the company.[153][154]

Parlux fragrances sued Jay Z for $18 million for the failure of Jay Z's cologne, Gold. They claim the cologne's failure is due to Jay Z not doing social media posts and interviews about the cologne. Parlux claims they projected selling $15 million the first year and $35 million the second and subsequent years after the launch. The fragrance sold $14 million the first year and $6.1 million the second.[155] Parlux supposedly lost money on the venture and have had constant returns of unsold inventory.[156]

In July 2015, Carter invested $20 million in JetSmarter[image: External link], an app that lets people book private executive plane rides in seconds. The app was built by 27-year-old entrepreneur Sergey Petrossev.[157]

Jay-Z collaborated with Cohiba[image: External link] to launch his own cigars.[158]

He signed a two-year exclusive film and TV Deal with Weinstein Company[image: External link] and with the deal gives them first-look options to create scripted and unscripted TV projects and film projects, and those projects were in works.[159] As part of his deal with Weinstein company, he produced a documentary series on the life of Kalief Browder who was imprisoned for three years and committed suicide upon his release. He also addressed racial profiling and police brutality in a conscious manner.[160]
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See also: Beyoncé - Family[image: External link]


Jay Z is married to American R&B singer Beyoncé. In 2002, Jay Z and Beyoncé collaborated for the song "'03 Bonnie & Clyde". Jay Z also appeared on Beyoncé's hit single "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" as well as "That's How You Like It" from her debut album Dangerously in Love. On her second album, B'Day, he made appearances on the 2006 hits, "Déjà Vu" and "Upgrade U[image: External link]". In the video for the latter song, she comically imitates his appearance.[162] The couple generally avoids discussing their relationship. Beyoncé has stated that she believes that not publicly discussing their relationship has helped them. Jay Z said in a People article, "We don't play with our relationship."[163] They kept a low profile while dating, and married in April 2008.[23] It became a matter of public record on April 22, 2008,[164] but Beyoncé did not publicly debut her $5 million Lorraine Schwartz[image: External link]-designed wedding ring until the Fashion Rocks concert on September 5, 2008 in New York City.[165]

Beyoncé and Jay Z were listed as the most powerful couple for TIME magazine's 100 most influential people of 2006.[166] In January 2009, Forbes ranked them as Hollywood's top-earning couple, with a combined total of $162 million.[167] They also made it to the top of the list the following year, with a combined total of $122 million between June 2008 and June 2009.[167]

At the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], Beyoncé revealed that she was pregnant with their first child[168][169] and on January 7, 2012, she gave birth to their daughter, named Blue Ivy Carter, at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York.[170] On January 9, 2012, Jay Z released "Glory", a song dedicated to their child, on his social website LifeandTimes.com.[171] The song detailed the couple's pregnancy struggles, including a miscarriage Beyoncé suffered before becoming pregnant with their daughter.[171] Because Blue's cries were included at the end of the song and she was officially credited on the song as "B.I.C", at 2 days old she became the youngest person ever to appear on a Billboard chart when "Glory" debuted on Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs at number 74.[172]
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On December 1, 1999, Jay Z, who had come to believe that record executive Lance "Un" Rivera was behind the bootlegging of Vol. 3..., allegedly stabbed Rivera at the release party for Q-Tip[image: External link]'s album Amplified[image: External link] at the Kit Kat Klub, a now-defunct night club in Times Square[image: External link], New York City. Jay Z's associates at the party were accused of causing a commotion within the club, which Jay Z allegedly used as cover when he supposedly stabbed Rivera in the stomach with a five-inch (127 mm) blade.[173] He surrendered to police the following evening and was placed under arrest, although he was soon released on $50,000 bail[image: External link].[174][175] When he was indicted in Manhattan Criminal Court[image: External link] in late January 2000, he pleaded not guilty; he and his lawyers contended that they had witnesses and videotapes proving he had been nowhere near Rivera during the incident. Nevertheless, he later pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor[image: External link] and accepted a three-year probation[image: External link] sentence.[176]

Jay Z later addressed the case in his 2010 book Decoded:


One night I went to Q-Tip's solo album release party and at some point in the night, I ran into the guy everyone's been telling me is behind the bootleg. So I approached him. When I told him what I suspected, to my surprise, he got real loud with me right there in the middle of the club. It was strange. We separated and I went over to the bar. I was sitting there like, "No the fuck this nigga did not....." I was talking to people, but I was really talking to myself out loud, just in a state of shock. Before I even realized what I was doing, I headed back over to him, but this time I was blacking out with anger. The next thing I knew, all hell had broken loose in the club. That night the guy went straight to the police and I was indicted...

There was no reason to put my life on the line, and the lives of everyone who depends on me, because of a momentary loss of control..... I vowed to never allow myself to be in a situation like that again.[177]
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During his retirement, Jay Z also became involved in philanthropic activity. In 2003, Jay Z, together with his mother, founded The Shawn Carter Foundation, which has assisted eligible students facing socio-economic hardships through college.[178] On August 9, 2006, he met with United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan[image: External link] at the organization's headquarters in New York City. The rapper pledged to use his upcoming world tour to raise awareness of and combat global water shortage[image: External link]. Already on the look-out for a way to, in his own words, "become helpful", he had been made aware of this issue during a visit to Africa by Bono[image: External link] from the rock group U2[image: External link].[179] The effort took place in partnership with the UN,[180] as well as MTV, which produced a documentary entitled Diary of Jay Z: Water for Life, first airing in November 2006.[181] Along with Sean "Diddy" Combs[image: External link], Jay Z pledged $1 million to the American Red Cross[image: External link]' relief effort after Hurricane Katrina.[182] Jay Z stated his support for Kanye West after the latter's outburst against President Bush[image: External link] during a live Katrina charity telethon[image: External link].[183] He also addressed the issue of the Katrina disaster[image: External link], and the government's response, in his one verse song "Minority Report[image: External link]".[184]

Jay Z has previously stated in a song that "the greatest form of giving is anonymous to anonymous" and, in 2013, it was revealed by author dream hampton[image: External link], who co-wrote Jay Z's book Decoded[image: External link], that he quietly established a trust fund for Sean Bell[image: External link]'s children.[185]
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In 2006, Jay Z appeared with Russell Simmons[image: External link] in a PSA combatting racism and anti-Semitism organized by the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding[image: External link].[186] By 2008, Jay Z was actively involved in the 2008 presidential campaign, where he supported increased voter participation and helped send voters to polling stations.[187] He was an early supporter for the candidacy of Illinois senator and subsequent U.S. president Barack Obama[image: External link], performing for free in voter-drive concerts financed by the Democrats' campaign.[188] He also became acquainted with Obama himself, who stated "Every time I talk to Jay-Z, who is a brilliant talent and a good guy, I enjoy how he thinks. That's somebody who is going to start branching out and can help shape attitudes in a real positive way."[189] During the 2010 mid-term elections[image: External link]' campaign, Jay Z appeared, along with other artists, in an ad prepared by the HeadCount[image: External link] organization, urging voters, and especially younger ones, to register and vote.[190] In May 2012, Jay Z announced his endorsement of President Obama's support of same-sex marriage[191] and participated in his re-election campaign.[192]

Musician and civil rights[image: External link] activist Harry Belafonte[image: External link] has been openly critical of Jay Z and Beyoncé in their relatively safe political stances, saying that they "have turned their back on social responsibility" in an interview with the Hollywood Reporter.[193] A Syracuse University[image: External link] finance professor[194] also gave similar opinions, pointing to Jay Z's only giving $6,000 to charity after making $63 million in 2012. He also voiced that the hip-hop mogul likely would never have come out in support of gay marriage had President Obama not first taken the initiative.[195]

In the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Jay Z and Beyonce supported presidential candidate Hillary Clinton at her rally in Cleveland. Clinton praised Jay Z for addressing racism, oppression, and the criminal justice system.
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Main articles: Jay Z albums discography[image: External link], Jay Z songs discography[image: External link], and Jay Z videography[image: External link]



	Solo studio albums




	
Reasonable Doubt[image: External link] (1996)

	
In My Lifetime, Vol. 1[image: External link] (1997)

	
Vol. 2... Hard Knock Life[image: External link] (1998)

	
Vol. 3... Life and Times of S. Carter[image: External link] (1999)

	
The Dynasty: Roc La Familia[image: External link] (2000)

	
The Blueprint[image: External link] (2001)

	
The Blueprint2: The Gift & The Curse (2002)

	
The Black Album[image: External link] (2003)

	
Kingdom Come[image: External link] (2006)

	
American Gangster[image: External link] (2007)

	
The Blueprint 3[image: External link] (2009)

	
Magna Carta Holy Grail[image: External link] (2013)




	Collaborative albums




	
The Best of Both Worlds[image: External link] (with R. Kelly[image: External link]) (2002)

	
Unfinished Business[image: External link] (with R. Kelly) (2004)

	
Collision Course[image: External link] (with Linkin Park[image: External link]) (2004)

	
Watch the Throne[image: External link] (with Kanye West) (2011)
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Streets Is Watching[image: External link] (1998)

	
Backstage[image: External link] (2000)

	
State Property[image: External link] (2002)

	
Paper Soldiers[image: External link] (2002)

	
Fade to Black[image: External link] (2004)

	
Made in America[image: External link] (2013, documentary)

	
Annie[image: External link] (2014, producer)
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	Hard Knock Life Tour (1999)[196]


	
Blueprint Lounge Tour[image: External link] (2001)[197]


	
American Gangster Live[image: External link] (2007)

	
Jay-Z Fall Tour[image: External link] (2009)

	
Magna Carter World Tour[image: External link] (2013–14)
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 Co-Headlining





	Rock the Mic (with 50 Cent) (2003)[198]


	
Best of Both Worlds Tour[image: External link] (with R. Kelly[image: External link]) (2004)

	
Heart of the City Tour[image: External link] (with Mary J. Blige) (2008)

	
Jay-Z & Ciara Live[image: External link] (with Ciara[image: External link]) (2009)

	
The Home & Home Tour[image: External link] (with Eminem) (2010)

	
Watch the Throne Tour[image: External link] (with Kanye West) (2011–12)

	
Legends of the Summer[image: External link] (with Justin Timberlake) (2013)

	
On the Run Tour (with Beyoncé) (2014)
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	No Way Out Tour (with Puff Daddy[image: External link] & Bad Boy Records[image: External link]) (1997)[199]


	
Projekt Revolution 2008 Europe[image: External link] (with Linkin Park[image: External link]) (2008)

	
Viva la Vida Tour[image: External link] (with Coldplay[image: External link]) (2008) [200]


	
U2 360 Tour[image: External link] (with U2[image: External link]) (2009–11)
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Decoded by Jay-Z (2010: Spiegel & Grau[image: External link], 336 pages) ISBN 978-1-4000-6892-0[image: External link]. Part memoir and part a collection of Jay-Z lyrics with the stories behind them.[201]
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Jay Z[image: External link]
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Tina Knowles





Célestine "Tina" Beyincé-Lawson[1][2] ( née[image: External link] Beyincé, formerly Knowles; born January 4, 1954) is an American businesswoman and fashion designer known for her House of Deréon and Miss Tina by Tina Knowles fashion brands. She is the mother of singers Beyoncé and Solange Knowles, and was previously married to Mathew Knowles[image: External link], the manager of Destiny's Child as well as Beyoncé and Kelly Rowland until 2011.
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Knowles was born Célestine Ann Beyincé in Galveston, Texas[image: External link], on January 4, 1954, the daughter of Lumis Albert Beyincé and Agnes Derouen, the youngest of seven children.[3][1][4] Her ancestry is Louisiana Creole of color[image: External link]. Her family roots are from Iberia Parish, Louisiana.[2][5] She is a descendant of Acadian leader Joseph Broussard.[6] She married Mathew Knowles on January 5, 1980 in Galveston, Texas. She filed for divorce from Mathew Knowles in 2009, stating "discord or conflict of personalities" which prevented them from "reasonable expectation of reconciliation" as the reason. The divorce was finalized in December 2011.[7] Knowles has two grandchildren; granddaughter Blue Ivy Carter from Beyoncé and grandson Daniel Julez J. Smith, Jr from Solange.[6][8] While in high school, Tina Knowles was part of a singing group called the Veltones, inspired by The Supremes.[1]

Knowles started dating actor Richard Lawson[image: External link] in the summer of 2013.[9] The couple were married on April 12, 2015.[10] This marriage made her stepmother to Lawson's daughter, actress Bianca Lawson[image: External link].
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 Career




Tina Knowles started her career at 19 when she relocated to California to work as a makeup artist for Shiseido[image: External link]. However, she returned home when her parents fell ill.[3] Knowles worked as a beautician[image: External link] until 1990 when she opened the salon Headliners, located in Houston.[1] The salon went on to become one of the most famous hair businesses in Houston.[11] Tina's rise to prominence came as costume designer for Destiny's Child. In the early days of her daughter's career, when money was limited, she created outfits that the members wore on-stage and to events.[11][12] In 2002, she published a book titled Destiny's Style: Bootylicious Fashion, Beauty and Lifestyle Secrets From Destiny's Child in which she discussed how fashion affected Destiny's Child's success. The book was published through the company HarperCollins[image: External link].[13]

In 2004, Tina Knowles launched the clothing line House of Deréon alongside Beyoncé named after Agnes Deréon.[8] On November 22, 2010, Knowles appeared with Beyoncé on The View[image: External link] to promote her clothing line called "Miss Tina by Tina Knowles".[14] In 2009, she expanded the line to Walmart[image: External link] after it was previously being sold on the Home Shopping Network[image: External link].[8] Discussing her style of designing for the line, Knowles revealed she aimed to "hide flaws and create a slimming silhouette", adding, "Everything is created like a foundation garment, even the dresses. The pieces are designed to make the woman look leaner and taller."[8] In early 2010, Tina Knowles again collaborated with Beyoncé to open the Beyoncé Cosmetology Center at the Phoenix House in Brooklyn.[8]
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Solange Knowles





Solange Piaget Knowles (/soU'la:nZ /[image: External link]; born June 24, 1986)[4] is an American singer, songwriter, model and actress. Expressing an interest in music from an early age, Knowles had several temporary stints in Destiny's Child, before signing with her father Mathew Knowles[image: External link]'s Music World Entertainment[image: External link] label. At age 16, Knowles released her first studio album Solo Star[image: External link] (2002). Between 2005 and 2007, Knowles had several minor acting roles, including the direct-to-video Bring It On: All or Nothing[image: External link] (2006) and continued writing music for her older sister Beyoncé Knowles-Carter[image: External link] and for ex-Destiny's Child band members Kelly Rowland and Michelle Williams.

In 2007, Knowles began to record music again. Her second studio album Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams[image: External link] (2008) deviated from the pop-oriented music of her debut to the Motown Sound of the 1960s and 1970s. It peaked at number nine on US Billboard 200 and received positive reviews from critics. She followed this up with the 1980s[image: External link] pop and R&B–inspired extended play True[image: External link] (2012) on Columbia Records and her imprint Saint Records[image: External link]. Her third studio album, A Seat at the Table[image: External link] (2016) became her first number-one album in the United States. The album's first single, "Cranes in the Sky[image: External link]" won the Grammy for Best R&B Performance. In December 2016, Billboard magazine ranked her as the 100th most successful dance artist of all-time.[5]

Knowles is heavily influenced by Motown[image: External link] girl groups[image: External link] and says that her first passion is songwriting. She is frequently compared by the media to her sister, Beyoncé, but Solange insists they have different aspirations and are musically different. Her other ventures include an endorsement deal with Rimmel London[image: External link] and a line of hip-hop-oriented merchandise for young children. On November 16, 2014, Knowles married music video director Alan Ferguson[image: External link] in New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link].[6]
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Knowles was born in Houston, Texas, to Mathew Knowles[image: External link] and Tina Lawson. Solange's older sister is singer Beyoncé. Her father, originally from Alabama, is African American, and her mother, originally from southern Louisiana[image: External link], is Creole (with African, Native American, French, and 1/32 Irish ancestry).[7][8][9] Her maternal grandparents are Lumis Beyincé and Agnéz Deréon[image: External link], (a seamstress[image: External link]). She is also a descendant of Acadian[image: External link] leader Joseph Broussard.[10] As a child, Knowles studied dance and theater. At the age of five, she made her singing debut at an amusement park. She began writing songs at the age of nine.[11] At 13, she decided to pursue recording, but her parents initially advised her to wait. At the age of 15 Knowles replaced a departed dancer and performed with her sister's group Destiny's Child on tour.[12] During the group's opening stint for American pop singer Christina Aguilera[image: External link]'s tour, Knowles temporarily replaced Destiny's Child member Kelly Rowland after she broke her toes backstage during a costume change.[13] When Knowles was 16, her father, who was then also her manager, signed her to his recording company, Music World Entertainment, along with Columbia.
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 2001–2003: Early career and Solo Star




Managed by her father Mathew, Knowles's first time into the music business was in 2001 as the lead singer, backed with Destiny's Child, on the title theme song for the animated television series The Proud Family[image: External link].[14] She also was a featured performer on "Hey Goldmember" for the soundtrack to the 2002 film Austin Powers in Goldmember,[14] as well as a backup singer on the track "Little Drummer Boy" on her sister's group's 2001 holiday album 8 Days of Christmas.[15] In 2002, she was featured on Lil Romeo[image: External link]'s second studio album Game Time[image: External link], singing portions of Luther Vandross-penned "So Amazing" on the single "True Love", and on Rowland's debut solo album Simply Deep[image: External link], for which she also wrote the title track and "Alone". In 2001 she also appeared as Lil' Bow Wow's[image: External link] date in the music video for his single "Puppy Love[image: External link]".[16] She also made an appearance on The Master of Disguise[image: External link] soundtrack and made cameos in Play[image: External link]'s video for "M.A.S.T.E.R. (Part II)" featuring Lil' Fizz[image: External link].

In 2002, she lent her voice for the character Chanel, the cousin of the protagonist Penny Proud[image: External link], in the episode "Behind Family Lines" to the animated television series The Proud Family.[17] In June 2003, Mathew Knowles excitedly announced that he was considering adding Solange to Destiny's Child when the group reunited in 2004, thus turning them into a quartet for the first time since short-lived member Farrah Franklin left in 2000. Mathew Knowles said he was testing the reactions, and, judging by what he had heard, "it seems like a good idea".[18] Later in August, however, Beyoncé said it was only a rumor and Destiny's Child would remain a trio. Rowland added, "She's a solo star," name-dropping[image: External link] Knowles's debut album.[19]

At the age of 14, Solange Knowles started working on her debut album Solo Star[image: External link],[20] which involved American producers such as Jermaine Dupri[image: External link], The Neptunes[image: External link], Linda Perry[image: External link] and Timbaland[image: External link] among others. The album is primarily uptempo R&B, although Knowles said there are pop, rock[image: External link], reggae[image: External link] and hip hop influences.[14][15] Knowles co-wrote and co-produced some of the 15 tracks in the album,[21] including its lead single, "Feelin' You (Part II)[image: External link]". The song failed to enter the Billboard Hot 100, but reached number three on both the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Singles Sales[image: External link] and Hot Dance Music/Maxi-Singles Sales[image: External link] chart.[22][23] Solo Star was released on January 21, 2003 in the United States, where it debuted at number 49 on the Billboard 200 and reached number 23 on the Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] chart.[24][25] Solo Star had a mixed critical reception: William Ruhlmann of AllMusic called it a "state-of-the-art contemporary R&B album", but deemed Knowles "lost somewhere in the mix".[26] By mid-2008, the album had sold 112,000 copies domestically according to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link].[25]
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 2004–2008: Films and Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams




In 2004, she guest starred in the episode "The Catch" of the sitcom One on One[image: External link]. Knowles appeared as a teenager in the 2004 comedy film[image: External link] Johnson Family Vacation[image: External link], starring alongside American actors Cedric the Entertainer[image: External link], Vanessa Williams[image: External link] and Bow Wow[image: External link].[19] She provided a song for its soundtrack—" Freedom[image: External link]", a collaboration with the Houston-based funk-jazz band Drop Trio[image: External link]. Although the reviews were generally negative, Knowles earned praise from Variety magazine: "Solange Knowles is nearly as dazzling as big sister Beyoncé and does little more than smile winningly in her first bigscreen outing."[27] In 2006, she starred as a cheerleading captain in the film Bring It On: All or Nothing[image: External link], the third installment of the Bring It On series, alongside American actress and singer Hayden Panettiere[image: External link]. What little critical reaction the low-budget, direct-to-DVD[image: External link] movie got was negative,[28] and Knowles was described as an "affordable young starlet".[29] Knowles uses her full name for her acting, rather than just the first name she uses when singing; for Bring It On: All or Nothing, she was billed as Solange Knowles-Smith,[30] reflecting her married state at the time.

After the release of her debut album, Knowles started acting in films followed by a career break.[31] While she was married, her family moved to Idaho[image: External link], and, while staying there, resumed writing songs including the singles "Get Me Bodied" and "Upgrade U[image: External link]" from her sister's second solo album, B'Day.[31][32] Knowles earned the R&B and Hip-Hop Song accolade for "Get Me Bodied" at the 2008 ASCAP Awards[image: External link].[33] She had also written songs for Destiny's Child, and members Rowland and Michelle Williams.[12] In 2004, while pregnant with son Daniel, she made a cameo appearance[image: External link] in Destiny's Child's music video for "Soldier".[34]

After the divorce, Knowles returned to Houston to begin working on her second album. Knowles renewed her management, signing a record deal with Geffen[image: External link] and a publishing deal with EMI[image: External link].[35][36] Knowles finished working on her second studio album in 2008 and titled the project Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams[image: External link]. It includes production by CeeLo Green[image: External link], Soulshock & Karlin[image: External link] and Mark Ronson as well as an appearance by Bilal[image: External link]. A collection of 1960s and 1970s influenced songs,[37] it is seen as a departure from her pop-oriented debut,[38][39] with what Billboard magazine called "more of a modern twist on hip-hop and R&B flecked with tinges of blues and jazz".[25] The album was released on August 26, 2008 in the United States. By December 2008, the album had sold over 114,000 copies according to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link].[40] The album was positively received by critics,[41] some of whom considered it far better than her debut.[42] The album's lead single, "I Decided[image: External link]", was released in April 2008, and reached the top of the Billboard Hot Dance Club Play[image: External link] chart;[40] Rolling Stone magazine labelled it her breakthrough single.[43] In support of the album, Knowles began the Solange Presents Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams Tour in Britain in November 2008.[44] Knowles also co-wrote "Scared of Lonely" and "Why Don't You Love Me[image: External link]" for her sister's third studio album I Am... Sasha Fierce.

Knowles announced, via her blog HadleyStreetJournal.com, that she would be releasing a series of mixtapes[image: External link] to coincide with the album. The first mixtape, I Can't Get Clearance..., includes the leaked track "Fuck the Industry (Signed Sincerely)[image: External link]". On this record, Knowles expressed her views on the current state of the music industry. The lyrics to the song name check some major artists such as Mary J. Blige, Ashanti[image: External link], Keyshia Cole[image: External link], and Beyoncé, although she made a point of stating that it does not have "a negative light to any of [them]".[45] The mixtape was never released, but Solange released "Fuck the Industry (Signed Sincerely)" as a single in 2010.
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 2009–2014: True EP and Saint Records




In an interview with MTV in 2009, Knowles revealed that she was determining the type of sound for the follow-up to Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams[image: External link].[46] Knowles also parted ways with the Interscope-Geffen-A&M[image: External link] record label group. She would now release her third studio album independently.[47] Early in 2010, Knowles traveled to Australia to work with Australian rock band, Midnight Juggernauts[image: External link] on her third studio album.[48] Knowles had planned to release the album in summer as revealed on her official Twitter account in 2009.[49] She also revealed on her Twitter account that she rented a house in Santa Barbara, California[image: External link] to get into a certain state of mind while writing and making music.[50] On May 7, 2010, Knowles made a guest appearance on the popular children show, Yo Gabba Gabba![image: External link] for a "Mothers Day Special" where she performed an original song called "Momma Loves Baby".[51][52][53]

In an interview with Vibe on July 7, 2010, Knowles said she suffered "a little bit of a breakdown[image: External link]" while recording her new album: "I literally gave up my sanity for a while to do this record. [...] We literally were waking up in the morning and just making music all day and all night. [...] It just started to wear on me in so many different ways. I started having these crazy panic attacks[image: External link]." Knowles explained how she made sacrifices "mentally, emotionally and financially", and continued, "It's more than an album to me. It's a transitional time in my life." Regarding the musical direction of the album, she said the inspiration came from new wave[image: External link] and stated, "This is a dance[image: External link] record, but the lyrics can get pretty dark at times."[54] The singer has also worked on songs with Chromeo[image: External link] and long-time collaborator Pharrell Williams.

In September 2012, Solange released a teaser video for "Losing You[image: External link]", which was announced as the lead single from her third studio album. This release marked Solange's first release as a signee of the independent label Terrible Records[image: External link].[55] The video was shot in Cape Town, South Africa in early September 2012. Knowles revealed in an interview that her mother Tina Knowles had paid for Solange and her friends to fly out and record the video as her birthday gift. On October 24, 2012, Knowles held a listening party in New York City for her EP True[image: External link], released for digital download on iTunes November 27, 2012.[56] The CD and vinyl was made available January 8, 2013. Following the EP's release, Solange appeared on the cover of The Fader magazine's 84th issue.[57]

On May 14, 2013, Knowles announced that she had launched her own record label named Saint Records, which she will be using to release her third full-length album and future music projects distributed through Sony[image: External link].[3] Solange also collaborated with The Lonely Island[image: External link] on the song "Semicolon" which was featured as part of YouTube's Comedy Week and is featured on The Lonely Island's album, The Wack Album[image: External link]. On November 11, 2013, Knowles's record label released its first compilation album, Saint Heron[image: External link].
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 2015–present: A Seat at the Table




On May 15, 2015 Knowles performed "Rise" for the first time at an HBO-sponsored event, which was inspired by police killings in Ferguson[image: External link] and Baltimore[image: External link] and the subsequent protests.[58] In July 2015, Knowles announced that her third studio album was nearly complete. On her thirtieth birthday, June 24, 2016, she stated that she completed A Seat at the Table[image: External link], her third studio album three days before her birthday, on June 21, 2016.[59] The album was released on September 30, 2016, to widespread critical acclaim.[60] It became her first number-one album in the United States. This made her and Beyoncé the first sisters to have both had US number-one albums in a calendar year.[61]
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 Artistry
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 Music and influences




Knowles cites as her influences Motown[image: External link] girl groups[image: External link] such as The Supremes and The Marvelettes[image: External link], and Martha Reeves[image: External link], lead singer of Martha and the Vandellas[image: External link].[12] She also listened to the music of English pop singer Dusty Springfield[image: External link], and according to Knowles, her "greatest music influence" is her mother, Tina Knowles, who was a one-time member of the 1960s harmony group The Veltones, she is also heavily influenced by the late great Aaliyah, whom influenced A Seat At The Table.[12] Knowles says her first passion is writing songs. Her early writings were vastly inspired by the writing style of French poet Paul Verlaine. She has been doing this since she was nine years old, and has collaborated with a number of songwriters and producers.[11]

On her debut album, Knowles had no control over which kinds of music to produce, because "when you're 14, everyone else is older and more seasoned and you trust their decisions".[20] Knowles was more concerned with pleasing her record label by submitting to their desires.[36] Her musical influences were better expressed on Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams, when she considered herself mature and was able to write and produce songs as she wished, without worrying about the expectations of others.[20] Knowles's lyrics tackle relationships, world issues, and deceased friends,[36][64] with her second album focusing on events in her life, such as marriage, divorce, and parenthood.[36] The album touched upon a variety of genres including pop-soul[image: External link],[65] psychedelic soul[image: External link],[66] electronica[image: External link],[67] and R&B.[68] Knowles's debut extended play True[image: External link] is a new wave[image: External link] album with Knowles stating, "This is a dance[image: External link] record, but the lyrics can get pretty dark at times."[54] Knowles described the EP as "eclectic with 1980s references and African percussion influences." Sonically the extended play is influenced by the keyboard sounds and beats of early 1980s pop and R&B music.[69] The extended play was recorded in five cities including Santa Barbara[image: External link], Los Angeles, Houston, New York, and on the German autobahn.[70]

Aside from recording, Knowles occasionally paints as her hobby: "I think that painting, for me, is such an affirmative expression in that sometimes you don't know what the outcome is gonna be and each stroke and each brush for me is an emotion and, in the end, it comes out as a piece which is the most amazing thing. ... It definitely provides a different outlet."[38]
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 Public image




Knowles has always been compared by the media to her sister, Beyoncé, whom she considers one of her role models. She has expressed her opinion of the comparison in the lyrics to "God Given Name": "I'm not her and never will be"[20][71] — which was purposely set as the album's opening track to show their differences.[72] In his review for the album, Jody Rosen of Rolling Stone magazine referred to the lyrics as a declaration of independence.[73] In an interview with the Daily Mail[image: External link], Knowles commented: "People think there should be this great rivalry between us, but there's never been any competition. There's a big age gap and we are two very different characters."[12][36] Beyoncé was unwilling to bring her sister into the recording industry, reasoning that it "involves a lot of pressure". Knowles countered by saying, "It's good to have her advice, but we really have different goals".[20]

In January '17, Beyonce[image: External link] interviewed Solange for "Interview" magazine and discussed the effect of "A Seat at The Table."[image: External link] Beyonce[image: External link] recalling the week leading up too the release of the first single. The sisters exchange is a testimony oon the hard Solnage puts into her craft. [74]

In recent years, Solange has also garnered considerable attention as a fashion icon. Her knack for bold colors, mixed prints and retro[image: External link] styles as well as her knack for glamorous, fashion forward looks in her music videography and public appearances has become integral to her current image. She has been photographed wearing Alexander Wang[image: External link], Alexander McQueen[image: External link] and Chanel[image: External link]. The music video for her 2012 single "Losing You" featured a heavy demonstration of the contemporary sartorial movement throughout Africa, La Sape[image: External link]. Similarly, her decision to grow her natural hair[image: External link] initially generated strong reactions from the public. Since trimming off her straightened hair, her nostalgic and modern afro[image: External link] hairstyles have captured the attention of the media and the public alike.[75]
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 Other ventures




Knowles has been promoting Baby Jamz, a hip hop-styled toy line for pre-schoolers.[32][76] It was inspired by her son, Julez, who is fond of hip hop music.[36] She is the executive producer of the CD, composed of updated hip hop inspired nursery rhymes, which is featured in all of the toys.[32]

In 2008, Knowles was named as ambassador for Giorgio Armani[image: External link]'s younger diffusion line, Armani Jeans. Armani said Knowles epitomizes the style, which is a "vision of a young, independent, casual lifestyle with a strong and cool, fashion sensibility".[77]

Also, Knowles has been known for her work in the award-winning children's television show, Yo Gabba Gabba![image: External link]. She performed "Momma Loves Baby" during the live performance when it toured the Dallas–Fort Worth[image: External link] area. She also performed "Mama Loves Baby" during a 2010 episode called "Baby".

In 2011, Knowles along with Alejandra Ramos Munoz and Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], was announced as the new face of Rimmel London[image: External link].[78] In February 2012, Solange became Vogue.com's Today I'm Wearing[image: External link] guest blogger sharing a photograph of her outfits daily for one month.

In 2016 Solange is Michael Kors[image: External link]'s new face for his fashion works.[79]
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 House of Deréon




Knowles and sister Beyoncé model for their family's clothing line, House of Deréon, named after their grandmother, Agnéz Deréon. She also helped launch Deréon, a junior apparel collection and a sister line to House of Deréon.[80] Both sisters model for Deréon, and are featured in most of Deréon's marketing campaigns. Together they were featured in a "Got Milk?[image: External link]" campaign ad, while still wearing House of Deréon.
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 Personal life




Knowles married Daniel Smith in February 2004 when she was 17 and he was 19.[36][81] On October 18, 2004, Knowles gave birth to their son, Daniel Julez J. Smith, Jr.[82] Knowles has partly expressed regret that she bore a child at an early age, but calls her son the greatest unplanned blessing. A song she wrote for her baby, "6 O'Clock Blues", was included on Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams.[64] After Daniel Julez's birth, the family moved to Moscow, Idaho[image: External link], where Knowles's husband continued studying in college.[39] In October 2007, Solange confirmed in an interview with Essence magazine that she and Smith had divorced. They co-parent the child.[12][36] After the divorce, Knowles and her child moved to Los Angeles, California, where they established their new home.[38] In August 2013, Knowles announced that she and her son were moving to New Orleans, Louisiana.

On May 12, 2014, TMZ[image: External link] released security video footage of Solange physically assaulting brother-in-law Jay Z and being restrained by a security guard in an elevator at The Standard, High Line[image: External link], in Manhattan, following the 2014 Met Gala[image: External link]. Jay Z remained passive and did not retaliate while Solange's sister Beyoncé, who was also present, did not react to either party throughout the altercation.[83] The footage and story went viral[image: External link], however the reason for the altercation remains unknown.[84] Matthew Knowles, however, has hinted that the incident may have been faked for attention, saying: "So you sometimes have to ignite that tour. It's called a Jedi mind trick. The Jedi mind trick fools you a lot...all I know is the Jedi mind trick. Everyone's talking about it. Ticket sales went up. Solange's album sales went up 200%!"[85] It is also rumored the cause to be Jay Z's infidelity, which Beyonce speaks about in her album "Lemonade". [86]

On November 16, 2014, Knowles married music video director Alan Ferguson[image: External link] in New Orleans, Louisiana.[6][87]
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 Discography




Main article: Solange Knowles discography[image: External link]



	
Solo Star[image: External link] (2002)

	
Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams[image: External link] (2008)

	
A Seat at the Table[image: External link] (2016)
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 Tours




Headlining


	Solo Star Tour (2003)

	The Art of Love Tour (2008)

	Solange Presents Sol-Angel and the Hadley St. Dreams Tour (2008)

	
True Promo Tour[image: External link] (2012)

	A Seat by the Table Tour (2017)



Supporting


	
Simply Deeper Tour[image: External link] (2003)
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Johnson Family Vacation[image: External link]
	Nikki Johnson
	



	2006
	Bring It On: All or Nothing[image: External link]
	Camille
	Credited as Solange Knowles-Smith
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	Intimate Portrait[image: External link]
	Herself
	1 episode



	2002
	The Proud Family[image: External link]
	Chanel



	Taina[image: External link]
	Rachel



	Taff[image: External link]
	Herself
	2 episodes



	2003
	Soul Train[image: External link]
	1 episode



	The 30th Annual American Music Awards[image: External link]
	Award show



	The Today Show[image: External link]
	1 episode



	The Brothers Garcia[image: External link]



	2004
	One on One[image: External link]
	Charlotte



	2005
	Listen Up![image: External link]
	Erika



	2008
	Ghost Whisperer[image: External link]
	Singer



	Lincoln Heights[image: External link]
	Herself



	2010
	Yo Gabba Gabba![image: External link]
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Result



	2003[image: External link]
	Soul Train Lady of Soul Award[image: External link]
	Best R&B/Soul or Rap Music Video[image: External link] ("Feelin' You[image: External link]")
	Nominated



	2008
	ASCAP Award
	Top R&B/Hip-Hop Song ("Get Me Bodied")
	Won



	2009[image: External link]
	BET Award[image: External link]
	Centric Award[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2009[image: External link]
	Soul Train Music Award[image: External link]
	Best R&B/Soul or Rap New Artist[image: External link]
	Nominated[88]



	2012
	The Golden Spin Award
	Celebrity DJ of the Year
	Nominated



	2013
	NME Award[image: External link]
	Dancefloor Anthem ("Losing You[image: External link]")
	Nominated



	O Music Award[image: External link]
	Must Follow Artist on Twitter
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Soul Train Music Award
	Centric Certified Award[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link]
	Urban Music Awards[image: External link]
	Best Album "A Seat at the Table"
	Nominated



	Best International Act
	Nominated



	2017
	Grammy Award
	Best R&B Performance ("Cranes in the Sky[image: External link]")
	Won



	2017[image: External link]
	Brit Awards[image: External link]
	International Female Solo Artist[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2017
	NAACP Image Award
	Outstanding Album[image: External link] (A Seat at the Table[image: External link])
	Nominated



	Outstanding Song[image: External link] ("Cranes in the Sky")
	Nominated



	Outstanding Female Artist[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Duo or Group[image: External link] (" Mad[image: External link]")
	Nominated



	Outstanding Music Video[image: External link] ("Cranes in the Sky")
	Nominated



	2017
	Webby Awards[image: External link][89]
	Artist of the Year
	Won



	2017
	NME Award[image: External link]
	Best International Female Artist
	Nominated



	2017[image: External link]
	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite New Artist
	Nominated
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Solange Knowles[image: External link] – Wikipedia book[image: External link]
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Contemporary R&B





For the parent genre, see rhythm and blues[image: External link].

Contemporary R&B, also known as simply R&B, is a music genre that combines elements of rhythm and blues[image: External link], soul, funk, pop, hip hop and dance[image: External link].

The genre features a distinctive record production[image: External link] style, drum machine[image: External link]-backed rhythms, an occasional saxophone[image: External link]-laced beat to give a jazz[image: External link] feel (mostly common in contemporary R&B songs prior to the year 1995) and a smooth, lush style of vocal arrangement. Electronic[image: External link] influences are becoming an increasing trend and the use of hip hop or dance[image: External link]-inspired beats are typical, although the roughness and grit inherent in hip hop may be reduced and smoothed out. Contemporary R&B vocalists are often known for their use of melisma[image: External link], popularized by vocalists such as Michael Jackson, R. Kelly[image: External link], Craig David[image: External link], Stevie Wonder[image: External link],[1] Whitney Houston[1][2][3] and Mariah Carey.[2][4][5]
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 History




Contemporary R&B originated at the end of the disco era, in the late 1970s, when Michael Jackson and Quincy Jones[image: External link] added more electronics elements to the black music sound of the time to create a smoother dancefloor-friendly sound.[6] The first result was Off the Wall[image: External link] (1979), that according to Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] from AllMusic, "was a visionary album, that found a way to break disco wide open into a new world where the beat was undeniable, but not the primary focus – it was part of a colorful tapestry of lush ballads and strings, smooth soul and pop, soft rock, and alluring funk".[7]

Richard J. Ripani wrote that Janet Jackson's Control[image: External link] (1986) was "important to the development of R&B for a number of reasons", as she and her producers, Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis[image: External link], "crafted a new sound that fuses the rhythmic elements of funk and disco, along with heavy doses of synthesizers, percussion, sound effects, and a rap music sensibility."[8] Ripani wrote that "the success of Control led to the incorporation of stylistic traits of rap over the next few years, and Janet Jackson was to continue to be one of the leaders in that development."[8] That same year, Teddy Riley[image: External link] began producing R&B recordings that included hip hop influences. This combination of R&B style and hip hop rhythms was termed new jack swing[image: External link] and was applied to artists such as Bobby Brown[image: External link], Keith Sweat[image: External link], Al B. Sure![image: External link], Guy[image: External link], Jodeci[image: External link] and Bell Biv DeVoe[image: External link].
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 1990s




In contrast to the works of Boyz II Men, Babyface[image: External link] and similar artists, other R&B artists and groups from this same period began adding even more of a hip-hop sound to their work, like the innovative group Jodeci[image: External link]. The synthesizer-heavy rhythm tracks of new jack swing were replaced by grittier East Coast hip hop[image: External link]-inspired backing tracks, resulting in a genre labeled hip hop soul[image: External link] by Mary J. Blige and producer Sean Combs[image: External link] who also had mentored group Jodeci[image: External link] in the beginning and helped them with their unique look. The style became less popular by the end of the 1990s, but later experienced a resurgence.

In 1990 Mariah Carey released Vision of Love as her debut single. It was immensely popular peaking at number 1 in many worldwide charts including the Billboard Hot 100, and it propelled Mariah's career. The song is usually said to have popularized the use of melisma[image: External link] and brought it in to mainstream R&B.

During the mid-1990s, Whitney Houston's The Bodyguard: Original Soundtrack Album[image: External link] sold over 40 million copies worldwide becoming the best-selling soundtrack of all time.[11] Janet Jackson's self-titled fifth studio album janet.[image: External link] (1993), which came after her historic multimillion-dollar contract with Virgin Records[image: External link], sold over twenty million copies worldwide.[12][13] Boyz II Men and Mariah Carey recorded several Billboard Hot 100 No. 1 hits, including "One Sweet Day[image: External link]", a collaboration between both acts, which became the longest-running No. 1 hit in Hot 100 history. Carey also released a remix of her 1995 single " Fantasy[image: External link]", with Ol' Dirty Bastard[image: External link] as a feature, a collaboration format that was unheard of at this point. Carey, Boyz II Men and TLC released albums in 1994 and 1995— Daydream[image: External link], II[image: External link] and CrazySexyCool[image: External link].

In the late 1990s, neo soul[image: External link], which added 1970s soul influences to the hip hop soul blend, arose, led by artists such as D'Angelo[image: External link], Erykah Badu[image: External link], Lauryn Hill and Maxwell[image: External link]. Hill and Missy Elliott further blurred the line between R&B and hip hop by recording both styles. Beginning in 1995, the Grammy Awards enacted the Grammy Award for Best R&B Album[image: External link], with II[image: External link] by Boyz II Men becoming the first recipient. The award was later received by TLC[image: External link] for CrazySexyCool[image: External link] in 1996, Tony Rich[image: External link] for Words in 1997, Erykah Badu[image: External link] for Baduizm[image: External link] in 1998 and Lauryn Hill for The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill[image: External link] in 1999. At the end of 1999, Billboard magazine ranked Mariah Carey and Janet Jackson as the first and second most successful artists of the 1990s.[14]

Simultaneously, in the second half of the 1990s, The Neptunes[image: External link] and Timbaland[image: External link] set influential precedence on contemporary R&B and hip hop music.[15]

R&B acts such as Michael Jackson, Whitney Houston, Janet Jackson, Mariah Carey, Usher and Toni Braxton[image: External link] are some of the best-selling music artists of all time.
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 2000s







"Modern r&b isn't about discrete songs. It's about texture, mood, feel—vocal and instrumental and rhythmic, articulated as they're smooshed together."





—Robert Christgau[image: External link], The Village Voice[image: External link], 2003[16]


Following periods of fluctuating success, urban music[image: External link] attained commercial dominance during the early 2000s, which featured massive crossover[image: External link] success on the Billboard charts[image: External link] by R&B and hip hop artists.[18]

In 2001, Alicia Keys released " Fallin[image: External link]" as her debut single. It peaking at number one on the Billboard Hot 100, Mainstream Top 40 and Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs charts. It won three Grammy Awards[image: External link] in 2002, including Song of the Year, Best R&B Song, and Best Female R&B Vocal Performance. It was also nominated for Record of the Year.[20] Beyoncé's solo studio debut album Dangerously in Love (2003) has sold over 5 million copies in the United States and earned five Grammy Awards.[21][22]

Usher's Confessions[image: External link] (2004) sold 1.1 million copies in its first week[23] and over 8 million copies in 2004, since then it has been certified Diamond by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) and, as of 2016, has sold over 10 million copies in the US and over 20 million copies worldwide. Confessions had four consecutive Billboard Hot 100 number one singles—"Yeah!", " Burn[image: External link]", "Confessions Part II[image: External link]" and "My Boo[image: External link]".[24]

In 2004, all 12 songs that topped Billboard Hot 100 were African-American recording artists and accounted for 80% of the number-one R&B hits[image: External link] that year.[18] Along with Usher's streak of singles, Top 40[image: External link] radio and both pop and R&B charts were topped by Outkast[image: External link]'s "Hey Ya![image: External link]", Snoop Dogg[image: External link]'s "Drop It Like It's Hot[image: External link]", Terror Squad[image: External link]'s "Lean Back[image: External link]" and Ciara[image: External link]'s " Goodies[image: External link]".[18] Chris Molanphy of The Village Voice[image: External link] later remarked that "by the early 2000s, urban music was pop music."[18]

Between 2005 and 2009 Raymond, Knowles and Keys released albums—B'Day, Here I Stand[image: External link], I Am... Sasha Fierce and The Element of Freedom[image: External link].

Mariah Carey's The Emancipation of Mimi[image: External link] (2005) debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 and earned ten Grammy Award nominations. Led single "We Belong Together" topped the Hot 100 charts for 14 weeks, and was later hailed "song of the decade" and won a Grammy Award for Best Female R&B Vocal Performance in 2006.

The mid-2000s came with the emergence of new R&B acts Ashanti[image: External link], Trey Songz[image: External link], Omarion[image: External link], Ciara[image: External link], Christina Milian[image: External link], Mario[image: External link], Keyshia Cole[image: External link] and Akon[image: External link]. Ashanti's eponymous debut album topped both US Billboard 200 and Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] charts. It earned her three Grammy nominations winning one for the Best Contemporary R&B Album. R&B newcomer Chris Brown[image: External link] released his self-titled album in 2005 which debuted at number two on the Billboard 200. His debut single "Run It![image: External link]" peaked on the Billboard Hot 100, Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs and the US Radio Songs[image: External link].

During this time also came the emergence of R&B songwriters[image: External link].[25] Bryan-Michael Cox[image: External link] co-wrote Usher's " Burn[image: External link]" and "Confessions Part II[image: External link]" (2005), Mariah Carey's "Shake It Off[image: External link]" and "Don't Forget About Us[image: External link]" (2006), and Chris Brown's "Say Goodbye[image: External link]" (2006).[26] Keri Hilson[image: External link] would co-write songs Mary J. Blige's "Take Me as I Am[image: External link]" (2006), Omarion's "Ice Box[image: External link]" (2006), and Ciara's "Like a Boy[image: External link]" (2006).[27] Rico Love[image: External link] co-wrote Usher's " Throwback[image: External link]" (2005), Keri Hilson's " Energy[image: External link]" (2008), Pleasure P[image: External link]'s "Boyfriend #2[image: External link]" (2008).[28] The-Dream wrote Rihanna's " Umbrella[image: External link]" (2007), J. Holiday[image: External link]'s " Bed[image: External link]" and Usher's "Moving Mountains[image: External link]" and "Trading Places[image: External link]" (2008).[29] Ne-Yo[image: External link] wrote Mario's "Let Me Love You[image: External link]", Rihanna's "Take a Bow[image: External link]" and " Unfaithful[image: External link]", and Beyoncé's "Irreplaceable" (2008).[30]

According to Billboard, the most commercially successful R&B acts of the decade were Usher, Beyoncé, Alicia Keys, Mariah Carey, Rihanna, Chris Brown[image: External link] and Ne-Yo[image: External link].[31]
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 2010s




Continuing from the 1990s and early 2000s, R&B, like many other genres, drew influences from the technical innovations of the time and began to incorporate more electronic and machine-made sounds and instruments. The use of effects such as Auto-Tune[image: External link] and new computerized synths have given R&B a more futuristic feel while still attempting to incorporate many of the genre's common themes such as love and relationships. The evolutions of the genre's production and instrumentation have spurred the successes of performers such as Beyoncé, Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Usher, John Legend, Frank Ocean[image: External link], Justin Timberlake, Bruno Mars, Pharrell Williams, Miguel[image: External link], Janelle Monáe[image: External link], Chris Brown[image: External link], Drake, Jhené Aiko[image: External link], Jennifer Lopez[image: External link], Tamar Braxton[image: External link], The Weeknd[image: External link], Ariana Grande, Tinashe[image: External link], Ne-Yo[image: External link], Rihanna, Brandy[image: External link] and K. Michelle[image: External link].




"These days almost all r&b goes for voice-plus-sound rather than voice-plus-song, with the sound ranging from precision track-and-hook to idiosyncratic atmospherics."





—Christgau, Vice[image: External link], 2017[32]


Early 2010s artists such as Kelly Rowland, Ne-Yo, Usher, and Chris Brown began embracing new electronic influences and kept R&B's original feel. Kelly Rowland"s " Commander[image: External link]",[33] Usher's " OMG[image: External link]",[34] "DJ Got Us Fallin' in Love[image: External link]",[35] " Scream[image: External link]"[36] and " Climax[image: External link]",[37] Chris Brown's "Yeah 3x[image: External link]",[38] "Turn Up the Music[image: External link]"[39] and "Don't Wake Me Up[image: External link]"[40] are all EDM-oriented. As this electronic element continues to grow apparent throughout the genre, contemporary artists like are gaining popularity outside of R&B and continue to collaborate with non-R&B artists.

Singers Miguel[image: External link], John Legend, Jeremih[image: External link], Eric Bellinger[image: External link], and Chris Brown are popular in mainstream hip hop for many collaborations with rappers such as Wale[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], YG[image: External link], and J.Cole[image: External link]. Today's R&B is far more diverse and incorporates more sonic elements than before, as it expands its appeal and commercial viability.[41] Trap music[image: External link]'s influence maintained a strong presence on the music charts with R&B singer Beyoncé's songs "Drunk in Love", "Flawless" and " 7/11[image: External link]", Bryson Tiller[image: External link]'s debut studio album, Trapsoul[image: External link], and Mary J. Blige's "Thick of It[image: External link]".[42]
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Pop Music





This article is about a specific music genre. For popular music in general, see Popular music[image: External link]. For other uses, see Pop music (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Pop song" redirects here. For other uses, see Pop Song[image: External link].

Pop music is a genre[image: External link] of popular music[image: External link] that originated in its modern form in the United States and United Kingdom during the mid-1950s.[4] The terms "popular music" and "pop music" are often used interchangeably, although the former describes all music that is popular and includes many styles. "Pop" and " rock[image: External link]" were synonymous terms until the late 1960s, when they were increasingly used in opposition from each other.

Although pop music is seen as just the singles charts[image: External link], it is not the sum of all chart music. Pop music is eclectic, and often borrows elements from other styles such as urban[image: External link], dance[image: External link], rock[image: External link], Latin[image: External link], and country[image: External link]; nonetheless, there are core elements that define pop music. Identifying factors include generally short to medium-length songs written in a basic format (often the verse-chorus structure[image: External link]), as well as the common use of repeated choruses, melodic tunes, and hooks[image: External link].
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 Definitions and etymology




David Hatch and Stephen Millward define pop music as "a body of music which is distinguishable from popular, jazz, and folk musics".[5] According to Pete Seeger[image: External link], pop music is "professional music which draws upon both folk music and fine arts music".[3] Although pop music is seen as just the singles charts[image: External link], it is not the sum of all chart music. The music charts contain songs from a variety of sources, including classical[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], rock[image: External link], and novelty songs[image: External link]. Pop music, as a genre, is seen as existing and developing separately.[6] Thus "pop music" may be used to describe a distinct genre, designed to appeal to all, often characterized as "instant singles-based music aimed at teenagers" in contrast to rock music as "album-based music for adults".[4][8]

Pop music continuously evolves along with the term's definition. According to The New Grove Dictionary Of Music and Musicians, popular music is defined as "the music since industrialization in the 1800's that is most in line with the tastes and interests of the urban middle class."[9] The term "pop song" was first recorded as being used in 1926, in the sense of a piece of music "having popular appeal".[10] Hatch and Millward indicate that many events in the history of recording in the 1920s can be seen as the birth of the modern pop music industry, including in country[image: External link], blues and hillbilly music[image: External link].[11]

According to the website of The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians[image: External link], called Grove Music Online, the term "pop music" "originated in Britain[image: External link] in the mid-1950s as a description for rock and roll[image: External link] and the new youth music styles that it influenced".[2] The Oxford Dictionary of Music states that while pop's "earlier meaning meant concerts appealing to a wide audience ... since the late 1950s, however, pop has had the special meaning of non-classical mus[ic], usually in the form of songs, performed by such artists as the Beatles[image: External link], the Rolling Stones[image: External link], ABBA[image: External link], etc".[12] Grove Music Online also states that "... in the early 1960s, [the term] 'pop music' competed terminologically with beat music[image: External link] [in England], while in the USA its coverage overlapped (as it still does) with that of 'rock and roll'".[2]

From about 1967, the term was increasingly used in opposition to the term rock music[image: External link], a division that gave generic significance to both terms.[13] Whereas rock aspired to authenticity[image: External link] and an expansion of the possibilities of popular music,[13] pop was more commercial, ephemeral and accessible.[14] According to British musicologist Simon Frith[image: External link], pop music is produced "as a matter of enterprise[image: External link] not art", is "designed to appeal to everyone" and "doesn't come from any particular place or mark off any particular taste". It is "not driven by any significant ambition except profit and commercial reward ... and, in musical terms, it is essentially conservative". It is, "provided from on high (by record companies, radio programmers, and concert promoters) rather than being made from below ... Pop is not a do-it-yourself[image: External link] music but is professionally produced and packaged".[4]
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According to Frith, characteristics of pop music include an aim of appealing to a general audience, rather than to a particular sub-culture or ideology, and an emphasis on craftsmanship rather than formal "artistic" qualities.[4] Music scholar Timothy Warner said it typically has an emphasis on recording, production, and technology, rather than live performance; a tendency to reflect existing trends rather than progressive developments[image: External link]; and aims to encourage dancing or uses dance-oriented rhythms.[14]

The main medium of pop music is the song, often between two and a half and three and a half minutes in length, generally marked by a consistent and noticeable rhythmic element[image: External link], a mainstream style and a simple traditional structure[image: External link].[17] Common variants include the verse-chorus form and the thirty-two-bar form[image: External link], with a focus on melodies[image: External link] and catchy hooks[image: External link], and a chorus[image: External link] that contrasts melodically, rhythmically and harmonically[image: External link] with the verse[image: External link].[18] The beat and the melodies tend to be simple, with limited harmonic accompaniment.[19] The lyrics of modern pop songs typically focus on simple themes – often love and romantic relationships – although there are notable exceptions.[4]

Harmony[image: External link] and chord progressions[image: External link] in pop music are often "that of classical[image: External link] European tonality[image: External link], only more simple-minded."[20] Clichés include the barbershop quartet-style harmony[image: External link] (i.e. ii – V – I) and blues scale[image: External link]-influenced harmony.[21] There was a lessening of the influence of traditional views of the circle of fifths[image: External link] between the mid-1950s and the late 1970s, including less predominance for the dominant[image: External link] function[image: External link].[22]
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See also: Traditional pop[image: External link], Pop rock[image: External link], Experimental pop[image: External link], Orchestral pop[image: External link], Progressive pop[image: External link], Synthpop[image: External link], and Indie pop[image: External link]


Throughout its development, pop music has absorbed influences from other genres of popular music. Early pop music drew on the sentimental ballad[image: External link] for its form, gained its use of vocal harmonies from gospel[image: External link] and soul music, instrumentation from jazz[image: External link] and rock music[image: External link], orchestration from classical music[image: External link], tempo from dance music[image: External link], backing from electronic music[image: External link], rhythmic elements from hip-hop music[image: External link], and spoken passages from rap[image: External link].[4][verification needed[image: External link]]

In the 1960s, the majority of mainstream pop music fell in two categories: guitar, drum and bass groups or singers backed by a traditional orchestra.[23] Since early in the decade, it was common for pop producers, songwriters, and engineers to freely experiment with musical form, orchestration[image: External link], unnatural reverb[image: External link], and other sound effects. Some of the best known examples are Phil Spector[image: External link]'s Wall of Sound[image: External link] and Joe Meek[image: External link]'s use of homemade electronic sound effects for acts like the Tornados[image: External link].[24] At the same time, pop music on radio and in both American and British film moved away from refined Tin Pan Alley[image: External link] to more eccentric songwriting and incorporated reverb-drenched rock guitar, symphonic strings, and horns played by groups of properly arranged and rehearsed studio musicians.[25]

During the mid-1960s, pop music made repeated forays into new sounds, styles, and techniques that inspired public discourse among its listeners. The word "progressive" was frequently used, and it was thought that every song and single was to be a "progression" from the last.[26] Music critic[image: External link] Simon Reynolds[image: External link] writes that beginning with 1967, a divide would exist between "progressive" pop and "mass/chart" pop, a separation which was "also, broadly, one between boys and girls, middle-class and working-class."[27] Before the progressive pop[image: External link] of the late 1960s, performers were typically unable to decide on the artistic content of their music.[28] Assisted by the mid-1960s economic boom, record labels began investing in artists, giving them freedom to experiment, and offering them limited control over their content and marketing.[29] This situation fell in disuse after the late 1970s and would not reemerge until the rise of Internet[image: External link] stars.[29] Indie pop[image: External link], which developed in the late 1970s, marked another departure from the glamour of contemporary pop music, with guitar bands formed on the then-novel premise that one could record and release their own music without having to procure a record contract[image: External link] from a major label.[30] In 2014, pop music worldwide was permeated by electronic dance music[image: External link].[31]

A Scientific Reports[image: External link] study that examined over 464,000 recordings of popular music recorded between 1955 and 2010 found less variety in pitch progressions, growing average loudness levels,[32] less diverse instrumentation and recording techniques, and less timbral variety, which declined after reaching a peak in the 1960s.[33] Scientific American[image: External link]'s John Matson reported that this "seems to support the popular anecdotal observation that pop music of yore was better, or at least more varied, than today’s top-40 stuff."[33]
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In the 1940s improved microphone[image: External link] design allowed a more intimate singing style[35] and ten or twenty years later inexpensive and more durable 45 r.p.m. records for singles "revolutionized the manner in which pop has been disseminated" and helped to move pop music to 'a record/radio/film star system'.[35] Another technological change was the widespread availability of television in the 1950s; with televised performances, "pop stars had to have a visual presence".[35] In the 1960s, the introduction of inexpensive, portable transistor radios[image: External link] meant that teenagers could listen to music outside of the home.[35] Multi-track recording[image: External link] (from the 1960s); and digital sampling[image: External link] (from the 1980s) have also been utilized as methods for the creation and elaboration of pop music.[4] By the early 1980s, the promotion of pop music had been greatly affected by the rise of music television channels like MTV, which "favoured those artists such as Michael Jackson and Madonna who had a strong visual appeal".[35]
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See also: Poptimism[image: External link]


The latter half of the 20th-century included a large-scale trend in American culture in which the boundaries between art and pop music were increasingly blurred.[36] Between 1950 and 1970, there was a debate of pop versus art.[37] Since then, certain music publications have embraced its legitimacy. According to Popmatters[image: External link]' Robert Loss: "There’s a strong argument for the ' rockist[image: External link]' mode in music criticism—that it exists, and that it’s harmful—and poptimism[image: External link] has positioned itself as a corrective, an antidote. ... In general, the Old Guard of rock critics and journalists is depicted as a bunch of bricklayers for the foundations of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. True in part, which is to say, false. Like film studies, rock criticism of the late ‘60s and the ‘70s was an attempt to make popular music worthy of study; it was poptimism before its day."[37]
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The story of pop music is largely the story of the intertwining pop culture of the United States and the United Kingdom in the postwar era.



“

”



 — Bob Stanley[image: External link][31]


Pop music has been dominated by the American and (from the mid-1960s) British music industries[image: External link], whose influence has made pop music something of an international monoculture[image: External link], but most regions and countries have their own form of pop music, sometimes producing local versions of wider trends, and lending them local characteristics.[38] Some of these trends (for example Europop[image: External link]) have had a significant impact of the development of the genre.[39]

According to Grove Music Online, "Western-derived pop styles, whether coexisting with or marginalizing distinctively local genres, have spread throughout the world and have come to constitute stylistic common denominators in global commercial music cultures".[40] Some non-Western countries, such as Japan, have developed a thriving pop music industry, most of which is devoted to Western-style pop. has for several years produced a greater quantity of music of everywhere except the USA.[clarification needed[image: External link]][40] The spread of Western-style pop music has been interpreted variously as representing processes of Americanization, homogenization[image: External link], modernization, creative appropriation, cultural imperialism[image: External link], or a more general process of globalization[image: External link].[40]

In Korea, pop music's influence has led to the birth of boy bands[image: External link] and girl groups[image: External link] which have gained overseas renown through both their music and aesthetics.[41] Korean co-ed groups[image: External link] (mixed gender groups) have not been as successful.[42]
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Parkwood Entertainment





Parkwood Entertainment is an American entertainment and management company founded by American singer Beyoncé in 2007. It is located in Los Angeles and its involvements include products for music production[image: External link], motion pictures[image: External link] and television specials[image: External link] related to Beyoncé. The company's first release was the film Cadillac Records (2008). In October 2014, Beyoncé, with Parkwood Entertainment formed a business collaboration with British-based fashion company Topshop, forming Parkwood Topshop Athletic Ltd.
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 History




Parkwood Entertainment was founded in 2007 by American singer, actress, producer, and director Beyoncé. The company is named after a street in Houston, Texas[image: External link] where Beyoncé once lived.[1] With headquarters in New York City[image: External link], the company serves as an umbrella for the entertainer's various brands in music, movies, videos, and fashion. The staff of Parkwood Entertainment have experiences in arts and entertainment, from filmmaking and video production to web and fashion design. In addition to departments in marketing, digital, creative, publicity, fashion design and merchandising, the company houses a state-of-the art editing suite, where Beyoncé works on content for her worldwide tours, music videos and television specials. Parkwood Entertainment's first production was the musical biopic Cadillac Records (2008), in which Beyoncé starred and co-produced.[2] In 2009, she starred in and executive produced the thriller Obsessed. During a private screening held at New York's School of Visual Arts Theatre following the release of her fifth self-titled studio album, Beyoncé briefly discussed about her decision to found Parkwood Entertainment in front of her fans and the press, saying:


"I started my own company when I decided to manage myself. It was important that I didn't go to some big management company, I felt like I wanted to follow the footsteps of Madonna and be a powerhouse and have my own empire, and show other women when you get to this point in your career you don't have to go sign with someone else and share your money and your success—you do it yourself."[3]



In October 2014, Beyoncé with Parkwood Entertainment formed a large collaboration with Topshop, creating the subsidiary Parkwood Topshop Athletic Ltd, to produce an athletic, streetwear brand. The company and collaboration is a 50/50 split, with both parent companies owning half of this new division. Beyoncé commented on the collaboration stating "I could not think of a better partner as I continue to grow the Parkwood business".[4]

In 2015, Parkwood expanded into managing the careers of upcoming artists and signed Chloe x Halle[image: External link], Sophie Beem[image: External link] and Ingrid.[5][6][7]

In 2016, the general manager of Parkwood, and head of digital left the company after plans were announced to move the headquarters from New York to Los Angeles.[8] Steve Pamon, from JP Morgan Chase[image: External link] took office as the COO[image: External link] of the company as well.[8]
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 Filmography
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 Motion pictures





	
Cadillac Records (2008), with Sony Music Film[image: External link]


	
Obsessed (2009)
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 Television specials





	
I Am... World Tour (2010)[9]


	
Beyoncé: Year of 4 (2011)[10]


	
Live at Roseland: Elements of 4 (2011)[11]


	
Life Is But a Dream (2013)

	
Beyoncé: X10[image: External link] (2014)

	
On the Run Tour: Beyoncé and Jay Z[image: External link] (2014), with Roc Nation[image: External link]


	
Lemonade (2016)
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 Music videos






	"Run the World (Girls)[image: External link]" (2011)

	"Best Thing I Never Had[image: External link]" (2011)

	" 1+1[image: External link]" (2011)

	" Countdown[image: External link]" (2011)

	"Love on Top[image: External link]" (2011)

	" Party[image: External link]" (2011)

	"Dance for You[image: External link]" (2011)

	"Pretty Hurts[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Ghost[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Haunted[image: External link]" (2013)

	"Drunk in Love[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Blow[image: External link]" (2013)

	"No Angel[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Yoncé[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Partition[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Jealous[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Rocket[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Mine[image: External link]" (2013)

	" XO[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Flawless[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Superpower[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Heaven[image: External link]" (2013)

	"Blue" (2013)

	"Grown Woman" (2013)

	" Run[image: External link]" (2014)

	" 7/11[image: External link]" (2014)

	"Feeling Myself[image: External link]" (2015)

	"Formation" (2016)

	"Skyline" (2016)

	"Drop" (2016)

	"Flex" (2016)

	"Pray You Catch Me[image: External link]" (2016)

	"Hold Up[image: External link]" (2016)

	"Don't Hurt Yourself[image: External link]" (2016)

	" Sorry[image: External link]" (2016)

	"6 Inch[image: External link]" (2016)

	"Daddy Lessons[image: External link]" (2016)

	"Love Drought[image: External link]" (2016)

	" Sandcastles[image: External link]" (2016)

	" Forward[image: External link]" (2016)

	"Freedom" (2016)

	"All Night[image: External link]" (2016)
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Beyoncé – 4 (2011), with Columbia Records


	
Beyoncé − Beyoncé (2013), with Columbia Records

	
Beyoncé − Lemonade (2016), with Columbia Records

	
Chloe x Halle[image: External link] − Sugar Symphony (2016), with Columbia Records[12]


	
Sophie Beem[image: External link] − Sophie Beem (2016), with Columbia Records[13]


	Ingrid - Trill Feels (2016), with Columbia Records
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Topshop (2014), Parkwood Topshop Athletic Ltd – Ivy Park.[4]


	Sidestep (2016) – $150,000 investment.[14]
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Columbia Records





This article is about the American record label active worldwide except in Japan. For the former record company owned by EMI, see Columbia Graphophone Company[image: External link]. For the Japanese record label, see Nippon Columbia[image: External link].

Columbia Records (also known simply as Columbia) is an American record label[image: External link] owned by Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] (SME), a subsidiary[image: External link] of Sony Corporation of America, Inc.[image: External link], the United States division of Sony Corporation[image: External link]. It was founded in 1887, evolving from an earlier enterprise named the American Graphophone Company[image: External link], the successor to the Volta Graphophone Company[image: External link].[1] Columbia is the oldest surviving brand name[image: External link] in the recorded sound business,[2][3][4] being the second major record company to produce recorded records.[5] Columbia Records went on to release records by an array of notable singers, instrumentalists, and bands. From 1961 to 1990, its recordings were released outside the U.S. and Canada under the CBS Records name (named after the Columbia Broadcasting System) to avoid confusion with the label of the same name[image: External link] owned by EMI[image: External link], before adopting the Columbia name internationally in 1990. It is one of Sony Music's three flagship record labels, alongside RCA Records[image: External link] and Epic Records[image: External link].

Until 1989, Columbia Records had no connection to Columbia Pictures[image: External link], which used various names for record labels that they owned, including Colpix Records[image: External link], Colgems Records[image: External link], Bell Records[image: External link] and later Arista Records[image: External link]. Rather, as above, it was connected to CBS, a broadcasting[image: External link] media company[image: External link] which had purchased the company in 1938, and had been co-founded in 1927 by Columbia Records itself. Though Arista Records was sold to Bertelsmann Music Group[image: External link] (BMG), it would later become a sister label of Columbia Records through its mutual connection to Sony Music. Both Columbia Records and Columbia Pictures are connected through their parent company Sony Corporation of America[image: External link], which is the parent of both the music and motion picture[image: External link] arms of Sony[image: External link] in the United States.

Artists that have recorded for Columbia Records include, but are not limited to, Earth, Wind & Fire , AC/DC[image: External link], Adam Ant[image: External link], Bob Dylan[image: External link], Neil Diamond[image: External link], Celine Dion, David Bowie[image: External link], Harry Styles[image: External link], Leonard Cohen[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen, Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Pink Floyd[image: External link], Tony Bennett[image: External link], Roger Waters[image: External link], Adele, Barry Gibb[image: External link], Beyoncé, Susan Boyle[image: External link], Billy Joel[image: External link], Calvin Harris[image: External link], Depeche Mode[image: External link], Daft Punk[image: External link], David Gilmour[image: External link], Destiny's Child, John Mayer[image: External link], Little Mix[image: External link], One Direction[image: External link], Pharrell Williams, Robbie Williams[image: External link], Shakira and System of a Down[image: External link].[6]
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 History
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 Beginnings (1887–1929)




The Columbia Phonograph Company was founded in 1887 by stenographer, lawyer and New Jersey native Edward D. Easton[image: External link] (1856–1915) and a group of investors. It derived its name from the District of Columbia[image: External link], where it was headquartered.[7][8] At first it had a local monopoly on sales and service of Edison[image: External link] phonographs[image: External link] and phonograph cylinders[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., Maryland[image: External link] and Delaware[image: External link]. As was the custom of some of the regional phonograph companies, Columbia produced many commercial cylinder recordings of its own, and its catalogue of musical records in 1891 was 10 pages.

Columbia's ties to Edison and the North American Phonograph Company[image: External link] were severed in 1894 with the North American Phonograph Company's breakup. Thereafter it sold only records and phonographs of its own manufacture. In 1902, Columbia introduced the "XP" record, a molded brown wax record, to use up old stock. Columbia introduced "black wax" records in 1903, and, according to Tim Gracyk, continued to mold brown waxes until 1904; the highest number known to Gracyk is 32601, "Heinie", which is a duet by Arthur Collins[image: External link] and Byron G. Harlan[image: External link]. According to Gracyk, the molded brown waxes may have been sold to Sears[image: External link] for distribution (possibly under Sears' " Oxford[image: External link]" trademark for Columbia products).[9]

Columbia began selling disc records[image: External link] and phonographs in addition to the cylinder system in 1901, preceded only by their "Toy Graphophone" of 1899, which used small, vertically cut records. For a decade, Columbia competed with both the Edison Phonograph Company[image: External link] cylinders and the Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link] disc records as one of the top three names in American recorded sound.

In order to add prestige to its early catalog of artists, Columbia contracted a number of New York Metropolitan Opera[image: External link] stars to make recordings (from 1903 onward). These stars included Marcella Sembrich[image: External link], Lillian Nordica[image: External link], Antonio Scotti[image: External link] and Edouard de Reszke[image: External link], but the technical standard of their recordings was not considered to be as high as the results achieved with classical singers during the pre–World War I[image: External link] period by Victor, Edison, England's His Master's Voice[image: External link] (by Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link]) or Italy's Fonotipia Records[image: External link]. After an abortive attempt in 1904 to manufacture discs with the recording grooves stamped into both sides of each disc—not just one—in 1908 Columbia commenced successful mass production of what they called their "Double-Faced" discs, the 10-inch variety initially selling for 65 cents apiece. The firm also introduced the internal-horn " Grafonola[image: External link]" to compete with the extremely popular " Victrola[image: External link]" sold by the rival Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link].

During this era, Columbia used the famous "Magic Notes" logo—a pair of sixteenth notes[image: External link] (semiquavers) in a circle—both in the United States and overseas (where this particular logo would never substantially change).

Columbia stopped recording and manufacturing wax cylinder records in 1908, after arranging to issue celluloid cylinder records made by the Indestructible Record Company of Albany, New York, as "Columbia Indestructible Records". In July 1912, Columbia decided to concentrate exclusively on disc records and stopped manufacturing cylinder phonographs although they continued selling Indestructible's cylinders under the Columbia name for a year or two more. Columbia was split into two companies, one to make records and one to make players. Columbia Phonograph was moved to Connecticut, and Ed Easton went with it. Eventually it was renamed the Dictaphone Corporation[image: External link].[7]

In late 1923, Columbia went into receivership. The company was bought by its English subsidiary, the Columbia Graphophone Company[image: External link] in 1925 and the label, record numbering system, and recording process changed. (The "New Process" [still acoustic] was used on budget labels until 1930). See more at American Columbia single record cataloging systems[image: External link]. On February 25, 1925, Columbia began recording with the new electric recording process licensed from Western Electric[image: External link]. The new "Viva-tonal" records set a benchmark in tone and clarity unequaled on commercial discs during the "78-rpm" era. The first electrical recordings were made by Art Gillham[image: External link], the popular "Whispering Pianist". In a secret agreement with Victor, neither company made the new recording technology public knowledge for some months, in order not to hurt sales of their existing acoustically recorded catalog while a new electrically recorded catalog was being compiled.

In 1926, Columbia acquired Okeh Records[image: External link] and its growing stable of jazz and blues artists, including Louis Armstrong[image: External link] and Clarence Williams[image: External link]. Columbia had already built an impressive catalog of blues and jazz artists, including Bessie Smith[image: External link] in their highly successful 14000-D Race series. Columbia also had a very successful "Hillbilly" series (15000-D). In 1928, Paul Whiteman[image: External link], the nation's most popular orchestra leader, left Victor to record for Columbia. That same year, Columbia executive Frank Buckley Walker[image: External link] pioneered some of the first country music or "hillbilly" genre recordings with the Johnson City sessions[image: External link] in Tennessee, including artists such as Clarence Horton Greene[image: External link] and the legendary fiddler and entertainer, "Fiddlin'" Charlie Bowman[image: External link]. He followed that with a return to Tennessee the next year, as well as recording sessions in other cities of the South. 1929 saw industry legend Ben Selvin[image: External link] signing on as house bandleader and A. & R. director. Other favorites in the Viva-tonal era included Ruth Etting[image: External link], Paul Whiteman[image: External link], Fletcher Henderson[image: External link], Ipana Troubadours[image: External link] (a Sam Lanin group), Ben Selvin[image: External link], and Ted Lewis[image: External link]. Columbia kept using acoustic recording for "budget label" pop product well into 1929 on the labels Harmony, Velvet Tone (both general purpose labels) and Diva (sold exclusively at W.T. Grant[image: External link] stores). 1929 was the year that Columbia's older rival and former affiliate Edison Records[image: External link] folded, leaving Columbia as the oldest surviving record label.
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 Columbia ownership separation (1931–1936)




In 1931, the British Columbia Graphophone Company[image: External link] (itself originally a subsidiary of American Columbia Records, then to become independent, actually went on to purchase its former parent, American Columbia, in late 1929) merged with the Gramophone Company[image: External link] to form Electric & Musical Industries Ltd. ( EMI[image: External link]). EMI was forced to sell its American Columbia operations (because of anti-trust concerns) and the Grigsby-Grunow Company, makers of the Majestic Radio were the purchaser. But Majestic soon fell on hard times. An abortive attempt in 1932 (around the same time that Victor was experimenting with its 33 1⁄3 "program transcriptions") was the "Longer Playing Record", a finer-grooved 10" 78 with 4:30 to 5:00 playing time per side. Columbia issued about eight of these (in the 18000-D series), as well as a short-lived series of double-grooved "Longer Playing Record"s on its Clarion Records, Harmony[image: External link] and Velvet Tone[image: External link] labels. All of these experiments (and indeed the Clarion, Harmony and Velvet Tone labels) were discontinued by mid-1932.

A longer-lived marketing ploy was the Columbia "Royal Blue Record," a brilliant blue laminated product with matching label. Royal Blue issues, made from late 1932 through 1935, are particularly popular with collectors for their rarity and musical interest. The Columbla plant in Oakland, California[image: External link], did Columbia's pressings for sale west of the Rockies and continued using the Royal Blue material for these until about mid-1936.

With the Great Depression's tightened economic stranglehold on the country, in a day when the phonograph itself had become a passé luxury, nothing slowed Columbia's decline. It was still producing some of the most remarkable records of the day, especially on sessions produced by John Hammond[image: External link] and financed by EMI for overseas release. Grigsby-Grunow went under in 1934 and was forced to sell Columbia for a mere $70,000 to the American Record Corporation[image: External link] (ARC).[11] This combine already included Brunswick[image: External link] as its premium label so Columbia was relegated to slower sellers such as the Hawaiian music of Andy Iona[image: External link], the Irving Mills[image: External link] stable of artists and songs and the still unknown Benny Goodman[image: External link]. By late 1936, pop releases were discontinued, leaving the label essentially defunct.

In 1935, Herbert M. Greenspon, an 18-year-old shipping clerk, led a committee to organize the first trade union shop at the main manufacturing factory in Bridgeport, Connecticut[image: External link]. Elected as president of the Congress of Industrial Unions (CIO) local, Greenspon negotiated the first contract between factory workers and Columbia management. In a career with Columbia that lasted 30 years, Greenspon retired after achieving the position of executive vice president of the company. The former Columbia Records factory in Bridgeport (which closed in 1964)[12] has been converted into an apartment building called Columbia Towers.[13]

As southern gospel[image: External link] developed, Columbia had astutely sought to record the artists associated with that aspiring genre; for example, Columbia was the only company to record Charles Davis Tillman[image: External link]. Most fortuitously for Columbia in its Depression Era[image: External link] financial woes, in 1936 the company entered into an exclusive recording contract with the Chuck Wagon Gang[image: External link], a symbiotic relationship which continued into the 1970s. A signature group of southern gospel[image: External link], the Chuck Wagon Gang became Columbia's bestsellers with at least 37 million records,[14] many of them through the aegis of the Mull Singing Convention of the Air sponsored on radio (and later television) by southern gospel broadcaster J. Bazzel Mull[image: External link] (1914–2006).
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 CBS takes over (1938–1947)




In 1938 ARC, including the Columbia label in the USA, was bought by William S. Paley[image: External link] of the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] for US$750,000.[15] (Columbia Records had originally co-founded CBS in 1927 along with New York talent agent Arthur Judson[image: External link], but soon cashed out of the partnership leaving only the name; Paley acquired the fledgling radio network in 1928.) CBS revived the Columbia label in place of Brunswick and the Okeh label in place of Vocalion[image: External link]. CBS renamed the company Columbia Recording Corporation[16] and retained control of all of ARC's past masters, but in a complicated move, the pre-1931 Brunswick and Vocalion masters, as well as trademarks of Brunswick and Vocalion, reverted to Warner Bros. (who had leased their whole recording operation to ARC in early 1932) and Warners sold the lot to Decca Records[image: External link] in 1941.[17]

The Columbia trademark from this point until the late 1950s was two overlapping circles with the Magic Notes in the left circle and a CBS microphone in the right circle. The Royal Blue labels now disappeared in favor of a deep red, which caused RCA Victor[image: External link] to claim infringement on its Red Seal[image: External link] trademark (RCA lost the case). The blue Columbia label was kept for its classical music[image: External link] Columbia Masterworks Records[image: External link] line until it was later changed to a green label before switching to a gray label in the late 1950s, and then to the bronze that is familiar to owners of its classical and Broadway albums. Columbia Phonograph Company of Canada did not survive the Great Depression[image: External link], so CBS made a distribution deal with Sparton Records[image: External link] in 1939 to release Columbia records in Canada under the Columbia name.

During the 1940s Columbia had a contract with Frank Sinatra[image: External link]. Sinatra helped boost Columbia in revenue. Sinatra recorded over 200 songs with Columbia which include his most popular songs from his early years. Other popular artists on Columbia included Benny Goodman[image: External link] (signed from RCA Victor), Count Basie[image: External link], Jimmie Lunceford[image: External link] (both signed from Decca), Eddy Duchin[image: External link], Ray Noble[image: External link] (both moved to Columbia from Brunswick), Kate Smith[image: External link], Mildred Bailey[image: External link], and Will Bradley[image: External link].

In 1947, CBS founded its Mexican record company, Discos Columbia de Mexico.[18] 1948 also saw the first classical LP Nathan Milstein's recording of the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto[image: External link]. Columbia's 33 rpm format quickly spelled the death of the classical 78 rpm record and for the first time gave Columbia a commanding lead over RCA Victor Red Seal[image: External link].[19][20]
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 The LP record (1948–1959)




Columbia's president Edward Wallerstein, instrumental in steering Paley to the ARC purchase, at this time set his talents to the goal (as he saw it) of hearing an entire movement of a symphony on one side of an album. Ward Botsford writing for the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Issue of High Fidelity Magazine relates, "He was no inventor—he was simply a man who seized an idea whose time was ripe and begged, ordered, and cajoled a thousand men into bringing into being the now accepted medium of the record business." Despite Wallerstein's stormy tenure, in 1948 Columbia introduced the Long Playing "microgroove" LP[image: External link] record format (sometimes written "Lp" in early advertisements), which rotated at 33⅓ revolutions per minute[image: External link], to be the standard for the gramophone record for half a century. CBS research director Dr. Peter Goldmark[image: External link] played a managerial role in the collaborative effort, but Wallerstein credits engineer William Savory[image: External link] with the technical prowess that brought the long-playing disc to the public.[21]

By the early 1940s, Columbia had been experimenting with higher fidelity recordings, as well as longer masters, which paved the way for the successful release of the LPs in 1948. One such record that helped set a new standard for music listeners was the 10" LP reissue of The Voice of Frank Sinatra[image: External link], originally released on March 4, 1946 as an album of four 78 rpm records, which was the first pop album issued in the new LP format. Sinatra[image: External link] was arguably Columbia's hottest commodity and his artistic vision combined with the direction Columbia were taking the medium of music, both popular and classic, were well suited. The Voice of Frank Sinatra was also considered to be the first genuine concept album[image: External link]. Since the term "LP" has come to refer to the 12 inch 33  1⁄3 rpm vinyl disk, the first LP is the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E minor played by Nathan Milstein with Bruno Walter conducting the New York Philharmonic (then called the Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra of New York), Columbia ML 4001, found in the Columbia Record Catalog for 1949, published in July 1948. The other "LP's" listed in the catalog were in the 10 inch format starting with ML 2001 for the light classics, CL 6001 for popular songs and JL 8001 for children's records.[21] The Library of Congress (Washington DC) now holds the Columbia Records Paperwork Archive which shows the Label order for ML 4001 being written on March 1, 1948. One can infer that Columbia was pressing the first LPs for distribution to their dealers for at least 3 months prior to the introduction of the LP in June 1948.[22] The catalog numbering system has had minor changes ever since.

Columbia's LPs were particularly well-suited to classical music's longer pieces, so some of the early albums featured such artists as Eugene Ormandy[image: External link] and the Philadelphia Orchestra[image: External link], Bruno Walter[image: External link] and the New York Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], and Sir Thomas Beecham[image: External link] and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link]. The success of these recordings eventually persuaded Capitol Records[image: External link] to begin releasing LPs in 1949. RCA Victor began releasing LPs in 1950, quickly followed by other major American labels. Decca Records[image: External link] in the U.K. was the first to release LPs in Europe, beginning in 1949.

An "original cast recording" of Rodgers & Hammerstein[image: External link]'s South Pacific[image: External link] with Ezio Pinza[image: External link] and Mary Martin[image: External link] was recorded in 1949. Both conventional metal masters and tape were used in the sessions in New York City. For some reason, the taped version was not used until Sony released it as part of a set of CDs devoted to Columbia's Broadway albums.[23] Over the years, Columbia joined Decca and RCA Victor in specializing in albums devoted to Broadway musicals with members of the original casts. In the 1950s, Columbia also began releasing LPs drawn from the soundtracks of popular films.

Many album covers put together by Columbia and the other major labels were put together using one piece of cardboard (folded in half) and two paper "slicks," one for the front and one for the back. The front slick bended around the top, bottom, and left sides (the right side is open for the record to be inserted into the cover) and glued the two halves of cardboard together at the top and bottom. The back slick is pasted over the edges of the pasted-on front slick to make it appear that the album cover is one continuous piece.

Columbia discovered that printing two front cover slicks, one for mono and one for stereo, was inefficient and therefore needlessly costly. Starting in the summer of 1959 with some of the albums released in August, they went to the "paste-over" front slick, which had the stereo information printed on the top and the mono information printed on the bottom. For stereo issues, they moved the front slick down so the stereo information was showing at the top, and the mono information was bent around the bottom to the back and "pasted over" by the back slick. Conversely, for a mono album, they moved the slick up so the mono information showed at the bottom, and the stereo information was pasted over.
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 The 1950s




In 1951, Columbia USA began issuing records in the 45 rpm format RCA had introduced two years earlier.[24] Also in 1951, Ted Wallerstein retired as Columbia Records chairman;[25] also, Columbia USA severed its decades-long distribution arrangement with EMI and signed a distribution deal with Philips Records[image: External link] to market Columbia recordings outside North America.[26] EMI continued to distribute Okeh and later Epic label recordings until 1968. EMI also continued to distribute Columbia recordings in Australia and New Zealand. American Columbia was not happy with EMI's reluctance to introduce long playing records.[27]

Columbia became the most successful non-rock record company in the 1950s when it lured impresario Mitch Miller[image: External link] away from the Mercury label (Columbia remained largely uninterested in the teenage rock market until the early 1960s, despite a handful of crossover hits). Miller quickly signed on Mercury's biggest artist at the time, Frankie Laine[image: External link], and discovered several of the decade's biggest recording stars including Tony Bennett[image: External link], Jimmy Boyd[image: External link], Guy Mitchell[image: External link], Johnnie Ray[image: External link], The Four Lads[image: External link], Rosemary Clooney[image: External link], Ray Conniff[image: External link] and Johnny Mathis[image: External link]. He also oversaw many of the early singles of the label's top female recording star of the decade, Doris Day[image: External link]. In 1953, Columbia formed a new subsidiary label Epic Records[image: External link].[28] 1954 saw Columbia end its distribution arrangement with Sparton Records and form Columbia Records of Canada.[29] Despite favoring a country music genre, Columbia bid $15,000 for Elvis Presley[image: External link]'s contract from Sun Records[image: External link] in 1955.[30] Miller made no secret of the fact that he was not a fan of rock music and was saved from having to deal with it when Presley's manager, Colonel Tom Parker[image: External link], turned down their offer (Presley ended up signing with Columbia's now-sister label RCA Victor).[30] However, Columbia did sign two Sun artists in 1958: Johnny Cash[image: External link] and Carl Perkins[image: External link].[30]

With 1954, Columbia USA decisively broke with its past when it introduced its new, modernist[image: External link]-style "Walking Eye" logo,[31] designed by Columbia's art director S. Neil Fujita[image: External link]. This logo actually depicts a stylus (the legs) on a record (the eye); however, the "eye" also subtly refers to CBS's main business in television[image: External link], and that division's iconic Eye logo. Columbia continued to use the "notes and mike" logo on record labels and even used a promo label showing both logos until the "notes and mike" was phased out (along with the 78 in the US) in 1958. In Canada, Columbia 78s were pressed with the "Walking Eye" logo in 1958. The original Walking Eye was tall and solid; it was modified in 1961[32] to the familiar one still used today (pictured on this page), despite the fact that the Walking Eye was not used during most of the 1990s.

Columbia changed distributors in Australia and New Zealand in 1956 when the Australian Record Company picked up distribution of U.S. Columbia product to replace the Capitol Records[image: External link] product which ARC lost when EMI bought Capitol. As EMI owned the Columbia trademark at that time, the U.S. Columbia material was issued in Australia and New Zealand on the CBS Coronet[image: External link] label.

In 1956, Columbia jazz producer George Avakian[image: External link] signed Miles Davis[image: External link] to the label. In 1958, Davis's sextet released Milestones[image: External link], an influential album which explored the techniques of modal jazz[image: External link]. In 1959, Davis's sextet released Kind of Blue[image: External link], an album which has remained extremely popular and influential. In 2003, it appeared as number 12 in Rolling Stone's list of the "500 Greatest Albums Of All Time".[33]
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 Stereo




Although Columbia began recording in stereo in 1956, stereo LPs did not begin to be manufactured until 1958. One of Columbia's first stereo releases was an abridged and re-structured performance of Handel[image: External link]'s Messiah[image: External link] by the New York Philharmonic[image: External link] and the Westminster Choir[image: External link] conducted by Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] (recorded on December 31, 1956, on 1/2 inch tape, using an Ampex 300-3 machine). Bernstein combined the Nativity and Resurrection sections, and ended the performance with the death of Christ. As with RCA Victor, most of the early stereo recordings were of classical artists, including the New York Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Bruno Walter[image: External link], Dimitri Mitropoulos[image: External link], and Leonard Bernstein[image: External link], and the Philadelphia Orchestra conducted by Eugene Ormandy[image: External link], who also recorded an abridged Messiah for Columbia. Some sessions were made with the Columbia Symphony Orchestra, an ensemble drawn from leading New York musicians, which had first made recordings with Sir Thomas Beecham in 1949 in Columbia's famous New York City studios. George Szell[image: External link] and the Cleveland Orchestra[image: External link] recorded mostly for Epic. When Epic dropped classical music, the roster and catalogue was moved to Columbia Masterworks Records[image: External link].

Columbia released its first pop stereo albums in the summer of 1958. All of the first dozen or so were stereo versions of albums already available in mono. It wasn't until September 1958, that Columbia started simultaneous mono/stereo releases.

As far as the catalog numbering system went, there was no correlation between mono and stereo versions for the first few years. Columbia started a new CS-8000 series for the stereo releases, and figuring the stereo releases as some sort of specialty niche records, didn't bother to link the mono and stereo numbers for two years. Finally, in 1960, the stereo series jumped from 8300 to 8310 to match the Lambert, Hendricks & Ross[image: External link] album issued as CL-1510. From that point, the stereo numbers were exactly 6800 higher than the mono, or to put it simply, the last two digits in the respective catalog series' matched
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 The 1960s




See also: CBS Records International[image: External link]


In 1961, CBS ended its arrangement with Philips Records and formed its own international organization, CBS Records, in 1962, which released Columbia recordings outside the USA and Canada on the CBS label (until 1964 marketed by Philips in Britain).[34] The recordings could not be released under the "Columbia Records" name because EMI operated a separate record label[image: External link] by that name outside North America. (This was the result of the legal maneuvers which had led to the creation of EMI in the early 1930s.)

Columbia's Mexican unit, Discos Columbia, was renamed Discos CBS.[34]

With the formation of CBS Records International[image: External link], it started establishing its own distribution in the early 1960s beginning in Australia. In 1960 CBS took over its distributor in Australia and New Zealand, the Australian Record Company[image: External link] (founded in 1936) including Coronet Records[image: External link], one of the leading Australian independent recording and distribution companies of the day. The CBS Coronet label was replaced by the CBS label with the 'walking eye' logo in 1963.[35] ARC continued trading under that name until the late 1970s when it formally changed its business name to CBS Australia.

In 1962, Columbia joined in the folk music[image: External link] genre when it released the debut album[image: External link] of The New Christy Minstrels[image: External link], and CBS producer John Hammond[image: External link] signed Bob Dylan[image: External link] and released his eponymous debut album[image: External link]. Dion DiMucci[image: External link] was the first major rock star to sign with Columbia in 1963, producing several hit records.

In September 1964, CBS established its own British distribution by purchasing the independent Oriole[image: External link] label, pressing plant and recording studio (as well as its sold-only-in-Woolworth's Embassy[image: External link] cover version label).[36] The acquisition gave Columbia and its sister labels a British manufacturing arm, recording studio, and over time its own roster of British recording artists during the British Invasion[image: External link] such as Chad & Jeremy[image: External link] and The Tremeloes[image: External link].

Mitch Miller left Columbia in 1965,[37] and the company ventured further into the emerging rock culture field[image: External link] by signing Paul Revere and the Raiders[image: External link] and The Byrds[image: External link].

Following the appointment of Clive Davis[image: External link] as president in 1967 the Columbia label became more of a rock music[image: External link] label, thanks mainly to Davis's fortuitous decision to attend the Monterey International Pop Festival[image: External link], where he spotted and signed several leading acts including Janis Joplin[image: External link]. Joplin led the way for several generations of female rock and rollers. However, Columbia/CBS still had a hand in traditional pop and jazz and one of its key acquisitions during this period was Barbra Streisand[image: External link]. She released her first solo album on Columbia in 1963 and remains with the label to this day.

Perhaps the most commercially successful Columbia pop act of this period was Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]. The group broke through in 1965 when CBS producer Tom Wilson[image: External link] added drums and bass to the duo's recording of "The Sound of Silence[image: External link]" without their knowledge or approval. The dramatic success of the song ushered in the folk-rock[image: External link] boom of the mid-1960s. Simon and Garfunkel's final studio album, Bridge Over Troubled Water[image: External link] reached number one in the US album charts in January 1970 and became one of the most successful albums of all time.[38]

Over the course of the 1960s, Bob Dylan[image: External link] achieved a prominent position in Columbia. His early folk songs were recorded by many acts and became hits for Peter, Paul & Mary[image: External link] and The Turtles[image: External link]. Some of these cover versions became the foundation of the so-called folk rock[image: External link] genre. The Byrds[image: External link] achieved their pop breakthrough with a version of Dylan's "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]".

In 1965, Dylan's controversial decision to 'go electric'[image: External link] and work with rock musicians divided his audience but catapulted him to greater commercial success with his 1965 hit single "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]". Following his withdrawal from touring in 1966, Dylan recorded a large group of songs with his backing group The Band[image: External link] which reached other artists as 'demo recordings'. These resulted in hits by Manfred Mann[image: External link] ("The Mighty Quinn[image: External link]") and Brian Auger[image: External link], Julie Driscoll[image: External link] & Trinity ("This Wheel's On Fire[image: External link]"). Dylan's late 1960s albums John Wesley Harding[image: External link] and Nashville Skyline[image: External link] became cornerstone recordings of the emergent country rock[image: External link] genre and influenced The Byrds[image: External link] and The Flying Burrito Brothers[image: External link].

Miles Davis's late 1960s recordings, In A Silent Way[image: External link] and Bitches Brew[image: External link], pioneered a new fusion of jazz and rock music[image: External link].[39]
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 The 1970s




In September 1970, under the guidance of Clive Davis[image: External link], Columbia Records entered the West Coast rock market with a vengeance, both opening a state-of-the art recording studio (CBS recording studio, 827 Folsom St, San Francisco, later the Automatt[image: External link]) and establishing an A&R head and office in San Francisco at Fisherman's Wharf, headed by ex Nils Lofgren and Roy Buchanan bandmate, Monument records artist and producer George Daly[image: External link]. The recording studio operated under CBS until 1978.[40]

During the early 1970s, Columbia began recording in a four-channel process called quadraphonic[image: External link], using the "SQ" (Stereo Quadraphonic) standard which used an electronic encoding process that could be decoded by special amplifiers and then played through four speakers, with each speaker placed in the corner of a room. Remarkably, RCA countered with another quadraphonic process which required a special cartridge to play the "discrete" recordings for four-channel playback. Both Columbia and RCA's quadraphonic records could be played on conventional stereo equipment. Although the Columbia process required less equipment and was quite effective, many were confused by the competing systems and sales of both Columbia's matrix recordings and RCA's discrete recordings were disappointing. A few other companies also issued some matrix recordings for a few years. Quadraphonic recording was used by both classical artists, including Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] and Pierre Boulez[image: External link], and popular artists such as Electric Light Orchestra[image: External link], Billy Joel[image: External link], Pink Floyd[image: External link], Johnny Cash[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Carlos Santana[image: External link], Herbie Hancock[image: External link], The Clash[image: External link] and Blue Öyster Cult[image: External link]. Columbia even released a soundtrack album of the movie version of Funny Girl[image: External link] in quadraphonic. Many of these recordings were later remastered and released in Dolby surround sound on CD.

In 1976, Columbia Records of Canada was renamed CBS Records Canada Ltd.[41] The Columbia label continued to be used by CBS Canada, but the CBS label was introduced for French-language[image: External link] recordings. On May 5, 1979, Columbia Masterworks began digital recording[image: External link] in a recording session of Stravinsky[image: External link]'s Petrouchka[image: External link] by the New York Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], conducted by Zubin Mehta[image: External link], in New York (using 3M[image: External link]'s 32-channel multitrack digital recorder).
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 The 1980s and sale to Sony




The structure of US Columbia remained the same until 1980, when it spun off the classical/Broadway unit, Columbia Masterworks Records, into a separate imprint, CBS Masterworks Records[image: External link] (now Sony Classical).

In 1988, the CBS Records Group, including the Columbia Records unit, was acquired by Sony[image: External link], which re-christened the parent division Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] in 1991. As Sony only had a temporary license on the CBS Records name, it then acquired the rights to the Columbia trademarks (Columbia Graphophone[image: External link]) outside the U.S., Canada, Spain (trademark owned by BMG[image: External link]) and Japan (Nippon Columbia) from EMI[image: External link], which generally had not been used by them since the early 1970s. The CBS Records label was officially renamed Columbia Records on January 1, 1991 worldwide except Spain (where Sony got the rights in 2004 by forming a joint venture with BMG[42]) and Japan.[43] CBS Masterworks Records[image: External link] was renamed Sony Classical Records[image: External link]. In December 2006, CBS Corporation[image: External link] revived the CBS Records[image: External link] name for a new minor label closely linked with its television properties (coincidentally, the new CBS Records is currently distributed by another Sony Music division, RED Distribution[image: External link]).
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 The 1990s and today




Columbia Records remains a premier subsidiary label of Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]. The label is headed by chairman Rob Stringer[image: External link], along with executive vice president and general manager Joel Klaiman[image: External link], who joined the label in December 2012.[44] In 2009, during the re-consolidation of Sony Music, Columbia was partnered with its Epic Records[image: External link] sister to form the Columbia/Epic Label Group[image: External link][45] under which it operated as an imprint. In July 2011, as part of further corporate restructuring, Epic was split from the Columbia/Epic Group as Epic took in multiple artists from Jive Records.[46]

As of March 2013, Columbia Records is home to 90 artists such as Robbie Williams[image: External link], Calvin Harris[image: External link], and Daft Punk[image: External link].[47]
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 Logos and branding




The acquisition of rights to the Columbia trademarks by EMI (including the "Magic Notes" logo) presented the company with a dilemma of which logo to use. For much of the 1990s, Columbia released its albums without a logo, just the "COLUMBIA" word mark in the Bodoni[image: External link] Classic Bold typeface.[48] Columbia experimented with bringing back the "notes and mike" logo but without the CBS mark on the microphone. That logo is currently used in the "Columbia Jazz" series of jazz releases and reissues.[49] A modified "Magic Notes" logo is found on the logo for Sony Classical[image: External link]. In mid to late 1999, it was eventually decided that the "Walking Eye" (previously the CBS Records logo outside North America) would be Columbia's logo, with the retained Columbia word mark design, throughout the world except in Japan where Columbia Music Entertainment has the rights to the Columbia trademark to this day and continues to use the "Magic Notes" logo. In Japan, CBS/Sony Records was renamed Sony Records and continues to use the "Walking Eye" logo.
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 List of Columbia Records artists




Main article: List of Columbia Records artists[image: External link]


As of October 2012, there were 85 recording artists signed to Columbia Records,[50] making it the largest of the three flagship labels owned by Sony Music (followed by RCA Records[image: External link] with 78 artists and Epic Records[image: External link] with 43 artists).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Subsidiaries





	Kemosabe Records[image: External link]

	Small Giant Records
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 Affiliated labels
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 American Recording Company (ARC)




In February 1979 Maurice White[image: External link], founding member of the R&B group Earth, Wind & Fire, re-launched the American Recording Company[image: External link] (ARC). In addition to White's Earth, Wind & Fire, the Columbia Records-distributed label artist roster included successful R&B and pop singer Deniece Williams[image: External link], jazz-fusion group Weather Report[image: External link], and R&B trio the Emotions[image: External link]. The label's final release was in 1982.
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 Columbia Label Group (UK)




In January 2006, Sony BMG UK split its front-line operations into two separate labels. RCA Label Group, mainly dealing with Pop and R&B and Columbia Label Group, mainly dealing with Rock, Dance and Alternative music. Mike Smith[image: External link] is the Managing Director of Columbia Label Group, Ian Dutt is Marketing Director and Alison Donald is Director of A&R.
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 Aware Records




In 1997, Columbia made an affiliation with unsigned artist promotion label Aware Records[image: External link] to distribute Aware's artists' music. Through this venture, Columbia has had success finding highly successful artists. In 2002, Columbia and Aware accepted the option to continue this relationship.
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 Columbia Nashville




In 2007, Columbia formed Columbia Nashville and is part of Sony Music Nashville[image: External link]. This gave Columbia Nashville complete autonomy and managerial separation from Columbia in New York City. Columbia had given its country music[image: External link] department semi-autonomy for many years and through the 1950s, had a 20000 series catalog for country music singles while the rest of Columbia's output of singles had a 30000 then 40000 series catalog number.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Recording studios





	
Woolworth Building[image: External link] Studio



In 1913, Columbia moved into the Woolworth Building[image: External link] in New York City[51] and housed its first recording studio there. In 1917, Columbia used this studio to make one of the earliest jazz records, by the Original Dixieland Jass Band[image: External link].[52][53]


	Columbia 30th Street Studio[image: External link]



In New York City, Columbia Records had some of the most highly respected sound recording studios, including the Columbia 30th Street Studio[image: External link] at 207 East 30th Street ("Studio C" and "Studio D"), the CBS Studio Building[image: External link] at 49 East 52nd Street ("Studio B" on the second floor and "Studio E" on the sixth floor), and one of their earliest recording studios, "Studio A" at 799 - 7th Avenue near 52nd Street.[54]

The Columbia 30th Street Studio was considered by some in the music industry to be the best sounding room in its time, and others consider it to have been the greatest recording studio in history.[54]


	Liederkranz Hall Studio



Columbia also recorded in the highly respected Liederkranz Hall, at 111 East 58th Street between Park and Lexington Avenues, in New York City, a building built by and formerly belonging to a German cultural and musical society, The Liederkranz Society[image: External link], and used as a recording studio ( Victor[image: External link] also used this hall as a recording studio in the late 1920s).[54][55][56][57] The producer Morty Palitz had been instrumental in convincing Columbia Records to begin to use the Liederkranz Hall studio for recording music, additionally convincing the conductor Andre Kostelanetz[image: External link] to make some of the first recordings in Liederkranz Hall which until then had only been used for CBS Symphony[image: External link] radio shows.[58] In the late 1940s, the large Liederkranz Hall space was physically rearranged to make room for television studios.[54][59]
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 Executives





	
Rob Stringer[image: External link]—Chairman

	
Joel Klaiman[image: External link]—Executive vice president and general manager
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 See also





	RCA Records[image: External link]

	Epic Records[image: External link]

	Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]

	Sony BMG[image: External link]

	
Alex Steinweiss[image: External link], the label's Art Director from 1938 to 1943, inventor of the illustrated album cover and the LP sleeve

	
Jim Flora[image: External link], successor to Alex Steinweiss and legendary illustrator for the label during the 1940s

	List of record labels[image: External link]
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Destiny's Child





This article is about the group. For the group's eponymous album, see Destiny's Child (album).

Destiny's Child was an American[image: External link] girl group[image: External link] whose final and best-known line-up comprised Beyoncé Knowles, Kelly Rowland, and Michelle Williams. Formed in 1997 in Houston, Texas, Destiny's Child members began their musical endeavors as Girl's Tyme comprising, formed in 1990, among others,[1] Knowles, Rowland, LaTavia Roberson and LeToya Luckett. After years of limited success, they were signed in 1997 to Columbia Records and Music World Entertainment[image: External link] as Destiny's Child. Destiny's Child was launched into mainstream recognition following the 1999 release of their best-selling second album, The Writing's on the Wall, which contained the number-one singles "Bills, Bills, Bills" and "Say My Name". Despite critical and commercial success, the group was plagued by internal conflict and legal turmoil, as Roberson and Luckett attempted to split from the group's manager Mathew Knowles[image: External link], citing favoritism of Knowles and Rowland.

Both Roberson and Luckett were soon replaced with Williams and Farrah Franklin; however, in 2000, Franklin left, leaving the group as a trio[image: External link]. Their third album, Survivor, which contains themes the public interpreted as a channel to the group's experience, contains the worldwide hits "Independent Women", "Survivor" and "Bootylicious". In 2002, they announced a hiatus and re-united two years later for the release of their fourth and final studio album, Destiny Fulfilled (2004). Destiny's Child has sold more than sixty million records worldwide to date.[2] Billboard magazine ranks the group as one of the greatest musical trios of all time,[3] the ninth most successful artist/band of the 2000s,[4] placed the group 68th in its All-Time Hot 100 Artists list in 2008[5] and in December 2016, the magazine ranked them as the 90th most successful dance club artist of all-time.[6]
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 1990–97: Early beginnings and Girl's Tyme




In 1990, Beyoncé Knowles met rapper LaTavia Roberson while auditioning for a girl group.[7] Based in Houston, Texas, they were joined to a group that performed rapping and dancing. Kelly Rowland, who relocated to Knowles's house because of family issues, joined them in 1992. Originally named Girl's Tyme, they were eventually cut down to six members including Támar Davis[image: External link] and sisters Nikki and Nina Taylor.[8][9] With Knowles and Rowland, Girl's Tyme attracted nationwide attention:[8] west-coast R&B producer Arne Frager flew to Houston to see them. He brought them to his studio, The Plant Recording Studios, in Northern California, with focus on Knowles's vocals because Frager thought she had personality and the ability to sing.[8] With efforts to sign Girl's Tyme to a major record deal, Frager's strategy was to debut the group in Star Search, the biggest talent show on national TV at the time.[8] However, they lost the competition because, according to Knowles, their choice of song was wrong;[10] they were actually rapping instead of singing.[7]

Because of the group's defeat, Knowles's father, Mathew[image: External link], voluntarily dedicated his time to manage[image: External link] them.[8][11] Mathew Knowles decided to cut the original lineup to four, with the removal of Davis and the Taylor sisters and the inclusion of LeToya Luckett in 1993.[7][8] Aside from spending time at their church in Houston, Girl's Tyme practiced in their backyards and at Headliners Salon, owned by Knowles's mother, Tina. The group would test routines in the salon, when it was on Montrose Boulevard in Houston, and sometimes would collect tips from the customers. Their try out would be critiqued by the people inside. During their school days, Girl's Tyme performed at local gigs. When summer came, Mathew Knowles established a "boot camp" to train them in dance and vocal lessons.[12] After rigorous training, they began performing as opening acts for established R&B groups of that time such as SWV[image: External link], Dru Hill[image: External link] and Immature[image: External link].[7] Tina Knowles designed the group's attire for their performances.[12]

Over the course of the early years in their career, Girl's Tyme changed their name to Something Fresh, Cliché, the Dolls, and to Destiny.[13] The group signed with Elektra Records with the name Destiny, but were dropped several months later before they could release an album.[11] The pursuit of a record deal affected the Knowles family: in 1995, Mathew Knowles resigned from his job as a medical-equipment salesman,[8] a move that reduced Knowles's family's income by half, and her parents briefly separated due to the pressure.[8][11] In 1996, they changed their name to Destiny's Child, which was taken from a passage in the Book of Isaiah.[7][13] Mathew Knowles helped in negotiating a record deal with Columbia Records, which signed the group that same year.[7][9] Prior to signing with Columbia, the group had recorded several tracks in Oakland, California[image: External link] produced by D'wayne Wiggins[image: External link] of Tony! Toni! Toné![image: External link], including "Killing Time", which upon the label's recognition that Destiny's Child had a "unique quality", was included in the soundtrack to the 1997 film Men in Black.[7][14]
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 1998–2000: Breakthrough and lineup changes




Destiny's Child released their self-titled debut album in the United States on February 17, 1998, featuring productions by Tim & Bob[image: External link], Rob Fusari[image: External link], Jermaine Dupri[image: External link], Wyclef Jean, Dwayne Wiggins[image: External link] and Corey Rooney.[7] Destiny's Child peaked at number sixty-seven on the Billboard 200 and number fourteen on the Billboard Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link].[15] It managed to sell over one million copies in the United States, earning a platinum certification by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).[16] The remix version to the album's lead single, "No, No, No", reached number one on the Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Singles & Tracks[image: External link] and number three on the Billboard Hot 100. Its follow-up single, "With Me Part 1[image: External link]" failed to reproduce the success of "No, No, No". Meanwhile, the group featured on a song from the soundtrack album of the romantic drama Why Do Fools Fall in Love[image: External link] and "Get on the Bus[image: External link]" had a limited release in Europe and other markets. In 1998, Destiny's Child garnered three Soul Train Lady of Soul awards[7] including Best New Artist for "No, No, No". Knowles considered their debut successful but not huge, claiming as a neo soul[image: External link] record it was too mature for the group at the time.[17]

After the success of their debut album, Destiny's Child re-entered the studio quickly, bringing in a new lineup of producers, including Kevin "She'kspere" Briggs[image: External link][7] and Rodney Jerkins. Coming up with The Writing's on the Wall, they released it on July 27, 1999 and it eventually became their breakthrough album.[17] The Writing's on the Wall peaked at number five on the Billboard 200 and number two on R&B chart in early 2000.[15] "Bills, Bills, Bills" was released in 1999 as the album's lead single and reached the top spot of the Billboard Hot 100, becoming their first US number-one single.[7] The Writing's on the Wall has been credited as Destiny's Child's breakthrough album, spurring their career and introducing them to a wider audience.[12][18] The main key to the group's breakthrough was the album's third single, "Say My Name",[18] which topped the Billboard Hot 100 for three consecutive weeks. The successful release of the singles bolstered the album's sales,[9][19] eventually selling over eight million copies in the United States, gaining eight-time platinum certification by the RIAA.[7][16] The Writing's on the Wall sold more than 11 million copies worldwide and was one of the top-selling albums of 2000.[20]

In December 1999, Luckett and Roberson attempted to split with their manager, claiming that he kept a disproportionate share of the group's profits and unfairly favored Knowles and Rowland.[7] While they never intended to leave the group, when the video for "Say My Name" surfaced in February 2000, Roberson and Luckett found out that two new members were joining Knowles and Rowland.[7] Prior to the video premiere, Knowles announced on TRL[image: External link] that original members Luckett and Roberson had left the group.[9] They were replaced by Michelle Williams, a former backup singer to Monica[image: External link], and Farrah Franklin, an aspiring singer-actress.[12] Shortly after her stint with Monica, Williams was introduced to Destiny's Child by choreographer Braden Larson aka "Peanut Orlando", and was flown to Houston where she stayed with the Knowles family.[12]

In March 2000, Roberson and Luckett filed a lawsuit against Mathew Knowles and their former bandmates for breach of partnership and fiduciary duties. Following the suit, both sides were disparaging towards each other in the media.[7] Five months after joining, Franklin left the group. The remaining members claimed that this was due to missed promotional appearances and concerts. According to Williams, Franklin could not handle stress.[12] Franklin, however, disclosed that she left because of the negativity surrounding the strife and her inability to assert any control in the decision making.[7] Her departure was seen as less controversial. Williams, on the other hand, disclosed that her inclusion in the group resulted in her "battling insecurity": "I was comparing myself to the other members, and the pressure was on me."[12]

Towards the end of 2000, Roberson and Luckett dropped the portion of their lawsuit aimed at Rowland and Knowles in exchange for a settlement, though they continued the action against their manager. As part of the agreement, both sides were prohibited from speaking about each other publicly.[7] Roberson and Luckett formed another girl group named Anjel but also left it due to issues with the record company. Although band members were affected by the turmoil, Destiny's Child's success continued. The following years of their career were seen as the group's most successful stretch,[7] becoming a pop culture phenomenon.[9] "Say My Name" became their second number-one and biggest single to date.[17] The fourth single from The Writing's on the Wall, "Jumpin', Jumpin'", also became a top-ten hit. During this time, Destiny's Child began performing as an opening act at the concerts of pop singers Britney Spears and Christina Aguilera[image: External link].[7]

With Williams in the new lineup, Destiny's Child released a theme song for the soundtrack to the film version of Charlie's Angels. Released as a single in October 2000, "Independent Women Part 1[image: External link]" spent eleven consecutive weeks atop the Billboard Hot 100 from November 2000 to January 2001,[9] the longest-running number-one single of Destiny's Child's career and of that year in the United States.[21] The successful release of the single boosted the sales of the soundtrack album to Charlie's Angels to 1.5 million by 2001.[13] In 2000, Destiny's Child won Soul Train's Sammy Davis Jr. Entertainer of the Year award.[13]
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 2001–2003: Survivor, subsequent releases, hiatus and side projects




At the 2001 Billboard Music Awards[image: External link], Destiny's Child won several accolades, including Artist of the Year and Duo/Group of the Year,[22] and again won Artist of the Year among five awards they snagged in 2001.[23] In September 2000, the group took home two at the sixth annual Soul Train Lady of Soul Awards, including R&B/Soul Album of the Year, Group for The Writing's on the Wall.[24] Destiny's Child recorded their third album, Survivor, from mid-2000 until early 2001. In the production process, Knowles assumed more control in co-producing and co-writing almost the entire album.[7][25][26] Survivor hit record stores in the spring of 2001 and entered the Billboard 200 at number one, selling over 663,000 copies in its first week sales.[15][27] The first three singles, "Independent Women Part I", "Survivor" and "Bootylicious" reached the top three in the United States and were also successful in other countries;[7] the first two were consecutive number-one singles in the United Kingdom.[28] The album was certified four-time platinum in the United States[16] and double platinum in Australia.[29] It sold 6 million copies as of July 27, 2001.[30]

In the wake of the September 11 attacks, Destiny's Child canceled a European tour and performed in a concert benefit for the survivors.[7] In October 2001, the group released a holiday[image: External link] album, 8 Days of Christmas, which contained updated versions of several Christmas songs.[31] The album managed to reach number thirty-four on the Billboard 200.[15] In February 2001, Destiny's Child won two Grammy awards for "Say My Name": Best R&B Vocal Performance by a Duo or Group and Best R&B Song.[32] They also earned an American Music Award for Favorite Soul/R&B Band/Duo.[7] Also in 2001, Destiny's Child sang backup vocals for Solange Knowles, who was the lead, on the theme song to the animated Disney Channel[image: External link] series The Proud Family[image: External link]. In March 2002, a remix[image: External link] compilation titled This Is the Remix was released to win fans over before a new studio album would be released.[33] The remix album reached number 29 in the United States.[15] The lead single "Survivor" was by some interpreted as a response to the strife between the band members, although Knowles claimed it was not directed at anybody. Seeing it as a breach of the agreement that barred each party from public disparagement, Roberson and Luckett once again filed a lawsuit against Destiny's Child and Sony Music[image: External link], shortly following the release of This Is the Remix. In June 2002, remaining cases were settled in court.[7]

In late 2000, Destiny's Child announced their plan to embark on individual side projects, including releases of solo albums,[25] an idea by their manager.[34] In 2002, Williams released her solo album, Heart to Yours[image: External link], a contemporary gospel[image: External link] collection.[7] The album reached number one on the Billboard Top Gospel Albums chart. In the same date Heart to Yours hit stores, Destiny's Child released their official autobiography, Soul Survivors.[35] Rowland collaborated with hip hop artist Nelly[image: External link] on " Dilemma[image: External link]", which became a worldwide hit and earned Rowland a Grammy;[34] she became the first member of Destiny's Child to have achieved a US number-one single. In the same year, Knowles co-starred with Mike Myers in the box-office hit Austin Powers in Goldmember. She recorded her first solo single, "Work It Out[image: External link]", for the film's soundtrack.[7] To capitalize on the success of "Dilemma", Rowland's solo debut album Simply Deep[image: External link] was brought forward from its early 2003 release to September 2002.[36] Rowland's career took off internationally when Simply Deep[image: External link] hit number one on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link].[37] In the same year, she made her feature film debut in the horror film Freddy vs. Jason[image: External link]. Meanwhile, Knowles made her second film, The Fighting Temptations, and appeared as featured vocalist on her then-boyfriend Jay-Z[image: External link]'s single "'03 Bonnie & Clyde", which paved the way for the release of her debut solo album.[38]

As an upshot from the success of "Dilemma", Knowles's debut album, Dangerously in Love, was postponed many times until June 2003.[36][39] Knowles was considered the most successful among the three solo releases.[40] Dangerously in Love debuted at number one on the Billboard 200, selling 317,000 copies.[41] It yielded the number-one hits "Crazy in Love[image: External link]", and "Baby Boy[image: External link]"; and the top-five singles "Me, Myself and I[image: External link]" and "Naughty Girl[image: External link]". The album was certified 4x platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).[42] It remains as Knowles's best-selling album to date, with sales of 4.9 million copies in the United States, as of July 2009.[43] Worldwide, the album has sold more than eleven million copies.[44][45] Knowles solo debut was well received by critics, earning five Grammy awards[image: External link] in one night for Dangerously in Love, tying the likes of Norah Jones, Lauryn Hill, and Alicia Keys for most Grammys received in one night by a female artist.[46] In November 2003, Williams appeared as Aida[image: External link] on Broadway. In January 2004, she released her second gospel album, Do You Know[image: External link].[7]

Dwayne Wiggins, who had produced their first recordings as Destiny's Child, filed suit in 2002 against his former counsel (Bloom, Hergott, Diemer & Cook LLP) seeking $15 million in damages for lessening his contractual agreement with the group without his consent, effectively nullifying his original contract that offered Sony Music/Columbia Destiny's Child's exclusive recording services for an initial seven years, in exchange for "certain royalties", instead of royalties only from the first three albums. The case was settled for an undisclosed amount.[47] In June 2003, Mathew Knowles announced that Destiny's Child would expand back to a quartet, revealing Knowles's younger sister, Solange, as the latest addition to the group.[48] Destiny's Child had previously recorded songs with Solange and shared the stage when she temporarily replaced Rowland after she broke her toes while performing. Their manager, however, said the idea was used to test reactions from the public.[49] In August 2003, Knowles herself confirmed that her sister would not be joining in the group, and instead promoted Solange's debut album, Solo Star[image: External link], released in January 2003.[50]
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 2004–2006: Destiny Fulfilled and #1's




Three years after the hiatus, members of Destiny's Child reunited to record their fourth and final studio album, Destiny Fulfilled.[7] The album introduces the trio to a harder, "urban" sound, and songs featured are conceptually interrelated.[51] Destiny Fulfilled saw equality in the trio:[17] each member contributed to writing on the majority songs,[52] as well as becoming executive producers aside from their manager.[53] Released on November 15, 2004, Destiny Fulfilled failed to top Survivor; the album reached number two the following week, selling 497,000 copies in its first week, compared to 663,000 for the previous album.[54] Certified three-time platinum in the United States,[16] it was still one of the best-selling albums of 2005, selling over eight million copies worldwide;[44] it pushed the group back into the position of the best-selling female group and American group of the year. Four singles were released from the album: the lead "Lose My Breath", "Soldier", "Cater 2 U[image: External link]" and " Girl[image: External link]"; the first two reached number three in the United States. "Soldier" "Cater 2 U" were certified platinum by the RIAA in 2006.[16]

To promote the album, Destiny's Child embarked on their worldwide concert tour, Destiny Fulfilled... and Lovin' It Tour[image: External link]. On June 11, 2005, while at the Palau Sant Jordi in Barcelona[image: External link], Spain, the group announced before 16,000 people their official breakup.[55] Destiny's Child claimed, however, that naming it Destiny Fulfilled was not a coincidence of sort.[56] Right in the making of the album, they planned to part ways after their fourteen-year career as a group to facilitate their continued pursuit in individual aspirations. Knowles stated that their destinies were already fulfilled.[56] The group exclusively sent a letter to MTV about the decision:


We have been working together as Destiny's Child since we were 9, and touring together since we were 14. After a lot of discussion and some deep soul searching, we realized that our current tour has given us the opportunity to leave Destiny's Child on a high note, united in our friendship and filled with an overwhelming gratitude for our music, our fans, and each other. After all these wonderful years working together, we realized that now is the time to pursue our personal goals and solo efforts in earnest...No matter what happens, we will always love each other as friends and sisters and will always support each other as artists. We want to thank all of our fans for their incredible love and support and hope to see you all again as we continue fulfilling our destinies.

—Destiny's Child, MTV[55]



Destiny's Child released their greatest hits album, #1's, on October 25, 2005. The compilation includes their number-one hits including "Independent Woman Part 1", "Say My Name" and "Bootylicious". Three new tracks were recorded for the compilation including "Stand Up for Love[image: External link]", which was recorded for the theme song to the World Children's Day, and "Check on It[image: External link]", a song Knowles recorded for The Pink Panther's soundtrack.[57] Record producer David Foster[image: External link], his daughter Amy Foster-Gillies and Knowles wrote "Stand Up for Love" as the anthem to the World Children's Day[image: External link], an annual worldwide event to raise awareness and funds for children causes. Over the past three years, more than $50 million have been raised to benefit Ronald McDonald House Charities and other children's organizations. Destiny's Child lent their voices and support as global ambassadors for the 2005 program.[58] #1's was also released as a DualDisc[image: External link], featuring the same track listing, seven videos of selected songs and a trailer of the concert DVD Destiny's Child: Live in Atlanta.[57] The DVD was filmed during the Atlanta[image: External link] visit of the Destiny Fulfilled ... And Lovin' It[image: External link] tour, and was released on March 28, 2006. It has been certified platinum by the RIAA, denoting shipments of over one million units.[16] The title of the compilation fueled a ripple as it contained number-one singles, although not exclusively. While the liner notes of the compilation does not present any information regarding commercial performances of the songs featured, writer Keith Caulfield of Billboard magazine suggested that the name could only be "a marketing angle".[59] Despite this, journalist Chris Harris of MTV said that it "lives up to its name".[60]
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 Disbandment and aftermath




Destiny's Child reunited for a farewell performance at the 2006 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] on February 19, 2006 in Houston, Texas; however, Knowles commented, "It's the last album, but it's not the last show."[61][62] Their final televised performance was at the Fashion Rocks benefit concert in New York a few days later.[61] On March 28, 2006, Destiny's Child was inducted into the Hollywood Walk of Fame, the 2,035th recipient of the coveted recognition.[63] At the 2006 BET Awards, Destiny's Child won Best Group, a category they also earned in 2005 and 2001.[64]

After their formal disbandment, all members resumed their solo careers and have each experienced different levels of success.[65] Since then, Knowles, Rowland and Williams have continued to collaborate on each other's solo projects through song features, music video appearances, and live performances. Both Rowland and Williams, along with Knowles's sister Solange, appeared in Knowles's music video for her single "Get Me Bodied" (2007). On June 26, 2007, the group made a mini-reunion at the 2007 BET Awards, where Knowles performed "Get Me Bodied" with Williams and Solange as her back-up dancers. After her performance, Knowles introduced Rowland who performed her single "Like This[image: External link]" (2007) with Eve[image: External link].[66] On the September 2, 2007 Los Angeles stop of The Beyoncé Experience tour, Knowles sang a snippet of "Survivor" with Rowland and Williams, and the latter two rendered a "Happy Birthday" song to Knowles. The performance was featured in Knowles's tour DVD, The Beyoncé Experience Live.[67] In 2008, Knowles recorded a cover of Billy Joel[image: External link]'s " Honesty[image: External link]" for Destiny's Child's compilation album Mathew Knowles & Music World Present Vol.1: Love Destiny[image: External link], which was released only in Japan to celebrate the group's tenth-year anniversary.[68][69]

Rowland made a cameo appearance in Knowles's music video for her single "Party" (2011),[70][71] and the group's third compilation album, Playlist: The Very Best of Destiny's Child, was released in 2012 to mark the fifteenth anniversary since their formation.[72] The fourth compilation album, Love Songs, was released on January 29, 2013, and included the newly recorded song "Nuclear", produced by Pharrell Williams.[73] "Nuclear" marked the first original music from Destiny's Child in eight years.[74] The following month, Rowland and Williams appeared as special guests for Knowles's Super Bowl XLVII halftime show, where they performed "Bootylicious", "Independent Women" and Knowles's own song "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)".[75] A video album titled Destiny's Child Video Anthology was released in May 2013 and featured sixteen of the group's music videos.[76] Knowles and Williams were then featured on Rowland's song "You Changed" from her fourth solo album Talk a Good Game[image: External link] (2013).[77] Later that year, Rowland and Williams made cameo appearances in the music videos for Knowles's songs " Superpower[image: External link]" and "Grown Woman", which were both included on her self-titled fifth solo visual album.[78][79] Williams released the single "Say Yes[image: External link]" in June 2014, featuring Knowles and Rowland.[80] They performed "Say Yes" together during the 2015 Stellar Awards[image: External link], and the live version of the song was mastered for iTunes in April 2015.[81] On November 7, 2016, the group reunited in a video to try the Mannequin Challenge[image: External link], which was posted on Rowland's official Instagram[image: External link] account.[82]
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 Musical style and themes




Destiny's Child recorded R&B[image: External link] songs with styles that encompasses urban[image: External link], contemporary, and dance-pop[image: External link].[83] In the group's original line-up, Knowles was the lead vocalist, Rowland was the second lead vocalist, Luckett was on soprano[image: External link], and Roberson was on alto[image: External link].[84][85] Knowles remained as the lead vocalist in the group's final line-up as a trio, however, Rowland and Williams also took turns in singing lead for the majority of their songs.[12][86] Destiny's Child cited R&B singer Janet Jackson as one of their influences.[87] Ann Powers of The New York Times described Destiny's Child music as "fresh and emotional ... these ladies have the best mixes, the savviest samples and especially the most happening beats."[19] In the same publication, Jon Pareles noted that the sound that defines Destiny's Child, aside from Knowles's voice, "is the way its melodies jump in and out of double-time. Above brittle, syncopated rhythm[image: External link] tracks, quickly articulated verses alternate with smoother choruses."[88] The group usually harmonize their vocals in their songs, especially on the ballads. In most instances of their songs, each member sings one verse and chimes in at the chorus.[86] In their third album Survivor (2001), each member sings lead in the majority of the songs.[12] Knowles said, "... everybody is a part of the music ... Everybody is singing lead on every song, and it's so great—because now Destiny's Child is at the point vocally and mentally that it should be at."[89] Knowles, however, completely led songs like "Brown Eyes" and "Dangerously in Love[image: External link]". The group explored their lyrics to man-to-woman relationship, sisterhood and female empowerment anthems.

Survivor contains themes interpreted by the public as a reference to the group's internal conflict. The title track, "Survivor", which set the theme used throughout the album,[12] features the lyrics "I'm not gonna blast you on the radio ... I'm not gonna lie on you or your family ... I'm not gonna hate you in the magazine" caused Roberson and Luckett to file a lawsuit against the group; the lyrics were perceived to be a violation over their agreement following a settlement in court.[7] In an interview, Knowles commented: "The lyrics to the single 'Survivor' are Destiny's Child's story, because we've been through a lot, ... We went through our drama with the members ... Any complications we've had in our 10-year period of time have made us closer and tighter and better."[12] In another song called "Fancy", which contains the lyrics "You always tried to compete with me, girl ... find your own identity", was interpreted by critic David Browne, in his review of the album for Entertainment Weekly magazine, as a response to the lawsuit.[90] Stephen Thomas Erlewine of AllMusic summarized Survivor as "a determined, bullheaded record, intent on proving Destiny's Child has artistic merit largely because the group survived internal strife. ... It's a record that tries to be a bold statement of purpose, but winds up feeling forced and artificial."[91] Despite the album's receiving critical praise, Knowles's close involvement has occasionally generated criticism. Knowles wrote and co-produced the bulk of Survivor.[12] Browne suggested that her help made Survivor a "premature, but inevitable, growing pains album".[90] In the majority of the songs on their final studio album Destiny Fulfilled (2004), the verses are divided into three sections, with Knowles singing first, followed by Rowland, then Williams; the three harmonize together during the choruses.[86]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Public image




Destiny's Child were compared to The Supremes, a 1960s American female singing group[image: External link], with Knowles being compared to Supremes frontwoman Diana Ross; Knowles, however, has dismissed the notion.[17] Coincidentally, Knowles starred in the film adaptation of the 1981 Broadway musical[image: External link] Dreamgirls as Deena Jones, the front woman of the Dreams, a female singing group based on the Supremes. With Knowles's wide role assumed in the production of Survivor, Gil Kaufman of MTV noted that "it became clear that Beyoncé was emerging as DC's unequivocal musical leader and public face".[7] Her dominance to the creative input in the album made the album "very much her work".[90] For Lola Ogunnaike of The New York Times, "It's been a long-held belief in the music industry that Destiny's Child was little more than a launching pad for Beyoncé Knowles's inevitable solo career."[92]

In the wake of Knowles's debut solo album Dangerously in Love (2003), rumors spread about a possible split of Destiny's Child after each member had experienced solo success and had ongoing projects.[55][93] Comparisons were drawn to Justin Timberlake, who did not return to band 'N Sync[image: External link] after his breakthrough debut solo album, Justified[image: External link].[7][93] Rowland responded to such rumors, announcing they were back in the studio together.[94] The group claimed that the reunion was destined to happen[7] and that their affinity to each other kept them cohesive.[51] Margeaux Watson, arts editor at Suede magazine, suggested that Knowles "does not want to appear disloyal to her former partners," and called her decision to return to the group "a charitable one".[92] Knowles's mother, Tina, wrote a 2002-published book, titled Destiny's Style: Bootylicious Fashion, Beauty and Lifestyle Secrets From Destiny's Child, an account of how fashion influenced Destiny's Child's success.[95]
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 Legacy and impact




Destiny's Child have been referred to as R&B icons,[96] and have sold more than 60 million records worldwide.[97][98] Following the disbandment of Destiny's Child, MTV[image: External link]'s James Montgomery noted that "they have left a fairly sizable legacy behind" as "one of the best-selling female pop vocal groups[image: External link] in history."[99] Billboard observed that Destiny's Child were "defined by a combination of feisty female empowerment anthems, killer dance moves and an eviable fashion sense,"[3] while Essence noted that they "set trends with their harmonious music and cutting-edge style."[100] In 2015, Daisy Jones of Dazed Digital[image: External link] published an article on how the group made a significant impact in R&B music, writing "Without a hint of rose tint, Destiny's Child legitimately transformed the sound of R&B forever... their distinct influence can be found peppered all over today's pop landscape, from Tinashe[image: External link] to Ariana Grande."[101] Nicole Marrow of The Cut magazine believed that R&B music in the 1990s and early 2000s "was virtually redefined by the success of powerhouse performers like TLC[image: External link] and Destiny's Child, who preached a powerful litany of embracing womanhood and celebrating individuality."[102] Hugh McIntyre of Forbes wrote that before The Pussycat Dolls[image: External link] and Danity Kane[image: External link] burst onto the music scene in the mid-2000s, Destiny's Child were "the reigning queens" of the girl group genre.[103]

Destiny's Child's final line-up as a trio has been widely noted as the group's most recognizable and successful line-up.[65][104] Billboard recognized them as one of the greatest musical trios of all time; they were also ranked as the third most successful girl group of all time on the Billboard charts[image: External link], behind TLC and The Supremes.[3][105] The group's single "Independent Women" (2000) ranked second on Billboard's list of the "Top 40 Biggest Girl Group Songs of All Time on the Billboard Hot 100 Chart".[106] "Independent Women" was also acknowledged by the Guinness World Records[image: External link] as the longest-running number-one song on the Hot 100 by a girl group.[107] The term "Bootylicious" (a combination of the words booty and delicious) became popularized by Destiny's Child's single of the same and was later added to the Oxford English Dictionary in 2006.[108] The term was also used to describe Beyoncé during the 2000s decade due to her curvacious figure.[109][110] VH1 included "Bootylicious" on their "100 Greatest Songs of the '00s" list in 2011, and Destiny's Child on their "100 Greatest Women in Music" list the following year.[111][112] Additionally, "Independent Women" was ranked as one of NME's "100 Best Songs of the 00s".[113] Destiny's Child was honored at the 2005 World Music Awards[image: External link] with the World's Best Selling Female Group of All Time Award, which included a 17-minute tribute performance by Patti LaBelle[image: External link], Usher, Babyface[image: External link], Rihanna, Amerie[image: External link] and Teairra Mari[image: External link].[114][115] In 2006, the group was awarded a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.[63]

Destiny's Child has been credited as a musical influence or inspiration by several artists including Rihanna,[116][117] Fifth Harmony[image: External link],[118] Little Mix[image: External link],[119] Girls Aloud[image: External link],[120][121] Haim[image: External link],[121][122] Jess Glynne[image: External link],[123] Katy B[image: External link],[121][124] and RichGirl[image: External link].[125] Ciara[image: External link] was inspired to pursue a career in music after seeing Destiny's Child perform on television.[126] Ariana Grande cited Destiny's Child as one of her vocal inspirations, saying that listening to the group's music is how she discovered her range and "learned about harmonies and runs and ad-libs."[127] Meghan Trainor stated that her single " No[image: External link]" (2016) was inspired by the late 1990s and early 2000s sounds of Destiny's Child, NSYNC[image: External link], and Britney Spears.[128] Fifth Harmony cited Destiny's Child as their biggest inspiration, and even paid tribute to the group by performing a medley of "Say My Name", "Independent Women", "Bootylicious" and "Survivor" on the television show Greatest Hits[image: External link].[129] Fifth Harmony also incorporated elements of the intro from "Bootylicious" for the intro to their own song "Brave, Honest, Beautiful" (2015).[130]
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Main article: Destiny's Child discography



	
Destiny's Child (1998)

	
The Writing's on the Wall (1999)

	
Survivor (2001)

	
8 Days of Christmas (2001)

	
Destiny Fulfilled (2004)
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 Tours





	Headlining




	1999 European Tour (1999)

	2002 World Tour (2002)

	
Destiny Fulfilled... and Lovin' It (2005–06)




	Co-headlining




	
Total Request Live Tour (with 3LW[image: External link], Dream[image: External link], Jessica Simpson[image: External link], City High[image: External link], Eve[image: External link] and Nelly[image: External link] with the St. Lunatics[image: External link]) (2001)




	Opening act




	
SWV World Tour[image: External link] (opened for SWV[image: External link]) (1996)

	Evolution Tour (opened for Boyz II Men) (1998)

	
FanMail Tour[image: External link] (opened for TLC[image: External link]) (1999)

	Introducing IMx Tour (opened for IMx[image: External link]) (2000)

	
Christina Aguilera in Concert[image: External link] (opened for Christina Aguilera[image: External link]) (2000)

	
(You Drive Me) Crazy Tour[image: External link] (opened for Britney Spears) (2000)
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 See also





	List of awards received by Destiny's Child[image: External link]

	List of best-selling girl groups[image: External link]
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Austin Powers in Goldmember





Austin Powers in Goldmember is a 2002 American spy[image: External link] action comedy film[image: External link]. It is the third and final installment of the Austin Powers trilogy[image: External link] starring Mike Myers in the title role[image: External link]. The film was directed by Jay Roach[image: External link], and co-written by Mike Myers and Michael McCullers[image: External link]. Myers also plays the roles of Dr. Evil[image: External link], Goldmember[image: External link], and Fat Bastard[image: External link]. The movie co-stars Beyoncé in her theatrical film debut, as well as Robert Wagner[image: External link], Seth Green[image: External link], Michael York[image: External link], Verne Troyer[image: External link], Michael Caine[image: External link], Mindy Sterling[image: External link] and Fred Savage[image: External link]. There are a number of cameo appearances[image: External link] including Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Kevin Spacey[image: External link], Britney Spears, Quincy Jones[image: External link], Tom Cruise[image: External link], Danny DeVito[image: External link], Katie Couric[image: External link], Gwyneth Paltrow, John Travolta[image: External link], Nathan Lane[image: External link], and The Osbournes[image: External link].

In a self-parody of the Austin Powers series, there is a film within the film[image: External link] in the opening. Austin Powers is featured in a bio-pic[image: External link] called Austinpussy (a parody of the James Bond[image: External link] film Octopussy[image: External link]) directed by Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and starring Tom Cruise[image: External link] as Austin Powers, Gwyneth Paltrow as Dixie Normous, Kevin Spacey[image: External link] as Dr. Evil, Danny DeVito[image: External link] as Mini-Me, and John Travolta[image: External link] as Goldmember.

Goldmember is a loose parody of the James Bond films Goldfinger[image: External link] and You Only Live Twice[image: External link], also incorporating elements of The Spy Who Loved Me[image: External link], Live and Let Die[image: External link], The Man with the Golden Gun[image: External link] and GoldenEye[image: External link]. The film grossed $296.6 million at the box office internationally.
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 Plot




Dr. Evil[image: External link] plans to travel back in time to 1975 and bring back Johan van der Smut[image: External link], aka "Goldmember", who developed a cold fusion[image: External link] unit for a tractor beam[image: External link] which Dr. Evil names "Preparation H". He intends to use the tractor beam to pull a meteor into the Earth, striking the polar ice caps and causing a global flood. Moments after this plan is revealed, Austin Powers[image: External link] and the British Secret Service attack the base and arrest Dr. Evil. Austin is knighted for his services, but is disappointed when his father, the famous super-spy Nigel Powers, does not attend the event. Basil Exposition[image: External link] later informs Austin that Nigel has been kidnapped, and the only clue is that the crew of his yacht have had their genitalia painted gold.

Austin visits the imprisoned Dr. Evil, who tells him that Goldmember is behind the abduction. Time-travelling to 1975, Austin infiltrates Goldmember's roller disco[image: External link] club and is reunited with his former lover, FBI agent Foxxy Cleopatra, who is undercover as a disco singer. With Foxxy's help, Austin locates his father, but is unable to rescue him. Goldmember takes Nigel through Dr. Evil's time machine into the present day. Foxxy wants revenge on Goldmember for murdering her partner, and accompanies Austin in his pursuit. In the present, Dr. Evil and Mini-Me instigate a riot in their prison, allowing them to escape. A British Intelligence mole[image: External link] named Number 3 informs Austin that Dr. Evil has moved to a new lair near Tokyo. Austin and Foxxy travel to Tokyo and confront Fat Bastard[image: External link], who is now a sumo wrestler[image: External link], but still does work for Dr. Evil. Fat Bastard explains that a Japanese business man, Mr. Roboto[image: External link], is working on a device for Dr. Evil and Goldmember.

Austin and Foxxy later meet with Mr. Roboto, who pleads ignorance about Nigel's whereabouts. Unconvinced, Austin and Foxxy infiltrate Roboto's factory where the command unit for the tractor beam is being loaded in Goldmember's car, and Roboto hands Goldmember a golden key needed to activate the beam. Foxxy confronts Goldmember while Austin attempts to free Nigel, but Goldmember escapes with the command unit and flees to Dr. Evil's sub. Unable to settle their differences, Nigel and Austin part ways when they disagree on how to deal with the situation. Meanwhile, Dr. Evil's son, Scott Evil[image: External link], has become increasingly evil in an attempt to prove himself to his father, to the point that he too is going bald. Scott presents his father with sharks with laser beams attached to their heads, a request that had gone unfulfilled in the first film[image: External link]. Dr. Evil replaces Mini-Me with Scott as his favored son; the rejected Mini-Me defects and joins Austin.

Austin, Foxxy and Mini-Me infiltrate the sub, but Austin is captured. Dr. Evil prepares to activate the tractor beam, but Foxxy has stolen the key and frees Austin. Austin prepares to shoot Dr. Evil, when Nigel appears and reveals Dr. Evil and Austin are brothers, separated when they were toddlers when an assassination attempt killed their mother, and Dr. Evil was found and raised by Belgians. Dr. Evil and Austin embrace, enraging Scott, who flees to pursue his own vengeance, whilst Goldmember commandeers the tractor beam's controls, unzipping his pants to reveal his gold-covered genitals to be a spare key. Goldmember activates the tractor beam, but Austin and Dr. Evil work together to reverse its polarity, destroying the meteor and saving the world. The heroes arrest Goldmember, who turns to the camera to reveal the entire string of events was adapted into a film[image: External link] by Steven Spielberg[image: External link], starring Tom Cruise[image: External link] as Austin, Kevin Spacey[image: External link] as Dr. Evil, Danny DeVito[image: External link] as Mini-Me, and John Travolta[image: External link] as Goldmember. Austin, Foxxy, Dr. Evil, Mini-Me and Nigel are in the audience of a Hollywood theater watching the film. Upon exiting the theater they run into Fat Bastard, now thinner but flabby, thanks to the Subway diet[image: External link]. As Austin and Foxxy kiss, in Dr. Evil's Hollywood lair, Scott – now completely bald, dressed like and laughing in a manner similar to his father—declares he will get his revenge on Austin and begins dancing like Michael Jackson.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast






	
Mike Myers as Austin Powers[image: External link], a British agent.




	Myers's other roles in the film include:

	
Dr. Evil[image: External link], a Belgian former supervillain[image: External link].

	
Fat Bastard[image: External link], a Scottish former Ministry of Defense who now works as a Japanese sumo wrestler.

	
Goldmember[image: External link] a Dutch supervillain and former henchman of Dr. Evil








	
Aaron Himelstein[image: External link] as young Austin Powers

	
Josh Zuckerman[image: External link] as young Dr. Evil

	
Beyoncé as Foxxy Cleopatra,[1] Austin's sidekick and Goldmember's rival

	
Michael York[image: External link] as Basil Exposition[image: External link], Austin's assistant

	Eddie Adams as young Basil Exposition





	
Michael Caine[image: External link] as Nigel Powers[image: External link][2] a British agent and Austin's father

	
Scott Aukerman[image: External link] as young Nigel Powers





	
Robert Wagner[image: External link] as Number Two[image: External link], Dr. Evil's former henchman

	
Rob Lowe[image: External link] as Middle Number Two

	
Evan Farmer[image: External link] as Young Number Two





	
Seth Green[image: External link] as Scott Evil[image: External link], Dr. Evil's son

	
Verne Troyer[image: External link] as Mini-Me[image: External link], Dr. Evil's mini doppelganger

	
Mindy Sterling[image: External link] as Frau Farbissina[image: External link], Dr. Evil's wife

	
Fred Savage[image: External link] as Number Three / Mole[image: External link]


	
Brian Tee[image: External link] as Godzilla Pedestrian

	
Masi Oka[image: External link] as Godzilla Copyright Pedestrian

	
Clint Howard[image: External link] as Radar Operator Johnson Ritter[image: External link]


	
Michael McDonald[image: External link] as Royal Guard

	
Donna D'Errico[image: External link] as Female Vendor

	
Fred Stoller[image: External link] as Melon Guy

	
Greg Grunberg[image: External link] as the shirtless fan with the letter "T" (Greg's brother Brad Grunberg is the fan with the "A")

	
Kinga Philipps[image: External link] as Mrs. Powers

	
Kevin Stea[image: External link] as Assistant Director of "Austinpussy" / Dancer

	
Anna-Marie Goddard[image: External link], Nina Kaczorowski[image: External link], and Nikki Ziering[image: External link] as henchwomen

	
Ming Tea[image: External link] as Themselves

	
Rachel Roberts as The Model

	
Susanna Hoffs[image: External link] as Gillian Shagwell

	
Matthew Sweet[image: External link] as Sid Belvedere

	
Christopher Ward[image: External link] as Trevor Algberth

	
Carrie Ann Inaba[image: External link] as Fook Yu

	
Diane Mizota[image: External link] as Fook Mi

	
Nathan Lane[image: External link] as Mysterious Disco Man

	
Katie Couric[image: External link] as Prison Guard

	
Kristen Johnston[image: External link] as Dancer at Austin's pad

	
Heather Graham[image: External link] as Felicity Shagwell (uncredited)




	Cameos




	
Tom Cruise[image: External link] as himself as Austin Powers (during Austinpussy)

	
Danny DeVito[image: External link] as himself as Mini-Me (during Austinpussy)

	
Gwyneth Paltrow as herself as Dixie Normous (during Austinpussy)

	
Kevin Spacey[image: External link] as himself as Dr. Evil (during Austinpussy)

	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] as himself

	
Quincy Jones[image: External link] as himself

	
John Travolta[image: External link] as himself as Goldmember (during the Austinpussy ending)

	
Britney Spears as herself as Fembot (" Boys[image: External link]" music video)

	
Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link] as himself

	
Sharon Osbourne[image: External link] as herself

	
Kelly Osbourne[image: External link] as herself

	
Jack Osbourne[image: External link] as himself

	
Willie Nelson[image: External link] as himself

	
Burt Bacharach[image: External link] (during the credits) as himself

	
Brad Pitt (uncredited)

	
Nobu Matsuhisa[image: External link] as Mr. Roboto

	Masa Kanome as Mr Roboto's Student

	Hideo Kimura as Security Guy

	Hiroshi Otaguru as Security Man

	Nate Kanae as Sumo Wrestler

	Peter Navy Tuiasosopo as Sumo Wrestler with Beard
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 Production
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 Title concerns




The title of the film, Goldmember, led to legal action being taken by MGM[image: External link], the distributors of the James Bond film franchise[image: External link], that briefly led to the film's title being removed from promotional material and trailers. The dispute was quickly resolved and the film title remained unchanged on the provision that the film would include trailers in its cinema releases for the then-upcoming James Bond film, Die Another Day[image: External link], and The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link].[3]
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 Characters




Austin Powers[image: External link] (Myers), having conquered the '90s and the '60s, travels back to the 1970s and teams up with his nemesis Dr. Evil[image: External link] (also played by Myers) to thwart a new villain, Goldmember (Myers once again). Myers also plays Fat Bastard[image: External link] for the second time, this time parodying[image: External link] the kind of "wire fight"[image: External link] seen in Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon. The film also stars Beyoncé Knowles as Foxxy Cleopatra (parodying blaxploitation[image: External link] heroines, primarily Foxy Brown[image: External link] and Cleopatra Jones[image: External link], as well as Christie Love[image: External link] when she says, "You're under arrest, sugah!" ), Michael York[image: External link], reprising the role of Basil Exposition, and Verne Troyer[image: External link] in his second appearance as Mini-Me[image: External link]. The film also introduced a new character named Number 3 (a.k.a. the Mole), who is portrayed by former child star[image: External link] Fred Savage[image: External link]. Clint Howard[image: External link] plays a radar operator in all three films. Michael Caine[image: External link] guest stars as Austin's father, Nigel; this role was inspired by The Ipcress File[image: External link], a 1965 film starring Caine.[4]

Four actors who appeared in the earlier films play different characters in Goldmember. Rob Lowe[image: External link], who played the friend of a dead guard in International Man of Mystery, reprises his role as a younger Number 2 from The Spy Who Shagged Me, while Neil Mullarkey[image: External link] (quartermaster clerk in International Man of Mystery) and Eric Winzenried (army private soldier in The Spy Who Shagged Me) appear as the Physician and Henchman Sailor in the Sick Bay. Michael McDonald[image: External link] (the Virtucon guard who got run over by a steamroller in "International Man of Mystery" and a NATO soldier in "The Spy Who Shagged Me") appears as the royal guard.
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 Goldmember




Johan van der Smut[image: External link], better known as Goldmember, is a fictional villain played by Myers (John Travolta[image: External link] plays the character in a cameo at the end of the film). The name was inspired by the James Bond[image: External link] villain Auric Goldfinger[image: External link]. Goldmember's Dutch origins and character traits were, according to Myers, inspired by an episode of the HBO[image: External link] TV series Real Sex[image: External link] featuring a Dutchman who operated a "sex barn" north of Rotterdam[image: External link]. The man's distinct forms of expression caught Myers' attention while he was writing.[5]
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 Release
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 Box office




Austin Powers in Goldmember took in £[image: External link]5,585,978 in the United Kingdom on its opening weekend. In the United States, it broke the opening weekend record for a spoof movie, surpassing the previous Austin Powers film. The film grossed US$73 million on its opening weekend, and grossed a total of $213 million in the United States, according to Box Office Mojo[image: External link].
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 Home media




Austin Powers in Goldmember was released on video and DVD on December 3, 2002.
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 Critical reaction




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film received a rating of 54%, based on 183 reviews, with the site's critical consensus reading, "While the narrative structure is messy and doesn't make much sense, the third installment of the Austin Powers franchise contains enough inspired bits to entertain".[6] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 62 out of 100, based on 34 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".

Myers was nominated for the MTV Movie Award[image: External link] for Best Villain[image: External link] for the third time, but lost against Daveigh Chase[image: External link] for her role as Samara Morgan in The Ring[image: External link], making it the first time Myers lost the award. However, he did win the award for Best Comedic Performance[image: External link], making it the first time he won the award, having previously lost twice for the first two films.
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 Awards




See also: List of accolades received by the Austin Powers franchise[image: External link]




	Award
	Category
	Name
	Outcome



	2003 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link]
	Best Video From a Film
	"Boys (The Co-Ed Remix)[image: External link]" by Britney Spears (feat. Pharrell[image: External link])
	Nominated



	BMI Film & Television Awards[image: External link]
	BMI Film Music Award
	George S. Clinton[image: External link]
	Won



	Black Reel Awards of 2003[image: External link]
	Best Breakthrough Performance
	Beyoncé Knowles
	Nominated



	Best Song
	Beyoncé Knowles, "Work It Out"[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Canadian Comedy Awards[image: External link]
	Film – Pretty Funny Male Performance
	Mike Myers
	Won



	Film – Pretty Funny Writing
	Mike Myers
	Won



	Empire Awards 2003[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Mike Myers
	Nominated



	Scene of the Year
	The opening sequence
	Nominated



	Golden Satellite Awards 2002[image: External link]
	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Deena Appel
	Nominated



	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	"Work It Out"
	Nominated



	Best Overall DVD
	
	Nominated



	Hollywood Makeup Artist and Hair Stylist Guild Awards
	Best Character Hair Styling – Feature
	Candy L. Walken, Jeri Baker, Susan V. Kalinowski
	Nominated



	Best Period Hair Styling – Feature
	Candy L. Walken, Jeri Baker, Susan V. Kalinowski
	Nominated



	2003 Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	
	Won



	Favorite Female Butt Kicker
	Beyoncé Knowles
	Nominated



	Favorite Male Movie Star
	Mike Myers
	Nominated



	Favorite Fart in a Movie
	
	Nominated



	2003 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comedic Performance[image: External link]
	Mike Myers
	Won



	Best Villain[image: External link]
	Mike Myers
	Nominated



	Best Female Breakthrough Performance
	Beyoncé Knowles
	Nominated



	29th Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Costume[image: External link]
	Deena Appel
	Nominated



	2003 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actor: Comedy
	Mike Myers
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Female Breakout Star
	Beyoncé Knowles
	Nominated
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 Soundtrack




The song "Hey Goldmember" interpolates and is a parody of four '70s disco[image: External link] songs formed into a medley[image: External link]; "Sing a Song[image: External link]" by Earth, Wind & Fire, "Get Down Tonight[image: External link]", "(Shake, Shake, Shake) Shake Your Booty[image: External link]", and "That's the Way (I Like It)[image: External link]", all by KC and the Sunshine Band[image: External link].

"Sing a Song" is not listed in the credits but is sung by Beyoncé at the beginning.


	"Work It Out[image: External link]" – Beyoncé


	"Miss You[image: External link]" (Dr. Dre[image: External link] Remix 2002) – The Rolling Stones[image: External link]


	" Boys[image: External link]" (Co-Ed Remix) – Britney Spears (feat. Pharrell of N*E*R*D[image: External link])


	"Groove Me[image: External link]" – Angie Stone[image: External link]


	"What Do You Want[image: External link]" - Devin[image: External link]


	"Shining Star[image: External link]" – Earth, Wind & Fire


	"Hey Goldmember" – Beyoncé (feat. Devin[image: External link] and Solange)


	"Ain't No Mystery" – Smash Mouth[image: External link]


	"Evil Woman[image: External link]" – Soul Hooligan (feat. Diana King[image: External link])


	"1975" – Paul Oakenfold[image: External link] (which samples "A Fifth of Beethoven[image: External link]" by Walter Murphy[image: External link])


	"Hard Knock Life (Ghetto Anthem)[image: External link]" (Dr. Evil Remix) – Dr. Evil[image: External link]


	"Daddy Wasn't There" – Ming Tea[image: External link] (feat. Austin Powers[image: External link])


	" Alfie[image: External link] (What's It All About, Austin?)" – Susanna Hoffs[image: External link]


	"Soul Bossa Nova[image: External link]" – Quincy Jones[image: External link]


	"Incense and Peppermints[image: External link]" - Strawberry Alarm Clock[image: External link]


	"Summer Samba[image: External link]" - Marcos Valle[image: External link]
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 Possible sequel




In October 2005, in an interview with Entertainment Weekly, Mike Myers discussed the possibility of studio sources moving forward with a fourth film. "There is hope! . . . We're all circling and talking to each other. I miss doing the characters."[8] In May 2007, in an interview with IGN[image: External link], "So no more Austin Powers?" was asked, and Myers replied, "No, no, there is a fully conceived idea for a fourth and I can just say that it's from Dr. Evil's point of view. So if you balanced how much of it was Austin with Dr. Evil, it's more about Dr. Evil than Austin."[9]

In May 2007, at the Shrek the Third[image: External link] première, Mike Myers announced that a fourth Austin Powers film was planned, but that it would focus more on Dr. Evil[image: External link] rather than Austin[image: External link]. He also said that he'd start work on it after he started work on The Love Guru[image: External link], which became a box office bomb[image: External link].[10]

In February 2008, it was announced that Jay Roach[image: External link] would return as director. In April 2008, it was reported that Gisele Bündchen[image: External link] had been offered a role in the film.[11] In June 2008, in an interview, when asked about another Austin Powers film, Myers stated, "I have an idea, and again it's one of those things that will emerge or it won't."[12] In July 2008, Mike Myers stated that he had begun writing Austin Powers 4, and that the plot is "really about Dr. Evil and his son."[13]

In March 2010, Jay Roach[image: External link] indicated to MTV that Myers is working on ideas for a fourth film.[14][15] In August 2011, Mike Myers revealed he would return, and had begun writing a script for a fourth installment.[16] In September 2013, when asked about the future of Austin Powers, Myers answered "I'm still figuring that out."[17] As of 2017, Austin Powers 4 has yet to be produced. In an August 2016 telephone interview, Mike Myers stated "Everything is being negotiated and worked out and all that stuff" in regards to the fourth installment of the Austin Powers film series[image: External link].[18]
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 See also





	Outline of James Bond[image: External link]
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Dangerously in Love





This article is about the Beyoncé album. For the Destiny's Child and Beyoncé song, see Dangerously in Love 2.

Dangerously in Love is the debut studio album by American singer Beyoncé. It was released on June 24, 2003 by Columbia Records. During the recording of Destiny's Child's third studio album, Survivor (2001), the group announced that they would produce solo albums to be released. Recording sessions for the album took place from March 2002 to March 2003 at several studios, during the hiatus of her then-group Destiny's Child. As executive producer of the album, Beyoncé took a wider role in its production, co-writing a majority of the songs, choosing which ones to produce and sharing ideas on the mixing and mastering of tracks.

The tracks in the album are a mixture of uptempo songs and ballads[image: External link], which are basically inspired by R&B and soul genres; it also features elements of hip hop and Arabic music[image: External link]. Although Beyoncé remained discreet about her interpretation of the songs, its underlying meanings were attributed by music writers as an allusion to her intimate relationship with then-boyfriend and well-known music mogul Jay-Z[image: External link]. Dangerously in Love received positive reviews from music critics upon its release, with critics praising Knowles' "artistic leap". The album also received numerous accolades, earning Beyoncé five Grammy Awards.

Dangerously in Love, became a worldwide commercial success, earning multi-platinum certifications[image: External link] in Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The album debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200 chart, selling 317,000 copies in its first week, earning Beyoncé the highest debut sales among Destiny's Child members' solo albums. Dangerously in Love has sold over 11 million copies worldwide[1] and has produced two number one Billboard singles and multiple top tens.
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 Background




Beyoncé launched her career as lead singer to R&B group Destiny's Child in the late 1990s. According to Corey Moss of MTV News[image: External link], "fans are eager to see" how Beyoncé, after years with the group, performs solo.[2] While recording their third album, Survivor, in late 2000, Beyoncé announced the group would be put on hiatus in order for the members to produce solo albums in the coming years, which they hoped would boost interest in Destiny's Child.[3] The idea of individual releases emanated from the group's manager and Beyoncé's father, Mathew[image: External link].[4]

With different types of music for each member to produce, the albums were not intended to compete on the charts.[5] Destiny's Child's management strategically planned to stagger the release of each group member's album to maximise sales. Michelle Williams was the first to release a debut solo album, Heart to Yours[image: External link], in April 2002.[5] Meanwhile, Beyoncé debuted on the big screen, starring in the comedy film Austin Powers in Goldmember, and recorded her debut single, "Work It Out", which is featured on the soundtrack to the film.[5] Rowland collaborated with American rapper Nelly[image: External link] on the song " Dilemma[image: External link]" as a featured artist; it became a hit that year, leading the label to advance the release date of her debut solo album, Simply Deep[image: External link], in late 2002. Beyoncé also starred in The Fighting Temptations and recorded another solo single. In August 2002, she collaborated with boyfriend Jay-Z[image: External link] as featured vocalist on the song "'03 Bonnie & Clyde". The single earned Beyoncé credibility and paved the way for the release of Dangerously in Love.[5][6]
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 Recording




Before Beyoncé began recording for Dangerously in Love, she selected the producers with whom she would collaborate. For two days, she held meetings with prospective producers from the West Coast[image: External link] across the East Coast[image: External link], and had interviews with them.[7] Beyoncé went to Miami, Florida[image: External link] to begin sessions with Canadian record producer Scott Storch[image: External link], her first collaborator,[8] and lived in a Miami hotel in the following months.[9] As she wanted to concentrate on the album, Beyoncé took her time to avoid pressure build-up, significantly different from the hasty productions of Destiny's Child.[9]

As she did on Survivor, Beyoncé took a wider role in the production of Dangerously in Love, co-writing a majority of the songs, choosing which ones to produce and sharing ideas on the mixing[image: External link] and mastering[image: External link] of tracks.[10] Although Beyoncé did not create beats, she came up with melodies[image: External link] and ideas she shared with the producers. With 43 songs completed — 15 of which made it to the album[9]— Beyoncé is credited as co-writer and co-producer,[11] as well as the album's executive producer alongside Matthew Knowles.

Beyoncé felt that recording an album without her group mates was "liberating and therapeutic", coming into the studio and freely expressing her ideas with her collaborators.[10] The dependency she developed with Destiny's Child, however, meant it was harder "to be on [her] own creatively".[10] As she wanted to grow as an artist Beyoncé contacted other artists with a view to forming a collaborative partnership. When the collective finished writing several songs, she printed copies of each and sent them to prospective guest artists. She talked to them by phone for possible collaboration, eventually gaining their approval. Besides Jay-Z, Beyoncé was able to work with Jamaican[image: External link] artist Sean Paul[image: External link], American rapper Missy Elliott, among others. In contrast, some artists sent copies of songs to Beyoncé, which were eventually produced. Additionally, Beyoncé also worked with Timbaland[image: External link] and Missy Elliott on a track titled "Wrapped Around Me" for the album. Eventually, however, for reasons unknown, the song failed to appear on the album.[12]

Dangerously in Love was originally a song of the same title which Beyoncé had written for Survivor. The song was deemed too sophisticated compared to other songs on Survivor, and the group decided not to release it as a single[image: External link] off the album. After recording several tracks for Dangerously in Love, Beyoncé decided to add "Dangerously in Love", after realizing that it fit the overriding theme of the album.[8] Since the album's release date was postponed to capitalize on the success of "Dilemma", Beyoncé had been offered the chance to further enhance the album.[11] Although she was disappointed with the move, Beyoncé realized that "everything happens for a reason",[13] agreeing to return to the recording studio to work with other songwriters. This allowed her to record more songs, including the album's lead single, "Crazy in Love[image: External link]". In late 2002, Beyoncé paused working on Dangerously in Love for a holiday tour with Destiny's Child.[12] With a few weeks left for recording in March 2003, Beyoncé was still collaborating with other guests on the album, including Sean Paul and P. Diddy[image: External link].[5]
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 Music and lyrics




Beyoncé's mother-manager said that Dangerously in Love showcases her musical roots.[14] While Williams and Rowland were on gospel[image: External link] and alternative pop[image: External link], respectively, Beyoncé focused on recording R&B songs.[15] Songs in the album are varied: from mid-tempo and club-oriented tracks in the first half, and ballads[image: External link] in the second half.[10][16] Beyoncé commented: "My album is a good balance of ... ballads and ... mid-tempos with just ridin'-in-your-car feels, to a lot of ... up-tempo club songs, to really sexy songs, to songs that make you feel emotional. It's a nice mixture of different types of tracks."[17] Although the album contains high-energy songs like "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" and "Naughty Girl", the album's focal mode, however, is slow and moody.[9] Beyoncé said that she had written lots of ballads for the album.[10] According to Beyoncé, she wanted to be understood as an artist and showcase her range, and by doing so, she blended various genres[image: External link] and musical influences in the album.[10] The album incorporates R&B, hip hop, soul and reggae[image: External link] influences.[18] The album took hip hop influences from Jay-Z, Outkast[image: External link], and Lil' Kim[image: External link]; the reggae is from Sean Paul; and courtesy of Storch, the album explores Arabic music[image: External link].[10] His personal study of that kind of music gave the album a Middle Eastern[image: External link] vibe.[19] Beyoncé and the producers also used a wide array of instrumentations[image: External link].[18]

When "'03 Bonnie & Clyde" was released as a single in late 2002, critics and the public had speculated that Beyoncé and Jay-Z were having a mutual affair.[20] Despite widespread rumors, they remained silent about their relationship.[11] According to critics, the title itself of the album sounded "more intriguing" with Beyoncé singing personal songs.[2] Though love is the theme Beyoncé had incorporated in the album, "most the material is vague enough to be about any relationship";[11] however, there are songs that suggested affirmation of their relationship. In the song "Signs", Beyoncé sings about being in love with a Sagittarius, which coincidentally is Jay-Z's zodiac[image: External link] sign.[11] In response to the persistent rumors about them, Beyoncé stated, "People can come to whatever conclusion they like... That's the beauty of music... I'm a singer, I'll talk about writing songs all you want. But when it comes to certain personal things any normal person wouldn't tell people they don't know, I just feel like I don't have to [talk about it]."[11]

Beyoncé said that Dangerously in Love is lyrically similar to Destiny's Child's albums. But because she only had to write for herself, Beyoncé had the chance to compose personally deeper songs than her previous records with the group.[10] With a theme that is based upon different stages of a romantic relationship, Dangerously in Love contains songs that speak of love and honesty. In addition, Beyoncé admitted that there are songs about love-making.[9] The personal content of the album, however, was not generally attributed to Beyoncé's own experiences—although some were based from hers—instead, the theme kept recurring in her mind. Beyoncé later explained: "I wanted to have an album that everyone could relate to and would listen to as long as I'm alive and even after... Love is something that never goes out of style. It's something everybody experiences, and if they are not in love, people usually want to feel that..."[2] While some songs merely focus on the "beauty of love", the album also explores another side of love, with songs that "celebrate breakup" and songs that narrate a woman's desire to have a degree of control in a relationship.[2] The album's hidden track, "Daddy", is a tribute to Beyoncé's father, Mathew Knowles[image: External link], who fronted Destiny's Child as their manager. The song is an account of Beyoncé wanting her future husband and child to possess qualities similar to her father's.[11] Originally, Beyoncé did not intend to include the track in the album, having thought its lyrics would make her appear immature. However, considering it one of the songs that reflected her life at that transitional moment, she instead relegated "Daddy" as the closing track.[21]
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 Release and promotion




See also: Dangerously in Love Tour


Beyoncé said that she had trouble convincing executives at Columbia Records to release the album. The singer recounted that it almost was not released: "In 2003, I had my first solo album. But when I played it through for my record label, they told me I didn't have one hit on my album. I guess they were kinda right, I had five. 'Dangerously In Love', 'Naughty Girl', 'Me, Myself and I', 'Baby Boy' and 'Crazy In Love'."[22] Since "Dilemma" was concurrently charting atop the Billboard Hot 100, Beyoncé's management released, "Work It Out", one of the songs on the soundtrack to Austin Powers in Goldmember, instead of a single from Dangerously in Love to preclude it from possibly competing with the former.[23]

From the original release date of October 2002, the album was pushed to December in the same year,[23] and to May in the following year.[24] Beyoncé recorded a version of "In da Club", and served its way to mixtapes before its original release date. The single failed to dominate as a "dancefloor favorite"; Mathew Knowles, however, confirmed that it was just a "buzz cut" and was not included in the album.[25] Nonetheless, it earned enough airplay to appear on the Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Singles & Tracks chart.[26] While Beyoncé was wrapping up the album, several of its songs had leaked online. In efforts to prevent more tracks in the album from being spread illegally, as well as being a victim of bootlegging[image: External link],[14] Columbia Records, with high commercial expectations from the album,[9] pulled the release of Dangerously in Love to June 24, 2003, two weeks ahead of the planned July 8 release.[27]

Buyers who pre-ordered the album online received links where they could download a song called "I Can't Take No More"; the promo lasted until the album's release.[28] On June 14, 2003, Beyoncé premiered songs from the album during her first solo concert and the pay-per-view TV special, "Ford Presents Beyoncé, Friends & Family, Live From Ford's 100th Anniversary Celebration in Dearborn, Michigan".[14] By the night of the album's release, Beyoncé's concert was broadcast in more than twenty theaters across the United States.[28] Kelly Rowland, Michelle Williams, Tyrese, Solange Knowles and girl group Ramiyah also performed in the show. Beyoncé also promoted the album by performing in television shows such as the Saturday Night Live, Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link], The Today Show, The Early Show[image: External link], and The View[image: External link].[17]

By April 2003, Beyoncé's management was choosing the album's lead single between two songs. Sent to clubs, the song that would receive positive reception would be considered the lead single.[25] Finally, "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" was released as the lead single off the album. With commercial success that included crossover[image: External link] music markets,[29] the single spent eight consecutive weeks at number one on the Billboard Hot 100.[30] "Baby Boy" followed, and received greater success than "Crazy in Love". With its dominance on radio airplays,[31] the single surpassed "Crazy in Love"'s chart performance, remaining on the top spot for nine consecutive weeks.[32] "Me, Myself and I" was released as the third single and "Naughty Girl" as fourth and last;[33] although the last two releases only reached the top five on the Hot 100, they all attained immediate commercial success and helped the album earn multi-platinum certifications.[34]
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 Singles




"Crazy in Love[image: External link]" was released as the lead single in mid-2003. It was lauded by critics who described it as "deliriously catchy".[35] The single reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100, the official US singles chart, based on heavy rotation[image: External link] alone.[29] The same week the song reached number one, Dangerously in Love debuted on the Billboard 200 at number one as well. The substantial airplay and later retail sales of "Crazy in Love" facilitated it to dominate the chart,[36] subsequently spending eight straight weeks atop the Hot 100,[30] making it Beyoncé's first number-one single in her solo career. According to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link], "Crazy in Love" was the most downloaded song in the United States for four consecutive weeks in July 2003.[30] It also became a success internationally reaching the top of the charts in Ireland and the United Kingdom.[37][38] "Baby Boy" was released as the second single in August 2003. It was well received by critics, who declared it a "high-profile collaboration"[39] that "bridges the gap between the genres of R&B and dancehall."[40] It ultimately reached the top of the Hot 100.[31][41] It reached the chart's top spot eight weeks after its debut, and stayed there for nine consecutive weeks.[31][32] It peaked in the top two in the United Kingdom.[42]

"Me, Myself and I" was released as the album's third single in October 2003. It received generally positive response, being considered a typical sounding R&B ballad with a familiar theme, in which Beyoncé sings with passion.[43] It reached the top ten in Canada and the United States.[44][45] "Naughty Girl" was the fourth single from the album, released in March 2004. The song was lauded by critics, who cited its sensual vibe and writing: "Beyoncé borrowed a portion of Donna Summer's naughty classic "Love to Love You Baby[image: External link]" to create this celebration of sensual naughtiness."[46] Internationally, it became a top ten hit in the United States, Australia, Canada and New Zealand.[47][48][49]
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Dangerously in Love received generally positive reviews from music critics. At Metacritic, which assigns a normalized[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the album received an average[image: External link] score of 64, based on 16 reviews.[50] Anthony DeCurtis[image: External link] of Rolling Stone viewed that it presents Beyoncé in two styles, one "far more flattering" than the other, and found the ballad-oriented songs on the album least flattering, commenting that Beyoncé has "plenty of time" to develop the style maturely that would "[make] sense for her".[55] Entertainment Weekly's Neil Drumming commented that the album validates Beyoncé's "taste in innovation". He also viewed that Beyoncé's collaboration with various record producers explores new directions in contemporary music, doing more reinventing than revisiting. Like DeCurtis' review, however, Drumming pointed out that "most of the disc's missteps" are in its latter part.[52] Slant Magazine's Sal Cinquemani wrote that "[Beyoncé] is allowed more room to experiment vocally as a solo artist, exploring softer registers and lathering on the coquettish persona that was only hinted at on Destiny's Child tracks like 'Bootylicious.'".[56] Steve Jones of USA Today stated, "Beyoncé succeeds by showing greater depth as a songwriter and broader range as a singer".[58] Blender[image: External link]'s Ben Ratliff complimented Beyoncé's performance and stated, "She’s playing the cool-hunter but covering the bases with seraphic arrangements of multiple voices. Her reach is remarkable".[51] Mark Anthony Neal[image: External link] of PopMatters[image: External link] called it an "artistic leap" and wrote that it "finds Ms. B in the midst of a fully flowering womanhood and doing the best singing of her career".[39]

In a mixed review, Vibe magazine's Jason King said that the album occasionally "sounds desperate to reach every demographic".[57] Kelefa Sanneh[image: External link], writing in The New York Times, felt that it missed the harmonies Beyoncé had in Destiny's Child records and that she is more effective "when she's got a posse behind her".[16] Rob Fitzpatrick of NME called it "a cruel glimpse of a talent that occasionally blazes but is frustratingly inconsistent".[54] Uncut[image: External link] called its ballads "self-pitying/self-mythologising", while Q[image: External link] stated, "She has good songs, but no great songs".[50] Los Angeles Times[image: External link] writer Natalie Nichols expressed that it "demonstrates vocal finesse [...] But, especially on the ballads, [Beyoncé] often drags things out with diva acrobatics".[59] The Guardian's Adam Sweeting[image: External link] wrote that "the desperate urge to cover every musical base from dancefloor to soul-ballad means that there is barely a track here with any distinctive identity or even a tune".[40] In his consumer guide for The Village Voice[image: External link], Robert Christgau[image: External link] cited "Yes" and "Baby Boy" as the album's highlights and quippedly remarked, "Dangerously in Love ... with her daddy, the bonus cut reveals—as if we didn't know."[60] He gave the album a one-star honorable mention,[61] indicating "a worthy effort consumers attuned to its overriding aesthetic or individual vision may well like."[62] In a retrospective review, Allmusic[image: External link] editor Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] commented that "the first half is good enough to make Dangerously in Love one of the best mainstream urban R&B records released in 2003, and makes a strong case that Beyoncé might be better off fulfilling this destiny instead of reuniting with Destiny".[35]
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 Accolades




For a complete list of awards won by Beyoncé, her albums and her singles, see List of awards and nominations received by Beyoncé.

Dangerously in Love and its singles earned Beyoncé numerous awards and nominations. In 2003, Beyoncé was recognized as New Female Artist and New R&B Artist, among the four awards she won during the Billboard Music Awards[image: External link].[63] At the 2003 American Music Awards[image: External link], the album was nominated in the category for Favorite Soul/R&B Album.[64] It also received a nomination in the category for Best Album at the 2003 MOBO Awards[image: External link].[65] At the 46th Annual Grammy Awards, Beyoncé won Best Contemporary R&B Album along with four other awards for the album's songs.[66] With that feat, she tied with Alicia Keys, Norah Jones, and Lauryn Hill for most Grammys won by a female artist in one night.[67] At the 2004 Brit Awards[image: External link], the album was nominated in the category for Best International Album but lost to Justin Timberlake's Justified[image: External link]. However, the singer herself won in the category for Best International Female Solo Artist.[68] Dangerously in Love was also nominated in the category for Best Album[image: External link] at the 2004 MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link].[69]

The 1,000th issue of Entertainment Weekly, which celebrated "the new classics" in the entertainment industry in the period from 1983 to 2008, ranked Dangerously in Love nineteenth in the Top 100 Best Albums of the past 25 years.[70] The album also ranked at number 183 on the list "200 Definitive Albums That Shaped Rock and Roll" according to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.[71]



	Year
	Provider
	Country
	Accolade
	Rank
	Ref.



	2003
	The Face[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	"The Face Recordings of the Year"
	12
	[72]



	2004
	Village Voice[image: External link]
	United States
	"Pazz + Jop 2003"
	58
	[73]



	2007
	Vibe
	"The 150 Albums that Define the Vibe Era"
	98
	[74]



	Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
	"Definitive 200"
	183
	[75]



	2008
	Entertainment Weekly
	"The 100 Best Albums From 1983 to 2008"
	19
	[76]



	2009
	MTV[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	"MTV Base – Greatest Albums Ever"
	58
	[77]
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 Commercial performance




Dangerously in Love debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200 chart, with sales of 317,000 copies according to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link].[78] In its second week the album slid to number two with 183,000 sold, behind Ashanti's Chapter II[image: External link]. Although the album's first-week sales failed to match that of Survivor, which sold 663,000 units in its debut in 2001, Beyoncé earned the highest among Destiny's Child members' solo albums by best weeks: Rowland sold 77,000 copies for Simply Deep in its strongest week while Williams earned 17,000 copies for Heart to Yours in its top week.[78] The album has been certified four-time platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).[79] Dangerously in Love remains as Beyoncé's best-selling album to date,[80] with cumulative sales of 5 million copies in the United States as of June 2016.[81][82]

Internationally, Dangerously in Love had similar commercial reception. On July 12, 2003, Beyoncé became the first female artist (and the fifth artist ever) to top both the singles—with "Crazy in Love[image: External link]"—[83] and albums chart simultaneously in the United States and the United Kingdom, following The Beatles[image: External link], Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link], Rod Stewart[image: External link], and Men at Work[image: External link]. As of June 2011, the album had sold over 1,150,000 copies in the United Kingdom,[84] and the British Phonographic Industry[image: External link] has since certified the album four-times platinum for sales of more than 1.2 million units.[85] Dangerously in Love was the 15th-best selling album of 2003 in the United Kingdom.[86] It is her second best-selling album in the UK.[87] In Australia, it reached number two; the album was certified triple platinum by the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] for sales of 210,000 copies.[88] In 2003, Dangerously in Love was the 51st best-selling album in Australia, and the 74th the following year.[89][90] As of 2011, the album has sold more than 11 million copies worldwide.[1]
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 Legacy




With the release of Dangerously in Love and the combined commercial success of its singles, Beyoncé had established herself a viable solo artist. Rebecca Louie of the New York Daily News wrote that the success of Dangerously in Love brought Beyoncé into a "sultry solo star" who "blossomed from a girly group", referring to Destiny's Child.[6] The album has also facilitated her to become one of the marketable artists in the industry.[15] She appeared on the cover of numerous magazines, guested TV for promotions, and has signed lucrative commercial deals.[13] Beyoncé signed to PepsiCo[image: External link], a conglomerate beverage manufacturer, in 2003, and appeared on several TV commercials for its products.[10]

The creative output of the sessions for Dangerously in Love left several tracks ready for another album pressing.[5][91] In late 2003, Beyoncé planned to release a follow-up album that would comprise left-over songs from Dangerously in Love.[92] The move was prompted when a P. Diddy[image: External link]-collaboration called "Summertime", a left-over track from the album, was sent to radio stations and had received favorable response.[93]

Meanwhile, the success of the album incited the public to infer that it signals Destiny's Child to finally part ways, as had pop singer Justin Timberlake "could not go back to 'N Sync[image: External link] after tasting solo success".[5] However, Beyoncé said that their side projects were only "a brief diversion in the juggernaut that has become Destiny's Child".[13] As time did not permit, Beyoncé's musical aspirations were put on hiatus for her to concentrate on her Super Bowl[image: External link] performance, wherein she was slated to sing the US national anthem, and the recording of Destiny's Child's fourth album, Destiny Fulfilled;[5][91] the group finally disbanded in 2005.

After the group's formal disbandment, Beyoncé recorded and released her second album, B'Day, on September 4, 2006. The album gave Beyoncé her second number one in the United States, and its debut week sales exceeded that of Dangerously in Love, the former having sold 541,000 units.[94] Despite the album's first two singles' average commercial performance—neither of which reached the peak of the Billboard Hot 100—its "handsome debut" was noted by Keith Caulfield of Billboard as having generated "by goodwill earned from the performance of [Beyoncé's] smash first album Dangerously in Love."[95]
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 Track listing






	Dangerously in Love – Standard edition



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Crazy in Love" (featuring Jay-Z[image: External link])
	


	Beyoncé Knowles

	Rich Harrison[image: External link]

	Shawn Carter[image: External link]

	Eugene Record[image: External link]






	


	Harrison

	Knowles






	3:56



	2.
	"Naughty Girl"
	


	Knowles

	Scott Storch[image: External link]

	Robert Waller[image: External link]

	Angela Beyincé

	Pete Bellotte[image: External link]

	Giorgio Moroder[image: External link]

	Donna Summer






	


	Storch

	Knowles






	3:28



	3.
	"Baby Boy" (featuring Sean Paul[image: External link])
	


	Knowles

	Storch

	Sean Paul Henriques[image: External link]

	Waller

	Carter






	


	Storch

	Knowles






	4:04



	4.
	"Hip Hop Star" (featuring Big Boi[image: External link] and Sleepy Brown[image: External link])
	


	Knowles

	Bryce Wilson[image: External link]

	Makeda Davis

	Antwan Patton[image: External link]

	Carter






	


	Knowles

	Wilson






	3:42



	5.
	"Be with You"
	


	Knowles

	Harrison

	Beyincé

	Shuggie Otis[image: External link]

	George Clinton Jr.

	William Collins[image: External link]

	Gary Cooper






	


	Harrison

	Knowles






	4:20



	6.
	"Me, Myself and I"
	


	Knowles

	Storch

	Waller






	


	Storch

	Knowles






	5:01



	7.
	"Yes"
	


	Knowles

	Bernard Edwards Jr.[image: External link]

	Carter






	


	Knowles

	Focus...[image: External link]






	4:19



	8.
	"Signs" (featuring Missy Elliott)
	


	Elliott

	Nisan Stewart[image: External link]

	Craig Brockman[image: External link]






	


	Elliott

	Brockman[a]

	Stewart[a]

	Knowles[b]






	4:58



	9.
	"Speechless"
	


	Knowles

	Andreao "Fanatic" Heard[image: External link]

	Sherrod Barnes

	Beyincé






	


	Knowles

	Heard

	Barnes






	6:00



	10.
	"That's How You Like It" (featuring Jay-Z)
	


	Delroy Andrews

	Brian Bridgeman

	Knowles

	Carter

	Randy DeBarge[image: External link]

	Eldra DeBarge[image: External link]

	Etterlene Jordan[image: External link]






	


	D-Roy

	Mr. B

	Knowles






	3:39



	11.
	"The Closer I Get to You[image: External link]" (duet with Luther Vandross)
	


	James Mtume[image: External link]

	Reggie Lucas[image: External link]






	Nat Adderley Jr.[image: External link]
	4:57



	12.
	"Dangerously in Love 2"
	


	Knowles

	Errol McCalla Jr.






	


	Knowles

	McCalla Jr.






	4:53



	13.
	"Beyoncé Interlude"
	Knowles
	Knowles
	0:16



	14.
	"Gift from Virgo"
	


	Knowles

	Otis Johnny






	Knowles
	2:43



	15.
	" Daddy[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	Mark Batson[image: External link]






	


	Knowles

	Batson






	4:58



	Total length:
	60:52






	Dangerously in Love – European, Latin American and Australian edition



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	15.
	"Work It Out"
	


	Knowles

	Pharrell Williams

	Chad Hugo[image: External link]






	The Neptunes[image: External link]
	4:06



	16.
	"'03 Bonnie & Clyde" (Jay-Z featuring Beyoncé)
	


	Carter

	Kanye West

	Prince

	Darryl Harper

	Rick Rouse

	Tupac Shakur[image: External link]

	Tyrone Wrice






	West
	3:25



	17.
	"Daddy" (hidden track)
	


	Knowles

	Batson






	


	Knowles

	Batson






	4:57



	Total length:
	67:47






	Dangerously in Love – French and Belgian edition



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	13.
	"Gift from Virgo"
	


	Knowles

	Otis






	Knowles
	2:45



	14.
	"Bienvenue" ( IAM[image: External link] featuring Beyoncé)
	


	Akhenaton[image: External link]

	Shurik'n[image: External link]

	Deni Hines[image: External link]






	IAM
	4:05



	15.
	"Beyoncé Interlude"
	Knowles
	Knowles
	0:16



	16.
	"Work It Out"
	


	Knowles

	Williams

	Hugo






	The Neptunes
	4:06



	17.
	"Bonnie & Clyde '03" (Jay-Z featuring Beyoncé)
	


	Carter

	West

	Prince

	Harper

	Rouse

	Shakur

	Wrice






	West
	3:25



	18.
	"Daddy" (hidden track)
	


	Knowles

	Batson






	


	Knowles

	Batson






	4:57



	Total length:
	72:28






	Dangerously in Love – Japanese edition



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	15.
	"What's It Gonna Be[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	LaShaun Owens

	Karrim Mack

	Corte Ellis

	Larry Troutman[image: External link]

	Roger Troutman[image: External link]

	Kandice Love






	


	Knowles

	Soul Diggaz[image: External link]






	3:37



	16.
	"'03 Bonnie & Clyde" (Jay-Z featuring Beyoncé)
	


	Carter

	West

	Prince

	Harper

	Rouse

	Shakur

	Wrice






	West
	3:25



	17.
	"Work It Out"
	


	Knowles

	Williams

	Hugo






	The Neptunes
	4:06



	18.
	"Daddy" (hidden track)
	


	Knowles

	Batson






	


	Knowles

	Batson






	4:57



	Total length:
	71:02






	Dangerously in Love – Asian edition[96]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	14.
	"Gift from Virgo"
	Knowles
	Knowles
	2:45



	15.
	"Work It Out"
	


	Knowles

	Williams

	Hugo






	The Neptunes
	4:06



	16.
	"Bonnie & Clyde '03" (Jay-Z featuring Beyoncé)
	


	Carter

	West

	Prince

	Harper

	Rouse

	Shakur

	Wrice






	West
	3:25



	17.
	"Crazy in Love" (featuring Vanness Wu[image: External link])
	


	Knowles

	Harrison

	Carter

	Record






	


	Harrison

	Knowles






	3:56



	18.
	"Daddy" (hidden track)
	


	Knowles

	Batson






	


	Knowles

	Batson






	4:57



	Total length:
	71:39





	Notes




	
^a signifies a co-producer[image: External link]


	
^b signifies a vocal producer[image: External link]





	Sample credits




	"Crazy in Love" samples "Are You My Woman (Tell Me So)[image: External link]" (1970) by the Chi-Lites[image: External link]


	"Naughty Girl" contains interpolations from "Love to Love You Baby[image: External link]" (1975) by Donna Summer


	"Baby Boy" contains interpolations from "Hot Stepper" (1990) by Ini Kamoze[image: External link]


	"Be with You" samples "Ain't Nothing I Can Do" (1979) Tyrone Davis[image: External link] and contains interpolations from "I'd Rather Be with You[image: External link]" (1976) by Bootsy's Rubber Band[image: External link] and "Strawberry Letter 23[image: External link]" (1977) by the Brothers Johnson[image: External link]


	"That's How You Like It" contains interpolations from "I Like It[image: External link]" (1982) by DeBarge


	"Gift from Virgo" samples "Rainy Day[image: External link]" (1974) by Shuggie Otis[image: External link]


	"'03 Bonnie & Clyde" contains interpolations from "If I Was Your Girlfriend[image: External link]" (1987) by Prince and samples of "Me and My Girlfriend[image: External link]" (1996) by 2Pac[image: External link]


	"What's It Gonna Be" samples "Do It Roger[image: External link]" (1981) by Roger Troutman[image: External link]
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 Personnel







	

	Beyoncé Knowles – lead vocals[image: External link] (all tracks), backing vocals (tracks 1–10, 14–15), producer[image: External link] (tracks 2–7, 9–10, 13–15), executive producer[image: External link], vocal producer (8)


	Nat Adderley, Jr. – producer, musical arrangements[image: External link], electric piano[image: External link], string[image: External link] arrangements (track 11)


	
Tawatha Agee[image: External link] – backing vocals[image: External link] (track 11)


	Vincent Alexander – additional recording engineer[image: External link] (track 4)


	Sanford Allen – concertmaster[image: External link]


	Chuckie Amos – hair stylist[image: External link]


	Skip Anderson – musical arrangements, programming[image: External link], additional keyboards[image: External link] (track 11)


	Ray Bardani – string recording engineer, mixing[image: External link] (track 11)


	Sherrod Barnes – producer (track 9)


	
Mark Batson[image: External link] – producer, string arrangements, additional instrumentation[image: External link], conductor[image: External link], recording engineer (track 15)


	Carlos Bedoya – recording engineer (tracks 2–3, 6, 13), vocal recording engineer (7)


	
Big Boi[image: External link] – rap, additional vocal production (track 4)


	Kevin Bird – prop stylist

	
Craig Brockman[image: External link] – co-producer (track 8)


	John "Jab" Broussard – additional guitar[image: External link] (track 12)


	Al Brown – string contractor (track 11)


	Dan Bucchi – assistant mix engineer[image: External link]


	
Chris Carmouche[image: External link] – additional recording engineer (track 4)


	Jim Caruana – recording engineer (tracks 1, 5, 8)


	Demacio "Demo" Castellon – assistant mix engineer

	Tom Coyne – mastering[image: External link]


	
Ian Cuttler[image: External link] – art director[image: External link]


	Dahlen – photography[image: External link]


	Jason Dale – assistant mix engineer

	Makeda Davis – backing vocals

	Delroy "D-Roy" Andrews – producer (track 10)


	
Missy Elliott – rap[image: External link], music producer (track 8)


	
Focus...[image: External link] – producer, instrumental recording engineer, instrumentation (track 7)


	
Guru[image: External link] – recording engineer (track 4)


	Phil Hamilton – guitar (track 11)


	Ivan Hampden – drums[image: External link] (track 11)


	
Rich Harrison[image: External link] – producer, instrumentation (tracks 1, 5)





	

	
Andreao "Fanatic" Heard[image: External link] – producer (track 9)


	
Cissy Houston[image: External link] – backing vocals (track 11)


	James Hunter – graphic artist[image: External link]


	
Jay-Z[image: External link] – rap (tracks 1, 10)


	Bashiri Johnson – percussion[image: External link] (track 11)


	Scott Kieklak – audio mixing (track 8)


	
Markus Klinko[image: External link] and Indrani[image: External link] – photography

	
Mathew Knowles[image: External link] – executive producer

	
Tina Knowles – stylist

	Brendan Kurtz – assistant mix engineer

	
Tony Maserati[image: External link] – audio mixing (tracks 1–7, 9–10, 14–15)


	Errol "Poppi" McCalla, Jr. – producer (track 12)


	Byron Miller – bass[image: External link] (track 11)


	Mr. B – producer (track 10)


	
Sean Paul[image: External link] – vocals (track 3)


	Greg Price – assistant mix engineer

	Mally Roncal – make-up[image: External link]


	Dexter Simmons – audio mixing (track 12)


	
Sleepy Brown[image: External link] – vocals (track 4)


	Matt Snedecor – assistant mix engineer

	Brian Springer – recording engineer (track 12)


	
Nisan Stewart[image: External link] – co-producer (track 8)


	
Scott Storch[image: External link] – producer (tracks 2–3, 6)


	Candace Thomas – backing vocals (track 11)


	Pat Thrall – recording engineer (tracks 1, 3)


	
Luther Vandross – lead vocals, vocal arrangement (track 11)


	Luz Vasquez – assistant mix engineer

	Stan Wallace – recording engineer (track 11)


	Brenda White-King – backing vocals (track 11)


	Theresa LaBarbera Whites – A&R[image: External link]


	
Bryce Wilson[image: External link] – producer (track 4)


	Pat Woodward – assistant mix engineer

	Dan Workman – guitar, engineer (track 12
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2003–04)
	Peak

position



	
Australian Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	2



	
Austrian Albums Chart[97]

	3



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[97]

	3



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[97]

	13



	
Canadian Albums Chart[image: External link][98]

	1



	
Danish Albums Chart[97]

	5



	
Dutch Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	4



	
European Top 100 Albums[image: External link][99]

	1



	
Finnish Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	6



	
French Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	14



	
German Albums Chart[image: External link][100]

	1



	
Greek Albums Chart[image: External link][101]

	1



	
Hungarian Albums Chart[image: External link][102]

	18



	
Irish Albums Chart[image: External link][103]

	1



	
Italian Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	16



	
Japanese Albums Chart[image: External link][104]

	12



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	8



	
Norwegian Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	1



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][105]

	18



	
Portuguese Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	16



	
Scottish Albums Chart[image: External link][106]

	1



	
Swedish Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	11



	
Swiss Albums Chart[image: External link][97]

	2



	
UK Albums Chart[image: External link][107]

	1



	US Billboard 200[98]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link][98]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2003)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[89]

	51



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[108]

	7



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[109]

	39



	Dutch Albums Chart[110]

	31



	Finnish Albums Chart[111]

	38



	French Albums Chart[112]

	73



	German Albums Chart[113]

	37



	Hungarian Albums Chart[114]

	87



	Irish Albums Chart[115]

	10



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][116]

	36



	Swedish Albums Chart[117]

	66



	Swiss Albums Chart[118]

	13



	UK Albums Chart[119]

	14



	US Billboard 200[120]

	19



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[121]

	12



	Worldwide[122]

	5






	Chart (2004)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[90]

	74



	Australian Albums Urban Chart[123]

	9



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[124]

	78



	Dutch Albums Chart[125]

	79



	French Albums Chart[126]

	128



	UK Albums Chart[127]

	96



	US Billboard 200[128]

	29



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[129]

	12






	Chart (2005)
	Position



	US Billboard 200[130]

	195



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[131]

	98
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 Decade-end charts






	Chart (2000–09)
	Position



	US Billboard 200[132]

	59



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[133]

	67
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 Certifications and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Argentina ( CAPIF[image: External link])[134]

	Platinum
	40,000^




	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[88]

	3× Platinum
	210,000^




	Austria (IFPI Austria)[135]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[136]

	Gold
	25,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[137]

	Platinum
	100,000^




	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[138]

	2× Gold
	280,000*




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[139]

	Platinum
	200,000^




	Greece (IFPI Greece[image: External link])[140]

	Gold
	10,000^




	Hong Kong (IFPI Hong Kong)[141]

	Gold
	10,000*




	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[142]

	Gold
	100,000^




	Netherlands ( NVPI[image: External link])[143]

	Gold
	40,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[144]

	Platinum
	15,000^




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[145]

	Gold
	20,000*




	Russia ( NFPF[image: External link])[146]

	Platinum
	20,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[147]

	Gold
	40,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[148]

	Gold
	30,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[149]

	Gold
	20,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[85]

	4× Platinum
	1,200,000^




	United States (RIAA)[79]

	4× Platinum
	5,000,000^




	Summaries



	Europe (IFPI)[150]

	Platinum
	1,000,000*




	Worldwide
	
	11,000,000[1]
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 See also





	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2003[image: External link]

	List of Billboard number-one R&B albums of 2003[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2003 (Ireland)[image: External link]

	List of UK Albums Chart number ones of the 2000s[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2003 (Canada)[image: External link]
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Grammy Award





For the classical music award presented by Gramophone magazine, see Gramophone Award[image: External link].

A Grammy Award (originally called Gramophone Award), or Grammy, is an honor awarded by The Recording Academy[image: External link] to recognize outstanding achievement in the mainly English-language music industry[image: External link]. The annual presentation ceremony features performances by prominent artists, and the presentation of those awards that have a more popular interest. It shares recognition of the music industry as that of the other performance awards such as the Emmy Awards[image: External link] (television), the Tony Awards[image: External link] (stage performance), and the Academy Awards[image: External link] (motion pictures).

The first Grammy Awards ceremony[image: External link] was held on May 4, 1959, to honor and respect the musical accomplishments by performers for the year 1958. Following the 2011 ceremony, The Academy[image: External link] overhauled many Grammy Award categories for 2012. The 59th Grammy Awards, honoring the best achievements from October 2015 to September 2016, was held on February 12, 2017, at the Staples Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The Grammys had their origin in the Hollywood Walk of Fame project in the 1950s.[1][2] As the recording executives chosen for the Walk of Fame committee worked at compiling a list of important recording industry people who might qualify for a Walk of Fame star, they realized there were many more people who were leaders in their business who would never earn a star on Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link]. The music executives decided to rectify this by creating an award given by their industry similar to the Oscars[image: External link] and the Emmys[image: External link]. This was the beginning of the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link]. After it was decided to create such an award, there was still a question of what to call it; one working title was the Eddie, to honor the inventor of the phonograph, Thomas Edison[image: External link]. They finally settled on using the name of the invention of Emile Berliner[image: External link], the gramophone[image: External link], for the awards, which were first given for the year 1958.[3][4][5]

The first award ceremony[image: External link] was held simultaneously in two locations on May 4, 1959 - Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills California, and Park Sheraton Hotel in New York City,[6] and 28 Grammys were awarded. The number of awards given grew and fluctuated over the years with categories added and removed, at one time reaching over 100.[7] The second Grammy Awards[image: External link], also held in 1959, was the first ceremony to be televised,[8] but the ceremony was not aired live until the 13th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link] in 1971.[9]
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 Gramophone trophy




The gold-plated trophies, each depicting a gilded[image: External link] gramophone[image: External link], are made and assembled by hand by Billings Artworks in Ridgway, Colorado[image: External link]. In 1990 the original Grammy design was revamped, changing the traditional soft lead for a stronger alloy less prone to damage, making the trophy bigger and grander.[10] Billings developed a zinc[image: External link] alloy named grammium, which is trademarked.[11] The trophies with the recipient's name engraved on them are not available until after the award announcements, so "stunt" trophies are re-used each year for the broadcast.[12][13]

By February 2009, 7,578 Grammy trophies had been awarded.[14]
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 Categories




Main article: List of Grammy Award categories[image: External link]


The "General Field" are four awards which are not restricted by genre.


	
Album of the Year is awarded to the performer and the production team of a full album if other than the performer.

	
Record of the Year is awarded to the performer and the production team of a single song if other than the performer.

	
Song of the Year is awarded to the writer(s)/composer(s) of a single song.

	
Best New Artist[image: External link] is awarded to a promising breakthrough performer who releases, during the Eligibility Year, the first recording that establishes the public identity of that artist (which is not necessarily their first proper release).



The only two artists to win all four of these awards are Christopher Cross[image: External link], who won all four in 1980, and Adele, who won the Best New Artist award in 2009 and the other three in 2012 and 2017.

Other awards are given for performance and production in specific genres, as well as for other contributions such as artwork and video. Special awards are given for longer-lasting contributions to the music industry.

Because of the large number of award categories (78 in 2012, 81 in 2013 and 82 in 2014), and the desire to feature several performances by various artists, only the ones with the most popular interest - typically about 10 to 12, including the four General Field categories and one or two categories in the most popular music genres (i.e. pop, rock, country, rap) - are presented directly at the televised award ceremony. The many other Grammy trophies are presented in a pre-telecast 'Premiere Ceremony' earlier in the afternoon before the Grammy Awards telecast.
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 2012 category restructuring




On April 6, 2011, The Recording Academy announced a drastic overhaul of many Grammy Award categories for 2012.[15] The number of categories was cut from 109 to 78. The most important change was the elimination of the distinction between male and female soloists and between collaborations and duo/groups in various genre fields (pop, rock, R&B, country, and rap). Also, several categories for instrumental soloists were discontinued. Recordings in these categories now fall under the general categories for best solo performances.

In the rock[image: External link] field, the separate categories for hard rock and metal albums were combined and the Best Rock Instrumental Performance[image: External link] category was eliminated due to a waning number of entries.

In R&B[image: External link], the distinction between best contemporary R&B album and other R&B albums has been eliminated. They now feature in one, general Best R&B Album[image: External link] category.

In rap[image: External link], the categories for best rap soloist and best rap duo or group have been merged into the new Best Rap Performance[image: External link] category.

The most eliminations occurred in the roots[image: External link] category. Up to and including 2011, there were separate categories for various regional American music forms, such as Hawaiian music, Native American music and Zydeco/Cajun music. Due to the consistently low number of entries for these categories, The Recording Academy decided to combine all these music variations into the new Best Regional Roots Music Album[image: External link], including polka[image: External link], which lost its own separate category in 2009.[16][17]

In the same genre field, the traditional and contemporary blues categories and the traditional and contemporary folk categories each were consolidated into one per genre, due to the number of entries and given the challenges in distinguishing between contemporary folk and Americana, and contemporary and traditional blues. In the world music genre field, the traditional and contemporary categories also merged.

In the classical[image: External link] genre field, its main category Best Classical Album[image: External link] was discontinued because most recipients in this category had also won in one of the other classical categories for the same album. Classical recordings are now eligible for the main Album of the Year category.

There were also a few minor name changes to better reflect the nature of the separate categories. It was determined by the Recording Academy that the word "gospel" in the gospel[image: External link] genre field tends to conjure up the images and sounds of traditional soul gospel and leaves out the current contemporary Christian music (CCM). Therefore, the genre field and some categories were renamed as Gospel/Contemporary Christian Music.[18]

Since 2012, there have been a small number of adjustments made to the list of categories and genre fields. The number of categories has gone up from 78 in 2012 to 84 in 2017.
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 Entry process and selection of nominees




Media companies registered with the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences and individual members of NARAS (artists and other professionals working in the industry who meet certain criteria) may enter recordings for consideration. Entries are made online and a physical copy of the work is sent to NARAS. Once a work is entered, reviewing sessions are held, involving more than 150 experts from the recording industry, to determine whether the work is entered in the correct category.

The resulting lists of eligible entries are circulated to Voting Members, each of whom may vote to nominate in the general fields (Record of the Year, Album of the Year, Song of the Year, and Best New Artist[image: External link]) and in no more than nine out of 30 other fields on their ballots. The five recordings that earn the most votes in each category become the nominees, while in some categories (craft and specialized categories) there are review committees in place that determine the final 5 nominees.[19] There may be more than five nominees if there is a tie in the nomination process.

Whereas members of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences are generally invited to screenings or are sent DVDs of movies nominated for Oscars, NARAS members do not receive nominated recordings. Instead, they receive access to a private online listening function.
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 Final voting




After nominees have been determined, final voting ballots are sent to NARAS voting members, who may then vote in the general fields and in no more than nine of the 30 fields. Members are encouraged, but not required, to vote only in their fields of expertise. Ballots are tabulated secretly by the major independent accounting firm Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu[image: External link].[20] Following the tabulation of votes the winners are announced at the Grammy Awards. The recording with the most votes in a category wins and it is possible to have a tie (in which case the two or more nominees who tie are all considered winners). Winners are presented with the Grammy Award and those who do not win are given a medal for their nomination.

In both voting rounds, Academy members are required to vote based upon quality alone, and not to be influenced by sales, chart performance, personal friendships, regional preferences or company loyalty. The acceptance of gifts is prohibited. Members are urged to vote in a manner that preserves the integrity of the Academy and their member community. Although registered media companies may submit entries they may not vote in either round of voting.

The eligibility period for the 59th Annual Grammy Awards is October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016.
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 Venue




Main article: List of Grammy Award ceremony locations[image: External link]


Prior to 1971, the Grammy Award ceremonies were held in different locations on the same day. Originally New York City[image: External link] and Los Angeles were the host cities. Chicago[image: External link] joined being a host city in 1962, and then Nashville[image: External link] became the fourth location in 1965.

The 1971 ceremony, held at the Hollywood Palladium[image: External link] in Los Angeles, was the first to take place in one location. The ceremony was then moved to Madison Square Garden[image: External link]'s Felt Forum[image: External link] in New York City, and then Nashville's Tennessee Theatre[image: External link] in the following two years. Then from 1974 to 2003, the Grammys were held in various venues in New York City and Los Angeles. Notable locations included New York City's Madison Square Garden and Radio City Music Hall[image: External link]; and Los Angeles's Shrine Auditorium[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link] and the Hollywood Palladium.

In 2004, the Staples Center became the permanent home of the award ceremonies. The Grammy Museum[image: External link] was built across the street from Staples Center in LA Live[image: External link] to preserve the history of the Grammy Awards. Embedded on the sidewalks at the museum streets are bronze disks, similar to the Hollywood Walk of Fame, honoring each year's top winners, Record of the Year, Best New Artist, Album of the Year, and Song of the Year.

The awards ceremony forces the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link], Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] to play an extended length of road games.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Leading winners




Main article: Grammy Award records[image: External link]


With 31 Grammy Awards, Sir Georg Solti[image: External link] is the artist with the most Grammy wins.[21] Alison Krauss is the biggest winner among female artists with 27 awards.[22] U2[image: External link], with 22 Grammy Awards, holds the record for most awards won by a group.[23]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Criticism




The Grammy Awards has received criticism from various recording artists and music journalists.

When Pearl Jam[image: External link] won a Grammy in the category Best Hard Rock Performance[image: External link] in 1996, the band's lead singer Eddie Vedder[image: External link] commented on stage: "I don't know what this means. I don't think it means anything."[24] Glen Hansard, leader of the Irish rock group The Frames[image: External link], stated in 2008 that the Grammys represent something outside of the real world of music "that's fully industry based." He said he wasn't that interested in attending that year's ceremony, even though he had been nominated for two different awards.[25] Maynard James Keenan[image: External link], lead singer of metal[image: External link] band Tool[image: External link], did not attend the Grammy Awards ceremony to receive one of their awards. He explained his reasons:


I think the Grammys are nothing more than some gigantic promotional machine for the music industry. They cater to a low intellect and they feed the masses. They don't honor the arts or the artist for what he created. It's the music business celebrating itself. That's basically what it's all about.[26]



They have also been criticized for generally awarding or nominating more commercially successful albums rather than critically successful albums.[27][28] In 1991, Sinead O'Connor[image: External link] became the first musician to refuse a Grammy, boycotting the ceremony after being nominated for Record of the Year, Best Female Pop Vocal Performance, and Best Alternative Musical Performance. O'Connor would go on to win the latter category. She said that her reasoning came from the Grammys' extreme commercialism.[29]

In 2011, Los Angeles Times[image: External link] journalist Randall Roberts criticised the exclusion of Kanye West's My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy[image: External link] from Album of the Year category nominations for the 54th Grammy Awards[image: External link]. He described West's album as "the most critically acclaimed album of the year, a career-defining record".[30] Roberts went on to criticize the Grammy Awards for being "mired in the past" and out of touch with "new media" and trends amongs music listeners such as music sharing[image: External link], stating:


The major nominations for the 54th annual awards clearly show that the recording academy has been working overtime to be all-inclusive, but more significantly, they also reveal a deep chasm between its goals and the listening habits of the general population... [T]he focus is still on the old music industry model of cash-cow[image: External link] hits, major label investments and commercial radio...[30]



In an article for Time, journalist Touré also responded to the snub and expressed his general displeasure with the awards, stating "I don't pretend to understand the Grammys. I have never been able to discern a consistent logic around who gets nominated or who gets statues. I comprehend the particular logic of the Oscars, but not the big awards for music. My normal state of confusion around what drives Grammy decisions was exponentialized this week when, to the shock of many, Kanye's masterpiece My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy was not nominated for a Grammy for Album of the Year."[31] He went on to compare understanding the Grammy Awards to Kremlinology[image: External link] and commented on The Recording Academy's exclusion of more "mature" hip hop albums as Album of the Year nominees, noting that it occasionally opts to nominate "pop-friendly" hip hop albums instead.[31]

In a 2011 profile for The New York Times following the 53rd Grammy Awards[image: External link], frontman Justin Vernon[image: External link] of indie band Bon Iver[image: External link] was asked his opinion of the Grammys and how he would react to a nomination for his group, to which he responded,


You know I was thinking about that a couple of months ago, someone asked me that, and I was like "I would go and I would" – and I don't think the Bon Iver record is the kind of record that would get nominated for a Grammy – "I would get up there and be like, 'This is for my parents, because they supported me,' because I know they would think it would be stupid of me not to go up there. But I kinda felt like going up there and being like: "Everyone should go home, this is ridiculous. You should not be doing this. We should not be gathering in a big room and looking at each other and pretending that this is important." That's what I would say.[32]



He reaffirmed this sentiment and commented about the Grammys, saying:


[Ninety-eight] percent of the people in that room, their art is compromised by the fact that they're thinking that, and that they're hoping to get that award. And who is that award given by? It's like they think it's literally handed down by the musical-history gods. And I don't know who the voters are. Like, I have a friend who's a voter who was like, "I had to be a voter because I don't trust the other voters." And I was like, "Me either!" And it's just not important and people spend too much time thinking about it.[32]



Bon Iver subsequently received four nominations in November for the 54th Grammy Awards.[32] After winning the award, Vernon said in his acceptance, "It's really hard to accept this award. There's so much talent out here [...] and there's a lot of talent that's not here tonight. It's also hard to accept because you know, when I started to make songs I did it for the inherent reward of making songs, so I'm a little bit uncomfortable up here."[33]

In his article "Everything Is Praised Again", Jon Caramanica of The New York Times criticized Grammy voters for being "conservative" and disregarding more "forward-looking" music, and wrote in response to the 54th Grammy Awards, "for the umpteenth time, the Grammys went with familiarity over risk, bestowing album of the year honors (and several more) on an album that reinforced the values of an older generation suspicious of change."[34] He cited the Grammy successes of Lauryn Hill's The Miseducation[image: External link] (1999), Norah Jones' Come Away with Me[image: External link] (2003), and Adele's 21[image: External link] (2011) as examples of "the Grammys dropp[ing] a boatload of awards on a young female singer-songwriter and her breakthrough album." Of Kanye West's absence from the ceremony, Caramanica stated, "He didn't even bother to show up for the broadcast, which was well enough, because hip-hop was almost completely marginalized".[34]

In an article for The Huffington Post, music executive and author Steve Stoute[image: External link] criticized the Recording Academy and the Grammy Awards for having "lost touch with contemporary popular culture" and noted "two key sources" for it: "(1) over-zealousness to produce a popular show that is at odds with its own system of voting and (2) fundamental disrespect of cultural shifts as being viable and artistic."[35] Stoute accused them of snubbing artists with more cultural impact, citing respective losses by the critical and commercial successes in Eminem's The Marshall Mathers LP[image: External link] (2000) and Kanye West's Graduation[image: External link] (2007) in the Album of the Year category, and stated:


As an institution that celebrates artistic works of musicians, singers, songwriters, producers and technical specialists, we have come to expect that the Grammys upholds all of the values that reflect the very best in music that is born from our culture. Unfortunately, the awards show has become a series of hypocrisies and contradictions, leaving me to question why any contemporary popular artist would even participate. [...] While there is no doubt in my mind of the artistic talents of Steely Dan[image: External link] or Herbie Hancock[image: External link], we must acknowledge the massive cultural impact of Eminem and Kanye West and how their music is shaping, influencing and defining the voice of a generation. It is this same cultural impact that acknowledged the commercial and critical success of Michael Jackson's Thriller[image: External link] in 1984.[35]



The Grammys' eligibility period – which runs from October 1 to September 30 each year[36] – is also a perennial source of complaints and confusion. Because records that drop in the last quarter of a given year are not eligible for that year's awards, fans often think a favorite artist has been snubbed (e.g., Adele, whose 25 was released in November 2015 and so was not nominated that year despite massive sales[37]). Conversely, the same issue means that the Grammys often recognize work that no longer feels current by the time it wins. Taylor Swift's 1989, for example, won Album of the Year in 2016, even though the album dropped in October 2014.[38]

The Grammys have also been criticized for being unfavorable and racist to black recording artists. Canadian artist Drake criticized the awards in a 2017 interview for seeing him only as a rapper and not as a pop-music artist because of his previous work and because of his heritage. He criticized the snubbing of "One Dance[image: External link]" for the prestigious award of Record of the Year and the nomination of "Hotline Bling[image: External link]" for Best Rap Song[image: External link] and Best Rap/Sung Performance[image: External link] despite it not being a rap song, using it as evidence of The Recording Academy only seeing black artists as capable of producing rap music.[39] During the 2017 show, Adele broke her trophy for Album of the Year in half onstage and gave half to Beyoncé, stating she felt that she didn't deserve to win over the latter's Lemonade. The Atlantic[image: External link]'s Spencer Kornhaber accused the Grammys of "sidelining a black visionary work in favor of a white traditionalist one".[40]
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 TV broadcasts and ratings




Prior to the first live Grammys telecast in 1971 on ABC, a series of filmed annual specials in the 1960s called The Best on Record were broadcast on NBC[image: External link]. The first Grammy Award telecast took place on the night of November 29, 1959, as an episode of the NBC anthology series NBC Sunday Showcase[image: External link], which was normally devoted to plays, original TV dramas, and variety shows. Until 1971, awards ceremonies were held in both New York and Los Angeles, with winners accepting at one of the two. Pierre Cossette[image: External link] bought the rights to broadcast the ceremony from the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences and organized the first live telecast.[41] CBS bought the rights in 1973 after moving the ceremony to Nashville[image: External link], Tennessee[image: External link]; the American Music Awards were created for ABC (by Dick Clark[image: External link]) as a result.

The Recording Academy announced on June 21, 2011 that it had reached a new deal with CBS to keep the awards show on the network for another 10 years. As part of the new contract the network also airs a "nominations concert" special in the last week of November where the nominees are released during the special that is exclusive to CBS, rather than the traditional early-morning press conference with a release of the nominations seen with most major awards ceremonies which any network takes as part of a press pool[image: External link]. Beginning in 2006, the number of viewers was counted in live+SD.[42]



	Year
	Viewers (Millions)
	Rating/Share (Households)
	Average Ad Price (30s)
	Source(s)



	2017
	26.05
	7.8/22
	
	[43]



	2016
	24.95
	7.7/22
	$1,200,000
	[44]



	2015
	25.30
	8.5/23
	$1,000,000
	[45][46]



	2014
	28.51
	9.9/25
	$800,000-$850,000
	[47][48][49]



	2013
	28.37
	10.1/25
	$850,000-$900,000+
	[49][50]



	2012
	39.91
	14.1/32
	$766,000
	[51][52]



	2011
	26.55
	10.0/25
	$630,000
	[48][53][54]



	2010
	25.80
	TBD
	$426,000
	[48][55]



	2009
	19.04
	10.3/16
	$592,000
	[42]



	2008
	17.18
	10.3/16
	$572,700
	[42]



	2007
	20.05
	12.1/19
	$557,300
	[42]



	2006
	17.00
	10.9/17
	$675,900
	[42]



	2005
	18.80
	11.6/18
	$703,900
	[42]



	2004
	26.29
	15.7/24
	$654,600
	[42]



	2003
	24.82
	14.7/23
	$610,300
	[42]



	2002
	18.96
	11.9/19
	$573,900
	[42]



	2001
	26.65
	16.7/26
	$574,000
	[42]



	2000
	27.79
	17.3/27
	$505,500
	[42]



	1999
	24.88
	16.6/26
	$472,000
	[42]



	1998
	25.04
	17.0/27
	$315,600
	[42]



	1997
	19.21
	13.4/22
	$346,300
	[42]



	1996
	21.50
	14.6/23
	$304,800
	[42]



	1995
	17.27
	11.8/19
	$399,100
	[42]



	1994
	23.69
	16.1/24
	$407,700
	[42]



	1993
	29.87
	19.9/31
	$401,500
	[42]



	1992
	23.10
	16.2/27
	$352,900
	[42]



	1991
	28.89
	18.8/31
	$319,200
	[42]



	1990
	28.83
	18.9/31
	$330,600
	[42]



	1989
	23.57
	16.0/26
	$318,300
	[42]



	1988
	32.76
	21.1/33
	$299,900
	[42]



	1987
	27.91
	18.3/27
	$264,200
	[42]



	1986
	30.39
	20.3/32
	$205,500
	[42]



	1985
	37.12
	23.8/35
	N/A
	[42]



	1984
	51.67
	30.8/45
	N/A
	[42]



	1983
	30.86
	25.6/33
	N/A
	[42]



	1982
	24.02
	18.2/29
	N/A
	[42]



	1981
	28.57
	21.2/34
	N/A
	[42]



	1980
	32.39
	23.9/39
	N/A
	[42]



	1979
	31.31
	21.9/34
	N/A
	[42]



	1978
	N/A
	26.6/44
	N/A
	[42]



	1977
	28.86
	21.3/38
	N/A
	[42]



	1976
	N/A
	23.8/47
	N/A
	[42]



	1975
	N/A
	16.4/30
	N/A
	[42]



	1974
	N/A
	30.3/52
	N/A
	[42]
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 The Grammys and record sales




When the televised Grammys came into renown in 1975, a relationship between Grammy Award winners and subsequent record sales began.[56] Many articles of Billboard magazine communicate the commercial impact of winning a Grammy—improved record sales.[57]

However, it was not until after 1984 that Grammy recipients' records displayed a substantial increase in sales. This was largely due to an agreement made by NARAS and the National Association of Record Merchandisers (NARM). Under this agreement "record labels provided stickers, posters and other point-of-purchase material emblazoned 'Grammy Nominee' or 'Grammy Award Winner' that retailers could use in order to improve marketing effects."[56]
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Billboard Hot 100





The Billboard Hot 100 is the music industry[image: External link] standard record chart[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] for singles[image: External link], published weekly by Billboard magazine. Chart rankings are based on sales (physical and digital[image: External link]), radio play[image: External link] and online streaming.

The weekly sales period was originally Monday to Sunday, when Nielsen[image: External link] started tracking sales in 1991, but was changed to Friday to Thursday in July 2015. Radio airplay, which, unlike sales figures and streaming data, is readily available on a real-time basis, and is tracked on a Monday to Sunday cycle (previously Wednesday to Tuesday).[1] A new chart is compiled and officially released to the public by Billboard on Tuesdays. Example:


	Friday, January 1 – sales tracking-week begins, streaming tracking-week begins

	Monday, January 4 – airplay tracking-week begins

	Thursday, January 7 – sales tracking-week ends, streaming tracking-week ends

	Sunday, January 10 – airplay tracking-week ends

	Tuesday, January 12 – new chart released, with issue post-dated Saturday, January 23



The first number one song of the Hot 100 was "Poor Little Fool[image: External link]" by Ricky Nelson[image: External link], on August 4, 1958. As of the issue for the week ending on May 20, 2017, the Hot 100 has had 1,064 different number one hits. The current number one song is "I'm the One[image: External link]" by DJ Khaled[image: External link] featuring Justin Bieber, Quavo[image: External link], Chance the Rapper[image: External link] and Lil Wayne[image: External link].[2]
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 History




Prior to 1955, Billboard did not have a unified, all-encompassing popularity chart, instead measuring songs by individual metrics. At the start of the rock era in 1955, three such charts existed:[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Best Sellers in Stores was the first Billboard chart, established in 1936. This chart ranked the biggest selling singles in retail stores, as reported by merchants surveyed throughout the country (20 to 50 positions).

	
Most Played by Jockeys was Billboard's original airplay chart. It ranked the most played songs on United States radio stations, as reported by radio disc jockeys and radio stations (20 to 25 positions).

	
Most Played in Jukeboxes ranked the most played songs in jukeboxes[image: External link] across the United States (20 positions). This was one of the main outlets of measuring song popularity with the younger generation of music listeners, as many radio stations resisted adding rock and roll[image: External link] music to their playlists for many years.



Although officially all three charts had equal "weight" in terms of their importance, many chart historians refer to the Best Sellers in Stores chart when referencing a song's performance prior to the creation of the Hot 100; until the start of the rock era in 1955, radio was still in its Golden Age[image: External link] and centered around spoken-word programs instead of music radio[image: External link], and physical record sales were still the dominant indicator of a recording's popularity.[ why?[image: External link]] On the week ending November 12, 1955, Billboard published The Top 100 for the first time. The Top 100 combined all aspects of a single's performance (sales, airplay and jukebox activity), based on a point system that typically gave sales (purchases) more weight than radio airplay. The Best Sellers In Stores, Most Played by Jockeys and Most Played in Jukeboxes charts continued to be published concurrently with the new Top 100 chart.

On June 17, 1957, Billboard discontinued the Most Played in Jukeboxes chart, as the popularity of jukeboxes waned and radio stations incorporated more and more rock-oriented music into their playlists. The week ending July 28, 1958 was the final publication of the Most Played By Jockeys and Top 100 charts, both of which had Perez Prado[image: External link]'s instrumental version of " Patricia[image: External link]" ascending to the top.

On August 4, 1958, Billboard premiered one main all-genre singles chart: the Hot 100. The Hot 100 quickly became the industry standard and Billboard discontinued the Best Sellers In Stores chart on October 13, 1958.

The Billboard Hot 100 is still the standard by which a song's popularity is measured in the United States. The Hot 100 is ranked by radio airplay audience impressions as measured by Nielsen BDS, sales data compiled by Nielsen Soundscan[image: External link] (both at retail and digitally) and streaming activity provided by online music sources.[citation needed[image: External link]]

There are several component charts that contribute to the overall calculation of the Hot 100. The most significant ones are:


	
Hot 100 Airplay[image: External link]: (per Billboard) approximately 1,000 stations, "composed of adult contemporary[image: External link], R&B, hip hop, country[image: External link], rock[image: External link], gospel[image: External link], Latin[image: External link] and Christian[image: External link] formats, digitally monitored twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Charts are ranked by number of gross audience impressions, computed by cross-referencing exact times of radio airplay with Arbitron[image: External link] listener data."

	
Hot Singles Sales: (per Billboard) "the top selling singles compiled from a national sample of retail store, mass merchant and internet sales reports collected, compiled, and provided by Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link]." The chart is released weekly and measures sales of physical commercial singles. With the decline in sales of physical singles in the US, many songs that become number one on this chart often do not even chart on the Hot 100.

	
Hot Digital Songs[image: External link]: Digital sales are tracked by Nielsen SoundScan and are included as part of a title's sales points.

	
Streaming Songs[image: External link]: a collaboration between Billboard, Nielsen SoundScan and National Association of Recording Merchandisers[image: External link] which measures the top streamed radio songs, on-demand songs and videos on leading online music services.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Compilation




The tracking week for sales and streaming begins on Friday and ends on Thursday, while the radio play tracking-week runs from Monday to Sunday. A new chart is compiled and officially released to the public by Billboard on Tuesday. Each chart is post-dated with the "week-ending" issue date 11 days after the charts are refreshed online. For example:


	Friday, January 1 – sales tracking-week begins, streaming tracking-week begins

	Monday, January 4 – airplay tracking-week begins

	Thursday, January 7 – sales tracking-week ends, streaming tracking-week ends

	Sunday, January 10 – airplay tracking-week ends

	Tuesday, January 12 – new chart released, with issue post-dated Saturday, January 23[1]
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 Hot 100 policy changes




The methods and policies by which this data is obtained and compiled have changed many times throughout the chart's history.

As the advent of a singles music chart spawned chart historians and chart-watchers and greatly affected pop culture[image: External link] and produced countless bits of trivia, the main purpose of the Hot 100 is to aid those within the music industry: to reflect the popularity of the "product" (the singles, the albums, etc.) and to track the trends of the buying public. Billboard has (many times) changed its methodology and policies to give the most precise and accurate reflection of what is popular. A very basic example of this would be the ratio given to sales and airplay. During the Hot 100's early history, singles were the leading way by which people bought music. At times, when singles sales were robust, more weight was given to a song's retail points than to its radio airplay.

As the decades passed, the recording industry concentrated more on album sales than singles sales. Musicians eventually expressed their creative output in the form of full-length albums rather than singles, and by the 1990s many record companies stopped releasing singles altogether (see Album Cuts, below). Eventually, a song's airplay points were weighted more so than its sales. Billboard has adjusted the sales/airplay ratio many times to more accurately reflect the true popularity of songs.
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 Double-sided singles




Billboard has also changed its Hot 100 policy regarding "two-sided singles" several times. The pre-Hot 100 chart "Best Sellers in Stores" listed popular A- and-B-sides together, with the side that was played most often (based on its other charts) listed first. One of the most notable of these, but far from the only one, was Elvis Presley[image: External link]'s "Don't Be Cruel" / "Hound Dog". During the Presley single's chart run, top billing was switched back and forth between the two sides several times. But on the concurrent "Most Played in Juke Boxes", "Most Played by Jockeys" and the "Top 100", the two songs were listed separately, as was true of all songs. With the initiation of the Hot 100 in 1958, A- and-B-sides charted separately, as they had on the former Top 100.

Starting with the Hot 100 chart for the week ending November 29, 1969, this rule was altered; if both sides received significant airplay, they were listed together. This started to become a moot point by 1972, as most major record labels solidified a trend they had started in the 1960s by putting the same song on both sides of the singles it serviced to radio.

More complex issues began to arise as the typical A-and-B-side format of singles gave way to 12 inch singles[image: External link] and maxi-singles, many of which contained more than one B-side. Further problems arose when, in several cases, a B-side would eventually overtake the A-side in popularity, thus prompting record labels to release a new single, featuring the former B-side as the A-side, along with a "new" B-side.

The inclusion of album cuts on the Hot 100 put the double-sided hit issues to rest permanently.
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 Album cuts




As many Hot 100 chart policies have been modified over the years, one rule always remained constant: songs were not eligible to enter the Hot 100 unless they were available to purchase as a single. However, on December 5, 1998, the Hot 100 changed from being a "singles" chart to a "songs" chart. During the 1990s, a growing trend in the music industry was to promote songs to radio without ever releasing them as singles. It was claimed by major record labels that singles were cannibalizing album sales, so they were slowly phased out. During this period, accusations began to fly of chart manipulation as labels would hold off on releasing a single until airplay was at its absolute peak, thus prompting a top ten or, in some cases, a number one debut. In many cases, a label would delete a single from its catalog after only one week, thus allowing the song to enter the Hot 100, make a high debut and then slowly decline in position as the one-time production of the retail single sold out.

It was during this period that several popular mainstream hits never charted on the Hot 100, or charted well after their airplay had declined. During the period that they were not released as singles, the songs were not eligible to chart. Many of these songs dominated the Hot 100 Airplay chart for extended periods of time:


	1995 The Rembrandts[image: External link]: "I'll Be There for You[image: External link]" (number one for eight weeks)

	1996 No Doubt[image: External link]: "Don't Speak[image: External link]" (number one for 16 weeks)

	1997 Sugar Ray[image: External link] featuring Super Cat[image: External link]: " Fly[image: External link]" (number one for six weeks)

	1997 Will Smith: "Men in Black[image: External link]" (number one for four weeks)

	1997 The Cardigans[image: External link]: " Lovefool[image: External link]" (number two for eight weeks)

	1998 Natalie Imbruglia[image: External link]: " Torn[image: External link]" (number one for 11 weeks)

	1998 Goo Goo Dolls[image: External link]: " Iris[image: External link]" (number one for 18 weeks)



As debate and conflicts occurred more and more often, Billboard finally answered the requests of music industry artists and insiders by including airplay-only singles (or "album cuts") in the Hot 100.
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 EPs




Extended play (EP) releases were listed by Billboard on the Hot 100 and in pre-Hot 100 charts (Top 100) until the mid-to-late 1960s. With the growing popularity of albums, it was decided to move EPs (which typically contain four to six tracks) from the Hot 100 to the Billboard 200, where they are included to this day.
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 Digital downloads and online streaming




Since February 12, 2005, the Billboard Hot 100 tracks paid digital downloads from such internet services as iTunes, Musicmatch[image: External link], and Rhapsody[image: External link]. Billboard initially started tracking downloads in 2003 with the Hot Digital Tracks[image: External link] chart. However, these downloads did not count towards the Hot 100 and that chart (as opposed to Hot Digital Songs[image: External link]) counted each version of a song separately (the chart still exists today along with Hot Digital Songs). This was the first major overhaul of the Hot 100's chart formula since December 1998.

The change in methodology has shaken up the chart considerably, with some songs debuting on the chart strictly with robust online sales and others making drastic leaps. In recent years, several songs have been able to achieve 80-to-90 position jumps in a single week as their digital components were made available at online music stores. Since 2006, the all-time record for the biggest single-week upward movement was broken nine times.

In the issue dated August 11, 2007, Billboard began incorporating weekly data from streaming media and on-demand services into the Hot 100. The first two major companies to provide their statistics to Nielsen BDS on a weekly basis were AOL Music and Yahoo! Music.[3] On March 24, 2012, Billboard premiered its On-Demand Songs[image: External link] chart, and its data was incorporated into the equation that compiles the Hot 100.[4] This was expanded to a broader Streaming Songs[image: External link] chart in January 2013, which ranks web radio streams from services such as Spotify[image: External link], as well as on-demand audio titles.[5] In February 2013, U.S. views for a song on YouTube[image: External link] were added to the Hot 100 formula. "Harlem Shake[image: External link]" was the first song to reach number one after the changes were made.[6] The Hot 100 formula starting 2013 generally incorporates sales (35–45%), airplay (30–40%) and streaming (20–30%), and the precise percentage can change from week to week.[7]
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 Remixes




Billboard has also answered the call of music industry insiders[ who?[image: External link]] who raised an issue regarding song remixes[image: External link]. A growing trend in the early first decade of the 21st century was to issue a song as a "remix" that was so drastically different in structure and lyrical content from its original version that it was essentially a whole new song. Under normal circumstances, airplay points from a song's album version, "radio" mix and/or dance music[image: External link] remix, etc. were all combined and factored into the song's performance on the Hot 100, as the structure, lyrics and melody remained intact. Criticisms began when songs were being completely re-recorded to the point that they no longer resembled the original recording. The first such example of this scenario is Jennifer Lopez[image: External link]' "I'm Real[image: External link]". Originally entering the Hot 100 in its album version, a "remix" was issued in the midst of its chart run that featured rapper Ja Rule[image: External link]. This new version proved to be far more popular than the album version and the track was propelled to number one.

To address this issue, Billboard now separates airplay points from a song's original version and its remix, if the remix is determined to be a "new song". Since administering this new chart rule, several songs have charted twice, normally credited as "Part 1" and "Part 2". The remix rule is still in place.
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 Recurrents




Billboard, in an effort to allow the chart to remain as current as possible and to give proper representation to new and developing artists and tracks, has (since 1991) removed titles that have reached certain criteria regarding its current rank and number of weeks on the chart. Recurrent criteria have been modified several times and currently (as of 2015), a song is permanently moved to "recurrent status" if it has spent 20 weeks on the Hot 100 and fallen below position number 50. Additionally, descending songs are removed from the chart if ranking below number 25 after 52 weeks.[8] Exceptions are made to re-releases and sudden resurgence in popularity of tracks that have taken a very long time to gain mainstream success. These rare cases are handled on a case-by-case basis and ultimately determined by Billboard's chart managers and staff.
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 Adjustment of tracking week




Billboard altered its tracking-week for sales, streaming and radio airplay in order to conform to a new Global Release Date, which now falls on Fridays in all major-market territories (United States product was formerly released on Tuesdays prior to June 2015). This modified tracking schedule took effect in the issue dated July 25, 2015.[1]
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 Year-end charts




Billboard's "chart year" runs from the first week of December to the final week in November. This altered calendar allows for Billboard to calculate year-end charts and release them in time for its final print issue in the last week of December.

Prior to Nielsen SoundScan, year-end singles charts were calculated by an inverse-point system based solely on a song's performance on the Hot 100 (for example, a song would be given one point for a week spent at position 100, two points for a week spent at position 99 and so forth, up to 100 points for each week spent at number one). Other factors including the total weeks a song spent on the chart and at its peak position were calculated into its year-end total.

After Billboard began obtaining sales and airplay information from Nielsen SoundScan, the year-end charts are now calculated by a very straightforward cumulative total of yearlong sales and airplay points. This gives a more accurate picture of any given year's most popular tracks, as a song that hypothetically spent nine weeks at number one in March could possibly have earned fewer cumulative points than a song that spent six weeks at number three in January. Songs at the peak of their popularity at the time of the November/December chart-year cutoff many times end up ranked on the following year's chart as well, as their cumulative points are split between the two chart-years, but often are ranked lower than they would have been had the peak occurred in a single year.
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 Limitations




The limitations of the Hot 100 have become more pronounced over time. Since the Hot 100 was based on singles sales, as singles have themselves become a less common form of song release, the Hot 100's data represented a narrowing segment of sales until the December 1998 change in the ranking formula.

Few music historians believe that the Hot 100 has been a perfectly accurate gauge of the most popular songs for each week or year. For example, during the 1950s and 1960s, payola[image: External link] and other problems skewed the numbers in largely undetectable ways.[9]

Further, the history of popular music shows nearly as many remarkable failures to chart as it does impressive charting histories. Certain artists (such as Pink Floyd[image: External link] and Led Zeppelin[image: External link]) had tremendous album sales while being oblivious to the weekly singles charts. Business changes in the industry also affect artists' statistical "records." Single releases were more frequent and steady, and were expected to have much shorter shelf lives in earlier decades, making direct historical comparisons somewhat specious. Of the 16 singles to top the Billboard chart for more than ten weeks since 1955, only two were released before 1992. During the first 40 years of the rock era, no song had ever debuted at number one; since a 1995 change in methodology, 19 songs have.

Strategizing also plays a role. Numerous record labels[image: External link] have taken deliberate steps to maximize their chart positions by such tactics as timing a single's debut to face the weakest possible competition, or massively discounting the price of singles to the point where each individual sale represented a financial loss. Meanwhile, other labels would deliberately withhold even their most marketable songs in order to boost album sales. Particularly in the 1990s, many of the most heavily played MTV and radio hits were unavailable for separate purchase. Because of such countervailing strategies, it cannot be said that a Hot 100 chart necessarily lists the country's 100 most popular or successful songs. Strategies like these were the main reason behind the December 1998 change in the charts.

Some critics[ who?[image: External link]] have argued that an overemphasis on a limited number of singles has distorted record industry development efforts, and there are nearly as many critics of the Hot 100 as there are supporters. Some of these criticisms, however, are becoming less and less germane as digital downloads have revitalized the concept of “singles sales.”

The Billboard charts have endured as the only widely circulated published report on songs that have been popular across the United States over the last half-century. Competing publications such as Cash Box[image: External link], Record World[image: External link], Radio & Records[image: External link] and most recently Mediabase[image: External link] have offered alternate charts, which sometimes differed widely.
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 Use in media




The Hot 100 served for many years as the data source for the weekly radio countdown show American Top 40[image: External link]. This relationship ended on November 30, 1991, as American Top 40 started using the airplay-only side of the Hot 100[image: External link] (then called Top 40 Radio Monitor). The ongoing splintering of Top 40 radio[image: External link] in the early 1990s led stations to lean into specific formats, meaning that practically no station would play the wide array of genres that typically composed each weekly Hot 100 chart.
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 Similar charts




A new chart, the Pop 100[image: External link], was created by Billboard in February 2005 to answer criticism that the Hot 100 was biased in favor of rhythmic[image: External link] songs, as throughout most of its existence, the Hot 100 was seen predominantly as a pop chart. It was discontinued in June 2009 due to the charts becoming increasingly similar.

The Canadian Hot 100[image: External link] was launched June 16, 2007. Like the Hot 100 chart, it uses sales and airplay tracking compiled by Nielsen SoundScan and BDS.[10]

The Japan Hot 100[image: External link] was launched in the issue dated May 31, 2008, using the same methodologies as the Hot 100 charts for the U.S. and Canada, utilizing sales and airplay data from SoundScan Japan and radio tracking service Plantech.[11]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Bestseller[image: External link]

	Billboard charts[image: External link]

	Billboard Music Awards[image: External link]

	Chart-topper[image: External link]

	List of artists who reached number one in the United States

	List of best-charting U.S. music artists[image: External link]

	List of best-selling music artists

	List of Billboard Hot 100 chart achievements and milestones[image: External link]

	List of Billboard number-one singles[image: External link]

	Single certifications[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ a b c Billboard Staff (June 24, 2015). "Billboard to Alter Chart Tracking Week for Global Release Date"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved June 24, 2015.


	
^ Trust, Gary (May 8, 2017). "DJ Khaled's All-Star 'I'm the One' Debuts at No. 1 on Billboard Hot 100"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved May 8, 2017.


	
^ Mayfield, Geoff (August 4, 2007). "Billboard Hot 100 To Include Digital Streams"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved July 30, 2007.


	
^ Trust, Gary (March 14, 2012). "Hot 100 Impacted by New On-Demand Songs Chart"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved March 14, 2012.


	
^ Pietroluongo, Silvio (January 17, 2013). "New Dance/Electronic Songs Chart Launches With Will.i.am & Britney at No. 1"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved February 19, 2012.


	
^ Sisario, Ben (February 20, 2013). "What's Billboard's No. 1? Now YouTube Has a Say"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved February 20, 2013.


	
^ Gary Trust (September 29, 2013). "Ask Billboard: How Does The Hot 100 Work?"[image: External link]. Billboard.


	
^ Trust, Gary (November 23, 2015). "Adele Tops Hot 100 for Fourth Week; Justin Bieber, Alessia Cara Hit Top 10"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved November 23, 2015.


	
^ Richard Campbell et al, Media and Culture: An Introduction to Mass Communication, 2004.


	
^ "Billboard Launches Canadian Hot 100 Chart"[image: External link]. Billboard. June 7, 2007. Retrieved June 4, 2010.


	
^ Trust, Gary (May 21, 2008). "Billboard Japan Hot 100 Finds Global Audience"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved June 4, 2010.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
Bronson, Fred[image: External link]. Billboard Book of Number 1 Hits, 5th Edition (ISBN 0-8230-7677-6[image: External link])

	Feldman, Christopher G. The Billboard Book of No. 2 Singles (ISBN 0-8230-7695-4[image: External link])

	
Whitburn, Joel[image: External link]. Top Pop Singles 1955-2008, 12 Edition (ISBN 0-89820-180-2[image: External link])

	
Whitburn, Joel[image: External link]. The Billboard Pop Charts, 1955–1959 (ISBN 0-89820-092-X[image: External link])

	
Whitburn, Joel[image: External link]. The Billboard Hot 100 Charts: The Sixties (ISBN 0-89820-074-1[image: External link])

	
Whitburn, Joel[image: External link]. The Billboard Hot 100 Charts: The Seventies (ISBN 0-89820-076-8[image: External link])

	
Whitburn, Joel[image: External link]. The Billboard Hot 100 Charts: The Eighties (ISBN 0-89820-079-2[image: External link])

	
Whitburn, Joel[image: External link]. The Billboard Hot 100 Charts: The Nineties (ISBN 0-89820-137-3[image: External link])






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]



TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Billboard charts[image: External link]

	Top lists[image: External link]

	Billboard Hot 100 number-one singles[image: External link]

	1958 establishments in the United States[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 8 May 2017, at 18:55.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Billboard Hot 100: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billboard_Hot_100 [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Billboard_Hot_100 [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Development and production

	2 Composition and lyrical interpretation

	3 Release and remixes

	4 Reception

	5 Legacy

	6 Chart performance

	7 Music video

	8 Live performances

	9 Cultural impact

	10 2014 Remix version

	11 Formats and track listings

	12 Credits

	13 Charts

	14 Certifications

	15 See also

	16 References

	17 External links





Crazy in Love





This article is about the Beyoncé song. For other uses, see Crazy in Love (disambiguation)[image: External link].

“Crazy in Love” is the lead single from American singer Beyoncé Knowles's 2003 debut solo album, Dangerously in Love. It features a guest verse from rapper Shawn “Jay-Z” Carter, who later married Knowles. The artists wrote and composed the song in collaboration with Rich Harrison[image: External link] and Eugene Record[image: External link]; the former also produced it with Beyoncé. Using samples[image: External link] from The Chi-Lites[image: External link]'s 1970 song "Are You My Woman (Tell Me So)," "Crazy in Love" is an R&B and pop love song that incorporates elements of hip hop, soul, and 1970s-style funk music. Its lyrics describe a romantic obsession that causes the protagonist to act out of character.

Columbia Records released "Crazy in Love" on May 18, 2003, as the lead single from Dangerously in Love. It was a number-one hit in the United States and United Kingdom, and achieved top-ten peaks on several other countries's record charts. With global sales of 6.7 million. Music critics praised "Crazy in Love's" hook, Jay Z's contribution, and Beyoncé's assertive delivery of the lyrics. VH1 declared it the greatest song of the 2000s decade, while Rolling Stone ranked it as the 118th best song of all time in 2010. At the 46th Grammy Awards[image: External link], "Crazy in Love" won Best R&B Song and Best Rap/Sung Collaboration.

The song's accompanying music video[image: External link] features Beyoncé in various dance sequences. It won three awards at the 2003 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], and its director, Jake Nava[image: External link], won the Music Video Production Association award for Best R&B Video in 2004. Since 2003, "Crazy in Love" has been a staple in Beyoncé’s live performances and concert tours. The American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) recognized "Crazy in Love" as one of the most performed songs of 2004. Artists including David Byrne[image: External link] have covered the song, and it has been used in various television shows and other media.
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 Development and production




In July 2002, Beyoncé had already recorded several songs which would appear on Dangerously in Love. Columbia Records planned to release the album in October 2002; however, the release was postponed several times to capitalize on the success of American rapper Nelly[image: External link]'s 2002 single " Dilemma[image: External link]," which features Beyoncé's fellow Destiny's Child alumna singer Kelly Rowland.[3] These delays allowed Beyoncé to record more songs for the album.[4]

Before meeting Beyoncé, Rich Harrison[image: External link] had conceptualized the beat of the song.[5] He had sampled[image: External link] the hook[image: External link]'s instrumentation[image: External link] from the 1970 song "Are You My Woman? (Tell Me So),"[5][6] which had originally been written and composed by Eugene Record[image: External link], frontman of the Chicago[image: External link]-based vocal group[image: External link] The Chi-Lites[image: External link].[4] When Harrison first played the beat to his friends, they could not "dig it," and this made him realize that he had conceived something special, which people would appreciate better after hearing the whole record.[5] Thus Harrison decided not to market the selection, and instead, he waited for the right artist to record it: "I had it in the chamber, I had not really shopped it much, because sometimes you do not want to come out of the bag before it's right. People do not really get it and you will leave them with a foul taste in their mouth."[5]

Harrison was pleasantly surprised when he got a call from Beyoncé, who was working on one of the most anticipated albums of the year.[5] However, things did not turn up according to his plans the following day, as he was late and was still suffering the effects of a hangover.[5] When Harrison played the sample to Beyoncé in the studio, the singer initially had doubts about the "sound so full of blaring fanfare;"[5] it seemed too retro and according to her, no one used horn riffs[image: External link] in the 21st century.[4] Nevertheless, Beyoncé became friendlier to the sample, much to Harrison's delight, and gave him two hours to write and compose the song while she went out.[5]

Harrison confessed that it was not easy for him to come up with the lyrics to "Crazy in Love" in that length of time.[4] But two hours later, he had written the verses[image: External link], and the hook, in spite of being hung over.[5] Harrison had also made provision for a backing track[image: External link];[4] he played all the instruments on the track.[5] The bridge[image: External link] was written by Beyoncé,[5] who was inspired by looking at herself in the mirror;[4] as she was not wearing matching clothes and her hair was untidy, she kept saying, "I'm looking so crazy right now."[7] Harrison sang back to her and said, "That's the hook."[7] It also inspired the title of the song.[4] After that Beyoncé had filled up the middle eight[image: External link], she came up with the catchphrase - "Uh-oh, uh-oh, you know" - alongside Harrison.[7]

American rapper Jay-Z[image: External link] became involved late in the song's production.[5] Around three in the morning, he came to the studio and recorded a rap verse[image: External link], which he improvised in about ten minutes.[4][8] The recording of "Crazy in Love" took place nearly three months following the meeting of Beyoncé with Harrison.[7]
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 Composition and lyrical interpretation




According to the sheet music published at Musicnotes.com by Alfred Music Publishing[image: External link], "Crazy in Love" is an R&B and pop[2] love song[image: External link], composed in the key[image: External link] of D-minor[image: External link] and F-major[image: External link]. It incorporates 1970s[image: External link]-style funk,[10] hip hop, and contains influences of soul.[16] As commented by Robert Webb of The Independent, the old soul influences in the song seem to have been derived from the horn hook[image: External link],[4] which samples the 1970 song "Are You My Woman? (Tell Me So)."[5] Having a go-go[image: External link] vibe,[4] "Crazy in Love" is built on a hip hop beat.[17] Beyoncé told The Sunday Herald[image: External link] that the beat is "so hard that it makes your heart hurt."[18] The song's tempo[image: External link] is a moderate 100 beats per minute[image: External link], in common time[image: External link].[9] Beyoncé’s vocal range[image: External link] spans around one and a half octaves[image: External link] in the song, from the low note of A♯ 3[image: External link] to the high note of F 5[image: External link].[9] "Crazy in Love" uses two major chords, B♭[image: External link] and G[image: External link], a minor third apart.[9] One of the main vocal riffs uses the traditional cowbell rhythm[image: External link] often found in samba[image: External link] music.[1][11] Lisa Verrico of The Times magazine, wrote that "Crazy in Love" makes use of big drums and bits of brass[image: External link].[19]

According to Natalie Nichols of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], the lyrics of "Crazy in Love" reference a state of romantic obsession.[20] Beyoncé said that the song talks "about how, when you are falling in love, you do things that are out of character and you do not really care because you are just open."[21] Anthony DeCurtis of Rolling Stone wrote that "Crazy in Love" has "such a cauldron of energy," that Beyoncé sounds "loose and sexy," gripped by emotions she "can neither understand nor control."[12] The lyrics are composed in the traditional verse-chorus form[image: External link]. Jay Z opens the song with a brief spoken verse-rap, containing the lyrics: "Yes! So crazy right now. Most incredibly, it's your girl, B. It's your boy, Young. You ready?"[9] After Beyoncé delivers the "uh-oh, uh-oh" catchphrase, Jay Z continues the monologue.[15] Beyoncé begins the first verse, followed with the whistle[image: External link]-backed chorus[image: External link].[19] She repeats the "uh-oh, uh-oh" phrase, leading to the second verse. The chorus follows, giving way to the second verse-rap which contains the lyrics: "Jay Z in the range, crazy and deranged [...] I been inhaling the chain smokers, how you think I got the name 'Hova', I been real and the game's over".[13] The song continues to the bridge, singing: "I'm not myself, lately I'm foolish, I don't do this, / I've been playing myself, baby, I don't care / 'Cuz your love's got the best of me, / And baby, you're making a fool of me, / You got me sprung and I don't care who sees."[22] She then sings the chorus again and the song fades out with the horns.[9]
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 Release and remixes




"Crazy in Love" was released to radio in the United States on May 18, 2003 under formats including Rhythmic[image: External link],[23] Top 40[image: External link],[24] and Urban[image: External link] radios.[25] The single was released first as a digital download[image: External link] to iTunes Stores in the United Kingdom[26] and in the United States on May 20, 2003.[27] Notably, the song was also fairly successful as a ringtone among cell phone users across America.[28] The song was released as a CD single[image: External link] in Ireland[29] and Switzerland[30] on June 30, 2003 and as a digital EP in Germany on the same date.[31] "Crazy in Love" was released as a maxi single[image: External link] in Germany on June 30, 2003[32] and in Australia on July 15, 2003 along with the song's accompanying music video, exclusive to Australia.[2] The song was issued on DVD[image: External link] and CD single in the United Kingdom on June 30, 2003.[33][34] "Crazy in Love" was released as a digital EP in several European countries, including Austria,[35] Belgium,[36] Denmark,[37] Finland,[38] Italy,[39] the Netherlands,[40] Norway,[41] and Sweden on July 8, 2003.[42] This digital EP was also available in Canada[43] and Ireland on July 8, 2003.[44] On July 22, 2003, two remixes - one from Rockwilder[image: External link] and the other from Adam 12[image: External link] - was serviced in the United States.[45][46]

"Crazy in Love" has various remixes, including the Rockwilder remix, Maurice's "Nu Soul remix", and Juniors World remix. These versions appeared on the single releases of "Crazy in Love" under an alternative spelling, "Krazy in Luv".[47] The Rockwilder remix slows down the beat and makes the song deeper and funkier with chopped up horn samples and sparkling synth textures.[2] Maurice's "Nu Soul Remix" speeds up the beat, taking it from hip-hop to house territory.[2] A version of the song included on Asian releases of Dangerously in Love features a rap in Mandarin Chinese[image: External link] performed by American-Taiwanese singer Vanness Wu[image: External link], instead of Jay Z's performance.[48]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




"Crazy in Love" was lauded by contemporary music critics, who complimented the horn lines and the guest appearance of Jay-Z. Many of them called it the Summer Anthem of 2003.[49] Tim Sendra of AllMusic described the song as a "stunning pop masterpiece",[2] while Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] of the same website called it "deliriously catchy".[50] Darryl Sterdan of Jam![image: External link] noted the "Crazy in Love" is "instantly addictive horn lines".[14] Anthony DeCurtis of Rolling Stone wrote: "'Crazy in Love' ... roars out of the speakers on the strength of a propulsive horn sample and the charged presence of her pal, Jay-Z."[12] Ben Ratliff of Blender[image: External link] magazine called the song an "itchy [and] eager-to-please" one.[51] Marc Anthony Neal of PopMatters[image: External link] called the "uh-oh, uh-oh" phrase catchy.[13] MTV News[image: External link] considered "Crazy in Love" to be the "proudest moment" of Dangerously in Love.[52] Similarly, Allison Stewart of The Washington Post called it the best song on the album, praising its instrumentation, harmonies, and the rap verse of Jay Z.[16] This was echoed by Kelefa Sanneh[image: External link] of The New York Times who wrote that "Crazy in Love" is the best one on the album thanks to its "simplicity, irresistible combination of triumphant horns and a wicked hip-hop beat".[17] She added that "[Beyoncé’s] vocals - as deft and accurate as ever - convey none of the giddy rush that the lyrics describe."[17] Likewise, Sal Cinquemani of Slant Magazine wrote the lyrical arrangement, the music structure and the guest vocals by Jay Z all contributed in making "Crazy in Love" a wonderful resume for Beyoncé.[10]

Rob Fitzpatrick of NME called "Crazy in Love" a "head-nodding [and] body-rocking funk-soul genius" and wrote that it is "a 100 per cent, stone-cold, dead-cert classic". He complimented Beyoncé’s vocals, describing them as "genuinely, hip-grindingly fruity".[53] Los Angeles Times[image: External link] writer Natalie Nichols noted that "sexy dance tunes as the vintage funk-flavored 'Crazy in Love'" made Dangerously in Love a great album.[20] Neil Drumming of Entertainment Weekly wrote that the song has a "fresh sound".[15] Spence D. of IGN Music[image: External link] wrote that Beyoncé rides the "infectious rhythm" with grace and mid-range seductively. He added, "As [it] can be expected, the track bumps when Jay drops his distinctive uptown flavor. While other rap-meet-R&B tracks often fall flat, this one works well as Beyoncé and Jay's verbals play nicely against one another."[1] Lisa Verrico of The Times wrote that Jay Z performed a "decent rap", however, "Beyoncé and the beats save the day" and that "Crazy in Love" was a departure for Beyoncé from Destiny's Child.[19]
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 Accolades




In 2004, "Crazy in Love" was nominated for three Grammy Awards in the categories of Best R&B Song and Best Rap/Sung Collaboration, which it won, and Record of the Year, which it did not win.[54] A remix of "Crazy in Love", known as "Krazy in Luv" (Maurice's Nu Soul Mix), won the award Best Remixed Recording, Non-Classical[image: External link] for its remixer, Maurice Joshua[image: External link].[54] "Crazy in Love" was also recognized at the 2004 ASCAP Pop Music Awards Awards as one of the Most Performed Songs and its publisher, EMI[image: External link], received the Publisher of the Year award.[55] Vibe magazine's VIBE Awards recognized the song for Coolest Collaboration in 2003.[56] In Europe, "Crazy in Love" won the Best Song[image: External link] award at the 2003 MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link].[57] "Crazy in Love" won the awards for Best R&B/Urban Track and Best Pop Dance Track at the 22nd Annual International Dance Music Awards[image: External link] in 2003.[58] It was recognized by Beyoncé’s peers in the urban markets, and won the award for Best Collaboration at the BET Awards, where it also received a nomination in the Viewers Choice Awards category in 2004.[59] "Crazy in Love" was nominated at the 36th NAACP Image Awards[image: External link] for the Outstanding Song[image: External link] award[60] and for Favorite Song at the 2004 Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link].[61]
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 Legacy







"'Crazy in Love' was another one of those classic moments in pop culture that none of us expected. I asked Jay to get on the song the night before I had to turn my album in - thank God he did. It still never gets old, no matter how many times I sing it."





—Beyoncé reflects on "Crazy in Love" during her Billboard cover story in 2011.[62]


Entertainment Weekly magazine ranked "Crazy in Love" forty-seven in its list of The 100 Greatest Summer Songs.[63] The song was listed at number three on Rolling Stone's list of the 50 Best Songs of the 2000s Decade, in 2009,[64] and as the 118th greatest song of all time on the magazine's 2010 list of the 500 greatest songs of all time[image: External link],[65] as well as ranking it number 3 in their 100 Best Songs of the 2000s list, writing "The horns weren't a hook. They were a herald: Pop's new queen had arrived.".[66] NME staff voted "Crazy in Love" the best song of the 2000s, calling it "a dancefloor-destroying howitzer of a pop song."[6] The song was ranked at number four on Pitchfork Media's list of The Top 500 Tracks of the 2000s,[67] number seven on The Daily Telegraph's list of the best songs of the decade[68] and number six on Slant Magazine's list of the 100 Best Singles of the Decade.[69] In September 2011, VH1 ranked "Crazy in Love" number one on its list of The 100 Greatest Songs of the 2000s.[70] In October 2011, to mark NME fifteenth birthday, its staff members selected the 150 tracks "that have meant the most to [them] over the site's lifetime". They placed "Crazy in Love" at number 16 on their list of the 150 Best Tracks of the Past 15 Years.[71] In 2012, the song was ranked at number 22 on Billboard magazine's list of "Top 50 'Love' Songs of All Time".[72] In 2013, John Boone and Jennifer Cady of E! placed the song at number one on their list of ten best Beyoncé’s songs writing "It's the song that started it all. The definitive best Beyoncé jam is her first, complete with a guest spot by now-husband Jay Z, a killer hook and a chorus of horns that you have to dance to. Literally have to, Pavlovian conditioning[image: External link]-style."[73] In a 2013 list of Jay Z's 20 Biggest Billboard Hits, "Crazy in Love" was ranked at number 1.[74] On July 5, 2013, NME magazine named "Crazy in Love" "The Best Pop Song Of The Century".[75]



	Organization
	Country
	Accolade
	Year
	Source



	Rolling Stone
	United States
	500 Greatest Songs of All Time (ranked 118)
	2011
	[76]



	Rolling Stone
	United States
	Songs of the Decade (ranked 3)
	2009
	[77]



	Rolling Stone
	United States
	"Singles of the Year" (ranked 2)
	2003
	[78]



	Slant[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	"The 100 Best Singles of the Aughts" (ranked 6)
	2010
	[79]



	Pitchfork[image: External link]
	United States
	"The Top 500 Tracks of the 2000s" (ranked 4)
	2009
	[80]



	NME[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	The 500 Greatest Songs of All Time (ranked 19)
	2014
	[81]



	NME[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	100 Best Songs Of The 00s (ranked 1)
	2012
	[82]



	Q[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1001 Best Songs Ever (ranked 59)
	2003
	[83]



	The Village Voice[image: External link]
	United States
	Pazz + Jop 2003 (ranked 2)
	2004
	[84]
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 Chart performance




"Crazy in Love" was a commercial success in the United States. Although it was not yet released to retail stores, the single gained much attention and reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100, the official US singles chart, based on heavy rotation[image: External link] alone.[85] The same week it reached number one, Dangerously in Love debuted on the Billboard 200 at number one on July 12, 2003.[74] Substantial airplay, and later in retail, gains of "Crazy in Love" allowed it to dominate the chart,[86] spending eight consecutive weeks at number one on the Hot 100,[87] making it Beyoncé’s first number one single in her solo career. According to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link], "Crazy in Love" was the most downloaded song in the United States for four consecutive weeks in July 2003.[88] "Crazy in Love" spent twenty-seven weeks on the Hot 100, fifteen weeks in the top ten, and twenty-six weeks in the top fifty. The song was certified gold by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) in 2004[89] while its Mobile Mastertone was also certified gold two years later.[90] "Crazy in Love" was the fourth biggest hit of 2003 in the United States.[91] By October 6, 2010, "Crazy in Love" had sold 47,000 physical units in the US,[92] and as of October 2012, 1,597,000 paid digital downloads.[93]

In the United Kingdom, Beyoncé became the third female artist to top the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] and UK Albums Chart[image: External link] simultaneously,[94] following Mariah Carey in 1994 and Kylie Minogue in 2001. Including her career with Destiny's Child, "Crazy in Love" became Beyoncé’s third number one single in Britain and was the only song to top the charts the United Kingdom and the United States in 2003.[95] The single spent three weeks at number one in the United Kingdom[96] and fifteen weeks in the top 100.[97] As of July 2013, it has sold 510,000 units in the UK.[98] "Crazy in Love" reached number one on the Irish Singles Chart[image: External link], where it spent eighteen weeks.[99] In Australia, "Crazy in Love" peaked at number two on the ARIA Singles Chart[image: External link][100] and was certified platinum by the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA) with sales of over 70,000 units.[101] It also peaked at number two on the New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link],[100] and was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of New Zealand[image: External link] (RIANZ).[102] "Crazy in Love" reached top ten positions in some European singles charts.[100] It reached the top ten in Austria, the Belgian territories of Flanders and Wallonia, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland.[100]
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 Music video
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 Production and synopsis




The music video[image: External link] of "Crazy in Love", released in May 2003, was directed by Jake Nava[image: External link] and filmed in downtown Los Angeles.[103] In MTV Making of the Video 2003 documentary, Beyoncé described the video's conception: "[It] celebrates the evolution of a woman. It is about a girl who is at the point of a relationship. She realises that she is in love, she is doing stuff she would not normally do but she does not care. It does not matter she is just crazy in love."[104]

The opening sequence of the video features Jay Z as a passenger in a car speeding along Mission Road in Los Angeles, where he encounters Beyoncé, standing in the middle of the road, at the Fourth Street bridge. Beyoncé performs in various dance sequences, beginning with her wearing a white tank top, denim blue shorts, and red high-heels. She performs an elaborate solo dance on a riser. The scene shifts to a gold set with a mock photo shoot, before moving into a scene with dancers detailing Beyoncé and dancing against a wall while wearing caps and full length pants. Jay Z appears and ignites a line of petrol leading to a car parked under the bridge, which explodes in flames. Jay Z performs his rap in front of the burning car, and Beyoncé dances beside him, wearing an exotic silk print over a fur coat, before kicking the valve off a fire hydrant. She continues to dance while the water is flying everywhere. The video ends with Beyoncé and her dancers wearing vibrant Versace[image: External link] dresses in front of a large fan. Their outfits contrast with the neutral colors of the background, the video. Carmit Bachar[image: External link], a former Pussycat Dolls[image: External link] singer, is one of the dancers.
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 Reception




The music video was acclaimed by critics and won several awards. Cynthia Fuchs, writing for PopMatters commented that the photo shoot scene uses the routine used by Jennifer Lopez[image: External link] in the video for "Jenny from the Block[image: External link]" (2002) with hot lights, scary makeup, and inclusion of many shots of legs.[22] She wrote that: "Beyoncé's body becomes its undeniable emblem. Tom Moon of The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link] wrote that Beyoncé shakes every inch of her famously photogenic goddess frame."[22] The music video won three awards at the 2003 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] in the categories of Best Female Video[image: External link], Best R&B Video[image: External link], and Best Choreography[image: External link]. It however lost to Good Charlotte[image: External link]'s "Lifestyles of the Rich & Famous[image: External link]" in the Viewer's Choice[image: External link] category.[105] Director Nava also won a Music Video Production Association award for the Best R&B Video in 2004.[106][107] During the same year, the video won the Best Collaboration award at the 2004 MTV Video Music Awards Japan[image: External link], where it was also nominated for the Best Female Video award.[108] "Crazy in Love" was nominated at the 36th NAACP Image Awards[image: External link] for the Outstanding Music Video[image: External link] award.[60] It won the Best International Video award at the 2004 MuchMusic Video Awards[image: External link].[109] In 2014, The Guardian writer Michael Cragg included the clip for "Crazy in Love" in his list of the ten best music videos by Beyoncé. He offered high praise for it, saying "Aware of how much of a statement the song was, the video is a checklist of icon-making visuals, from the locations... the dance moves... to the part where she makes bubble blowing look like the sexiest thing a human could do."[110]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Live performances




Beyoncé first performed "Crazy in Love" with Jay Z on August 28, 2003, during the 2003 MTV Video Music Awards.[111] She sang the song in a medley[image: External link], with the pre-recorded vocals of Sean Paul[image: External link] on "Baby Boy" (2003).[112] "Crazy in Love" was included on the set list for most of Beyoncé’s concert tours. The song was the closing track of her Dangerously in Love World Tour that began in late 2003.[113] Beyoncé performed "Crazy in Love" live at the 2004 BRIT Awards[image: External link] February 17, 2004. Monique Jessen And Todd Peterson wrote that she, "...lit up the stage with her performance of "Crazy in Love", wearing a white Roberto Cavalli dress and nearly half a million dollars worth of diamonds. The pop diva, appearing onstage in a puff of smoke, stopped midway through the song to pull up her top before walking away with the best international female solo artist award."[114] Beyoncé and Jay Z also performed "Crazy in Love" at The Prince's Trust[image: External link] Urban Music Festival at Earls Court[image: External link] in London on May 31, 2004.[115]

"Crazy in Love" was the first song on Beyoncé’s set list on The Beyoncé Experience in Los Angeles and the I Am... Tour[image: External link] at several venues, including the Odyssey Arena[image: External link] in Belfast, the O2 Arena[image: External link] in London, and in Athens[image: External link] and Sydney[image: External link].[116] On August 5, 2007, Beyoncé performed the song at Madison Square Garden[image: External link] in New York City.[117][118] Beyoncé emerged in a sparkling silver dress with a long train. She walked to the front of the stage, did a couple of snaps of her neck and then started singing "Crazy in Love". She climbed a staircase where her all-female band and three backup singers were positioned.[117] The staircase moved forward in two places; top part moved while the bottom poked out more.[117] At the top of her staircase, she removed her train and returned to the main stage. Her backup singers followed and danced with Beyoncé.[117] After "Crazy in Love", Beyoncé performed a short rendition of Gnarls Barkley[image: External link]'s " Crazy[image: External link]" (2006), singing, "Who do you, who do you think you are? / Ha, ha, ha, bless your soul."[117]

Shaheem Reid of MTV News wrote: "There are few (very few) ladies out there who can really sing, a lot who can dance, a lot more who look good — but really no other who can combine all three and add iconic star power like Miss Beyoncé, arguably the best all-around stage performer in the game right now."[117] Jon Pareles of The New York Times wrote: "Beyoncé needs no distractions from her singing, which can be airy or brassy, tearful or vicious, rapid-fire with staccato syllables or sustained in curlicued melismas. But she was in constant motion, strutting in costumes (most of them silvery), from miniskirts to formal dresses, flesh-toned bodysuit to bikini to negligee."[118] Frank Scheck of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] wrote: "Her performance of 'Crazy in Love' featured some surprising arrangements that gave the material freshness".[119] Performances of "Crazy in Love" were included on her live albums The Beyoncé Experience Live (2007),[120] and the deluxe edition of I Am... World Tour[image: External link] (2010).[121] Beyoncé performed "Crazy in Love" wearing a pink fringe dress at a concert at Palais Nikaïa in Nice, France, on June 20, 2011, in support of her album 4,[122] and at the 2011 Glastonbury Festival on June 26, 2011 to an audience of 175,000.[123]

In August 2011, Beyoncé performed "Crazy in Love" during her revue show 4 Intimate Nights with Beyoncé.[124] She performed a slowed-down, jazzier version of the song and danced with a similar routine to the one in the music video.[125][126][127] During the ITV[image: External link] special A Night With Beyoncé which aired on December 4 in the United Kingdom, Beyoncé performed "Crazy in Love" to a selected crowd of fans.[128] In May 2012, she performed the song during her Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live revue[image: External link] in Atlantic City, New Jersey[image: External link], United States' entertainment[image: External link] resort[image: External link], hotel[image: External link], casino[image: External link] and spa[image: External link], Revel.[129][130] During the performance, Jay-Z did not appear on stage but his pre-recorded voice was heard. Dan DeLuca of noted that the song was one of the "beat-savvy booty-shaking workouts" performed during the revue.[131] Jim Farber of New York Daily News wrote that "The first, and last parts of the show stressed the steeliest Beyoncé, told in bold songs" like "Crazy in Love".[132] A writer of Black Entertainment Television noted that, "She dazzled fans with an assortment of high-energy performances of her upbeat hits like... 'Crazy in Love.'"[133] Beyoncé also performed the song at the Super Bowl XLVII halftime show held on February 3, 2013.[134] In July 2013, while placing Beyoncé at number 33 on their list of 50 Best Live Musicians, the writers of Rolling Stone magazine noted that the performance of "Crazy in Love" was a highlight during her live shows with the singer "expertly poppin' her booty".[135]
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 Cultural impact
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 Cover versions




Several artists have recorded cover versions of "Crazy in Love". In 2003, Irish singer-songwriter Mickey Joe Harte[image: External link] recorded an acoustic[image: External link] rendition of "Crazy In Love" for the charity album Even Better Than the Real Thing Vol. 1[image: External link]. Alternative rock band Snow Patrol[image: External link] recorded the song during a BBC[image: External link] session with Zane Lowe[image: External link]. Snow Patrol's version was released as a B-side to the single "Spitting Games[image: External link]",[136] on the compilation Cosmosonica - Tom Middleton Presents Crazy Covers Vol. 1[137] and Snow Patrol's compilation album Up to Now[image: External link].[138] Ross Langager of PopMatters noted that their cover "sparks an initial chuckle of recognition but soon after becomes more than a bit unfortunate".[138] David Byrne[image: External link] closed his concert at the Hollywood Bowl[image: External link] on June 27, 2005 with a samba[image: External link]-tinged version of "Crazy in Love".[139] In 2007, American alternative rock band Switchfoot[image: External link] produced a rock version that was released as part of Yahoo!'s CoverArt series. Switchfoot produced a video for their cover version.[140] Nashville[image: External link]-based indie quintet Wild Cub[image: External link] performed a version of the song in June 2014 for The A.V. Club[image: External link]'s A.V. Undercover series.[141]

British band The Magic Numbers[image: External link] performed "Crazy in Love" on the Australian radio station Triple J[image: External link], and recorded it for the 2007 Starbucks[image: External link] (Hear Music[image: External link]) compilation album, Sounds Eclectic: The Covers Project[image: External link].[142] Tracy Bonham[image: External link] covered the song with guitar and violin accompaniment, for her 2007 album In The City + In The Woods.[143] British close harmony[image: External link] trio The Puppini Sisters[image: External link] covered "Crazy in Love" for their 2007 album The Rise and Fall of Ruby Woo[image: External link]; this was remixed by the electronica jazz outfit The Real Tuesday Weld.[144] Indie artist Dsico recorded an electronic[image: External link] cover of the song. In 2009, Pattern Is Movement[image: External link] recorded a cover of "Crazy in Love", which they claimed was inspired by Anohni[image: External link]'s version; this cover was included on their September 4, 2009 Daytrotter[image: External link] session.[145] Antony and the Johnsons[image: External link] released an orchestral version of the song as the b-side to their 2009 single "Aeon".[146][147] Indie singer-songwriter The EDEN Project[image: External link] made a cover version of 'Crazy in Love' for his last EP under the EDEN Project alias.

German group The Baseballs[image: External link] covered the song in rockabilly[image: External link] style for their debut album Strike! Back in August 2010.[148] "Crazy in Love" was performed live on Australian Idol[image: External link] in Season 1 by winner Guy Sebastian[image: External link] on the Final 2 showdown in 2003,[149] A jazz version was performed on Season 4 by runner-up Jessica Mauboy[image: External link] on the Final 6 Big Band show in 2006.[150] In June 2008, Mauboy performed "Crazy in Love" on Indonesian Idol[image: External link] with some eliminated contestants.[151] Singapore Idol[image: External link] contestant Maia Lee[image: External link] performed "Crazy in Love" on that program. In March 2012, Swing Republic released their electro swing[image: External link] cover version which also ended up featuring on their album released the same year entitled Midnight Calling. In June 2012, Robin Thicke[image: External link] and Olivia Chisholm covered the song during the show Duets[image: External link].[152] Kate Kroll of Rolling Stone gave a negative review for Chisholm's performance, saying that "Her voice sounded thin, and she just can't seem to shake that Stepford Wife stare."[153] Emeli Sandé[image: External link] and The Bryan Ferry Orchestra[image: External link] recorded a cover of the song which was included on The Great Gatsby soundtrack (2013).[154] Upon hearing a preview of the song, Randall Roberts of the Los Angeles Times commented that the cover was the best song on the album sang with a "surprising, simmering urgency".[155] Kyle Anderson of Entertainment Weekly also wrote that the swing[image: External link] cover of "Crazy in Love" was one of the highlights on the album.[156] On October 21, 2013, Third Degree[image: External link] covered "Crazy in Love" on the fifth season[image: External link] of The X Factor Australia[image: External link], and on May 4, 2014, C Major covered the song on the third series[image: External link] of The Voice Australia[image: External link].[157][158] In 2015, Monica Michael covered the song on The X Factor UK[image: External link]. Filipina actress Denise Laurel[image: External link] covered the song while impersonating Beyonce, based on her performance at the Super Bowl XLVII halftime show in Your Face Sounds Familiar (Philippines season 2)[image: External link], in which Laurel won the season.
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 Usage in media




In 2002, Beyoncé signed a contract with Pepsi[image: External link], and appeared on several of its advertising campaigns, one of which featured "Crazy in Love" as background music.[159] After winning the Best Collaboration Awards for "Crazy in Love" at the 2004 BET Awards, Beyoncé dedicated the award to the show's host, comedian Mo'Nique[image: External link], who parodied the choreography from the "Crazy in Love" video with six equally voluptuous female dancers.[160] "Crazy in Love" was included on the official soundtrack albums of the following films: Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason[image: External link] (2004),[161] White Chicks[image: External link] (2004), Taxi[image: External link] (2004), Good Luck Chuck[image: External link] (2007),[162] Gayby[image: External link] (2012), and Love, Rosie[image: External link] (2014),[163] as well in the tenth season of Brazilian soap opera[image: External link] Malhação[image: External link].[164] In 2009, the cast of Glee[image: External link] performed a mash up[image: External link] of the songs " Hair[image: External link]" from the musical Hair[image: External link] and "Crazy in Love" in season one[image: External link], episode eleven " Hairography[image: External link]".[165] A parody of the song is also used in the Disney Channel[image: External link]'s show That's So Raven[image: External link], in the episode "Hizzouse Party". It was featured on the video game Karaoke Revolution Party.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2014 Remix version




"Crazy in Love" was re-recorded by Beyoncé for the film Fifty Shades of Grey[image: External link] (2015) and used for its trailer which was released on July 24, 2014.[166] This slowed-down version was produced by Boots[image: External link] with violin arrangements by Margot, both of whom worked on Beyoncé's fifth studio album. Margot said, "It inspires me to work on other artists' songs [because] it pushes my boundaries in a direction that I wouldn’t necessarily come up with. Obviously I know how 'Crazy in Love' goes, but I knew there was the possibility her vocals would be different. It's almost more vulnerable and beautiful this way, because you do do crazy things when you fall in love. To hear the mood reversed and flipped makes it even more powerful."[167]

The track was then released on September 4, 2015, through iTunes[image: External link].[168] The single cover is a black and white[image: External link] version of the original single cover. The song was performed for the first time during the 2015 Budweiser Made in America Festival[image: External link] on September 5, 2015. The remix version was included on the setlist of The Formation World Tour, alongside with the original version.
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 Track listing






	Digital download



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Crazy in Love (Remix)"
	3:46
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 Formats and track listings







	

	
UK and US Digital Download[26][27]





	"Crazy in Love" – 3:56




	
Canada and European "Krazy in Luv" Digital EP[36][43]





	"Crazy in Love" – 3:56

	"Krazy in Luv" (Adam 12 So Crazy Remix) – 4:29

	"Krazy in Luv" (Rockwilder Remix) – 4:12




	
German "Krazy in Luv" Digital EP[31]





	"Crazy in Love" – 3:56

	"Summertime" – 3:52

	"Krazy in Luv" (Maurice's Nu Soul Remix) – 6:29




	
European CD single[29][30]





	"Crazy in Love" – 3:56

	"Crazy in Love" (Without Rap) – 3:43




	

	
Australia and German Maxi-CD single[2][32]





	"Crazy in Love" (Single Version) – 4:10

	"Summertime" feat. P. Diddy[image: External link] – 3:53

	"Krazy in Luv" (Maurice's Nu Soul Remix) - 6:27

	"Krazy in Luv" (Rockwilder Remix) – 4:12

	"Crazy in Love" (Enhanced Music Video)




	
UK single CD Single[34]





	"Crazy in Love" – 3:56

	"Krazy in Luv" (Adam 12 So Crazy Remix) – 4:29

	"Krazy in Luv" (Rockwilder Remix) – 4:13
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 Credits





	Recording and management




	Recorded at Sony Music Studios[image: External link] (New York City[image: External link], New York[image: External link])

	Mixed at The Hit Factory[image: External link] (New York City, New York)

	Additional vocals recorded at The Hit Factory (New York City, New York)

	Contains samples of the composition "Are You My Woman (Tell Me So)[image: External link]", written by Eugene Record[image: External link], published by Unichappell Music Inc. (BMI) and performed by The Chi-Lites[image: External link] (courtesy of Brunswick Records[image: External link])

	
Jay-Z[image: External link] appears courtesy of Roc-A-Fella Records[image: External link] and Def Jam Recordings


	Published by Beyoncé Publishing (ASCAP), Hitco South South (ASCAP) — all rights administered by Music of Windswept (ASCAP) —, EMI Blackwood Music Inc. OBO Itself ( BMI[image: External link]), Dam Rich Music (BMI), EMI April Music Inc. OBO Itself (BMI), Carter Boyd Publishing (ASCAP) and Unichappell Music Inc. (BMI)




	Personnel






	

	
Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]: lead vocals[image: External link], background vocals[image: External link], production

	
Rich Harrison[image: External link]: production, instrumentation[image: External link]


	Pat Thrall: recording

	Tony Maserati: mixing

	Jim Caruana: engineer




	

	Pat Woodward: assistant mix engineer

	Luz Vasquez: assistant mix engineer

	
Jay-Z[image: External link]: writing

	Maurice Joshua: remixing
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 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2003-2015)
	Peak

position



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[169]

	2



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[170]

	6



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[171]

	5



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[172]

	10



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[173]

	2



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[174]

	5



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[175]

	12



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[176]

	21



	France Radio Chart ( SNEP[image: External link])[177]

	3



	Germany (Media Control AG[image: External link])[178]

	6



	Hungary (Dance Top 40[image: External link])[179]

	2



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[180]

	3



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[181]

	1



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[182]

	5



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[183]

	2



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ[image: External link])[184]

	2



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[185]

	5



	Poland (Polish Airplay Charts[image: External link])[186]

	9



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[187]

	1



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[188]

	2



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[189]

	4



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[190]

	3



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[191]

	1



	US Billboard Hot 100[192]

	1



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs (Billboard)[193]

	1



	US Mainstream Top 40 (Billboard)[194]

	1



	US Dance Club Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[195]

	1



	US Rhythmic Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[196]

	1



	US Adult Pop Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[197]

	29
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2003)
	Position



	Australian Singles Chart[198]

	28



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[198]

	14



	Austria Top 75 Singles[199]

	50



	Belgian Singles Chart (Flanders)[200]

	20



	Belgian Singles Chart (Wallonia)[201]

	40



	Dutch Singles Chart (Top 40)[202]

	15



	Dutch Singles Chart (Top 100)[203]

	28



	French Singles Chart[204]

	86



	German Singles Chart[205]

	37



	Irish Singles Chart[206]

	12



	Italian Singles Chart[207]

	26



	
New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link][208]

	24



	Swedish Singles Chart[209]

	33



	Swiss Singles Chart[210]

	11



	UK Singles Chart[211]

	15



	US Billboard Hot 100[212]

	4



	US Hot R&B/Hip Hop Songs[213]

	14



	US Pop Songs[214]

	9



	US Hot Dance Club Play Songs[215]

	38



	US Rhythmic Songs[216]

	11



	Chart (2013)
	Position



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Flanders)[217]

	92



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Wallonia)[218]

	61



	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Wallonia)[219]

	88



	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Flanders)[220]

	78
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 Decade-end charts






	Chart (2000–09)
	Position



	US Billboard Hot 100[221]

	40
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 All-time charts






	Chart
	Position



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade)[222]

	845












[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[223]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[224]

	Gold
	45,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[225]

	Gold
	25,000



	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[226]

	Gold
	100,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[102]

	Gold
	5,000*




	Norway (IFPI Norway)[227]

	Gold
	5,000*




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[228]

	Platinum
	748,000[229]




	United States (RIAA)[231]

	Gold
	2,300,000^




	Mastertone/Ringtone



	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[232]

	2× Platinum
	500,000^




	United States (RIAA)[233]

	Gold
	500,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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	List of best-selling singles

	List of European number-one hits of 2003[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 2003 (Ireland)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles from the 2000s (UK)[image: External link]

	List of Hot 100 number-one singles of 2003 (U.S.)[image: External link]

	List of number-one dance singles of 2003 (U.S.)[image: External link]

	List of number-one R&B singles of 2003 (U.S.)[image: External link]

	List of artists who have achieved simultaneous UK and US number-one hits[image: External link]
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Baby Boy (Beyoncé song)





"Baby Boy" is a song by American singer-songwriter Beyoncé from her debut solo studio album, Dangerously in Love (2003). It features Jamaican singer Sean Paul[image: External link] and is also on his Grammy Award-winning album Dutty Rock[image: External link], which was re-released in 2003. The artists co-wrote the song with Jay-Z[image: External link], Robert Waller, and Scott Storch[image: External link]; the latter is also the producer. Containing a lyrical interpolation of "No Fear" by hip hop group O.G.C[image: External link], "Baby Boy" is an R&B and dancehall[image: External link] song with reggae[image: External link] and Arabic music[image: External link] influences; its lyrics detail a woman's fantasies.

Columbia Records released "Baby Boy" as the second single from Dangerously in Love to United States radios on August 3, 2003. "Baby Boy" topped the US Billboard Hot 100 chart for nine consecutive weeks, and was Beyoncé's longest-running solo number-one single until 2007. It reached the top ten in many countries, and was certified platinum in Australia and the US.

The song's music video was directed by Jake Nava[image: External link] and mostly shows Beyoncé dancing in various locations. "Baby Boy" has remained a staple of Beyoncé's concert set list[image: External link]. The American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP) recognized it as one of the most performed songs of 2005. During the same year, US singer-songwriter Jennifer Armour filed a copyright infringement[image: External link] lawsuit claiming that the song had used the primary musical hook[image: External link] from her song "Got a Little Bit of Love for You". The suit was dismissed.
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 Background and writing




In 2002, Beyoncé went to Miami[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], in the United States, to work with American record producer Scott Storch[image: External link] for her debut solo album, Dangerously in Love.[1] She and Storch wrote "Baby Boy", with contributions from American songwriter Robert Waller and Beyoncé's then-boyfriend, hip hop artist Jay Z.[1] The song also contains a lyrical interpolation of "No Fear" by hip hop group O.G.C.[image: External link] used towards the ending of the song: "We steppin' in hotter this year".[2]

Once the track was supposedly done, Beyoncé had the idea that it would be "perfect" if Jamaican[image: External link] reggae[image: External link] artist Sean Paul[image: External link] contributed a vocal track.[2] Beyoncé contacted Paul about a possible collaboration for "Baby Boy".[3][4] Sean Paul agreed, and flew in from Jamaica to join the recording sessions of the song.[2] He contributed a toast[image: External link] verse, and they finished recording "Baby Boy" in March 2003, during the later stages of the album's recording.[3]
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 Music and theme




"Baby Boy" is a midtempo[image: External link] contemporary R&B and dancehall[image: External link] song[5][6] with reggae[image: External link], house[image: External link] and Arabian music[image: External link] influences.[7][8][9] It was composed using common time[image: External link] in the key[image: External link] of C minor[image: External link], and set in moderate groove[image: External link] of 92 beats per minute[image: External link].[5] Storch's knowledge on Indian[image: External link] and Middle Eastern music[image: External link] contributes to its Eastern[image: External link] influences.[10] Neil Drumming[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly noted that "'Baby Boy' goes full-tilt Bollywood[image: External link] 'n da hood, with Sean Paul ripping a pulsing tabla[image: External link] raga[image: External link]".[11] Beyoncé's vocals are accompanied by clicky and castanet[image: External link]-sounding beats,[12] synthesized[image: External link] handclaps[image: External link] and slaps[image: External link].[13] According to Roger Friedman of Fox News Channel, "Baby Boy" is based on the 1995 reggae song "Here Comes the Hotstepper[image: External link]", performed by Jamaican singer Ini Kamoze[image: External link].[14]

"Baby Boy" is considered to be a sequel in ways to "'03 Bonnie & Clyde"; a 2002 Jay-Z song featuring Beyoncé.[3] The lyrics detail a woman's fantasies, and in keeping with the album's overall theme, Beyoncé's deemed them as personal to her.[4] Paul remarked, "She's telling me about her fantasies and picturing me and her going here and there, all over the world ... I'm answering back, like, 'I'm wit it'."[3] The lyrics are constructed in the toast–chorus–verse form; Sean Paul performs the toasting while Beyoncé sings all other verses[image: External link] and choruses[image: External link]. The pattern is repeated twice; a further chorus and verse follow, resolving at the toasting and final verse.[2]
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 Release and reception




"Baby Boy" was released as the second single from the debut studio album, Dangerously in Love. It was added to United States contemporary hit radios[image: External link] and rhythmic contemporary radios[image: External link] playlists on August 3, 2003.[15][16] The song was released in maxi single[image: External link] in Canada on October 7, 2003,[17] and as a CD single[image: External link] in Germany[18] and in the US on October 13, and October 14, 2003 respectively.[19] "Baby Boy" was included in the revamped version of Paul's second album, Dutty Rock[image: External link] (2003).[20]

Rolling Stone magazine reviewer Anthony DeCurtis wrote that Beyoncé sounded as if she was "having fun" on the song,[21] while Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] of the online music guide service AllMusic described Beyoncé's vocals as "assured and sexy".[22] Mark Anthony Neal[image: External link] of the international webzine[image: External link] PopMatters[image: External link], regarded "Baby Boy" as one of the "high-profile collaborations" on Dangerously in Love.[23] Lisa Verrico of the daily British newspaper The Times described the song a " Latino[image: External link]-tinged collaboration ... Paul does a reggae rap in the middle, but it's when he chats while Beyoncé half raps that the pair have real chemistry".[12] Yancey Strickler of the Flak[image: External link] magazine wrote that "'Baby Boy''s diwali[image: External link] stutter is enhanced by Sean Paul's dancehall monotone".[24]

James Anthony of the British newspaper The Guardian commented that the track "bridges the gap between the genres of R&B and dancehall".[25] Los Angeles Times[image: External link] writer Natalie Nichols wrote that "the ... house-spiced 'Baby Boy' successfully meld[s] [Beyoncé's] breathy cooing with hip, interesting production."[6] British record label EMI[image: External link] was honored by the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) during the 2005 Pop Music Awards as Publisher of the Year for publishing "Baby Boy", among other songs.[26] Scott Storch earned Songwriter of the Year at the same event.[26]
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 Chart performance




"Baby Boy" attained a positioning on the commercial charts before its physical release[image: External link] in the US. The track led to a higher Billboard 200 chart placing for Dangerously in Love, and helped the album to attain multi-platinum certification in the US.[27] The single debuted on the Billboard Hot 100, the official singles chart of America, at number fifty-seven, while "Crazy in Love" was still in the top spot.[28] "Baby Boy" dominated the US airplays, and ultimately reaching the top of the Hot 100.[29][30][31] It reached the chart's top spot eight weeks after its debut, and stayed there for nine consecutive weeks.[31][32] The single stayed number one for a week longer than "Crazy in Love" had, becoming Beyoncé's longest-charting number-one single. The feat was not broken until Beyoncé's 2006 single "Irreplaceable", from her second album B'Day (2006), which spent ten weeks at the top spot in late 2006 to early 2007 due to heavy radio play.[33] "Baby Boy" stayed on the Hot 100 for twenty-nine weeks,[34] and was certified platinum on June 6, 2006, by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).[35] "Baby Boy" achieved success on Billboard crossover[image: External link] and mainstream radio charts, appearing on the Top 40 Tracks[image: External link], Rhythmic Top 40[image: External link] and Top 40 Mainstream, as well as on the Hot 100 Airplay[image: External link], Hot Dance Airplay[image: External link] and Hot Dance Music/Club Play[image: External link].[36][37][38][30] As at October 6, 2010, "Baby Boy" had sold 6,000 physical units in the US.[39]

Internationally, "Baby Boy" performed just as well, peaking inside the top ten on most charts. The single debuted at number two in the United Kingdom, becoming the chart's highest debut and "Baby Boy"'s highest entry internationally.[40] Though it spent eleven weeks on the chart, it failed to top it (being held off by "Where Is the Love?[image: External link]" by The Black Eyed Peas).[40] In most European countries, the single entered the top ten. In Australia and New Zealand, "Baby Boy" peaked at number three and two, respectively.[41][42] It was certified platinum by the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] for shipment in excess of 70,000 units.[43]
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 Music video




The music video[image: External link] for "Baby Boy" was filmed by English director Jake Nava[image: External link], who also shot Beyoncé's "Crazy in Love" video. It was recorded in Miami, Florida[image: External link] on August 7–8, 2003. Parts of the video were captured in a house with different style rooms: one in a Japanese style and one in an old English style.[44]

Scenes featuring Beyoncé and Paul are shown separately. The video begins with Paul sitting on a throne while toasting[image: External link]; Beyoncé is leaning against a wall and dancing. In the following scene, Beyoncé is seen on a bed tossing herself. Paul is shown with several women who are lying on the floor caressing each other. Beyoncé walks towards the beach; she spots a man, and the two touch and flirt. As the second verse of the begins, Beyoncé is at a party. At the party Beyoncé decides to dance with the same man that she interacted with earlier. Then, water floods the floor of the party as she sings "the dance floor becomes the sea". As the second chorus of the song begins, the video is cut with scenes of Beyoncé and four back-up dancers dancing on a platform in the sand on the beach. The original track is interrupted towards the end with an Arabic[image: External link] instrumental, designed for the music video. This section showcases Beyoncé vigorously dancing on the sand.

Sal Cinquemani of the online publication Slant Magazine, described the video as a "baby-oil-logged follow-up" to "Crazy in Love"'s "bootylicous video".[45] In 2013, John Boone and Jennifer Cady of E! Online[image: External link] placed the video at number nine on their list of Beyoncé's ten best music videos, praising the extended belly-dancing breakdown.[46] "Baby Boy" premiered on MTV's program Total Request Live[image: External link] on August 25, 2003 at number ten and reached the top spot.[47][48] It stayed on the show for forty-one days, the same chart run "Me, Myself and I" earned.[47]
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 Live performances




Beyoncé first performed "Baby Boy" live at the 2003 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link];[49] she sang it in a medley[image: External link] with the pre-recorded vocals of Paul.[50] Beyoncé later sang "Baby Boy" with Paul at the 2003 MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link].[51] "Baby Boy" has been included on the set list[image: External link] for most of Beyoncé's concert tours. It served as opening song of her Dangerously in Love World Tour that began in late 2003. During her performance of the song on the tour, she was initially suspended from the ceiling of the arena that was gradually lowered to a red lounger—a prop she also used during the 2003 MTV VMAs.[52] The footage taken in London[image: External link]'s Wembley Arena[image: External link] in the UK was included on the Live at Wembley[image: External link] concert DVD. Beyoncé also performed "Baby Boy" with her former group Destiny's Child's farewell tour Destiny Fulfilled ... And Lovin' It[image: External link], and it was included on the Destiny's Child: Live in Atlanta concert DVD.[53]

"Baby Boy" was a part of Beyoncé's set list on The Beyoncé Experience in Los Angeles and I Am... World Tour[image: External link].[54] On August 5, 2007, Beyoncé performed the song at the Madison Square Garden[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link];[55][56] wearing a belly-dancer-type outfit, she descended the staircase holding an umbrella and was met by three guys wearing fatigues.[56] A short section of the reggae classic "Murder She Wrote" was incorporated into "Baby Boy".[56] Jon Pareles of The New York Times praised the performance, writing that Beyoncé "needs no distractions from her singing, which can be airy or brassy, tearful or vicious, rapid-fire with staccato syllables or sustained in curlicued melismas. But she was in constant motion, strutting in costumes".[55] She performed in a similar arrangement at the Los Angeles' Staples Center[image: External link] on September 2, 2007. She was dressed in a belly dancing outfit, and the performance was executed with several male backup dancers and live instrumentation.[57] Beyoncé re-produced the dance she executed in the song's music video.[53] When Beyoncé performed "Baby Boy" in Sunrise, Florida[image: External link] on June 29, 2009, she was wearing a glittery gold leotard. When her performance began, she was suspended in the air, and then lowered to the B-Stage[image: External link] to where she sang "Baby Boy" with an excerpt from Dawn Penn[image: External link]'s "You Don't Love Me (No, No, No)[image: External link]". Animated graphics of turntables, faders and other club equipment were projected behind the dancers and musicians.[58] Beyoncé was accompanied by two drummers, two keyboardists, a percussionist, a horn section, three imposing backup vocalists called the Mamas and a lead guitarist, Bibi McGill.[59] "Baby Boy" was included on her live albums The Beyoncé Experience Live (2007),[60] and the deluxe edition of I Am... World Tour[image: External link] (2010).[61] At the 2005 ASCAP Pop Music Awards, "Baby Boy" along with Beyoncé's two other songs – "Me, Myself and I" and "Naughty Girl" – were recognized as three of the most performed songs of 2004.[62]

"Baby Boy" was performed by Beyoncé in a pink fringe dress at a concert at Palais Nikaïa in Nice, France, on June 20, 2011,[63] and at the Glastonbury Festival on June 26, 2011, where she brought out British trip hop[image: External link] singer Tricky[image: External link] to guest on the song.[64] In May, 2012, Beyoncé performed the song during her Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live revue[image: External link] in Atlantic City, New Jersey[image: External link], United States' entertainment[image: External link] resort[image: External link], hotel[image: External link], casino[image: External link] and spa[image: External link], Revel.[65][66][67] Jim Farber of the Daily News wrote, "The first, and last parts of the show stressed the steeliest Beyoncé, told in bold songs... [like] dancehall-inflected 'Baby Boy.'"[68] On February 3, 2013, Beyoncé performed the song during the Super Bowl XLVII halftime show.[69]
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 Copyright infringement lawsuit




In 2005, US singer-songwriter Jennifer Armour filed a copyright infringement[image: External link] lawsuit, claiming that Beyoncé had used some lyrics and the musical hook[image: External link] from her song "Got a Little Bit of Love for You".[70][71][72] In 2003, Armour's former label manager had submitted a demo[image: External link] recordings to record labels[image: External link], including Beyoncé's Columbia Records and Sean Paul's Atlantic Records[image: External link].[73][74] According to the district court, an Expert witness (Chair, Dept. of Music Theory & Composition, Shepherd School of Music, Rice University) determined the songs to be "substantially similar[image: External link]" (a requirement for an infringement finding). With regard to the musical hook, the Expert stated in his report, "When the aural comparisons of the two songs are presented in the key of C Minor (for easy comparison) and presented back-to-back, in A–B–A–B fashion, even the least musically inclined listener should immediately determine that the two songs are strikingly similar; I daresay that many listeners may even perceive them as being the same song! And again, transposing a song for this purpose does not alter any fundamental qualities or characteristics of the song but merely assists the ability of those unfamiliar with the technicalities of music in making a comparison." The district court judge nonetheless ruled that she, herself, could not hear the similarities between the two songs and dismissed the case, denying the motion for the songs or case to be heard by a jury.[72]

On appeal, the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit[image: External link] affirmed the district court's ruling, but ruled with different reasoning. It held that there was no infringement based on Beyoncé's claim that Armour's demo tape was received shortly after the writing of Beyoncé's song had been substantially completed. However, the court did not address the issue of substantial similarity.[74][75]
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 Formats and track listing







	

	
12" Maxi single[41]





	"Baby Boy" (Album version) – 4:04

	"Baby Boy" (Junior Vasquez Club Anthem Remix) – 8:50

	"Baby Boy" (Maurice's Nu Soul Mix) – 6:14

	"Baby Boy" (Maurice's Nu Dub Baby!) – 6:30




	
German CD single[18]





	"Baby Boy" (Album Version) – 4:04

	"Baby Boy" (Junior's Padapella) – 3:58




	

	
European Maxi CD[76]





	"Baby Boy" (Album Version) – 4:04

	"Baby Boy" (Maurice's Nu Soul Mix) – 6:14

	"Baby Boy" (Junior's Padapella) – 3:58

	"Krazy In Luv" (Adam 12 So Crazy Remix) – 4:30
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 Charts and certifications
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2003–04)
	Peak

position



	
Australian ARIA Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	3



	
Austrian Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	18



	
Belgian Singles Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[41]

	11



	
Belgian Singles Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[76]

	7



	
Danish Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	6



	
Dutch Top 40[image: External link][41]

	8



	
European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link][77]

	3



	
French Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	8



	France Radio Chart ( SNEP[image: External link])[78]

	1



	
German Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	4



	Hungary (Dance Top 40[image: External link])[79]

	3



	
Irish Singles Chart[image: External link][80]

	6



	
Italian Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	12



	
New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link][42]

	2



	
Norwegian Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	10



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[81]

	9



	
Spanish Singles Chart[image: External link][82]

	8



	
Swedish Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	5



	
Swiss Singles Chart[image: External link][41]

	5



	
UK Singles Chart[image: External link][83]

	2



	US Billboard Hot 100[84]

	1



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs[84]

	1



	US Hot Dance Club Play[image: External link][85]

	2



	US Pop Songs[86]

	1



	US Rhythmic Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[87]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2003)
	Peak

position



	Australian Singles Chart[88]

	32



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[88]

	16



	Belgian Singles Chart (Flanders)[89]

	77



	Belgian Singles Chart (Wallonia)[90]

	83



	Dutch Top 40[91]

	74



	German Singles Chart[92]

	67



	Italian Singles Chart[93]

	42



	Swedish Singles Chart[94]

	54



	Swiss Singles Chart[95]

	29



	US Billboard Hot 100[96]

	12



	US Hot R&B/Hip Hop Songs[97]

	16



	US Pop Songs[98]

	14



	US Rhythmic Songs[99]

	13






	Chart (2004)
	Peak

position



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[100]

	35



	US Billboard Hot 100[101]

	69
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 Decade-end charts






	Chart (2000–09)
	Peak

position



	US Billboard Hot 100[102]

	38
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[103]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[104]

	Silver
	158,000[105]




	United States (RIAA)[106]

	Gold
	500,000^




	Ringtone



	United States (RIAA)[106]

	Platinum
	1,000,000^




	
^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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 Chart precession and succession






	Order of precedence



	Preceded by

" Frontin'[image: External link]" by Pharrell featuring Jay-Z[image: External link][107]

	
Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs number-one single[image: External link][108]

September 27 – October 25, 2003
	Succeeded by

"Stand Up[image: External link]" by Ludacris featuring Shawnna[image: External link][109]




	Preceded by

"Shake Ya Tailfeather[image: External link]" by Nelly[image: External link], P. Diddy[image: External link] and Murphy Lee[image: External link][110]

	
Billboard Hot 100 number-one single[image: External link][111]

October 4 – November 29, 2003



	Preceded by

"Just the Way You Are[image: External link]" by Milky[image: External link][112]

	
Billboard Hot Dance Airplay[image: External link] number-one single[image: External link][113]

November 15, 2003
	Succeeded by

"Something Happened on the Way to Heaven[image: External link]" by Deborah Cox[image: External link][114]
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B'Day (Beyoncé album)





B'Day is the second studio album[image: External link] by American singer Beyoncé. It was released to coincide with her twenty-fifth birthday on September 4, 2006, by Columbia Records in collaboration with Music World Music and Sony Urban Music[image: External link]. The record was originally planned as a 2004 follow-up to Beyoncé's debut studio album Dangerously in Love (2003), although it was delayed to accommodate the recording of Destiny's Child's final studio album Destiny Fulfilled (2004) and her starring role in the film Dreamgirls (2006). While on vacation after filming Dreamgirls, Beyoncé began contacting various producers; she rented Sony Music Studios[image: External link], and completed B'Day in three weeks. Most of the lyrical content of the album was inspired by Beyoncé's role in the film. The album's musical style ranges from 1970s–80s funk influences and balladry[image: External link] to urban contemporary[image: External link] elements such as hip hop and R&B. Live instrumentation[image: External link] was employed in recording most of the tracks as part of Beyoncé's vision of creating a record using live instruments.

Upon its release, B'Day received generally positive reviews from most music critics and has since earned Beyoncé several accolades, including the Grammy Award for Best Contemporary R&B Album at the 2007 Grammy Awards[image: External link]. The album debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200 chart, selling 541,000 copies in its first week, the second-highest debut-week sales for Beyoncé. The album has been certified triple platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America. It was also successful in international music markets and yielded six singles[image: External link], including three commercial hits: "Déjà Vu", "Irreplaceable" and "Beautiful Liar". B'Day Anthology Video Album, which features thirteen music videos[image: External link] to accompany the songs, was released alongside the deluxe edition of B'Day. Beyoncé then embarked on her second solo concert tour[image: External link] in 2007, which she titled The Beyoncé Experience. A live album, The Beyoncé Experience Live, was released which featured footage from the tour. As of June 2015, B'Day has sold 8 million copies worldwide.[2]
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 Background




In 2002, Beyoncé had productive studio sessions while making her debut album, Dangerously in Love, recording up to forty-five songs.[3] After the release of Dangerously in Love in 2003, Beyoncé had planned to produce a follow-up album using several of the left-over tracks.[3] However, on January 7, 2004, a spokesperson for her record label, Columbia, announced that Beyoncé had put her plans on hold in order to concentrate on the recording of Destiny Fulfilled, the final studio album[image: External link] by Destiny's Child, and to sing the US national anthem at the Super Bowl XXXVIII in Houston, which was a childhood dream of hers.[3][4] In late 2005, Beyoncé decided to postpone the recording of her second album because she had landed a lead role in Dreamgirls, a film adaptation of the 1981 Tony Award[image: External link]-winning Broadway musical of the same name.[5] As she wanted to focus on one project at a time, Beyoncé decided to wait until the movie was completed before returning to the recording studio.[6] Beyoncé later told Billboard magazine, "I'm not going to write for the album until I finish doing the movie."[7]

While having a month-long vacation after filming Dreamgirls, Beyoncé went to the studio to start working on the album. She said, "[When filming ended] I had so many things bottled up, so many emotions, so many ideas,"[6] prompting her to begin working without telling her father and then-manager, Mathew Knowles[image: External link].[8] Beyoncé kept the recording of B'Day somewhat quiet, telling only her artists and repertoire[image: External link] man Max Gousse, and the team of producers they contacted to collaborate for the album.[9] She began working with songwriter-producers Rich Harrison[image: External link], Rodney Jerkins, Sean Garrett[image: External link],[8][10] Cameron Wallace; the Neptunes[image: External link], Norwegian production duo Stargate[image: External link], American hip hop producer-rapper Swizz Beatz[image: External link], and Walter Millsap.[11] Two female songwriters were also included in the production team who helped structure the album: Beyoncé's cousin Angela Beyincé, who had previously collaborated in Dangerously in Love, and up-and-coming songwriter Makeba Riddick, who made her way onto the team after writing "Déjà Vu", the lead single off the album.[6]
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 Recording and production




Beyoncé rented the Sony Music Studios[image: External link] in New York City, and was influenced by her husband Jay-Z's method of collaborating with multiple record producers;[12] she used four recording studios simultaneously.[13] She booked Harrison, Jerkins and Garrett, each with a room to work in.[8] During the sessions, Beyoncé would move from studio to studio to check her producers' progress, later claiming this fostered "healthy competition" among producers.[8] When Beyoncé conceived a potential song, she would tell the group who would deliberate, and after three hours the song would be created.[6] While Beyoncé and the team brainstormed the lyrics, other collaborators such as the Neptunes, Jerkins and Swizz Beatz would simultaneously produce the tracks.[6] They would sometimes begin working at eleven o'clock, spending up to fourteen hours a day in the studios during the recording process.[6] Beyoncé arranged[image: External link], co-wrote and co-produced all the songs.[8] Makeba Riddick, in an interview with MTV News[image: External link], recounted her experience in the production:


[Beyoncé] had multiple producers in Sony Studios. She booked out the whole studio and she had the biggest and best producers in there. She would have us in one room, we would start collaborating with one producer, then she would go and start something else with another producer. We would bounce around to the different rooms and work with the different producers. It was definitely a factory type of process.[6]



B'Day, which is titled as a reference to Beyoncé's birthday,[14] was completed in three weeks, ahead of the originally scheduled six weeks.[15] Swizz Beatz co-produced four songs for the album, the most from a single producer in the team.[6] Beyoncé recorded three songs a day, finishing recording within two weeks.[9] Twenty-five songs were produced for the album; ten of the tracks were selected for the track list, and mastered in early July by Brian "Big Bass" Gardner in Los Angeles.[11][16]
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 Music and lyrics




Many of the themes and musical styles of the album were inspired by Beyoncé's role in Dreamgirls.[17] The plot of the film revolves around The Dreams, a fictional 1960s group of three female singers who attempt success in the mainstream music industry with the help of their manager, Curtis Taylor. Beyoncé portrays Deena Jones, the lead singer of the group and the wife of Taylor, and is emotionally abused by him. Because of her role, Beyoncé was inspired to produce an album with an overriding theme of feminism and female empowerment.[6] In the bonus track, "Encore for the Fans", Beyoncé says, "Because I was so inspired by Deena, I wrote songs that were saying all the things I wish she would have said in the film."[17]

B'Day was influenced by a variety of American genres,[18] and, like Beyoncé's previous album, incorporated urban contemporary[image: External link] elements including contemporary R&B and hip hop. Some songs have 1970s[image: External link] and 1980s[image: External link] styles, inspired through record sampling[image: External link]. "Suga Mama[image: External link]", which employs blues-guitar samples[19] from Jake Wade and the Soul Searchers[image: External link]' "Searching for Soul", contains a 1970s funk- and 1980s go-go[image: External link]-influenced melody.[20] "Upgrade U" is sampled from the 1968 Betty Wright[image: External link] song "Girls Can't Do What the Guys Do[image: External link]". "Resentment" used Curtis Mayfield[image: External link]'s 1972 "Think (Instrumental)", from the Super Fly[image: External link] soundtrack. "Déjà Vu" has 1970s influence,[21] "Green Light" is a classic groove[image: External link],[22] and "Get Me Bodied" features twang[image: External link], a musical style that originated from Texas.[23]

Beyoncé crafted most songs on B'Day through live instrumentation[image: External link] and diverse techniques. This is evident on "Déjà Vu", which utilizes bass guitar[image: External link], conga[image: External link], hi-hat[image: External link], horns[image: External link] and the 808 drum; it also features rap[image: External link] vocals by Jay-Z[image: External link].[22][24] In an interview with MTV, Beyoncé said, "When I recorded 'Déjà Vu' [...] I knew that even before I started working on my album, I wanted to add live instruments to all of my songs..."[25] The album's second single "Ring the Alarm" is noted for the use of a siren[image: External link] in its melody. It was called a song that "shows a harder edge to Beyoncé'ss sound".[8] "Freakum Dress[image: External link]" is a crescendo[image: External link] that uses a two- note[image: External link] riff[image: External link] and galloping beats.[26] The song "advises women who have partners with straying eyes to put on sexy dresses and grind on other guys in the club to regain their affections."[27] Meanwhile, the use of the "uh-huh huh huh" vocals and brassy stabs in the song "Green Light" is a direct echo to "Crazy in Love[image: External link]", according to Peter Robinson of The Guardian.[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Release and promotion




In collaboration with Sony Urban Music[image: External link] and Music World Music, B'Day was first released outside of North America through Columbia Records on September 4, 2006 to coincide with Beyoncé's 25th birthday.[7] The following day, it was released in North America.[6] Seven months after the release of the original version, an expanded double-disc deluxe edition of the album was released in the United States on April 3, 2007.[29] In addition to the original track listing, the deluxe edition features five new songs, including "Beautiful Liar", a duet with Colombian[image: External link] singer Shakira. The single made Billboard Hot 100 history when it moved ninety-one positions—from number ninety-four to number three—on April 7, 2007.[30] "Amor Gitano[image: External link]" ("Gypsy Love"), a Spanish-language flamenco[image: External link]-pop duet with Mexican singer Alejandro Fernández[image: External link] served as a soundtrack for Telemundo[image: External link]'s "El Zorro" telenovela,[31] was included in the deluxe edition, alongside Spanish re-recordings of "Listen" ("Oye"), "Irreplaceable" ("Irreemplazable") and "Beautiful Liar" ("Bello Embustero"). The idea of recording songs in a foreign language emanated from her experience when Destiny's Child collaborated with Alejandro Sanz for "Quisiera Ser" (2000). Beyoncé worked with producer Rudy Perez[image: External link] for these recordings in order to retain the same feeling of the English version of the song into the Spanish translation.[32][33] The Spanish language EP on the deluxe edition was later released independently under the title Irreemplazable.[34]

B'Day Anthology Video Album was released simultaneously with the deluxe edition; the anthology features thirteen videos including the director's cut of "Listen" and the extended mix of "Get Me Bodied". Most of the videos were accompaniments for the up-tempo tracks on B'Day;[32] which featured retro stylization, use of color and black hair styles, as Beyoncé thought it would create a resemblance between herself and the character she played in Dreamgirls, Deena Jones.[35] The shooting of the videos was completed in two weeks;[36] they were directed by Jake Nava[image: External link], Anthony Mandler[image: External link], Melina Matsoukas[image: External link], Cliff Watts, Ray Kay[image: External link], Sophie Muller[image: External link], Diane Martel[image: External link] and Beyoncé.[37] Initially the DVD was available exclusively in Wal-Mart[image: External link],[32] but was later released to other markets. The Spanish songs were not included on international releases of the deluxe edition, but instead feature the thirteen music videos from the anthology DVD.[38]
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 Singles




"Déjà Vu", featuring Jay-Z, was released on July 31, 2006, as the album's lead single.[39] "Green Light" was planned to be released as the second single for the international market, but the management opted for "Ring the Alarm" instead, which was released in the United States only. "Irreplaceable" was serviced to international markets as the second international and third overall single from B'Day.[40] "Ring the Alarm" was released on October 3, and became her highest-charting single debut, opening at number twelve on the Billboard Hot 100.[41] "Upgrade U[image: External link]", also featuring Jay-Z, was released as a promotional single[image: External link] in November 2006,[42] and reached number fifty-nine on the Hot 100.[43]

The album's third single "Irreplaceable" became the best-selling single in the US in 2007 and the 25th most successful song of the 2000s (decade), according to the Billboard Hot 100 Songs of the Decade.[44] "Irreplaceable" became the most successful single to be released from the album, received positive critical reception, and spent ten consecutive weeks atop the Billboard Hot 100. The single's music video features the debut performance of her all-female band, Suga Mama.[32] "Get Me Bodied" was released on July 10, 2007 as the fifth single.[45] "Get Me Bodied" peaked at number sixty-eight on the Hot 100.[46] The single's accompanying music video features sister Solange Knowles and former Destiny's Child band-mates Kelly Rowland and Michelle Williams in its 1960s-influenced instructional music video.[35] "Green Light" was released in the United Kingdom on July 30, 2007.[47] Along with the release of the single, the remix EP Green Light: Freemasons EP was released on July 27, 2007 as a digital download.[48]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Tour




Main article: The Beyoncé Experience


In mid-2006, Beyoncé looked for an all-female band for her 2007 tour, The Beyoncé Experience, to promote the album. She held an audition for keyboard[image: External link] players, bassists[image: External link], guitarists[image: External link], horn[image: External link] players, percussionists[image: External link] and drummers[image: External link] around the world.[49] Beyoncé named the band Suga Mama.[32] Although the band only consisted of women, both male and female backup dancers[image: External link] performed onstage.[50] As well as singing songs from B'Day, Beyoncé also performed songs from Dangerously in Love[51] and gave a medley[image: External link] of Destiny's Child songs.[52] She embarked on the tour in Japan on April 10, 2007[32] and concluded it in Tapei[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link] on November 12, 2007.[53] At the Los Angeles show Jay-Z and Destiny's Child bandmates Rowland and Williams made guest appearances. Footage from this show was filmed and released on November 20, 2007 as a live album titled The Beyoncé Experience Live.[53]
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 Critical reception




B'Day received generally positive reviews from music critics[image: External link]. At Metacritic, which assigns a weighted mean[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the album received an average[image: External link] score of 70, based on 23 reviews.[61] Jody Rosen, writing for Entertainment Weekly, commented that the album's songs "arrive in huge gusts of rhythm and emotion, with Beyoncé's voice rippling over clattery beats".[55] Jonah Weiner of Blender[image: External link] commented that "sweaty up-tempo numbers prove the best platform for Beyoncé's rapperly phrasing and pipe-flaunting fireballs".[54] Andy Kellman of Allmusic[image: External link] felt that, despite "no songs with the smooth elegance" of "Me, Myself and I" or "Be with You", the album is "lean in a beneficial way".[21] The Boston Globe's Sarah Rodman commented that the production team helped Beyoncé "focus on edgier, up-tempo tracks that take her sweet soprano to new places".[27] Caroline Sullivan of The Guardian felt that, "apart from a few pop-R&B space-fillers, there's not much to dislike about B'Day".[56] Robert Christgau[image: External link] from MSN Music[image: External link] said "on most of [the songs] she's wronged yet still in control because she's got so much money" and felt that Beyoncé "earns her props" if "opulence can signify liberation in this grotesquely materialistic time, as in hip-hop it can".[57]

In a mixed review, Jon Pareles[image: External link] of The New York Times found the album "tense, high-strung and obsessive", and said that it was neither "ingratiating or seductive".[62] Richard Cromelin of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] observed that Beyoncé "heads into a new, more challenging terrain", but "some of the experiments don't click".[63] Although he found the album "solid", Mike Joseph of PopMatters[image: External link] said that "aside from its relatively short running time, it sounds suspiciously under produced".[64] Brian Hiatt of Rolling Stone averred that "while the mostly up-tempo disc never lacks for energy, some of the more beat-driven tracks feel harmonically and melodically undercooked, with hooks that don't live up to 'Crazy in Love' or the best Destiny's Child hits".[19] Priya Elan of NME cited only "Freakum Dress" and "Ring the Alarm" as highlights and criticized that "too many tracks sound like updated versions of former glories", with no song on-par with "Crazy in Love".[58]
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 Accolades




In 2007, B'Day was nominated for five Grammy Awards at the 49th annual ceremony[image: External link], including Best Contemporary R&B Album, Best Female R&B Vocal Performance for "Ring the Alarm" and Best R&B Song and Best Rap/Sung Collaboration"for "Déjà Vu". The Freemasons[image: External link] club mix of "Déjà Vu" without the rap was put forward in the Best Remixed Recording, Non-Classical[image: External link] category. B'Day won the award for Best Contemporary R&B Album.[65] The following year[image: External link], B'Day received two Grammy nominations for Record of the Year for "Irreplaceable" and Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals for "Beautiful Liar" (with Shakira). The same year, she also received a Grammy nomination for her work on Dreamgirls.[66] In April 2013, Vibe magazine named B'Day the 41st best album since 1993, as well as the greatest party album of the last twenty years.[67]



	Organization
	Country
	Accolade
	Year
	Source



	Entertainment Weekly
	United States
	Entertainment Weekly's 100 Greatest Albums Ever (ranked 94)
	2013
	[68]



	Spin[image: External link]
	United States
	"The 300 Best Albums of the Past 30 Years (1985-2014)" (ranked 129)
	2015
	[69]



	Vibe
	United States
	"The Greatest 50 Albums Since ’93"
	2013
	[70]



	The Telegraph
	United Kingdom
	"120 Essential Pop Albums"
	2008
	[71]



	Allmusic
	United States
	Albums of the Year (ranked 3)
	2006
	[72]



	Q[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	Albums of the Year (ranked 72)
	2006
	[73]



	Village Voice[image: External link]
	United States
	Pazz + Jop 2006 (ranked 79)
	2007
	[74]
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 Commercial performance




Despite an average commercial performance of the album's first two singles, "Déjà Vu" and "Ring the Alarm", B'Day peaked at number one on the Billboard 200, the official albums chart in the United States, on September 23, 2006.[75] The album sold 541,000 units in its first week of release.[75] B'Day was Beyoncé's highest debut week album sales,[76] until it was surpassed by her self-titled fifth album, which sold 617,213 digital copies in its first week.[77][78] The album gave Beyoncé her second number-one album following Dangerously in Love, which also topped the chart on its debut. This feat was noted by Keith Caulfield of Billboard magazine, surmising that perhaps "its handsome debut was generated by goodwill earned from the performance of her smash first album Dangerously in Love".[79] By the end of 2006, the album was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA),[80] and became the thirty-eighth best-selling album of that year in the US.[81]

The album's commercial performance was reinforced by the subsequent release of its editions. The release of the deluxe edition helped B'Day re-enter the top ten at number six, gaining 903 percent in sales.[82] On April 16, 2007, the RIAA re-certified B'Day as triple platinum, combining the sales from the original edition of album with those of the deluxe edition.[80] However, B'Day's extended life in the music market has been attributed to the release and eventual success of "Irreplaceable", which is the album's certifiable smash hit.[79] The single, which was released by the end of 2006, helped the album in regaining its strength, having re-entered into the top ten of Billboard 200.[79] As of July 2014, the album has sold 3.4 million copies in the US.[83]

In the United Kingdom, B'Day debuted at number three on September 11, 2007 selling 35,012 copies in its first week.[84][85] The British Phonographic Industry (BPI) certified B'Day platinum for shipping 300,000 units, and the deluxe edition gold for shipping 100,000 units.[86] As of July 3, 2011, B'Day has sold 385,078 copies in the UK.[85] The album peaked at number three on the European Top 100 Albums[image: External link],[87] while reaching the top ten in the albums charts of Denmark[image: External link], Flanders[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link], Spain[image: External link] and Switzerland[image: External link].[88][89] The album reached number two on the Canadian Albums Chart[image: External link], where it stayed for two weeks and receiving a platinum certification from the Canadian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (CRIA).[90][91] Across Oceania, it had the same reception debuting on Australian Albums Chart and New Zealand Albums Chart both at number eight on the same week, September 11, 2006.[88] B'Day remained on the charts for twenty and twenty-five weeks respectively,[88] and was certified platinum by both the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA) and the Recording Industry Association of New Zealand[image: External link] (RIANZ).[92][93] As of September 2013, B'Day had sold 8 million copies worldwide.[2]
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 Controversy




The cover art[image: External link] for the single "Ring the Alarm" fueled controversy after Beyoncé used alligators during the photo shoot. Beyoncé revealed that using the animal and taping their mouths shut was her idea. PETA, an animal rights organization which had previously confronted her after she had used furs for her fashion line's clothing design, contacted a biologist[image: External link] who later wrote a letter to her, stating "As a specialist in reptile biology and welfare, I'm concerned about your posing with a terrified baby alligator for your new album cover. Humans and alligators are not natural bedfellows, and the two should not mix at events such as photo shoots. In my view, doing so is arguably abusive to an animal."[94]

In 2007, Beyoncé appeared on billboards and newspapers across Australia showing her holding an antiquated cigarette holder. Taken from the back cover of B'Day, the image provoked response from an anti-smoking group, stating that she did not need to add the cigarette holder "to make herself appear more sophisticated".[95] In the same year, three weeks after their release,[96] the deluxe edition and the video anthology DVD were temporarily ceased for retail in stores. A lawsuit was filed for breach of contract of using "Still in Love (Kissing You)", a version of British singer Des'ree[image: External link]'s original song "Kissing You[image: External link]".[97] Not intended for the album's inclusion, Des'ree's deal also stipulated that the title of the song was not to be altered, and a video was not to be made.[96] After the infringement case, the re-issued version of the album does not include the track,[96] and instead includes "If" as a replacement. The lawsuit was dismissed with prejudice[image: External link] in October 2007.[98]
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Déjà Vu" (featuring Jay-Z[image: External link])
	


	Beyoncé Knowles

	Rodney "Darkchild" Jerkins

	Delisha Thomas

	Makeba Riddick[image: External link]

	Keli Nicole Price

	Shawn Carter[image: External link]






	


	Darkchild

	Knowles






	4:00



	2.
	"Get Me Bodied"
	


	Knowles

	Solange Knowles

	Kasseem Dean[image: External link]

	Sean Garrett[image: External link]

	Riddick

	Angela Beyincé






	


	Swizz Beatz[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Garrett






	3:25



	3.
	"Suga Mama[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	Rich Harrison[image: External link]

	Riddick

	Chuck Middleton






	


	Harrison

	Knowles






	3:26



	4.
	"Upgrade U[image: External link]" (featuring Jay-Z)
	


	B. Knowles

	S. Knowles

	MK

	Riddick

	Garrett

	Beyincé

	Carter

	Willie Clarke

	Clarence Reid[image: External link]






	


	Cameron Wallace

	Knowles

	Swizz Beatz[a]






	4:33



	5.
	"Ring the Alarm"
	


	Knowles

	Dean

	Garrett






	


	Swizz Beatz

	Knowles

	Garrett






	3:23



	6.
	"Kitty Kat[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	Pharrell Williams

	Carter






	


	The Neptunes[image: External link]

	Knowles






	3:56



	7.
	"Freakum Dress[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	Harrison

	Beyincé

	Riddick






	


	Harrison

	Knowles






	3:21



	8.
	"Green Light"
	


	Knowles

	Williams

	Garrett






	


	The Neptunes

	Knowles






	3:30



	9.
	"Irreplaceable"
	


	Mikkel Storleer Eriksen[image: External link]

	Tor Erik Hermansen[image: External link]

	Espen Lind[image: External link]

	Amund Bjørklund[image: External link]

	Shaffer Smith[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Stargate[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Smith[b]







	3:49



	10.
	" Resentment[image: External link]"
	


	Walter Millsap III

	Candice Nelson

	Curtis Mayfield[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Millsap III

	Knowles[c]

	Nelson[b]






	4:42



	Total length:
	38:02






	Hidden tracks



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	11.
	"Encore for the Fans"
	 
	 
	0:39



	12.
	"Listen" (from the Motion Picture Dreamgirls)
	


	Beyoncé

	Henry Krieger

	Scott Cutler

	Anne Preven






	


	The Underdogs[image: External link]

	Beyoncé






	3:38



	13.
	"Get Me Bodied" (Extended Mix)
	


	B. Knowles

	S. Knowles

	Dean

	Garrett

	Makeba Riddick

	Beyincé






	


	Swizz Beatz

	Knowles

	Garrett






	5:59






	Non-US bonus track



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	11.
	"Check on It[image: External link]" (featuring Bun B[image: External link] and Slim Thug[image: External link])
	


	Knowles

	Dean

	Garrett

	Beyincé

	Stayve Thomas[image: External link]






	


	Swizz Beatz

	Knowles






	3:30






	iTunes[image: External link] Store pre-order bonus track/New Zealand iTunes bonus track[99][100]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	11.
	"Lost Yo Mind"
	


	Knowles

	Dean

	Garrett






	


	Dean

	Knowles

	Garrett






	3:47






	Japanese edition bonus track[99]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	11.
	"Creole"
	3:52






	Circuit City[image: External link] bonus track[101]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Length



	11.
	"Back Up"
	


	Anesha Birchett

	LaShawn Daniels

	Fred Jenkins III

	Rodney Jerkins

	Delisha Thomas






	3:27






	European Amazon[image: External link][102][103] / iTunes Store[104][105][106] bonus videos



	No.
	Title
	Length



	14.
	"Déjà Vu" (featuring Jay-Z) (music video)

	4:01



	15.
	"Behind the Scenes With Beyoncé"
	17:39








	North American deluxe edition





	CD 1: B'Day



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Beautiful Liar" (with Shakira)
	Knowles, Eriksen, Hermansen, Amanda Ghost, Ian Dech
	Stargate, Knowles, Shakira[a], Eduardo Cabra[a]
	3:19



	2.
	"Irreplaceable"
	Knowles, Smith, Eriksen, Hermansen, Lind, Bjørklund
	Stargate, Knowles, Ne-Yo[b]
	3:47



	3.
	"Green Light"
	Knowles, Williams, Garrett
	The Neptunes, Knowles
	3:30



	4.
	"Kitty Kat"
	Knowles, Williams, Carter
	The Neptunes, Knowles
	3:55



	5.
	"Welcome to Hollywood[image: External link]"
	Knowles, Carter, Reggie Perry, Smith
	Syience[image: External link], Knowles
	3:18



	6.
	"Upgrade U" (featuring Jay-Z)
	B. Knowles, MK, Makeba Riddick, Garrett, Beyincé, Carter, Clarke, Reid, S. Knowles
	Cameron Wallace, Knowles, Swizz Beatz[a]
	4:32



	7.
	"Flaws and All[image: External link]"
	Knowles, Smith, Robert Shea Taylor, S. Knowles
	Shea Taylor, Knowles, Ne-Yo[b]
	4:08



	8.
	"World Wide Woman"
	Knowles, Makeba Riddick, Beyincé, Lashawn Daniels, Jerkins, Garrett
	Rodney "Darkchild" Jerkins, Knowles
	3:41



	9.
	"Get Me Bodied" (Extended Mix)
	B. Knowles, Dean, Garrett, Makeba Riddick, Beyincé, S. Knowles
	Swizz Beatz, Knowles, Garrett
	6:18



	10.
	"Still in Love (Kissing You)[image: External link]" (later replaced by "If")
	Knowles, Desree Weekes, Timothy Atack
	Knowles, Nellee Hooper[image: External link]
	3:18



	11.
	"Freakum Dress"
	Knowles, Harrison, Makeba Riddick
	Rich Harrison, Knowles
	3:20



	12.
	"Suga Mama"
	Knowles, Harrison, Makeba Riddick, Middleton
	Rich Harrison, Knowles
	3:24



	13.
	"Déjà Vu" (featuring Jay-Z)
	Knowles, Jerkins, Thomas, Makeba Riddick, Price, Carter
	Darkchild, Knowles
	4:00



	14.
	"Ring the Alarm"
	Knowles, Dean, Garrett
	Swizz Beatz, Knowles, Garrett
	3:23



	15.
	"Resentment"
	B.Knowles, Walter W. Millsap III, Candice C. Nelson, Curtis Mayfield[image: External link]
	Lil Walt, Beyoncé, Candice Nelson[b]
	4:40



	16.
	"Listen" (from the Motion Picture Dreamgirls)
	Knowles, Henry Krieger, Scott Cutler, Anne Preven
	The Underdogs[image: External link], Knowles
	3:38



	17.
	"World Wide Woman" (Hidden Track)
	Knowles, Makeba Riddick, Beyincé, Lashawn Daniels, Jerkins, Garrett
	Rodney "Darkchild" Jerkins
	3:41






	
Best Buy[image: External link] CD 1 Hidden Track [107]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	18.
	"My First Time"
	 






	CD 2: Irreemplazable




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Amor Gitano[image: External link]" (with Alejandro Fernández[image: External link])

	3:48



	2.
	"Listen (Oye)"
	3:41



	3.
	"Irreplaceable (Irreemplazable)"
	3:48



	4.
	"Beautiful Liar (Bello Embustero)"
	3:20



	5.
	"Beautiful Liar" (Remix) (with Shakira)

	3:01



	6.
	"Beautiful Liar (Spanglish)" (featuring Sasha Fierce)

	3:21



	7.
	"Irreplaceable (Irreemplazable)" (Norteña Remix)

	 








	International deluxe edition





	CD: B'Day



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Beautiful Liar" (with Shakira)
	Knowles, Eriksen, Hermansen, Amanda Ghost, Ian Dech
	StarGate, Knowles, Shakira, Eduardo Cabra
	3:19



	2.
	"Irreplaceable"
	Knowles, Smith, Eriksen, Hermansen, Lind, Bjørklund
	StarGate, Ne-Yo
	3:47



	3.
	"Green Light"
	Knowles, Williams, Garrett
	The Neptunes
	3:30



	4.
	"Kitty Kat"
	Knowles, Williams, Carter
	The Neptunes
	3:55



	5.
	"Welcome to Hollywood[image: External link]" (featuring Jay-Z)
	Knowles, Carter, Reggie Perry, Smith
	Syience[image: External link], Beyoncé
	3:18



	6.
	"Upgrade U" (featuring Jay-Z)
	Knowles, MK, Makeba Riddick, Garrett, Beyincé, Carter, Clarke, Reid, Knowles
	Swizz Beatz, Cameron Wallace
	4:32



	7.
	"Flaws and All[image: External link]"
	B. Knowles, Smith, Robert Shea Taylor, S. Knowles
	Shea Taylor, Knowles
	4:08



	8.
	"If"
	S. Smith, M.S. Erickson, T.E. Hermansen, Knowles
	 
	3:19



	9.
	"Get Me Bodied" (Extended Mix)
	Knowles, Dean, Garrett, Makeba Riddick, Beyincé, S. Knowles
	Sean Garrett, Swizz Beatz
	6:18



	10.
	"Freakum Dress"
	Knowles, Harrison, Makeba Riddick
	Rich Harrison
	3:20



	11.
	"Suga Mama"
	Knowles, Harrison, Makeba Riddick, Middleton
	Rich Harrison
	3:24



	12.
	"Déjà Vu" (featuring Jay-Z)
	Knowles, Jerkins, Thomas, Makeba Riddick, Price, Carter
	Rodney "Darkchild" Jerkins
	4:00



	13.
	"Ring the Alarm"
	Knowles, Dean, Garrett
	Swizz Beatz
	3:23



	14.
	"Resentment"
	Knowles, Walter W. Millsap III, Candice C. Nelson, Curtis Mayfield[image: External link]
	Walter W. Millsap III, Beyoncé, Candice Nelson
	4:40



	15.
	"Listen" (from the Motion Picture Dreamgirls)
	Knowles, Henry Krieger, Scott Cutler, Anne Preven
	The Underdogs[image: External link]
	3:38



	16.
	"World Wide Woman"
	Knowles, Makeba Riddick, Beyincé, Lashawn Daniels, Jerkins, Garrett
	Rodney "Darkchild" Jerkins
	3:41



	17.
	"Check on It" (featuring Bun B and Slim Thug)
	Knowles, Dean, Garrett, Beyincé, Thomas
	Swizz Beatz, Knowles
	3:30



	18.
	"Amor Gitano[image: External link]" (with Alejandro Fernández[image: External link])
	Knowles, Jaime Flores, Reyli Barba
	Rudy Perez, Knowles
	3:48



	19.
	"Beautiful Liar" (Remix) (with Shakira)
	Knowles, Eriksen, Hermansen, Ghost, Dech
	Stargate, Knowles, Shakira, Eduardo Cabra
	3:00



	20.
	"Creole" (iTunes Store bonus)
	 
	 
	3:53






	Japanese edition[108]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	16.
	"Check on It" (featuring Bun B and Slim Thug)

	3:30



	17.
	"Creole"
	3:52



	18.
	"World Wide Woman"
	3:41






	Latin American edition[109][110]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	17.
	"Amor Gitano" (with Alejandro Fernández)

	3:48



	18.
	"Irreplaceable (Irreemplazable)"
	3:48



	19.
	"Listen (Oye)"
	3:41



	20.
	"Beautiful Liar (Bello Embustero)"
	3:20






	DVD: B'Day Anthology Video Album



	No.
	Title
	Director(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Beautiful Liar" (with Shakira)
	Jake Nava[image: External link], Beyoncé
	3:34



	2.
	"Irreplaceable"
	Anthony Mandler[image: External link]
	4:17



	3.
	"Kitty Kat"
	Melina Matsoukas[image: External link], Beyoncé
	1:03



	4.
	"Green Light"
	Matsoukas
	3:31



	5.
	"Upgrade U" (featuring Jay-Z)
	Matsoukas, Beyoncé
	4:38



	6.
	"Flaws and All"
	Cliff Watts, Beyoncé
	4:14



	7.
	"Get Me Bodied" (Extended Mix)
	Mandler, Beyoncé
	6:42



	8.
	"Freakum Dress"
	Ray Kay[image: External link], Beyoncé
	3:21



	9.
	"Suga Mama"
	Matsoukas, Beyoncé
	3:37



	10.
	"Déjà Vu" (featuring Jay-Z)
	Sophie Muller[image: External link]
	4:06



	11.
	"Ring the Alarm"
	Muller
	3:33



	12.
	"Listen"
	Diane Martel[image: External link]
	3:49



	13.
	"Still in Love (Kissing You)" (Later removed)
	Watts, Beyoncé
	4:41



	14.
	"Credits"
	 
	0:51



	15.
	"Behind the Scenes"
	Ed Burke
	17:39








	Notes




	
^a signifies an additional producer[image: External link]


	
^b signifies a co- producer[image: External link]


	
^c signifies a vocal producer[image: External link]


	"Suga Mama" samples "Searching for Soul" by Jake Wade and the Soul Searchers[image: External link].

	"Upgrade U" samples "Girls Can't Do What the Guys Do[image: External link]" by Betty Wright[image: External link].

	"Resentment" samples "Think (Instrumental)" by Curtis Mayfield[image: External link].
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 Personnel




Credits adapted from the liner notes of B'Day.[11]



	Jason Agel – assistant recording[image: External link]


	Omar Al-Musfi – Arabic[image: External link] percussion[image: External link]


	Roberto Almodovar – recording engineering[image: External link]


	Allen "Al Geez" Arthur – horns[image: External link] (track 1)


	April Baldwin – artists and repertoire administration

	Aureo Baqueiro – vocal direction for Alejandro Fernández

	Reyli Barba – writing[image: External link]


	Robert Becker – viola[image: External link]


	Andres Bermudez – recording

	Tim Blacksmith – Stargate management

	Aaron Brougher – artists and repertoire coordinator

	Denyse Buffum – viola

	
Bun B[image: External link] – vocals[image: External link] ( Rap-a-Lot[image: External link]


	
David Campbell[image: External link] – string[image: External link] arrangement[image: External link] and conducting[image: External link]


	Roberto Cani – violin[image: External link]


	Tim Carmon – keyboards[image: External link]


	Sean Carrington – guitar[image: External link]


	Jim Caruana – recording engineer[image: External link] (all tracks)


	
Gustavo Celis[image: External link] – recording engineering

	Olgui Chirino – vocal production

	Fusako Chubachi – art direction, design

	Andrew Coleman – recording engineer (tracks 6, 8)


	Larry Corbett – cello[image: External link]


	Tom Coyne – mastering[image: External link]


	Jasmin Cruz – background vocals

	
Scott Cutler – writing

	Danny D. – Stargate management

	Lawshawn Daniels – writing

	Mario Deleon – violin

	
Ian Dench[image: External link] – writing

	Robert "LB" Dorsey – recording

	Andrew Duckles – viola

	Bruce Dukov – violin ( concertmaster[image: External link])

	Nathan East – bass[image: External link]


	Paco "El Sevillano" – gypsy chant

	
Mikkel S. Eriksen[image: External link] – all other instruments[image: External link] (track 9)


	
Alejandro Fernández[image: External link] – vocals (Sony BMG[image: External link] Mexico)

	Jaime Flores – writing

	Paul Forat – artists and repertoire[image: External link]


	
Sean Garrett[image: External link] – production (2)


	
Amanda Ghost[image: External link] – writing

	Jason Goldstein – audio mixing (all tracks)

	Aaron "Goody" Goode – horns[image: External link] (track 1)


	Erwin Gorosita – art direction

	Max Gousse – artists and repertoire

	Alan Grunfeld – violin

	Rich Harrison – production, audio mixing (tracks 3, 7)


	Keyon Harrold – trumpet

	
Tor Erik Hermansen[image: External link] – all other instruments (track 9)


	Geraldo Hilera – violin

	Jean-Marie Horvat – mixing[image: External link]


	Dabling "Hobby Boy" Howard – recording

	Ty Hunter – styling

	ILoveDust – logo design

	Jun Ishizeki – recording engineer (track 1)


	Eric Jackson – guitars

	Quincy S. Jackson – marketing

	
Jay-Z[image: External link] – rap vocals (1, 4) ( Roc-A-Fella[image: External link]/Def Jam)

	
Rodney Jerkins – production, audio mixing, additional music performance, horn arrangement (track 1)


	James Johnson – bass

	Jon Jon – assistant production, bass[image: External link] (track 1)


	Ronald Judge – horns (track 1)


	Suzie Katayama – cello

	Gimel "Young Guru" Keaton – recording

	Hannah Khoury – violin[image: External link], viola[image: External link]


	Kimberly Kimble – hair

	Rob Kinelski – assistant recording engineer (all tracks)


	
Beyoncé – vocals[image: External link] (all tracks), production (all tracks), vocal production (track 10), executive production, audio mixing (1)


	
Mathew Knowles[image: External link] – artists and repertoire, executive production, management

	
Tina Knowles – styling

	
Henry Krieger – writing

	Ricky Lawson – drums[image: External link]


	Jolie Levine – music contracting

	
Espen Lind[image: External link] – guitar[image: External link] (track 9)


	Dave Lopez – recording engineer (track 10), Pro Tools[image: External link] editing

	Nathan Jenkins – recording

	Julia Knapp – artists and repertoire operation

	MK – writing

	Riley Mackin – assistant recording

	Manny Maroquin – mixing

	Harvey Mason – percussion[image: External link]


	Vlado Meller – mastering

	Colin Miller – assistant mixing, digital prep engineering, Pro Tools prep

	Walter W. Millsap III – music production (10), additional music performance (10), Pro Tools editing, recording engineer (10)


	Mo Horns – horns

	Naser Musa – oud[image: External link]


	Candice C. Nelson – co-production, additional music performance (track 10)


	
The Neptunes[image: External link] – production (tracks 6, 8)


	
Ne-Yo[image: External link] – co-production (track 9)


	Sara Parkins – violin

	Dave "Hard Drive" Pensado – mixing

	
Rudy Perez[image: External link] – production, vocal production, arrangement, keyboards, programming[image: External link], Spanish guitar[image: External link], background vocals, vocal direction for Fernández

	
Clay Perry[image: External link] – keyboards, programming, Pro Tools editing

	
Denaun Porter[image: External link] – programming

	
Anne Preven – writing

	Boujemaa Razgui – ney[image: External link]


	Aaron Renner – recording

	Geoff Rice – recording engineer (tracks 6, 9)


	Michele Richards – violin

	Jared Robbins – assistant recording

	Jamie Rosenberg – recording engineer (track 7)


	Kareem Roustom – violin arrangement, additional string arrangements

	
Shakira – vocals (Epic Records[image: External link]), additional production, arrangement[image: External link], vocal production, violin arrangement, remixing[image: External link]


	Haim Shtrum – violin

	Dexter Simmons – mixing

	
Slim Thug[image: External link] – vocals (Star Trak[image: External link]/Geffen Records[image: External link])

	Daniel Smith – cello

	Chris Spilfogel – recording

	
Stargate[image: External link] – production[image: External link] (track 9), arrangement, recording engineering, programming

	David Stearns – assistant recording engineering

	
Swizz Beatz[image: External link] – production (2, 5), additional production (4), audio mixing (2, 5)


	
Syience[image: External link] – writing, production

	Shea Taylor – writing, production

	Stayve Thomas – writing

	Michael Tocci – recording

	Rene Luis Toledo – Spanish guitar

	Steve Tolle – assistant audio mixing (tracks 2-10)


	Francesca Tolot – makeup

	
The Underdogs[image: External link] – production

	
Max Vadukul[image: External link] – photography[image: External link]


	Jeff Villanueva – recording engineer (track 1)


	Rommel Nino Villanueva – recording

	
Visitante[image: External link] – programming

	Cameron Wallace – production (track 4)


	John Weston – recording engineering, digital editing (strings)

	Kenneth Whalum – saxophone

	John Wittenburg – violin

	Shane Woodley – recording, assistant recording

	Kenneth Yerke – violin
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2006)
	Peak

position



	
Australian Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	8



	
Austrian Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	2



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[88]

	7



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[88]

	1



	
Canadian Albums Chart[image: External link][90]

	1



	
Danish Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	1



	
Dutch Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	1



	
European Top 100 Albums[image: External link][87]

	3



	
Finnish Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	23



	
French Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	12



	
German Albums Chart[image: External link][89]

	5



	
Greek Albums Chart[image: External link][111]

	3



	
Hungarian Albums Chart[image: External link][112]

	22



	
Irish Albums Chart[image: External link][113]

	3



	
Italian Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	10



	
Japanese Albums Chart[image: External link][114]

	4



	
Mexican Albums Chart[image: External link][115]

	6



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	8



	
Norwegian Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	6



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][116]

	33



	
Portuguese Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	8



	
Scottish Albums Chart[image: External link][117]

	9



	
Spanish Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	5



	
Swedish Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	15



	
Swiss Albums Chart[image: External link][88]

	2



	
UK Albums Chart[image: External link][84]

	3



	US Billboard 200[118]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link][119]

	1






	Chart (2014)
	Peak

position



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][120]

	29





	

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Year-end charts






	Chart (2006)
	Position



	
Australian Urban Albums Chart[image: External link][121]

	13



	Dutch Albums Chart[122]

	84



	French Albums Chart[123]

	199



	Japanese Albums Chart[124]

	55



	Swiss Albums Chart[125]

	96



	UK Albums Chart[126]

	62



	US Billboard 200[81]

	38



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[127]

	8



	Worldwide[128]

	6



	Chart (2007)
	Position



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[129]

	13



	Dutch Albums Chart[130]

	84



	French Albums Chart[131]

	143



	Mexico Albums Chart[115]

	62



	Mexico English Albums Chart[115]

	16



	Swiss Albums Chart[132]

	82



	UK Albums Chart[133]

	140



	US Billboard 200[134]

	11



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[135]

	6



	Worldwide[136]

	38



	Chart (2008)
	Position



	US Billboard 200[137]

	170



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[138]

	85
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 Decade-end charts






	Chart (2000–09)
	Position



	US Billboard 200[139]

	133
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 Certifications and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[92]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[140]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[91]

	Platinum
	100,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[141]

	Gold
	20,000^




	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[142]

	Gold
	75,000*




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[143]

	Gold
	100,000^




	Greece (IFPI Greece[image: External link])[144]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Hungary ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[145]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[146]

	3× Platinum
	45,000^




	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[147]

	Platinum
	250,000^




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[148]

	Gold
	50,000^




	Netherlands ( NVPI[image: External link])[149]

	Gold
	35,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[93]

	Platinum
	15,000^




	Portugal ( AFP[image: External link])[150]

	Gold
	10,000^




	Russia ( NFPF[image: External link])[151]

	3× Platinum
	60,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[152]

	Gold
	40,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[153]

	Gold
	15,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[86]

	Platinum
	580,000^




	United States (RIAA)[80]

	3× Platinum
	3,400,000[83]




	Summaries



	Europe (IFPI)[154]

	Platinum
	1,000,000*
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Déjà Vu (Beyoncé song)





"Déjà Vu" is a song by American singer-songwriter Beyoncé, featuring vocals by rapper Jay-Z[image: External link]. It was produced by Rodney "Darkchild" Jerkins and Beyoncé for her second solo album, B'Day (2006). "Déjà Vu" is an R&B song, which incorporates elements of the 1970s funk and soul music. Its music is largely based on live instrumentation, including bass guitar[image: External link], hi-hat[image: External link], horns[image: External link], except Roland TR-808 drum[image: External link] machine, which is a non-live instrument. The song's title and lyrics refer to a woman being constantly reminded of a past lover.

"Déjà Vu" was released as the album's lead single to US radios on June 24, 2006. The song received generally mixed critical reviews. Many critics noted the similarities of "Déjà Vu" with Beyoncé's own 2003 song "Crazy in Love". Critics commended the assertiveness and the sensuality with which Beyoncé sings the lyrics and compared her vocal delivery to that of Tina Turner[image: External link] in the late 1980s. "Déjà Vu" and its Freemasons[image: External link] club remix version received three nominations at Best Remixed Recording, Non-Classical[image: External link] at the 2007 Grammy Awards[image: External link]. It was recognized as the Best Song of 2006 at the Music of Black Origin (MOBO) Awards[image: External link].

Commercially, "Déjà Vu" peaked at number four on the US Billboard Hot 100 chart. It topped the Hot Dance Club Play[image: External link] chart, the Hot Dance Singles Sales[image: External link] chart, and the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart. The song was certified gold by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). "Déjà Vu" peaked at number one on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] and generally reached the top 20 in Europe. The song's accompanying music video was directed by Sophie Muller[image: External link]. About 5,000 fans petitioned online[image: External link] for a re-shoot of the video, complaining about, amongst other factors, the lack of theme, the wardrobe choice, and the seemingly sexual interactions between Beyoncé and Jay-Z.
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 Background and production




In 2005, American record producer Rodney "DarkChild" Jerkins and producer Jon Jon Traxx "came up with the concept of doing an old-school track, a throwback with real bass and horns", to which the song's title is partly attributed.[1] Traxx with Jerkins, first recorded the bass[image: External link] sections, onto which the percussion[image: External link], horns[image: External link] and vocals were layered.[1] Production took place in Jerkins' New Jersey[image: External link]-based studio, and Sony Music Studios[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link].[1]

Jerkins recorded a demo[image: External link] version of the song with vocals by American songwriter Makeba Riddick[image: External link], who is credited as co-writer.[2] They presented the demo to Beyoncé, who later approved of it. "Déjà Vu" also has lyrical contributions from songwriters Delisha Thomas and Keli Nicole Price, and Beyoncé's husband (then-boyfriend) Jay-Z[image: External link].[1] He became involved at a late stage, when Beyoncé saw him trying to sing along to a recorded version of the track, and asked him to contribute. Jay-Z recorded rap[image: External link] verses[image: External link] for the song and hence appears as a featured guest.[3]

Concerning the production of "Déjà Vu", Beyoncé told MTV News[image: External link]:


When I recorded 'Deja Vu' ... I knew that even before I started working on my album, I wanted to add live instruments to all of my songs. It's such a balance [of music on the song] [...] It's still young, still new and fresh, but it has the old soul groove. The energy is incredible. It's the summer anthem, I pray. I feel it. Rodney Jerkins is incredible, Jay of course is on it, he blessed the song, I'm happy with it.[4]
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 Music and lyrics




"Déjà Vu" is a contemporary R&B song, performed in a moderate hip hop groove[image: External link].[5][6][7] It is also influenced by late-1970s funk music,[8] and it contains elements of soul music as well as dance-pop[image: External link] music.[9] According to the sheet music published at Musicnotes.com by EMI Music Publishing[image: External link], the song is composed in the key[image: External link] of G minor[image: External link] with a time signature[image: External link] in common time[image: External link], and a moderate groove of 106 beats per minute[image: External link]. Beyoncé's vocals range from the note of D♯ 4[image: External link] to F 5[image: External link].[5] The music is largely based on live instrumentation,[10] including a bass guitar[image: External link], conga[image: External link], hi-hat[image: External link], and horns.[4] A non-live instrument, the Roland TR-808 drum[image: External link] machine, provides the song's heavy and energetic disco[image: External link] beat.[4][11] Spence D. of IGN Music[image: External link] commented that Beyoncé's vocals on the song are "silky smooth" and that her vocal range leans toward the high end, hence contrasting to the song's low-end construction.[12] Mike Joseph of PopMatters[image: External link] noted that "Déjà Vu" is reminiscent of Michael Jackson's "Off the Wall[image: External link]" (1980).[6]

The lyrics to "Déjà Vu" follow the verse[image: External link]– pre-chorus[image: External link]– chorus[image: External link] pattern, and feature two rap verses[image: External link].[5] It is hook[image: External link]-laden, similar in this respect to "Crazy in Love".[18] The lyrics detail a woman being constantly reminded of a past lover,[1] shown in the lines, "Is it because I'm missing you that I'm having déjà vu?"[19] As the song opens, Beyoncé introducing the bass, hi-hat and Roland TR-808 by name. The sounds of the instruments blend as they are being mentioned one after the other; the horns are only audible in the pre-chorus and hook sections, and a short section in the second rap. The bass guitar, which is the first instrument to enter, slides[image: External link] into the main two-bar ostinato[image: External link].[1] Following the repeated bass slides, the hi-hat and the Roland TR-808 begin playing.[1]

After that Beyoncé mentions Jay-Z, the bass glides up for a vibrato[image: External link]-rich fill, giving way to the first rap.[1] Backgrounded with a repeating groove, Beyoncé starts the first verse. The pre-chorus follows, for which the bass changes to a more melodic tone "to play something more singing", in the words of Jon Jon Webb, the bass player on the track.[1] The melody[image: External link] returns to the main groove during the repeated hook. This pattern repeats and leads to the second rap verse. The third pre-chorus "comes from Jerkins' idea to have the part changes on top, with Webb's main groove on the bottom".[1] It is followed by the main pre-chorus, then the hook is repeated four times. The singing stops and the instruments fill in the space. The hi-hat and Roland TR-808 also stop; the song ends with the plucked bass and blasts of horns.[1]
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 Release and reception




"Déjà Vu" was leaked to the internet on June 13, 2006.[20] On June 24, 2006, it was released to radio stations in the United States,[21] four weeks after Beyoncé informed Columbia, her record label[image: External link], that B'Day was completed. Over one month later, it was released to physical formats; the track was released as a CD single[image: External link] on July 31, 2006 in the United States.[22] An enhanced CD[image: External link] was released on September 12, containing five tracks and an additional "Déjà Vu" multimedia track.[23][24] In the United Kingdom, the digital download[image: External link] became available on August 15, 2006.[25] A CD maxi and a 12" single[image: External link] were released on August 21, 2006.[26] Beyoncé's manager approached English production team Freemasons[image: External link] to remix[image: External link] "Déjà Vu" after hearing a remix they made for a song by singer Heather Headley[image: External link].[27] A club-oriented version was produced and appeared on a "Green Light[image: External link]" Freemasons EP, released on July 31, 2007.[28] A maxi single[image: External link], featuring the album version of the track and Freemasons club mix, was released on August 5, 2006 in European countries.[29] During an interview, Beyoncé further spoke about her decision to release the song as the first single from the album, saying, "it was soulful and had a lot of horns, it just felt good, and it didn' t sound like everything on the radio. It wasn' t typical but it felt timeless.".[30] The UK hits compilation album Now That's What I Call Music! 65, released in 2006, features an alternative version of the single, omitting Jay-Z's parts and running to 3:25 minutes.
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 Critical reception




"Déjà Vu" debuted to mixed and positive reviews among critics. Mike Joseph of the international webzine[image: External link] PopMatters[image: External link]' believed that it was "fantastic to hear Beyoncé singing her lungs out over a full-bodied groove featuring live instruments".[6] Spence D. of IGN Music[image: External link], a multimedia news and reviews website, complimented Jerkins' bass-laden groove, writing that it brought the track to perfection.[12] Describing "Déjà Vu" as a magnificent song, Caroline Sullivan of The Guardian complimented Beyoncé and Jay-Z collaboration calling it "feverish as pre-watershed pop gets".[15] She added that even though when Jay-Z is not physically present, he manages to bring out something formidable in Beyoncé that evokes "the young, feral Tina Turner[image: External link]".[15] Bernard Zuel[image: External link] The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] praised the assertiveness with which Beyoncé delivers her lines and considered buying "Déjà Vu" as worthwhile.[18]

Several other music critics have compared "Déjà Vu" to Beyoncé's 2003 single, "Crazy in Love", the lead single of her debut album. According to Gail Mitchell of Billboard magazine, the song is viewed by many as a sequel to "Crazy in Love".[31] Jason King of the Vibe magazine deemed the song as "cloned from the DNA of the raucous 'Crazy in Love'"[32] while Thomas Inskeep of Stylus[image: External link] Magazine referred to it as "'Crazy in Love' lite".[33] Some reviewers, however, were negative to the parallels drawn between the two songs. Andy Kellman of Allmusic[image: External link], an online music database, wrote that "['Déjà Vu'] "had the audacity to not be as monstrous as 'Crazy in Love'",[8] referring to the commercial success the latter experienced in 2003. The internet-based publication Pitchfork Media[image: External link]'s writer Ryan Dombal claimed that "this time [Beyoncé] out-bolds the beat".[34]

Sasha Frere-Jones of The New Yorker deemed the lyrics as a "perplexing view of memory",[19] while Chris Richards of The Washington Post characterized Beyoncé as a "love-dazed girlfriend" in the song.[35] Jody Rosen of the Entertainment Weekly referred to "Déjà Vu" as an "oddly flat" choice as a lead single.[36] Jaime Gill of Yahoo! Music regarded "Déjà Vu" as a good choice for a single but concluded that it does lack "the kind of killer chorus" to suggest that Beyoncé would take one further step "to outright global domination".[37] On the other hand, Jon Pareles of The New York Times wrote that Jay-Z shows up "as calmly boastful as ever" in the song but he only makes Beyoncé's "sound more insecure".[38] Kelefa Sanneh of the same publication noted that "the refrain doesn't give Beyoncé a chance really to show off" and further described the song as a "fair-to-middling single from a singer who is the opposite of desperate".[11]
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 Awards and nominations




"Déjà Vu" was nominated for Best Rap/Sung Collaboration and Best R&B Song while the Freemasons[image: External link] club remix version was nominated for Best Remixed Recording, Non-Classical[image: External link] at the 2007 Grammy Awards[image: External link].[39] It was also nominated for Best Collaboration alongside Beyoncé's other song "Upgrade U[image: External link]" featuring Jay-Z, at the Black Entertainment Television (BET) Awards.[40] "Déjà Vu" won Best Song at the 2006 MOBO Awards[image: External link] in the UK.[41] The following year, it also received two nominations for the Best R&B/Urban Dance Track and Best Pop Dance Track at the 22nd Annual International Dance Music Awards[image: External link] in 2007.[42] The writers of Rap-Up magazine put the song at number ten on their list of the ten best singles of 2006.[43] In 2013, John Boone and Jennifer Cady of E! Online[image: External link] placed the song at number six on their list of ten best Beyoncé's songs.[44] In a 2013 list of Jay-Z's 20 Biggest Billboard Hits, "Déjà Vu" was ranked at number 19.[45]
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 Chart performance




"Déjà Vu" debuted on the US Billboard Hot 100 chart at number 44, less than a month before its physical release. After the release of the digital and physical components, the song sold 75,000 downloads in its first week.[46] It eventually peaked at number four on the Hot 100 chart.[47][48] The track's Freemasons/M. Joshua remix topped the US Hot Dance Club Play[image: External link] chart, while the album version peaked at number 18 on the same component chart.[49] "Déjà Vu" also reached the top spot of the Hot Dance Singles Sales[image: External link] and Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs charts, number nine on the Rhythmic Top 40[image: External link] chart, and number 14 on the Top 40 Mainstream chart.[50]

"Déjà Vu" reached the top 10 in eight European countries.[51] Having sold 29,365 units on its first week,[52] the single made its debut at number one on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link], becoming Beyoncé's second solo number-one single in the UK.[53] The single reached the top five in Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Norway, and Switzerland and entered the top 10 in Belgium, Finland, and Germany. In Oceania, "Déjà Vu" peaked on the Australian Singles Chart[image: External link] at number 12, and on the New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link] at number 15.[51] "Déjà Vu" emerged as the ninety-eighth best-selling single in Australia in 2006.[54]
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 Music video
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 Background and synopsis




The music video[image: External link] for "Déjà Vu" was filmed by British director Sophie Muller[image: External link] in New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link] on June 21, 2006, with parts of the video shot at the Maple Leaf Bar[image: External link] and the Oak Alley Plantation[image: External link] in Carrollton, Louisiana[image: External link] and Vacherie, Louisiana[image: External link] respectively.[55][56] The footage features couture-inspired outfits,[10] vigorous footwork and sexually-themed routines. The video simultaneously premiered on July 12, 2006 on MTV's show Total Request Live[image: External link] (TRL), and Overdrive[image: External link], MTV's broadband video channel. It reached the top spot on the TRL, Yahoo!, and MTV countdowns.[57] The "Deja Vu" video topped the UK TV airplay chart in late July 2006.[58]

The video begins with showing Beyoncé against a green wall and Jay-Z sitting on a chair inside a dark room. Beyoncé and Jay-Z then start to simultaneously play imaginary instruments, mimicking the song's tune. Scenes of Beyoncé are then shown in several different rooms wearing different outfits. As the chorus begins, she is shown running around and dancing out in a large sugarcane field. At the end of the chorus, she dances in a red dress in front of a pond and in a large red dress out in front of a mansion. When Jay-Z's verse begins, the two are shown alone inside a room, Beyoncé is now barefoot and bare-legged, she dances seductively around Jay-Z, and leads to the controversial oral sex scene. Beyoncé is then shown wearing a green skirt and bedazzled bra while dancing around in sand. As the song progresses, she is shown dancing alone in a dark forest wearing a sparkling black dress as fireflies circle around her head. The song ends with Beyoncé leaning back in a pose as fireflies race away.
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 Reception




Reactions to the video were mixed. Sal Cinquemani of Slant Magazine commented it is "more thematic and thought provoking than the videos for 'Baby Boy[image: External link]' and 'Naughty Girl[image: External link]'", Beyoncé's songs from her debut album, Dangerously in Love.[16] Allhiphop's Eb Haynes described the video "visually fresh" and "couture motivated".[10] A news article published by Hindustan Times[image: External link] reported that a particular scene in the video is suggestive of oral sex[image: External link].[60] Natalie Y. Moore of In These Times[image: External link] magazine echoed the latter's commentary, writing that the video showcases Beyoncé "strutting her sexuality", and that in Jay-Z's scenes it "looks as if any minute now she'll give him fellatio[image: External link]".[61] The video later appeared on a list of Yahoo! Music News' Worst Videos of All Time, which pointed to the negative fan reaction and stated, "It's probably the least horrific video listed ... but as far as Beyoncé videos go, it is [sic] a stinker."[62]

According to an MTV News[image: External link] staff report, as of July 2006, more than two thousand people had signed an online petition addressed to Beyoncé's record label, Columbia, demanding a reshoot for the video.[59] By the end of August 2006, 5000 additional fans had signed it.[16] The petition requested the clip to be taped again because it was considered to be "an underwhelming representation of the talent and quality of previous music-video projects of Ms. Beyoncé".[59] Included in the laundry list of offenses were "a lack of theme, dizzying editing, over-the-top wardrobe choices, and unacceptable interactions" between Beyoncé and her now-husband, Jay-Z. Beyoncé's dance moves were also called into question by the petition, qualifying them as "erratic, confusing and alarming at times".[59] Additionally, fans complained about sexual theme depicted in the video, describing that some scenes as "unacceptable interactions [between Beyoncé and Jay-Z]" while also complaining of a "non-existent sexual chemistry" between the two.[62] The music video was awarded Best Video at the 2006 MOBO Awards[image: External link].[41] It also received two nominations for Sexiest Video and Best Hook-Up at the 2007 MTV Australia Video Music Awards[image: External link].[63]
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 Live performances




"Déjà Vu" was performed by Beyoncé at the 2006 BET Awards[image: External link] on June 27 at the Shrine Auditorium[image: External link]. The show was opened with a performance of the song and Jay-Z joined Beyoncé onstage during the second half of the song. William Keck of USA Today commented that Beyoncé "sizzled in a revealing silver ensemble" as she performed the song.[64] She also performed "Déjà Vu" at the Fashion Rocks[image: External link] on September 8, 2006.[65] According to Farrah Weinstein of MTV News[image: External link], Beyoncé's performance of the song was billed as a tribute to Josephine Baker, and both her stage set and outfit were in homage to the singer and dancer.[65] The set was designed like an old cabaret[image: External link] club, complete with male dancers bearing saxophones, and both Beyoncé and her female dancers wore Baker's trademark mini-hula skirt embellished with fake bananas.[65] She performed the song on the American morning news and talk show[image: External link], Good Morning America during an episode which aired on September 8, 2006.[66][67] Beyoncé also performed the song at The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link] on September 9, 2006,[68] and at The Tyra Banks Show[image: External link] on September 15, 2006.[69] At the 2006 World Music Awards[image: External link] on November 15, 2006, Beyoncé opened the show with a performance of "Déjà Vu".[70]

In addition to her live performances of "Déjà Vu" in awards ceremonies and televised shows, the song was included on the set list[image: External link] for her tours The Beyoncé Experience and I Am... World Tour[image: External link].[71][72] John Aizlewood of Daily Mail[image: External link] described the performance of the song during The Beyoncé Experience as "head-spinning".[72] During Beyoncé's performance of "Déjà Vu" at a concert in Toronto[image: External link] on August 25, 2007, she had a wardrobe malfunction[image: External link] as her dress flew over her head and was speculated to reveal her breast. However, a spokesperson for the singer denied speculations saying, "She's wearing a flesh-tone bra! Do you really think Beyoncé would go onstage like that?". The video which was uploaded to YouTube went viral.[73] Ann Powers[image: External link] of Los Angeles Times discussed about the malfunction, saying: "As a pop queen, Beyoncé is almost too perfect... [a] 'wardrobe malfunction' in Toronto garnered far more attention than was warranted partly because these mistakes contradicted her fiercely athletic style."[74] During the I Am... World Tour, Beyoncé did not perform the whole song; she sang several of the opening lines of "Déjà Vu" after her entrance on stage.[75] During the revue[image: External link] I Am... Yours which was a part of the tour, Beyoncé performed a jazz medley of "Déjà Vu", "It Don't Mean a Thing (If It Ain't Got That Swing)[image: External link]" and "Bootylicious" and continued with a full version of the first song.[76] Concert performances of "Déjà Vu" were included on her live albums The Beyoncé Experience Live (2007),[77] I Am... Yours: An Intimate Performance at Wynn Las Vegas (2009)[78] and I Am... World Tour (2010).[79]
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 Cover versions




On January 31, 2009 Jade Ewen[image: External link] performed the song during the Eurovision: Your Country Needs You[image: External link] show. Her performance was described as "a show-stopping - and aptly chosen - rendition [of the original]" by Cher Thornhill of Daily Mail.[80] During the finale of the tenth season[image: External link] of American Idol[image: External link] on May 25, 2011, the lady contestants joined together onstage to perform "Déjà Vu" along with a medley of Beyoncé's other hit singles.[81]
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 Formats and track listings






	UK CD single[25]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Déjà Vu" (Album Version)

	3:59



	2.
	"Déjà Vu" ( Freemasons[image: External link] Radio Mix)

	3:15






	Europe Maxi single[29]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Déjà Vu" (Album Version)

	3:59



	2.
	"Déjà Vu" (Freemasons Radio Mix)

	3:15



	3.
	"Déjà Vu" (Freemasons Club Mix)

	8:05



	4.
	"Déjà Vu" (Maurice's Nusoul Mix)

	6:00



	5.
	"Déjà Vu" (Maurice's Nusoul Mixshow Mix)

	5:57
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 Credits and personnel




Adapted from B'Day's liner notes.[82]


	Vocals: Beyoncé Knowles, Jay-Z (rap)

	Recording: Jeff Villanueva, Jim Caruana

	Assisted by: Rob Kinelski, Jun Ishizeki





	
Mix engineers[image: External link]: Jason Goldstein, Rodney Jerkins

	Bass Guitar: Jon Jon

	Horns played by: Ronald Judge, Allen "Al Geez" Arthur, Aaron "Goody" Goode.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Charts and certifications
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2006)
	Peak

position



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[51]

	12



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[51]

	12



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[51]

	8



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[51]

	19



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[83]

	21



	Denmark Airplay ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[84]

	16



	Europe (European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link])[85]

	2



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[51]

	6



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[51]

	23



	France Radio Chart ( SNEP[image: External link])[86]

	10



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[87]

	9



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[88]

	2



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[89]

	3



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[51]

	4



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[51]

	13



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ[image: External link])[51]

	15



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[51]

	3



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[90]

	4



	Slovakia (Rádio Top 100)[91]

	43



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[51]

	11



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[51]

	3



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[92]

	1



	US Billboard Hot 100[93]

	4



	US Adult R&B Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[94]

	20



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs (Billboard)[95]

	1



	US Mainstream Top 40 (Billboard)[96]

	14



	US Pop 100[image: External link] (Billboard)[50]

	10



	US Dance Club Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[97]

	1



	US Rhythmic Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[50]

	9
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2006)
	Peak

position



	Australian Singles Chart[98]

	98



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[98]

	34



	Belgian Singles Chart (Flanders)[99]

	75



	German Singles Chart[100]

	80



	Italian Singles Chart[101]

	52



	Swiss Singles Chart[102]

	55



	UK Singles Chart[103]

	56



	US Billboard Hot 100[104]

	75



	US Hot 100 Airplay[105]

	65



	US Hot R&B/Hip Hop Songs[106]

	25



	US Pop 100[107]

	95
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[108]

	Silver
	200,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[109]

	Gold
	25,000*




	United States (RIAA)[110]

	Platinum
	2,000,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of UK Singles Chart number ones of the 2000s[image: External link]

	List of number-one R&B singles of 2006 (U.S.)[image: External link]

	List of number-one dance singles of 2006 (U.S.)[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k Jisi, Chris (December 2006). "Jon Jon Webb's Complete Bass Line: Beyoncé's Déjà Vu"[image: External link]. Bass Player[image: External link]. NewBay Media[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 10, 2007. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ Reid, Shaheem. "Be All You Can, B."[image: External link]. MTV News[image: External link]. MTV Networks[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2006-09-01. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ "For The Record: Quick News On Beyoncé, Jay-Z, Mel Gibson, DMX, Audioslave, Fantasia, Britney Spears & More"[image: External link]. MTV News. MTV Networks. August 1, 2006. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ a b c Reid, Shaheem (June 19, 2006). "Beyonce Asks Women To Battle Over Her For Backing-Band Roles"[image: External link]. MTV News. MTV Networks. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ a b c Knowles, Beyoncé; Jerkins, Rodney; Thomas, Delisha; Riddick, Makeba; Nicole Price, Keli; Carter, Shawn (2006). "Beyoncé – 'Déjà Vu' – Digital Sheet Music"[image: External link]. Musicnotes.com. EMI Music Publishing[image: External link]. MN0064482.


	
^ a b c d Joseph, Mike (September 11, 2006). "Beyoncé – B'Day"[image: External link]. PopMatters[image: External link]. Retrieved January 9, 2011.


	
^ Reid, Shaheem (August 30, 2007). "Beyoncé Album Preview: Harder Sound, Aggressive Songs Among B'Day's Gifts"[image: External link]. MTV News. MTV Networks. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ a b Kellman, Andy. "Album Review: B'Day"[image: External link]. Allmusic[image: External link]. Rovi Corporation[image: External link]. Retrieved March 5, 2011.


	
^ Mayers, Norman (September 5, 2006). "Beyonce"[image: External link]. Prefix Magazine. Retrieved January 9, 2011.


	
^ a b c Haynes, Eb (September 20, 2006). "B'Day"[image: External link]. AllHipHop[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2008-12-09. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ a b c Sanneh, Kelefa (June 29, 2006). "Beyoncé, Aguilera, Jackson, Simpson and Jewel: Seeking Another Turn in the Spotlight"[image: External link]. The New York Times. The New York Times Company. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ a b D., Spence (September 5, 2006). "Beyonce – B'Day"[image: External link]. IGN Music[image: External link]. News Corporation[image: External link]. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Sterdan, Darryl. "Review Album: Beyoncé – B'Day"[image: External link]. Jam![image: External link]. Sun Media[image: External link]. Retrieved January 11, 2011.


	
^ Dave de Sylvia (September 17, 2006). "Beyonce – B'Day"[image: External link]. Sputnikmusic[image: External link]. Jeremy Ferwerda. Retrieved January 15, 2011.


	
^ a b c Sullivan, Caroline (September 1, 2006). "Review: Beyonce – B'day"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Guardian Media Group[image: External link]. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ a b c Cinquemani, Sal (August 29, 2006). "Beyoncé B'Day' "[image: External link]. Slant Magazine. Retrieved January 9, 2011.


	
^ Finney, Tim (September 7, 2006). "Review: B'Day "[image: External link]. Pitchfork Media[image: External link]. Ryan Schreiber. Retrieved January 4, 2011.


	
^ a b Zuel, Bernard (September 8, 2006). "B'Day"[image: External link]. The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link]. Fairfax Media[image: External link]. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ a b Frere-Jones, Sasha (September 25, 2006). "Crazy from Love"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Condé Nast Publications[image: External link]. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Breihan, Tom (June 14, 2006). "Beyoncé and Jay-Z's "Déjà Vu": Jam of the Summer?"[image: External link]. The Village Voice[image: External link]. Village Voice Media[image: External link]. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ "Urban: Week Of: June 24, 2006"[image: External link]. R&R[image: External link]. Retrieved September 26, 2011.


	
^ "Déjà Vu"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 4, 2008. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ "Deja Vu [Enhanced CD Single] by Beyoncé"[image: External link]. Yahoo!. Yahoo! Music. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 2, 2011. Retrieved October 1, 2011.


	
^ "Deja Vu [Enhanced CD Single]"[image: External link]. Allmusic. Rovi Corporation. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2011-01-02. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ a b "iTunes Store – Beyoncé – Déjà Vu – single"[image: External link]. iTunes Store (UK). Apple Inc. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ "New Single"[image: External link]. Sony BMG UK[image: External link]. August 10, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 25, 2015. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Balls, David (June 8, 2009). "Freemasons - Music Interview"[image: External link]. Digital Spy. Hachette Filipacchi Médias[image: External link]. Retrieved May 15, 2013.


	
^ "Green Light Freemasons EP"[image: External link]. Amazon.com[image: External link] (UK). Amazon Inc. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ a b "iTunes Store – Beyoncé – Déjà Vu – EP"[image: External link]. iTunes Store (Belgium). Apple Inc. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Swift, Jacqui (September 1, 2006). "Birthday release for Beyonce"[image: External link]. The Sun[image: External link]. News International[image: External link]. Retrieved May 15, 2013.


	
^ Mitchell, Gail. "Album Reviews: B'Day"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 15, 2008. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ King, Jason (September 15, 2006). "Beyoncé – B'day (Columbia)". Vibe. InterMedia Partners[image: External link]. ISSN  1070-4701[image: External link].


	
^ Inskeep, Thomas (September 14, 2006). "Beyoncé: B'Day"[image: External link]. Stylus Magazine[image: External link]. Todd Burns. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Dombal, Ryan (June 20, 2006). "Beyoncé: "Déjà Vu (ft. Jay-Z)" "[image: External link]. Pitchfork Media. Ryan Schreiber. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 6, 2008. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Richards, Chris (September 6, 2006). "Beyonce's 'B'Day' Is Nothing to Celebrate"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. The Washington Post Company[image: External link]. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Rosen, Jody (September 1, 2006). "Music Review: B'Day (2006) – Beyoncé Knowles"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Time Inc[image: External link]. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Gill, Jaime (September 7, 2006). "Yahoo! Music Album Review: Beyonce – B'day"[image: External link]. Yahoo! Music. Yahoo!. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2011-07-18. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Pareles, Jon (September 4, 2006). "All That Success Is Hard on a Girl (or Sounds That Way)"[image: External link]. The New York Times. The New York Times Company[image: External link]. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ "49th GRAMMY Nominees Announced"[image: External link]. Grammy.com[image: External link]. National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link]. December 7, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 9, 2007. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ Silverman, Stephen (May 16, 2007). "Beyoncé Leads BET Award Nominations"[image: External link]. People. Time Inc. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ a b "Bailey Rae and Beyoncé lead Mobos"[image: External link]. BBC News. British Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link]. September 20, 2006. Retrieved January 22, 2011.


	
^ "22nd Annual IDMA Nominees & Winners"[image: External link]. Winter Music Conference[image: External link]. 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 5, 2008.


	
^ "Top 10 Singles of the Year"[image: External link]. Rap-Up. Devin Lazerine. December 28, 2006. Retrieved May 15, 2013.


	
^ Boone, John; Cady, Jennifer (January 30, 2013). "Top 10 Best Beyoncé Songs"[image: External link]. E! Online[image: External link]. NBCUniversal[image: External link]. p. 5. Retrieved April 28, 2013.


	
^ Watson, Elijah; Ramirez, Erika (July 2, 2013). "Jay-Z's 20 Biggest Billboard Hits"[image: External link]. p. 1. Retrieved July 7, 2013.


	
^ Caulfield, Keith (May 6, 2011). "Lady Gaga & Beyonce Singles Stall on the Charts: Cause for Alarm?"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Retrieved May 7, 2011.


	
^ Hope, Clover (June 22, 2006). "Hicks Dethrones Shakira On Hot 100"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ Hope, Clover (August 3, 2006). "Furtado Still No. 1 But Beyoncé, Fergie Heat Up"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ "Beyoncé's Billboard Singles Chart Performances"[image: External link]. Allmusic. Rovi Corporation. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ a b c "Beyoncé – Billboard Singles"[image: External link]. Allmusic. Rovi Corporation. Retrieved December 11, 2010.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n "Beyoncé and Jay-Z – Déjà Vu"[image: External link]. hitparade.ch. Hung Medien. Retrieved November 8, 2015.


	
^ "ALL THE No.1's"[image: External link]. The Official Charts Company[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 22, 2008. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ Sexton, Paul (August 28, 2006). "Beyoncé, Snow Patrol Rule U.K. Charts"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ "ARIA Charts – End Of Year Charts – Top 100 Singles 2006"[image: External link]. Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 6, 2013. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ Spera, Keith (June 23, 2006). "Spare Notes"[image: External link]. The Times-Picayune[image: External link]. Advance Publications[image: External link]. Retrieved February 24, 2011.


	
^ "Movies Filmed Here"[image: External link]. OakAlleyPlantation.com. Oak Alley Plantation, Restaurant & Inn. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2 July 2006. Retrieved 15 May 2011.


	
^ PRNewsWire News Release (August 28, 2006). "Beyonce's 'Deja Vu' is an International Smash"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. The New York Times Company. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2011-07-08. Retrieved January 9, 2011.


	
^ "Beyoncé video at top of the TV charts"[image: External link]. RCA Records[image: External link]. July 24, 2006. Retrieved April 4, 2012.


	
^ a b c d MTV News staff (July 24, 2006). "For The Record: Quick News On Beyoncé, Justin Timberlake, Haylie Duff, Jet, Metallica, Nick Lachey & More"[image: External link]. MTV News. MTV Networks. Retrieved February 24, 2011.


	
^ Goodman, Elizabeth (2006-07-26). "Scandal of the Day: Beyoncé Too Skanky For Her Fans?"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone. Wenner Media[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 25, 2009. Retrieved February 24, 2011.


	
^ Moore, Natalie Y. (November 17, 2006). "Beyoncé's Bootyful B'Day"[image: External link]. In These Times[image: External link]. Institute for Public Affairs. Retrieved February 24, 2011.


	
^ a b Parker, Lyndsey (November 23, 2010). "Real Turkeys: The Worst Videos Of All Time"[image: External link]. Yahoo! Music. Yahoo!. Retrieved February 24, 2011.


	
^ "2007 MTV AVMAs winners and nominees"[image: External link]. MusicFix. ninemsn[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-09-21. Retrieved July 5, 2012.


	
^ Keck, William (June 28, 2006). "BET Awards bring the heat"[image: External link]. USA Today. Gannett Company[image: External link]. Retrieved May 15, 2013.


	
^ a b c Weinstein, Farrah (September 8, 2006). "Beyonce, Jay-Z, Christina Put The Rock in Fashion Rocks Concert"[image: External link]. MTV News. MTV Networks. Retrieved January 20, 2011.


	
^ "Beyoncé Performs on Good Morning America"[image: External link]. Rap-Up. Devin Lazerine. September 9, 2006. Retrieved May 15, 2013.


	
^ "Beyoncé". Good Morning America. Season 32. September 8, 2006. American Broadcasting Company.


	
^ "Ellen in Central Park". The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link]. Season 4. Episode 2. September 9, 2006. NBCUniversal[image: External link].


	
^ "Beyoncé Bares All". The Tyra Banks Show[image: External link]. Season 2. Episode 5. September 15, 2006. The CW Television Network[image: External link].


	
^ "Blunt wins two World Music awards"[image: External link]. BBC News. British Broadcasting Corporation. November 16, 2006. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ Venable, Malcolm (July 28, 2007). "Concert review: Beyonce at Hampton Coliseum"[image: External link]. The Virginian-Pilot[image: External link]. Landmark Media Enterprises[image: External link]. Retrieved September 13, 2013.


	
^ a b Aizlewood, John (June 8, 2007). "A night with bold Beyonce"[image: External link]. Daily Mail[image: External link]. Associated Newspapers Ltd[image: External link]. Retrieved May 15, 2013.


	
^ Sources about the wardrobe malfunction during the concert in Toronto, Canada on August 25:

	M. Silverman, Stephen (August 22, 2007). "Beyoncé's 'Wardrobe Malfunction' Explained"[image: External link]. People. Time Inc. Retrieved June 8, 2013.

	Hall, Sarah (August 22, 2007). "NEWS/ Beyoncé's Boobylicious Experience"[image: External link]. E! Online. NBCUniversal. Retrieved June 8, 2013.

	"Beyonce boob-boo a YouTube hit"[image: External link]. Stuff.co.nz[image: External link]. Fairfax New Zealand[image: External link]. August 27, 2007. Retrieved June 8, 2013.





	
^ Powers, Ann[image: External link] (September 2, 2007). "Sticking to her story"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Tribune Company. p. 1. Retrieved April 28, 2011.


	
^ "Beyonce Opens Her US Tour"[image: External link]. New York Post. News Corporation. November 30, 2009. Retrieved September 16, 2013.


	
^ (2009) Album notes for I Am... Yours: An Intimate Performance at Wynn Las Vegas by Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]. Music World Entertainment/Columbia Records.


	
^ "The Beyoncé Experience (Live) (Audio Version)"[image: External link] (in Dutch). iTunes Store (Belgium). Apple Inc[image: External link]. November 19, 2007. Retrieved January 9, 2011.


	
^ Kellman, Andy. "I Am...Yours: An Intimate Performance at Wynn Las Vegas"[image: External link]. Allmusic. Rovi Corporation. Retrieved September 16, 2013.


	
^ "I Am...World Tour"[image: External link] (in Dutch). iTunes Store (Belgium). Apple Inc. November 26, 2010. Retrieved January 9, 2011.


	
^ "Jubilant Jade will represent Britain after winning Eurovision: Your Country Needs You"[image: External link]. Daily Mail. Associated Newspapers Ltd. February 1, 2009. Retrieved May 15, 2013.


	
^ Graham, Adam (May 25, 2011). "Beyonce Dons Her Diva Crown On 'American Idol' Finale"[image: External link]. MTV News. Viacom. Retrieved December 24, 2011.


	
^ B'Day deluxe edition (Media notes). Sony Music BMG Entertainment. 2007.


	
^ "ČNS IFPI"[image: External link] (in Czech). Hitparáda – Radio Top 100 Oficiální. IFPI Czech Republic. Note: insert 200638 into search. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Beyoncé feat. Jay-Z – Déjà Vu Hitlisten.nu[image: External link]" (in Danish). Tracklisten[image: External link]. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Beyonce – Chart history"[image: External link] European Hot 100[image: External link] for Beyonce. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Disque en France - Le classement radio"[image: External link]. SNEP[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-02-07. Retrieved June 3, 2012.


	
^ "Musicline.de – Beyonce Single-Chartverfolgung"[image: External link] (in German). Media Control Charts[image: External link]. PhonoNet GmbH. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Archívum – Slágerlisták – MAHASZ"[image: External link] (in Hungarian). Single (track) Top 40 lista[image: External link]. Magyar Hanglemezkiadók Szövetsége. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Chart Track: Week 34, 2006"[image: External link]. Irish Singles Chart[image: External link]. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Archive Chart: 2006-08-27"[image: External link]. Scottish Singles Top 40[image: External link]. Retrieved June 6, 2015.


	
^ "SNS IFPI"[image: External link] (in Slovak). Hitparáda – Radio Top 100 Oficiálna. IFPI Czech Republic. Note: insert 200641 into search. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Beyonce Ft Jay-z: Artist Chart History"[image: External link] Official Charts Company. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Beyonce – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Hot 100 for Beyonce. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Beyonce – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Adult R&B Songs[image: External link] for Beyonce. Retrieved February 26, 2015.


	
^ "Beyonce – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs for Beyonce. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Beyonce – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Pop Songs for Beyonce. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ "Beyonce – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard Hot Dance Club Songs[image: External link] for Beyonce. Retrieved May 14, 2013.


	
^ a b "Pandora Archive Year End Charts 2006"[image: External link] (PDF). ARIA Charts[image: External link]. Pandora Archive[image: External link]. Retrieved December 15, 2010.


	
^ "Jaaroverzichten 2005 (Flanders)"[image: External link] (in Dutch). Ultratop 50[image: External link]. Hung Medien. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 17, 2013. Retrieved December 15, 2010.


	
^ "Top 100 Single-Jahrescharts (2006)"[image: External link] (in German). offiziellecharts.de. Retrieved May 8, 2015.


	
^ "The best-selling single of 2006 in Italy"[image: External link]. hitparadeitalia.it. Retrieved November 9, 2010.


	
^ "Swiss Year End Charts 2006"[image: External link]. hitparade.ch. Hung Medien. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 7, 2011. Retrieved January 23, 2011.


	
^ "2006's Best-Selling Singles"[image: External link] (PDF). UK Charts Plus[image: External link]. Retrieved July 24, 2013.


	
^ "The Billboard Hot 100 Singles & Tracks – 2006 Year End Charts"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-10-03. Retrieved December 15, 2010.


	
^ "Year End Charts – Radio Songs"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. 2006. Retrieved March 17, 2013.


	
^ "The Billboard Hot R&B/Hip Hop Singles & Tracks – 2006 Year End Charts"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2011-01-12. Retrieved December 15, 2010.


	
^ "The Billboard Pop 100 – 2006 Year End Charts"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-10-03. Retrieved December 15, 2010.


	
^ "British single certifications – Beyoncé – Déjà Vu"[image: External link]. British Phonographic Industry[image: External link]. Retrieved December 21, 2014. Enter Déjà Vu in the field Keywords. Select Title in the field Search by. Select single in the field By Format. Select Silver in the field By Award. Click Search


	
^ "Italian single certifications – Beyonce – Déjà Vu"[image: External link] (in Italian). Federazione Industria Musicale Italiana[image: External link]. Retrieved February 18, 2013. Select Online in the field Sezione. Enter Beyonce in the field Filtra. Select 2009 in the field Anno. The certification will load automatically


	
^ "American single certifications – Beyonce – Déjà Vu"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of America. Retrieved February 18, 2013. If necessary, click Advanced, then click Format, then select Single, then click SEARCH
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Official music video[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]




TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	2006 singles[image: External link]

	Beyoncé songs[image: External link]

	Billboard Dance Club Songs number-one singles[image: External link]

	Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs number-one singles[image: External link]

	Columbia Records singles[image: External link]

	Funk songs[image: External link]

	Jay Z songs[image: External link]

	Music videos directed by Sophie Muller[image: External link]

	Song recordings produced by Rodney Jerkins[image: External link]

	Songs written by Jay Z[image: External link]

	Songs written by Rodney Jerkins[image: External link]

	UK Singles Chart number-one singles[image: External link]

	Songs written by Makeba Riddick[image: External link]

	Songs written by Beyoncé[image: External link]

	Song recordings produced by Beyoncé[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 23 April 2017, at 20:54.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Déjà Vu (Beyoncé song): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9j%C3%A0_Vu_(Beyonc%C3%A9_song) [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=D%C3%A9j%C3%A0_Vu_(Beyonc%C3%A9_song) [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Production

	2 Composition

	3 Release

	4 Critical reception

	5 Chart performance

	6 Music video

	7 Live performances

	8 Cover versions

	9 Track listings and formats

	10 Credits and personnel

	11 Charts

	12 Certifications

	13 See also

	14 References

	15 External links





Irreplaceable





For other uses, see Irreplaceable (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Irreplaceable" is a song recorded by American singer Beyoncé for her second studio album, B'Day (2006). The song was written by Shaffer "Ne-Yo" Smith[image: External link], Tor Erik Hermansen, Mikkel, S. Eriksen[image: External link], Espen Lind, Amund Bjørklund[image: External link], Beyoncé and produced by Stargate[image: External link] and Beyoncé. "Irreplaceable" was originally a country[image: External link] record; it was re-arranged as a mid- tempo[image: External link] ballad[image: External link] with pop and R&B influences by modifying the vocal arrangements and instrumentation. During the production and recording sessions, Beyoncé and Ne-Yo wanted to create a record which people of either gender could relate to. The song's lyrics are about the breakdown of a relationship with an unfaithful man and the song contains a message about female empowerment[image: External link].

Following the moderate chart performances of "Déjà Vu" and "Ring the Alarm", "Irreplaceable" was released internationally on October 23, 2006 as the album's second single[image: External link], and the third in the United States on December 5, 2006. The single was released through Columbia Records. Pitchfork Media[image: External link] and Rolling Stone placed it on their lists of Best Songs of the 2000s. "Irreplaceable" won several awards, including Best R&B/Soul Single at the 2007 Soul Train Music Awards[image: External link]. It was nominated for the Record of the Year award at the 50th Grammy Awards[image: External link].

The single became Beyoncé's fourth number-one in the U.S., was B'Day's most successful release, and remained at the top of the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 chart for ten consecutive weeks. "Irreplaceable" was the twenty-fifth most successful song of the 2000s (decade) in the U.S., and was certified[image: External link] double-platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). It became Beyoncé's second single to achieve 200 million audience impressions in 2006. She is the second singer to achieve this feat in the U.S., the first having been Mariah Carey in 2005. "Irreplaceable" peaked at number one in Australia, at number four in the United Kingdom, and reached the top twenty in several European countries. "Irreplaceable" was 2007's tenth best-selling digital single with over 4.6 million copies sold worldwide.[1]

The single's accompanying music video[image: External link] was directed by Anthony Mandler[image: External link] and served as the debut performance of Beyoncé's all-female band, Suga Mama. The video was included on the 2007 B'Day Anthology Video Album, and a video edit was produced for "Irreemplazable", the Spanish version of the song. It won the Video of the Year award at the 2007 Black Entertainment Television (BET) Awards, and was nominated for the MTV Video Music Award for Video of the Year[image: External link] at the 2007 Awards[image: External link]. "Irreplaceable" has regularly featured in Beyoncé's tours and live performances since 2006. The American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) recognized the song as one of the most performed of 2007 at the ASCAP Pop Music Awards.
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What happens sometimes, is you think about a specific artist and you put them in this box, the song has to be this way or that, and then you're usually confining yourself to the thing they did three years ago.





Tor Erik Hermansen[image: External link], MTV News[image: External link][2]


"Irreplaceable" was written for Chrisette Michele[image: External link].[2][3] Production team Stargate[image: External link] and singer-songwriter Ne-Yo[image: External link] had written for Beyoncé's second album B'Day, but Tor Erik Hermansen of Stargate said that they might not have gone in the direction they did on the song.[2] The tune did not suit Beyoncé's voice, and Ne-Yo wrote the lyrics from a male perspective, although it was not based upon his personal experiences. Ne-Yo wrote the song in the country[image: External link] style, thinking of country singers Shania Twain[image: External link] and Faith Hill during the sessions.[2][4] When Ne-Yo heard them playing the song with a guitar[image: External link], he thought it sounded like country music. But when the drums were incorporated into the music, it was brought to an R&B vibe, and Ne-Yo considered making an R&B-country western music song instead.[4]

When the team worked with Ne-Yo, they recorded the song with a male vocalist. However, they thought a female vocalist would be more suitable,[2] and Ne-Yo also thought that it was empowering for a woman to sing it.[5] Eriksen of Stargate said it was an A&R[image: External link] person who suggested that the song would work better when sung by a woman.[6] Two labels wanted the song.[6] While Beyoncé worked on material for B'Day, she was pleased with the demo[image: External link] of the "Irreplaceable" that was presented to her.[2] However, "Irreplaceable" did not seem to fit on B'Day, which was supposed to be "a hard-hitting club album".[6] Swizz Beatz[image: External link], who was working on the album, declared that Beyoncé would be crazy not to include the song on the record.[6] Beyoncé asked for changes to the song, including the addition of drums, vocal arrangements, and singing in a higher register than the demo.[2] Espen Lind[image: External link] and Amund Bjørklund, from the Norwegian production team Espionage[image: External link], wrote the chord structure[image: External link] and the guitar part.[7] In an interview with MTV, Ne-Yo said, "Beyoncé had some stuff that she wanted to get off her chest",[8] while aiming to make a record that women could relate to, in keeping with the theme of the album.[9]

The recording was engineered by Jim Caruana and mixed by Jason Goldstein at Sony Music Studios[image: External link] in New York City.[7] Goldstein was hired to mix B'Day. He said: "This song was really simple to mix. It was produced by Stargate and the sounds are really good and they all made sense, and there was lots of room for all the instruments."[10] Goldstein used a board equalizer[image: External link] for the drums' treatment. For the acoustic guitars, he used the analogue[image: External link] flanger[image: External link] of a TC 1210[image: External link] spatial expander "to sweeten the sound" and to give them "a little bit more spread".[10] Goldstein thought "Irreplaceable" sounded "a bit old-school"; an eighth note[image: External link] delay[image: External link] echo[image: External link] was placed on the song's lead vocal[image: External link] at 341ms, using the Echo Farm[image: External link] plug-in[image: External link] software.[10] For the backing vocals, Goldstein used Echo Farm with a quarter note[image: External link] delay at 682ms and Sony's Oxford Dynamics compressor[image: External link]/ limiter[image: External link] in dual-mono mode.[10]

The compressor was placed in Classic setting, to emulate the LA-2A[image: External link] leveling amplifier[image: External link], and the Warmth button used to add harmonics. Oxford Dynamics was used for the bass in a different setting. Goldstein passed the final mix through the Oxford EQ and Inflator plug-ins.[10] Pro Tools[image: External link] software was used to print the aux track[image: External link] into a 44.1kHz[image: External link]/ 24-bit[image: External link] CD and then into a 24-bit CD master[image: External link].[10] After the sessions for "Irreplaceable" ended, Hermansen said that "everyone felt they had captured something special and that Beyoncé had done the track justice", but there were still concerns that urban radio might not play the song as it featured acoustic guitars and had more of a pop appeal. "But then it became the biggest urban record ... ever," [Hermansen] said.[2]
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 Songwriting controversy




A controversy arose over the writing credits on "Irreplaceable". Ne-Yo told MTV: "Apparently Beyoncé was at a show somewhere and right before the song came on she said, 'I wrote this for all my ladies' and then the song came on ... The song is a co-write. I wrote the lyrics, I wrote all the lyrics. Beyoncé helped me with the melodies and the harmonies and the vocal arrangement and that makes it a co-write. Meaning my contribution and her contribution made that song what it is."[11] In 2011, Ne-Yo said that he wrote the song for himself, but thought that it would be better suited for Beyoncé, and later regretted giving the song to her.[12] Some of Beyoncé's fans read Ne-Yo's remark as disrespectful towards her.[13] However, he clarified his comment later through Twitter, writing, "I said I originally wrote the song for me. ... Once I realized how the song comes across if sung by a guy, that's when I decided to give it away."[13]
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 Composition




"Irreplaceable" is a mid- tempo[image: External link] ballad[image: External link] with pop and R&B influences.[14] Written in the key[image: External link] of B♭ major[image: External link],[15] the beat is set in common time[image: External link] and moves at a moderate 88 beats per minute.[15] Beyoncé's vocal range[image: External link] in the song spans nearly two and a half octaves[image: External link], from B♭2 to E♭5.[15] While most of the songs on the album are aggressive and uptempo[image: External link], her voice on "Irreplaceable" is toned down.[16] "Irreplaceable" uses a gently strummed acoustic guitar,[17] following the B♭5–F5–Cm7–E♭6/9 chord[image: External link] series.[15] Hermansen and Eriksen combined the classic chord progression on an acoustic guitar, a modern-sounding 808 drum beat and cellos.[2] Al Shipley of Stylus Magazine[image: External link] noted that the guitar strum can be found in Rihanna's 2007 single "Hate That I Love You[image: External link]", a song co-produced by Stargate and Ne-Yo.[18] Rob Sheffield of Rolling Stone wrote that Chris Brown[image: External link]'s 2007 single "With You[image: External link]", another Stargate-produced song, also features the same element.[19] He wrote, "'With You' is the convincer, even if you can instantly tell that producer Stargate was just trying to roll out 'Irreplaceable' one more time."[19] while Billboard magazine wrote that it "leans a bit too heavily" to the song.[20]

Jim DeRogatis of the Chicago Sun-Times wrote that "Irreplaceable" resembles ballads sung by Whitney Houston.[21] Spence D. of IGN[image: External link] wrote that the song was inspired by Aretha Franklin[image: External link]'s work since "Irreplaceable" consists of several variations in gutturals[image: External link] and octave range.[16] The lyrics of "Irreplaceable" concern the breakdown of a woman's relationship with her boyfriend after she discovers his infidelity, and the song "sounds a lot like a statement of independence".[17] Sarah Rodman of The Boston Globe wrote, "With a heretofore unknown grasp of nuance, Beyonce combines heartache, bravado, and anger as she tells a cad he's far from irreplaceable—and that, in fact, her new man will be arriving momentarily."[22] Hermansen said that "Irreplaceable" is a song that "people from all walks of life can enjoy".[2] Beyoncé said that the song is "a little honest",[23] and, "... basically we can't forget our power and our worth. And sometimes you're so in love, you forget that. And sometimes you feel like you're not being appreciated. And sometimes they forget that they can be replaced."[23]

The song's lyrics are constructed in the verse-pre-chorus-chorus form.[15] It begins with guitar strumming, and Beyoncé sings the hook[image: External link]- intro[image: External link], "To the left, to the left: everything you own in a box to the left".[17][24] In bar seven, she sings the first verse, arguing with her boyfriend about the indifference of their relationship, and tells him to walk away. The pre-chorus and chorus follow, "You must not know 'bout me ... I can have another you by tomorrow / I could have another you in a minute ... Don't you ever for a second get to thinking / You're irreplaceable". In the second verse, Beyoncé recollects the moment she discovered her boyfriend's infidelity. The same pattern leads to the second chorus. Towards the end, Beyoncé sings the bridge[image: External link], where she tells her lover, "Replacing you is so easy". The song closes with an ad-libbed[image: External link] chorus.[17] The Boston Globe noted that Beyoncé sings some parts of it in a higher register "that complements the lyrics' wounded sensibility".[22]
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 Release




During the production of "Irreplaceable", Hermansen thought that the track would not receive radio play because of the acoustic guitars, and deemed the song too pop-oriented. Hermansen did not expect "Irreplaceable" to conform to any genre. Despite his prediction, the song became successful on urban[image: External link] charts. It was played in New York and on country radio stations. Shortly after the release of "Irreplaceable", Beyoncé told MTV: "I love 'Irreplaceable'. I think it's important to have those songs. I've had so many people come up to me in tears, saying, 'I experienced my first breakup. If it wasn't for the song, I wouldn't be strong enough to not call. I wouldn't know how much I'm worth.' I'm happy to be a part of that."[2]

"Irreplaceable" was released in the United Kingdom on October 23, 2006, as the second single there.[25] In the US, "Irreplaceable" was the third single from B'Day', and followed "Ring the Alarm".[2] The single was released on December 5, 2006, and featured the album and instrumental versions of the track.[26] "Irreplaceable" was the second single released from B'Day in international markets on Columbia Records. Two versions of the single were released in the UK on October 26, 2006. A CD single[image: External link], which featured the album version of "Irreplaceable", and the Freemasons[image: External link] club mix radio edit of "Ring the Alarm", was released. An enhanced CD[image: External link], which included the album version, three remixes of "Ring the Alarm", and the "Ring the Alarm" music video, was also released.[27] A 12" single[image: External link] was released in the UK the following week.[27] In Australia, a maxi single[image: External link], which featured the album version and two remixes of "Déjà Vu", was released on December 5, 2006.[28] A Maurice Joshua[image: External link] remix edit of the song was released in Australia two weeks later.[29]

Beyoncé recorded a Spanish version of the song, called "Irreemplazable", with additional lyrical contributions from Rudy Pérez[image: External link] and was included on the second disc of the deluxe edition of B'Day released on June 12, 2007.[30][31] An Irreemplazable EP was released in the US on August 28, 2007,[32] and on September 10, 2007, in the UK.[33] The EP includes "Irreemplazable", the Norteña[image: External link] Remix of "Irreplaceable", "Amor Gitano[image: External link]", three versions of "Beautiful Liar", the Timbaland[image: External link] remix of "Get Me Bodied" featuring Voltio[image: External link], and "Oye", the Spanish version of "Listen".[32][33] As a fundraiser for the 2011 earthquake[image: External link] in the Tōhoku region[image: External link] of Japan, a compilation album that included "Irreplaceable", called Songs for Japan[image: External link], was released on March 25, 2011.[34]
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 Critical reception




Jody Rosen of Entertainment Weekly noted "Irreplaceable" to be "a lilting tune unlike anything Beyoncé has ever performed".[35] Sarah Rodman of The Boston Globe wrote that the song is "gentle but maddeningly hook-y".[22] Spence Abbott of IGN wrote that "Irreplaceable" and "Resentment" go for "a much more traditional contemporary R&B vibe" than any of the previous tracks on B'Day, making them stand out as if they were recorded separately from the rest of the album.[16]

Roger Friedman of Fox News Channel wrote that "Irreplaceable" is a "clever ballad" and the most memorable track on B'Day. He added that it has the most potential of catching on with fans quickly, and that it is the only song on the album that "you might actually want to sing along to".[36] Mike Joseph of PopMatters[image: External link] commented that "'Irreplaceable' tellingly, was co-written by Ne-Yo, who may not be the powerhouse vocalist Beyonce is, but has significantly stronger songwriting skills. It's the best song on the album—perhaps Ms. Knowles should take a hint."[24] Tim Finney of Pitchfork Media[image: External link], called "Irreplaceable" the best song on B'Day and praised its overall production,[37] writing:


Before, Beyoncé's approach to heartbreak was always literal, her voice and her words declaiming her feelings with a studied earnestness that at times was difficult to believe, let alone connect with. 'Irreplaceable' is the first song in which Beyoncé lies to herself, and the way her voice perfectly betrays that lie (revealing a giveaway tremble in the stiff upper lip of the lyrics) simultaneously renders it her most sophisticated and her most honest performance to date.[37]
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 Recognition and accolades




Mark Edward Nero ranked it as the ninth best R&B song of 2006, and wrote, "This song has modern-day classic written all over it."[38] The Village Voice[image: External link] listed it 18 on their list of best songs of 2006.[39] Staff members of Pitchfork Media ranked the song on their list of The Top 100 Tracks of 2006 at number 45.[40] Shaheem Reid, Jayson Rodriguez and Rahman Dukes of MTV News placed the song at number 3 on their year-end list of 27 Essential R&B Songs of 2007.[41]

In 2009, Ryan Schreiber ranked "Irreplaceable" at number 183 on his list of Top 500 Tracks of the 2000s (decade).[42] Barry Schwartz of Stylus Magazine wrote that "Irreplaceable" recaptured Beyoncé's 2003 debut single "Crazy in Love"'s near-perfection, describing it as "gentle but defiant", and further wrote, "Through some breezy strums and a sweet plaintive melody Beyonce delivers her most genuinely emotional vocal to date, equal parts vulnerable, upset, pissed off, vindictive, resigned, and apathetic."[43] Rolling Stone ranked the song at number 60 on its list of 100 Best Songs of the 2000s.[44]

"Irreplaceable" won the award for Best R&B/Soul Single, Female, at the 2007 Soul Train Music Award[image: External link],[45] and the 'Favorite Song' award at the 2007 Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link].[46] It was nominated for the Grammy Award for Record of the Year in the 2008 Grammy Awards[image: External link],[47] and Song of the Year at the VH1 Soul Vibe awards.[48] "Irreplaceable" was recognized as one of the five most-performed songs of 2007 by the ASCAP Pop Music Awards.[49]
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 Chart performance




"Irreplaceable" entered various charts worldwide, and became the most successful single released from B'Day. The single debuted on the US Billboard Hot 100 chart on November 4, 2006, at number eighty-seven.[50] It climbed the charts rapidly because of its radio airplay, and it was Greatest Airplay Gainer certification for six consecutive weeks by early December 2006.[51][52] Three weeks after the release of "Irreplaceable", B'Day re-entered the top ten on the US Billboard 200 chart.[2] The single reached number one on December 16, becoming Beyoncé's fourth number one single as a solo artist,[53] and her second in 2006, following "Check on It[image: External link]" (2005). The single spent ten consecutive weeks at number one[51] and was replaced by Nelly Furtado[image: External link]'s "Say It Right[image: External link]" (2006) on February 24, 2007.[54] The feat was achieved after Kanye West's 2005 single, "Gold Digger[image: External link]" featuring Jamie Foxx, spent ten weeks at the top spot.[54] "Irreplaceable" outperformed "Baby Boy"'s nine-weeks at number one. Beyoncé's former group Destiny's Child's 2000 single "Independent Women Part I" remained at number one for eleven weeks late in 2000 and early in 2001.[54] "Irreplaceable" remained on the chart for thirty weeks, has sold over 3,139,000 paid digital downloads in the US as of October 2012 according to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link],[55] and was certified[image: External link] double-platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).[56] It was additionally certified triple-platinum, denoting sales of three million master ringtones.[57]

According to Mediabase[image: External link] "Irreplaceable" passed the 200 million audience impressions mark on December 11, 2006.[58] Another single of Beyoncé, "Check on It" previously passed this mark on January 31, 2006.[58] Consequently, Beyoncé became the second singer to achieve this in the United States, the first having been Mariah Carey whose two singles, "We Belong Together" (2005) and "Shake It Off[image: External link]" (2005), passed the same audience impressions mark in 2005.[58] "Irreplaceable" stayed at number one on the US Hot 100 Airplay[image: External link] for eleven consecutive weeks,[59] and was the best-performing US single of 2007, topping the Billboard Top Hot 100 Hits[image: External link].[60][61] "Irreplaceable" installed Beyoncé at third place for the most number one singles by a female songwriter, overtaking Janet Jackson and Carole King and tying Diane Warren for nine number-one singles. Beyoncé received three song-writing credits in one year, the only woman to achieve this since King in 1971 and Carey in 1991.[62] In February 2010, the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) listed "Irreplaceable" as the highest certified master ringtone of the 2000s decade by a female solo artist.[63] By August 2011, the single had sold over three million digital downloads in the United States.[64] "Irreemplazable" charted equally well, peaking at number four on the Hot Latin Songs[image: External link].[65] The EP appeared on the Latin Pop Albums[image: External link] at number two, Top Latin Albums[image: External link] at number three, Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] at number forty-one and on the Billboard 200 at number 105.[66][67]

"Irreplaceable" debuted at number eight on the Australian ARIA[image: External link] Singles Chart, and peaked at number one for three consecutive weeks, becoming Beyoncé's first and only number one single in Australia. It was certified platinum by the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA), denoting shipment of 70,000 copies.[68] "Irreplaceable" appeared twice on the ARIA year-end charts, reaching number twenty-three in 2006,[69] and number forty-two in 2007.[70] "Irreplaceable" debuted at number three on November 6, 2006, on the New Zealand Singles Chart, the song's highest entry on any chart. It peaked at number one, and remained on the chart for eighteen weeks.[71] It was later certified Platinum by the RIANZ.[72] "Irreplaceable" peaked within the top fifteen in several European singles charts. It peaked at number four on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link], spending 12 weeks in the top 20 and 25 weeks on the chart. It was Beyoncé's fifth longest-charting single, and spent more weeks on the chart than her number-one singles "Crazy in Love" and "Déjà Vu" but slightly less than her recent hits "If I Were a Boy", "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)", "Halo" and "Sweet Dreams". On the UK iTunes chart, "Irreplaceable" is currently Beyoncé's most downloaded on I Am... Sasha Fierce single and still ranks in the top 30 of R&B/Soul songs.[73] Due to a performance of "Irreplaceable" at the 2011 Glastonbury Festival by Beyoncé on June 26, 2011, the song made a re-entry in the top 40 of the UK Singles Chart, entering at number thirty-three.[74][75] "Irreplaceable" was 2007's tenth best-selling digital single with over 4.6 million copies sold worldwide.[1]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music video




"Irreplaceable" was directed[image: External link] by Anthony Mandler[image: External link], who co-directed the video of "Get Me Bodied". The video features the debut performance of Beyoncé's all-female band, Suga Mama, who also appeared in the "Green Light" music video. Her acting-then-ex-boyfriend in the video is model Bobby Roache[image: External link], who played police officer for the "Ring the Alarm" music video and warrior during Jay-Z[image: External link] and Beyoncé's live performance at the 2006 Fashion Rocks show.[76] The video was included on the 2007 B'Day Anthology Video Album, and a video edit was produced for "Irreemplazable". Part of the video which shows Beyoncé dancing in silhouette in front of a glass door is inspired by a James Bond[image: External link] movie.[77] Late in January 2008, "Irreemplazable" premiered on the MiTRL, a video countdown show on the bilingual channel MTV Tr3s.[78]

The music video follows the storyline of the song's lyrics. "She told me to pack up all my stuff, I'm getting kicked out—the video starts off like that", said Roache.[76] It opens with Beyoncé filing her nails in silence, as her ex-partner packs up his property, as Beyoncé orders him to leave. Mid-way in the video, Beyoncé follows her then-ex-boyfriend outside the house and leans on a 2007 Jaguar XK[image: External link]. She appears to be pretentiously caressing him; only for the audience to find out that she is repossessing things she bought for him. He leaves her and the car, about to ride off in a taxi. Between cuts, Beyoncé manages herself in front of a mirror; putting on a lipstick, wearing huge curlers and a high-waisted skirt. There are additional beats mixed to the arrangement for the video version that can be heard, when Beyoncé sings with her all-female band, Suga Mama, towards the end. It ends with Beyoncé greeting her new boyfriend at the front door.

At the 2007 Black Entertainment Television (BET) Awards, Beyoncé won Video of the Year Award for "Irreplaceable", an award for which "Beautiful Liar" was also nominated.[79] It was nominated for Video of the Year during the 2007 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link],[80] but it lost to Rihanna's single, " Umbrella[image: External link]" (2007).[81] At the 2007 Soul Train Music Awards, the video was nominated for the Michael Jackson Award for Best R&B/Soul or Rap Music Video[image: External link], but lost to rapper (and husband) Jay-Z's "Show Me What You Got[image: External link]" video.[45][82] The video received two nominations for Best Female Artist and Video of the Year at the 2007 MTV Australia Video Music Awards[image: External link].[83]
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 Live performances




Beyoncé performed "Irreplaceable" during various public appearances, including the 2006 American Music Awards[image: External link],[84] The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link],[85] the Today Show.[86]

The song was a part of Beyoncé's set list for her tour The Beyoncé Experience and I Am... World Tour[image: External link].[87][88][89] "Irreplaceable" was the closing song during her 2007 The Beyoncé Experience world tour. It was performed late in the set on earlier tour dates, but when Beyoncé embarked on the US leg, it was performed earlier in the show.[90] Beyoncé performed "Irreplaceable" during her Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live revue[image: External link].[91]

Beyoncé has performed "Irreplaceable" without backup dancers or live instrumentation,[90] or in another case, Beyoncé was accompanied by two drummers, two keyboardists, a percussionist, a horn section, three backup vocalists called the Mamas, and the lead guitarist, Bibi McGill.[92] Footage of Beyoncé's performance at the Staples Center[image: External link], Los Angeles was included on The Beyoncé Experience Live! DVD (2007),[93] and the deluxe edition of I Am... World Tour (2010).[94] According to NME, "'Irreplaceable' [at the Glastonbury Festival] sparked a mass singalong, with the crowd taking the lead on the entire first verse."[95] Following the performance of "Irreplaceable" at the Glastonbury Festival, the song was digitally released in the UK and the US on June 27, 2011, as charity single to raise funds for Oxfam[image: External link], WaterAid[image: External link] and Greenpeace[image: External link].[96][97] This version charted at number twenty-six on the UK Singles Chart and seven on the UK Indie Chart[image: External link] for the week ending July 9, 2011.[75]
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 Cover versions




American band Sleigh Bells[image: External link] recorded an acoustic cover of the song during their Maida Vale sessions[image: External link] and released it Zane Lowe[image: External link]'s BBC Radio 1[image: External link] show on March 6, 2012.[98][99] A writer of Billboard magazine commented that their cover was "ethereal".[99] Ray Rahman of Entertainment Weekly described the cover as "really good!... Krauss also has a teen-pop background thanks to her Rubyblue days, so it's actually not that surprising that she can find her away around a Top 40 single so well."[100] However, Maura Johnston of The Village Voice[image: External link] gave a negative review for the cover, saying: "Krauss sighs her way through the song, turning her voice into a mew that sounds like she was trying to sing along with the radio while not being heard by her roommates or anyone else outside of a six-inch radius... Also, some of the guitar chords are a bit off.... it's sorta disappointing."[101]

The song was covered by Patricia Tumulak[image: External link] of Eat Bulaga![image: External link] for the album of the same title.

A parody version, performed by the South African group Woman2Woman went viral in January 2017 after an appearance on SABC3 The Expresso Show. It features the group performing the song in an exaggerated Cape-Malay[image: External link]-accent with some of the lyrics rewritten to suit the Cape Flats[image: External link] vibe.The idea of this was the brain child of Ramaine Barreiro-Lloyd.Huffington Post journalist Alexandra Willis did an article about The "Irreplaceable singers" The trio also did a cover of Pink's 'Dear Mr President' which was shown on Channel 24.The Woman2Woman concerts in October raised 10000 Rands for Cansa in female Cancer awareness month. Felicity Kiran, Lauren-Lee Bock and Anray Amansure are solo artists in their own right.
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 Track listings and formats







	

	US Remixes – EP[102]




	"Irreplaceable" (Ralphi Rosario & Craig J Radio Mix) – 4:08

	"Irreplaceable" (Ralphi Rosario & Craig J Club Mix) – 8:51

	"Irreplaceable" (Ralphi Rosario Dub) – 9:27

	"Irreplaceable" (Maurice Joshua Radio Mix) – 4:05

	"Irreplaceable" (Maurice Joshua Club Mix) – 7:06

	"Irreplaceable" (Featuring Ghostface Killah) – 4:45

	"Irreplaceable" (DJ Speedy Remix) – 4:20




	Australian EP[28]




	"Irreplaceable" (Album Version) – 3:47

	"Déjà Vu" (Freemasons Club Mix) – 8:05

	"Déjà Vu" (The Remix) – 3:54




	

	German Basic single[103]




	"Irreplaceable" (Album Version) – 3:47

	"Ring the Alarm" (Freemasons Club Mix Radio Edit) – 3:27




	German Premium CD-single




	"Irreplaceable" (Album Version) – 3:48

	"Ring the Alarm" (Freemasons Club Mix Radio Edit) – 3:26

	"Ring the Alarm" (Karmatronic Remix) – 3:10

	"Ring the Alarm" (Tranzformas Remix featuring Collie Buddz) – 4:12

	"Ring the Alarm" (Enhanced Musicvideo)
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 Credits and personnel




Credits are taken from B'Day liner notes.[7]




	

	Vocals by Beyoncé Knowles

	Written and composed by Ne-Yo[image: External link], Beyoncé (melodies and harmonies),[11] Mikkel S. Eriksen, Tor Erik Hermansen, Espen Lind and Amund Bjorklund

	Produced by Stargate and Beyoncé

	Co-Produced by Ne-Yo

	A&R: Max Gousse (Music World Productions Inc.)

	Recording by Jim Caruana

	Assistant: Rob Kinelski








	

	Mixing by Jason Goldstein

	Guitars: Espen Lind[image: External link]


	All other instruments: Eriksen and Hermansen
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 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2006–07)
	Peak

position



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[104]

	1



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[105]

	11



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[106]

	13



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[107]

	25



	
Canadian Hot 100[image: External link][108]

	2



	
Czech Airplay Chart[image: External link][109]

	4



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[110]

	9



	Europe (European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link])[111]

	7



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[112]

	10



	France Radio Chart ( SNEP[image: External link])[113]

	3



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[114]

	11



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40[image: External link])[115]

	1



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[116]

	1



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[117]

	10



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[118]

	3



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ[image: External link])[119]

	1



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[120]

	8



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[121]

	5



	South Korea International Singles ( Gaon[image: External link])[122]

	62



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[123]

	19



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[124]

	9



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[125]

	4



	US Billboard Hot 100[126]

	1



	US Adult R&B Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[127]

	11



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs (Billboard)[128]

	1



	US Hot Dance Club Play[image: External link] (Billboard)[129]

	1



	US Hot Latin Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[130]

	10



	US Pop Songs (Billboard)[131]

	1



	US Pop 100[image: External link] (Billboard)[132]

	1



	US Adult Contemporary[image: External link] (Billboard)[133]

	10



	US Rhythmic Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[132]

	1



	Venezuela Pop Rock (Record Report[image: External link])[134]

	4
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 Other versions





	Irreemplazable (Spanglish version)





	Chart (2007)
	Peak

position



	US Latin Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[135]

	4



	European Hot 100 Singles[136]

	100



	
Finnish Singles Chart[image: External link][137]

	13



	
German Singles Chart[image: External link][138]

	78



	
Italian Singles Chart[image: External link][139]

	3





	Irreplaceable (Live at Glastonbury)





	Chart (2011)
	Peak

position



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[75]

	26



	UK Indie Chart (Official Charts Company)[140]

	7
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2006)
	Position



	
Australian Singles Chart[image: External link][141]

	23



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[141]

	16



	Irish Singles Chart[142]

	17



	Swedish Singles Chart[143]

	88



	Swiss Singles Chart[144]

	96



	UK Singles Chart[145]

	29



	Chart (2007)
	Position



	Australian Singles Chart[146]

	42



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[146]

	19



	Dutch Top 40[147]

	99



	French Airplay Chart[148]

	67



	German Singles Chart[149]

	79



	Hungarian Airplay Chart[150]

	44



	Italian Singles Chart[151]

	53



	UK Singles Chart[152]

	120



	US Billboard Hot 100[153]

	1



	US Adult Contemporary Songs[154]

	24



	US Hot 100 Airplay[155]

	1



	US Hot Digital Songs[156]

	9



	US Hot Dance Club Play Songs[157]

	43



	US Hot R&B/Hip Hop Songs[158]

	7



	US Hot Ringtones[159]

	6



	US Hot Singles Sales[160]

	3



	US Pop 100[161]

	3



	US Rhythmic Airplay[162]

	8



	World (IFPI Top Selling Digital Songs)[1]

	10



	Chart (2012)
	Position



	South Korea Gaon International Chart[163]

	173





	Irreemplazable (Spanglish version)





	Chart (2007)
	Position



	Italian Singles Chart[151]

	89



	US Hot Latin Songs[164]

	49
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 Decade-end charts






	Chart (2000–09)
	Position



	US Billboard Hot 100[165]

	25



	US Hot R&B/Hip Hop Songs[166]

	45



	US Ringtone Songs[167]

	7



	US Pop Songs[168]

	40
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 All-time charts






	Chart
	Position



	US Ringtone Songs[167]

	3



	US Ringtone Songs (Female)[167]

	1
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[169]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[170]

	Gold
	7,500^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[72]

	Platinum
	10,000*




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[171]

	Platinum
	600,000^




	United States (RIAA)[172]

	2× Platinum
	3,263,000[173]




	Mastertone



	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[174]

	Platinum
	40,000^




	United States (RIAA)[172]

	3× Platinum
	3,000,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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Beautiful Liar





This article is about the song by Beyoncé and Shakira. For VIXX LR[image: External link]'s album, see Beautiful Liar (EP)[image: External link].

"Beautiful Liar" is a song recorded by American singer Beyoncé and Colombian[image: External link] singer Shakira. It was written by Beyoncé, Amanda Ghost[image: External link], Ian Dench[image: External link], and Stargate[image: External link] members Mikkel S. Eriksen and Tor Erik Hermansen, and produced by Stargate and Beyoncé for the re-release of Beyoncé's second solo album, B'Day (2006). The mixing of the song was done by Gustavo Celis[image: External link]. "Beautiful Liar" was released on March 14, 2007, by Columbia Records as the first single from the deluxe edition of the album. A Spanish and English mixed version of the song was produced and titled "Bello Embustero".

"Beautiful Liar" is a mid-tempo song; musically, it is a melding of Shakira's Latin[image: External link] and Middle Eastern[image: External link] styles with Beyoncé's contemporary hip hop and R&B styles. Its theme is female empowerment; two female protagonists sing about being charmed by the same man, but instead of fighting over him, both ladies agree that he is not worth their time. The song was well received by music critics, who praised generally Beyoncé's and Shakira's collaboration. "Beautiful Liar" was nominated for Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals at the 50th Grammy Awards[image: External link] and the Spanish version was nominated for Record of the Year[image: External link] at the Latin Grammy Awards of 2007[image: External link]. It won an Ivor Novello Awards[image: External link] for Best-Selling British Song in 2008.

"Beautiful Liar" was commercially successful. It peaked at number three on the US Billboard Hot 100 chart and experienced the largest upward movement on that chart until 2008. The song peaked at number one in many European countries, including France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Its accompanying music video was directed by Jake Nava[image: External link], incorporates belly dancing[image: External link] moves. "Beautiful Liar" won the Most Earthshattering Collaboration award at the 2007 MTV Video Music Award. The song was included on Beyoncé's set list[image: External link] during her 2007 The Beyoncé Experience world tour.
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 Conception and recording




"Beautiful Liar" was written by Mikkel S. Eriksen, Tor Erik Hermansen[image: External link], Amanda Ghost[image: External link], Ian Dench[image: External link], and Beyoncé. It was produced by Eriksen and Hermansen using their stage name, Stargate, and Beyoncé.[1] Eriksen told Sound on Sound[image: External link], "This song is very simple. Most of the time we have more chords in a song, because we find it hard writing a great song on just one chord. But if you do it right, you can make it work, and this song is an example."[2] The track had already been written in 2006. Eriksen and Hermansen played it to their manager, Tyran Smith[image: External link], who said that it would be perfect for a duet between Shakira and Beyoncé.[2] Eriksen and Hermansen considered this to be impossible, however Smith was devoted to that idea. As they had no lyric or top melody, various writers attempted to finish the song.[2] The first three attempts were not satisfactory, and Smith put Eriksen and Hermansen to work together with Ghost and Dench, who wrote a significant part of the lyrics and the melody.[2]

"Beautiful Liar" initially had a Spanish title and different lyrics.[2] Hermansen re-titled it when he heard the line "beautiful liar" in one of the verses.[2] When the production of the song was almost completed, it was presented to Beyoncé, who approved it.[2] She added a few lines to the lyrics and recorded a solo version a few months before the release of the deluxe edition of B'Day (2006). Beyoncé confirmed that she would perform a duet with Shakira in an interview for Univision[image: External link] in December 2006.[3] In another interview for MTV News[image: External link], Beyoncé said that she met Shakira several times at various awards shows, and they talked about plans to collaborate on a song as they are both fans of each other and respect each other's work.[4][5] Beyoncé said that she was very happy that they were able to work together after waiting for years.[4]

When Beyoncé invited her to record a song for the re-release of Beyoncé's studio second album, B'Day, Shakira was touring and consequently had difficulties to match her schedule with Beyoncé's.[2] A few months later, Shakira agreed to sing on the track. As she recorded her vocals, the songwriters and producers added the ethnic strings and percussion break.[2] Beyoncé and Shakira recorded their vocals in different studios;[5] "Beautiful Liar" was recorded at Sony Music Studios[image: External link] and Battery Studios in New York City, La Marimonda in Nassau, Bahamas, The Hit Factory[image: External link] in Miami, Florida, and Futura Productions in Boston, Massachusetts.[1]
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 Composition




"Beautiful Liar" is a contemporary R&B and pop song, which is written in the key[image: External link] of G Phrygian dominant[image: External link], and set in common time[image: External link] at a tempo[image: External link] of 96 beats per minute[image: External link]. Beyoncé's vocal range[image: External link] spans from G3 to B♭5.[7] Anna Pickard of The Guardian found elements of Latino[image: External link] and bounce music[image: External link].[8] The song opens with Shakira's vocals accompanied by a piping, Middle Eastern[image: External link] figure, later joined by a mariachi[image: External link]-flavored horn section[image: External link].[9] Groaning noises can be heard in the background which complement the melody. The names of the two singers are then heard: "Bee on say, be-on-SAY! Sha kee ra, Sha-ki-RA".[8] The verses are sung on a mid-tempo, strutting, hip-thrusting arrangement, accented by rapid, flamenco[image: External link]-like hand claps[image: External link] and guitar strums.[9] The song also features Persian[image: External link] instruments such as, oud[image: External link] and ney[image: External link].[1]

Lyrically, "Beautiful Liar" speaks about two women who chose not to end a friendship because of a man who has cheated both of them.[8] Its theme is one of female independence.[6] Beyoncé told MTV News that "Beautiful Liar" is about female empowerment, in keeping with the theme of the album: "It's about a guy who's kind of playing both of us, and instead of us arguing over the guy we say, 'Forget him. Let's stick together. He's a beautiful liar."[4] The chorus features the lines, "Let's not kill the karma, let's not start a fight" with the female protagonists bonding in their mutual betrayal.[9] Beyoncé and Shakira sing with staccato[image: External link], intense vocal approach throughout the song. Beyoncé sings the lines "I didn't know about you then, till I saw you with him again" earnestly while Shakira later adds "I walked in on your love scene, slow dancing".[9] In the end, the female protagonists conclude, "we can live without him", referring to their cheating lover.[9]
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 Release




"Beautiful Liar" was leaked onto the internet and appeared as an unpaid download in early February 2007.[10] The song was sent to radio stations in the United States on February 12, 2007; it was added to rhythmic contemporary[image: External link],[11] contemporary hit radio[image: External link],[12] and urban contemporary[image: External link] playlists.[13] "Beautiful Liar" was released as a CD Single[image: External link] in Australia on March 14, 2007,[14] and on April 16, 2007, in the United Kingdom[15] where it was released as a digital download[image: External link] two days earlier.[16][17] In Europe, the song was released as a digital EP on April 14, 2007, and a maxi single[image: External link] on April 20, 2007.[18][19] "Beautiful Liar" was later serviced as a digital EP in the UK and the US on May 20, 2007.[20][21] Different versions of the song were produced; Puerto Rican[image: External link] reggaeton[image: External link] artist Don Omar[image: External link] recorded verses for one of the song's remixes,[22] but this was not released. In the UK, most radio stations, including Radio 1[image: External link] played an up-beat dance remix[image: External link] of "Beautiful Liar" by the Freemasons[image: External link] instead of the original mix.[23] Celis produced and mixed a Spanish-language version,[5] titled "Bello Embustero", with additional lyrical contributions by Rudy Pérez[image: External link].[24] The Spanish version appeared on some regional releases of the deluxe edition of B'Day in late May 2007.[1][25]
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 Critical response




Nick Levine of Digital Spy awarded "Beautiful Liar" three stars out of five and wrote that it "isn't as ridiculously overblown" as previous collaborations of Whitney Houston and Mariah Carey on "When You Believe" (1998) and Barbra Streisand[image: External link] and Celine Dion on "Tell Him[image: External link]" (1997).[26] However, he added that "it's as calculated as a wannabe page 3 model's decision to have a boob job", and that an accompanying music video[image: External link] will keep fans happy.[26] Ben Sisario of The New York Times called it a "steamy track".[27] Richard Cromelin of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] wrote that the singers "have fun with the grand soap-operatics" of the song adding that "Beautiful Liar" has "cultural as well as musical resonance, furthering Beyonce's bilingual agenda".[9] Chris Willman of Entertainment Weekly wrote that the song "is a minor letdown; Shakira's voice is too like Beyoncé's for a truly complementary tango".[28] On April 26, 2011, Gary Trust of Billboard magazine listed "Beautiful Liar" at the fourth position on his list of the 10 All-Female Hit Collaborations, calling it a "female-bonding boy-bashing anthem".[29] Erika Ramirez and Jason Lipshutz of the same publication ranked the song at number 22 on their list of "Beyonce's 30 Biggest Billboard Hits".[30] In 2014, Emily Exton of VH1 placed the track on her list of Shakira's best duets, calling it a "sexy ode to the men we know we can't trust" and praising both singers for their complementing vocal performance.[31]

The song was nominated for Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals at the 50th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link].[32] Its Spanish version was nominated at the 8th Annual Latin Grammy Award[image: External link] for Record of the Year[image: External link].[33] In Europe, "Beautiful Liar" won the Best-Selling British Song at the 2008 Ivor Novello Awards[image: External link]. It was deemed eligible for the award because British songwriters Amanda Ghost and Ian Dench had worked on it.[34][35]
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 Chart performance




Immediately after its release, "Beautiful Liar" reached number one on the iTunes[image: External link] best-seller list in March 2007.[27] The song debuted at number 94 on the US Billboard Hot 100 chart; most sales were digital downloads[image: External link]. The following week, it rose 91 positions to number three after 150,000 download copies were sold; this set a record for the largest upward movement in the history of the Hot 100 chart, until it was surpassed by Britney Spears's 2008 single " Womanizer[image: External link]", and Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]'s 2009 single "My Life Would Suck Without You[image: External link]".[36] On the US Pop 100[image: External link] chart, "Beautiful Liar" rose from number 77 to number three. It is one of the few singles to debut at number one on both the US Hot Digital Tracks[image: External link] chart and US Hot Digital Songs[image: External link] chart.[37] In mid-May, the song peaked at number one on the US Hot Singles Sales[image: External link], becoming the fifth single from B'Day to accomplish this feat. "Beautiful Liar" was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) in February 2009, denoting shipment of one million copies.[38] As of March 2014, it has sold over 1,419,000 paid digital downloads in the US.[39]

Outside the US, "Beautiful Liar" reached number one in 32 countries.[40] In the UK, the Freemasons[image: External link] remixed version of the song was widely promoted by radio stations, including BBC Radio 1,[41] where it was put on the A-List. Two weeks before the CD release, the song debuted on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] at number 10, based solely on downloads sales, which accumulated to 37,500 units in its first week. It became both Beyoncé's and Shakira's highest debut on the UK Singles Chart based on digital sales alone.[16] After the physical release, "Beautiful Liar" reached number one,[42][43] becoming Beyoncé's third UK number one single, and Shakira's second. It remained at number one for three weeks.[16] On June 20, 2007, the song was certified gold by the British Phonographic Industry[image: External link] (BPI), denoting sales of 400,000 copies.[44] "Beautiful Liar" was 2007's 12th biggest-selling single in the UK.[45] As of September 2014, the single has sold 430,000 units in the UK.[46] In Australia, the song reached number five, and was the country's 51st best-performing single in 2007.[47] The Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA) certified "Beautiful Liar" platinum, denoting shipment of 70,000 copies.[48] It debuted at number one on the New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link],[49] and topped the Irish Singles Chart[image: External link].[50]
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 Music video




The music video for "Beautiful Liar" was directed by Jake Nava[image: External link], who directed several of Beyoncé's other videos. It was filmed over two days, during the two-week production of B'Day Anthology Video Album. Because of a busy schedule, the production team did not have enough time for the choreography.[51] The dance sequences were choreographed spontaneously and the routines were rehearsed in forty minutes. Beyoncé learned some of the choreography from Shakira, who created most of them and taught Beyoncé some belly dancing[image: External link] moves.[52] Beyoncé originated the idea of playing a lookalike after an experience when she saw a boy dancing, and thought he was performing before a mirror, but realized he was dancing with another person.[5] The music video premiered on Total Request Live[image: External link] on February 28, 2007.[53]

The first half of the video features Beyoncé and Shakira in separate scenes. It begins with the women's faces masked by smoke. As the video progresses they are featured against several different backgrounds, including dawn (Beyoncé) and dusk (Shakira); sheets blown in the wind; bamboo covered with yellow orchids[image: External link]; a room with blue neon lighting and Avestan[image: External link] writing on the walls; and a background of stormy weather. Slow dance moves and belly dancing, during a breakdown after the bridge, are featured throughout the video. The women wear matching hairstyles and black outfits for the entirety of the video.[8]

Alex Denney of Yahoo! Music wrote that the dance moves of Beyoncé and Shakira in the video were convincing and erotic "without reaching the point of tackiness."[54] He added that the music video "is a real treat for men and women alike. The catchy beat and their lithe, sexy dance just provides an amazing entertaining video."[54] Nick Levine of Digital Spy praised the "gratuitous belly-wiggling" choreography in the video.[26] James Montgomery of MTV News noted that the music video "is enough to give you whiplash" due to Beyoncé's and Shakira's dance abilities.[55] Sal Cinquemani of Slant Magazine praised the scene during the bridge of the song, where Beyoncé and Shakira "begin mirroring each other's movements".[56] Anna Pickard of The Guardian praised the clothes of the singers, saying that they matched their "mighty curves", but criticized Beyoncé's dancing throughout the video.[8] Erin Strecker of Billboard noted how the clip "taught us all just how perfectly seductive the two could be".[57] "Beautiful Liar" was nominated for the Video Of The Year award at the 2007 BET Awards, but another Beyoncé video, "Irreplaceable" won it.[58][59][60] At the 2007 MTV Video Music Award, it won the Most Earthshattering Collaboration, a new category in the awards show that year.[61] Beyoncé received the award alone because Shakira was in Canada during the ceremonies.[62]
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 Live performances




Beyoncé has never performed "Beautiful Liar" together with Shakira and the latter never performed the song live. Beyoncé's first and only televised performance of the song was during The Early Show[image: External link] on CBS on April 2, 2007 which was broadcast four days later.[63] "Beautiful Liar" was later included on Beyoncé's set list[image: External link] during her 2007 tour The Beyoncé Experience. On The Beyoncé Experience, Beyoncé was dressed in a green belly dancing outfit and stood in darkness with dry ice[image: External link] billowing behind her. A microphone was then lowered from the ceiling and as she began singing the first verse, colored illumination was projected onto the backdrop.[64] Beyoncé then performed several hip dance routines.[64] Towards the end of the performance, pairs of female dancers, clothed in purple dresses, performed mirrored choreography.[63] Beyoncé was accompanied by two drummers, two keyboardists, a percussionist, a horn section, three backup vocalists called The Mamas and a lead guitarist, Bibi McGill.[63] Throughout the performance Shakira appeared on the video screen on stage.[65]

While reviewing Beyoncé's performance at the Madison Square Garden[image: External link] in Manhattan, on August 5, 2007, Jon Pareles of The New York Times wrote, "Beyoncé needs no distractions from her singing, which can be airy or brassy, tearful or vicious, rapid-fire with staccato syllables or sustained in curlicued melismas. But she was in constant motion, strutting in costumes."[66] Shaheem Reid of MTV News compared the performance with Michael Buffer[image: External link] further adding that "Beyoncé acknowledged Shakira by shaking her hips rapidly".[64] While reviewing Beyoncé's performance of the song in Saskatoon on September 14, 2007, a writer of The StarPhoenix noted that it was one of the musical surprises during the evening.[67] Jim Harrington from the San Jose Mercury News[image: External link] noted that Beyoncé's all-female band provided "plenty of punch" to the live performance of the song in Fresno on August 28, 2007 further noting that the singer looked like a "sex kitten purring through" the song.[68] In Los Angeles, on September 2, Beyoncé performed "Beautiful Liar", dressed in a green belly dancing outfit, with several female backup dancers, and live instrumentation.[69] "Beautiful Liar" was included on Beyoncé's live album The Beyoncé Experience Live (2007).[70]
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 Formats and track listings





	
US and UK Digital EP[20][21]





	"Beautiful Liar" (featuring Shakira) – 3:21

	"Beautiful Liar (Bello Embustero)" (Spanish Version) - 3:22

	"Beautiful Liar (Spanglish Version)" (featuring Sasha Fierce a.k.a. Beyoncé) - 3:21

	"Beautiful Liar (Instrumental)" - 3:19




	
New Zealand and UK Digital Download[17][71]





	"Beautiful Liar" (featuring Shakira) – 3:19




	
Australia, New Zealand and UK CD Single[14][15][72]





	"Beautiful Liar" (featuring Shakira) – 3:19

	"Beautiful Liar (Freemasons Remix Edit)" (featuring Shakira) - 3:27




	
European Maxi single[18][19]





	"Beautiful Liar" (featuring Shakira) – 3:19

	"Beautiful Liar (Freemasons Remix Edit)" (featuring Shakira) - 3:27

	"Irreplaceable (Maurice Joshua Remix Edit)" - 4:03

	"Déjà Vu (Freemasons Radio Mix)" - 3:15

	"Beautiful Liar" (Video) - 3:34
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 Credits




Credits are taken from B'Day liner notes[image: External link].Source:[1]




	

	Omar Al-Musfi – Arabic percussion

	Roberto Almodovar – recording engineering[image: External link]


	Jim Caruana – recording engineering

	
Gustavo Celis[image: External link] – recording engineering

	Olgui Chirino – vocal production

	Tom Coyne – mastering[image: External link]


	
Ian Dench[image: External link] – writing[image: External link]


	
Mikkel S. Eriksen[image: External link] – writing, other instruments[image: External link]


	
Amanda Ghost[image: External link] – writing

	Max Gousse – artists and repertoire[image: External link]


	
Tor Erik Hermansen[image: External link] – writing, other instruments

	Jean-Marie Horvat – mixing[image: External link]


	Hanna Khoury – violin[image: External link], viola[image: External link]


	Rob Kinelski – assistant recording engineering




	

	
Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link] – writing, vocals[image: External link], production, arrangement[image: External link], vocal production

	
Mathew Knowles[image: External link] – artists and repertoire

	Colin Miller – assistant mixing

	Naser Musa – oud[image: External link]


	
Rudy Perez[image: External link] – vocal production

	
Denaun Porter[image: External link] – programming[image: External link]


	Boujemaa Razgui – ney[image: External link]


	Kareem Roustom – violin arrangement, additional string arrangements

	
Shakira – vocals, additional production, arrangement[image: External link], vocal production, violin arrangement

	
Stargate[image: External link] – production[image: External link], arrangement, recording engineering, programming

	David Stearns – assistant recording engineering

	John Weston – recording engineering, digital editing (strings)

	
Visitante[image: External link] – programming
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2007)
	Peak

position



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[73]

	4



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[74]

	2



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[75]

	1



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Wallonia)[76]

	4



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[77]

	2



	Czech Republic (Rádio Top 100)[78]

	4



	Denmark ( Tracklisten[image: External link])[79]

	2



	Europe (European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link])[80]

	1



	Finland (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[81]

	1



	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[82]

	1



	France Radio Chart ( SNEP[image: External link])[83]

	1



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[84]

	1



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40[image: External link])[85]

	1



	Hungary (Single Top 40[image: External link])[86]

	4



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[87]

	1



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[88]

	1



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[89]

	1



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ[image: External link])[90]

	1



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[91]

	1



	
Scotland[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[92]

	1



	Slovakia (Rádio Top 100)[93]

	1



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[94]

	1



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[95]

	4



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[96]

	1



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[97]

	1



	US Billboard Hot 100[98]

	3



	US Dance Club Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[99]

	1



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs (Billboard)[100]

	70



	US Pop Songs[101]

	4



	US Rhythmic Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[102]

	22



	US Pop 100[image: External link][103]

	3



	US Hot Latin Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[104]

Spanish version: "Bello Embustero"

	10



	Venezuela Top 100 (Record Report[image: External link])[105]

	15



	Venezuela Pop Rock (Record Report[image: External link])[106]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2007)
	Peak

position



	Australian Singles Chart[47]

	51



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[47]

	9



	Austrian Singles Chart[107]

	29



	Belgian Singles Chart (Flanders)[108]

	18



	Belgian Singles Chart (Wallonia)[109]

	29



	Dutch Singles Chart (Top 100)[110]

	13



	French Singles Chart[111]

	27



	French Airplay Chart[112]

	21



	German Singles Chart[113]

	28



	
Greek Singles Chart[image: External link][114]

	17



	Hungarian Airplay Chart[115]

	17



	Italian Singles Chart[116]

	9



	
New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link][117]

	37



	Spanish Singles Chart[118]

	12



	Spanish Ringtone Chart[118]

	17



	Swedish Singles Chart[119]

	49



	Swiss Singles Chart[120]

	11



	UK Singles Chart[121]

	12



	US Billboard Hot 100[122]

	62



	US Digital Songs[123]

	58



	US Pop 100[124]

	53
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	Chart
	Position



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade)[125]

	622
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	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[48]

	Gold
	35,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[126]

	Gold
	25,000*




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[127]

	Platinum
	40,000^




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[128]

	Gold
	150,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[129]

	Gold
	7,500



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[118]

	3× Platinum
	60,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[44]

	Gold
	460,000



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[130]

	Platinum
	60,000*




	United States (RIAA)[38]

	Platinum
	1,419,000[39]




	Mastertone



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[118]

	3× Platinum
	60,000^




	United States (RIAA)[38]

	Gold
	500,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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	Country
	Date
	Format



	United States
	February 12, 2007
	
Rhythmic[image: External link][11]




	
Top 40[image: External link][12]




	
Urban[image: External link][13]
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 Purchasable release






	Country
	Date
	Format
	Label



	Australia[14]
	March 14, 2007
	CD Single[image: External link]
	Columbia Records



	Europe[18][19]
	14 April 2007
	Digital EP



	April 20, 2007
	Maxi Single[image: External link]



	New Zealand[71][72]
	March 5, 2007
	Digital download[image: External link]



	March 14, 2007
	CD Single



	United Kingdom[15][17][20]
	April 14, 2007
	Digital download



	April 16, 2007
	CD Single



	May 20, 2007
	Digital EP



	United States[21]
	May 20, 2007
	Digital EP
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The Pink Panther (2006 film)





The Pink Panther is a 2006 American comedy film[image: External link] and a reboot[image: External link] of The Pink Panther[image: External link] franchise, marking the tenth installment in the series. In this film, Inspector Jacques Clouseau[image: External link] is assigned to solve the murder of a famous soccer coach and the theft of the famous Pink Panther diamond. The film stars Steve Martin as Clouseau and also co-stars Kevin Kline[image: External link], Jean Reno[image: External link], Emily Mortimer[image: External link], Roger Rees[image: External link], Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link] and Beyoncé.

The film grossed $158.9 million worldwide. The Pink Panther was theatrically released on February 10, 2006, and was released on DVD and Blu-ray on June 13, 2006. A sequel[image: External link] was released on February 6, 2009.
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 Plot




Chief Inspector Charles Dreyfus narrates a flashback of a soccer match between France[image: External link] and China[image: External link]. French coach Yves Gluant enters the stadium, wearing the Pink Panther diamond ring, which is seen by his team as a symbol of pride and victory. He kisses his girlfriend, pop star Xania, and whispers something to her. After France wins the game in sudden death[image: External link], Gluant is killed by a poison dart, with the Pink Panther nowhere to be found.

Eager to win the Medal of Honour[image: External link], Dreyfus promotes a clumsy small-town policeman and "village idiot[image: External link]", Jacques Clouseau[image: External link], to the rank of Inspector and assigns him to the Pink Panther case. Dreyfus simultaneously assembles a secret team of top investigators to crack the case, allowing Clouseau to serve as the public face of the investigation and draw all the media attention. Dreyfus assigns Gilbert Ponton to be Clouseau's assistant, instructing him to keep him informed of Clouseau's actions. Despite his orders, Ponton quickly becomes friends with Clouseau.

Bizu, a French soccer player who had an affair with Xania and therefore is the prime suspect in Gluant's murder, is shot in the head and killed in the team's locker room. While at a casino to gain information, Clouseau encounters British Agent 006, Nigel Boswell. Boswell foils a robbery at the casino by the "Gas-Mask Bandits", using Clouseau's trench coat to hide his identity. Clouseau mistakenly receives credit for the deed and is subsequently nominated for the Medal of Honour, much to Dreyfus' dismay.

Clouseau follows Xania to New York City[image: External link], suspecting that she knows more than she is telling. However, despite Ponton's insistence that she is most likely a suspect because Gluant cheated on her, Clouseau decides Xania is innocent. While in New York, Clouseau and Ponton eat hamburgers, and Clouseau discovers his love for the sandwich, which he had assumed to be nothing more than "disgusting American food". Meanwhile, because the poison that killed Gluant was derived from Chinese herbs, Dreyfus concludes that the killer is a Chinese envoy named Dr. Pang.

Ready to take charge of the case and win the Medal of Honour, Dreyfus has one of his officers switch Clouseau's bag with one full of weapons at the airport. The bag sets off the metal detector at the security checkpoint, causing the guards to be suspicious of Clouseau who is eventually arrested because of his inability to pronounce "hamburger" correctly, as he tried to smuggle some for the trip back. Upon his return to France, the press vilifies him and Dreyfus strips him of his rank of Inspector. Dreyfus now plots to publicly arrest Dr. Pang at the Presidential Ball, where Xania will also be performing.

Clouseau returns home and happens to see an article about his arrest online. He deduces from the photograph in it that the assassin will target Xania next, and he contacts Ponton. The two rush to the Élysée Palace[image: External link] and sneak into the Presidential Ball. While Dreyfus publicly arrests Dr. Pang for Gluant's murder, Clouseau and Ponton save Xania's life by capturing her would-be assassin Yuri, the soccer team's trainer. Jealous of Gluant, Yuri used his knowledge of Chinese herbs, mandated by a soccer statute, to kill him.

After overhearing Yuri's rants, Bizu blackmailed him, so Yuri killed Bizu using Russian military tactics to target the latter's occipital lobe[image: External link]. Yuri targeted Xania because she ignored him while she dated Gluant. Clouseau reveals the Pink Panther was not stolen but instead sewn into the lining of Xania's purse. He discovered this after the photograph of his arrest also showed an X-ray of the purse going through airport security. Xania confessed that she received it from Gluant as an engagement ring — he had whispered his proposal to her prior to the match against China — but she hid it because she thought it could implicate her as the killer. Clouseau concludes that Xania is the ring's rightful owner, while Yuri is taken into custody.

For successfully solving the case, Clouseau wins the Medal of Honour. While leaving the ceremony with Ponton, Clouseau gets Dreyfus's suit caught in his car door; he remains oblivious to Dreyfus's screams as he drives away. Clouseau and Ponton later visit him in the hospital. After Clouseau wishes him well, he accidentally releases the brake on Dreyfus's bed; the bed races through the hospital and throws Dreyfus into the Seine[image: External link], and he shouts Clouseau's name in anger as he takes the plunge into the river.
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 Cast
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 Main cast





	
Steve Martin as Inspector Jacques Clouseau[image: External link], a bumbling police officer from a small village in France.

	
Kevin Kline[image: External link] as Chief Inspector Charles Dreyfus, the head of the French police who is obsessed with winning the Medal of Honour[image: External link].

	
Jean Reno[image: External link] as Gendarme Gilbert Ponton, a capable police officer who is assigned to report to Dreyfus on Clouseau's actions.

	
Emily Mortimer[image: External link] as Nicole Durant, a secretary and romance interest of Clouseau.

	
Henry Czerny[image: External link] as Yuri, the Russian trainer[image: External link] for the fictionalized version of the France national football team[image: External link].

	
Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link] as Cherie, an employee of the France national football team.

	
Roger Rees[image: External link] as Raymond Laroque, a wealthy casino owner and friend of Yves Gluant.

	
Beyoncé as Xania, a famous pop singer and girlfriend of Gluant.
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 Supporting cast





	
William Abadie[image: External link] as Bizu, a player for the France national football team

	
Scott Adkins[image: External link] as Jacquard, another player for the France national football team

	
Jean Dell[image: External link] as Justice Minister Clochard

	
Anna Katarina[image: External link] as Agent Corbeille

	
Alice Taglioni[image: External link] as Female Reporter

	
Kristi Angus[image: External link] as Mysterious Woman

	
Chelah Horsdal[image: External link] as Security Guard

	
Delphine Chanéac[image: External link] as Ticket Checker (as Délphine Chaneac)

	
Yvonne Sciò[image: External link] as Casino Waitress

	Charlotte Maier as Dialect Coach

	
Jason Statham[image: External link] as Yves Gluant (uncredited), the head coach of the France national football team whose murder is under investigation.

	
Clive Owen[image: External link] as Nigel Boswell/Agent 006 (uncredited), a secret agent and parody of James Bond[image: External link].

	
Paul Korda[image: External link] as Pierre Fuquette (uncredited), a man thought to be murdered, until Clouseau finds him alive and well.



Jackie Chan[image: External link] was originally offered the part of Clouseau's manservant, Cato Fong, but turned it down due to his perceived political incorrectness. Gilbert Ponton serves as Cato's stand in.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Production




A re collaboration between Steve Martin and producer Robert Simonds[image: External link], the successful teaming behind Cheaper by the Dozen[image: External link], The Pink Panther had a production budget[image: External link] of US$[image: External link]80 million.[2] Filming began on May 10, 2004.[3]

The film was originally supposed to seek an August 5, 2005 release date, but was then pushed forward to February 10, 2006, because of Sony. "With the recent acquisition of MGM, we wanted to give our marketing department the time and opportunity to launch this very important franchise," Sony Pictures Releasing president Rory Bruer said. "We've seen the movie, and we really love this film. It's a franchise we believe in and are really excited about, and Steve Martin is great as Clouseau."[4]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 22% based on 139 reviews and an average rating of 4.1/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Though Steve Martin is game, the particulars of the Inspector Clouseau character elude him in this middling update."[5] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 38 out of 100 based on 35 critics, indicating "generally unfavorable reviews".[6]

The film was nominated for two Razzies[image: External link] in 2006, one in the category "Worst Remake or Rip-off", and one in the category "Worst Supporting Actress" for Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link].[7]
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 Box office




The Pink Panther opened at #1 in the United States, grossing $20.2 million from 3,477 theaters, and took in an additional $20.9 million over the four day Presidents Day weekend the following weekend.[8] The film closed in theatres on April 16, 2006, having grossed $82.2 million in its ten weeks of release. Overseas, the film took $76.6 million, resulting in total box office gross revenue of $158.9 million. United States screenings made up 51.8% of box office takings, with international viewings responsible for 48.2%.[2] The Pink Panther is the highest grossing film in the Pink Panther franchise.[9] The film was released in the United Kingdom[image: External link] on March 17, 2006, and topped the country's box office that weekend.[10]
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 Home media




The Pink Panther was released for home viewing on June 13, 2006, and sold 693,588 DVD copies, worth $9,391,182. To date the film has sold 1,579,116 copies—$23,216,770 of consumer spending.[11]
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 Music




Christophe Beck is credited with the film score[image: External link] which was released as the soundtrack album[image: External link] The Pink Panther[image: External link] about one month following the release of the film.[12] Singer Beyoncé Knowles performed two songs for the film, "A Woman Like Me[image: External link]" and #1 hit, "Check on It[image: External link]". The latter serves as the film's theme song aside from the Pink Panther theme.

Numerous other songs were used in small parts, but only Beck's original score was included on the soundtrack album.[12][13]
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 Sequel




See: The Pink Panther 2[image: External link]


The sequel[image: External link] to this film, titled The Pink Panther 2, was released on February 6, 2009. It again features Steve Martin as Inspector Clouseau and Jean Reno as Gendarme Ponton, but was notable for having John Cleese[image: External link] as Dreyfus instead of Kevin Kline. Beyonce Knowles also did not return for the sequel.

The film features Clouseau and a "Dream Team" of the world's best detectives formed to catch the international mastermind thief El Tornado, who has stolen several valuable treasures, including the Shroud of Turin[image: External link], the Pope's Ring and the Pink Panther diamond. The film grossed $75,946,615 at the box office.[14]
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Dreamgirls (film)





Dreamgirls is a 2006 American musical[image: External link] drama film[image: External link] directed by Bill Condon and jointly produced and released by DreamWorks Pictures and Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. The film debuted in three special road show[image: External link] engagements starting on December 15, 2006, before its nationwide release on December 25, 2006.[4] Adapted from the 1981 Broadway[image: External link] musical[image: External link] of the same name by composer Henry Krieger and lyricist/librettist Tom Eyen[image: External link], Dreamgirls is a film à clef[image: External link], a work of fiction taking strong inspiration from the history of the Motown[image: External link] record label and one of its acts, The Supremes.[5] The story follows the history and evolution of American R&B[image: External link] music during the 1960s and 1970s through the eyes of a Detroit, Michigan[image: External link] girl group[image: External link] known as the Dreams and their manipulative record executive. The film was released in the United States on December 25, 2006.

The film adaptation of Dreamgirls stars Jamie Foxx, Beyoncé, Eddie Murphy, and Jennifer Hudson, and also features Danny Glover[image: External link], Anika Noni Rose[image: External link] and Keith Robinson[image: External link]. Produced by Laurence Mark[image: External link], the film's screenplay was adapted by director Condon from the original Broadway book by Tom Eyen. In addition to the original Kreiger Eyen compositions, four new songs, composed by Krieger with various lyricists, were added for this film.[6] Dreamgirls features the acting debut of Hudson, a former American Idol[image: External link] contestant and singer.

With a production cost of $80 million, Dreamgirls is the most expensive film to feature an all African-American starring cast in American cinema history.[2] Upon its release, the film garnered positive reviews from critics, and earned $154 million at the international box office.[3] Dreamgirls also received a number of accolades[image: External link],[7] including three awards at the 64th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] ceremony, including the Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link],[8] and two Oscars[image: External link] at the 79th Academy Awards[image: External link].
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 Plot




Backstage at an R&B amateur talent show at the Detroit[image: External link] Theatre in 1962, young car salesman Curtis Taylor Jr. meets a black girl group[image: External link] known as "The Dreamettes": lead singer Effie White and back-up singers Deena Jones and Lorrell Robinson. Curtis presents himself as The Dreamettes' new manager and arranges for the girls to become backup singers for popular R&B singer Jimmy 'Thunder' Early.

Curtis soon starts his own record label, Rainbow Records, out of his Detroit car dealership, and appoints Effie's brother C.C as his head songwriter. When their first single fails after another pop group releases a cover version, Curtis, C.C, and their producer Wayne turn to payola[image: External link] to make Jimmy and The Dreamettes mainstream pop stars. Offstage, Effie becomes infatuated with Curtis, while the married Jimmy begins an affair with Lorrell.

However, Jimmy's manager Marty grows weary of Curtis' plans to make his client more pop-friendly and walks out. When Jimmy bombs in front of a white Miami Beach[image: External link] audience, Curtis sends Jimmy out on the road alone, keeping The Dreamettes behind to headline in his place. Feeling that Effie's curvy figure and distinctive voice will not attract white audiences, Curtis appoints the slimmer and higher-voiced Deena lead singer and renames the group "The Dreams".

With the aid of new songs and a new more glamorous image, Curtis and C.C. transform The Dreams into a top selling mainstream pop group by 1965. However, Effie begins acting out, particularly when Curtis' affections also turn towards Deena. Curtis eventually drops Effie (who has just learned she is pregnant with Curtis' child) from the group, hiring Michelle Morris, his secretary, to take her place beginning with their 1966's New Year's Eve[image: External link] debut in Las Vegas[image: External link] as "Deena Jones & the Dreams". Despite Effie's defiance and desperate appeal to Curtis, he, C.C., and The Dreams leave her behind and forge ahead to stardom.

By 1975, Effie has become an impoverished welfare[image: External link] mother, living in inner-city Detroit with her daughter, Magic. Struggling to restart her career in music, Effie goes to Marty Madison for management. Meanwhile, Deena Jones & the Dreams have become superstars. With Rainbow the biggest pop business in the country, Curtis is now attempting to produce a film about Cleopatra[image: External link] starring an unwilling Deena, who is now his wife. Meanwhile, Jimmy Early has descended into drug addiction, his career neglected due to Curtis' preoccupation with Deena. When Jimmy has a breakdown onstage at Rainbow's tenth anniversary TV special the following year, Curtis drops him from the label, and Lorrell ends their long affair. A short time later, C.C. quits after a fight with Curtis, whom C.C. feels is undermining the artistic merit[image: External link] of his songs by making them into funk music[image: External link] for the sake of making a profit. Their fight is interrupted by the breaking news that Jimmy has been found dead in a hotel room from a heroin[image: External link] overdose.

Disillusioned by Jimmy's death and Curtis' cold reaction to the news, C.C returns to Detroit to find Effie. The two siblings reconcile and C.C. writes and produces Effie's comeback single, "One Night Only". Just as the record begins gaining local radio play, Curtis uses payola to force radio stations to play a disco[image: External link] cover of "One Night Only" by The Dreams instead. His plan falls apart when Deena, angry over Curtis' control of her career, finds evidence of his payola schemes and contacts Effie and C.C, who arrive in Los Angeles with Marty and a lawyer.

Deena and Effie reconcile, with Effie revealing to Deena that Curtis is the father of Magic while Curtis, wanting to avoid being reported to the FBI[image: External link] for payola, agrees to give Effie's record national distribution. Inspired by Effie's victory and realizing Curtis' true character, Deena leaves him to make it on her own.

Sometime later, The Dreams give a farewell performance at the Detroit Theater, and Effie is invited onstage for the final song. As the concert ends, Curtis notices Magic in the front row and realizes that he is her father.
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 Cast





	
Jamie Foxx as Curtis Taylor, Jr; based upon Motown founder Berry Gordy, Jr.[image: External link],[9] Curtis is a slick Cadillac[image: External link] dealer-turned-record executive who founds the Rainbow Records label and shows ruthless ambition in his quest to make his black artists household names with white audiences. At first romantically involved with Effie, Curtis takes a professional and personal interest in Deena after appointing her lead singer of the Dreams in Effie's place.

	
Jennifer Hudson as Effie White; inspired by Supremes member Florence Ballard[image: External link],[10] the plus-sized Effie is a talented yet temperamental singer who suffers when Curtis, the man she loves, replaces her as lead singer of the Dreams and his love interest, and later drops her altogether. With the help of Jimmy's old manager Marty, Effie begins to resurrect her career a decade later, while raising her daughter Magic, the offspring of her union with Curtis. Hudson won the Golden Globe Award[image: External link] and the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], among other honors, for her portrayal of Effie. Hudson also became the first American Idol contestant to win both major awards.

	
Beyoncé as Deena Jones; based upon Motown star Diana Ross, and businesswoman Elizabeth Taylor[image: External link][10] Deena is a very shy young woman who becomes a star after Curtis makes her lead singer of the Dreams. This, as well as her romantic involvement and later marriage to Curtis, draw Effie's ire, though Deena realizes over time she is a puppet for her controlling husband. Knowles was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for her performance.

	
Eddie Murphy as Jimmy "Thunder" Early; inspired by R&B/soul singers such as James Brown[image: External link], Jackie Wilson[image: External link], and Marvin Gaye[image: External link],[9] is a raucous performer on the Rainbow label engaged in an adulterous[image: External link] affair with Dreams member Lorrell. Curtis attempts to repackage Early as a pop-friendly balladeer. Jimmy's stardom fades as the Dreams' stardom rises, and as a result - he falls into depression (which he copes with through drug abuse). Murphy won a Golden Globe and was nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link] for his role in the film.

	
Anika Noni Rose[image: External link] as Lorrell Robinson; inspired by Supremes member Mary Wilson[image: External link],[11] is a good-natured background singer with the Dreams who falls deeply in love with the married Jimmy Early and becomes his mistress.

	
Keith Robinson[image: External link] as C.C. White; inspired by Motown vice president, artist, and songwriter Smokey Robinson[image: External link],[12] Effie's soft-spoken younger brother C.C. (Clarence Conrad) serves as the main songwriter for first the Dreams and later the entire Rainbow roster.

	
Sharon Leal[image: External link] as Michelle Morris; based upon Supremes member Cindy Birdsong[image: External link],[13] Curtis' secretary who replaces Effie in the Dreams and begins dating C.C.

	
Danny Glover[image: External link] as Marty Madison, Jimmy's original manager before Curtis steps into the picture, Marty serves as both counsel and confidant to Jimmy, and later to Effie as well.

	
Hinton Battle[image: External link] as Wayne, a salesman at Curtis' Cadillac dealership who becomes Rainbow's first record producer and Curtis' henchman.

	
Yvette Nicole Brown[image: External link] as Curtis' Secretary.

	Mariah I. Wilson as Magic, Effie's daughter.
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 Musical numbers
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 Act I





	"I'm Lookin' for Something" – The Step Sisters


	"Goin Downtown" – Little Albert & the Tru-Tones


	"Takin the Long Way Home" – Tiny Joe Dixton


	"Move" – Dreamettes


	"Fake Your Way To The Top" – James "Thunder" Early & The Dreamettes


	"Cadillac Car" – James Thunder Early & The Dreamettes


	"Cadillac Car (Reprise)" – Dave & The Sweethearts


	"Steppin To The Bad Side" – Curtis Taylor Jr., Wayne, C.C. White, Jimmy Early & The Dreamettes and Chorus


	"Love You I Do" – Effie White


	"I Want You Baby" – Jimmy Early & The Dreamettes


	"Family" – C.C. White, Effie White, Curtis Taylor Jr., Deena Jones, and Lorrell Robinson


	"Dreamgirls" – The Dreams


	"Heavy" – The Dreams


	"It's All Over" – Effie White, Deena Jones, Curtis Taylor Jr., C.C. White, Lorrell Robinson, and Michelle Morris


	
And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going[image: External link] – Effie White


	"Love Love Me Baby" - Deena Jones & The Dreams
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 Act II





	"I'm Somebody" – Deena Jones & the Dreams


	"When I First Saw You" – Curtis Taylor Jr.


	" Patience[image: External link]" – Jimmy Early, Lorrell Robinson, C.C. White, and Chorus


	"I Am Changing[image: External link]" – Effie White


	"Perfect World" – The Campbell Connection


	"I Meant You No Harm/Jimmy's Rap" – Jimmy Early


	"Lorrell Loves Jimmy" – Lorrell Robinson


	"Family (Reprise)" – Deena Jones & the Dreams


	"Step on Over" – Deena Jones & the Dreams


	"I Miss You Old Friend" – Jazz Singer (Loretta Devine)


	"Effie, Sing My Song" – C.C. White and Effie White (deleted from theatrical version, present on DVD)[14]


	"One Night Only[image: External link]" – Effie White


	"One Night Only (Disco)[image: External link]" – Deena Jones & the Dreams


	" Listen[image: External link]" – Deena Jones


	"Effie White's Gonna Win" - Effie White


	"Hard to Say Goodbye" – Deena Jones & the Dreams


	"Dreamgirls (Finale)" – The Dreams
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Since the 1980s and 1990s, several different attempts have been made to produce a film adaptation of Dreamgirls[image: External link], a Broadway musical loosely based upon the story of The Supremes and Motown Records[image: External link], which won six Tony Awards[image: External link] in 1982. David Geffen[image: External link], the stage musical's co-financier, retained the film rights to Dreamgirls and turned down many offers to adapt the story for the screen. He cited a need to preserve the integrity of Dreamgirls stage director Michael Bennett[image: External link]'s work after his death in 1987.[15] That same year, Geffen, who ran his Warner Bros.[image: External link]-associated Geffen Pictures[image: External link] film production company at the time, began talks with Broadway lyricist and producer Howard Ashman[image: External link] to adapt it as a star vehicle for Whitney Houston, who was to portray Deena. The production ran into problems when Houston wanted to sing both Deena and Effie's songs (particularly "And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going"), and the film was eventually abandoned.[16]

When Geffen co-founded DreamWorks in 1994 and dissolved Geffen Pictures, the rights to Dreamgirls remained with Warner Bros. Warner planned to go ahead with the film with director Joel Schumacher[image: External link] and screenwriter Tina Andrews[image: External link] [6] in the late 1990s, following the success of Touchstone Pictures[image: External link]'s Tina Turner[image: External link] biopic What's Love Got to Do with It[image: External link]. Schumacher planned to have Lauryn Hill [17] portray Deena and Kelly Price[image: External link] play Effie. After Warner's Frankie Lymon[image: External link] biopic Why Do Fools Fall in Love[image: External link] failed at the box office, the studio shut down development on Dreamgirls.[16]

DreamWorks' Dreamgirls adaptation came about after the film version of the Broadway musical Chicago[image: External link] was a success at both the box office and the Academy Awards[image: External link]. Screenwriter and director Bill Condon, who wrote Chicago's screenplay, met producer Laurence Mark[image: External link] at a Hollywood holiday party in late 2002, where the two discussed a long held "dream project" of Condon's — adapting Dreamgirls for the screen.[18] The two had dinner with Geffen and successfully convinced him to allow Condon to write a screenplay for Dreamgirls.[19] Condon did not start work on the Dreamgirls script until after making the Alfred Kinsey[image: External link] biographical film Kinsey[image: External link] (2004).[18] After sending Geffen the first draft of his screenplay in January 2005, Condon's adaptation of Dreamgirls was greenlit.[12]
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 Stage to script changes




While much of the stage musical's story remains intact, a number of significant changes were made. The Dreams' hometown—the setting for much of the action—was moved from Chicago[image: External link] to Detroit, the real-life hometown of The Supremes and Motown Records[image: External link].[15] The roles of many of the characters were related more closely to their real-life inspirations, following a suggestion by Geffen.[15]

Warner Bros. had retained the film rights to Dreamgirls, and agreed to co-produce with DreamWorks. However, after casting was completed, the film was budgeted at $73 million and Warner backed out of the production. Geffen, taking the role of co-producer, brought Paramount Pictures in to co-finance and release Dreamgirls. During the course of production, Paramount's parent company, Viacom[image: External link], would purchase DreamWorks, aligning the two studios under one umbrella (and giving the senior studio US distribution rights on behalf of DreamWorks).[15] The completed film had a production budget of $75 million, making Dreamgirls the most expensive film with an all-black starring cast in cinema history.[2]
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 Casting and rehearsal




Mark and Condon began pre-production with the intentions of casting Jamie Foxx and Eddie Murphy, both actors with record industry experience, as Curtis Taylor, Jr. and James "Thunder" Early, respectively.[18] When offered the part of Curtis, Foxx initially declined because DreamWorks could not meet his salary demands.[18] Denzel Washington[image: External link], Will Smith, and Terrence Howard were among the other actors also approached to play Curtis.[20] Murphy, on the other hand, accepted the role of Jimmy Early after being convinced to do so by DreamWorks co-founder Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link].[15]

While Condon had intended to cast relatively unknown actresses as all three Dreams,[12] R&B singer Beyoncé lobbied for the part of Deena Jones,[21] and was cast after a successful screen test[image: External link].[15] Upon learning that Knowles and Murphy had signed on, Foxx rethought his original decision and accepted the Curtis role at DreamWorks' lower salary.[22]

R&B star Usher[image: External link] was to have been cast as C.C. White,[23] but contract negotiations failed: Usher was unable to dedicate half a year to the film project. André 3000 of OutKast[image: External link] was also offered the role, but declined.[24] After briefly considering R&B singer Omarion[image: External link],[25] singer/actor Keith Robinson[image: External link] was eventually cast in the role.[26]

Anika Noni Rose[image: External link], a Broadway veteran and a Tony Award[image: External link] winner, won the part of Lorrell Robinson after an extensive auditioning process.[21] Rose, significantly shorter than most of her co-stars at five feet and two inches (157 cm), was required to wear (and dance in) four and five-inch (127 mm) heels for much of the picture, which she later stated caused her discomfort.[22]

The most crucial casting decision involved the role of Effie White, the emotional center of the story.[21] The filmmakers insisted on casting a relative unknown in the role, paralleling the casting of then-21-year-old Jennifer Holliday[image: External link] in that role for the original Broadway production.[21] A total of 783 singing actresses auditioned for the role of Effie White, among them American Idol[image: External link] alumnae Fantasia Barrino[image: External link] and Jennifer Hudson, former Disney star Raven-Symoné[image: External link], and Broadway stars Capathia Jenkins and Patina Miller[image: External link].[27] Though Barrino emerged as an early frontrunner for the part,[28] Hudson was eventually selected to play Effie, leading Barrino to telephone Hudson and jokingly complain that Hudson "stole [Barrino's] part." [29][30][31]

Hudson was required to gain twenty pounds for the role,[32] which marked her debut[image: External link] film performance. In casting Hudson, Condon recalled that he initially was not confident he'd made the right decision, but instinctively cast Hudson after she'd auditioned several times because he "just didn't believe any of the others."[33]

After Hudson was cast in November 2005, the Dreamgirls cast began extensive rehearsals with Condon and choreographers Fatima Robinson[image: External link] and Aakomon "AJ" Jones, veterans of the music video[image: External link] industry.[34] Meanwhile, the music production crew began work with the actors and studio musicians recording the songs for the film. Although rehearsals ended just before Christmas 2005, Condon called Hudson back for a week of one-on-one rehearsals, to help her more fully become the " diva[image: External link]" character of Effie. Hudson was required to be rude and come in late both on set and off, and she and Condon went over Effie's lines and scenes throughout the week.[22]

Loretta Devine[image: External link], who played Lorrell in the original Broadway production, has a cameo as a jazz singer who performs the song "I Miss You Old Friend."[21] Another Dreamgirls veteran present in the film is Hinton Battle[image: External link], who was a summer replacement for James "Thunder" Early onstage and here portrays Curtis' aide-de-camp[image: External link] Wayne.[21]
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 Principal photography




Principal photography[image: External link] began January 6, 2006 with the filming of dance footage for the first half of "Steppin' to the Bad Side," footage later deleted from the film.[35] The film was primarily shot on soundstages[image: External link] at the Los Angeles Center Studios[image: External link] and on location in the Los Angeles area, with some second unit[image: External link] footage shot in Detroit, Miami, and New York City.[35] The award-winning Broadway lighting team of Jules Fisher[image: External link] and Peggy Eisenhauer[image: External link] were brought in to create theatrical lighting techniques for the film's musical numbers.[36]

Beyoncé elected to lose weight to give the mature Deena Jones of the 1970s a different look than the younger version of the character. By sticking to a highly publicized diet of water[image: External link], lemons[image: External link], maple syrup[image: External link], and cayenne pepper[image: External link] (also known as the Master Cleanse[image: External link]), Knowles rapidly lost twenty pounds, which she gained back once production ended.[37]

Shooting was completed in the early-morning hours of April 8, 2006, after four days were spent shooting Jennifer Hudson's musical number "And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going[image: External link]", which had purposefully been saved until the end of the shoot.[35] Originally scheduled to be shot in one day, Condon was forced to ask for extra time and money to finish shooting the "And I Am Telling You" scene, as Hudson's voice would give out after four hours of shooting the musical number, and she was unable to plausibly lip-sync while hoarse.[18][33] The scene was felt by everyone involved to be pivotal to the film, as "And I Am Telling You" was Jennifer Holliday[image: External link]'s show-stopping number in the original Broadway musical.[18][21]
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 Music




Dreamgirls musical supervisors Randy Spendlove and Matt Sullivan hired R&B production team The Underdogs[image: External link] — Harvey Mason, Jr.[image: External link] and Damon Thomas — to restructure and rearrange the Henry Krieger/Tom Eyen[image: External link] Dreamgirls score so that it better reflected its proper time period, yet also reflected modern R&B/pop sensibilities.[38] During post-production, composer Stephen Trask[image: External link] was contracted to provide additional score material for the film.[39] Several musical numbers from the Broadway score were not included in the film version, in particular Lorrell's solo "Ain't No Party".[40]

Four new songs were added for the film: "Love You I Do[image: External link]", " Patience[image: External link]", "Perfect World," and " Listen[image: External link]." [38] All of the new songs feature music composed by original Dreamgirls stage composer Henry Krieger. With Tom Eyen having died in 1991,[6] various lyricists were brought in by Krieger to co-author the new songs. "Love You I Do," with lyrics by Siedah Garrett[image: External link], is performed in the film by Effie during a rehearsal at the Rainbow Records studio.[6] Willie Reale[image: External link] wrote the lyrics for "Patience," a song performed in the film by Jimmy, Lorrell, C.C., and a gospel choir, as the characters attempt to record a message song for Jimmy.[6] "Perfect World," also featuring lyrics by Garrett, is performed during the Rainbow 10th anniversary special sequence by Jackson 5[image: External link] doppelgängers[image: External link] The Campbell Connection.[6] " Listen[image: External link]", with additional music by Scott Cutler and Beyoncé Knowles, and lyrics by Anne Preven, is presented as a defining moment for Deena's character late in the film.[6]

After preview screenings during the summer of 2006, several minutes worth of musical footage were deleted from the film due to negative audience reactions to the amount of music.[41] Among this footage was one whole musical number, C.C. and Effie's sung reunion "Effie, Sing My Song", which was replaced with an alternative spoken version.[14][41]

The Dreamgirls: Music from the Motion Picture soundtrack album[image: External link] was released on December 5 by Music World Entertainment/Columbia Records, in both a single-disc version containing highlights and a double-disc "Deluxe Version" containing all of the film's songs. The single-disc version of the soundtrack peaked at number-one on the Billboard 200 during a slow sales week in early January 2007.[42] "Listen" was the first official single from the soundtrack, supported by a music video[image: External link] featuring Beyoncé. "And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going" was the Dreamgirls soundtrack's second single. Though a music video with all-original footage was once planned,[43] the video eventually released for "And I Am Telling You" comprised the entire corresponding scene in the actual film.
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 Reception
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 Premieres, road show engagements, and general releases




Dreamgirls premiered on December 4, 2006 at the Ziegfeld Theatre[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], where it received a standing ovation[image: External link].[44] The film's Los Angeles premiere was held on December 11 at the Wilshire Theater[image: External link] in Beverly Hills[image: External link].[45]

Similar to the releases of older Hollywood musicals such as The Sound of Music[image: External link], My Fair Lady[image: External link], and West Side Story[image: External link], Dreamgirls debuted with three special ten-day roadshow[image: External link] engagements beginning on December 15, 2006 at the Ziegfeld Theatre in New York City[image: External link], the Cinerama Dome[image: External link] in Los Angeles, and the AMC Metreon 15 in San Francisco[image: External link].[4] Tickets for the reserved seats were $25 each; the premium price included a forty-eight page full-color program and a limited-print lithograph[image: External link].[4] This release made Dreamgirls the first American feature film to have a roadshow release since Man of La Mancha[image: External link] in 1972.[4] Dreamgirls earned a total of $851,664 from the roadshow engagements, playing to sold-out houses on the weekends.[3][46][47] The film's national release, at regular prices, began on December 25. Outside of the U.S., Dreamgirls opened in Australia on January 18, and in the United Kingdom on February 2. Releases in other countries began on various dates between January and early March. Dreamgirls eventually grossed $103 million in the United States, and almost $155 million worldwide.[3]

DreamWorks Home Entertainment released Dreamgirls to home video on May 1, 2007[48] in DVD[image: External link], HD DVD[image: External link], and Blu-ray[image: External link] formats. The DVD version was issued in two editions: a one-disc standard version and a two-disc "Showstopper Edition". The two-disc version also included a feature-length production documentary, production featurettes, screen tests[image: External link], animatics[image: External link], and other previsualization[image: External link] materials and artwork.[48] Both DVD versions featured alternate and extended versions of the musical numbers from the film as extras, including the "Effie, Sing My Song" scene deleted during previews. An extended "director's cut[image: External link]" is currently planned for release in the future.[41]

Both the Blu-ray and HD DVD versions were issued in two-disc formats. Dreamgirls was the first DreamWorks film to be issued in a high definition[image: External link] home entertainment format.[49] Total Domestic Video Sales to date are $94,989,214.
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 Critical and celebrity reaction




Dreamgirls received positive reviews from critics. Review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] shows a 78% rating based on 200 reviews, with an average rating of 7.2/10. The site's consensus states: "Dreamgirls' simple characters and plot hardly detract from the movie's real feats: the electrifying performances and the dazzling musical numbers."[7] Metacritic reports a 76 out of 100 rating, based on 37 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[50] Rolling Stone's Peter Travers gave the film three and a half stars (out of four) and the number-two position on his "best of 2006" list, stating that "despite transitional bumps, Condon does Dreamgirls proud".[51][52] David Rooney of Variety reported that the film featured "tremendously exciting musical sequences" and that "after The Phantom of the Opera, Rent and The Producers botched the transfer from stage to screen, Dreamgirls gets it right."[53]

On the December 10, 2006 episode of the television show Ebert & Roeper[image: External link], Richard Roeper[image: External link] and guest critic Aisha Tyler[image: External link] (filling in for Roger Ebert[image: External link], who was recovering from cancer-related surgery) gave the film "two thumbs up", with Roeper's reservations that it was "a little short on heart and soul" and "deeply conventional".[54] Roeper still enjoyed the film, noting that Jennifer Hudson's rendition of "And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going" as the "show-stopping moment of any film of 2006" and very much enjoyed Murphy's performance as well, remarking that "people are going to love this film." [54] Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] was less enthusiastic, stating that while the film was "a damn good commercial movie, it is not the film that will revive the musical or win over the world".[55] Ed Gonzales of Slant magazine found the entire picture too glossy, and declared that "the film doesn't care to articulate the emotions that haunt its characters".[56] University of Sydney academic Timothy Laurie was critical of the film's social message, noting that "the worthy receive just deserts by working even harder for the industries that marginalise them".[57]

Many reviews, regardless of their overall opinion of the film, cited Hudson's and Murphy's performances as standouts, with Travers proclaiming Murphy's performance of "Jimmy's Rap" as "his finest screen moment."[51] Television host Oprah Winfrey saw the film during a November 15 press screening, and telephoned Hudson on the Oprah[image: External link] episode airing the next day, praising her performance as "a religious experience" and "a transcendent performance".[58] A review for The Celebrity Cafe echoes that Hudson's voice "is like nothing we’ve heard in a long time, and her acting is a great match for that power-house sound."[59]

Jennifer Holliday[image: External link], who originated the role of Effie onstage, expressed her disappointment at not being involved in the film project in several TV, radio, and print interviews.[60] Holliday in particular objected to the fact that her 1982 recording of "And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going" was used in an early Dreamgirls film teaser trailer created before production began. Many of the other original Dreamgirls Broadway cast members, among them Obba Babatundé[image: External link], Vondie Curtis-Hall[image: External link], and Cleavant Derricks[image: External link], were interviewed for a Jet magazine article in which they discussed their varying opinions of both the Dreamgirls film's script and production.[61]
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 Awards




DreamWorks and Paramount began a significant awards campaign for Dreamgirls while the film was still in production. In February 2006, the press was invited on set to a special live event showcasing the making of the film, including a live performance of "Steppin' to the Bad Side" by the cast.[62] Three months later, twenty minutes of the film — specifically, the musical sequences "Fake Your Way to the Top", "Family", "When I First Saw You", and "Dreamgirls" - were screened at the 2006 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], with most of the cast and crew in attendance.[63][64] The resulting positive buzz earned Dreamgirls the status of " front-runner[image: External link]" for the 2006 Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link] and several of the other Oscars as well.[65]

Following the success of the Cannes screening, DreamWorks and Paramount began a widespread "For Your Consideration[image: External link]" advertisement campaign, raising several eyebrows by demoting Jennifer Hudson to consideration for Best Supporting Actress and presenting Beyoncé Knowles as the sole Best Actress candidate, as opposed to having both compete for Best Actress awards. By contrast, the actresses who originated Hudson's and Knowles' roles on Broadway, Jennifer Holliday and Sheryl Lee Ralph[image: External link], respectively, were both nominated for the Tony Award for Best Leading Actress, with Holliday winning the award.[30] The presentation of Knowles over Hudson as the sole Best Actress candidate had interesting parallels with the film itself.[30]

Dreamgirls received eight 2007 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations covering six categories, the most of any film for the year, although it was not nominated for Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], or either of the lead acting categories. The film's nominations included Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] (Eddie Murphy), Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] (Jennifer Hudson), Best Achievement in Costume Design[image: External link], Best Achievement in Art Direction[image: External link], Best Achievement in Sound Mixing[image: External link], and three nominations for Best Song[image: External link] ("Listen", "Love You I Do", and "Patience"). Dreamgirls is the first live-action film to receive three nominations for Best Song; previously the Disney[image: External link] animated features Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] (1991) and The Lion King[image: External link] (1994) had each received three Academy Award nominations for Best Song; Enchanted[image: External link] (2007) has since repeated the feat.[66]

In addition, Dreamgirls was the first film in Academy Award history to receive the highest number of nominations for the year, yet not be nominated for Best Picture.[67] The film's failure to gain a Best Picture or Best Director nod was widely viewed by the entertainment press as a "snub" by the Academy.[68] Some journalists registered shock,[69] others cited a " backlash[image: External link]".[70] On the other hand, director Bill Condon stated that "I think academy members just liked the other movies better"[71] and that he believed that "we were never going to win even if we were nominated."[71] Reports emerged of significant behind-the-scenes in-fighting between the DreamWorks and Paramount camps, in particular between DreamWorks' David Geffen and Paramount CEO Brad Grey[image: External link], over decision making and credit-claiming during the Dreamgirls awards campaign.[72]

At the Academy Awards ceremony on February 25, 2007, Dreamgirls won Academy Award[image: External link] for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link] and Best Sound Mixing[image: External link]. As such, Hudson became one of the few actresses ever to win an Oscar for a film debut[image: External link] performance. In what was considered an upset, Murphy lost the Best Supporting Actor award to Alan Arkin[image: External link] for Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link]. Knowles, Hudson, Rose, and Robinson performed a medley of the three Dreamgirls songs nominated for Best Original Song, although all three songs lost the award to "I Need to Wake Up[image: External link]" from An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link].[73]

For the 2007 Golden Globe Awards, Dreamgirls was nominated in five categories: Best Picture - Comedy or Musical[image: External link], Best Actress in a Comedy or Musical (Beyoncé Knowles), Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] (Eddie Murphy), Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] (Jennifer Hudson), and Best Original Song ("Listen"). The film won the awards for Best Picture — Comedy or Musical, Best Supporting Actor, and Best Supporting Actress.[8] Dreamgirls received eight NAACP Image Award[image: External link] nominations, winning for Best Supporting Actress (Jennifer Hudson) and Outstanding Album (the soundtrack LP).[74] It was also named as one of the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s top ten films of 2006.

Dreamgirls also garnered Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link] for Supporting Actress (Jennifer Hudson) and Supporting Actor (Eddie Murphy), as well as a nomination for its ensemble cast.[75] The film was also nominated by the Producers Guild of America[image: External link] for Best Picture and the Directors Guild of America[image: External link] for Bill Condon's directing. The British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link] gave the film awards for Supporting Actress (Jennifer Hudson) and Music (Henry Krieger).

Furthermore, Dreamgirls was nominated for eleven 2007 International Press Academy Satellite Awards, and won four of the awards: Best Picture — Comedy or Musical, Best Director (Bill Condon), Best Actress in a Supporting Role (Jennifer Hudson), and Best Sound (Mixing & Editing).[76] Dreamgirls also received a record eleven Black Reel Award[image: External link] nominations, and won six of the awards, among them Best Film.[77] At the 50th Grammy Awards[image: External link] ceremony, "Love You I Do" won the award for Best Song Written for a Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media[image: External link].[78] The Dreamgirls soundtrack was also nominated for the Grammy for Best Compilation Soundtrack Album[image: External link].[78]

For the opening performance at the 2007 BET Awards on June 26 of that year, Hudson performed a duet of "And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going" with her predecessor, Jennifer Holliday. Later that night, Hudson won the BET Award for Best Actress.[79]
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 Related promotions and products




To give the story more exposure for the upcoming film release, DreamWorks and the licenser of the original play, The Tams-Witmark Music Library, announced that they would pay the licensing fees for all non-professional stage performances of Dreamgirls for the calendar year of 2006. DreamWorks hoped to encourage amateur productions of Dreamgirls, and familiarize a wider audience with the play. As a result, more than fifty high schools, colleges, community theaters, and other non-commercial theater entities staged productions of Dreamgirls in 2006, and DreamWorks spent up to $250,000 subsidizing the licensing.[80]

The Dreamgirls novelization[image: External link] was written by African-American novelist Denene Millner[image: External link], and adapts the film's official script in chapter form, along with fourteen pages of photographs from the film. The book was released on October 31, 2006. A scrapbook[image: External link], entitled Dreamgirls: The Movie Musical, was released on March 27, 2007. The limited edition program guide accompanying the Dreamgirls road show release was made available for retail purchase in February. In addition, the Tonnor Doll Company released "The Dreamettes" collection, featuring dolls of the characters Deena, Lorrell, and Effie, to coincide with the release of the film.
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 Allusions to actual events




Aside from the overall plot of the film and elements already present in the stage musical, many direct references to Supremes, Motown[image: External link], or R&B[image: External link]/soul history in general are included in the film. In one scene, Effie saunters into Curtis' office and discusses Rainbow Records' latest LP, The Great March to Freedom, a spoken word[image: External link] album featuring speeches by Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] This LP is an authentic Motown release, issued as Gordy 906 in June 1963.[81][82] A later scene features Curtis and the Dreams recording in the studio, while a riot[image: External link] rages outside. By comparison, Motown's Hitsville U.S.A.[image: External link] studio remained open and active during Detroit's 12th Street Riot[image: External link] in July 1967.[83][84] The photo shoot montage which accompanies "When I First Saw You", as well as the subplot of Deena being forced to star in Curtis' Cleopatra film against her will, reflect both scenes from and the production of Mahogany[image: External link], a 1975 Motown film starring Diana Ross and directed by Motown CEO Berry Gordy[image: External link].[85]

Among the more direct references are the uses of adapted Supremes album cover designs for albums recorded in the film by the Dreams. Three Supremes albums And One Diana Ross album - Let the Sunshine In[image: External link], Cream of the Crop[image: External link], Touch Me in the Morning[image: External link], and Touch[image: External link] - were reworked into Deena Jones & The Dreams album designs, with the only differences in the designs being the substitution of the names and images of the Supremes with those of Deena Jones & the Dreams. Another Dreams LP seen in the film, Meet the Dreams, is represented by an album cover derived from the designs for the Supremes LPs Meet The Supremes[image: External link] More Hits by The Supremes[image: External link] and The Supremes A' Go-Go[image: External link].[86] There is also a solo album, Just In Time, recorded by Deena Jones shown in the film, the album cover for which is based on Dionne Warwick[image: External link]'s 1970 album Very Dionne.

Diana Ross, long a critic of the Broadway version of Dreamgirls for what she saw as an appropriation of her life story,[87] denied having seen the film version.[88] On the other hand, Mary Wilson attended the film's Los Angeles premiere, later stating that Dreamgirls moved her to tears and that it was "closer to the truth than they even know".[89]

However, Smokey Robinson[image: External link] was less than pleased about the film's allusions to Motown history. In a January 25, 2007 interview with NPR[image: External link], Robinson expressed offense at the film's portrayal of its Berry Gordy[image: External link] analogue, Curtis Taylor Jr., as a "villainous character" who deals in payola[image: External link] and other illegal activities.[90] He repeated these concerns in a later interview with Access Hollywood, adding that he felt DreamWorks and Paramount owed Gordy an apology.[91] On February 23, a week before the Oscars ceremony, DreamWorks and Paramount issued an apology to Gordy and the other Motown alumni.[92] Gordy issued a statement shortly afterwards expressing his acceptance of the apology.[92]

The payola scheme used in the film's script, to which Robinson took offense, is identical to the payola scheme allegedly used by Gordy and the other Motown executives, according to sworn court depositions from Motown executive Michael Lushka, offered during the litigation between the label and its chief creative team, Holland–Dozier–Holland[image: External link].[93][94] Several references are also made to Mafia[image: External link]-backed loans Curtis uses to fund Rainbow Records.[95] Gordy was highly suspected, though never proven, to have used Mafia-backed loans to finance Motown during its later years.[96]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Year
	Category
	Recipient
	Result



	Academy Awards[image: External link][97]
	2007[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Eddie Murphy
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Jennifer Hudson
	Won



	Best Art Direction[image: External link]
	John Myhre[image: External link]

Nancy Haigh[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Sharen Davis[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Sound Mixing[image: External link]
	Michael Minkler[image: External link]

Bob Beemer[image: External link]

Willie D. Burton[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	" Listen[image: External link]" (Henry Krieger, Scott Cutler, Anne Preven)
	Nominated



	"Love You I Do[image: External link]" (Henry Krieger, Siedah Garrett[image: External link])
	Nominated



	" Patience[image: External link]" (Henry Krieger, Willie Reale[image: External link])
	Nominated



	African-American Film Critics Association Awards
	2006[image: External link]
	Best Picture
	
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor
	Eddie Murphy
	Won



	Best Supporting Actress
	Jennifer Hudson
	Won



	Best Director
	Bill Condon
	Won



	American Cinema Editors Awards[98]
	2007[image: External link]
	Best Edited Comedy or Musical Feature
	Virginia Katz
	Won



	Art Directors Guild Awards[98]
	2006[image: External link]
	Best Art Direction — Period Film
	John Myhre
	Nominated



	American Film Institute Awards
	2006[image: External link]
	Top Ten Movies of the Year
	
	Won



	Asian Excellence Awards[image: External link]
	2006
	Best Supporting Film Actress
	Sharon Leal[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Austin Film Critics Awards[98]
	2006[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Artist
	Jennifer Hudson
	Won



	British Academy Film Awards[image: External link][99]
	2007
	Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Jennifer Hudson
	Won



	Best Film Music[image: External link]
	Henry Krieger
	Nominated



	BET Awards
	2007
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Eddie Murphy
	Nominated



	Jamie Foxx
	Nominated



	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Jennifer Hudson
	Won



	Black Reel Awards[image: External link][77]
	2006
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Obsessed (2009 film)





Obsessed is a 2009 American thriller film[image: External link] directed by Steve Shill[image: External link]. The Rainforest Films[image: External link] production stars Idris Elba, Beyoncé, and Ali Larter. Obsessed tells the story of Lisa, an office temp played by Larter, who develops romantic feelings for her boss, Derek Charles (Elba), and repeatedly attempts to seduce him. Derek's wife, Sharon (Beyoncé), learns of Lisa's obsessive behavior, and suspects an affair. Screen Gems president Clint Culpepper conceived the basic idea of Obsessed, which was then developed by writer David Loughery[image: External link], allocated a production budget[image: External link] of $20 million, and filmed in the summer of 2008. Obsessed was inspired by the work of directors Roman Polanski[image: External link] and Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link], and its score[image: External link] was written by James Dooley[image: External link]. Lisa and Sharon were dressed in contrasting styles to reinforce their conflicting characters. Obsessed opened in US theaters on April 24, 2009, and UK theaters on May 29, 2009, and was distributed by Screen Gems[image: External link].

Obsessed received generally negative reviews from critics, many of whom were disappointed in the absence of an explanation for Lisa's obsession with Derek. Others noted that the potential theme of interracial conflict between the Charles family, who are black, and Lisa, who is white, was unexplored. The storyline of Obsessed has been compared with that of Fatal Attraction[image: External link] (1987) - a recollection in which Elba and Beyoncé have the Michael Douglas[image: External link] and Anne Archer[image: External link] roles, respectively, while Larter is in Glenn Close[image: External link]'s - although film critics disliked the fact that Derek did not yield to Lisa's seduction. The fight scene finale between Sharon and Lisa, however, was commended by reviewers, and won the MTV Movie Award for Best Fight. Obsessed spent its first week atop the US box office, and grossed $73.8 million from theaters, internationally.[2] Sony Pictures Home Entertainment[image: External link] released the film for home viewing on August 4, 2009, in the US and has sold 1.3 million DVDs, worth $21 million of consumer spending.[3]
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 Plot




Derek Charles (Idris Elba) works for a finance company and is married to Sharon (Beyoncé). While Derek is at work, he greets temporary worker[image: External link] Lisa Sheridan (Ali Larter), who, believing Derek was flirting with her, attempts to seduce him throughout the film. Derek repeatedly rejects her, but Lisa continues to pursue him, making sexual advances on him at the Christmas party and flashing[image: External link] him in his car. Derek intends to report Lisa to his firm's human resource management[image: External link], but learns that she has quit her job. Thinking that Lisa has given up, Derek is annoyed when he receives flirtatious emails from her. Derek and his workmates visit a resort for a conference, where he spots and confronts Lisa, who spikes[image: External link] his drink. Incapacitated, Derek is helpless when Lisa follows him into his hotel room and rapes him. He confronts Lisa again the following day, and hours later discovers her lying naked in his bed after attempting suicide[image: External link] by drug overdose[image: External link], and calls for medical help.

After repeated attempts to reach Derek on his phone, Sharon finds Derek at the hospital and suspects that he and Lisa had an affair, as Lisa claims. LAPD[image: External link] Detective Monica Reese (Christine Lahti[image: External link]) at first questions Derek's fidelity to Sharon as well, but soon becomes skeptical of Lisa's claims, due to inconsistencies in her side of the story, and informs Derek of her belief in him. Sharon, refusing to believe Derek, kicks him out of their house, and he moves into a separate apartment. Months later, Derek and Sharon meet up for dinner and finally reconcile. Meanwhile, Lisa tricks the babysitter Samantha (Scout Taylor-Compton[image: External link]) into letting her in under the pretense of being one of Sharon's friends. When Derek and Sharon return home after dinner, they discover that Lisa had been in the house and seemingly abducted[image: External link] Derek and Sharon's infant son, Kyle (Nathan and Nicolas Myers). Derek goes to his car with the intent to pursue Lisa, only to find the baby is safely sitting in the back seat. He and Sharon immediately take Kyle to the hospital for a check-up. When Derek and Sharon return home from the hospital, they find Lisa has trashed their bedroom and removed Sharon's face from their family portrait. Sharon leaves a threatening voice message on Lisa's phone, and she and Derek set up a home alarm system.

Lisa learns that Derek and Sharon will be going away from town for a few days, with Sharon leaving one afternoon and Derek the next day. While Sharon is on her way to pick up Kyle, she realizes she forgot to set the alarm system and returns home. Meanwhile, Lisa breaks into Derek and Sharon's house again and decorates the master bed with rose petals. While setting the alarm, Sharon hears Lisa in the bedroom. She confronts Lisa, who tries to convince her that Derek was seeing Lisa. However, Sharon sees through her lie and attempts to call the police, but Lisa tackles her to the floor, and the two engage in a fistfight. Derek calls the home phone and Lisa answers; he calls Detective Reese and they both head toward the house. Lisa runs to the attic and Sharon pursues her. Sharon leads her to a weak spot in the attic floor, where Lisa falls through. Seeing that Lisa is in mortal danger, Sharon reaches out in an attempt to grab Lisa and lift her up, but Lisa refuses and tries to pull Sharon down with her. Seeing that the floor is beginning to buckle, Sharon pries Lisa off of her arm. Lisa falls and smashes onto the glass table below. A chandelier falls from the ceiling onto Lisa, eventually killing her. Detective Reese arrives as Sharon comes out of the house. As soon as Detective Reese goes inside the house to investigate Lisa's actions, Derek soon arrives; he and Sharon then tearfully embrace one another.
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 Cast





	
Idris Elba as Derek Charles

	
Beyoncé as Sharon Charles

	
Ali Larter as Lisa Sheridan

	Nathan and Nicolas Myers as Kyle Charles

	
Christine Lahti[image: External link] as Detective Monica Reese

	
Scout Taylor-Compton[image: External link] as Samantha

	
Jerry O'Connell[image: External link] as Ben

	
Bruce McGill[image: External link] as Joe Gage

	Matthew Humphreys as Patrick

	
Richard Ruccolo[image: External link] as Hank
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 Production
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 Background




The concept of Obsessed was thought up by Clint Culpepper, president of Screen Gems[image: External link], and was shared with David Loughery[image: External link], who wrote the screenplay[image: External link]. Producer William Packer[image: External link] read the script and signed on; executive producers[image: External link] for the film were Glenn S. Gainor, Jeff Graup, Earvin "Magic" Johnson[image: External link], Beyoncé, Mathew Knowles[image: External link], Damon Lee and Loughery, while Nicholas Stern[image: External link] and George Flynn[image: External link] served as co-producer and associate producer, respectively.[4] Director Steve Shill[image: External link] signed on after reading the script and hearing that Beyoncé was on board.[5] Part of the reason Elba joined in was that the black–white theme was ignored; "It's not mentioned in the film, it's never an issue, and I think that's phenomenal ... To me, that was very refreshing that the studio execs didn't want to make an issue of it."[6] Obsessed was allocated a production budget[image: External link] of $20 million.[2] Shill stated that the intended effect of the film was to have the audience discuss the characters' motivations.[7] Writer David Loughery[image: External link] designed Lisa as "not a villain in a traditional sense; she's not setting out to wreck a marriage or ruin somebody's life. She really believes that [Derek] is in love with her."[8] Lisa's past was deliberately omitted from the film, explaining, "It's scarier if we never really know how she's developed this personality that can go from very loving to ultimately deadly."[5]
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 Casting and filming




The casting directors[image: External link] for Obsessed were Ron Digman and Valorie Massalas.[4] According to Packer, Elba and Larter were the favorite actors for their respective lead roles; he stated that "they both brought the right amount of depth and sex appeal" to the film. He emphasized the need for actors "who were relatable and who can handle that type of human interplay that we have in the film."[9] Packer showed the film script to Beyoncé's talent agent[image: External link], who suggested that Beyoncé play the role of Sharon. The producers "immediately ... fell in love with that idea; once she suggested Beyoncé, nobody else could play the role."[10] Packer said that Beyoncé became interested in working on Obsessed because the film was not focused on the music industry, and that it was the first time she played a non-singer. Packer also reported that "she was looking for that challenge and welcomed this opportunity".[9] Beyoncé stated that she found it challenging to concentrate purely on "the emotion and the psychology of the relationship".[11] Beyoncé had never taken part in a fight scene[image: External link], but she was able to learn how to perform the scenes quickly because they were similar to dance choreography, with which she was familiar.[12] Larter was inspired by Rita Hayworth[image: External link], Barbara Stanwyck[image: External link] and Faye Dunaway[image: External link], all of whom had previously portrayed femme fatales[image: External link].[13] Obsessed was filmed over the summer of 2008,[14] and the final fight scene between Sharon and Lisa was shot over one week.[13]
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 Set and costumes




Shill and cinematographer Ken Seng were inspired by Roman Polanski[image: External link] and Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link] when constructing the set[image: External link], and attempted to make it look both frightening and suburban. Shill stated, "It didn't look like typical Hollywood; it didn't look cosmetic."[5] The Charles' family home was set in a 1923 Altadena, California[image: External link] house, however the action scenes were shot on a separate purpose-built set. The set was customized from a house built for The Stepfather[image: External link] (2009), which in turn was adapted from a block of apartments for Quarantine[image: External link] (2008). The Charles' living room had a ceiling 25 feet (7.6 m) high, and a custom-built chandelier for the climactic ending of the film. According to Gainor, the house is symbolic of the family's aspirations, and is intentionally too large for the three occupants; he said, "It's a little awkward and a little bit eerie." The fight scene was filmed on a sound stage[image: External link] set, rather than in the house, for safety and practicability reasons.[5]

Costume designer Maya Lieberman attempted to contrast the costumes of Sharon and Lisa to reinforce the conflict between the two characters. She said, "With Ali, our discussion started with wanting really clean, classic and sharp lines, whereas Beyoncé's character [wore] more soft, more textural cashmeres and knits."[5] Sharon wore clothes designed by Zac Posen[image: External link], Yves Saint Laurent[image: External link], Jimmy Choo[image: External link], Diane von Fürstenberg[image: External link], Valentino[image: External link], Stella McCartney[image: External link] and Missoni[image: External link], while Lisa wore Gucci, Dolce & Gabbana[image: External link] and Burberry[image: External link] outfits. Derek was dressed in Dolce & Gabbana and Versace[image: External link] suits with Thomas Pink[image: External link] shirts to create a "prestigious yet contemporary" look.[5]
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 Music




The film score[image: External link] for Obsessed was written by James Dooley[image: External link].[15] The beginning of Obsessed, where the Charles are seen in their home, plays adult contemporary music[image: External link] in the background. The remainder of the film's first act is supported by light piano[image: External link] instrumentation, and occasional "low-register whoosh-thump noises, of the kind you might hear in a stalker movie", according to Sady Doyle of The Guardian.[16]

Studio recorded songs on the soundtrack[image: External link] of Obsessed are "Any Other Day" (Wyclef Jean and Norah Jones), "Black and Gold[image: External link]" (Sam Sparro[image: External link]), "Soul Food" (Martina Topley-Bird[image: External link]), "American Boy[image: External link]" ( Estelle[image: External link]), "Jolly Holly (Deck the Halls)[image: External link]" (Mike Strickland), "I'm Gonna Getcha" ( Crudo[image: External link]), "The Christmas Song[image: External link]" (Marcus Miller[image: External link]), "Play That Funky Music[image: External link]" (Wild Cherry[image: External link]), "Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas[image: External link]" (Ruben Studdard[image: External link] and Tamyra Gray[image: External link]), "Wild Thing[image: External link]" (Tone Lōc[image: External link]), "Oye Al Desierto" (With the Quickness), " Destiny[image: External link]" (Zero 7[image: External link]), "Meet the Brilliant" (Draque Bozung), " Golden[image: External link]" (Jill Scott[image: External link]), "Bambool Wall" (Patch), and "Smash into You" (Beyoncé).[17]
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 Release and reception




Obsessed premiered at the School of Visual Arts[image: External link], New York City[image: External link] on April 23, 2009,[18] and opened at US cinemas the following day.[19] The film began showing in the United Kingdom on May 29, 2009.[20]
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 Critical response




Obsessed received generally negative reviews from critics. Based on 85 reviews collected by Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a "Rotten" rating from critics, with 19% positive reviews and an average rating of 3.7 out of 10. The site's consensus reads "The inevitable Fatal Attraction[image: External link] comparisons aside, Obsessed is a generic, toothless thriller both instantly predictable and instantly forgettable."[19] Another review aggreatator, Metacritic, gave the film a weighted mean[image: External link] score of 25 out of 100, based on ten reviews from mainstream critics.[21] A common complaint about the film was that, unlike most "deranged stalker"-themed films, Obsessed did not explain why Lisa was so determined to seduce Derek, who showed no interest in her at all.[22] Variety's John Anderson and The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]'s Kirk Honeycutt criticized Lisa's lack of motive and backstory.[4] Stella Papamichael of Digital Spy called the film predictable and blamed the well-defined morality of the characters. She wrote, "Unlike the bunny-boiling '80s classic Fatal Attraction, the characters are drawn in 2D. They are either good or bad, and there is absolutely no attempt to understand what drives them either way."[23] Liz Braun from Jam![image: External link] lambasted the lack of character development in Obsessed and called it "a chemistry-free movie".[24] Jason McKiernan of Filmcritic.com[image: External link] described the film as "so steeped in the formula of the psycho-sexual suspense flick that it works as both a thriller and a comedy" and "very good trash".[25]

Reviewers also noted that the potential for interracial conflict remained unexplored; Entertainment Weekly's Owen Gleiberman wrote, "The movie wants to tease us with intimations of a steamy biracial liaison; it just doesn't want to actually go there."[26] Wesley Morris of The Boston Globe was disappointed that "Obsessed basically plays it safe. The obvious racial buttons are never pushed".[27] Greg Quill from the Toronto Star agreed, and wrote that Shill and Loughery "stripped the drama of its potentially gripping – and obvious – racial overtones".[28] However, Carrie Rickey of The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link] pointed out that having the two female roles of differing races "creates racial tension", and noted similarities to "the racially charged" Lakeview Terrace[image: External link] (2008), which Loughery also wrote.[29] Braun was of the impression that a well-written script was replaced by the film's "racial politics".[24] When Derek confronts Lisa at the business conference, she threatens him with a sexual harassment[image: External link] complaint; Sady Doyle from The Guardian wrote that this alludes to "the history of black men being lynched for their perceived threat to white women".[16] Doyle pointed out that historically white women are more revered for their beauty than black women, which is a side theme of the fight between Sharon and Lisa.[16] Melissa Anderson of LA Weekly[image: External link] suggested that awkwardness of the interracial relationship of Derek and Lisa as a reason why the filmmakers did not have the two characters partake in any sexual activity.[30]

Critics drew close comparisons between Obsessed and Adrian Lyne[image: External link]'s 1987 stalker thriller Fatal Attraction[image: External link]. However, two distinctions noted were that Obsessed contains no bunny boiling[image: External link]-like incidents,[28] and that Derek and Lisa did not actually have sexual intercourse.[26] John Anderson of Variety wrote, "If Derek had actually slept with Lisa, a la Michael Douglas in Fatal Attraction, Obsessed would at least have had the spurned-woman gambit to play, however hoary."[4] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone gave the film zero out of four stars, and wrote that Derek's lack of interest in Lisa allowed for no conflict in the film. Travers concluded, "Everything you need to know is in the trailer."[31] The Daily Telegraph's Tim Robey thought that Obsessed would have been more entertaining had Lisa's character been fiercer like Alex Forrest in Fatal Attraction.[32] Rickey opined that while the lack of infidelity made the film less thrilling, it "is about the sanctity of marriage rather than the shame of adultery."[29]

The final fight scene between Sharon and Lisa was lauded by critics. Marjorie Baumgarten from The Austin Chronicle[image: External link] stated that, despite the predictability of its plot, Obsessed caters to "the American moviegoers' appetite for a juicy catfight."[33] E! Online[image: External link]'s Natasha Vargas-Cooper lauded the choreography and noted the scene as the highlight of the film.[34] McKiernan called it the "best knock-down, drag-out girlfight" of 2009.[25] However, Alex Navarro from Screened[image: External link] called the fight "boring" because of the poor filming and editing of the scene.[22]
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 Awards and nominations




At the 2009 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link], Obsessed was nominated in the category of Choice Movie: Drama[image: External link], while Beyoncé was a nominee for the Choice Movie Actress: Drama award. The fight scene between Sharon and Lisa garnered Beyoncé and Larter a nomination in the Teen Choice Awards' Choice Movie Rumble category, but lost to Twilight.[35] Beyoncé and Larter were nominated in the categories of Worst Actress[image: External link] and Worst Supporting Actress[image: External link], but lost to Sandra Bullock[image: External link] and Sienna Miller[image: External link] respectively, at the 30th Golden Raspberry Awards[image: External link] ("Razzies").[36] Idris Elba was a nominee for the award for Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link] at the 41st NAACP Image Awards, but lost to Morgan Freeman[image: External link]'s portrayal of Nelson Mandela[image: External link] in Invictus[image: External link] (2009).[37] Obsessed won the award for Best Fight at the 2010 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link], for the fight between Sharon and Lisa.[38] The stunt[image: External link] work was recognized at the 2010 Taurus World Stunt Awards[image: External link] with nominations for Best Fight and Best High Work, and the award for Best Overall Stunt by a Woman.[39]
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 Box office




Obsessed was screened at 2,514 theaters and grossed $11,209,297 on its opening day of April 24, 2009;[40] it ended its opening weekend at the top of the box office, with gross revenue of $28,612,730 in those three days,[41][42] and became the second-biggest opening weekend for a Screen Gems film ever.[43] The film spent its entire first week of release at number one and grossed $34,802,334, however it slipped to number three the following week due to the release of X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] and Ghosts of Girlfriends Past[image: External link].[42][44] Obsessed closed in US cinemas on June 14, 2009, having grossed $68,261,644 domestically in its eight weeks of availability, which made up 92.5% of its gross worldwide takings. Outside the US, the film grossed an additional $5,568,696, bringing its total gross box office revenue to $73,830,340.[2] The top performing international territory was Spain, with an opening weekend of $646,760 and a final total of 1,914,828, followed by the United Kingdom with a total of $854,917, Germany with $529,794, and the region of Southern Africa with $343,932.[2]
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 Home media




Obsessed was released for home viewing via DVD, Blu-ray and digital distribution by Sony Pictures Home Entertainment[image: External link] on August 4, 2009 in the US. In its first week of release, Obsessed sold 540,925 DVD copies in the US, worth $8,806,259 of sales. To date the film has sold 1,263,325 DVDs in the US, worth $22,875,547 of consumer expenditure.[3]
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	List of films featuring home invasions[image: External link]
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Etta James





Etta James (born Jamesetta Hawkins; January 25, 1938 – January 20, 2012) was an American singer who performed in various genres, including blues, R&B[image: External link], soul, rock and roll[image: External link], jazz[image: External link] and gospel[image: External link]. Starting her career in 1954, she gained fame with hits such as "The Wallflower[image: External link]", "At Last", "Tell Mama[image: External link]", "Something's Got a Hold on Me[image: External link]", and "I'd Rather Go Blind[image: External link]". [1] She faced a number of personal problems, including heroin addiction[image: External link], severe physical abuse, and incarceration[image: External link], before making a musical comeback in the late 1980s with the album Seven Year Itch[image: External link].[2]

James's powerful, earthy voice bridged the gap between rhythm and blues[image: External link] and rock and roll[image: External link]. She won six Grammy Awards[image: External link] and 17 Blues Music Awards[image: External link]. She was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1993, the Blues Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 2001, and the Grammy Hall of Fame[image: External link] in both 1999 and 2008.[3] Rolling Stone magazine ranked James number 22 on its list of the 100 Greatest Singers of All Time and number 62 on its list of the 100 Greatest Artists.[4][5]
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 Early life and career: 1938–1959




Hawkins was born on January 25, 1938, in Los Angeles, California[image: External link], to Dorothy Hawkins, who was 14 at the time. Her father has never been identified.[6] James speculated that she was the daughter of pool player Rudolf "Minnesota Fats" Wanderone[image: External link], whom she met briefly in 1987.[7] Her mother was frequently absent from their apartment in Watts[image: External link], conducting relationships with various men, and Jamesetta lived with a series of foster parents, most notably "Sarge" and "Mama" Lu. James referred to her mother as "the Mystery Lady".[6]

James received her first professional vocal training at the age of five from James Earle Hines, musical director of the Echoes of Eden choir at the St. Paul Baptist Church, in south-central Los Angeles. Under his tutelage, she suffered physical abuse during her formative years, with her instructor often punching her in the chest while she sang to force her to voice to come from her gut. As a consequence, she developed an unusually strong voice for a child her age.[8] She became a popular singing attraction, and Sarge tried unsuccessfully to pressure the church into compensating their family for her singing.

Sarge, like the musical director[image: External link] for the choir[image: External link], was also abusive. During drunken poker games at home, he would awaken Jamesetta in the early morning hours and force her with beatings to sing for his friends. She was a bed-wetter and often soaked with urine on these occasions. The trauma of her foster father forcing her to sing under these humiliating circumstances led to difficulties for her to sing on demand throughout her career.[9]

In 1950, Mama Lu died, and James's biological mother took her to the Fillmore district[image: External link] of San Francisco.[10] Within a couple of years, she began listening to doo-wop[image: External link] and was inspired to form a girl group[image: External link], the Creolettes (because of the members' light-skinned complexions).

At the age of 14, she met the musician Johnny Otis[image: External link]. Stories on how they met vary. In Otis's version, she came to his hotel after one of his performances in the city and persuaded him to audition her. Another story was that Otis spotted the Creolettes performing at a Los Angeles nightclub and sought for them to record his "answer song[image: External link]" to Hank Ballard[image: External link]'s "Work with Me, Annie[image: External link]". Otis took the group under his wing, helping them sign to Modern Records[image: External link] and changing their name from the Creolettes to the Peaches. He also gave the singer her stage name, transposing Jamesetta into Etta James. James recorded the version, for which she was given credit as co-author, in 1954, and the record was released in early 1955 as "Dance with Me, Henry[image: External link]". The original title of the song was "Roll with Me, Henry", but it was changed to avoid censorship due to the off-color title (roll connoting sexual activity). In February of that year, the song reached number one on the Hot Rhythm & Blues Tracks chart.[11] Its success gave the group an opening spot on Little Richard[image: External link]'s national tour.[12]

While James was on tour with Richard, the pop singer Georgia Gibbs[image: External link] recorded a version of James's song, which was released under the title "The Wallflower" and became a crossover[image: External link] hit, reaching number one on the Billboard Hot 100, which angered James. After leaving the Peaches, James had another R&B hit with "Good Rockin' Daddy" but struggled with follow-ups. When her contract with Modern came up for renewal in 1960, she signed a contract with Chess Records[image: External link] instead. Shortly afterwards she was involved in a relationship with the singer Harvey Fuqua[image: External link], the founder of the doo-wop group the Moonglows[image: External link].

The musician Bobby Murray[image: External link], known as Taters, toured with James for 20 years. He wrote that James had her first hit single when she was 15 years old and went steady with B.B. King[image: External link] in Memphis when she was 16. James believed that King's hit single "Sweet Sixteen" was about her.[13] In early 1955, she and an aspiring singer, the 19-year-old Elvis Presley[image: External link], then recording for Sun Studios[image: External link] and an avid fan of King's, shared a bill in a large club just outside Memphis. In her autobiography, she noted how impressed she was with the young singer's manners. She also recalled how happy he made her many years later when she found out that it was Presley who had moved her close friend Jackie Wilson[image: External link] from a substandard convalescent home to a more appropriate facility and, as she put it, paid all the expenses. Presley died a year later. Wilson went on to live for another ten years in the care center Presley found for him.
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 Chess and Warner Brothers years: 1960–1978




Dueting with Harvey Fuqua[image: External link], James recorded for Argo Records[image: External link] (later renamed Cadet Records[image: External link]), a label established by Chess. Her first hit singles with Fuqua were "If I Can't Have You" and " Spoonful[image: External link]". Her first solo hit was the doo-wop–styled rhythm-and-blues song "All I Could Do Was Cry[image: External link]", which was a number two R&B hit.[14] Chess Records co-founder Leonard Chess[image: External link] envisioned James as a classic ballad stylist who had potential to cross over to the pop charts and soon surrounded the singer with violins and other string instruments.[14] The first string-laden ballad James recorded was "My Dearest Darling" in May 1960, which peaked in the top five of the R&B chart. James sang background vocals for her labelmate Chuck Berry[image: External link] on his "Back in the U.S.A.[image: External link]"[15][16]

Her debut album, At Last![image: External link], was released in late 1960 and was noted for its varied selection of music, from jazz standards[image: External link] to blues to doo-wop and rhythm and blues[image: External link] (R&B).[17] The album included the future classic "I Just Want to Make Love to You[image: External link]" and "A Sunday Kind of Love[image: External link]". In early 1961, James released what was to become her signature song, "At Last", which reached number two on the R&B chart and number 47 on the Billboard Hot 100. Though the record was not as successful as expected, her rendition has become the best-known version of the song.[15] James followed that with "Trust in Me", which also included string instruments.[14] Later that same year, James released a second studio album, The Second Time Around[image: External link]. The album took the same direction as her first, covering jazz and pop standards and with strings on many of the songs. It produced two hit singles, "Fool That I Am" and "Don't Cry Baby".[18]

James started adding gospel elements in her music the following year, releasing "Something's Got a Hold on Me", which peaked at number four on the R&B chart and was a Top 40 pop hit.[19] That success was quickly followed by "Stop the Wedding", which reached number six on the R&B chart and also had gospel elements.[15] In 1963, she had another major hit with "Pushover" and released the live album Etta James Rocks the House[image: External link], recorded at the New Era Club in Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link].[14] After a couple years of minor hits, James's career started to suffer after 1965. After a period of isolation, she returned to recording in 1967 and reemerged with more gutsy R&B numbers thanks to her recording at the legendary FAME Studios in Muscle Shoals, Alabama[image: External link]. These sessions yielded her comeback hit "Tell Mama[image: External link]", co-written by Clarence Carter[image: External link], which reached number ten R&B and number twenty-three pop. An album of the same name was also released that year and included her take on Otis Redding[image: External link]'s "Security".[20] The B-side[image: External link] of "Tell Mama" was "I'd Rather Go Blind[image: External link]", which became a blues classic and has been recorded by many other artists. In her autobiography, Rage to Survive, she wrote that she heard the song outlined by her friend Ellington "Fugi" Jordan when she visited him in prison.[21] According to her account, she wrote the rest of the song with Jordan, but for tax reasons gave her songwriting credit to her partner at the time, Billy Foster.

Following this success, James became an in-demand concert performer though she never again reached the heyday of her early to mid-1960s success. Her records continued to chart in the R&B[image: External link] Top 40 in the early 1970s, with singles such as "Losers Weepers" (1970) and "I Found a Love" (1972). Though James continued to record for Chess, she was devastated by the death of Leonard Chess[image: External link] in 1969. James ventured into rock and funk with the release of her self-titled album in 1973, with production from the famed rock producer Gabriel Mekler[image: External link], who had worked with Steppenwolf[image: External link] and Janis Joplin[image: External link], who had admired James and had covered "Tell Mama" in concert. The album, known for its mixture of musical styles, was nominated for a Grammy Award.[20] The album did not produce any major hits; neither did the follow-up, Come a Little Closer, in 1974, though, like Etta James before it, the album was also critically acclaimed. James continued to record for Chess (now owned by All Platinum Records[image: External link]), releasing one more album in 1976, Etta Is Betta Than Evvah! Her 1978 album Deep in the Night, produced by Jerry Wexler[image: External link] for Warner Bros., incorporated more rock-based music in her repertoire.[14] That same year, James was the opening act for the Rolling Stones[image: External link] and performed at the Montreux Jazz Festival[image: External link]. Following this brief success, however, she left Chess Records and did not record for another ten years as she struggled with drug addiction and alcoholism.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Later career: 1984–2012




Though she continued to perform, little was heard of James until 1984, when she contacted David Wolper[image: External link] and asked to perform in the opening ceremony of the 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link], at which she sang "When the Saints Go Marching In[image: External link]".[22] In 1987 she performed "Rock & Roll Music[image: External link]" with Chuck Berry[image: External link] in the documentary film Hail! Hail! Rock 'n' Roll[image: External link].

In 1989, she signed with Island Records[image: External link] and released the albums Seven Year Itch and Stickin' to My Guns, both of which were produced by Barry Beckett[image: External link] and recorded at FAME Studios.[20] Also in 1989 James was filmed in a concert at the Wiltern Theater[image: External link] in Los Angeles with Joe Walsh[image: External link] and Albert Collins[image: External link] for the film Jazzvisions[image: External link]: Jump the Blues Away. Many of the backing musicians were top-flight players from Los Angeles: Rick Rosas[image: External link] (bass), Michael Huey[image: External link] (drums), Ed Sanford (Hammond B3 organ), Kip Noble (piano) and Josh Sklair, her longtime guitar player.

James participated with the rap singer Def Jef[image: External link] on the song "Droppin' Rhymes on Drums", which mixed James's jazz vocals with hip-hop. In 1992, she recorded the album The Right Time[image: External link], produced by Jerry Wexler[image: External link] for Elektra Records. She was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1993.[11]

James signed with Private Music Records[image: External link] in 1993 and recorded a Billie Holiday[image: External link] tribute album, Mystery Lady: Songs of Billie Holiday.[19] The album set a trend of incorporating more jazz elements in James's music.[14] The album won James her first Grammy Award, for Best Jazz Vocal Performance, Female[image: External link], in 1994. In 1995, her autobiography, A Rage to Survive, co-written with David Ritz, was published. Also in 1995, she recorded the album Time After Time. A Christmas album, Etta James Christmas, was released in 1998.[14]

By the mid-1990s, James's earlier classic music was being used in commercials, including "I Just Wanna Make Love to You[image: External link]". After of the song was used in a UK commercial, it reached the top ten on the UK charts in 1996.[11]

By 1998, with the release of Life, Love & the Blues[image: External link], she had added as backing musicians her sons, Donto and Sametto, on drums and bass, respectively.[23] They continued as part of her touring band. She went on recording for Private Music, which released the blues album Matriarch of the Blues in 2000, on which she returned to her R&B roots; Rolling Stone hailed it as a "solid return to roots", further stating that with this album she was "reclaiming her throne—and defying anyone to knock her off it".[19] In 2001, she was inducted into the Blues Hall of Fame and the Rockabilly Hall of Fame[image: External link], the latter for her contributions to the developments of both rock and roll and rockabilly[image: External link]. In 2003, she received a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link]. On her 2004 release, Blue Gardenia, she returned to a jazz style. Her final album for Private Music, Let's Roll[image: External link], released in 2005, won the Grammy Award for Best Contemporary Blues Album[image: External link].[24]

In 2004, Rolling Stone magazine ranked her number 62 on its list of the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time[image: External link].[25]

James performed at the top jazz festivals in the world, such as the Montreux Jazz Festival[image: External link] in 1977, 1989, 1990 and 1993.[26] She performed nine times at the legendary Monterey Jazz Festival[image: External link] and five times at the San Francisco Jazz Festival[image: External link]. She also often performed at free summer arts festivals throughout the United States.

In 2008, James was portrayed by Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link] in the film Cadillac Records, a fictional account of Chess Records, James's label for 18 years, and how label founder and producer Leonard Chess helped the careers of James and others.[27] The film portrayed her pop hit "At Last". James and Knowles were seen embracing at a red-carpet event following the film's release. James later said that her previous critical remarks about Knowles for having performed "At Last" at the inauguration of Barack Obama[image: External link] were a joke stemming from how she felt hurt that she herself was not invited to sing her song.[28] It was later reported that Alzheimer's disease[image: External link] and "drug induced dementia[image: External link]" had contributed to her negative comments about Knowles.[29]

In April 2009, at the age of 71, James made her final television appearance, performing "At Last" on the program Dancing with the Stars[image: External link]. In May 2009, she received the Soul/Blues Female Artist of the Year award from the Blues Foundation[image: External link], the ninth time she won the award. She carried on touring but by 2010 had to cancel concert dates because of her gradually failing health, after it was revealed that she was suffering from dementia[image: External link] and leukemia[image: External link]. In November 2011, James released her final album, The Dreamer[image: External link], which was critically acclaimed upon its release. She announced that this would be her final album. Her continuing relevance was affirmed in 2011 when the Swedish DJ Avicii[image: External link] achieved substantial chart success with the song " Levels[image: External link]", which samples her 1962 song "Something's Got a Hold on Me[image: External link]". The same sample was used by the rapper Flo Rida in his 2011 hit single "Good Feeling[image: External link]". Both artists issued statements of condolence upon James's death.[30]
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 Style and influence




James possessed the vocal range of a contralto[image: External link].[31] Her musical style changed during the course of her career. At the beginning her recording career, in the mid-1950s, James was marketed as an R&B and doo-wop[image: External link] singer.[14] After signing with Chess Records in 1960, James broke through as a traditional pop[image: External link]-styled singer, covering jazz and pop music standards on her debut album, At Last![32] James's voice deepened and coarsened, moving her musical style in her later years into the genres of soul and jazz.[14]

James was once considered one of the most overlooked blues and R&B musicians in the music history of the United States[image: External link]. It was not until the early 1990s, when she began receiving major industry awards from the Grammys and the Blues Foundation, that she began to receive wide recognition. In recent years, she was seen as bridging the gap between rhythm and blues and rock and roll. James has influenced a wide variety of musicians, including Diana Ross, Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Janis Joplin[image: External link], Bonnie Raitt[image: External link], Shemekia Copeland[image: External link],[19] and Hayley Williams[image: External link] of Paramore[image: External link][33] as well as British artists The Rolling Stones[image: External link],[34] Rod Stewart[image: External link],[35] Elkie Brooks[image: External link],[36] Amy Winehouse,[35] Paloma Faith[image: External link],[37] Joss Stone[image: External link][38] Rita Ora, and Adele,[39] and the Belgian singer Dani Klein[image: External link].

Her song "Something's Got a Hold on Me[image: External link]" has been recognized in many ways. Brussels[image: External link] music act Vaya Con Dios[image: External link] covered the song on their 1990 album Night Owls[image: External link]. Another version, performed by Christina Aguilera[image: External link], was in the 2010 film Burlesque[image: External link]. Pretty Lights[image: External link] sampled the song in "Finally Moving", followed by Avicii[image: External link]'s dance hit " Levels[image: External link]", and again in Flo Rida's single "Good Feeling[image: External link]".
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 Personal life




James encountered a string of legal problems during the early 1970s due to her heroin addiction. She was continuously in and out of rehabilitation centers, including the Tarzana Treatment Centers, in Los Angeles, California. Her husband Artis Mills, whom she married in 1969, accepted responsibility when they were both arrested for heroin possession and served a 10-year prison sentence.[40] He was released from prison in 1981 and was still married to James at her death.[19]

In 1974, James was sentenced to drug treatment instead of serving time in prison. She was in the Tarzana Psychiatric Hospital for 17 months, at the age of 36, and went through a great struggle at the start of treatment. In her autobiography, she said that the time she spent in the hospital changed her life. After leaving treatment, however, her substance abuse continued after she developed a relationship with a man who was also using drugs. In 1988, at the age of 50, she entered the Betty Ford Center[image: External link], in Palm Springs, California[image: External link], for treatment.[19] In 2010, she received treatment for a dependency on painkillers[image: External link].[41]

James had two sons, Donto and Sametto. Both started performing with their mother — Donto played drums at Montreux in 1993, and Sametto played bass guitar circa 2003.[42]
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 Death




James was hospitalized in January 2010 to treat an infection caused by MRSA[image: External link], a bacterium resistant to most antibiotics. During her hospitalization, her son Donto revealed that she had received a diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease[image: External link] in 2008.[29]

She was diagnosed with leukemia[image: External link] in early 2011. The illness became terminal[image: External link], and she died on January 20, 2012, just five days before her 74th birthday, at Parkview Hospital in Riverside, California[image: External link].[43][44] Her death came three days after that of Johnny Otis[image: External link], the man who had discovered her in the 1950s. Additionally, just 36 days after her death, her sideman Red Holloway[image: External link] also died.

Her funeral, presided over by Reverend Al Sharpton[image: External link], took place in Gardena, California[image: External link] eight days after her death. The singers Stevie Wonder[image: External link] and Christina Aguilera[image: External link] each gave a musical tribute.[45][46] She was entombed at Inglewood Park Cemetery[image: External link] in Los Angeles County, California.
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 Awards




From 1989, James received over 30 awards and recognitions from eight different organizations, including the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum[image: External link] and the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link] which organizes the Grammys[image: External link].

In 1989, the newly formed Rhythm and Blues Foundation[image: External link] included James in their first Pioneer Awards for artists whose "lifelong contributions have been instrumental in the development of Rhythm & Blues music".[47] The following year, 1990, she received an NAACP Image Award, which is given for "outstanding achievements and performances of people of color in the arts";[48] an award she cherished as it "was coming from my own people".[49]


	1993, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link]


	2001, Rockabilly Hall of Fame[image: External link]


	April 18, 2003,[50] Hollywood Chamber of Commerce Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link], star at 7080 Hollywood Blvd, and Broadcast Music, Inc. (BMI) Lifetime Achievement Award[51]


	2006, Billboard R&B Founders Award[52]
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 Grammys




The Grammy Awards are awarded annually by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link]. James has received six Grammy Awards. Her first was in 1995, when she was awarded Best Jazz Vocal Performance for the album Mystery Lady, which consisted of covers of Billie Holiday[image: External link] songs.[53] Two other albums have also won awards, Let's Roll[image: External link] (Best Contemporary Blues Album) in 2003, and Blues to the Bone (Best Traditional Blues Album) in 2004. Two of her early songs have been given Grammy Hall of Fame Awards[image: External link] for "qualitative or historical significance": "At Last", in 1999,[54] and "The Wallflower (Dance with Me, Henry)[image: External link]" in 2008.[55] In 2003, she was given the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link].[56]



	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result



	1961[image: External link]
	"All I Could Do Was Cry"
	Best Rhythm & Blues Performance
	Nominated



	1962[image: External link]
	"Fool That I Am"
	Best Rhythm & Blues Performance
	Nominated



	1968[image: External link]
	"Tell Mama[image: External link]"
	Best R&B Solo Vocal Performance, Female
	Nominated



	1969[image: External link]
	"Security"
	Nominated



	1974[image: External link]
	Etta James
	Nominated



	1975[image: External link]
	"St. Louis Blues"
	Nominated



	1989[image: External link]
	"Seven Year Itch[image: External link]"
	Best Contemporary Blues Recording[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1991[image: External link]
	Stickin' to My Guns
	Nominated



	1993[image: External link]
	The Right Time
	Nominated



	1995[image: External link]
	Mystery Lady: Songs of Billie Holiday
	Best Jazz Vocal Performance[image: External link]
	Won



	1999[image: External link]
	"At Last"
	Grammy Hall of Fame Award[image: External link]
	Inducted



	Life, Love & the Blues
	Best Contemporary Blues Album
	Nominated



	2000[image: External link]
	Heart of a Woman[image: External link]
	Best Jazz Vocal Performance
	Nominated



	2002[image: External link]
	Matriarch of the Blues
	Best Contemporary Blues Album
	Nominated



	2003[image: External link]
	Etta James
	Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link]
	Inducted



	2004[image: External link]
	Let's Roll
	Best Contemporary Blues Album
	Won



	2005[image: External link]
	Blues to the Bone[image: External link]
	Best Traditional Blues Album[image: External link]
	Won



	2008[image: External link]
	"The Wallflower[image: External link]"
	Grammy Hall of Fame Award
	Inducted
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 Blues Foundation




The members of the Blues Foundation, a nonprofit organization set up in Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link], to foster the blues and its heritage,[57] have nominated James for a Blues Music Award[image: External link] nearly every year since its founding in 1980; and she received some form of Blues Female Artist of the Year award 14 times since 1989, continuously from 1999 to 2007.[58] Her albums Life, Love, & the Blues (1999), Burnin' Down the House (2003), and Let's Roll (2004) were awarded Soul/Blues Album of the Year,[58] and in 2001 she was inducted into the Blues Hall of Fame[image: External link].[53]
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 Discography




Main article: Etta James discography[image: External link]
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 See also
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Cadillac Records





Cadillac Records is a 2008 musical[image: External link] biopic[image: External link] written and directed by Darnell Martin[image: External link]. The film explores the musical era from the early 1940s to the late 1960s, chronicling the life of the influential Chicago[image: External link]-based record-company executive Leonard Chess[image: External link], and a few of the musicians who recorded for Chess Records[image: External link].

The film stars Adrien Brody[image: External link] as Leonard Chess[image: External link], Cedric the Entertainer[image: External link] as Willie Dixon[image: External link], Mos Def[image: External link] as Chuck Berry[image: External link], Columbus Short[image: External link] as Little Walter[image: External link], Jeffrey Wright[image: External link] as Muddy Waters[image: External link], Eamonn Walker[image: External link] as Howlin' Wolf[image: External link], and Beyoncé as Etta James. The film was released in North America on December 5, 2008 by TriStar Pictures[image: External link].
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 Plot




Leonard Chess[image: External link], a Polish[image: External link] immigrant of Jewish[image: External link] descent, starts the record label Chess Records[image: External link] in Chicago in 1950. It opens its doors for black musicians and attracts people such as Muddy Waters[image: External link], Chuck Berry[image: External link], Little Walter[image: External link] and Etta James.
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 Main cast





	
Adrien Brody[image: External link] as Leonard Chess[image: External link]


	
Jeffrey Wright[image: External link] as Muddy Waters[image: External link]


	
Cedric the Entertainer[image: External link] as Willie Dixon[image: External link]


	
Gabrielle Union[image: External link] as Geneva Wade

	
Columbus Short[image: External link] as Little Walter[image: External link]


	
Emmanuelle Chriqui[image: External link] as Revetta Chess

	
Eamonn Walker[image: External link] as Howlin' Wolf[image: External link]


	
Mos Def[image: External link] as Chuck Berry[image: External link]


	
Beyoncé as Etta James


	
Shiloh Fernandez[image: External link] as Phil Chess[image: External link]


	
Jay O. Sanders[image: External link] as Mr. Feder

	
Eric Bogosian[image: External link] as Alan Freed[image: External link]


	
Kevin Mambo[image: External link] as Jimmy Rogers[image: External link]


	
Marc Bonan as Keith Richards[image: External link]
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 Background




Leonard Chess[image: External link] was the co-founder of the 1950s American record label[image: External link] Chess Records[image: External link], located in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]. He ran the legendary company with his brother, Phil, through the 1950s and '60s.[2] The label started selling records from the back of Chess' Cadillac[image: External link],[3] and launched the careers of legendary musical personalities such as blues singers and harmonica[image: External link] and guitar[image: External link] players Little Walter[image: External link] and Muddy Waters[image: External link], Howlin' Wolf[image: External link], soul legend Etta James[4] and guitarist[image: External link] singer-songwriters Chuck Berry[image: External link] and Willie Dixon[image: External link].[5]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Production




The screenplay[image: External link] was written by director Darnell Martin[image: External link].[3] The filming of Cadillac Records started in February 2008.[6] Filming locations included Louisiana[image: External link], Mississippi[image: External link], and New Jersey[image: External link].[7] Martin directed the film,[2][4] financed by Sony BMG Film.[5] Cadillac Records was produced by Andrew Lack and Sofia Sondervan,[8] and co-executive produced by Beyoncé Knowles.[2]
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 Casting




Originally, Matt Dillon[image: External link] was slated to play the role of Chess,[5] but the role was ultimately given to Academy Award[image: External link]-winner Adrien Brody[image: External link] due to scheduling conflicts with Dillon.[9] Early announcements of the cast also included Columbus Short[image: External link] as Little Walter[image: External link], Golden Globe[image: External link] winner Jeffrey Wright[image: External link] as Muddy Waters[image: External link],[2] and multi-Grammy Award winner Beyoncé as Etta James. According to director Martin, the role of James was written with Knowles in mind.[10]

As production increased, the roster grew to include Canadian actress Emmanuelle Chriqui[image: External link] as Revetta Chess, Tammy Blanchard[image: External link] as Isabelle Allen, English actor Eamonn Walker[image: External link] as Howlin' Wolf, and comedian[image: External link] Cedric the Entertainer[image: External link] as Willie Dixon[image: External link].[3][6][8] Final line ups of the cast also grew to include rapper[image: External link] Mos Def[image: External link] as Chuck Berry[image: External link], and Gabrielle Union[image: External link] in the role of Geneva Wade, Muddy Waters' common law wife.[11]
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 Music




Main article: Cadillac Records: Music from the Motion Picture


The American multi-instrumentalist, songwriter, and record producer[image: External link] Steve Jordan[image: External link] produced the soundtrack to the film. He also picked a group of blues musicians, including Billy Flynn (guitar), Larry Taylor[image: External link] (bass), Eddie Taylor Jr. (guitar), Barrelhouse Chuck[image: External link] (piano), Kim Wilson[image: External link] (harmonica), Danny Kortchmar[image: External link] (guitar), Hubert Sumlin[image: External link] (guitar), and Bill Sims (guitar) who, along with Jordan on drums, recorded all of the blues songs used in the film.[12]

Knowles recorded five songs for the soundtrack, including a cover version of Etta James' "At Last" which was released on December 2, 2008 as its lead single.[13] Mos Def, Jeffrey Wright, Columbus Short, and Eamonn Walker recorded songs for the soundtrack, and Raphael Saadiq[image: External link], Knowles' sister Solange, Mary Mary[image: External link], Nas[image: External link], Buddy Guy[image: External link], and Elvis Presley[image: External link] also appear on the album. The soundtrack was released in single and double-disc editions.[13]

The month after the film was released, Beyoncé performed "At Last" at the inauguration ball of Barack Obama[image: External link], as he and wife Michelle danced together for the first time as president and first lady.[14]

The soundtrack spent 48 weeks at number one of the Top Blues Albums[image: External link].

The soundtrack was nominated for three 2010 Grammy Awards[image: External link] in the following categories: 'Best Compilation Soundtrack Album For Motion Picture, Television Or Other Visual Media', Beyoncé's "Once in a Lifetime" for 'Best Song Written For Motion Picture, Television Or Other Visual Media' and Beyoncé's "At Last" for 'Best Traditional R&B Vocal Performance'.
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 Release and reception




The film had its world premiere[image: External link] on November 24, 2008 at the Egyptian Theatre[image: External link] in Los Angeles.[15] On December 5, 2008, it was released nationally in the United States of America[image: External link]. On its opening weekend, the film opened at Number 9, grossing $3.4 million in 686 cinemas with an $5,023 average.[16] When the film left cinemas in January 2009, it had yet to recoup its $12 million budget; it ended its run with a worldwide box office gross of $8,880,045.[1]
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 Critical reception




The film received mostly positive reviews. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives a score of 68% based on reviews from 120 critics. Its consensus state that "What Cadillac Records may lack in originality, it more than makes up for in strong performances and soul-stirring music."[17] Another review aggretator, Metacritic, gave the film a 65% approval rating based on 30 reviews classifying that the film has "generally favorable reviews".[18]

Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun Times[image: External link] gave the film three stars and stated in his review that "The film is a fascinating record of the evolution of a black musical style, and the tangled motives of the white men who had an instinct for it."[19] Elizabeth Weitzman of the Daily News awarded the film three stars and wrote in her review, "Writer-director Darnell Martin clearly respects the fact that the history of Chess Records is a worthy subject."[20] Most critics praised the film for its music, but complained about its script. Jim Harrington of the San Jose Mercury News[image: External link] praised Knowles' vocal performance and wrote in his review that, "Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]' captivating voice and the film's other pluses can't outweigh the glaring omissions from the story line for this critic" and "Chess Records deserves, and will hopefully someday get, a better spin than the one delivered by Cadillac Records."[21]
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 Recognition and accolades




David Edelstein[image: External link] of New York magazine[image: External link] named it the 4th best film of 2008,[22] Stephanie Zacharek of Salon[image: External link] named it the 4th best film of 2008,[22] and A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times named it the 10th best film of 2008.[22] During the 2009 award season, Knowles received a Satellite Award nomination for her portrayal of Etta James.[23] Knowles, Amanda Ghost, Scott McFarmon, Ian Dench, James Dring and Jody Street received a Golden Globe[image: External link] nomination, Best Original Song, for writing "Once in a Lifetime"; a song Knowles recorded for the film's soundtrack.[24][25] The film also garnered seven NAACP Image Award nominations, which included Outstanding Motion Picture, Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture (Jeffrey Wright[image: External link]), Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture (Cedric the Entertainer[image: External link], Columbus Short[image: External link] and Mos Def[image: External link]), and Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture (Beyoncé Knowles).[26]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on March 10, 2009, and sold over 130,000 copies in its first week.[27] To date it has made an estimate of $11,916,737 in sales,[27] which coupled with its box office gross helped the film pay back its $12 million budget (total gross: $20,796,782).
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 Awards and nominations






	Ceremony
	Category
	Recipient
	Result



	African-American Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor
	Jeffrey Wright[image: External link]
	Won



	Black Reel Award[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Ensemble[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Darnell Martin[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay, Adapted or Original[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Wright[image: External link]
	Won



	Eamonn Walker[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Mos Def[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Breakthrough Performance[image: External link]
	Columbus Short[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Golden Globe Award
	Best Original Song
	"Once In a Lifetime"
	Nominated



	Grammy Award
	Best Song Written for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Compilation Soundtrack Album for a Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Traditional R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link]
	"At Last[image: External link]"
	Won



	NAACP Image Award
	Outstanding Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Wright[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture
	Beyoncé Knowles
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Cedric the Entertainer[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Columbus Short[image: External link]
	Won



	Mos Def[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Writing in a Motion Picture (Television or Film)
	Darnell Martin[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Satellite Award
	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture
	Beyoncé Knowles
	Nominated
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I Am... Sasha Fierce





I Am... Sasha Fierce is the third studio album[image: External link] by American singer Beyoncé. It was released on November 18, 2008, by Music World Entertainment and Columbia Records. In its initial release, the album was formatted as a dual disc[image: External link], intending to market Beyoncé's contrasting facets of artistry. The first disc, I Am..., contains slow and midtempo[image: External link] pop and R&B ballads[image: External link], while the second, Sasha Fierce (named after Beyoncé's on-stage alter ego), focuses on more uptempo beats that blend electropop[image: External link] and Europop[image: External link] genres. In composing the songs' lyrics, Beyoncé worked with writers, with each session accompanied by live orchestration.

Beyoncé credited both her husband, rapper Jay Z, and jazz singer Etta James for inspiring her to push the limits of her songwriting and artistry. Musically, I Am... drew inspiration from folk[image: External link] and alternative rock[image: External link], while blending acoustic guitar elements into contemporary ballads. The tracks on the first disc were written and produced by Beyoncé, during collaborative efforts with Babyface[image: External link], Tricky Stewart, The-Dream and Ryan Tedder[image: External link]. Sasha Fierce boasted production from Darkchild and Sean Garrett[image: External link].

I Am... Sasha Fierce debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 chart, with first-week sales of 482,000 units, earning Beyoncé her third consecutive US number-one solo album. The album earned over thirty platinum[image: External link] and one diamond[image: External link] certifications in separate worldwide markets. As of 2016, I Am... Sasha Fierce has sold over 8 million copies worldwide[1] The album garnered seven Grammy Award nominations at the 52nd Annual Grammy Awards ceremony, winning five and eventually collecting a record setting six wins—the most awards won in one night by a female. To promote the album, Beyoncé made several award show and televised appearances across Europe and America and embarking on the worldwide I Am... World Tour[image: External link] (2009–10).

The album spawned several singles; some served as international and stateside releases, while others were purely for promotional purposes. The two lead singles from I Am... Sasha Fierce, "If I Were a Boy" and "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)", both charted highly internationally. The former topped the charts in over eight countries and reached number three on the Billboard Hot 100, with the latter becoming her fifth number one single on the Hot 100 chart. "Diva" and "Ego" were released as US-only singles, while "Halo" and "Sweet Dreams" were promoted internationally as the third and fourth singles respectively. "Broken-Hearted Girl" was released internationally as the fifth single, while "Video Phone" was released in September 2009 and "Why Don't You Love Me[image: External link]" was released in July 2010.
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 Production and recording




The recording of the album took place over an eight-month period.[2] Beyoncé recorded the album in sessions at Tree Sound Studios in Atlanta[image: External link], Georgia; Chung King Studios[image: External link], Electric Lady Studios[image: External link], Strawberrybee Productions in New York[image: External link]; GAD Studios in Ibiza[image: External link], Spain; Mansfield Studios and The Campground in Los Angeles; South Beat Studios in Miami Beach[image: External link]; and The Boom Boom Room in Burbank, California[image: External link].[3] Beyoncé either co-wrote or co-produced all material on I Am... Sasha Fierce.[4] She collaborated with several record producers[image: External link] and songwriters[image: External link], including Babyface[image: External link], StarGate[image: External link] (a production duo composed of Tor Erik Hermansen[image: External link] and Mikkel Storleer Eriksen[image: External link]), Tricky Stewart[image: External link], The-Dream, Darkchild[image: External link], Sean Garrett[image: External link], Solange Knowles, Jim Jonsin[image: External link], Rico Love[image: External link], Ryan Tedder[image: External link], Bangladesh[image: External link], Ian Dench[image: External link], Dave McCracken[image: External link], Wayne Wilkins[image: External link] and Blac Elvis[image: External link].[5] Beyoncé also collaborated with some musicians she had never worked with in the past, like Toby Gad[image: External link] and BC Jean[image: External link] on "If I Were a Boy"; she also worked again with Amanda Ghost[image: External link] on "Disappear".[6]




"I'm a human being. I cry. I'm very passionate and sensitive. My feelings get hurt. I get scared and nervous like everyone else. And I wanted to show that about myself. It [The album] is about love. I'm a woman, I'm married, and this portion of my life is all in the album. It's a lot more personal. I'm very private and I don't talk about a lot of things, but there are certain songs that are on the album that are very personal. It's [The album] my diary. It's my story... I still have my album of fun songs."





—Beyoncé on the development of the album.


For the I Am... disc, Beyoncé was influenced by folk[image: External link] and alternative rock[image: External link] genres, while incorporating other instruments she had not normally used previously, such as the acoustic guitar[image: External link].[5] Tedder specifically assisted Beyoncé with crafting the album's balladry[image: External link].[5] The ballads were crafted in a way to combine "the best elements" of pop and soul music, while simultaneously "expanding the possibilities of both genres".[5] Beyoncé attempted something different as people had strong expectations from her; she experimented with stronger lyrics.[5] Beyoncé worked with Ghost to re-write Franz Schubert[image: External link]'s "Ave Maria[image: External link]" after having co-written "Disappear" in London. Ghost told The Daily Telegraph that they were both inspired by their then-recent marriages and had walked down the aisle to "Ave Maria".[7]

During the eight-month period, Beyoncé recorded over 70 songs and decided during the editing process that she did not want to reconcile the two approaches into one disc.[8] If a song was meaningless to her, she cut them off during the process of elimination for the final track-listing.[6] Making comparisons to a magazine, Beyoncé further elaborated that the record was a double album and that it had two covers.[9] The black-and-white[image: External link] artworks[image: External link] for the standard, deluxe and platinum editions of I Am... Sasha Fierce were all shot by German photographer Peter Lindbergh[image: External link].[10]
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 Composition




In an interview for Billboard magazine, Beyoncé described I Am... Sasha Fierce as a double album[image: External link]. She said, "One side has songs that are more mainstream[image: External link] and another has my more traditional R&B songs for my fans who've been there the whole time. Some of it sounds like Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Karen Carpenter[image: External link] and The Beatles[image: External link] around the 1970s."[11] Music writer Andy Kellman of Allmusic[image: External link] viewed its first disc as, "essentially a small set of adult contemporary[image: External link] ballads. Acoustic guitars, pianos, strings, contemplative soul searching, and grand sweeping gestures fill it out, with more roots in '[19]70s soft rock[image: External link] than soul."[12] The second disc, Sasha Fierce, contains consistent electro influences, which are displayed in songs like " Radio[image: External link]" and "Sweet Dreams".[13] Kellman said in his review that "Diva" resembles B'Day's "Freakum Dress[image: External link]" or "Ring the Alarm" in terms of audacity.[12] Despite being on the Sasha Fierce disc, "Ego", "Why Don't You Love Me[image: External link]" and "Scared of Lonely" were noted to be a meeting ground between the album's halves. According to Jennifer Vineyard of MTV News, they resemble Sasha Fierce musically, but thematically and lyrically, they are vulnerable like Beyoncé on the I Am... disc.[9] The album formally introduces Beyoncé's alter ego Sasha Fierce. She revealed that Sasha was born during the making of her 2003 hit single "Crazy in Love[image: External link]". In an interview with Emmet Sullivan of People magazine, Beyoncé affirmed that her alter ego is strictly for the stage, with the editor describing Sasha Fierce as the singer's sensual, aggressive alter ego.[14]

"If I Were a Boy", the first single of I Am..., stands as the only song on either disc that Beyoncé did not co-write. BC Jean[image: External link], who wrote most of the song's lyrics, took inspiration from the product of a poor relationship.[15] Beyoncé explained in Essence Magazine that "If I Were a Boy" is different from her previous songs in the sense that it is not a traditional R&B song. Music critics remarked that the song seemed to be a mixture of Beyoncé's 2006 hit "Irreplaceable", Fergie[image: External link]'s 2007 single "Big Girls Don't Cry[image: External link]", and Ciara[image: External link]'s 2007 single "Like a Boy[image: External link]".[16] Ann Powers[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] saw the song's theme of female empowerment as an expansion on that of "Irreplaceable".[13] Musically, "Single Ladies" is an upbeat- dance-pop[image: External link] and R&B song,[17] and features dancehall[image: External link] and bounce[image: External link] influences.[18] According to Jonah Weiner of Blender[image: External link], the song makes a clear reference to marriage[19] while Greg Kot[image: External link] of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] felt that the lyrics had a connection with "post-breakup".[20] "Halo", composed by Ryan Tedder[image: External link] and Evan Bogart[image: External link], was initially intended for Beyoncé but was almost recorded by Leona Lewis[image: External link] due to Beyoncé's schedule.[21] According to Christian Williams of Billboard, "Halo" has a mainstream pop sound, with subtle R&B undertones.[22] "Ave Maria" samples Franz Schubert's "Ave Maria". Critics noted "Diva" as a variation on Lil Wayne[image: External link]'s "A Milli[image: External link]" and coined it as its female counterpart. "Diva" carries a stuttering beat.[23] "Sweet Dreams" was critically acclaimed for its use of electronic bassline[image: External link], which some critics compared to Michael Jackson's "Beat It[image: External link]",[24] and for its electropop[image: External link] sound.[25] "Sweet Dreams" is derived from contemporary R&B and incorporates influences from the classic 1980s funk.[26] "Broken-Hearted Girl" is a midtempo piano ballad[image: External link].[26] Its production and melody is backed by strings[image: External link] and a drum machine[image: External link] beat.[27] According to Spence D. of IGN Music[image: External link], "Hello" comes off like another ballad that "populate[s] the first part of the album."[28] It contains the Jerry Maguire[image: External link] line – "You had me at hello" – as part of its chorus. It essentially consists of "sweet guitar-picking and delicate harmonies."[29] According to critics, "Video Phone" contains lyrics that are in reference to "a celebration of Skype sex and putting on a solo show, on camera, for a guy you just met at the club".[30] The remixed version featured both Beyoncé and Lady Gaga trading verses with one another.[31] Musically the song consists of simple lyrics, with hidden innuendos[image: External link], and is backed by thin-spread beats; Beyoncé and Gaga uttering gasps and groans while singing the song.[32] "Disappear" consists of "sweet guitar-picking and delicate harmonies".[29] "That's Why You're Beautiful" is a slow-tempo soft rock[25] and rock[33] power ballad, which consists of a "grungy" guitar riff and stuterring drums.[9] Critics compared the song with the materials by Alice in Chains[image: External link] and Jill Scott[image: External link].[9] The platinum edition of the album also included a cover version by Beyoncé of the 1979 Billy Joel[image: External link] song " Honesty[image: External link]".[10]
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 Release




The deluxe edition of the album was released simultaneously with the standard edition.[34][ better source needed[image: External link]] Mathew Knowles[image: External link], Beyoncé's father and then manager, held a listening party for the album in New York on October 22, 2008.[9] On June 16, 2009, Above and Beyoncé: Video Collection & Dance Mixes[image: External link] was released as a combined CD and DVD.[35] The release included a CD of dance remixes to the singles of the album (including the "Ego" remix with rapper Kanye West) and the DVD features videos previously released for these singles.[35] Finally, the platinum edition of I Am... Sasha Fierce was released in a list of selected countries in November 2009, featuring a CD and a DVD.[36] The deluxe edition of the album was re-issued in the United States on November 23, 2009,[37] including all of the previously released songs in addition to the new songs " Poison[image: External link]", "Why Don't You Love Me[image: External link]", and the remix of "Video Phone" with Lady Gaga.[38]

An EP titled I Am...Sasha Fierce – The Bonus Tracks was released on November 23, 2009, in several countries featuring these new tracks.[39] Beyoncé covered a version of the song " Honesty[image: External link]" (a 1979 song by Billy Joel[image: External link]) and included it as a bonus track for the platinum edition of the album.[10] In February 2010 a bonus track from the album's multiple re-releases, "Why Don't You Love Me[image: External link]", which served as a promotional single, climbed up the US Hot Dance Club Songs chart, eventually taking the top spot and becoming Beyoncé's thirteenth number-one dance hit.[40] On May 4, 2010, a full-length music video appeared online after its release as a promotional single.[41][42]
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 Promotion




Beyoncé promoted the album through various televised appearances and awards ceremonies by performing songs featured on I Am... Sasha Fierce. Beyoncé first promoted "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" in a concert organized by the Power 105.1[image: External link] radio station on October 29, 2008.[43] Beyoncé first performed "If I Were a Boy" on November 6, 2008, at the MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link].[44] She later sang "Single Ladies" on November 9, 2008, at the 2008 World Music Awards in Monaco[image: External link]. She then took to the stage of The Oprah Winfrey Show[image: External link] to perform "If I Were a Boy" on November 13, 2008.[45] She appeared on television show Saturday Night Live (SNL) on November 15, 2008, where she sang "Single Ladies".[46] On November 16, 2008, Beyoncé sang a medley of "If I Were a Boy", "Single Ladies", and "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" during the final episode of Total Request Live[image: External link].[47] "Single Ladies" was also performed by Beyoncé on November 18, 2008, at BET's 106 & Park[image: External link],[48] at the 2008 American Music Awards[image: External link] on November 23, 2008, on The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link] on November 25, 2008,[49] on The Today Show the following day,[50] and on The Tyra Banks Show[image: External link] with two male dancers, on January 9, 2009.[51] Beyoncé's first live performance of "Halo" was at the 2009 NAACP Awards on February 12, 2009.[52] She later performed the song on the Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link] after an interview on April 22, 2009.[53] Beyoncé was due to perform "Sweet Dreams" at the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards on September 13;[54] however, she only performed the bridge from the song at the beginning of her performance, before switching to "Single Ladies".[55] She later performed "Sweet Dreams" at the MTV Europe Music Awards on November 5, 2009.[56] She performed "If I Were a Boy" on January 31, 2010, at the 52nd Grammy Awards[image: External link] ceremony and also covered Alanis Morissette[image: External link]'s 1995 song "You Oughta Know[image: External link]" on the same event.[57]
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 Tour




Main article: I Am... World Tour[image: External link]


To promote the album, Beyoncé embarked on a worldwide tour with several performances. The I Am... World Tour[image: External link] kicked off in Edmonton[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], on March 26, 2009, in support of the album. The European leg of the tour started on April 26, 2009, in Zagreb[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], and ended on June 9, 2009, in London[image: External link], England[image: External link]. On June 21, 2009, she began the third leg of the tour in the United States and finished in August with the I Am... Yours 4-day revue at Encore Las Vegas[image: External link] on the Las Vegas Strip[image: External link]. Starting on September 15, 2009, the fourth leg began in Melbourne[image: External link], Australia[image: External link] and finished on September 24 in Perth[image: External link], Australia. Beyoncé then went on to perform in Asia, the Middle East, Europe, Africa, and the United Kingdom, before finishing the 2009 portion of the tour on November 24 in Belfast[image: External link], Northern Ireland[image: External link]. The tour had its final leg in 2010, visiting Latin America. Starting on February 4, 2010, in Florianópolis[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], she visited five other places before ending in Trinidad[image: External link] on February 18, 2010. According to Pollstar, the tour earned $17.2 million between January 1 – June 30, 2010, which added to her total of $86 million for her first 86 concerts in 2009,[58] bringing the tour total to $103.2 million for the 97 shows.[59] The I Am... Yours residency at the Encore Theater in Las Vegas was recorded on August 2, 2009, and later released as a DVD, audio CD and television special in late November 2009 titled I Am... Yours: An Intimate Performance at Wynn Las Vegas.[60] Various performances on the tour were filmed worldwide for a live DVD, I Am... World Tour, which was released on November 30, 2010.[61]
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 Singles




On October 8, 2008, Beyoncé premiered two lead singles from the album.[62] "If I Were a Boy" peaked at number three on the US Billboard Hot 100,[63] topped eight charts worldwide and reached the top ten in many other charts.[64] "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" was the second lead single and peaked at number one on the US Billboard Hot 100, becoming Beyoncé's fifth number-one single,[63] and was also successful in other international markets, peaking in top-ten listings around the world.[65] The singles were certified 2× platinum[66] and 4× platinum,[66] respectively, by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). "Diva" was released as a US-only single and peaked at number nineteen on the US Billboard Hot 100, becoming Beyoncé's twelfth top-twenty single, and at number three on the US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart.[67] It was certified gold by the RIAA.[66] The next single, "Halo", was released internationally and peaked at number five in the US Billboard Hot 100,[63] proving to be commercially successful and reaching top-ten listings around the world.[68] It was certified double-platinum in early 2010 by the RIAA.[66]

Following announcements of the I Am... World Tour[image: External link] two more singles were initially lined up, namely "Broken-Hearted Girl" and "Sweet Dreams"—though they switched order to become the sixth and seventh singles respectively.[69] "Sweet Dreams" reached the top-ten in most countries,[63] managing to top the New Zealand Singles chart,[70] and was certified platinum in the United States.[66] "Broken-Hearted Girl", the seventh single, reached the top-forty in charts around the world, despite never being certified nor released in the United States.[71] More than one year after the album's release, "Video Phone" was released as the eighth single from I Am... Sasha Fierce with a music video and digital download release, taking form as an extended remix featuring American recording artist, Lady Gaga. Like its predecessor, it reached the top-forty in countries around the world, peaking at number sixty-five in the US.[63] It also became Beyoncé's fourteenth number-one on the US Dance Club Chart[image: External link].[72] As of July 2010, the digital tracks from the album had sold a combined total of 12.3 million units in the United States;[73] and according to Columbia Records the album has sold 15 million digital singles worldwide.[74]
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 Critical reception




I Am... Sasha Fierce received mixed reviews from critics.[84] At Metacritic, which assigns a normalized[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream publications, the album received an average[image: External link] score of 62, based on 24 reviews.[76] Slant Magazine's Sal Cinquemani wrote that the album's "strength" is "its individual songs ... a testament to Beyoncé as one of today's most reliable singles artists", but felt that "the real disparity is her inability to reconcile the adult-contemporary schmaltz of I Am with the more modern, edgy sounds of Sasha Fierce."[16] Adam Mattera of The Observer felt that both discs lack depth, observing that the first is "too busy chasing radio formats to expose any genuine soul", and criticizing the second disc's "succession of independent woman anthems such as 'Single Ladies' and 'Diva', which will no doubt inspire drag queens the world over but leave most others bemused."[79] AllMusic's Andy Kellman called its double-disc "gimmick" "flimsy" and favored its second disc's "decent, if easily forgettable, upbeat pop."[12] He expressed that on the I Am... disc, "Beyoncé feels each line to the fullest extent, which almost rescues the set's staidness."[12] In his consumer guide for MSN Music[image: External link], Robert Christgau[image: External link] named it the "dud of the month",[78] indicating "a bad record whose details rarely merit further thought".[85] He found its "split-personality bit" to be "deeply vapid", only observing "three good songs on this 11-track artifact".[78]

Jonah Weiner of Blender[image: External link] commented that "Beyoncé is still a beauty-shop feminist, quick with the smack-downs, and she still describes the rattling rush of love with preternatural poise".[19] Stacey Anderson of Spin[image: External link] commented that its first disc "meanders over [...] down-tempo cuts" and called ... Sasha "an intriguing but diluted direction".[82] The Village Voice[image: External link]'s Nana Ekua Brew-Hammond felt that the I Am... disc lacks cohesion, but complimented "Sasha Fierce as "brassy, big-headed, confrontational, and witty," and stated, "each incendiary track challenges you to leave your inhibitions at coat-check."[86] Christian Hoard of Rolling Stone noted that its slow songs are "full of bland self-affirmation and saggy lines", but wrote that "the "Sasha" disc boasts Beyoncé's most adventurous music yet".[81] Colin McGuire of PopMatters[image: External link] called the album "a little rough around the edges at times" and viewed its Sasha Fierce disc as "a far more compelling trip down dance-lane".[87] Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly wrote that the album offers "two compelling sides" of Beyoncé and stated: "The collection might have been better served had she edited it down to one disc, rather than belabor what ultimately seems like a marketing gimmick. And while fans will surely speculate, there's little in the lyrics that feels more revealing than previous emotional fire-starters."[29] Sasha Frere-Jones[image: External link] from The New Yorker found the album to be "something of a mess", mostly because the alter ego "trips on the idea of redefinition".[88]
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For a complete list of awards won by Beyoncé, her albums and her singles, see List of awards and nominations received by Beyoncé.

Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly ranked I Am… Sasha Fierce at number two on her list of the 10 Best Albums of 2008, stating that "'If I Were a Boy' and 'Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)' are undoubtedly album highlights; still, the surprise here is how consistently satisfying the rest of it is – even the less showy tracks blossom on repeated listening."[89] Mark Edward Nero of About.com[image: External link] ranked it at the ninth place on his list of the Best R&B Albums of 2008.[90] Christian Gerard of NBC Washington[image: External link] placed I Am... Sasha Fierce on his list of "Honorable Mentions" while writing the list for the Best Albums of 2008.[91] Agence France-Presse, as reported by ABS-CBN News and Current Affairs[image: External link], recognized the album as the twelfth best selling one of 2008.[92] On The Village Voice' Pazz & Jop[image: External link] year-end lists, I Am... Sasha Fierce was ranked at numbers 333 and 580 in 2008 and 2009 respectively.[93][94] The album was ranked number twelve on the list of Best Albums of the Decade in Rolling Stone's Reader's Poll.[95] The writers of Entertainment Weekly ranked I Am... Sasha Fierce at number eight on their list of The Best Albums of The 2000s.[96]

I Am... Sasha Fierce won a 2009 Soul Train Award[image: External link] for Album of the Year. Beyoncé won the Favorite Female R&B Artist award at the 2009 American Music Awards[image: External link], where the album also garnered a nomination in the category Favorite Album for Soul/R&B.[97] Beyoncé also won Best R&B Artist[image: External link] at the 2009 BET Awards.[98] However, she lost the same award to Alicia Keys at the 2010 BET Awards.[99] Similarly, Beyoncé was nominated for Best International Female Solo Artist at the 2009 BRIT Awards[image: External link],[100] at the 2009 Meteor Awards[image: External link] (Ireland),[101] and at the 2010 International Dance Music Awards[image: External link].[102] In 2009 Beyoncé won the Best International Act accolade at the Music of Black Origin Awards[image: External link] (United Kingdom), where I Am... Sasha Fierce was also nominated for Best Album.[103] At the 2009 MTV Europe Music Awards, Beyoncé was recognized as the Best Female Artist[image: External link] and "Single Ladies" won Best Video[image: External link] accolade with "Halo" the winner in the Best Song[image: External link] category.[104]

I Am... Sasha Fierce was nominated for the Outstanding Album[image: External link] award at the 2009 NAACP Image Award,[105] and for International Album of the Year at the 2010 NRJ Music Award[image: External link].[106] At the 2010 OVMA World Awards, Beyoncé won Artist of the Year as well as Best R&B Artist, however, the album lost in the category Album of the Year.[107] Beyoncé was also nominated for Favorite Female Artist and for Favorite R&B Artist at the 36th People's Choice Awards[image: External link][108] as well as at the 2010 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link],[109] and in the categories World's Best R&B Artist and World's Best Pop Artist at the 2010 World Music Awards[image: External link].[110] I Am... Sasha Fierce and its singles earned Beyoncé seven Grammy Award nominations, including Album of the Year. She won a record-setting 6 Grammy awards out of the seven, plus an award for her rendition of the classic Etta James song "At Last", from the Cadillac Records soundtrack.[111]
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 Commercial performance




The album debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, selling 482,000 units in its first week and giving Beyoncé her third consecutive number one album in the US.[112] With this, Beyoncé became the third female artist of the 2000s decade to have her first three albums debut at the top spot of the US Billboard 200 albums chart.[113] Having sold 1,459,000 copies in 6 weeks of release in 2008 alone,[114] I Am... Sasha Fierce emerged as the tenth best selling album of that year according to Billboard magazine.[115] With this achievement, Beyoncé eventually equaled Garth Brooks[image: External link], Mariah Carey, and Shania Twain[image: External link] for placing an album in Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link]'s year-end top 10 for the fifth time.[116] The album later emerged as the second best selling album of 2009 in the US itself.[117] It has been certified double platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).[118] As of January 2014, I Am... Sasha Fierce has sold 3.12 million copies in the US.[119] In the United Kingdom, the album debuted at number ten on November 29, 2008, becoming Beyoncé's lowest-debuting album despite having higher first week sales than her previous album, B'Day.[120] Following her performance at the 2008 The X Factor[image: External link] finale with winner Alexandra Burke[image: External link], the album moved up to number nine on December 27, 2008.[121] Due to the success of its singles in the United Kingdom, particularly "Sweet Dreams", I Am... Sasha Fierce rose from number five to its highest peak of number two in its thirty-ninth week on the chart, which was the week of August 16, 2009.[122] It is her best-selling album in the UK, having sold over 1.5 million copies.[123]

In Australia, I Am... Sasha Fierce debuted at number nine in late November 2008[124] and peaked at number eight in early January 2009.[125] Following the success of singles "Sweet Dreams" and "Broken-Hearted Girl", the album rebounded to a new peak of three on two separate occasions in October 2009 and it was certified triple-platinum on November 23, 2009.[126] In New Zealand, the album debuted at number 16 in late November 2008[127] and initially peaked at number six in early March 2009.[128] After growing popularity of its singles, especially "Sweet Dreams", the album upped to a new peak of three on September 21, 2009.[129] The album was certified platinum on April 26, 2009, (after twenty-three weeks on the chart) shipping over 15,000 copies to retailers[130] and was later certified double platinum.[131] In Spain, the album debuted and peaked at number 7 on November 26, 2008,[132] and was certified platinum for shipment of over 60,000 copies on October 26, 2009.[133] The album was also the best-selling international album in Turkey in 2009.[134] As of December 2015, the album has sold over 8 million copies worldwide.[1]
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 Track listing






	Disc 1: I Am... — Standard edition



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"If I Were a Boy"
	


	Toby Gad[image: External link]

	BC Jean[image: External link]






	


	Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]

	Gad






	4:09



	2.
	"Halo"
	


	Knowles

	Ryan Tedder[image: External link]

	E. Kidd Bogart[image: External link]






	


	Tedder

	Knowles






	4:21



	3.
	"Disappear"
	


	Knowles

	Amanda Ghost[image: External link]






	


	Knowles

	Ghost

	McCracken

	Dench






	4:27



	4.
	"Broken-Hearted Girl"
	


	Babyface[image: External link]

	Mikkel Eriksen[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Tor Erik Hermansen[image: External link]






	


	StarGate

	Knowles






	4:37



	5.
	"Ave Maria[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	Ghost

	Dench

	Makeba Riddick[image: External link]

	Eriksen

	Hermansen






	


	StarGate

	Knowles






	3:42



	6.
	"Satellites"
	


	Knowles

	Ghost

	McCracken

	Dench






	


	Knowles

	Ghost

	McCracken

	Dench






	3:06



	Total length:
	24:22






	Disc 1: I Am... — Standard edition (iTunes Store bonus track)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	7.
	"Save the Hero"
	


	Knowles

	Jim Jonsin[image: External link]

	Rico Love[image: External link]

	Ali Tamposi[image: External link]






	


	Knowles

	Jonsin

	Love






	4:33



	Total length:
	28:55






	Disc 1: I Am... — Deluxe edition (bonus tracks)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	6.
	"Smash Into You"
	


	Knowles

	Tricky Stewart

	The-Dream






	


	Stewart

	Knowles

	Nash






	4:31



	7.
	"Satellites"
	


	Knowles

	Ghost

	McCracken

	Dench






	


	Ghost

	McCracken

	Dench

	Knowles






	3:06



	8.
	"That's Why You're Beautiful"
	


	Andrew Hey

	James Fauntleroy II[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Hey

	Knowles






	3:41



	Total length:
	32:24






	Disc 1: I Am... — Japanese edition (bonus track)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	9.
	"Save the Hero"
	


	Knowles

	Jonsin

	Love

	Tamposi






	


	Jonsin

	Love

	Knowles






	4:33



	Total length:
	36:57






	Disc 1: I Am... — Deluxe edition (iTunes Store bonus content)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	9.
	"Save the Hero"
	


	Knowles

	Jonsin

	Love

	Tamposi






	


	Jonsin

	Love

	Knowles






	4:33



	10.
	"If I Were a Boy" (music video)
	


	Gad

	Jean






	


	Gad

	Knowles






	5:04



	Total length:
	42:01






	Disc 1: I Am... — Japanese platinum edition (bonus tracks)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	10.
	"If I Were a Boy" (Maurice Joshua Mojo UK Remix)
	


	Gad

	Jean






	


	Gad

	Knowles






	6:27



	11.
	"Halo" (Dave Audé Club Remix)
	


	Knowles

	Tedder

	Bogart






	


	Tedder

	Knowles






	8:53



	12.
	"Broken-Hearted Girl" (Catalyst Remix)
	


	Babyface

	StarGate

	Knowles






	


	StarGate

	Knowles






	4:46



	Total length:
	57:03








	Disc 2: Sasha Fierce — Standard edition



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)"
	


	Stewart

	The-Dream

	Kuk Harrell

	Knowles






	


	Stewart

	The-Dream

	Knowles






	3:13



	2.
	" Radio[image: External link]"
	


	Jonsin

	Love

	D-Town

	Knowles






	


	Jonsin

	D-Town

	Love

	Knowles






	3:38



	3.
	"Diva"
	


	Knowles

	Bangladesh[image: External link]

	Sean Garrett[image: External link]






	


	Bangladesh

	Garrett

	Knowles






	3:20



	4.
	"Sweet Dreams"
	


	Knowles

	Jonsin

	Wayne Wilkins[image: External link]

	Love






	


	Jonsin

	Knowles

	Wilkins

	Love






	3:28



	5.
	"Video Phone"
	


	Knowles

	Bangladesh

	Garrett

	Angela Beyincé






	


	Bangladesh

	Garrett

	Knowles






	3:35



	Total length:
	17:14






	Disc 2: Sasha Fierce — Deluxe edition (bonus tracks)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	6.
	"Hello"
	


	Knowles

	Ramon Owen

	David Quiñones[image: External link]

	Bogart






	


	Ramon Owen

	Knowles






	4:16



	7.
	"Ego"
	


	Blac Elvis[image: External link]

	Harold Lilly

	Knowles






	


	Blac Elvis

	Lilly

	Knowles






	3:56



	8.
	"Scared of Lonely"
	


	Darkchild

	LaShawn Daniels[image: External link]

	Cristyle[image: External link]

	Love

	Solange Knowles

	B. Knowles






	


	Darkchild

	B. Knowles






	3:42



	Total length:
	29:08






	Disc 2: Sasha Fierce — Japanese edition (bonus track)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	9.
	"Why Don't You Love Me[image: External link]"
	


	S. Knowles

	B. Knowles

	Bama Boyz[image: External link]

	Beyincé






	


	Bama Boyz

	B. Knowles






	3:37



	Total length:
	32:45






	Disc 2: Sasha Fierce — Deluxe edition (iTunes Store bonus content)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	9.
	"Why Don't You Love Me"
	


	S. Knowles

	B. Knowles

	Bama Boyz

	Beyincé






	


	Bama Boyz

	B. Knowles






	3:37



	10.
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (music video)
	


	Stewart

	The-Dream

	Harrell

	Knowles






	


	Stewart

	The-Dream

	Knowles






	3:18



	Total length:
	36:03






	Disc 2: Sasha Fierce — Japanese platinum edition (bonus tracks)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	10.
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (DJ Escape & Tony Coluccio Remix – Club Version)
	


	Stewart

	The-Dream

	Harrell

	Knowles






	


	Stewart

	The-Dream

	Knowles






	6:54



	11.
	"Diva" (Karmatronic Club Remix)
	


	Knowles

	Bangladesh

	Garrett






	


	Bangladesh

	Garrett

	Beyoncé






	5:06



	12.
	"Ego" (OK DAC Remix)
	


	Blac Elvis

	Lilly

	Knowles






	


	Blac Elvis

	Lilly

	Knowles






	6:27



	13.
	"Sweet Dreams" (Harlan Pepper & AG III Remix)
	


	Knowles

	Jonsin

	Wilkins

	Love






	


	Jonsin

	Wilkins

	Love

	Knowles






	6:42



	14.
	"Ego" (Remix featuring Kanye West)
	


	Blac Elvis

	Lilly

	Knowles

	West






	


	Blac Elvis

	Lilly

	Knowles






	4:43



	Total length:
	62:37








	Walmart Exclusive Release[135]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"If I Were a Boy"
	4:10



	2.
	"Halo"
	4:22



	3.
	"Disappear"
	4:29



	4.
	"Broken-Hearted Girl"
	4:39



	5.
	"Ave Maria"
	3:42



	6.
	"Satellites"
	3:07



	7.
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)"
	3:13



	8.
	"Radio"
	3:39



	9.
	"Diva"
	3:21



	10.
	"Sweet Dreams"
	3:28



	11.
	"Video Phone"
	3:35



	12.
	"Why Don't You Love Me"
	3:37








	Deluxe edition re-release



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"If I Were a Boy"
	4:10



	2.
	"Halo"
	4:21



	3.
	"Disappear"
	4:28



	4.
	"Broken-Hearted Girl"
	4:39



	5.
	"Ave Maria"
	3:42



	6.
	"Smash into You"
	4:31



	7.
	"Satellites"
	3:07



	8.
	"That's Why You're Beautiful"
	3:41



	9.
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)"
	3:13



	10.
	"Radio"
	3:38



	11.
	"Diva"
	3:21



	12.
	"Sweet Dreams"
	3:28



	13.
	"Video Phone"
	3:35



	14.
	"Hello"
	4:16



	15.
	"Ego"
	3:56



	16.
	"Scared of Lonely"
	3:42



	17.
	" Poison[image: External link]"
	4:02



	18.
	"Video Phone" (Extended Remix) (featuring Lady Gaga)

	5:04
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 Platinum edition




In September 2009, an enhanced two-disc version of the album was released, its first disc featuring 16 tracks from the original version with four bonus audio tracks, and its second disc, the video collection from Above and Beyoncé, including seven music videos[image: External link].[136]



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)"
	Stewart, The-Dream, Harrell, Knowles
	3:12



	2.
	"Diva"
	Knowles, Bangladesh, Garrett
	3:21



	3.
	"Ego"
	Blac Elvis, Lilly, Knowles
	3:56



	4.
	"Halo"
	Knowles, Tedder, Bogart
	4:21



	5.
	"If I Were a Boy"
	Gad, Jean
	4:10



	6.
	"Smash into You"
	Knowles, Stewart, The-Dream, Harrell
	4:31



	7.
	"Sweet Dreams"
	Knowles, Jonsin, Wilkins, Love
	3:28



	8.
	"Broken-Hearted Girl"
	Babyface, StarGate, Knowles
	4:39



	9.
	"Scared of Lonely"
	Darkchild, Daniels, Cristyle, Love, S. Knowles, B. Knowles
	3:42



	10.
	"That's Why You're Beautiful"
	Hey, Fauntleroy II, Knowles
	3:41



	11.
	"Hello"
	Knowles, Owen, Quiñones, Bogart
	4:16



	12.
	"Radio"
	Knowles, Jonsin, Love, D-Town
	3:38



	13.
	"Video Phone"
	Knowles, Bangladesh, Garrett, Beyincé
	3:35



	14.
	"Ego" (Remix featuring Kanye West)
	BlacElvis, Lilly, Knowles
	4:44



	15.
	"Why Don't You Love Me"
	S. Knowles, B. Knowles, Bama Boyz
	3:37



	16.
	" Honesty[image: External link]"
	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	3:47



	17.
	"Save the Hero"
	Knowles, Tamposi, Love, Jonsin
	4:34



	18.
	"Satellites"
	Ghost, McCracken, Dench, Knowles
	3:07



	19.
	"Disappear"
	Knowles, Ghost, Hugo, McCracken, Dench
	4:28



	20.
	"Ave Maria"
	Knowles, Ghost, Dench, Riddick, StarGate
	3:42






	Australia iTunes Store bonus track[137]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	21.
	"Sweet Dreams" (Steve Pitron & Max Sanna Club Remix)

	7:38






	UK iTunes Store bonus tracks[138]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	21.
	"Ego" (Slang "Big Ego" Club Remix)

	6:18



	22.
	"Diva" (Karmatronic Club Remix)

	5:05






	Video collection DVD



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"If I Were a Boy"
	5:05



	2.
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)"
	3:19



	3.
	"Diva"
	4:05



	4.
	"Halo"
	3:45



	5.
	"Broken-Hearted Girl"
	4:40



	6.
	"Ego" (Remix featuring Kanye West)

	4:53



	7.
	"Ego" (Fan Exclusive)

	3:58



	8.
	"Sweet Dreams"
	4:01



	9.
	"Behind the Scenes"
	20:00





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The Bonus Tracks EP






	I Am... Sasha Fierce – The Bonus Tracks EP[39]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Video Phone" (Extended Remix featuring Lady Gaga)
	Knowles, Bangladesh, Garrett, Stefani Germanotta[image: External link]
	5:04



	2.
	"Why Don't You Love Me"
	S. Knowles, B.Knowles, Beyincé, Bama Boyz
	3:37



	3.
	"Poison"
	Knowles, Johntá Austin[image: External link], StarGate
	4:02
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 Personnel




Credits are taken from the album's liner notes.[3]



	
Beyoncé – lead vocals[image: External link], background vocals (track 2.08) A&R, executive producer, arrangement[image: External link], audio production[image: External link] (tracks 1.01-06, 1.07–08, 2.01–08); vocal production (tracks 1.06, 2.01)


	
Mathew Knowles[image: External link] – A&R, executive producer

	Max Gousse – A&R[image: External link]


	Juli Knapp – A&R administration

	Alexandra Velella – A&R coordination

	Jake McKim – artist coordination

	Beyoncé – executive producer[image: External link]


	Quincy Jackson – marketing[image: External link]


	Tim Blacksmith – management[image: External link]


	Danny D – management

	
Rico Love[image: External link]- background vocals (2.04), audio production, vocal production (2.02, 2.04)


	Jim Caruana – background vocals (1.04); recording engineer (tracks 1.03, 1.08, 2.04, instrumental: 1.06, 2.02), mixing[image: External link] (track 1.08); Jim Caruana (tracks 1.01-02, 1.06–07, 2.01–03, 2.05–08, Additional- 1.04)


	Fusako Chubachi – art direction[image: External link]


	
Jean-Paul Gaultier[image: External link] – clothing design[image: External link]


	
Thierry Mugler[image: External link] – clothing design

	Kimberly Kimble – hair stylist

	ilovedust – logo design

	Francesca Tolot – make-up

	Manicurist – Lisa Logan – manicurist

	
Peter Lindbergh[image: External link] – photography

	Ty Hunter – stylist[image: External link]


	
Jens Gad[image: External link] – drums (live-track 1.01)


	
Steven J.[image: External link] – drums (1.07)


	
Syience[image: External link] – drums, guitar (1.01)


	
Ian Dench[image: External link] – guitar (track 1.05); audio production (1.03, 1.07)


	Philip Margiziotis – additional horns (track 2.07)


	Donald Hayes – saxophone[image: External link] (track 2.07)


	Dontae Winslow – trumpet[image: External link] (track 2.07)


	
StarGate[image: External link] – other instrumentation[image: External link], recording engineer, production (1.04-05)


	
Toby Gad[image: External link] – instrumentation (1.01); arrangement (track 1.01); recording engineer (instrumental: 1.01); production

	Andrew Hey – instrumentation, recording engineer (1.08); production

	
Darkchild – instrumentation, production, mixing (2.08)


	Ryan Tedder – arrangement, engineer, instrumentation and audio production (1.02)


	
Tricky Stewart – audio production (1.06, 2.01)


	
Dave McCracken[image: External link] – audio production (1.03, 1.07)


	
Amanda Ghost[image: External link] – audio production (1.03, 1.07)


	
Wayne Wilkins[image: External link] – audio production, mixing (2.04)


	
Bangladesh[image: External link] – audio production (2.03, 2.05)


	
Sean Garrett[image: External link] – audio production (2.03, 2.05)


	
The-Dream – audio production (1.06, 2.01)


	D-Town – audio production

	
BC Jean[image: External link] – audio production

	Kuk Harrell – recording engineer (1.06, 2.01)


	
Jim Jonsin[image: External link] – recording engineer (instrumental: 2.02); mixing, production (2.04)


	Miles Walker – recording engineer (instrumental: 2.03, 2.05)


	Brian "B Luv" Thomas – recording engineer (instrumental: 1.06, 2.01)


	Marcos Tovar – recording engineer (1.03, instrumental: 1.07)


	David Quiñones – recording engineer (instrumental: 2.06)


	Mack Woodard – recording engineer (instrumental: 2.07)


	Mike "Handz" Donaldson – recording engineer (instrumental: 2.08)


	Roberto "Tito" Vasquez – recording engineer (instrumental: 2.08)


	Radio Killa – recording engineer

	Kory Aaron – assistant engineer (tracks 2.03, 2.05)


	Christian Baker – assistant engineer (1.02)


	David Boyd – assistant engineer (1.08)


	Michael Miller – assistant engineer (2.03, 2.05)


	
Johntá Austin[image: External link] – assistant engineer

	
Lady Gaga – assistant engineer

	Tom Coyne – mastering[image: External link]


	Audio Mixing[image: External link]

	
Matt Green[image: External link] – mixing

	Dave Pensado – mixing (2.01)


	
Mark "Spike" Stent[image: External link] – mixing (1.01-05, 1.07, 2.02–03, 2.05–08)


	Andrew Wuepper – mixing, mix assistant (2.01)


	Randy Urbanski – mixing, mix assistant (2.01)


	Jaycen Joshua – mixing (2.01)

	Matt Green – mix assistant (tracks 1.01-05, 1.07, 2.02–03, 2.05–08)


	
Bama Boyz[image: External link] – producer

	Harold Lilly – production (2.07)


	Ramon Owen – production (2.06)


	Blac Elvis – production (2.07)


	Radio Killa – production

	Lisa Logan – other contributions
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 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2008–2011)
	Peak

position



	
Argentinian Albums Chart[image: External link][139]

	7



	
Australian Albums Chart[image: External link][140]

	3



	
Australian Urban Albums Chart[image: External link][141]

	1



	
Austrian Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	20



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[142]

	10



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[142]

	32



	
Brazilian Albums Chart[image: External link][143]

	2



	
Canadian Albums Chart[image: External link][144]

	6



	
Croatian Albums Chart[image: External link][145]

	1



	
Czech Albums Chart[146]

	5



	
Danish Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	25



	
Dutch Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	6



	
European Top 100 Albums[image: External link][147]

	3



	
French Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	20



	
German Albums Chart[image: External link][148]

	17



	
Greek International Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	3



	
Hungarian Albums Chart[image: External link][149]

	8



	
Irish Albums Chart[image: External link][150]

	1



	
Italian Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	16



	
Japanese Albums Chart[image: External link][151]

	3



	
Mexican Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	66



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	3



	
Norwegian Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	2



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][152]

	1



	
Portuguese Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	2



	
Russian Albums Chart[image: External link][153]

	8



	
Scottish Albums Chart[image: External link][154]

	10



	
Spanish Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	7



	
Swedish Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	5



	
Swiss Albums Chart[image: External link][142]

	7



	
UK Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	2



	US Billboard 200[112]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link][156]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2008)
	Rank



	Australian Albums Chart[157]

	50



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[158]

	6



	Dutch Albums Chart[159]

	75



	Finnish Albums Chart[160]

	38



	French Albums Chart[161]

	176



	Greek Albums Chart[162]

	25



	Swedish Albums Chart[163]

	66



	UK Albums Chart[164]

	38



	Worldwide[165]

	12



	Chart (2009)
	Rank



	Australian Albums Chart[166]

	10



	Australian Albums Urban Chart[167]

	2



	Austrian Albums Chart[168]

	69



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[169]

	14



	Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[170]

	57



	Brazilian Albums Chart[171]

	3



	Brazilian International Albums Chart[171]

	1



	Canadian Albums Chart[172]

	12



	Danish Albums Chart[173]

	58



	Dutch Albums Chart[174]

	11



	European Top 100 Albums[175]

	4



	French Albums Chart[176]

	104



	German Albums Chart[177]

	42



	Hungarian Albums Chart[178]

	18



	Irish Albums Chart[179]

	5



	Italian Albums Chart[180]

	58



	New Zealand Albums Chart[181]

	15



	Polish Albums Chart[182]

	53



	Spanish Albums Chart[183]

	19



	Swedish Albums Chart[184]

	28



	Swiss Albums Chart[185]

	31



	UK Albums Chart[186]

	7



	US Billboard 200[117]

	2



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[187]

	1



	Chart (2010)
	Rank



	Australian Albums Chart[188]

	61



	Australian Albums Urban Chart[189]

	9



	Belgian Mid-Price Albums Chart (Flanders)[190]

	24



	Brazilian Albums Chart[191]

	8



	Brazilian International Albums Chart[191]

	3



	European Top 100 Albums[192]

	34



	UK Albums Chart[193]

	48



	US Billboard 200[194]

	84



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[195]

	25



	Chart (2011)
	Rank



	Australian Albums Urban Chart[196]

	33



	UK Albums Chart[197]

	136



	Chart (2013)
	Rank



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[198]

	40



	Chart (2015)
	Rank



	Swedish Albums Chart[199]

	95



	Chart (2016)
	Rank



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[157]

	75



	Swedish Albums Chart[200]

	81



	US Billboard 200[201]

	154
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 Decade-end charts






	Chart (2000–09)
	Rank



	US Billboard 200[202]

	178
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 All-time charts






	Chart
	Rank



	Australian Albums Chart[203]

	52



	Greek Albums Chart[204]

	98



	Portuguese Albums Chart[205]

	39



	Spanish Albums Chart[206]

	61
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[207]

	3× Platinum
	210,000^




	Austria (IFPI Austria)[208]

	Gold
	10,000*




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[209]

	Platinum
	30,000*




	Brazil (Pro-Música Brasil[image: External link])[210]

	Diamond
	250,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[211]

	3× Platinum
	240,000^




	Germany ( BVMI[image: External link])[212]

	Platinum
	200,000^




	Greece (IFPI Greece[image: External link])[213]

	Platinum
	15,000^




	Hong Kong (IFPI Hong Kong)[214]

	Gold
	7,500*




	Hungary ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[215]

	Gold
	3,000^




	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[216]

	2× Platinum
	115,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[217]

	Platinum
	70,000*




	Japan ( RIAJ[image: External link])[218]

	Platinum
	250,000*^




	Netherlands ( NVPI[image: External link])[219]

	Platinum
	115,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[131]

	2× Platinum
	30,000^




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[220]

	2× Platinum
	40,000*




	Portugal ( AFP[image: External link])[221]

	Platinum
	20,000^




	Russia ( NFPF[image: External link])[222]

	Platinum
	20,000*




	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[223]

	Platinum
	80,000^




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[224]

	Gold
	20,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[225]

	Gold
	15,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[226]

	5× Platinum
	1,600,000^




	United States (RIAA)[227]

	2× Platinum
	3,200,000[228]




	Summaries



	Europe (IFPI)[229]

	2× Platinum
	2,000,000*




	
GCC[image: External link] (IFPI Middle East)[230]

	Platinum
	6,000*




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 See also





	List of best-selling albums in Brazil[image: External link]

	List of Top 25 albums for 2009 in Australia[image: External link]

	List of albums which have spent the most weeks on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link]
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Grammy Award for Song of the Year





The Grammy Award for Song of the Year is an honor presented at the Grammy Awards[image: External link], a ceremony that was established in 1958 and originally called the Gramophone Awards.[1] Awards in several categories are distributed annually by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link] of the United States to "honor artistic achievement, technical proficiency and overall excellence in the recording industry, without regard to album sales or chart position."[2]
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 History and description




The Song of the Year awards have been awarded since 1959.[3] It is one of the four most prestigious Grammy Awards. Despite both the Record of the Year award and Song of the Year being awarded for a single or for one track from an album, this award goes only to the composer(s) of the song whereas the Record of the Year award goes to the performer and production team of the song. According to the 54th Grammy Awards[image: External link] description guide, the award is given to the songwriter(s) of a song that "must contain melody and lyrics and must be either a new song or a song first achieving prominence during the eligibility year. Songs containing prominent samples or interpolations are not eligible".[4]

Since the late 1960s other songwriter's awards have been presented for genre-specific categories including Grammy Award for Best Country Song[image: External link], Grammy Award for Best Rock Song[image: External link], Grammy Award for Best R&B Song and most recently in Grammy Award for Best Rap Song[image: External link] (since 2004), Grammy Award for Best Gospel Song[image: External link] (since 2006), Grammy Award for Best Contemporary Christian Music Song[image: External link] (since 2012) and Grammy Award for Best American Roots Song[image: External link] (since 2014).
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 Achievements




Twenty nine of the winning songs have also won the award for Record of the Year.

In many cases, the songwriters were also the performers. (Domenico Modugno[image: External link], Henry Mancini[image: External link], John Lennon & Paul McCartney[image: External link], Joe South[image: External link], Paul Simon[image: External link], Carole King, Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Christopher Cross[image: External link], Michael Jackson & Lionel Richie[image: External link], Billy Joel[image: External link], Sting, Bobby McFerrin[image: External link], Eric Clapton[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen, Seal[image: External link], Shawn Colvin[image: External link], James Horner[image: External link], Rob Thomas[image: External link], Alicia Keys, Luther Vandross, John Mayer[image: External link], U2[image: External link], Dixie Chicks[image: External link], Amy Winehouse, Coldplay[image: External link], Beyoncé, Lady Antebellum[image: External link], Adele, Fun[image: External link], Lorde, Sam Smith and Ed Sheeran[image: External link].)

Christopher Cross[image: External link] is the first artist to receive the Grammy Award for Song of the Year as well as for Record of the Year, Album of the Year, and Best New Artist[image: External link] in one ceremony. Adele is the first female artist to receive the award for Song of the Year, Record of the Year, Best New Artist[image: External link], and Album of the Year, nonconsecutively. Only five artists have won the Song of the Year and Best New Artist awards the same year: Christopher Cross (1981), Alicia Keys (2002), Amy Winehouse (2008), Fun[image: External link] (2013), and Sam Smith. Adele and Christopher Cross are the only recipients of the four Grammys for Album of the Year, Song of the Year, Record of the Year, and Best New Artist.

Multiple winners in this category include Henry Mancini[image: External link] (1962 and 1964), Johnny Mercer[image: External link] (1962 and 1964), James Horner (1988 and 1999), Will Jennings[image: External link] (1993 and 1999) U2 (2001 and 2006) and Adele (2012 and 2017), winning two times each. However, songs written for Andy Williams[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Bette Midler[image: External link], and Roberta Flack[image: External link] have received this award twice.

The song " Volare[image: External link]", winner in 1959 by Domenico Modugno and performed in Italian, is the only foreign-language song to win this award, although the 1967 winner "Michelle" by the Beatles has a critical part of its lyrics in French.

As of 2017, no songwriter has won Song of the Year twice in a row.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Recipients





	An asterisk (*) indicates this recording also won Record of the Year.





	Year[I]
	Songwriter(s)
	Nationality
	Work
	Performing artist(s)[II]
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1959[image: External link]
	Domenico Modugno[image: External link]

Franco Migliacci[image: External link]
	 Italy
	" Volare[image: External link]" *
	Domenico Modugno[image: External link]
	

	Paul Vance[image: External link] and Lee Pockriss[image: External link] for "Catch a Falling Star[image: External link]" performed by Perry Como[image: External link]

	Johnny Davenport and Eddie Cooley for "Fever" performed by Peggy Lee[image: External link]

	Alan Jay Lerner[image: External link] & Frederick Loewe[image: External link] for "Theme to Gigi[image: External link]" performed by Various Artists

	Cy Coleman[image: External link] & Carolyn Leigh[image: External link] for " Witchcraft[image: External link]" performed by Frank Sinatra[image: External link]




	[5]



	1960[image: External link]
	Jimmy Driftwood[image: External link]
	 United States
	"The Battle of New Orleans[image: External link]"
	Johnny Horton[image: External link]
	

	Sammy Cahn[image: External link] & Jimmy Van Heusen[image: External link] for "High Hopes[image: External link]" performed by Frank Sinatra[image: External link]

	Karl Stutz & Edith Linderman for "I Know" performed by Perry Como[image: External link]

	Paul Francis Webster[image: External link] & André Previn[image: External link] for "Like Young" performed by André Previn[image: External link]

	Jule Styne[image: External link] & Stephen Sondheim[image: External link] for "Small World" performed by Johnny Mathis[image: External link]




	[6]



	1961[image: External link]
	Ernest Gold[image: External link]
	 United States

 Austria
	"Theme of Exodus[image: External link]"
	Instrumental

(Various artists)
	

	Charles Randolph Grean[image: External link], Joe Allison[image: External link] & Audrey Allison for "He'll Have to Go[image: External link]" performed by Jim Reeves[image: External link]

	Lew Spence[image: External link], Marilyn Keith[image: External link] & Alan Bergman[image: External link] for "Nice 'n' Easy" performed by Frank Sinatra[image: External link]

	Sammy Cahn[image: External link] & Jimmy Van Heusen[image: External link] for "The Second Time Around[image: External link]" performed by Andy Williams[image: External link]

	Max Steiner[image: External link] for "Theme from A Summer Place[image: External link]" performed by Percy Faith[image: External link]




	[7]



	1962[image: External link]
	Henry Mancini[image: External link]

Johnny Mercer[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Moon River[image: External link]" *
	Henry Mancini[image: External link]
	

	Jimmy Dean[image: External link] for "Big Bad John[image: External link]" performed by Jimmy Dean[image: External link]

	Hank Cochran[image: External link] for "A Little Bitty Tear[image: External link]" performed by Burl Ives[image: External link]

	Tony Velona for "Lollipops and Roses[image: External link]" performed by Jack Jones[image: External link]

	Jule Styne[image: External link], Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link] for "Make Someone Happy" performed by Various Artists




	[8]



	1963[image: External link]
	Leslie Bricusse[image: External link]

Anthony Newley[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	"What Kind of Fool Am I?[image: External link]"
	Sammy Davis, Jr.[image: External link]
	

	Lionel Bart[image: External link] for "As Long as He Needs Me[image: External link]" performed by Shirley Bassey[image: External link]

	Douglas Cross & George Cory for "I Left My Heart in San Francisco[image: External link]" performed by Tony Bennett[image: External link]

	John Kander[image: External link] & Fred Ebb[image: External link] for "My Coloring Book[image: External link]" performed by Sandy Stewart[image: External link]

	Richard Rodgers[image: External link] for "The Sweetest Sounds[image: External link]" performed by Various Artists




	[9]



	1964[image: External link]
	Henry Mancini[image: External link]

Johnny Mercer[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Days of Wine and Roses[image: External link]" *
	Henry Mancini[image: External link]
	

	Sammy Cahn[image: External link] & Jimmy Van Heusen[image: External link] for "Call Me Irresponsible[image: External link]" performed by Frank Sinatra[image: External link]

	Sacha Distel[image: External link] & Jack Reardon for "The Good Life[image: External link]" performed by Tony Bennett[image: External link]

	Sadie Vimmerstedt & Johnny Mercer[image: External link] for "I Wanna Be Around[image: External link]" performed by Tony Bennett[image: External link]

	Burt Bacharach[image: External link] & Hal David[image: External link] for "Wives and Lovers[image: External link]" performed by Jack Jones[image: External link]




	[10]



	1965[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Hello, Dolly![image: External link]"
	Louis Armstrong[image: External link]
	

	John Lennon & Paul McCartney[image: External link] for "A Hard Day's Night[image: External link]" performed by The Beatles[image: External link]

	Henry Mancini[image: External link], Ray Evans[image: External link] & Jay Livingston[image: External link] for "Dear Heart[image: External link]" performed by Andy Williams[image: External link]

	Jule Styne[image: External link] & Bob Merrill[image: External link] for " People[image: External link]" performed by Barbra Streisand[image: External link]

	Leslie Bricusse[image: External link] & Anthony Newley[image: External link] for "Who Can I Turn To?[image: External link]" performed by Tony Bennett[image: External link]




	[11]



	1966[image: External link]
	Paul Francis Webster[image: External link]

Johnny Mandel[image: External link]
	 United States
	"The Shadow of Your Smile[image: External link]"
	Tony Bennett[image: External link]
	

	Michel Legrand[image: External link], Norman Gimbel[image: External link] & Jacques Demy[image: External link] for "I Will Wait for You[image: External link]" performed by Connie Francis[image: External link]

	Jimmy Van Heusen[image: External link] & Sammy Cahn[image: External link] for "The September of My Years[image: External link]" performed by Frank Sinatra[image: External link]

	John Lennon & Paul McCartney[image: External link] for " Yesterday[image: External link]" performed by The Beatles[image: External link]

	Roger Miller[image: External link] for "King of the Road[image: External link]" performed by Roger Miller[image: External link]




	



	1967[image: External link]
	John Lennon

Paul McCartney[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	" Michelle[image: External link]"
	The Beatles[image: External link]
	

	John Barry[image: External link] & Don Black[image: External link] for "Born Free[image: External link]" performed by Andy Williams[image: External link]

	Mitch Leigh[image: External link] & Joe Darion for "The Impossible Dream[image: External link]" performed by Richard Kiley[image: External link]

	Paul Francis Webster[image: External link] & Maurice Jarre[image: External link] for "Somewhere, My Love[image: External link]" performed by Ray Conniff[image: External link]

	Bert Kaempfert[image: External link], Charles Singleton & Eddie Snyder[image: External link] for "Strangers in the Night[image: External link]" performed by Frank Sinatra[image: External link]




	



	1968[image: External link]
	Jimmy Webb[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Up, Up, and Away[image: External link]" *
	The 5th Dimension[image: External link]
	

	Jimmy Webb[image: External link] for "By the Time I Get to Phoenix[image: External link]" performed by Glen Campbell[image: External link]

	Tom Jones[image: External link] & Harvey Schmidt[image: External link] for "My Cup Runneth Over[image: External link]" performed by Ed Ames[image: External link]

	Bobbie Gentry[image: External link] for "Ode to Billie Joe[image: External link]" performed by Bobbie Gentry[image: External link]

	John Hartford[image: External link] for "Gentle on My Mind[image: External link]" performed by Glen Campbell[image: External link]




	[12]



	1969[image: External link]
	Bobby Russell[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Little Green Apples[image: External link]"
	O.C. Smith[image: External link]
	

	Tom T. Hall[image: External link] for "Harper Valley PTA[image: External link]" performed by Jeannie C. Riley[image: External link]

	John Lennon & Paul McCartney[image: External link] for "Hey Jude[image: External link]" performed by The Beatles[image: External link]

	Bobby Russell[image: External link] for " Honey[image: External link]" performed by Bobby Goldsboro[image: External link]

	Paul Simon[image: External link] for "Mrs. Robinson[image: External link]" performed by Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]




	[13]



	1970[image: External link]
	Joe South[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Games People Play[image: External link]"
	Joe South[image: External link]
	

	Larry Kusik, Eddie Snyder[image: External link] & Nino Rota[image: External link] for "A Time For Us[image: External link]" performed by Henry Mancini[image: External link]

	David Clayton-Thomas[image: External link] for "Spinning Wheel[image: External link]" performed by Blood, Sweat & Tears[image: External link]

	Burt Bacharach[image: External link] & Hal David[image: External link] for "I'll Never Fall in Love Again[image: External link]" performed by Dionne Warwick[image: External link]

	Burt Bacharach[image: External link] & Hal David[image: External link] for "Raindrops Keep Fallin' on My Head[image: External link]" performed by B. J. Thomas[image: External link]




	[14]



	1971[image: External link]
	Paul Simon[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Bridge over Troubled Water[image: External link]" *
	Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]
	

	Ray Stevens[image: External link] for "Everything Is Beautiful[image: External link]" performed by Ray Stevens[image: External link]

	James Taylor[image: External link] for "Fire and Rain[image: External link]" performed by James Taylor[image: External link]

	John Lennon & Paul McCartney[image: External link] for "Let it Be[image: External link]" performed by The Beatles[image: External link]

	Roger Nichols[image: External link] & Paul Williams[image: External link] for "We've Only Just Begun[image: External link]" performed by The Carpenters[image: External link]




	[15]



	1972[image: External link]
	Carole King
	 United States
	"You've Got a Friend[image: External link]"
	James Taylor[image: External link] & Carole King
	

	Kris Kristofferson[image: External link] for "Help Me Make It Through the Night[image: External link]" performed by Kris Kristofferson[image: External link]

	Sid Wayne[image: External link] & Armando Manzanero[image: External link] for "It's Impossible[image: External link]" performed by Perry Como[image: External link]

	Kris Kristofferson[image: External link] & Fred Foster[image: External link] for "Me and Bobby McGee[image: External link]" performed by Janis Joplin[image: External link]

	Joe South[image: External link] for "(I Never Promised You a) Rose Garden[image: External link]" performed by Lynn Anderson[image: External link]




	[16]



	1973[image: External link]
	Ewan MacColl[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	"The First Time Ever I Saw Your Face[image: External link]" *
	Roberta Flack[image: External link]
	

	Gilbert O'Sullivan[image: External link] for "Alone Again (Naturally)[image: External link]" performed by Gilbert O'Sullivan[image: External link]

	Don McLean[image: External link] for "American Pie[image: External link]" performed by Don McLean[image: External link]

	Neil Diamond[image: External link] for "Song Sung Blue[image: External link]" performed by Neil Diamond[image: External link]

	Alan and Marilyn Bergman[image: External link] & Michel Legrand[image: External link] for "The Summer Knows" performed by Michel Legrand[image: External link]




	[17]



	1974[image: External link]
	Norman Gimbel[image: External link]

Charles Fox[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Killing Me Softly with His Song[image: External link]" *
	Roberta Flack[image: External link]
	

	Kenny O'Dell[image: External link] for "Behind Closed Doors[image: External link]" performed by Charlie Rich[image: External link]

	Stevie Wonder[image: External link] for "You Are the Sunshine of My Life[image: External link]" performed by Stevie Wonder[image: External link]

	Carly Simon[image: External link] for "You're So Vain[image: External link]" performed by Carly Simon[image: External link]

	Irwin Levine & L. Russell Brown for "Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree[image: External link]" performed by Dawn featuring Tony Orlando[image: External link]




	[18]



	1975[image: External link]
	Alan and Marilyn Bergman[image: External link]

Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	 United States
	"The Way We Were[image: External link]"
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
	

	Gene McDaniels[image: External link] for "Feel Like Makin' Love[image: External link]" performed by Roberta Flack[image: External link]

	Jeff Barry[image: External link] & Peter Allen[image: External link] for "I Honestly Love You[image: External link]" performed by Olivia Newton-John[image: External link]

	David Nichtern for "Midnight at the Oasis[image: External link]" performed by Maria Muldaur[image: External link]

	Paul Williams[image: External link] & Ken Ascher[image: External link] for "You and Me Against the World[image: External link]" performed by Helen Reddy[image: External link]




	



	1976[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Send in the Clowns[image: External link]"
	Judy Collins[image: External link]
	

	Janis Ian[image: External link] for "At Seventeen[image: External link]" performed by Janis Ian[image: External link]

	Morris Albert[image: External link] for " Feelings[image: External link]" performed by Morris Albert[image: External link]

	Neil Sedaka[image: External link] & Howard Greenfield[image: External link] for "Love Will Keep Us Together[image: External link]" performed by Captain & Tennille[image: External link]

	Larry Weiss for "Rhinestone Cowboy[image: External link]" performed by Glen Campbell[image: External link]




	[19]



	1977[image: External link]
	Bruce Johnston[image: External link]
	 United States
	"I Write the Songs[image: External link]"
	Barry Manilow[image: External link]
	

	Bill Danoff[image: External link] for "Afternoon Delight[image: External link]" performed by Starland Vocal Band[image: External link]

	Neil Sedaka[image: External link] & Howard Greenfield[image: External link] for "Breaking Up Is Hard to Do[image: External link]" performed by Neil Sedaka[image: External link]

	Leon Russell[image: External link] for "This Masquerade[image: External link]" performed by George Benson[image: External link]

	Gordon Lightfoot[image: External link] for "The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald[image: External link]" performed by Gordon Lightfoot[image: External link]




	[20]



	1978[image: External link]
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]

Paul Williams[image: External link] /

Joe Brooks[image: External link] (Tie)
	 United States
	"Evergreen (Love Theme from A Star Is Born )[image: External link]" /

"You Light Up My Life[image: External link]" (Tie)
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] /

Debby Boone[image: External link]
	

	Richard Leigh[image: External link] for "Don't It Make My Brown Eyes Blue[image: External link]" performed by Crystal Gayle[image: External link]

	Don Felder[image: External link], Don Henley[image: External link] & Glenn Frey[image: External link] for "Hotel California[image: External link]" performed by the Eagles[image: External link]

	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link] & Carole Bayer Sager[image: External link] for "Nobody Does It Better[image: External link]" performed by Carly Simon[image: External link]

	Allen Toussaint[image: External link] for "Southern Nights[image: External link]" performed by Glen Campbell[image: External link]




	[21]



	1979[image: External link]
	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Just the Way You Are[image: External link]" *
	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	

	Barry Gibb[image: External link], Robin Gibb[image: External link] & Maurice Gibb[image: External link] for "Stayin' Alive[image: External link]" performed by Bee Gees[image: External link]

	Lionel Richie[image: External link] for "Three Times a Lady[image: External link]" performed by the Commodores[image: External link]

	Neil Diamond[image: External link], Alan and Marilyn Bergman[image: External link] for "You Don't Bring Me Flowers[image: External link]" performed by Neil Diamond[image: External link] & Barbra Streisand[image: External link]

	Randy Goodrum[image: External link] for "You Needed Me[image: External link]" performed by Anne Murray[image: External link]




	[22]



	1980[image: External link]
	Kenny Loggins[image: External link]

Michael McDonald[image: External link]
	 United States
	"What a Fool Believes[image: External link]" *
	The Doobie Brothers[image: External link]
	

	David Foster[image: External link], Jay Graydon[image: External link] & Bill Champlin[image: External link] for "After the Love Has Gone[image: External link]" performed by Earth, Wind & Fire

	Rickie Lee Jones[image: External link] for "Chuck E.'s in Love[image: External link]" performed by Rickie Lee Jones[image: External link]

	Billy Joel[image: External link] for " Honesty[image: External link]" performed by Billy Joel[image: External link]

	Dino Fekaris & Freddie Perren[image: External link] for "I Will Survive[image: External link]" performed by Gloria Gaynor[image: External link]

	Lester Abrams[image: External link] & Michael McDonald[image: External link] for "Minute by Minute[image: External link]" performed by The Doobie Brothers[image: External link]

	Dino Fekaris & Freddie Perren[image: External link] for " Reunited[image: External link]" performed by Peaches & Herb[image: External link]

	Steve Gibb for "She Believes in Me[image: External link]" performed by Kenny Rogers[image: External link]




	[23]



	1981[image: External link]
	Christopher Cross[image: External link]
	 United States
	" Sailing[image: External link]" *
	Christopher Cross[image: External link]
	

	Michael Gore[image: External link] & Dean Pitchford[image: External link] for " Fame[image: External link]" performed by Irene Cara[image: External link]

	Amanda McBroom[image: External link] for "The Rose[image: External link]" performed by Bette Midler[image: External link]

	Lionel Richie[image: External link] for " Lady[image: External link]" performed by Kenny Rogers[image: External link]

	John Kander[image: External link] & Fred Ebb[image: External link] for "Theme from New York, New York[image: External link]" performed by Frank Sinatra[image: External link]

	Barry Gibb[image: External link] & Robin Gibb[image: External link] for "Woman in Love[image: External link]" performed by Barbra Streisand[image: External link]




	[24]



	1982[image: External link]
	Donna Weiss[image: External link]

Jackie DeShannon[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Bette Davis Eyes[image: External link]" *
	Kim Carnes[image: External link]
	

	Peter Allen[image: External link], Burt Bacharach[image: External link], Carole Bayer Sager[image: External link] & Christopher Cross[image: External link] for "Arthur's Theme (Best That You Can Do)[image: External link]" performed by Christopher Cross[image: External link]

	Lionel Richie[image: External link] for "Endless Love[image: External link]" performed by Diana Ross and Lionel Richie[image: External link]

	Bill Withers[image: External link], William Salter & Ralph MacDonald[image: External link] for "Just the Two of Us[image: External link]" performed by Grover Washington, Jr.[image: External link] with Bill Withers[image: External link]

	Dolly Parton[image: External link] for "9 to 5[image: External link]" performed by Dolly Parton[image: External link]




	[25]



	1983[image: External link]
	Johnny Christopher[image: External link]

Mark James[image: External link]

Wayne Carson[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Always on My Mind[image: External link]"
	Willie Nelson[image: External link]
	

	Paul McCartney[image: External link] for "Ebony and Ivory[image: External link]" performed by Paul McCartney[image: External link] & Stevie Wonder[image: External link]

	David Paich[image: External link] for " Rosanna[image: External link]" performed by Toto[image: External link]

	Frankie Sullivan[image: External link] & Jim Peterik[image: External link] for "Eye of the Tiger[image: External link]" performed by Survivor[image: External link]

	Donald Fagen[image: External link] for "I.G.Y. (What a Beautiful World)[image: External link]" performed by Donald Fagen[image: External link]




	[26]



	1984[image: External link]
	Sting
	 United Kingdom
	"Every Breath You Take[image: External link]"
	The Police[image: External link]
	

	Lionel Richie[image: External link] for "All Night Long (All Night)[image: External link]" performed by Lionel Richie[image: External link]

	Michael Jackson for "Beat It[image: External link]" performed by Michael Jackson

	Michael Jackson for "Billie Jean[image: External link]" performed by Michael Jackson

	Michael Sembello[image: External link] & Dennis Matkosky for " Maniac[image: External link]" performed by Michael Sembello[image: External link]




	



	1985[image: External link]
	Graham Lyle[image: External link]

Terry Britten[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom

 Australia
	"What's Love Got to Do with It[image: External link]" *
	Tina Turner[image: External link]
	

	Phil Collins[image: External link] for "Against All Odds (Take a Look at Me Now)[image: External link]" performed by Phil Collins[image: External link]

	Lionel Richie[image: External link] for " Hello[image: External link]" performed by Lionel Richie[image: External link]

	Stevie Wonder[image: External link] for "I Just Called to Say I Love You[image: External link]" performed by Stevie Wonder[image: External link]

	Cyndi Lauper[image: External link] & Rob Hyman[image: External link] for "Time after Time[image: External link]" performed by Cyndi Lauper[image: External link]




	[27]



	1986[image: External link]
	Michael Jackson

Lionel Richie[image: External link]
	 United States
	"We Are the World[image: External link]" *
	USA for Africa[image: External link]
	

	Mark Knopfler[image: External link] & Sting for "Money for Nothing[image: External link]" performed by Dire Straits[image: External link]

	Don Henley[image: External link] & Mike Campbell[image: External link] for "The Boys of Summer[image: External link]" performed by Don Henley[image: External link]

	Daryl Hall[image: External link] for "Everytime You Go Away[image: External link]" performed by Paul Young[image: External link]

	Mick Jones[image: External link] for "I Want to Know What Love Is[image: External link]" performed by Foreigner[image: External link]




	[28]



	1987[image: External link]
	Burt Bacharach[image: External link]

Carole Bayer Sager[image: External link]
	 United States
	"That's What Friends Are For[image: External link]"
	Dionne Warwick[image: External link] & Friends
	

	Peter Gabriel[image: External link] for " Sledgehammer[image: External link]" performed by Peter Gabriel[image: External link]

	Robert Palmer[image: External link] for "Addicted to Love[image: External link]" performed by Robert Palmer[image: External link]

	Steve Winwood[image: External link] & Will Jennings[image: External link] for "Higher Love[image: External link]" performed by Steve Winwood[image: External link]

	Paul Simon[image: External link] for " Graceland[image: External link]" performed by Paul Simon[image: External link]




	[29]



	1988[image: External link]
	James Horner[image: External link]

Barry Mann[image: External link]

Cynthia Weil[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Somewhere Out There[image: External link]"
	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] & James Ingram[image: External link]
	

	Ritchie Valens[image: External link] for "La Bamba[image: External link]" performed by Los Lobos[image: External link]

	U2[image: External link] for "I Still Haven't Found What I'm Looking For[image: External link]" performed by U2[image: External link]

	Suzanne Vega[image: External link] for " Luka[image: External link]" performed by Suzanne Vega[image: External link]

	Michael Masser[image: External link] & Will Jennings[image: External link] for "Didn't We Almost Have It All[image: External link]" performed by Whitney Houston




	[30]



	1989[image: External link]
	Bobby McFerrin[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Don't Worry, Be Happy[image: External link]" *
	Bobby McFerrin[image: External link]
	

	Anita Baker[image: External link], Skip Scarborough & Randy Holland for "Giving You the Best That I Got[image: External link]" performed by Anita Baker[image: External link]

	Tracy Chapman[image: External link] for "Fast Car[image: External link]" performed by Tracy Chapman[image: External link]

	Sting for "Be Still My Beating Heart[image: External link]" performed by Sting

	Brenda Russell[image: External link], Jeff Hall & Scott Cutler for "Piano in the Dark[image: External link]" performed by Brenda Russell[image: External link]




	[31]



	1990[image: External link]
	Larry Henley[image: External link]

Jeff Silbar[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Wind Beneath My Wings[image: External link]" *
	Bette Midler[image: External link]
	

	Barry Mann[image: External link], Cynthia Weil[image: External link] & Tom Snow[image: External link] for "Don't Know Much[image: External link]" performed by Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] & Aaron Neville[image: External link]

	Don Henley[image: External link] & Bruce Hornsby[image: External link] for "The End of the Innocence[image: External link]" performed by Don Henley[image: External link]

	Billy Joel[image: External link] for "We Didn't Start the Fire[image: External link]" performed by Billy Joel[image: External link]

	Mike Rutherford[image: External link] & B. A. Robertson[image: External link] for "The Living Years[image: External link]" performed by Mike + The Mechanics[image: External link]




	[32]



	1991[image: External link]
	Julie Gold[image: External link]
	 United States
	"From a Distance[image: External link]"
	Bette Midler[image: External link]
	

	Mariah Carey & Ben Margulies[image: External link] for "Vision of Love" performed by Mariah Carey

	Phil Collins[image: External link] for "Another Day in Paradise[image: External link]" performed by Phil Collins[image: External link]

	Prince for "Nothing Compares 2 U[image: External link]" performed by Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link]

	Chynna Phillips[image: External link], Glen Ballard[image: External link] & Carnie Wilson[image: External link] for "Hold On[image: External link]" performed by Wilson Phillips[image: External link]




	[33]



	1992[image: External link]
	Irving Gordon[image: External link]
	 United States
	" Unforgettable[image: External link]" *
	Natalie Cole[image: External link] with Nat King Cole[image: External link]
	

	Bryan Adams[image: External link], Robert Lange[image: External link] & Michael Kamen[image: External link] for "(Everything I Do) I Do It for You[image: External link]" performed by Bryan Adams[image: External link]

	Amy Grant[image: External link] & Keith Thomas for "Baby Baby[image: External link]" performed by Amy Grant[image: External link]

	Bill Berry[image: External link], Peter Buck[image: External link], Mike Mills[image: External link] & Michael Stipe[image: External link] for "Losing My Religion[image: External link]" performed by R.E.M.[image: External link]

	Marc Cohn[image: External link] for "Walking in Memphis[image: External link]" performed by Marc Cohn[image: External link]




	[34]



	1993[image: External link]
	Eric Clapton[image: External link]

Will Jennings[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom

 United States
	"Tears in Heaven[image: External link]" *
	Eric Clapton[image: External link]
	

	Don Von Tress for "Achy Breaky Heart[image: External link]" performed by Billy Ray Cyrus[image: External link]

	Alan Menken[image: External link] & Howard Ashman[image: External link] for "Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]" performed by Celine Dion & Peabo Bryson[image: External link]

	k.d. lang[image: External link] & Ben Mink[image: External link] for "Constant Craving[image: External link]" performed by k.d. lang[image: External link]

	Wendy Waldman, Jon Lind[image: External link] & Phil Galdston for "Save the Best for Last[image: External link]" performed by Vanessa Williams[image: External link]




	[35]



	1994[image: External link]
	Alan Menken[image: External link]

Tim Rice[image: External link]
	 United States

 United Kingdom
	"A Whole New World[image: External link]"
	Peabo Bryson[image: External link] & Regina Belle[image: External link]
	

	Billy Joel[image: External link] for "The River of Dreams[image: External link]" performed by Billy Joel[image: External link]

	Jim Steinman[image: External link] for "I'd Do Anything for Love (But I Won't Do That)[image: External link]" performed by Meat Loaf[image: External link]

	Sting for "If I Ever Lose My Faith in You[image: External link]" performed by Sting

	Neil Young[image: External link] for "Harvest Moon" performed by Neil Young[image: External link]




	[36]



	1995[image: External link]
	Bruce Springsteen
	 United States
	"Streets of Philadelphia[image: External link]"
	Bruce Springsteen
	

	David Baerwald[image: External link], Bill Bottrell[image: External link], Wynn Cooper, Sheryl Crow[image: External link] & Kevin Gilbert[image: External link] for "All I Wanna Do[image: External link]" performed by Sheryl Crow[image: External link]

	Elton John[image: External link] & Tim Rice[image: External link] for "Can You Feel the Love Tonight[image: External link]" performed by Elton John[image: External link]

	Elton John[image: External link] & Tim Rice[image: External link] for "Circle of Life[image: External link]" performed by Elton John[image: External link]

	Gary Baker[image: External link] & Frank J. Myers[image: External link] for "I Swear[image: External link]" versions performed by John Michael Montgomery[image: External link] & All-4-One[image: External link]




	[37]



	1996[image: External link]
	Seal[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	"Kiss from a Rose[image: External link]" *
	Seal[image: External link]
	

	Eric Bazilian[image: External link] for "One of Us[image: External link]" performed by Joan Osborne[image: External link]

	Maribeth Derry, Sam Diamond & Jennifer Kimball for "I Can Love You Like That[image: External link]" versions performed by John Michael Montgomery[image: External link] & All-4-One[image: External link]

	R. Kelly[image: External link] for "You Are Not Alone[image: External link]" performed by Michael Jackson

	Glen Ballard[image: External link] & Alanis Morissette[image: External link] for "You Oughta Know[image: External link]" performed by Alanis Morissette[image: External link]




	[38]



	1997[image: External link]
	Gordon Kennedy[image: External link]

Wayne Kirkpatrick[image: External link]

Tommy Sims[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Change the World[image: External link]" *
	Eric Clapton[image: External link]
	

	Tracy Chapman[image: External link] for "Give Me One Reason[image: External link]" performed by Tracy Chapman[image: External link]

	Diane Warren for "Because You Loved Me[image: External link]" performed by Celine Dion

	Bill Mack[image: External link] for " Blue[image: External link]" performed by LeAnn Rimes[image: External link]

	Kenneth "Babyface" Edmonds[image: External link] for "Exhale (Shoop Shoop)[image: External link]" performed by Whitney Houston




	[39]



	1998[image: External link]
	Shawn Colvin[image: External link]

John Leventhal[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Sunny Came Home[image: External link]" *
	Shawn Colvin[image: External link]
	

	Eric Stefani[image: External link] & Gwen Stefani[image: External link] for "Don't Speak[image: External link]" performed by No Doubt[image: External link]

	Diane Warren for "How Do I Live[image: External link]" versions performed by LeAnn Rimes[image: External link] & Trisha Yearwood[image: External link]

	Paula Cole[image: External link] for "Where Have All the Cowboys Gone?[image: External link]" performed by Paula Cole[image: External link]

	R. Kelly[image: External link] for "I Believe I Can Fly[image: External link]" performed by R. Kelly[image: External link]




	[40]



	1999[image: External link]
	James Horner[image: External link]

Will Jennings[image: External link]
	 Canada
	"My Heart Will Go On[image: External link]" *
	Celine Dion
	

	Diane Warren for "I Don't Want to Miss a Thing[image: External link]" performed by Aerosmith[image: External link]

	John Rzeznik[image: External link] for " Iris[image: External link]" performed by The Goo Goo Dolls[image: External link]

	Kirk Franklin[image: External link] for "Lean on Me[image: External link]" performed by Kirk Franklin[image: External link]

	Robert Lange[image: External link] & Shania Twain[image: External link] for "You're Still the One[image: External link]" performed by Shania Twain[image: External link]




	[41]



	2000[image: External link]
	Itaal Shur[image: External link]

Rob Thomas[image: External link]
	 United States
	" Smooth[image: External link]" *
	Santana[image: External link] featuring Rob Thomas[image: External link]
	

	Andreas Carlsson[image: External link] & Max Martin[image: External link] for "I Want It That Way[image: External link]" performed by Backstreet Boys[image: External link]

	Desmond Child[image: External link] & Robi Dräco Rosa[image: External link] for "Livin' la Vida Loca[image: External link]" performed by Ricky Martin[image: External link]

	Tionne "T-Boz" Watkins[image: External link] & Dallas Austin[image: External link] for " Unpretty[image: External link]" performed by TLC[image: External link]

	Shania Twain[image: External link] & Robert Lange[image: External link] for "You've Got a Way[image: External link]" performed by Shania Twain[image: External link]




	[42]



	2001[image: External link]
	Adam Clayton[image: External link]

David Evans[image: External link]

Larry Mullen, Jr.[image: External link]

Paul Hewson[image: External link]
	 Ireland
	"Beautiful Day[image: External link]" *
	U2[image: External link]
	

	Beyoncé[image: External link], Rodney Jerkins, LaShawn Daniels[image: External link], Fred Jerkins III[image: External link], LeToya, LaTavia Roberson & Kelly Rowland for "Say My Name" performed by Destiny's Child

	Macy Gray[image: External link], Jinsoo Lim, Jeremy Ruzumna & David Wilder for "I Try[image: External link]" performed by Macy Gray[image: External link]

	Stephanie Bentley[image: External link] & Holly Lamar[image: External link] for "Breathe" performed by Faith Hill

	Mark Sanders & Tia Sillers for "I Hope You Dance[image: External link]" performed by Lee Ann Womack[image: External link]




	[43]



	2002[image: External link]
	Alicia Keys
	 United States
	" Fallin'[image: External link]"
	Alicia Keys
	

	India.Arie[image: External link], Carlos "Six July" Broady[image: External link] & Shannon Sanders for " Video[image: External link]" performed by India.Arie

	Charlie Colon, Rob Hotchkiss, Patrick Monahan[image: External link], Jimmy Stafford & Scott Underwood[image: External link] for "Drops of Jupiter (Tell Me)[image: External link]" performed by Train[image: External link]

	U2[image: External link] for "Stuck in a Moment You Can't Get Out Of[image: External link]" performed by U2

	Nelly Furtado[image: External link] for "I'm Like a Bird[image: External link]" performed by Nelly Furtado




	[44]



	2003[image: External link]
	Jesse Harris[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Don't Know Why[image: External link]" *
	Norah Jones
	

	Vanessa Carlton[image: External link] for "A Thousand Miles[image: External link]" performed by Vanessa Carlton

	Avril Lavigne[image: External link] & The Matrix[image: External link] for " Complicated[image: External link]" performed by Avril Lavigne

	Bruce Springsteen for "The Rising[image: External link]" performed by Bruce Springsteen

	Alan Jackson[image: External link] for "Where Were You (When the World Stopped Turning)[image: External link]" performed by Alan Jackson




	[45]



	2004[image: External link]
	Richard Marx[image: External link]

Luther Vandross
	 United States
	"Dance with My Father[image: External link]"
	Luther Vandross
	

	Linda Perry[image: External link] for " Beautiful[image: External link]" performed by Christina Aguilera[image: External link]

	Avril Lavigne[image: External link] & The Matrix[image: External link] for "I'm with You[image: External link]" performed by Avril Lavigne[image: External link]

	Jorge Calderón[image: External link] & Warren Zevon[image: External link] for "Keep Me In Your Heart" performed by Warren Zevon[image: External link]

	Jeff Bass[image: External link], Eminem & Luis Resto[image: External link] for "Lose Yourself" performed by Eminem




	[46]



	2005[image: External link]
	John Mayer[image: External link]
	 United States
	" Daughters[image: External link]"
	John Mayer[image: External link]
	

	Alicia Keys for "If I Ain't Got You[image: External link]" performed by Alicia Keys

	Rhymefest[image: External link] & Kanye West for "Jesus Walks[image: External link]" performed by Kanye West




	Tim Nichols[image: External link] & Craig Wiseman[image: External link] for "Live Like You Were Dying"[image: External link] performed by Tim McGraw[image: External link]

	Daniel Estrin & Douglas Robb[image: External link] for "The Reason[image: External link]" performed by Hoobastank[image: External link]




	[47]



	2006[image: External link]
	Adam Clayton[image: External link]

David Evans[image: External link]

Larry Mullen, Jr.[image: External link]

Paul Hewson[image: External link]
	 Ireland
	"Sometimes You Can't Make It on Your Own[image: External link]"
	U2[image: External link]
	

	Johntá Austin[image: External link], Babyface[image: External link], Mariah Carey, Jermaine Dupri[image: External link], Manuel Seal, Jr.[image: External link], Darnell Bristol[image: External link], Sid Johnson, Patrick Moten[image: External link], Sandra Sully[image: External link] & Bobby Womack[image: External link] for "We Belong Together[image: External link]" performed by Mariah Carey

	Bobby Boyd, Jeff Hanna & Marcus Hummon[image: External link] for "Bless the Broken Road[image: External link]" performed by Rascal Flatts[image: External link]

	Bruce Springsteen for "Devils & Dust[image: External link]" performed by Bruce Springsteen

	John Legend & will.i.am[image: External link] for "Ordinary People[image: External link]" performed by John Legend




	[48]



	2007[image: External link]
	Emily Robison[image: External link]

Martie Maguire[image: External link]

Natalie Maines[image: External link]

Dan Wilson[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Not Ready to Make Nice[image: External link]" *
	Dixie Chicks[image: External link]
	

	Johnta Austin[image: External link], Mary J. Blige, Bryan-Michael Cox[image: External link] & Jason Perry[image: External link] for "Be Without You[image: External link]" performed by Mary J. Blige

	James Blunt[image: External link], Amanda Ghost[image: External link] & Sacha Skarbek[image: External link] for "You're Beautiful[image: External link]" performed by James Blunt

	John Beck[image: External link], Steve Chrisanthou & Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link] for "Put Your Records On[image: External link]" performed by Corinne Bailey Rae

	Brett James[image: External link], Hillary Lindsey[image: External link] & Gordie Sampson[image: External link] for "Jesus, Take the Wheel[image: External link]" performed by Carrie Underwood[image: External link]




	[49]



	2008[image: External link]
	Amy Winehouse
	 United Kingdom
	" Rehab[image: External link]" *
	Amy Winehouse
	

	Josh Kear & Chris Tompkins for "Before He Cheats[image: External link]" performed by Carrie Underwood[image: External link]

	Tom Higgenson[image: External link] for "Hey There Delilah[image: External link]" performed by Plain White T's[image: External link]

	Corinne Bailey Rae[image: External link] for "Like a Star[image: External link]" performed by Corinne Bailey Rae

	Kuk Harrell, Jay-Z[image: External link], Christopher Stewart[image: External link] & The-Dream for " Umbrella[image: External link]" performed by Rihanna featuring Jay-Z
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	2009[image: External link]
	Guy Berryman[image: External link]

Jonny Buckland[image: External link]

Will Champion[image: External link]

Chris Martin
	 United Kingdom
	"Viva la Vida[image: External link]"
	Coldplay[image: External link]
	

	Estelle[image: External link], Keith Harris, John Legend, Josh Lopez, Caleb Speir, Kanye West & will.i.am[image: External link] for "American Boy[image: External link]" (by Estelle[image: External link] featuring Kanye West)

	Adele Adkins & Eg White[image: External link] for "Chasing Pavements[image: External link]" performed by Adele

	Jason Mraz[image: External link] for "I'm Yours[image: External link]" performed by Jason Mraz

	Sara Bareilles[image: External link] for "Love Song[image: External link]" performed by Sara Bareilles
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	2010[image: External link]
	Thaddis Harrell

Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]

Terius Nash

Christopher Stewart[image: External link]
	 United States
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)"
	Beyoncé
	

	Lady Gaga & RedOne[image: External link] for "Poker Face[image: External link]" performed by Lady Gaga

	Hod David & Musze[image: External link] for "Pretty Wings[image: External link]" performed by Maxwell[image: External link]

	Caleb Followill[image: External link], Jared Followill[image: External link], Matthew Followill[image: External link] & Nathan Followill[image: External link] for "Use Somebody[image: External link]" performed by Kings of Leon[image: External link]

	Liz Rose[image: External link] & Taylor Swift for "You Belong With Me[image: External link]" performed by Taylor Swift
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	2011[image: External link]
	Dave Haywood

Josh Kear

Charles Kelley

Hillary Scott
	 United States
	"Need You Now" *
	Lady Antebellum[image: External link]
	

	Ray LaMontagne[image: External link] for "Beg Steal Or Borrow[image: External link]" performed by Ray LaMontagne and The Pariah Dogs

	Brody Brown, Cee Lo Green[image: External link], Ari Levine[image: External link], Philip Lawrence[image: External link] & Bruno Mars for "F**k You[image: External link]" performed by Cee Lo Green

	Tom Douglas[image: External link] & Allen Shamblin[image: External link] for "The House That Built Me[image: External link]" performed by Miranda Lambert[image: External link]

	Alexander Grant[image: External link], Skylar Grey[image: External link] & Marshall Mathers for "Love the Way You Lie[image: External link]" performed by Eminem featuring Rihanna
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	2012[image: External link]
	Adele Adkins

Paul Epworth[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	"Rolling in the Deep" *
	Adele
	

	Jeff Bhasker, Malik Jones, Warren Trotter & Kanye West for "All of the Lights[image: External link]" performed by Kanye West, Rihanna, Kid Cudi[image: External link] & Fergie[image: External link]

	Ted Dwane[image: External link], Ben Lovett[image: External link], Marcus Mumford[image: External link] & Country Winston[image: External link] for "The Cave[image: External link]" performed by Mumford & Sons[image: External link]

	Brody Brown, Claude Kelly[image: External link], Philip Lawrence[image: External link], Ari Levine[image: External link], Bruno Mars & Andrew Wyatt[image: External link] for " Grenade[image: External link]" performed by Bruno Mars

	Justin Vernon[image: External link] for " Holocene[image: External link]" performed by Bon Iver[image: External link]
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	2013[image: External link]
	Nate Ruess

Jack Antonoff

Jeff Bhasker

Andrew Dost
	 United States
	"We Are Young"
	Fun[image: External link] featuring Janelle Monáe[image: External link]
	

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link] for "The A Team[image: External link]" performed by Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

	Miguel Pimentel[image: External link] for " Adorn[image: External link]" by Miguel[image: External link]

	Tavish Crowe, Carly Rae Jepsen[image: External link] & Josh Ramsay[image: External link] for "Call Me Maybe[image: External link]" by Carly Rae Jepsen[image: External link]

	Jörgen Elofsson[image: External link], David Gamson[image: External link], Greg Kurstin & Ali Tamposi[image: External link] for "Stronger (What Doesn't Kill You)[image: External link]" by Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]
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	2014[image: External link]
	Joel Little

Ella Yelich-O'Connor

	 New Zealand
	"Royals"
	Lorde
	

	Jeff Bhasker, Pink, & Nate Ruess for "Just Give Me a Reason[image: External link]" by Pink featuring Nate Ruess

	Phillip Lawrence[image: External link], Ari Levine[image: External link], & Bruno Mars for "Locked Out of Heaven[image: External link]" by Bruno Mars

	Lukasz Gottwald[image: External link], Max Martin[image: External link], Bonnie McKee[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], & Henry Walter[image: External link] for " Roar[image: External link]" by Katy Perry[image: External link]

	Ben Haggerty[image: External link], Mary Lambert[image: External link], & Ryan Lewis[image: External link] for "Same Love[image: External link]" by Macklemore & Ryan Lewis
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	2015[image: External link]
	James Napier

William Phillips[image: External link]

Sam Smith
	 United Kingdom
	"Stay with Me" ( Darkchild[image: External link] version) *
	Sam Smith
	

	Andrew Hozier-Byrne[image: External link] for "Take Me to Church[image: External link]" by Hozier[image: External link]

	Sia Furler & Jesse Shatkin[image: External link] for " Chandelier[image: External link]" by Sia

	Max Martin[image: External link], Shellback[image: External link] & Taylor Swift for "Shake It Off[image: External link]" by Taylor Swift

	Kevin Kadish[image: External link] & Meghan Trainor for "All About That Bass[image: External link]" by Meghan Trainor
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	2016[image: External link]
	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]

Amy Wadge
	 United Kingdom
	"Thinking Out Loud"
	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	

	Kendrick Duckworth, Mark Anthony Spears & Pharrell Williams for " Alright[image: External link]" by Kendrick Lamar

	Max Martin[image: External link], Shellback[image: External link] & Taylor Swift for "Blank Space[image: External link]" by Taylor Swift

	Hillary Lindsey[image: External link], Lori McKenna[image: External link] & Liz Rose[image: External link] for "Girl Crush[image: External link]" by Little Big Town[image: External link]

	Andrew Cedar, Justin Franks[image: External link], Charles Puth & Cameron Thomaz[image: External link] for "See You Again" by Wiz Khalifa featuring Charlie Puth
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	2017
	Adele Adkins

Greg Kurstin
	 United Kingdom
	"Hello" *
	Adele
	

	Khalif Brown, Asheton Hogan, Beyoncé Knowles & Michael L. Williams II for "Formation" by Beyoncé

	Mike Posner for "I Took a Pill in Ibiza[image: External link]" by Mike Posner[image: External link]

	Justin Bieber, Benjamin Levin & Ed Sheeran for "Love Yourself" by Justin Bieber

	Lukas Forchhammer, Stefan Forrest, Morten Pilegaard & Morten Ristorp for "7 Years[image: External link]" by Lukas Graham[image: External link]
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^[I] Each year is linked to the article about the Grammy Awards held that year.

	
^[II] The performing artist is only listed but does not receive the award.
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Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)





"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" is a song from American singer Beyoncé's third studio album, I Am... Sasha Fierce (2008). Columbia Records released "Single Ladies" as a single[image: External link] on October 13, 2008 alongside "If I Were a Boy", showcasing the contrast between Beyoncé and her aggressive onstage alter ego Sasha Fierce. It explores men's unwillingness to propose[image: External link] or commit. In the song, the female protagonist is in a club to celebrate her single status.

"Single Ladies" won three Grammy Awards in 2010, including Song of the Year, among other accolades. Several news media sources named it as one of the best songs of 2008, while some considered it one of the best songs of the decade. It topped the US Billboard Hot 100 chart and has been certified quadruple-platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), with more than 5 million paid digital downloads. The song charted among the top ten within the singles category in several other countries. Globally, it was 2009's seventh best-selling digital single with 6.1 million units sold[1] thus becoming one of the best-selling singles of all time[image: External link].

A black-and-white music video accompanied the single's release. It won several awards, including the Video of the Year[image: External link] at the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards. Beyoncé has performed "Single Ladies" on television and during her concert tours. The song and particularly its music video have been widely parodied and imitated. Several notable artists have performed cover versions. Media usage has included placement in popular television shows.
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 Background and release




"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" was written by Beyoncé, Terius "The-Dream" Nash, Thaddis "Kuk" Harrell, and Christopher "Tricky" Stewart[image: External link], and was produced by Nash and Stewart. Beyoncé recorded the song in April 2008 at the Boom Boom Room Studio in Burbank, California[image: External link], and it was mixed[image: External link] by Jaycen Joshua[image: External link] and Dave Pensado[image: External link], with assistance from Randy Urbanski and Andrew Wuepper.[2] Nash conceptualized "Single Ladies" after Beyoncé's secret marriage to hip hop recording artist Jay-Z[image: External link] in April 2008.[3][4] Stewart commented that the song was "the only public statement that [Beyoncé and Jay-Z had] ever made about marriage",[3] and that while in the studio recording the song Beyoncé had remained tightlipped, even to the point of removing her wedding band.[3] Beyoncé's marriage inspired Nash to compose a song about an issue that affected many people's relationships: the fear or unwillingness of men to commit.[3] In an interview with Billboard magazine, Beyoncé added that she was drawn to the song because of the universality of the topic, an issue that "people are passionate about and want to talk about and debate".[5] She stated that although "Single Ladies" is a playful uptempo[image: External link] song, it addresses an issue that women experience every day.[5]

In "Single Ladies", Beyoncé portrays her alter ego Sasha Fierce, which appears on the second part of I Am... Sasha Fierce.[6] The song was released simultaneously with "If I Were a Boy"; as lead singles, they were meant to demonstrate the concept of the dueling personalities of the singer.[7] This reinforced the theme of the album, which was created by placing its ballads[image: External link] and uptempo tracks on separate discs.[8] The singles debuted on US radio on October 8, 2008;[9] "Single Ladies" did so on mainstream urban[image: External link] New York radio station Power 105.1[image: External link].[10] Both singles were added to rhythmic contemporary[image: External link] radio playlists on October 12, 2008;[11] "Single Ladies" was sent to urban contemporary[image: External link] playlists the same day,[12] while "If I Were a Boy" was instead classified for contemporary hit radio[image: External link].[13] The two songs were released as a double A-side[image: External link] single on November 7, 2008, in Australia,[14] New Zealand,[15] and Germany.[16] Dance remixes[image: External link] of the song were made available in the US on February 10, 2009,[17] and in Europe on February 16, 2009.[18] "Single Ladies" was not originally released as a single in the UK, but the song became increasingly popular there and reached the top ten in the UK Singles Chart[image: External link] as a result of download sales.[19] On February 16, 2009, it was released as a CD single[image: External link], and the dance remixes became available as a digital download.[20][21]
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 Composition and lyrical interpretation




"Single Ladies" is an uptempo dance-pop[image: External link] and R&B song with dancehall[image: External link], disco[image: External link] and bounce[image: External link] influences.[7][22][23][24][25] It is set in common time[image: External link],[26] and makes use of staccato[image: External link] bounce-based hand claps[image: External link],[27][28] Morse code[image: External link] beeps[image: External link],[25] an ascending whistle[image: External link] in the background,[29] and a punchy organic beat.[28] The instrumentation includes a bass drum[image: External link],[30] a keyboard[image: External link][31] and spaced out synthesizers[image: External link] that occasionally zoom in and out; one commentator, Sarah Liss of CBC News[image: External link], noted that their arrangement surprisingly comes as light, instead of dense.[28] According to the sheet music published at Musicnotes.com by Sony/ATV Music Publishing[image: External link], "Single Ladies" is written in the key[image: External link] of E major[image: External link] and played in a moderate groove of 96.901 beats per minute[image: External link]. Beyoncé's vocals range from the note of F♯ 3[image: External link] to D 5[image: External link].[26] It has a chord progression[image: External link] of E in the verses, and Bdim–C–Bdim–Am in the chorus[image: External link].[26] J. Freedom du Lac of The Washington Post noted the song features "playground vocals".[32]

"Single Ladies" is musically similar to Beyoncé's 2007 single "Get Me Bodied"; Andy Kellman of Allmusic[image: External link] called it a "dire throwback" to the song.[33] Stewart and Harrell said in an interview given to People magazine that the similar rhythm of the two songs is "what Beyoncé responds to".[3] Ann Powers of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] saw the song's theme of female empowerment as an extension of that of "Irreplaceable" (2006),[34] and Daniel Brockman of The Phoenix[image: External link] noted that its usage of "blurry pronouns" such as "it" resembles Beyoncé's 2005 single "Check on It[image: External link]".[35] Liss commented that the beat of the "Single Ladies" evokes African gumboot dancing[image: External link] and schoolyard Double Dutch[image: External link] chants,[28] a view shared by Douglas Wolf of Time magazine.[36] Trish Crawford of the Toronto Star concluded that "Single Ladies" is "a strong song of female empowerment",[37] and other music critics have noted its appeal to Beyoncé's fan base of independent women[34][38] as in the song, Beyoncé offers support to women who have split up from their no-good boyfriends.[39]

In "Single Ladies", Beyoncé emphasizes her aggressive and sensual alter ego Sasha Fierce.[22][40][41] She displays much attitude in her voice, as stated by Nick Levine of Digital Spy.[19] Echoing Levine's sentiments, Liss wrote that Beyoncé sounds "gleefully sassy".[28] The lyrics reflect post-breakup situations.[42] Accompanied by robotic-like sounds, the opening lines of the song are call and response[image: External link];[43] Beyoncé chants, "All the single ladies", and background singers echo the line each time.[34] In the first verse[image: External link], Beyoncé narrates the recent end to a poor relationship after she "cried [her] tears for three good years".[39][44] She reclaims her right to flirt, have fun, and find a lover who is more devoted than the previous one.[45] Beyoncé goes out to celebrate with her friends in a club where she meets a new love interest.[34] However, her former boyfriend is watching her, and she directs the song to him.[34] She then sings the chorus, which uses minor chords[image: External link][41] and contains several hooks[image: External link],[46] "If you like it then you shoulda put a ring on it ... Oh oh oh".[47]

In the second verse, Beyoncé tells her ex-lover that, as he did not attempt to make things more permanent when he had the chance, he has no reason to complain now that she has found someone else.[48] On the bridge[image: External link], she affirms that she wants her new love interest "to make like a prince and grab her, delivering her to 'a destiny, to infinity and beyond'" while "Prince Charming is left standing there like the second lead in a romantic comedy".[34] Towards the end of the song, Beyoncé takes a more aggressive vocal approach[22] and employs a middle eight[image: External link] as she sings, "And like a ghost I'll be gone".[48] When she chants the chorus for the third and final time, her vocals are omnipresent within layers of music, as described by Frannie Kelley of NPR[image: External link].[30] An electronic swoop tugs in continuously until the song ends.[36]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Critical reception
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Nick Levine of Digital Spy particularly praised its beats, which according to him, "just don't quit".[19] Michelangelo Matos of The A.V. Club[image: External link] wrote that the song is "fabulous, with glowing production, a humongous hook, and beats for weeks".[49] Ann Powers of the Los Angeles Times was also impressed with the overall production of the song, specifically the chorus, adding "More than most female singers, Beyoncé understands the funky art of singing rhythmically, and this is a prime example."[34] Fraser McAlpine of BBC Online[image: External link] considered "Single Ladies" to be the best song Beyoncé has attempted since "Ring the Alarm" (2006) and complimented the former's refrain, describing it as "so amazingly catchy that it provides a surprisingly solid foundation for the entire song".[48] Alexis Petridis of The Guardian commended the threatening atmosphere that "Single Ladies" creates by using minor chords.[41] Daniel Brockman of The Phoenix complimented the song's use of the word "it", and wrote that the technique "sums up her divided musical persona far more effectively than the [album's] two-disc split-personality gimmick."[35]

Darryl Sterdan of Jam![image: External link] called the song single-worthy, and wrote that it is "a tune that actually sounds like a Beyoncé number".[46] Sarah Liss of CBC News wrote that "Single Ladies" represents Beyoncé at her best, describing it as "an instantly addictive [and] a bouncy featherweight dance-pop track".[28] She further commented that it was pleasant hear a voice which "changes timbre naturally, a voice with actual cracks and fissures (however slight)" in contrast to the "Auto-Tune epidemic that seems to be plaguing so many of her mainstream pop peers".[28] Douglas Wolf of Time magazine added that "Single Ladies" is a sing-along which allows Beyoncé to demonstrate her virtuosity and "a focused, commanding display of individuality that speaks for every raised hand without a ring on it".[36] Sasha Frere-Jones[image: External link] of The New Yorker wrote that the song combines a jumble of feelings and sounds that "don't resolve but also never become tiring".[29] He concluded that "Single Ladies" was generally jubilant and that Beyoncé's vocals were pure and glimmering.[29] Andy Kellman of Allmusic and Jessica Suarez of Paste[image: External link] magazine noted the song as one of the standouts from I Am... Sasha Fierce, and saw similarities to "Get Me Bodied".[25][33]

Writers praised the song's dance beat; Colin McGuire of PopMatters[image: External link] praised "Single Ladies" as one of Beyoncé's best dance tracks.[23] Spence D. of IGN Music[image: External link] described the song as a "Caribbean flair and booty shaking jubilation that should get even the most staid of listeners snapping their necks and gyrating joyfully".[50] Joey Guerra of the Houston Chronicle[image: External link] wrote that it is a "hip-shaking club" song similar to "Check on It".[22] Leah Greenblatt of Entertainment Weekly magazine wrote that "Single Ladies" is a "giddy, high-stepping hybrid of lyrical kiss-off and fizzy jump-rope jam".[27] Describing the song as a "winning high-stepping" one, Adam Mazmanian of The Washington Times[image: External link] wrote that "Single Ladies" is designed to get the women out on the dance floor as Beyoncé sings it with "a genuinely defiant, independent voice".[24] Some critics were unimpressed by "Single Ladies". Mariel Concepcion of Billboard magazine called it "standard screech-thump fare".[51] The Observer's Adam Mattera saw "Single Ladies" and " Diva[image: External link]" as potential sources of inspiration for drag queens[image: External link], although they may leave others confused.[38] Sal Cinquemani of Slant Magazine criticized its lyrical inconsistencies, suggesting it is a "leftover" from B'Day.[52]
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 Recognition




Rolling Stone named "Single Ladies" the best song of 2008, and wrote, "The beat ... is irresistible and exuberant, the vocal hook is stormy and virtuosic."[53] "Single Ladies" ranked as the second-best song of the 2000s decade in the magazine's 2009 readers' poll,[54] and Rolling Stone critics placed it at number 50 on the list of the 100 Best Songs of the Decade.[55] "Single Ladies" was placed at number two on MTV News' list of The Best Songs of 2008; James Montgomery called it "hyperactive and supercharged in ways I never thought possible. It's epic and sexy and even a bit sad."[56] "There is absolutely zero chance Beyoncé ever releases a single like this ever again", Montgomery concluded.[56] Time magazine's critic Josh Tyrangiel[image: External link], who called the song "ludicrously infectious", ranked it as the seventh-best song of 2008.[57] Douglas Wolf of the same publication placed it at number nine on his list of the All-Time 100 Songs.[36]

"Single Ladies" appeared at number six on the Eye Weekly[image: External link]'s critics' list of the Best Singles of 2008,[58] and at number six on About.com[image: External link]'s Mark Edward Nero's list of the Best R&B Songs of 2008.[59] On The Village Voice's year-end Pazz & Jop[image: External link] singles list, "Single Ladies" was ranked at numbers three and forty one in 2008 and 2009 respectively.[60][61] Additionally, the Maurice Joshua Club Mix of the song was ranked at number 443 on the 2008 list.[60] "Single Ladies" was named the best song of the 2000s decade by Black Entertainment Television (BET).[62] Sarah Rodman, writing for The Boston Globe, named "Single Ladies" the fourth most irresistible song of the decade, and stated, "[Beyoncé] combined leotards with crass engagement-bling baiting into one delicious sexy-yet-antiquated package. The video had the whole world dancing and waving along via YouTube."[63] VH1 ranked "Single Ladies" at number sixteen on its list of The 100 Greatest Songs of the 2000s.[64] In his book Eating the Dinosaur[image: External link] (2009), Chuck Klosterman[image: External link] wrote that "Single Ladies" is "arguably the first song overtly marketed toward urban bachelorette parties[image: External link]".[65] Jody Rosen of The New Yorker credited the melodies that float and dart over the thump for creating a new sound in music that didn't exist in the world before Beyoncé. He further wrote, "If they sound 'normal' now, it's because Beyoncé, and her many followers, have retrained our ears."[66]



	Organization
	Country
	Accolade
	Year
	Source



	Rolling Stone
	United States
	Songs of the Decade (ranked 50)
	2009
	[67]



	Rolling Stone
	United States
	"Top Songs of 2008" (ranked 1)
	2008
	[68]



	Slant[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	"The 100 Best Singles of the Aughts" (ranked 122)
	2010
	[69]



	Pitchfork[image: External link]
	United States
	"The 100 Best Tracks of 2008" (ranked 23)
	2008
	[70]



	Time
	United States
	All Time 100 Songs
	2011
	[71]



	Complex
	United States
	The 100 Best Songs of The Complex Decade
	2012
	[72]



	The Village Voice[image: External link]
	United States
	Pazz + Jop 2008 (ranked 3)
	2008
	[73]
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 Accolades




"Single Ladies" has received awards and nominations, including the Song of the Year, Best R&B Song and Best Female R&B Vocal Performance at the 52nd Grammy Awards[image: External link].[74] It also won the awards for Favorite Song at the 2009 Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link],[75] Song of the Year at the 2009 Soul Train Music Awards[image: External link],[76] and Best R&B Song at the 2009 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link].[77] The American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) recognized "Single Ladies" as one of the most performed songs of 2009 at the 27th ASCAP Pop Music Awards.[78] The song was nominated in the Best Song category at the 2009 NAACP Image Awards[79] and in the English-language "Record of the Year" category at the 2009 Premios Oye! Awards[image: External link].[80] It was also nominated for Record of the Year at the 2009 Soul Train Music Awards,[76] Viewer's Choice Award at the 2009 BET Awards,[81] Best R&B/Urban Dance Track at the 2009 International Dance Music Awards[image: External link],[82] and World's Best Single at the 2010 World Music Awards[image: External link].[83]
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 Chart performance




"Single Ladies" debuted at number 72 on the US Billboard Hot 100 chart issue dated November 1, 2008.[84] On December 6, 2008, it moved from number 28 to number two on the Hot 100 chart, as a result of its debut at number one on the Hot Digital Songs[image: External link] chart, selling 204,000 digital downloads.[85] The song became Beyoncé's fifth solo single to top the Hot Digital Songs chart.[86] "If I Were a Boy" charted at number three on the Hot 100 chart the same week, and thus Beyoncé became the seventh female in the US to have two songs in the top five positions of that particular chart.[87] The following week "Single Ladies" climbed to number one on the Hot 100 chart, selling 228,000 downloads, and became Beyoncé's fifth solo single to top the chart.[88] It tied her with Olivia Newton-John[image: External link] and Barbra Streisand[image: External link] at number six on the list of female artists with the most Hot 100 number one hits.[89]

The song was at the top of the chart for four non-consecutive weeks,[90] during the last of which digital downloads of "Single Ladies" increased by 157 percent to 382,000 units—its best week of digital sales.[90] For the week ending January 15, 2009, the song moved to number one on the Hot 100 Airplay[image: External link] chart with 147.3 million listener impressions.[91] It reached number one on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart, where it remained for twelve consecutive weeks.[92] "Single Ladies" topped the Pop Songs[93] and the Hot Dance Club Play[image: External link] charts,[94] and reached number two on the Pop 100[image: External link] chart.[95] The song has been certified quadruple-platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) for sales of over 4,000,000 copies.[96] It has sold over 5,000,000 digital downloads in the US as of October 2012, according to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link].[97]

"Single Ladies" debuted at number 81 on the Canadian Hot 100[image: External link] chart for the week ending November 29, 2008.[98] On January 24, 2009, its ninth charting week, it moved to its peak spot at number two,[99] and was subsequently certified double-platinum by the Canadian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (CRIA) for sales of over 160,000 copies.[100] The song peaked at number seven,[101] and spent 112 weeks on the UK Singles Chart.[102] It topped the UK R&B Chart[image: External link], where it succeeded the song's double A-side, "If I Were a Boy".[103] On October 23, 2009, "Single Ladies" was certified platinum by the British Phonographic Industry[image: External link] (BPI) for sales of over 600,000 copies.[104] As of November 2013, it has sold 704,000 copies in the UK.[105] On the Irish Singles Chart[image: External link], it reached number four and enjoyed twenty weeks of charting, while on the Japan Hot 100[image: External link] chart it made its way to number 25.[106] In Australia, the single attained a high point of number five on the ARIA Singles Chart[image: External link],[107] and received a five-times platinum certification from the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA) for sales of over 350,000 copies.[108] It peaked at number two on the New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link],[107] and was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of New Zealand[image: External link] (RIANZ) for shipment of over 15,000 copies.[109] "Single Ladies" appeared on several charts in mainland Europe, and peaked at number 20 on the European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link] chart.[110] It reached the top 10 in the Netherlands, Italy and Spain, and the top 40 in both Belgian territories (Flanders and Wallonia), as well as in Hungary, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland.[107][111] "Single Ladies" was 2009's seventh best-selling digital single with 6.1 million units sold worldwide,[1] and is one of the best-selling singles of all-time[image: External link].
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 Music video
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 Background and concept




The music video for "Single Ladies" was shot immediately after that of "If I Were a Boy",[40] but it received less attention during production than the "higher-gloss, higher-profile video" for "If I Were a Boy".[112] Both videos were shot in black-and-white[image: External link] in New York City and were directed by Jake Nava[image: External link],[112] with whom Beyoncé had worked on previous music videos including "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" and "Beautiful Liar".[113] "Single Ladies" was choreographed by Frank Gatson and JaQuel Knight,[3] and incorporates J-Setting[image: External link] choreography.[40] The two music videos premiered on MTV's Total Request Live[image: External link] show on October 13, 2008[7] to reinforce the concept of conflicting personalities.[40] The videos were released to other media outlets on the same date and subsequently included on Beyoncé's remix album with videography, Above and Beyoncé[image: External link],[114] and the platinum edition of I Am... Sasha Fierce.[115]

Beyoncé told Simon Vozick-Levinson of Entertainment Weekly that the inspiration for the video was a 1969 Bob Fosse[image: External link] routine entitled "Mexican Breakfast" seen on The Ed Sullivan Show[image: External link], which featured Fosse's wife, Gwen Verdon[image: External link], dancing with two other women.[116][117] "Mexican Breakfast" had become an Internet viral sensation the previous summer after Unk[image: External link]'s "Walk It Out[image: External link]" was dubbed over the original mix.[118] Beyoncé wanted to attempt a similar dance and eventually, the choreography of "Single Ladies" was liberally adapted from "Mexican Breakfast":


I saw a video on YouTube. [The dancers] had a plain background and it was shot on the crane; it was 360 degrees, they could move around. And I said, 'This is genius.' We kept a lot of the Fosse choreography and added the down-south thing—it's called J-Setting, where one person does something and the next person follows. So it was a strange mixture ... It's like the most urban choreography, mixed with Fosse—very modern and very vintage.[40]



Beyoncé wanted a simple music video; it was filmed with minimal alternative camera shots and cuts, and no changes to hairstyles, costumes and sets.[5] According to JaQuel Knight, Beyoncé also wanted the video to feel "good and powerful"[3] and include choreography that could be attempted by anybody.[3] The day the video was shot, the song was divided into three parts.[112] Nava deliberately used lengthy shots so that viewers "would connect with the human endeavor of Beyoncé's awe-inspiring dance",[112] with all the changes in looks, angles[image: External link], and lighting executed live on-camera because he wanted to keep the feel "very organic and un-gimmicky".[112][119] The styling was inspired by a Vogue photo shoot.[112] In the video Beyoncé wears a titanium[image: External link] roboglove designed by her long-time jeweler, Lorraine Schwartz[image: External link], to complement her alter ego Sasha Fierce. The glove consists of several pieces, including a ring and a separate component that covers Beyoncé's upper arm. She first wore the roboglove on the red carpet at the MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link] on November 8, 2008.[120] The video shoot took around twelve hours.[121] Many performances of the song were filmed without interruption, and edited together to give the impression that the final video was filmed in a single take[image: External link].[31][121]
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 Synopsis




In the video for "Single Ladies", emphasis is laid on Beyoncé's more aggressive and sensual side, her alter ego Sasha Fierce. It shows her in an asymmetrical leotard[image: External link] and high-heels, with two backup dancers, Ebony Williams and Ashley Everett.[7] Beyoncé's mother, Tina Knowles, designed the high-cut leotards after seeing something similar in the American musical films[image: External link] A Chorus Line[image: External link] and All That Jazz[image: External link].[3] The dance routine incorporates many styles, including jazz[image: External link], tap[image: External link], and hip hop[image: External link], and is credited with popularizing J-Setting[image: External link], a flamboyant lead and follow[image: External link] dance style prominent in many African American gay clubs across Atlanta and used by the all-female Prancing J-Settes[image: External link] dance troupe of Jackson State University[image: External link].[119][122]

The video features Beyoncé and her two companions dancing inside an infinity cove[image: External link], which alternates between black and white and places the focus on the complex choreography. Throughout the video the women click their heels and shake their hips and legs. However, the main intention is to attract the viewers' attention toward their hands and ring fingers as they do the hand-twirl move.[7] At one point during the video, the dancers run up to a wall, which, according to Frank Gatson Jr., pays homage to Shirley MacLaine[image: External link]'s act in the 1969 film Sweet Charity[image: External link].[3] Toward the end of the video, Beyoncé flashes her own wedding ring on her finger.[3][7]
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 Response and accolades




Although the video for "Single Ladies" was the cheapest and quickest of all her videos to produce, Beyoncé felt that it ended up being "the most iconic ... something special".[5] It spawned a dance craze[image: External link] and inspired thousands of imitations all over the world, many of which were posted on YouTube[image: External link].[3] In an interview with MTV, Beyoncé expressed her appreciation of the public's response to the video, and stated that she had spent much time watching several of these parodies: "It's beautiful to feel you touch people and bring a song to life with a video."[123] Nava also expressed his surprise at the positive reception of the video, and attributed its success to the video's understated, less-is-more approach.[112] In an interview with Chandler Levack for Eye Weekly, Toronto director Scott Cudmore stated that the Internet age has impacted the way music videos are made, as well as perceived by an audience. Although Cudmore believes that the music video as a medium is "disappearing ... from the mainstream public eye", he accredited "Single Ladies" with its resurgence, and stated that after the video appeared on the Internet, people began to "consciously look for music videos because of its art".[124]

The music video has won several awards and accolades. It was voted Best Dance Routine in the 2008 Popjustice[image: External link] Readers' Poll;[125] and won Video of the Year[image: External link] becoming the first black and white music video since Don Henley[image: External link]'s The Boys of Summer[image: External link], Best Choreography[image: External link], and Best Editing[image: External link] at the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards.[126] The song also won Best Video at the 2009 MTV Europe Music Awards,[127] the 2009 MOBO Awards,[128] and the 2009 BET Awards.[81] The video has also received many nominations: Best Video in the 2009 Popjustice Readers Polls (placed 4th);[129] nine (including the three that it won) in the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards;[123] Best International Artist Video[image: External link] at the 2009 MuchMusic Video Awards[image: External link][130] (losing to Lady Gaga's "Poker Face[image: External link]"[131]); Outstanding Music Video at the 2009 NAACP Image Awards;[79] and two at the 2009 MTV Australia Awards[image: External link] for Best Video and Best Moves.[132] The video was ranked at number four on BET's Notarized: Top 100 Videos of 2008 countdown,[133] and at number three on VH1's Top 40 Videos of 2009.[134] It was voted best music video of the 2000s decade by fans of the music website MUZU TV[image: External link][135] and fifth-best of the decade by readers of Billboard magazine.[136] Claire Suddath of Time magazine included it in her 30 All-Time Best Music Videos, writing that "sometimes the best creations are also the simplest".[119] In 2013, John Boone and Jennifer Cady of E! Online placed the video at number one on their list of Beyoncé's ten best music videos writing, "[It has] All of the sex appeal. Ever... Beyoncé doesn't need anything but an empty room in this one. It's all about the dancing. It's all about the leotard. It's all about the fierceness. And it's epic.".[137] The music video was certified platinum by CRIA for shipment of sales 10,000 units.[100]
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 "Kanyegate"




Main article: Kanyegate[image: External link]


"Single Ladies" was nominated for nine awards at the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards, ultimately winning three including Video of the Year. Its failure to win the Best Female Video category, which went to American country pop singer Taylor Swift's "You Belong with Me", sparked controversy during the ceremony. Swift's acceptance speech was interrupted by rapper Kanye West, who grabbed her microphone to declare the "Single Ladies" video as "one of the best videos of all time".[138] Footage of Beyoncé in the audience looking shocked was then shown. When Beyoncé won the Video of the Year award later that night, she reminisced about when she won her first MTV award with her former group, Destiny's Child, and called the experience "one of the most exciting moments in [her] life". She then invited Swift on-stage to finish her speech and "have her moment".[138][139]
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 Live performances




Beyoncé first promoted "Single Ladies" in a concert organized by Power 105.1 radio in New York on October 29, 2008,[140] and subsequently performed the song at various awards ceremonies, concerts and television shows. At the 2008 World Music Awards in Monaco, Beyoncé performed "Single Ladies" while wearing her roboglove, and pointed to the glove as she sang the song's chorus.[141] Beyoncé sang "Single Ladies" on Saturday Night Live (SNL) on November 15, 2008.[142] That night, Beyoncé was featured in a parody of the song's music video, where the two female backup dancers from the video were replaced by pop singer Justin Timberlake and SNL cast members Andy Samberg[image: External link] and Bobby Moynihan[image: External link].[143][144] On November 16, 2008, Beyoncé performed a medley of "If I Were a Boy", "Single Ladies", and "Crazy in Love" during the final episode of Total Request Live.[145] "Single Ladies" was also performed by Beyoncé on November 18, 2008, on 106 & Park[image: External link],[146] on November 23, 2008, at the 2008 American Music Awards[image: External link],[147] on November 25, 2008, on The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link][148] and on November 26, 2008, at Rockefeller Plaza[image: External link] on The Today Show.[149] She delivered a performance of "Single Ladies" with two male dancers on The Tyra Banks Show[image: External link] on January 9, 2009.[150]

In July 2009, Beyoncé gave a concert at the Staples Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles where American actor Tom Cruise[image: External link] danced with her and her dancers as they performed the dance routine of "Single Ladies".[151] At the MTV Video Music Awards on September 13, 2009, Beyoncé performed "Single Ladies" backed by "an army of single ladies" on stage.[152] In a poll conducted by Billboard magazine, the performance was ranked as the seventh best in the history of MTV Video Music Awards. A critic wrote in the magazine: "The world gave a collective 'whoa' when Beyonce unleashed her 'Single Ladies' video, but to see those dance moves come to life at the 2009 VMAs was beyond eye-popping."[153] Erika Ramirez of the same publication placed the performance at number two on her list of Beyoncé's five biggest TV performances.[154] "Single Ladies" was included on the set lists[image: External link] of Beyoncé's I Am... Yours concerts and her I Am... World Tour[image: External link]. The song was subsequently included on Beyoncé's live albums I Am... Yours: An Intimate Performance at Wynn Las Vegas (2009)[155] and I Am... World Tour (2010).[156] "Single Ladies" was later performed by Beyoncé in a pink fringe dress at a concert at Palais Nikaia[image: External link] in Nice, France, on June 20, 2011,[157] and at the Glastonbury Festival on June 26, 2011, in front of more than 175,000 spectators.[158] On July 1, 2011, Beyoncé gave a free concert on Good Morning America as part of its Summer Concert Series, which included "Single Ladies".[159][160] Backed by her all-female band and her backing singers The Mamas, Beyoncé performed "Single Ladies" in front of 3,500 people during the 4 Intimate Nights with Beyoncé revue at the Roseland Ballroom in New York, in August 2011.[161][162] In May, 2012, Beyoncé performed the song during her Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live revue at Revel Atlantic City, a hotel.[163][164] Ben Ratliff of The New York Times mentioned "Single Ladies" in the "almost continuous high point" of the concert.[165] Rebecca Thomas of MTV News wrote that Beyoncé's dancing during "Single Ladies" reflected the female empowerment theme of the song.[166] On February 3, 2013, Beyoncé performed the song along with her former bandmates from Destiny's Child during the Super Bowl XLVII[image: External link] halftime show.[167] The song was added to the set list of her Mrs. Carter Show World Tour (2013).[168] Beyoncé's performed "Single Ladies" at The Sound of Change Live concert on June 1, 2013 at Twickenham Stadium[image: External link], London as part of the Chime for Change movement.[169]
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 Cultural impact




"Single Ladies" gained widespread popularity for its catchy hook and theme of female empowerment.[34][37] Critics have compared the song to Aretha Franklin[image: External link]'s " Respect[image: External link]" and Gloria Gaynor[image: External link]'s "I Will Survive[image: External link]", prompted by their lyrics, which all promote female empowerment.[37] The music video achieved fame for its intricate choreography[170] and its deployment of jazz hands with a wrist twist.[30] It has been credited with starting the "first major dance craze of both the new millennium and the Internet",[37] triggering a number of parodies of the dance choreography.[3][171] Billy Johnson of Yahoo! Music wrote that the video of "Single Ladies" was the top music-related viral hit of 2009.[39] MTV News' James Montgomery wrote that "it appears like [the music video] was custom-made for the YouTube generation, which probably explains why making homages became a worldwide phenomenon."[112] The video generated interest in J-Setting, the dance form that choreographer JaQuel Knight highlights in the video, and Beyoncé is credited with bringing the dance style to the mainstream.[40]

In a radio interview on NPR's All Things Considered[image: External link], Knight shared his excitement that the popular video made people want to learn to dance.[121] Trish Crawford from the Toronto Star observed how it has appealed to all age groups and genders, in contrast with the short-lived dance craze inspired by Soulja Boy[image: External link] two years before, which she considered "mainly a male hip-hop dance".[37] Crawford mentioned, "Toddlers have tackled [the 'Single Ladies' dance]. [So have] recreation centre dance classes, sorority sisters in their dorm rooms, suburban teenagers in their basements and high school cheerleaders."[37] In February 2009, Columbia Records announced the launch of a "Single Ladies" Dance Video Contest. Fans aged eighteen and older were invited to adhere precisely to the dance routine performed by Beyoncé and her two dancers in the original production.[172] The winning video was included in her live album, I Am... World Tour.[156]
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 Parodies and homages




"Single Ladies" was first parodied in the November 15, 2008, episode of SNL, which featured Beyoncé.[173] She was initially reluctant to participate in the segment but agreed to after a visit from Timberlake in her dressing room.[143] Beyoncé's choreographer, Frank Gatson Jr., expressed mixed emotions at the result, saying: "I was upset because I know that Justin's a great dancer and if he learned the choreography, he could do it really well... If they're making parodies [of our work] just like they make parodies of politicians and presidents, that means it must be big time. So in that respect, I have to take my hat off to them for doing it."[174] Later, Joe Jonas[image: External link] of the pop rock[image: External link] band Jonas Brothers[image: External link] posted a video on their YouTube account where he imitated the dance in a black leotard and heels.[175] Irish pop duo Jedward[image: External link] parodied Beyoncé's dance moves for the video of their cover version of "All the Small Things[image: External link]".[176] In London, one hundred dancers wearing leotards similar to the one worn by Beyoncé performed the choreography on April 20, 2009, to promote Trident Unwrapped[image: External link] gum.[177] On November 20, 2009, BBC Newsreaders[image: External link] including Fiona Bruce[image: External link], Sophie Raworth[image: External link], Kate Silverton[image: External link], and Susanna Reid[image: External link] performed "Single Ladies" in black military-style uniforms.[178] They were later joined onstage by their male newsreader colleagues Bill Turnbull[image: External link], Ben Brown[image: External link], Nicholas Owen[image: External link], and Charlie Stayt[image: External link] before taking on Diversity, winners of the third series of Britain's Got Talent[image: External link], in a dance-off.[178] They performed the choreography to raise funds for the UK campaign, Children In Need[image: External link].[178]

The music video inspired a legion of amateur imitators to post videos of themselves performing the choreography on YouTube.[3][170] One of the most viewed viral videos[image: External link] is that of Shane Mercado, who appeared on The Bonnie Hunt Show[image: External link] in bikini bottoms to perform the choreography. His subsequent meeting with Beyoncé became a media event.[179] Beyoncé has acknowledged the popularity of the videos on YouTube; during her concert tour, excerpts from many of the YouTube videos were played in the background while Beyoncé was performing the song.[40] Cubby, who is an on air personality for Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]'s 96.1 The Beat AM[image: External link], based his parody on the SNL one.[179] His video lead to a meet and greet with Beyoncé and eventually, an opportunity to join her on stage at a show stop in Atlanta[image: External link] during her I Am... World Tour.[179] Many videos featuring babies of different ages, imitating the dance choreography of "Single Ladies", have been uploaded on YouTube.[180] A video showing Cory Elliott, a baby boy from New Zealand, performing the dance while watching Beyoncé on television, gained significant coverage from several media outlets.[181] Time magazine's critic Dan Fletcher ranked it as the fourth best viral video of 2009 and wrote, "Young children love songs with good rhythm and repetition, and 'Single Ladies' certainly has both."[181] However, when a video of seven-year-old girls performing choreography from "Single Ladies" at a dance competition in Los Angeles went viral on YouTube, it created a controversy and sparked outrage from many viewers, who felt the girls were sexualized by the suggestive dance moves.[182]

In a video filmed by singer John Legend, US President Barack Obama[image: External link] appears with his wife Michelle performing part of the "Single Ladies" routine.[183] He also briefly performed the hand-twirl move from the song's video at the Obama Inaugural Celebration.[173] This video prompted an Obama look-alike, Iman Crosson[image: External link], to do his own version of the "Single Ladies" choreography.[184] Several other well-known personalities, including American environmentalist and politician Joe Nation[image: External link] and American actor Tom Hanks[image: External link], have performed the dance.[185] In the music video for "Dancin on Me[image: External link]" by DJ Webstar[image: External link] and Jim Jones[image: External link], three females are featured in the background, imitating the "Single Ladies" dance.[40] Wearing a black leotard and gold glove, Katy Brand[image: External link] performed the choreography with two backup female dancers for the final of BBC One[image: External link]'s Let's Dance for Comic Relief[image: External link] to raise money for the charity Comic Relief[image: External link] on March 12, 2010.[186] Jenna Ushkowitz[image: External link], Chris Colfer[image: External link] and Heather Morris[image: External link] did the "Single Ladies" dance as part of the Glee Live tour[image: External link] in June 2011.[187] The music minister at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link], thought it would be "an excellent idea" to attract interest in the church choir by using a remix of "Single Ladies" and having choir members dance to it. In the music video he made, the choir members sing, "All the singing ladies, all the singing fellas ... If you like the choir, then won't you come and sing in it." Cyndi Wilkerson, Music Ministry Assistant at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, uploaded the video to YouTube on August 29, 2011.[188] In April 2013, YouTube phenomenon Psy[image: External link] did the dance routine during a concert in Seoul while wearing a red leotard and red boots.[189] A television advert for the South African cellular service Vodacom[image: External link], used the song as a backdrop to an actor who was humorously mimicking Beyoncé's dancing, the advert quickly went viral and spawed several different variations.
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 Usage in media




"Single Ladies" has been used in various media including television shows, commercials and books. In the Best of 2009 issue of People magazine, Khloe[image: External link], Kim[image: External link], and Kourtney Kardashian[image: External link] were ranked at number nine on the magazine's list of "25 Most Intriguing People"; the photograph accompanying the article showed the three women in leotards mimicking the look from the "Single Ladies" video.[190] The song has been included in many television shows, including CSI: Miami[image: External link],[191] Cougar Town[image: External link],[192] and in two episodes in Glee[image: External link].[193][194] In the United Kingdom, the video for "Single Ladies" was used for a 2009 television commercial for the new Doner kebab[image: External link] flavored Pot Noodle[image: External link].[179] In other media, issue 33 of comic book series The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] features a scene in which Wonder Woman[image: External link], Zatanna[image: External link], and Barbara Gordon[image: External link] sing a karaoke version of the song while at a club.[195] A mash-up[image: External link] video of the theme of "Single Ladies" and The Andy Griffith Show[image: External link] circulated on the Internet in early 2010. It was produced by Party Ben[image: External link] at the end of 2008.[196] In July 2010, the line "Put a Ring on It" was used by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS[image: External link] as the tagline for a female condom public awareness campaign in the US.[197] The song appears in the Marvel Studios[image: External link] film Doctor Strange[image: External link]. The song will be featured in the 2016 rhythm game Just Dance 2017[image: External link].
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 Cover versions




Singers and bands of various genres have covered the song in their own style. Scottish band Marmaduke Duke[image: External link] performed a cover version in April 2009 on BBC Radio 1[image: External link]'s Live Lounge[image: External link] show.[198] In October 2009, it was released on Radio 1's Live Lounge – Volume 4[image: External link], a compilation of Live Lounge recordings.[199] Australian singer Stan Walker[image: External link] sang a jazzier version of the song on the seventh series[image: External link] of Australian Idol[image: External link] in October 2009.[200] The same year, elementary school group PS22 chorus[image: External link] covered "Single Ladies" and "Halo" (2009) during Billboard's annual Women In Music luncheon held at The Pierre[image: External link] in New York City.[201] In her short-lived Broadway revue "All About Me" in March 2010, Dame Edna Everage[image: External link] performed a version of the song with backup dancers Gregory Butler and Jon-Paul Mateo.[202] It was also covered by Jeff Tweedy[image: External link][203] and British singer-songwriter Alan Pownall[image: External link].[204] According to Simon Vozick-Levinson of Entertainment Weekly, Tweedy sang only a few bars; he gave "Single Ladies" an acoustic[image: External link] feel and recited the rest of the song's lyrics. He performed the hand movements that Beyoncé and her dancers do in the song's video.[203] Pomplamoose[image: External link], an American indie music[image: External link] duo consisting of Jack Conte and Nataly Dawn, recorded a cover of "Single Ladies" on video, which makes use of split screens to show Dawn on vocals and Conte playing the instruments.[205] Inspired by the avant-garde[image: External link] Dogme 95[image: External link] movement in cinema, Conte began to record songs on video as a quick way to create "organic and raw" music.[205] They chose "Single Ladies" as they believed that it would help them grow their audience.[205]

During a concert at New York's Madison Square Garden[image: External link], Prince performed a mash-up of his 1984 songs "Pop Life[image: External link]" and "I Would Die 4 U[image: External link]", incorporating a sample[image: External link] of "Single Ladies".[206] During her tour in Melbourne, Australia, on August 13, 2010, Katy Perry[image: External link] performed "Single Ladies" and attempted to emulate the choreography.[207] English composer of classical music[image: External link] Mark-Anthony Turnage[image: External link] composed a setting of the song which he titled "Hammered Out".[208] Describing it as his "most R&B work to date",[208] Turnage told Tim Rutherford-Johnson of The Guardian that he was motivated to put the "Single Ladies" reference in his work by his young son, a fan of the song.[208] The piece premiered at the BBC Proms[image: External link] on August 27, 2010.[208] Sara Bareilles[image: External link] covered the song as part of Billboard's "Mashup Mondays" and performed it as part of her set list on the 2010 Lilith Fair Tour[image: External link].[209] As stated by a critic writing for the magazine, Bareilles put "a piano-pop" twist on "Single Ladies" and turned it "into a slow, jazzy track, complete with creeping bassline and vocal harmonies".[209] American rock band A Rocket to the Moon[image: External link] covered "Single Ladies" and placed it on their EP, The Rainy Day Sessions, which was released in October 2010.[210]

On September 26, 2010, Kharizma sang their version of the song on the second series[image: External link] of The X Factor Australia[image: External link],[211] and on May 31, 2011, Matthew Raymond-Barker[image: External link] sang the song live on the seventh prime of the second series of the X Factor France[image: External link].[212] During the finale of the tenth season[image: External link] of American Idol[image: External link] on May 25, 2011, the lady contestants joined together onstage to perform "Single Ladies" and attempted the dance moves from the song's video.[213] "Single Ladies" was covered by The Chipettes[image: External link] in the film Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel[image: External link] and is on the film's soundtrack[image: External link].[214] Their three-part harmonies were all sung by Janice Karman[image: External link], who recorded all parts, which were then layered and pitched up.[215] The Chipettes[image: External link] attempted the Bob Fosse[image: External link]-styled choreography.[215] Billy Johnson of Yahoo! Music commented that for the first time the movie includes a performance he wanted to watch, and concluded, "this is definitely one of the best 'Single Ladies' parodies. It is worth it just to see the squirrels singing."[215] The film Sex and the City 2[image: External link] features a performance of the song by American singer and actress Liza Minnelli[image: External link].[216] On October 18, 2011, Young Men Society[image: External link] sang "Single Ladies" on the third series[image: External link] of The X Factor Australia,[217] and on June 30, 2014, Holly Tapp sang the song on the third series[image: External link] of The Voice Australia[image: External link].[218]
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 Formats and track listings







	

	
Australia, Germany and New Zealand CD single and download[14][15][16]





	"If I Were a Boy" – 4:08

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" – 3:13




	
US dance remixes[17]





	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (Dave Audé[image: External link] Club Remix) – 8:20

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (Karmatronic Club Remix) – 5:54

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (RedTop Club Remix) – 6:52

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (DJ Escape & Tony Coluccio Club Remix) – 6:54

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (Lost Daze Dating Service Club Remix) – 6:47

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (Craig C's Master Blaster Club Remix) – 8:19




	

	
UK CD single[219]





	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" – 3:13

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (RedTop Remix Radio Edit) – 3:33




	
UK and Europe remixes download[20][220][221]





	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (Redtop Remix – Dance Remix) – 3:33

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (My Digital Enemy Remix) – 6:38

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (Olli Collins & Fred Portelli Remix) – 7:40

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (Dave Audé Remix Club Version) – 8:20

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (The Japanese Popstars Remix) – 7:46

	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" – 3:13
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 Credits and personnel




Credits adapted from I Am... Sasha Fierce album liner notes.[2]




	

	Jim Caruana – vocal tracks recorded by[image: External link]


	
Thaddis "Kuk" Harrell – music recorded by, songwriter

	
Jaycen Joshua[image: External link] – audio mixer[image: External link]


	
Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link] – vocals performed by, vocal producer, music producer, songwriter

	
Dave Pensado[image: External link] – audio mixer




	

	
Terius "The-Dream" Nash – music producer, songwriter

	
Christopher "Tricky" Stewart[image: External link] –music producer, songwriter

	Brian "B-LUV" Thomas – music recorded by

	Randy Urbanski – audio mixing assistant

	Andrew Wuepper – audio mixing assistant
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 Charts
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2008–2013)
	Peak

position



	
Australian Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	5



	
Australian Urban Singles Chart[image: External link][222]

	2



	
Belgian Singles Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[107]

	11



	
Belgian Singles Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[107]

	34



	Brazil Billboard[image: External link] Hot 100[image: External link][223]

	1



	Bulgarian Airplay Chart[224]

	5



	
Canadian Hot 100[image: External link][99]

	2



	
Czech Airplay Chart[225]

	13



	
Danish Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	21



	
Dutch Top 40[image: External link][226]

	8



	
European Hot 100 Singles[image: External link][110]

	20



	
French Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	68



	
German Singles Chart[image: External link][227][A]

	3



	
French Digital Singles Chart[image: External link][228]

	43



	
Hungarian Airplay Chart[image: External link][111]

	14



	
Irish Singles Chart[image: External link][229]

	4



	
Israeli Singles Chart[image: External link][230]

	2



	
Italian Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	10



	
Japan Hot 100[image: External link][106]

	25



	
New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	2



	
Norwegian Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	19



	
Slovak Airplay Chart[231]

	20



	
South Korean Gaon Singles Chart[image: External link][232]

	75



	
Spanish Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	10



	
Swedish Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	40



	
Swiss Singles Chart[image: External link][107]

	40



	
UK Singles Chart[image: External link][101]

	7



	
UK R&B Chart[image: External link][103]

	1



	US Billboard Hot 100[88]

	1



	US Adult R&B Songs[image: External link] (Billboard)[233]

	21



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs[92]

	1



	US Hot Dance Club Play[image: External link][94]

	1



	US Pop 100[image: External link][95]

	2



	US Pop Songs[image: External link][234]

	1



	US Rhythmic Top 40[image: External link][95]

	2





	
A^ Double A-side with "If I Were A Boy[image: External link]".
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2008)
	Position



	Australian Singles Chart[235]

	74



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[235]

	22



	German Singles Chart[236][A]

	71



	UK Singles Chart[237]

	175



	US Hot R&B/Hip Hop Songs[238]

	75



	Chart (2009)
	Position



	Australian Singles Chart[239]

	14



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[239]

	6



	Belgian Singles Chart (Flanders)[240]

	59



	Canadian Hot 100[241]

	19



	Dutch Top 40[242]

	43



	German Singles Chart[243][A]

	46



	Hungarian Airplay Chart[244]

	73



	Irish Singles Chart[245]

	17



	
New Zealand Singles Chart[image: External link][246]

	31



	Spanish Singles Chart[247]

	38



	Swedish Singles Chart[248]

	95



	UK Singles Chart[249]

	34



	
US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link][250]

	8



	US Hot 100 Airplay[251]

	11



	US Hot Digital Songs[252]

	6



	US Hot Dance Club Play Songs[253]

	30



	US Hot R&B/Hip Hop Songs[254]

	6



	US Hot Ringtones[255]

	31



	US Rhythmic Songs[256]

	22



	World (IFPI Top Selling Digital Songs)[1]

	7



	Chart (2010)
	Position



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[257]

	29



	South Korea Gaon International Chart[258]

	21



	UK Singles Chart[259]

	172



	Chart (2011)
	Position



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Flanders)[260]

	44



	Chart (2012)
	Position



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Flanders)[261]

	72



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Wallonia)[262]

	75



	Chart (2013)
	Position



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[263]

	41



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Flanders)[264]

	34



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Wallonia)[265]

	48



	Chart (2014)
	Position



	Australian Urban Singles Chart[266]

	48



	Belgian Catalog Singles Chart (Flanders)[267]

	69
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 Decade-end charts






	Charts (2000–09)
	Position



	Australian Singles Chart[268]

	39



	US Billboard Hot 100[269]

	99



	US Hot R&B/Hip Hop Songs[270]

	16
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[108]

	5× Platinum
	350,000^




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[271]

	2× Platinum
	160,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[272]

	Gold
	15,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[273]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Mexico ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[274]

	Gold
	30,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[109]

	Platinum
	15,000



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[275]

	Platinum
	40,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[276]

	Platinum
	841,000[277]




	United States (RIAA)[278]

	4× Platinum
	5,000,000[97]




	Mastertone



	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[271]

	Platinum
	40,000^




	United States (RIAA)[278]

	Platinum
	1,000,000^




	Music video



	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[271]

	Platinum
	10,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release and radio history






	Country
	Date
	Format
	Label(s)



	United States
	October 13, 2008
	Rhythmic contemporary[image: External link] airplay[11]
	


	Columbia Records

	Music World Entertainment[image: External link]









	Urban contemporary[image: External link] airplay[12]



	Australia[14]
	November 7, 2008
	


	CD single[image: External link]

	digital download[image: External link]






	Sony BMG[image: External link]



	New Zealand[15]



	Germany[16]



	United States[17]
	February 10, 2009
	Dance remixes[image: External link] download
	


	Columbia Records

	Music World Entertainment









	Austria[279]
	February 16, 2009
	Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]



	Belgium[220]



	Canada[280]



	Denmark[281]



	Finland[282]



	France[283]



	Ireland[284]



	Italy[285]



	Mexico[286]



	Netherlands[287]



	Norway[288]



	Portugal[289]



	Spain[290]



	Sweden[18]



	Switzerland[291]



	United Kingdom[20][292]
	


	Columbia Records

	Music World Entertainment









	United Kingdom[21]
	CD single
	RCA Records[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of best-selling singles

	List of best-selling singles in the United States[image: External link]

	List of number-one R&B singles of 2008 (U.S.)[image: External link]

	List of number-one R&B singles of 2009 (U.S.)[image: External link]

	List of singles which have spent the most weeks on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link]
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4 (Beyoncé album)





4 is the fourth studio album by American singer Beyoncé, released on June 24, 2011, by Parkwood Entertainment and Columbia Records. Following a career hiatus that reignited her creativity, Beyoncé was inspired to create a record with a basis in traditional rhythm and blues[image: External link] that stood apart from contemporary popular music. Her collaborations with songwriters and record producers The-Dream, Tricky Stewart, and Shea Taylor[image: External link] produced a mellower tone, developing diverse vocal styles and influences from funk, hip hop, and soul.

Severing professional ties with father and manager Mathew Knowles[image: External link], Beyoncé eschewed the music of her previous releases in favor of an intimate, personal album. 4's lyrics emphasize monogamy, female empowerment and self-reflection, a result of Beyoncé considering a maturer message to contend artistic credibility. The album received generally positive reviews by music critics; several publications included it on their year-end lists.

In May 2011, Beyoncé submitted seventy-two songs to Columbia Records for consideration, twelve songs of which appeared on the standard edition. 4 was promoted in mid-2011 by television performances and festival appearances, such as Beyoncé's headlining Glastonbury Festival set. It was her fourth consecutive album to debut at number one on the US Billboard 200, and it also reached number one in Brazil, France, Ireland, South Korea, Spain, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 4 spawned the international singles "Run the World (Girls)", "Best Thing I Never Had", "Party", "Love on Top" and "Countdown"[note 1]. "Love on Top" won the Grammy Award for Best Traditional R&B Performance at the 55th annual ceremony. As of December 2015, 4 has sold 1.5 million copies in the United States.
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Following the release of her third album I Am... Sasha Fierce (2008) and a world tour, Beyoncé took a career hiatus in 2010 "to live life [and] to be inspired by things again".[3] During her hiatus, she "killed" Sasha Fierce, the alter-ego used in her previous album, as she felt she could now merge her two personalities.[4] She severed professional ties with father and manager Mathew Knowles[image: External link], who had guided her career since the 1990s with Destiny's Child,[5] noting that the decision made her feel vulnerable.[6]

In an interview for Complex, Beyoncé expressed dissatisfaction with contemporary radio.[7] She intended 4 to help change that status, commenting, "Figuring out a way to get R&B back on the radio is challenging ... With 4, I tried to mix R&B from the '70s and the '90s with rock 'n' roll[image: External link] and a lot of horns to create something new and exciting. I wanted musical changes, bridges[image: External link], vibrata[image: External link], live instrumentation and classic songwriting."[7] On her website she wrote, "The album is definitely an evolution. It's bolder than the music on my previous albums because I'm bolder. The more mature I become and the more life experiences I have, the more I have to talk about. I really focused on songs being classics, songs that would last, songs that I could sing when I'm 40 and when I'm 60."[8] Beyoncé also sought to make more artistic music, rather than purely commercially oriented songs.[9]

Although much of 4's inspiration came from "touring, travelling, watching rock bands and attending festivals",[11] the album's early musical direction was influenced by Nigerian Afrobeat[image: External link] musician Fela Kuti[image: External link], whose passion for music motivated Beyoncé. She worked with the band from Fela![image: External link], the Broadway[image: External link] musical based on Kuti's life.[10] DJ Swivel[image: External link], one of 4's engineers, later described how Kuti's use of percussion and horns influenced the track "End of Time".[12] In 2015, The-Dream revealed that he and Beyoncé had composed a whole album based on Kuti's music, although this was scrapped in favor of creating 4, therefore explaining how "End of Time" became so heavily influenced.[13]

She also found additional influences in Earth, Wind & Fire, The Stylistics[image: External link], Lauryn Hill, Stevie Wonder[image: External link], and Michael Jackson.[14][15] She used hip hop for a "broader sound" and looked to bring soul singing back, stating, "I used a lot of the brassiness and grittiness in my voice that people hear in my live performances, but not necessarily on my records."[14]
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I said I'm going to take a risk and I'm going to bring R&B music back and I'm going to add bridges to songs and chord changes. I'm going to sing about love and do the opposite of what I thought I was going to do. I'm not going to try to be cool, forget being cool, I'm going to be honest, I'm going to be sad, I'm going to be passionate, I'm going to be vulnerable, I'm going to sing from my heart.





Beyoncé, Life Is But a Dream, 2013[16]


Three months into her hiatus in March 2010, Beyoncé began recording at Jay-Z[image: External link]'s Roc the Mic Studios in New York City[image: External link].[6][17] One song—"Party"—was recorded because she wanted to see what working relationship would develop with engineer DJ Swivel[image: External link].[17] Kanye West assisted the production of "Party" after Beyoncé was impressed by his work on My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy[image: External link] (2010).[7] André 3000, the only featured artist on 4, contributed a rap verse to the song, which he recorded in Georgia, US.[18]

Six weeks later, in May 2010, she asked Swivel to work on the entire project.[12] Concerning his working relationship with Beyoncé, he commented, "There was no 'We're doing this today.' It was a very kind of open project, where whatever she felt like recording at that time was what we'd work on. It was based on how she felt, her mood, and also her listening to the demos that writers would give us."[12] With Swivel, she experimented with horns, drums, guitars and percussion instruments.[17] Mostly inspired by the Fela![image: External link] sessions, Swivel began to formulate beats using their own recordings and those from Fela![17] The project was moved to KMA Studios for a week and a half because Roc the Mic was not large enough. There they began recording "I Care", "Best Thing I Never Had" and "Rather Die Young[image: External link]", and completed "Party". They recorded the songs "Schoolin' Life[image: External link]", " 1+1[image: External link]" and "Start Over[image: External link]" at Jungle City Studios[image: External link] in New York.[18]

MSR Studios[image: External link] was the final New York City-based studio used, and where most of 4 was recorded—only "Party" and "I Was Here" were recorded entirely at other studios.[17][18] At MSR, Beyoncé emphasized the use of live instruments[image: External link] on songs such as "I Care" and "End of Time".[12][18] Consequently, most of the instruments, including drums, keyboards, guitar and bass work, were recorded there and performed by Jeff Bhasker and Shea Taylor[image: External link].[17][18] Beyoncé asked Frank Ocean[image: External link] to write and record "I Miss You[image: External link]" at MSR, saying to Complex, "[Jay-Z] had a CD playing in the car one Sunday when we were driving to Brooklyn. I noticed his tone, his arrangements, and his storytelling. I immediately reached out to him—literally the next morning. I asked him to fly to New York and work on my record."[7]

After listening to each song, Beyoncé would often request the addition of specific instruments, leaving her production team to make the sounds cohesive.[12] Her vocals were recorded through an Avalon Design 737 preamp and compressed in a 1176 Peak Limiter[image: External link] with a 4:1 ratio.[12] After recording the lead vocals for a track, Swivel cut them in different ways and he and Beyoncé picked the best, then recording the backing vocals.[17] Beyoncé composed her own vocal arrangements[image: External link] and harmonies[image: External link] for each song. Her microphones were carefully placed to achieve a blend of sounds with a clear quality.[17] Swivel spoke of her work ethic in an interview for Sound on Sound:


She's so fast and good at what she does that you can't afford to waste time on anything, so if we’re ready to record drums, for example, we’re going to work with whatever we have available right there and then. That's why we worked in such great studios, because we know they have great gear, and we don't need to worry about renting gear. Part of my job as an engineer is to make sure the sessions are not only moving along, but moving along at her pace.[17]



After the move to MSR, Beyoncé and her production team began travelling.[12] In the United Kingdom, they worked at Peter Gabriel[image: External link]'s Real World Studios[image: External link] in Wiltshire—particularly using Gabriel's multi-instrument room—to create "Love on Top".[12][18] Soon after, Beyoncé joined Jay-Z in a Sydney mansion, as he was working on his collaboration album Watch the Throne[image: External link] (2011) with Kanye West. There they created a "primitive studio" using a microphone, a rig out and Pro Tools[image: External link] software to record.[12] Sessions were also held in Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Atlanta and Honolulu.[18]

In February 2011, MTV reported the project was nearing completion.[19] 4 was mixed[image: External link] mostly at MixStar Studios in Virginia and mastered[image: External link] at Sterling Sound in New York City.[18] The audio mastering was delayed by a week following the unexpected recording of "I Was Here". Diane Warren had played the song to Jay-Z during a telephone conversation, leading him to put Warren and Beyoncé in contact.[20] In May 2011, Beyoncé submitted seventy-two songs in preparation for the album's release.[21] According to Swivel, an eclectic range of songs were recorded, including ballads, "weird ethereal things" and 1990's R&B and Afrobeat-inspired songs.[12] Columbia Records were reportedly overwhelmed with the "sheer volume of material she presented to them".[22]
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The final cut of 4 comprises twelve tracks on the standard edition and eighteen on the deluxe edition—three of which are remixes of "Run the World (Girls)".[18] Critics viewed 4 as a major departure from Beyoncé's previous catalogue, with a distinctive mellower sound.[23][24] The album consists mostly of mid-tempo R&B songs,[24] with 1970s funk, 1980s pop and 1990s soul influences.[23] The second half was more eclectic, exploring a variety of genres including hard rock[image: External link], reggae[image: External link] and adult contemporary[image: External link].[25] The Guardian complimented the album's divergence from the "layering [of] Euro[image: External link]- synths[image: External link] on pop-step woomphs" that characterize the music of Beyoncé's contemporaries.[23]

The balladry of the first half of 4 combines diverse vocal styles with the use of live instrumentation. "1+1" demonstrates Beyoncé's vocal-flexing[23] over "magnificent guitar bombast"[26] and a soft backing beat,[27] while "Start Over", a mid tempo R&B ballad, uses a futuristic beat with electric elements and synthesizers.[28][29] "I Miss You", with its "layers of atmospheric keyboards[image: External link]",[30] ambient synthesizers[31] and tinny 808 drums[32] was sung in a half-whisper[33] to exhibit intense emotion.[26] "I Was Here", an understated pop-R&B ballad with indie rock inflections,[34][35] primarily concerns self-reflection with dramatic vocals.[36]

On other songs, Beyoncé explores womanhood. "Best Thing I Never Had", 4's fourth track, was described as a moment of self-realization and a "female call to arms".[27] With vocals that allude to a "wounded bird turned resilient lioness",[27] the song is built on a "winkly piano riff and beefy bass drums".[26][37] "Dance for You[image: External link]" conveys a more sexual tone through breathy vocals and blaring electric guitars.[36] It forgoes her typical empowerment themes in favor of sensual imagery and comfort with one's partner.[36] "Run the World (Girls)", a female empowerment anthem reminiscent of Beyoncé's more contemporary work on I Am... Sasha Fierce,[23] uses an energetic sample of Major Lazer[image: External link]'s "Pon de Floor[image: External link]".[26] The song incorporates "layered melodics", most prominently a military marching drumbeat, while Beyoncé's near-chanted delivery encompasses her full vocal range.[38]

The tracks "Countdown" and "End of Time" were distinguished by their musical and lyrical experimentalism. "Countdown" was described as "everywhere on the genre map",[27] although predominantly dancehall[image: External link]-led with a "bristling brass arrangement".[25] Its chorus describes a relationship by counting backwards from ten,[27] using a sample from Boyz II Men's "Uhh Ahh[image: External link]".[29] "End of Time"'s pulsating, brass sound[23]—reminiscent of a marching-band[27]—was heavily influenced by Afrobeat musician Fela Kuti.[12] Kuti's use of horns and percussion instruments was recreated and combined with elements of electronic music[image: External link] and synthesizers.[12] "Lay Up Under Me[image: External link]" is also built on retro horns, featuring upbeat vocals,[36] a sound Ryan Dombal of Pitchfork associated with Michael Jackson's 1979 album Off the Wall[image: External link].[40]

Other tracks were noted for their retro stylization. "Rather Die Young" is a throwback to 1960s doo-wop[image: External link][27] and Philadelphia soul[image: External link],[41] with a slow tempo and modern drums.[30][36] "Party" achieves a vintage aesthetic through minimalistic production,[24] replete with heavy synthesizers and a 1980s smooth-funk groove.[30] The song is unique for its conversation-like structure, in which Beyoncé and guest-vocalist André 3000 sing verses that allude to socialization at parties.[24] Elements of Prince's style was found on "Schoolin' Life" and "I Care".[23][27][36] "Schoolin' Life" is an uptempo funk song, with lyrics that advise the listener to live life to the fullest while cautioning them about the consequences of excess.[36] The chorus of "I Care" was compared to "Purple Rain[image: External link]", with themes of sadness and resentment, the song uses soft background vocals and dense percussion.[30] "Love on Top" was noted for its energetic key changes with a joyful tone, evoking the work of Michael and Janet Jackson.[24] Its retro sound is marked by a melding of horns[image: External link] as well as sweet backing harmonies that are most prominent on its bridge and chorus.[42][43]
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 Release and artwork




On May 18, 2011, 4's release date in the United States[image: External link] was confirmed on to be June 28.[44] On June 7, the album was leaked[image: External link] onto the Internet in full; Beyoncé's legal representatives issued warnings to infringing websites and leaked tracks were soon removed from such sites.[45] On June 9, Beyoncé responded to the leak through Facebook, commenting, "My music was leaked and while this is not how I wanted to present my new songs, I appreciate the positive response from my fans. When I record music I always think about my fans singing every note and dancing to every beat. I make music to make people happy and I appreciate that everyone has been so anxious to hear my new songs."[46] Following the leak, reports circulated that Columbia Records executives hoped to cover their assets in fear that the album may be a commercial failure. Rumors had suggested that the label requested from Beyoncé to make changes to the record and reunite Destiny's Child, claims Columbia denied.[47] In August 2013, NME reported that Sony Music[image: External link] were suing a forty-seven-year-old man from Gothenburg for US$233,000 concerning the leak of 4.[48] The deluxe version was released simultaneously with the standard edition in several countries. In the United States, it was available exclusively through Target[image: External link] stores.[49]

In an interview for Billboard, Beyoncé stated that despite having another concept for the album, she was ultimately influenced by her fans[image: External link] to name the album 4. She described the number four as being "special" to her, as her and Jay-Z's birthday, several other family and friends' birthdays, and her wedding anniversary fall on the fourth day of the month.[10][50] The cover of the standard edition was revealed on Beyoncé's website on May 18, 2011.[51] Shot on the rooftop of the Hôtel Meurice[image: External link] in Paris[image: External link],[52] Beyoncé is looking into the distance with her arms raised over her head, wearing smokey eye makeup, thick gold cuffs and a fox-fur stole by cult French designer Alexandre Vauthier, embellished with Swarovski crystals[image: External link] by the Lesage[image: External link] embroidery house.[51][53] The cover of the deluxe version was shown on June 16, where Beyoncé is dressed in a tight-fitting blue-purple dress by French designer Maxime Simoens,[53] holding her hands in her hair.[54] For its artwork, she opted for clothing made by lesser-known designers.[53] The promotional and interior-package images for 4 were shot at the same time.[52]
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 Promotion




Beyoncé made several appearances on television and in live shows to promote 4. She performed "Run the World (Girls)" for the first time on May 17, 2011, on Surprise Oprah! A Farewell Spectacular at the United Center[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link].[55] She also performed the song at the 2011 Billboard Music Awards.[56] On May 25, "1+1" was made available for download through the iTunes Store in the United States.[57] The same day, "1+1" was performed at the American Idol[image: External link] final;[58] she introduced it as her favorite song.[58] In June, she performed at the Palais Nikaia[image: External link] in Nice, Zénith de Lille[image: External link], and the Galaxie[image: External link] in Amnéville[image: External link].[59] On June 26, Beyoncé was the closing act at the Glastonbury Festival 2011 in the United Kingdom. She was the first solo female artist to headline the Pyramid stage at the Glastonbury Festival in more than twenty years.[60] A pre-taped performance of "Best Thing I Never Had" and "End of Time" at the Glastonbury Festival was broadcast during the 2011 BET Awards[image: External link].[61] The following day, Beyoncé's exclusive hour-long interview with Piers Morgan[image: External link] in London was broadcast on Piers Morgan Tonight[image: External link].[62] She also appeared on the finale of France's The X Factor[image: External link] to perform "Run the World" and "Best Thing I Never Had".[63] An MTV television special, Beyoncé: Year of 4, premiered on June 30, documenting Beyoncé's life during 4's production.[64]

On July 1, Beyoncé appeared on Good Morning America as part of its "Summer Concert Series" in New York City[image: External link].[65] She also projected images from 4 on a number of London's landmarks, including Madame Tussauds[image: External link] and Battersea Power Station[image: External link].[66] She then traveled to Scotland[image: External link] to perform at the T in the Park[image: External link] Festival on July 10, 2011.[67] The next day, she performed at the Oxegen Festival[image: External link] in Ireland.[68] On July 28, 2011, Beyoncé performed "1+1" and "Best Thing I Never Had" on The View[image: External link];[69] the latter was also performed on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] the same day.[70] From August 16–19, Beyoncé held the 4 Intimate Nights with Beyoncé concerts at the Roseland Ballroom to a standing room only audience.[71] Subsequently, the Live at Roseland: Elements of 4 DVD was released in November.[72] "Love on Top" was sung at the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] on August 28,[73] Beyoncé finished the performance by unbuttoning her blazer and rubbing her stomach to confirm her pregnancy.[74] A live performance of "Countdown" recorded in July was broadcast on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon in November.[75]
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 Singles




4 was Beyoncé' first album that yielded no number one singles in the United States, as no song from 4 reached the top ten on the Billboard Hot 100.[76]

"Run the World (Girls)" was released internationally as the lead single from 4 on April 21, 2011.[77] It reached number twenty-nine on the Billboard Hot 100 chart[78] and number eleven on the UK Singles Chart.[79]

"Best Thing I Never Had" followed on June 1, 2011.[80] It fared much better on national charts, reaching number sixteen in the United States,[78] number five in New Zealand[81] and number three in the United Kingdom.[79]

"Party" was released as an urban contemporary[image: External link] single in the US on August 30, 2011;[82] its remix, featuring J. Cole[image: External link], was released in the United States, Canada and some European countries on October 24, 2011.[83][84][85]

"Love on Top" was released in Australia as a contemporary hit radio[image: External link] single in September 2011;[86] it was released in Italy, Belgium and the United States later.[87][88][89] It topped the Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart for seven consecutive weeks.[90]

"Countdown" was released in the United States and parts of Europe, beginning October 4, 2011.[91]

"I Care" was released in Italy only on March 23. 2012.[1]

"End of Time" was released in the UK only on April 23, 2012.[92]
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 Critical reception




4 received positive reviews from music critics. At Metacritic, which assigns a weighted mean[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the album received an average score of 73, based on 36 reviews.[94] Michael Cragg of The Observer called it Beyoncé's "most accomplished album yet".[103] Slant Magazine's Eric Henderson believed 4 succeeds vocally as an album of mostly intimate and slow-tempo ballads.[100] Mikael Wood of Spin[image: External link] magazine applauded its ballads, mid-tempo songs, and evocations of late 1970s and early 1980s pop-soul[image: External link].[101] In his review for Rolling Stone, Jody Rosen wrote that Beyoncé eschews contemporary production styles for a more personal and idiosyncratic album.[25] Jon Caramanica of The New York Times viewed it as a good showcase for Beyoncé as a torch singer[image: External link], because she convincingly sings about heartbreak and the strong emotional effect of love.[28] Pitchfork Media[image: External link] critic Ryan Dombal found it easygoing, retro-informed, and engaging because it shows "one of the world's biggest stars exploring her talent in ways few could've predicted".[40] AllMusic's Andy Kellman said that the quality of Beyoncé's singing and the songwriting compensate for the assorted arrangement of the songs.[95] Uncut[image: External link] viewed it is an exceptional album in spite of occasionally trite lyrics.[102]

In a less enthusiastic review, Adam Markovitz of Entertainment Weekly said the first half of 4 is marred by boring ballads and the songwriting in general are not on-par with Beyoncé's vocal talent.[97] In his review for The Guardian, Alexis Petridis[image: External link] was ambivalent towards the album's 1980s influence and argued that, despite well written songs, it is not very consequential.[98] Time magazine's Claire Suddath said the songs lack lyrical substance, even though they are performed well.[104] Greg Kot[image: External link], writing in the Chicago Tribune[image: External link], called 4 inconsistent, short, and unfinished.[105] NME magazine's Hamish MacBain felt Beyoncé did not progress from her past work and that "even the OK bits here" sounded "uninspired".[99]
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 Accolades




4 was included on various publication's year-end lists. It was ranked as the best album of the year by The New Yorker,[106] and came in the runner-up spot on lists produced by Spin and Amazon.[107][108] The album was ranked within the top 10 by MSN, where it came in at number three,[109] The Guardian[image: External link] and MTV, which placed it at number four,[23][110] and the Chicago Sun-Times, which placed it at number six.[111] The BBC[image: External link] ranked it at number seven,[112] while The New York Times listed it as the 10th best album of the year.[113] The album had strong showings on other lists, where it was placed number 13 by Consequence of Sound[image: External link],[114] number 18 by Stereogum[image: External link],[115] number 25 by Rolling Stone,[116] number 39 by Spin[image: External link],[117] number 10 by Club Fonograma[image: External link],[118] number 34 by Pretty Much Amazing[119] and number 27 by Pitchfork[image: External link].[120] 4 was included in NPR's Top 50 Favorite Albums of 2011,[121] and was ranked at number 26 in the Pazz & Jop[image: External link]'s critics poll.[122] It was listed at 37 on Rolling Stone's Women Who Rock: 50 Greatest Albums of All Time.[123] Pitchfork Media ranked the album at 39 on their list of the Top 100 Best Albums of the decade thus far, Kyle Kramer wrote that 4 "avoided the trappings of safe, later-career bids, instead setting up the perfect platform for Beyoncé as the pop star, a queen for all the people."[124] The album was included on Consequence of Sound's list of The 10 Best Summer Albums of All Time with Kenneth Partridge writing that "whether she's hopelessly heartbroken or crazy in love, Queen Bey works damn hard to make you feel exactly what she's feeling".[125]

4 won R&B Album of the Year at the 2012 Billboard Music Awards[image: External link][126] and received nominations at the 2011 American Music Awards[image: External link],[127] the 2011 Soul Train Music Awards[image: External link],[128] the 38th People's Choice Awards[image: External link],[129] the 43rd NAACP Image Awards[130] and the 2012 Grammis[image: External link].[131] At the 55th Annual Grammy Awards, "Love on Top" won the Best Traditional R&B Performance Award.[132]
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 Commercial performance




On its first day of release, 4 sold around 20,000 copies in the United Kingdom.[133] According to the Official Charts Company data, this was more than the combined sales of its three nearest challengers: Adele's 19[image: External link] (2008) and 21[image: External link] (2011) and Lady Gaga's Born This Way[image: External link] (2011).[133] After a week of sales, 4 debuted atop the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] on July 4, 2011, with first-week sales of 89,211 copies,[134] staying there for a second week with sales of 44,929 copies.[135] By May 2013, it had sold 603,548 copies in the UK.[136] 4 opened at number two on the Australian ARIA Charts[image: External link], giving Beyoncé her highest chart debut there.[137] 4 debuted at number three on the Canadian Albums Chart[image: External link], selling 8,700 copies in its first week.[138] It debuted at number one in France, selling 12,393 copies in its first week.[139] According to the Japanese music charting site Oricon[image: External link], the album debuted at number ten, selling 18,984 copies for the week ending July 11, 2011.[140]

In the United States, 4 debuted at number 1 on the Billboard 200, with first-week sales of 310,000 copies.[141] This gave Beyoncé her fourth consecutive solo album to debut at number one on The Billboard album chart, making her the second female artist, after Britney Spears, and third artist overall, tied with Spears and DMX to have her first four studio albums debut atop the Billboard 200.[141] 4's first-week sales became Beyoncé's lowest sales start with a studio album to date.[141] Keith Caulfield of Billboard magazine noted that the album was not released during the festive season and that Beyoncé was so far lacking a hit single, which could help explain the album's softer entry.[141] It marks the third-largest sales week of the year, after the number one bows of Lady Gaga's Born This Way and Adele's 21.[141] 4 became the ninth numerically titled album to top the chart since 1956.[142] In its second week, the album remained at number one on the Billboard 200, despite a 63% sales decrease, selling 115,000 copies. It hence became the first album by Beyoncé to top the Billboard 200 albums chart for more than one week; an effort succeeded by her fifth album Beyoncé (2013) that remained there for three weeks.[143][144] On August 1, 2011, the album was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), having shipped 1 million copies to retail stores.[145] As of December 2015, it has reached sales of 1.5 million copies in the US.[146]
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	" 1+1[image: External link]"
	


	The-Dream

	Tricky Stewart

	Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]






	


	The-Dream

	Stewart

	Knowles






	4:33



	2.
	"I Care"
	


	Jeff Bhasker

	Chad Hugo[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Bhasker

	Knowles[a]






	3:59



	3.
	"I Miss You[image: External link]"
	


	Frank Ocean[image: External link]

	Shea Taylor[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Knowles

	Taylor






	2:59



	4.
	"Best Thing I Never Had"
	


	Babyface[image: External link]

	Antonio Dixon

	Knowles

	Patrick "J. Que" Smith[image: External link]

	Taylor

	Symbolyc One[image: External link]

	Caleb McCampbell






	


	Babyface

	Dixon

	Knowles

	Taylor

	S1 & Caleb






	4:13



	5.
	"Party" (featuring André 3000)
	


	Kanye West

	Bhasker

	Knowles

	Consequence[image: External link]

	Doug E. Fresh[image: External link]

	MC Ricky D[image: External link]






	


	West

	Knowles

	Bhasker[a]






	4:05



	6.
	"Rather Die Young[image: External link]"
	


	Bhasker

	Luke Steele[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Bhasker

	Knowles[a]

	Steele[a]






	3:42



	7.
	"Start Over[image: External link]"
	


	Taylor

	Knowles

	Ester Dean[image: External link]






	


	Knowles

	Taylor






	3:19



	8.
	"Love on Top"
	


	Knowles

	The-Dream

	Taylor






	


	Knowles

	Taylor






	4:27



	9.
	"Countdown"
	


	The-Dream

	Taylor

	Knowles

	Dean

	Cainon Lamb

	Julie Frost[image: External link]

	Michael Bivins[image: External link]

	Nathan Morris[image: External link]

	Wanya Morris[image: External link]






	


	Knowles

	Taylor






	3:32



	10.
	"End of Time"
	


	Knowles

	The-Dream

	Taylor

	Switch[image: External link]






	


	Knowles

	The-Dream

	Switch[b]






	3:43



	11.
	"I Was Here"
	Diane Warren
	


	Ryan Tedder[image: External link]

	Brent Kutzle[image: External link]

	Knowles[c]


	
Kuk Harrell[c]







	3:59



	12.
	"Run the World (Girls)"
	


	The-Dream

	Knowles

	Diplo[image: External link]

	Switch

	Vybz Kartel[image: External link]

	Afrojack[image: External link]






	


	Switch

	The-Dream

	Knowles[a]

	Taylor[a]






	3:56



	Total length:
	46:33






	Japanese edition bonus track[147][148]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	13.
	"Dreaming"
	


	Babyface

	Dixon

	Knowles

	Smith






	


	Knowles

	Babyface

	Dixon






	4:39






	Deluxe edition (Disc 2) bonus tracks[149]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Lay Up Under Me[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	Sean Garrett[image: External link]

	StarGate[image: External link]

	Taylor






	


	Knowles

	Taylor






	4:13



	2.
	"Schoolin' Life[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	The-Dream

	Taylor

	Carlos McKinney[image: External link]






	


	The-Dream

	Knowles[a]

	McKinney[a]






	4:53



	3.
	"Dance for You[image: External link]"
	


	Knowles

	The-Dream

	Stewart






	


	Knowles

	The-Dream

	Stewart






	6:17



	4.
	"Run the World (Girls)" (Kaskade Club Remix)
	


	The-Dream

	Knowles

	Diplo

	Switch

	Vybz Cartel

	Afrojack






	


	Switch

	The-Dream

	Knowles[a]

	Taylor[a]

	Kaskade[image: External link][d]






	5:02



	5.
	"Run the World (Girls)" (Red Top Club Remix)
	


	The-Dream

	Knowles

	Diplo

	Switch

	Vybz Cartel

	Afrojack






	


	Switch

	The-Dream

	Knowles[a]

	Taylor[a]

	Jens Bergmark[d]

	Diplo[d]






	6:02



	6.
	"Run the World (Girls)" (Jochen Simms Club Remix)
	


	The-Dream

	Knowles

	Diplo

	Switch

	Vybz Cartel

	Afrojack






	


	Switch

	The-Dream

	Knowles[a]

	Taylor[a]

	Julian Napolitano[d]






	6:19






	Australian tour edition bonus tracks[150]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	13.
	"Lay Up Under Me"
	Knowles, Garrett, StarGate, Taylor
	Knowles, Taylor
	4:13



	14.
	"Schoolin' Life"
	Knowles, The-Dream, Taylor, McKinney
	The-Dream, Knowles*, McKinney*
	4:53



	15.
	"Dance for You"
	Knowles, The-Dream, Stewart
	Knowles, The-Dream
	6:17



	16.
	"Run the World (Girls)" (Dave Audé[image: External link] Remix Radio Edit)
	The-Dream, Knowles, Diplo, Switch, Vybz Cartel, Afrojack
	Switch, The-Dream, Knowles*, Taylor*, Dave Audé
	4:02



	17.
	"End of Time" (Isa Machine Remix)
	Knowles, The-Dream, Taylor, Switch
	Knowles, The-Dream, Switch, Diplo, Isabella Summers[image: External link]
	4:18



	18.
	"Love on Top" (DJ Escape & Tony Coluccio Radio Remix)
	Knowles, The-Dream, Taylor
	Knowles, Taylor, DJ Escape, Tony Coluccio
	3:51






	2013 re-release[151]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Love on Top"
	4:27



	2.
	"Party" (featuring André 3000)

	4:04



	3.
	"Schoolin' Life"
	4:52



	4.
	"Countdown"
	3:33



	5.
	"I Miss You"
	2:58



	6.
	"Dance for You"
	6:15



	7.
	"I Care"
	3:59



	8.
	"Rather Die Young"
	3:43



	9.
	"1+1"
	4:34



	10.
	"End of Time"
	3:44



	11.
	"Run the World (Girls)"
	4:51



	12.
	"Best Thing I Never Had"
	4:13



	13.
	"Start Over"
	3:19



	14.
	"I Was Here"
	3:58



	Total length:
	57:38





	Notes




	
^a signifies a co-producer

	
^b signifies an additional producer

	
^c signifies a vocal producer

	
^d signifies a remixer[image: External link]


	The deluxe edition contains an exclusive version of the music video for "Run the World (Girls)".[149]


	"Party" samples "La Di Da Di[image: External link]" as performed by Doug E. Fresh and the Get Fresh Crew featuring MC Ricky D. and written by Douglas Davis and Ricky Walters.[18]


	"Countdown" samples "Uhh Ahh[image: External link]" as performed by Boyz II Men and written by Michael Bivins, Nathan Morris and Wanya Morris.[18]


	"Run the World (Girls)" samples "Pon de Floor[image: External link]" as performed by Major Lazer[image: External link] and written by Afrojack, Vybz Cartel, Diplo and Switch.[18]
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 Personnel




The following people are credited on the album:[18]

Managerial




	

	Naima Cochrane – marketing

	Scott Greer – marketing

	
Beyoncé – executive producer




	

	Meaghan Lyons – A&R[image: External link] operations

	Ty Ty Smith – A&R

	Teresa LaBarbera Whites – A&R










Performance credits




	

	Beyoncé – vocals, background vocals[image: External link]


	
André 3000 – vocals, background vocals

	
Luke Steele[image: External link] – background vocals

	
Kanye West – background vocals




	

	
Consequence[image: External link] – background vocals

	
Ryan Tedder[image: External link] – background vocals

	
Billy Kraven – background vocals










Visuals and imagery




	

	Tony Duran – photography

	Neal Farinah – glam team

	Greg Gex – photography

	Ty Hunter – fashion director

	Kimberly Kimble – glam team

	Lisa Logan – glam team




	

	Adam Larson – art director[image: External link]


	
Melina Matsoukas[image: External link] – creative consultant[image: External link]


	Raquel Smith – stylist[image: External link]


	Jenke Ahmed Taily – creative director

	Francesca Tolot – glam team

	
Ellen Von Unwerth[image: External link] – photography










Instruments




	

	Pete Wolford – guitar

	Nikki Glaspie – drums

	Lee Blaske – strings[image: External link]


	Drew Sayers – baritone[image: External link], tenor

	
Chad Hugo[image: External link] – rhythm guitar

	
Jeff Bhasker – keyboard, guitar solo, keyboards and drum programming[image: External link]


	Rob Suchecki – guitar

	Cole Kamen-Green – trumpet

	Josiah Woodson – trumpet

	Nick Videen – tenor[image: External link], alto saxophone[image: External link]





	

	Alex Asher – trombone[image: External link]


	Morgan Price – baritone saxophone, tenor

	
Shea Taylor[image: External link] – alto saxophone, horns[image: External link] arrangement

	Luke Steele – guitar

	Robert "R.T." Taylor – guitar

	Pat Thrall – guitar

	Johnny Butler – tenor saxophone[image: External link]


	Jack Daley – bass guitar

	Ryan Tedder – drums, piano, additional programming

	
Brent Kutzle[image: External link] – cello, guitar, additional programming










Technical and production




	

	
The-Dream – production

	
Tricky Stewart – production

	Beyoncé – production, vocal production

	Jeff Bhasker – production

	Shea Taylor – production

	
Babyface[image: External link] – production

	Antonio Dixon – production

	
Symbolyc One[image: External link] – production

	Caleb McCampbell – production

	Kanye West – production

	Luke Steele – production

	Tom Coyne – mastering[image: External link]


	
Switch[image: External link] – production

	Ryan Tedder – production

	Brent Kutzle – production

	
Kuk Harrell – vocal production, vocal recording

	
Diplo[image: External link] – production

	
Carlos McKinney[image: External link] – production

	
Kaskade[image: External link] – mix, additional production

	Jens Bergmark – mix production

	Julian Napolitano – mix production

	
DJ Swivel[image: External link] – recording, vocal recording, mixing




	

	Mark Gray – engineering[image: External link] assistant

	Jason Sherwood – engineering assistant

	Steven Dennis – engineering assistant

	Pete Wolford – engineering assistant

	Scott Barnett – engineering assistant

	
Tony Maserati[image: External link] – mixing[image: External link]


	Val Brathwaite – mixing assistant

	Ryan Kelly – engineering assistant

	Serge Nudel – mixing assistant, engineering assistant

	Gloria Kaba – engineering assistant

	Serban Ghenea – mixing

	John Hanes – mixing engineer

	Phil Seaford – mixing assistant

	Gaylord Holomalia – engineering assistant

	Christian Mochizuki – engineering assistant

	Edwin Delahoz – engineering assistant

	Justin Hergett – engineering assistant

	Jon Castelli – engineering assistant

	Ramón Rivas – engineering assistant

	Chris Soper – engineering assistant

	Smith Carlson – engineering assistant

	Eric Aylands – engineering assistant

	Jon Sher – engineering assistant
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 Charts







	

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Weekly charts






	Chart (2011/2012)
	Peak

position



	
Argentine Albums Chart[image: External link][152]

	1



	
Australian Albums Chart[image: External link][153]

	2



	
Australian Urban Albums Chart[image: External link][154]

	1



	
Austrian Albums Chart[155]

	3



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Flanders)[155]

	4



	
Belgian Albums Chart[image: External link] (Wallonia)[155]

	4



	
Brazilian Albums Chart[image: External link][156]

	1



	
Canadian Albums Chart[image: External link][157]

	3



	Croatian Albums Chart[158]

	2



	
Czech Albums Chart[159]

	2



	
Danish Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	5



	
Dutch Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	2



	
Finnish Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	24



	
French Albums Chart[image: External link][160]

	1



	
German Albums Chart[image: External link][161]

	5



	
Greek Albums Chart[image: External link][162]

	5



	
Hungarian Albums Chart[image: External link][163]

	8



	
Irish Albums Chart[image: External link][164]

	1



	
Italian Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	4



	
Japanese Albums Chart[image: External link][140]

	10



	
Mexican Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	31



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	3



	
Norwegian Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	4



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][165]

	2



	
Portuguese Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	3



	
Russian Albums Chart[image: External link][166]

	5



	
Scottish Albums Chart[image: External link][167]

	1



	Slovenian Albums Chart[168]

	6



	
South African Albums Chart[image: External link][169]

	5



	
South Korean International Albums Chart[image: External link][170]

	1



	
Spanish Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	1



	
Swedish Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	1



	
Swiss Albums Chart[image: External link][155]

	1



	Taiwanese Albums Chart[171]

	2



	
UK Albums Chart[image: External link][172]

	1



	
UK R&B Albums Chart[image: External link][173]

	1



	US Billboard 200[141]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link][174]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2011)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[175]

	26



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[176]

	3



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[177]

	61



	Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[178]

	81



	Brazilian Albums Chart[179]

	11



	Brazilian International Albums Chart[179]

	2



	Danish Albums Chart[180]

	93



	Dutch Albums Chart[181]

	29



	French Albums Chart[182]

	77



	French Digital Albums Chart[183]

	40



	Hungarian Albums Chart[184]

	77



	Italian Albums Chart[185]

	99



	Polish Albums Chart[186]

	36



	Russian Albums Chart[187]

	52



	Swiss Albums Chart[188]

	57



	UK Albums Chart[189]

	18



	UK R&B Albums Chart[190]

	4



	US Billboard 200[191]

	21



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[192]

	7






	Chart (2012)
	Position



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[193]

	24



	UK Albums Chart[194]

	79



	US Billboard 200[195]

	91



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[196]

	13






	Chart (2013)
	Position



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[197]

	29



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[198]

	73






	Chart (2014)
	Position



	Swedish Albums Chart[199]

	86






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Swedish Albums Chart[200]

	79
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[201]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Brazil (Pro-Música Brasil[image: External link])[202]

	3× Platinum
	145,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[203]

	Gold
	40,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark[image: External link])[204]

	Gold
	10,000^




	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[205]

	Gold
	70,000*




	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[206]

	Platinum
	15,000^




	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[207]

	Gold
	25,000*




	Netherlands ( NVPI[image: External link])[208]

	Gold
	25,000^




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[209]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[210]

	Platinum
	20,000*




	Russia ( NFPF[image: External link])[211]

	Gold
	5,000*




	Sweden ( GLF[image: External link])[199]

	Gold
	20,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[212]

	2× Platinum
	670,000[136]




	United States (RIAA)[213]

	Platinum
	1,550,000[214]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Edition(s)



	Australia[215][216]
	June 24, 2011
	CD, digital download[image: External link]
	Standard, deluxe



	Austria[217]
	Digital download
	Standard



	Spain[218]



	Switzerland[219]



	Germany[220][221]
	CD, digital download
	Standard, deluxe



	Ireland[222]
	Standard



	Netherlands[223][224]
	Standard, deluxe



	France[225][226]
	June 27, 2011



	Hong Kong[227][228]



	New Zealand[229][230]



	Poland[231][232]
	Eco, standard, deluxe, reissue



	United Kingdom[233][234]
	Standard, deluxe



	Argentina[235]
	June 28, 2011
	Digital download
	Standard



	Brazil[236][237]
	CD, digital download
	Standard, deluxe



	Canada[238][239]



	United States[240]



	Japan[241][242]
	June 29, 2011



	Denmark[243][244]



	Philippines[245]
	July 1, 2011
	Standard



	Thailand[246]
	July 6, 2011
	CD



	China[247]
	October 20, 2011



	United States[151][248]
	July 24, 2012
	Expanded edition



	March 29, 2013
	Digital download
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 See also





	Beyoncé discography

	List of number-one albums of 2011 (Ireland)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2011 (Spain)[image: External link]

	List of number-one hits of 2011 (Switzerland)[image: External link]

	List of UK Albums Chart number ones of the 2010s[image: External link]

	List of UK R&B Albums Chart number ones of 2011[image: External link]

	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2011[image: External link]

	List of Billboard number-one R&B albums of 2011[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ "I Care" was only released as a single in Italy,[1] and "End of Time" was only released as a single in the United Kingdom.[2]
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Funk





For technical reasons[image: External link], "Funk #49" redirects here; see Funk 49[image: External link] for the song. For other uses, see Funk (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Funk is a music genre[image: External link] that originated in the mid- 1960s[image: External link] when African American musicians created a rhythmic[image: External link], danceable[image: External link] new form of music through a mixture of soul music, jazz[image: External link], and rhythm and blues[image: External link] (R&B). Funk de-emphasizes melody[image: External link] and chord progressions[image: External link] used in other related genres and brings a strong rhythmic[image: External link] groove[image: External link] of a bass line[image: External link] played by an electric bassist[image: External link] and a drum part played by a drummer[image: External link] to the foreground. Like much of African-inspired music[image: External link], funk typically consists of a complex groove[image: External link] with rhythm instruments[image: External link] playing interlocking grooves. Funk uses the same richly-colored extended chords[image: External link] found in bebop[image: External link] jazz, such as minor chords[image: External link] with added sevenths and elevenths, or dominant seventh[image: External link] chords with altered ninths.

Funk originated in the mid-1960s, with James Brown[image: External link]'s development of a signature groove that emphasized the downbeat[image: External link]—with heavy emphasis on the first beat of every measure[image: External link] ("The One"), and the application of 16th note[image: External link] time signature and syncopation[image: External link] on all bass lines, drum patterns, and guitar riffs.[2] Other musical groups, including Sly and the Family Stone[image: External link] and Parliament-Funkadelic[image: External link], soon began to adopt and develop Brown's innovations. While much of the written history[image: External link] of funk focuses on men, there have been notable funk women, including Chaka Khan[image: External link], Labelle[image: External link], Lyn Collins[image: External link], Brides of Funkenstein[image: External link], Klymaxx[image: External link], Mother's Finest[image: External link], and Betty Davis[image: External link].

Funk derivatives include the psychedelic funk[image: External link] of Sly Stone and Parliament-Funkadelic; the avant-funk[image: External link] of groups such as Talking Heads[image: External link] and the Pop Group[image: External link]; boogie[image: External link] (or electro-funk), a form of electronic music; electro music[image: External link], a hybrid of electronic music and funk; funk metal[image: External link] (e.g., Living Colour[image: External link]); G-funk, a mix of gangsta rap[image: External link] and funk; Timba[image: External link], a form of funky Cuban popular dance music; and funk jam (e.g., Phish[image: External link]). Funk samples[image: External link] have been used extensively in genres including hip hop, house music[image: External link], and drum and bass[image: External link]. It is also the main influence of go-go[image: External link], a subgenre associated with funk.[3]
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 Etymology




The word funk initially referred (and still refers) to a strong odor. It is originally derived from Latin "fumigare" (which means "to smoke") via Old French "fungiere" and, in this sense, it was first documented in English in 1620. In 1784 "funky" meaning "musty" was first documented, which, in turn, led to a sense of "earthy" that was taken up around 1900 in early jazz[image: External link] slang for something "deeply or strongly felt".[4][5][6]

In early jam sessions[image: External link], musicians would encourage one another to "get down[image: External link]" by telling one another, "Now, put some stank on it!". At least as early as 1907, jazz[image: External link] songs carried titles such as Funky. The first example is an unrecorded number by Buddy Bolden[image: External link], remembered as either "Funky Butt[image: External link]" or "Buddy Bolden's Blues" with improvised lyrics that were, according to Donald M. Marquis either "comical and light" or "crude and downright obscene" but, in one way or another, referring to the sweaty atmosphere at dances where Bolden's band played.[7][8] As late as the 1950s and early 1960s, when "funk" and "funky" were used increasingly in the context of jazz music[image: External link], the terms still were considered indelicate and inappropriate for use in polite company. According to one source, New Orleans-born drummer Earl Palmer[image: External link] "was the first to use the word 'funky' to explain to other musicians that their music should be made more syncopated and danceable."[9] The style later evolved into a rather hard-driving, insistent rhythm, implying a more carnal quality. This early form of the music set the pattern for later musicians.[10] The music was identified as slow, "sexy", loose, riff[image: External link]-oriented and danceable.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Characteristics
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 Rhythm




A great deal of funk is rhythmically based on a two- celled[image: External link] onbeat/offbeat structure, which originated in sub-Saharan African music traditions[image: External link]. New Orleans appropriated the bifurcated structure from the Afro-Cuban mambo and conga in the late 1940s, and made it its own.[11] New Orleans funk, as it was called, gained international acclaim largely because James Brown's rhythm section used it to great effect.[12]



Funk creates an intense groove[image: External link] by using strong guitar riffs and bass lines[image: External link]. Like Motown recordings, funk songs used bass lines as the centerpiece of songs. Slap[image: External link] bass's mixture of thumb-slapped low notes and finger "popped" (or plucked) high notes allowed the bass to have a drum-like rhythmic role, which became a distinctive element of funk.

In funk bands, guitarists typically play in a percussive style, often using the wah-wah[image: External link] sound effect and muting the notes in their riffs to create a percussive sound. Guitarist Ernie Isley[image: External link] of the Isley Brothers[image: External link] and Eddie Hazel[image: External link] of Funkadelic[image: External link] were notably influenced by Jimi Hendrix[image: External link]'s improvised solos. Eddie Hazel, who worked with George Clinton[image: External link], is one of the most notable guitar soloists in funk. Ernie Isley was tutored at an early age by Jimi Hendrix himself, when he was a part of the Isley Brothers backing band and lived in the attic temporarily at the Isleys' household. Jimmy Nolen[image: External link] and Phelps Collins[image: External link] are famous funk rhythm guitarists who both worked with James Brown[image: External link]. On Brown's "Give It Up or Turnit a Loose[image: External link]" (1969), Jimmy Nolen's guitar part has a bare bones tonal structure. The pattern of attack-points is the emphasis, not the pattern of pitches. The guitar is used the way that an African drum, or idiophone would be used. Note that the measures alternate between beginning on the beat, and beginning on offbeats.
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 Harmony




Funk uses the same richly-coloured extended chords[image: External link] found in bebop[image: External link] jazz, such as minor chords with added sevenths and elevenths, or dominant seventh chords with altered ninths. However, unlike bebop jazz, with its complex, rapid-fire chord changes, funk virtually abandoned chord changes, creating static single chord vamps[image: External link] with melodo-harmonic movement[image: External link] and a complex, driving rhythmic feel. Some of the best known and most skilful soloists in funk have jazz[image: External link] backgrounds. Trombonist Fred Wesley[image: External link] and saxophonist Pee Wee Ellis[image: External link] and Maceo Parker[image: External link] are among the most notable musicians in the funk music genre, with both of them working with James Brown[image: External link], George Clinton[image: External link] and Prince.

The chords used in funk songs typically imply a dorian[image: External link] or mixolydian mode[image: External link], as opposed to the major or natural minor tonalities of most popular music. Melodic content was derived by mixing these modes with the blues scale[image: External link]. In the 1970s, jazz music drew upon funk to create a new subgenre of jazz-funk[image: External link], which can be heard in recordings by Miles Davis[image: External link] ( Live-Evil[image: External link], On the Corner[image: External link]), and Herbie Hancock[image: External link] (Head Hunters[image: External link]).
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 History




The distinctive characteristics of African-American musical[image: External link] expression are rooted in sub-Saharan African music traditions[image: External link], and find their earliest expression in spirituals, work chants/songs, praise shouts, gospel, blues, and "body rhythms" ( hambone[image: External link], patting juba[image: External link], and ring shout[image: External link] clapping and stomping patterns). Funk music is an amalgam of soul music, soul jazz[image: External link], R&B[image: External link], and Afro-Cuban rhythms absorbed and reconstituted in New Orleans. Like other styles of African-American musical expression including jazz, soul music and R&B, funk music accompanied many protest movements during and after the Civil Rights Movement. Funk allowed everyday experiences to be expressed to challenge daily struggles and hardships fought by lower and working class communities.
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 New Orleans




Gerhard Kubik[image: External link] notes that with the exception of New Orleans, early blues lacked complex polyrhythms[image: External link], and there was a "very specific absence of asymmetric time-line patterns (key patterns[image: External link]) in virtually all early twentieth century African American music ... only in some New Orleans genres does a hint of simple time line patterns occasionally appear in the form of transient so-called 'stomp' patterns or stop-time chorus. These do not function in the same way as African time lines."[13]

In the late 1940s this changed somewhat when the two-celled time line structure was brought into New Orleans blues[image: External link]. New Orleans musicians were especially receptive to Afro-Cuban[image: External link] influences precisely at the time when R&B was first forming.[14] Dave Bartholomew[image: External link] and Professor Longhair[image: External link] (Henry Roeland Byrd) incorporated Afro-Cuban instruments, as well as the clave[image: External link] pattern and related two-celled figures in songs such as "Carnival Day," (Bartholomew 1949) and "Mardi Gras In New Orleans" (Longhair 1949). Robert Palmer[image: External link] reports that, in the 1940s, Professor Longhair listened to and played with musicians from the islands and "fell under the spell of Perez Prado[image: External link]'s mambo[image: External link] records."[11] Professor Longhair's particular style was known locally as rumba-boogie.[15]

One of Longhair's great contributions was his particular approach of adopting two-celled, clave-based patterns into New Orleans rhythm and blues[image: External link] (R&B). Longhair's rhythmic approach became a basic template of funk. According to Dr. John[image: External link] (Malcolm John "Mac" Rebennack, Jr.), the Professor "put funk into music ... Longhair's thing had a direct bearing I'd say on a large portion of the funk music that evolved in New Orleans."[16] In his "Mardi Gras in New Orleans", the pianist employs the 2-3 clave[image: External link] onbeat/offbeat motif in a rumba-boogie " guajeo[image: External link]".[17]

The syncopated, but straight subdivision feel of Cuban music (as opposed to swung[image: External link] subdivisions) took root in New Orleans R&B during this time. Stewart states: "Eventually, musicians from outside of New Orleans began to learn some of the rhythmic practices [of the Crescent City]. Most important of these were James Brown and the drummers and arrangers he employed. Brown's early repertoire had used mostly shuffle rhythms, and some of his most successful songs were 12/8 ballads (e.g. 'Please, Please, Please' (1956), 'Bewildered' (1961), 'I Don't Mind' (1961)). Brown's change to a funkier brand of soul required 4/4 metre and a different style of drumming."[18] Stewart makes the point: "The singular style of rhythm & blues that emerged from New Orleans in the years after World War II played an important role in the development of funk. In a related development, the underlying rhythms of American popular music underwent a basic, yet generally unacknowledged transition from triplet or shuffle feel to even or straight eighth notes."[19]
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 1960s: James Brown




Little Richard[image: External link]'s saxophone-studded, mid-1950s R&B road band was credited by James Brown and others as being the first to put the funk in the rock'n'roll beat.[20] Following his temporary exit from secular music to become an evangelist in 1957, some of Little Richard's band members joined Brown and the Famous Flames[image: External link], beginning a long string of hits for them in 1958. By the mid-1960s, James Brown[image: External link] had developed his signature groove that emphasized the downbeat[image: External link]—with heavy emphasis on the first beat of every measure to etch his distinctive sound, rather than the backbeat[image: External link] that typified African American music.[21] Brown often cued his band with the command "On the one!," changing the percussion emphasis/accent from the one-two-three-four backbeat of traditional soul music to the one-two-three-four downbeat – but with an even-note syncopated[image: External link] guitar rhythm (on quarter notes two and four) featuring a hard-driving, repetitive brassy swing[image: External link]. This one-three beat launched the shift in Brown's signature music style, starting with his 1964 hit single, "Out of Sight[image: External link]" and his 1965 hits, "Papa's Got a Brand New Bag[image: External link]" and "I Got You (I Feel Good)[image: External link]".

Brown's style of funk was based on interlocking, contrapuntal parts: funky bass lines[image: External link], drum patterns, and syncopated guitar riffs.[2] The main guitar ostinatos for "Aint" it Funky" (c. late 1960s) is an example of Brown's refinement of New Orleans funk— an irresistibly danceable riff, stripped down to its rhythmic essence. On "Aint" it Funky" the tonal structure is barebones. Brown's innovations led to him and his band becoming the seminal funk act; they also pushed the funk music style further to the forefront with releases such as "Cold Sweat[image: External link]" (1967), "Mother Popcorn[image: External link]" (1969) and "Get Up (I Feel Like Being A) Sex Machine[image: External link]" (1970), discarding even the twelve-bar blues featured in his earlier music. Instead, Brown's music was overlaid with "catchy, anthemic vocals" based on "extensive vamps" in which he also used his voice as "a percussive instrument with frequent rhythmic grunts and with rhythm-section patterns ... [resembling] West African polyrhythms" – a tradition evident in African American work songs and chants.[22] Throughout his career, Brown's frenzied vocals, frequently punctuated with screams and grunts, channeled the "ecstatic ambiance of the black church" in a secular context.[22]



	External video



	
Watch: "Clyde Stubblefield/ Funky Drummer"[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]





After 1965, Brown's bandleader and arranger was Alfred "Pee Wee" Ellis[image: External link]. Ellis credits Clyde Stubblefield[image: External link]'s adoption of New Orleans drumming techniques, as the basis of modern funk: "If, in a studio, you said 'play it funky' that could imply almost anything. But 'give me a New Orleans beat' - you got exactly what you wanted. And Clyde Stubblefield was just the epitome of this funky drumming."[23] Stewart states that the popular feel was passed along from "New Orleans—through James Brown's music, to the popular music of the 1970s."[19] Concerning the various funk motifs, Stewart states: "This model, it should be noted, is different from a time line[image: External link] (such as clave and tresillo)[image: External link] in that it is not an exact pattern, but more of a loose organizing principle."[24]

In a 1990 interview, Brown offered his reason for switching the rhythm of his music: "I changed from the upbeat to the downbeat ... Simple as that, really."[25] According to Maceo Parker[image: External link], Brown's former saxophonist, playing on the downbeat was at first hard for him and took some getting used to. Reflecting back to his early days with Brown's band, Parker reported that he had difficulty playing "on the one" during solo performances, since he was used to hearing and playing with the accent on the second beat.[26]
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 Late 1960s – early 1970s




Other musical groups picked up on the rhythms and vocal style developed by James Brown[image: External link] and his band, and the funk style began to grow. Dyke and the Blazers[image: External link], based in Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link], released "Funky Broadway[image: External link]" in 1967, perhaps the first record of the soul era to have "funky" in the title. In 1969 Jimmy McGriff[image: External link] released Electric Funk[image: External link], featuring his distinctive organ over a blazing horn section. Meanwhile, on the West Coast[image: External link], Charles Wright & the Watts 103rd Street Rhythm Band[image: External link] was releasing funk tracks beginning with its first album in 1967, culminating in the classic single "Express Yourself" in 1971. Also from the West Coast area, more specifically Oakland[image: External link], San Francisco, came the band Tower of Power[image: External link] (TOP), which formed in 1968. Their debut album East Bay Grease[image: External link], released 1970, is considered an important milestone in funk. Throughout the 1970s, TOP had many hits, and the band helped to make funk music a successful genre, with a broader audience.

In 1970, Sly & the Family Stone[image: External link]'s "Thank You (Falettinme Be Mice Elf Agin)[image: External link]" reached #1 on the charts, as did "Family Affair[image: External link]" in 1971. Notably, these afforded the group and the genre crossover success and greater recognition, yet such success escaped comparatively talented and moderately popular funk band peers. the Meters[image: External link] defined funk in New Orleans[image: External link], starting with their top ten R&B hits "Sophisticated Cissy" and "Cissy Strut[image: External link]" in 1969. Another group who defined funk around this time were the Isley Brothers[image: External link], whose funky 1969 #1 R&B hit, "It's Your Thing[image: External link]", signaled a breakthrough in African-American music, bridging the gaps of the jazzy sounds of Brown, the psychedelic rock[image: External link] of Jimi Hendrix[image: External link], and the upbeat soul of Sly & the Family Stone and Mother's Finest[image: External link]. the Temptations[image: External link], who had previously helped to define the "Motown Sound[image: External link]" - a distinct blend of pop-soul - adopted this new psychedelic[image: External link] sound towards the end of the 1960s as well. Their producer, Norman Whitfield[image: External link], became an innovator in the field of psychedelic soul, creating hits with a newer, funkier sound for many Motown[image: External link] acts, including " War[image: External link]" by Edwin Starr[image: External link], "Smiling Faces Sometimes[image: External link]" by the Undisputed Truth[image: External link] and "Papa Was A Rollin' Stone[image: External link]" by the Temptations. Motown producers Frank Wilson[image: External link] ("Keep On Truckin'[image: External link]") and Hal Davis[image: External link] ("Dancing Machine[image: External link]") followed suit. Stevie Wonder[image: External link] and Marvin Gaye[image: External link] also adopted funk beats for some of their biggest hits in the 1970s, such as " Superstition[image: External link]" and "You Haven't Done Nothin'[image: External link]", and "I Want You[image: External link]" and "Got To Give It Up[image: External link]", respectively.
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 P-Funk: Parliament-Funkadelic




Main article: P-Funk[image: External link]


A new group of musicians began to further develop the "funk rock" approach. Innovations were prominently made by George Clinton[image: External link], with his bands Parliament[image: External link] and Funkadelic[image: External link]. Together, they produced a new kind of funk sound heavily influenced by jazz[image: External link] and psychedelic rock[image: External link]. The two groups shared members and are often referred to collectively as "Parliament-Funkadelic." The breakout popularity of Parliament-Funkadelic gave rise to the term " P-Funk[image: External link]", which referred to the music by George Clinton's bands, and defined a new subgenre. Clinton played a principal role in several other bands, including Parlet[image: External link], the Horny Horns, and the Brides of Funkenstein, all part of the P-Funk conglomerate. "P-funk" also came to mean something in its quintessence, of superior quality, or sui generis[image: External link].
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 1970s




See also: Disco[image: External link]


The 1970s were the era of highest mainstream visibility for funk music. In addition to Parliament Funkadelic[image: External link], artists like Sly and the Family Stone[image: External link], Rufus & Chaka Khan[image: External link], the Isley Brothers[image: External link], Ohio Players[image: External link], Con Funk Shun[image: External link], Kool and the Gang[image: External link], the Bar-Kays[image: External link], Commodores[image: External link], Roy Ayers[image: External link], Stevie Wonder[image: External link], among others, were successful in getting radio play. Disco[image: External link] music owed a great deal to funk. Many early disco songs and performers came directly from funk-oriented backgrounds. Some disco music hits, such as all of Barry White[image: External link]'s hits, "Kung Fu Fighting[image: External link]" by Biddu[image: External link] and Carl Douglas[image: External link], Donna Summer's "Love To Love You Baby[image: External link]", Diana Ross' "Love Hangover[image: External link]", KC and the Sunshine Band[image: External link]'s "I'm Your Boogie Man[image: External link]", "I'm Every Woman[image: External link]" by Chaka Khan[image: External link] (also known as the Queen of Funk Soul), and Chic[image: External link]'s "Le Freak" conspicuously include riffs and rhythms derived from funk. In 1976, Rose Royce[image: External link] scored a #1 hit with a purely dance-funk record, "Car Wash[image: External link]". Even with the arrival of Disco, funk became increasingly popular well into the early 80s.

Funk music was also exported to Africa, and it melded with African singing and rhythms to form Afrobeat[image: External link]. Nigerian musician Fela Kuti[image: External link], who was heavily influenced by James Brown's music, is credited with creating the style and terming it "Afrobeat".
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 Jazz funk




Main article: Jazz-funk[image: External link]
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 Headhunters




In the 1970s, at the same time that jazz musicians began to explore blending jazz with rock to create jazz fusion[image: External link], major jazz performers began to experiment with funk. Jazz-funk recordings typically used electric bass[image: External link] and electric piano[image: External link] in the rhythm section, in place of the double bass and acoustic piano that were typically used in jazz up till that point. Pianist and bandleader[image: External link] Herbie Hancock[image: External link] was the first of many big jazz artists who embraced funk during the decade. Hancock's Headhunters[image: External link] band (1973) played the jazz-funk style. The Headhunters' lineup and instrumentation, retaining only wind[image: External link] player Bennie Maupin[image: External link] from Hancock's previous sextet, reflected his new musical direction. He used percussionist Bill Summers[image: External link] in addition to a drummer. Summers blended African, Afro-Cuban, and Afro-Brazilian instruments and rhythms into Hancock's jazzy funk sound.
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 On the Corner




On the Corner[image: External link] (1972) was jazz trumpeter-composer Miles Davis[image: External link]'s seminal foray into jazz-funk. Like his previous works though, On the Corner was experimental. Davis stated that On the Corner was an attempt at reconnecting with the young black audience which had largely forsaken jazz for rock[image: External link] and funk. While there is a discernible funk influence in the timbres[image: External link] of the instruments employed, other tonal and rhythmic textures, such as the Indian tambora and tablas, and Cuban congas and bongos, create a multi-layered soundscape. From a musical standpoint, the album was a culmination of sorts of the recording studio[image: External link]-based musique concrète[image: External link] approach that Davis and producer[image: External link] Teo Macero[image: External link] (who had studied with Otto Luening[image: External link] at Columbia University[image: External link]'s Computer Music Center[image: External link]) had begun to explore in the late 1960s. Both sides of the record featured heavy funk drum and bass grooves, with the melodic parts snipped from hours of jams and mixed in the studio.

Also cited as musical influences on the album by Davis were the contemporary composer Karlheinz Stockhausen[image: External link].[27][28]
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 1980s and synthesizer funk




See also: Electro music[image: External link] and synth-funk[image: External link]


In the 1980s, largely as a reaction against what was seen as the over-indulgence of disco[image: External link], many of the core elements that formed the foundation of the P-Funk formula began to be usurped by electronic instruments[image: External link], drum machines[image: External link] and synthesizers[image: External link]. Horn sections of saxophones and trumpets were replaced by synth[image: External link] keyboards[image: External link], and the horns that remained were given simplified lines, and few horn solos were given to soloists. The classic electric keyboards of funk, like the Hammond B3[image: External link] organ, the Hohner Clavinet[image: External link] and/or the Fender Rhodes piano[image: External link] began to be replaced by the new digital synthesizers[image: External link] such as the Yamaha DX7[image: External link]. Electronic drum machines[image: External link] such as the Roland TR-808 began to replace the "funky drummers[image: External link]" of the past, and the slap[image: External link] and pop style of bass playing were often replaced by synth keyboard bass lines. Lyrics of funk songs began to change from suggestive double entendres[image: External link] to more graphic and sexually explicit content.

In the late 1970s, the electronic music[image: External link] band Yellow Magic Orchestra[image: External link] (YMO) began experimenting with electronic funk music, introducing " videogame[image: External link]-funk" sounds with hits such as "Computer Game[image: External link]" (1978), which had a strong influence on the later electro-funk[image: External link] genre.[29] In 1980, YMO was the first band to use the TR-808 programmable drum machine,[30] while YMO member Ryuichi Sakamoto[image: External link]'s "Riot in Lagos[image: External link]" developed the beats and sounds of electro-funk that same year,[31] influencing later electro-funk artists such as Afrika Bambaataa[image: External link][31] and Mantronix[image: External link].[32]

Rick James[image: External link] was the first funk musician of the 1980s to assume the funk mantle dominated by P-Funk in the 1970s. His 1981 album Street Songs[image: External link], with the singles "Give It to Me Baby" and "Super Freak[image: External link]", resulted in James becoming a star, and paved the way for the future direction of explicitness in funk.

Beginning in the late 1970s, Prince used a stripped-down, dynamic instrumentation similar to James. However, Prince went on to have as much of an impact on the sound of funk as any one artist since Brown; he combined eroticism, technology, an increasing musical complexity, and an outrageous image and stage show to ultimately create music as ambitious and imaginative as P-Funk. Prince formed the Time[image: External link], originally conceived as an opening act for him and based on his "Minneapolis sound[image: External link]", hybrid mixture of funk, R&B, rock[image: External link], pop & new wave[image: External link]. Eventually, the band went on to define their own style of stripped-down funk based on tight musicianship and sexual themes.

Similar to Prince, other bands emerged during the P-Funk era and began to incorporate uninhibited sexuality, dance-oriented themes, synthesizers[image: External link] and other electronic technologies to continue to craft funk hits. These included Cameo[image: External link], Zapp[image: External link], the Gap Band[image: External link], the Bar-Kays[image: External link], and the Dazz Band[image: External link] all found their biggest hits in the early 1980s. By the latter half of the 80s, pure funk had lost its commercial impact; however, pop artists from Michael Jackson to Duran Duran[image: External link] often used funk beats.

Influenced by Yellow Magic Orchestra[31] and Kraftwerk[image: External link], the American musician Afrika Bambaataa[image: External link] developed electro-funk, a minimalist machine-driven style of funk with his single "Planet Rock[image: External link]" in 1982. Also known simply as electro, this style of funk was driven by synthesizers and the electronic rhythm of the TR-808[image: External link] drum machine. The single "Renegades of Funk[image: External link]" followed in 1983.
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 Late 1980s to present




While funk was all but driven from the radio by slick commercial hip hop, contemporary R&B and new jack swing[image: External link], its influence continued to spread. Artists like Steve Arrington and Cameo still received major airplay and had huge global followings. Rock bands began copying elements of funk to their sound, creating new combinations of "funk rock[image: External link]" and "funk metal[image: External link]". Extreme[image: External link], Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link], Living Colour[image: External link], Jane's Addiction[image: External link], Prince, Primus[image: External link], Fishbone[image: External link], Faith No More[image: External link], Rage Against the Machine[image: External link], Infectious Grooves[image: External link], and Incubus[image: External link] spread the approach and styles garnered from funk pioneers to new audiences in the mid-to-late 1980s and the 1990s. These bands later inspired the underground mid-1990s funkcore movement and current funk-inspired artists like Outkast[image: External link], Malina Moye[image: External link], Van Hunt[image: External link], and Gnarls Barkley[image: External link].

In the 1990s, artists like Me'shell Ndegeocello[image: External link] and the (predominantly UK-based) acid jazz[image: External link] movement including artists and bands such as Jamiroquai[image: External link], Incognito[image: External link], Galliano[image: External link], Omar[image: External link], Los Tetas[image: External link] and the Brand New Heavies[image: External link] carried on with strong elements of funk. However, they never came close to reaching the commercial success of funk in its heyday, with the exception of Jamiroquai whose album Travelling Without Moving[image: External link] sold about 11.5 million units worldwide. Meanwhile, in Australia and New Zealand, bands playing the pub circuit, such as Supergroove[image: External link], Skunkhour[image: External link] and the Truth[image: External link], preserved a more instrumental form of funk.

Since the late 1980s hip hop artists have regularly sampled[image: External link] old funk tunes. James Brown[image: External link] is said to be the most sampled artist in the history of hip hop, while P-Funk[image: External link] is the second most sampled artist; samples of old Parliament[image: External link] and Funkadelic[image: External link] songs formed the basis of West Coast[image: External link] G-funk[image: External link].

Original beats that feature funk-styled bass or rhythm guitar riffs are also not uncommon. Dr. Dre[image: External link] (considered the progenitor of the G-funk genre) has freely acknowledged to being heavily influenced by George Clinton's psychedelic funk: "Back in the 70s that's all people were doing: getting high, wearing Afros[image: External link], bell-bottoms and listening to Parliament-Funkadelic. That's why I called my album The Chronic[image: External link] and based my music and the concepts like I did: because his shit was a big influence on my music. Very big".[33] Digital Underground[image: External link] was a large contributor to the rebirth of funk in the 1990s by educating their listeners with knowledge about the history of funk and its artists. George Clinton branded Digital Underground as "Sons of the P[image: External link]", as their second full-length release is also titled. DU's first release, Sex Packets[image: External link], was full of funk samples, with the most widely known "The Humpty Dance[image: External link]" sampling Parliament's "Let's Play House". A very strong funk album of DU's was their 1996 release Future Rhythm[image: External link]. Much of contemporary club dance music, drum and bass in particular has heavily sampled funk drum breaks.

Funk is a major element of certain artists identified with the jam band[image: External link] scene of the late 1990s and 2000s. Phish[image: External link] began playing funkier jams in their sets around 1996, and 1998's The Story of the Ghost[image: External link] was heavily influenced by funk. Medeski Martin & Wood[image: External link], Robert Randolph & the Family Band[image: External link], Galactic[image: External link], Widespread Panic, Jam Underground[image: External link], Diazpora, Soulive[image: External link], and Karl Denson's Tiny Universe[image: External link] all drawing heavily from the funk tradition. Lettuce[image: External link], a band of Berklee College Of Music[image: External link] graduates, was formed in the late 1990s as a pure-funk emergence was being felt through the jam band scene.[citation needed[image: External link]] Many members of the band including keyboardist Neal Evans went on to other projects such as Soulive[image: External link] or the Sam Kininger Band. Dumpstaphunk[image: External link] builds upon the New Orleans tradition of funk, with their gritty, low-ended grooves and soulful four-part vocals. Formed in 2003 to perform at the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival[image: External link], the band features keyboardist Ivan Neville[image: External link] and guitarist Ian Neville of the famous Neville family, with two bass players and female funk drummer Nikki Glaspie (formerly of Beyoncé Knowles's world touring band, as well as the Sam Kininger Band), who joined the group in 2011.

Since the mid-1990s the nu-funk[image: External link] scene, centered on the Deep Funk[image: External link] collectors scene, is producing new material influenced by the sounds of rare funk 45s. Labels include Desco, Soul Fire, Daptone[image: External link], Timmion, Neapolitan, Bananarama, Kay-Dee, and Tramp. These labels often release on 45 rpm records. Although specializing in music for rare funk DJs, there has been some crossover into the mainstream music industry, such as Sharon Jones' 2005 appearance on Late Night with Conan O'Brien[image: External link].

In the early 2000s, some punk funk[image: External link] bands such as Out Hud[image: External link] and Mongolian MonkFish perform in the indie rock scene. Indie band Rilo Kiley[image: External link], in keeping with their tendency to explore a variety of rockish styles, incorporated funk into their song "The Moneymaker[image: External link]" on the album Under the Blacklight[image: External link]. Prince, with his later albums, gave a rebirth to the funk sound with songs like "The Everlasting Now", " Musicology[image: External link]", "Ol' Skool Company", and "Black Sweat[image: External link]".

Funk has also been incorporated into modern R&B music by many female singers such as Beyoncé with her 2003 hit "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" (which samples the Chi-Lites[image: External link]' "Are You My Woman"), Mariah Carey in 2005 with "Get Your Number[image: External link]" (which samples "Just an Illusion[image: External link]" by British band Imagination[image: External link]), Jennifer Lopez[image: External link] in 2005 with "Get Right[image: External link]" (which samples Maceo Parker[image: External link]'s "Soul Power '74[image: External link]" horn sound), and also Amerie[image: External link] with her song "1 Thing[image: External link]" (which samples the Meters[image: External link]' "Oh, Calcutta!"). Tamar Braxton[image: External link] in 2013 with "The One[image: External link]" (which samples "Juicy Fruit[image: External link]" by Mtume[image: External link]).
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 Women and funk




Despite funk’s popularity in modern music, few people have examined the work of funk women[image: External link]. As cultural critic Cheryl Keyes explains in her essay "She Was too Black for Rock and too hard for Soul: (Re)discovering the Musical Career of Betty Mabry Davis," most of the scholarship around funk has focused on the cultural work of men. She states that "Betty Davis[image: External link] is an artist whose name has gone unheralded as a pioneer in the annals of funk and rock. Most writing on these musical genres has traditionally placed male artist like Jimi Hendrix, George Clinton (of Parliament-Funkadelic), and bassist Larry Graham as trendsetters in the shaping of a rock music sensibility"[34] (35). Notable funk women include Chaka Khan[image: External link], Labelle[image: External link], Brides of Funkenstein[image: External link], Klymaxx[image: External link], Mother's Finest[image: External link], Lyn Collins[image: External link],Betty Davis[image: External link] and Teena Marie.
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 Derivatives




From the early 1970s onwards, funk has developed various subgenres. While George Clinton and the Parliament were making a harder variation of funk, bands such as Kool and the Gang[image: External link], Ohio Players[image: External link] and Earth, Wind and Fire[image: External link] were making disco-influenced funk music.[35]
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 Psychedelic funk




Main article: Psychedelic funk[image: External link]


Following the work of Jimi Hendrix in the late 1960s, black funk artists such as Sly and the Family Stone pioneered a style known as psychedelic funk by borrowing techniques from psychedelic rock music, including wah pedals[image: External link], fuzz boxes[image: External link], echo chambers[image: External link], and vocal distorters, as well as blues rock[image: External link] and jazz[image: External link].[36] In the following years, groups such as George Clinton's Parliament-Funkadelic continued this sensibility, employing synthesizers and rock-oriented guitar work.[36]
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 Funk rock




Main article: Funk rock[image: External link]


Funk rock (also written as funk-rock or funk/rock) fuses[image: External link] funk and rock[image: External link] elements.[37] Its earliest incarnation was heard in the late '60s through the mid-'70s by musicians such as Jimi Hendrix[image: External link], Frank Zappa[image: External link], Steely Dan[image: External link], Herbie Hancock[image: External link], Return to Forever[image: External link], Gary Wright[image: External link], David Bowie[image: External link], Betty Davis[image: External link], Mother's Finest[image: External link], and Funkadelic[image: External link] on their earlier albums.

Many instruments may be incorporated into funk rock, but the overall sound is defined by a definitive bass[image: External link] or drum[image: External link] beat and electric guitars[image: External link]. The bass and drum rhythms are influenced by funk music but with more intensity, while the guitar can be funk-or-rock-influenced, usually with distortion[image: External link]. Prince, Jesse Johnson[image: External link], Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] and Fishbone[image: External link] are major artists in funk rock.
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Main article: avant-funk[image: External link]


The term "avant-funk" has been used to describe acts who combined funk with art rock[image: External link]'s concerns.[38] Simon Frith[image: External link] described the style as an application of progressive rock[image: External link] mentality to rhythm rather than melody and harmony.[38] Simon Reynolds[image: External link] characterized avant-funk as a kind of psychedelia[image: External link] in which "oblivion was to be attained not through rising above the body, rather through immersion in the physical, self loss through animalism."[38]

Acts in the genre include German krautrock[image: External link] band Can[image: External link],[39] American funk artists Sly Stone[image: External link] and George Clinton[image: External link],[40] and a wave of early 1980s UK and US post-punk[image: External link] artists (including Public Image Ltd[image: External link], Talking Heads[image: External link], the Pop Group[image: External link], Cabaret Voltaire[image: External link], D.A.F.[image: External link], A Certain Ratio[image: External link], and 23 Skidoo[image: External link])[41] who embraced black dance music styles such as disco and funk.[42] The artists of the late 1970s New York no wave[image: External link] scene also explored avant-funk, influenced by figures such as Ornette Coleman[image: External link].[43] Reynolds noted these artists' preoccupations with issues such as alienation[image: External link], repression[image: External link] and technocracy of Western modernity[image: External link].[38]
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Main article: Go-go[image: External link]


Go-go originated in the Washington, D.C.[image: External link] area with which it remains associated, along with other spots in the Mid-Atlantic. Inspired by singers such as Chuck Brown[image: External link], the "Godfather of Go-go", it is a blend of funk, rhythm and blues[image: External link], and early hip hop, with a focus on lo-fi percussion instruments and in-person jamming[image: External link] in place of dance tracks[image: External link]. As such, it is primarily a dance music with an emphasis on live audience call and response[image: External link]. Go-go rhythms are also incorporated into street percussion.
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Main article: Boogie (genre)[image: External link]


Boogie (or electro-funk) is an electronic music mainly influenced by funk and post-disco. The minimalist approach of boogie, consisting of synthesizers and keyboards, helped to establish electro and house music. Boogie, unlike electro, emphasises the slapping techniques of bass guitar but also bass synthesizers. Artists include Vicky "D"[image: External link], Komiko[image: External link], Peech Boys[image: External link], Kashif[image: External link], and later Evelyn King[image: External link].
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Main article: Electro funk[image: External link]


Electro funk is a hybrid of electronic music and funk. It essentially follows the same form as funk, and retains funk's characteristics, but is made entirely (or partially) with a use of electronic instruments such as the TR-808[image: External link]. Vocoders[image: External link] or talkboxes[image: External link] were commonly implemented to transform the vocals. The pioneering Electro band Zapp[image: External link] commonly used such instruments in their music. Other artists include Herbie Hancock[image: External link], Afrika Bambaataa[image: External link], Egyptian Lover[image: External link], Vaughan Mason & Crew[image: External link], Midnight Star[image: External link], Cybotron[image: External link] and Novanosta.
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Main article: Funk metal[image: External link]


Funk metal (sometimes typeset differently such as funk-metal) is a fusion genre[image: External link] of music[image: External link] which emerged in the 1980s, as part of the alternative metal[image: External link] movement. It typically incorporates elements of funk and heavy metal[image: External link] (often thrash metal[image: External link]), and in some cases other styles, such as punk[image: External link] and experimental[image: External link] music. It features hard-driving heavy metal guitar[image: External link] riffs, the pounding bass[image: External link] rhythms characteristic of funk, and sometimes hip hop-style rhymes[image: External link] into an alternative rock[image: External link] approach to songwriting. A primary example is the all-African-American rock band Living Colour[image: External link], who have been said to be "funk-metal pioneers" by Rolling Stone.[44] During the late 1980s and early 1990s, the style was most prevalent in California — particularly Los Angeles and San Francisco[image: External link].[45][46]
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Main article: G-funk[image: External link]


G-funk is a fusion genre[image: External link] of music which combines gangsta rap[image: External link] and funk. It is generally considered to have been invented by west coast rappers and made famous by Dr. Dre[image: External link]. It incorporates multi-layered and melodic synthesizers, slow hypnotic grooves, a deep bass, background female vocals, the extensive sampling of P-Funk tunes, and a high-pitched portamento saw wave synthesizer lead. Unlike other earlier rap acts that also utilized funk samples (such as EPMD[image: External link] and the Bomb Squad[image: External link]), G-funk often used fewer, unaltered samples per song.
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Main article: Timba[image: External link]


Timba[image: External link] is a form of funky Cuban popular dance music. By 1990, several Cuban bands had incorporated elements of funk and hip-hop into their arrangements, and expanded upon the instrumentation of the traditional conjunto with American drum set, saxophones and a two-keyboard format. Timba bands like La Charanga Habanera or Bamboleo often have horns or other instruments playing short parts of tunes by Earth, Wind and Fire[image: External link], Kool and the Gang[image: External link] or other U.S. funk bands. While many funk motifs exhibit a clave[image: External link]-based structure, they are created intuitively, without a conscious intent of aligning the various parts to a guide-pattern[image: External link]. Timba incorporates funk motifs into an overt and intentional clave structure.
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 Drumset




Along with the Cuban congas and timbales, the drum set provided powerful clave-based funk patterns that added more punch to the rhythm section. Funk is especially evident in timba's breakdown sections. The following example is Calixto Oviedo's funky drumset pattern for a type of high-energy breakdown known as presión.[47] Watch: Calixto Oviedo play funky timba drumset.[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]
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Timba bass players incorporated techniques associated with funk, such as slapping, and pulling the strings in a percussive way. The following excerpt demonstrates several funk characteristics of timba bass. This is Alain Pérez's bass tumbao[image: External link] from a performance of Issac Delgado[image: External link] piece "La vida sin esperanza." Pérez's playful interpretation of the tumbao is what timba authority Kevin Moore refers to as "controlled improvisation;" the pattern continuously varies within a set framework.[48] Watch: Alain Pérez play funky timba bass.[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link] Watch: Alaín Pérez - Bajista Cubano - Ejemplo Tumbao "No Me Mires" (Issac Delgado)[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]
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Funk jam is a fusion genre[image: External link] of music which emerged in the 1990s. It typically incorporates elements of funk and often exploratory guitar, along with extended cross genre improvisations; often including elements of jazz[image: External link], ambient[image: External link], electronic[image: External link], Americana[image: External link], and hip hop including improvised lyrics. Phish[image: External link], Soul Rebels Brass Band[image: External link], Galactic[image: External link], Soulive[image: External link] are all examples of funk bands that play funk jam.
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	Chanking[image: External link]

	List of funk musicians[image: External link]
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Soul Music





This article is about the genre of music. For other uses, see Soul music (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Soul music (often referred to simply as soul) is a popular music genre[image: External link] that originated in the United States in the late 1950s and early 1960s. It combines elements of African-American[image: External link] gospel music[image: External link], rhythm and blues[image: External link] and jazz[image: External link]. Soul music became popular for dancing and listening in the United States, where record labels such as Motown[image: External link], Atlantic[image: External link] and Stax[image: External link] were influential during the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link]. Soul also became popular around the world, directly influencing rock music and the music of Africa[image: External link].[1]

According to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, soul is "music that arose out of the black experience in America[image: External link] through the transmutation of gospel and rhythm & blues into a form of funky, secular[image: External link] testifying".[2] Catchy rhythms, stressed by handclaps and extemporaneous body moves, are an important feature of soul music. Other characteristics are a call and response[image: External link] between the lead vocalist and the chorus[image: External link] and an especially tense vocal sound. The style also occasionally uses improvisational[image: External link] additions, twirls and auxiliary sounds.[3] Soul music reflected the African-American identity and it stressed the importance of an African-American culture. The new-found African-American consciousness led to new styles of music, which boasted pride in being black.[4]

Soul music dominated the U.S. R&B chart[image: External link] in the 1960s, and many recordings crossed over into the pop charts in the U.S., Britain and elsewhere. By 1968, the soul music genre had begun to splinter. Some soul artists developed funk music, while other singers and groups developed slicker, more sophisticated, and in some cases more politically conscious varieties.[5] By the early 1970s, soul music had been influenced by psychedelic rock[image: External link] and other genres, leading to psychedelic soul[image: External link]. The United States saw the development of neo soul[image: External link] around 1994. There are also several other subgenres and offshoots of soul music.

The key subgenres of soul include the Detroit ( Motown[image: External link]) style, a rhythmic music influenced by gospel; deep soul and southern soul, driving, energetic soul styles combining R&B[image: External link] with southern gospel music[image: External link] sounds; Memphis soul[image: External link], a shimmering, sultry style; New Orleans soul[image: External link], which came out of the rhythm and blues style; Chicago soul[image: External link], a lighter gospel-influenced sound; Philadelphia soul[image: External link], a lush orchestral[image: External link] sound with doo-wop[image: External link]-inspired vocals; Psychedelic soul[image: External link], a blend of psychedelic rock[image: External link] and soul music; as well as categories such as Blue-eyed soul[image: External link], which is soul music performed by white[image: External link] artists; British soul[image: External link]; and Northern soul[image: External link], rare soul music played by DJs at nightclubs[image: External link] in Northern England.
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 Origins




Soul music has its roots in traditional African-American gospel music[image: External link] and rhythm and blues[image: External link], and the hybridization of their respective religious and secular styles, in both lyrical content and instrumentation, that began to occur in the 1950s. The term soul had been used among African-American musicians to emphasize the feeling of being an African-American in the United States.[7] According to musicologist[image: External link] Barry Hansen[image: External link]:[8]


Though this hybrid produced a clutch of hits in the R&B market in the early 1950s, only the most adventurous white fans felt its impact at the time; the rest had to wait for the coming of soul music in the 1960s to feel the rush of rock and roll[image: External link] sung gospel-style.



According to another source, "Soul music was the result of the urbanization and commercialization of rhythm and blues in the '60s."[9] The phrase "soul music" itself, referring to gospel-style music with secular lyrics, is first attested in 1961.[10] The term 'soul' in African-American parlance has connotations of African-American pride and culture. Gospel[image: External link] groups in the 1940s and 1950s occasionally used the term as part of their name. The jazz[image: External link] style that derived from gospel came to be called soul jazz[image: External link]. As singers and arrangers began using techniques from gospel and soul jazz in African-American popular music during the 1960s, soul music gradually functioned as an umbrella term for the African-American popular music at the time.[11][12]

Important innovators whose recordings in the 1950s contributed to the emergence of soul music included Clyde McPhatter[image: External link], Hank Ballard[image: External link], and Etta James.[8] Ray Charles[image: External link] is often cited as popularizing the soul genre with his string of hits starting with 1954's "I Got a Woman[image: External link]".[13] Singer Bobby Womack[image: External link] said: "Ray was the genius. He turned the world onto soul music."[5] Charles was open in acknowledging the influence of Pilgrim Travelers[image: External link] vocalist Jesse Whitaker on his singing style.

Little Richard[image: External link] (who inspired Otis Redding[image: External link])[14] and James Brown[image: External link] were equally influential. Brown was known as the "Godfather of Soul"[6] and Richard proclaimed himself the "king of rockin' and rollin', rhythm and blues soulin'", because his music embodied elements of all three, and because he inspired artists in all three genres.[15]

Sam Cooke[image: External link] and Jackie Wilson[image: External link] are also often acknowledged as soul forefathers.[5][16] Cooke became popular as the lead singer of gospel group The Soul Stirrers[image: External link], before controversially moving into secular music. His recording of "You Send Me[image: External link]" in 1957 launched a successful pop career, and his 1962 recording of "Bring It On Home To Me[image: External link]" has been described as "perhaps the first record to define the soul experience".[17] Jackie Wilson, a contemporary of both Cooke and James Brown, also achieved crossover[image: External link] success in 1957 with "Reet Petite[image: External link]", and was particularly influential for his dramatic delivery and performances.[18]
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 1960s




Writer Peter Guralnick[image: External link] is among those to identify Solomon Burke[image: External link] as a key figure in the emergence of soul music, and Atlantic Records[image: External link] as the key record label[image: External link]. Burke's early 1960s songs, including "Cry to Me[image: External link]", "Just Out of Reach[image: External link]" and "Down in the Valley" are considered classics of the genre. Guralnick wrote:


"Soul started, in a sense, with the 1961 success of Solomon Burke's "Just Out Of Reach". Ray Charles, of course, had already enjoyed enormous success (also on Atlantic), as had James Brown and Sam Cooke — primarily in a pop vein. Each of these singers, though, could be looked upon as an isolated phenomenon; it was only with the coming together of Burke and Atlantic Records that you could begin to see anything even resembling a movement."[19]



Ben E. King[image: External link] also achieved success in 1961 with "Stand By Me[image: External link]", a song directly based on a gospel hymn.[5] By the mid-1960s, the initial successes of Burke, King and others had been surpassed by new soul singers, including Stax[image: External link] artists such as Otis Redding[image: External link] and Wilson Pickett[image: External link], who mainly recorded in Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link], and Muscle Shoals, Alabama[image: External link]. According to Jon Landau[image: External link]:[20]


"Between 1962 and 1964 Redding recorded a series of soul ballads characterized by unabashedly sentimental lyrics usually begging forgiveness or asking a girlfriend to come home.... He soon became known as "Mr. Pitiful" and earned a reputation as the leading performer of soul ballads."



The most important female soul singer to emerge was Aretha Franklin[image: External link], originally a gospel singer who began to make secular recordings in 1960 but whose career was later revitalised by her recordings for Atlantic. Her 1967 recordings, such as "I Never Loved a Man (The Way I Love You)[image: External link]", " Respect[image: External link]" (originally sung by Otis Redding), and "Do Right Woman, Do Right Man[image: External link]" (written by Chips Moman[image: External link] and Dan Penn[image: External link]), were significant and commercially successful productions.[21][22][23][24]

Soul music dominated the U.S. African-American music charts in the 1960s, and many recordings crossed over into the pop charts in the U.S. Otis Redding was a huge success at the Monterey Pop Festival[image: External link] in 1967.[5] The genre also became highly popular in the UK, where many leading acts toured in the late 1960s. "Soul" became an umbrella term, used to describe an increasingly wide variety of R&B-based music styles — from the dance and pop-oriented acts at Motown Records[image: External link] in Detroit[image: External link], such as The Temptations[image: External link], Marvin Gaye[image: External link] and Stevie Wonder[image: External link], to "deep soul[image: External link]" performers such as Percy Sledge[image: External link] and James Carr[image: External link].[25][26][27] Different regions and cities within the U.S., including New York City, Detroit, Chicago, Memphis[image: External link], New Orleans, Philadelphia, and Muscle Shoals, Alabama (the home of FAME Studios[image: External link] and Muscle Shoals Sound Studios[image: External link]) became noted for different subgenres of the music and recording styles.[9][28]

By 1968, while at its peak of popularity, soul began to fragment into disparate subgenres. Artists such as James Brown and Sly & the Family Stone[image: External link] evolved into funk music, while other singers such as Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, Curtis Mayfield[image: External link] and Al Green[image: External link] developed slicker, more sophisticated and in some cases more politically conscious varieties of the genre.[5] However, soul music continued to evolve, informing most subsequent forms of R&B from the 1970s-onward, with pockets of musicians continuing to perform in traditional soul style.[9]
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Later examples of soul music include recordings by The Staple Singers[image: External link] (such as I'll Take You There), and Al Green[image: External link]'s 1970s recordings, done at Willie Mitchell's[image: External link]' Royal Recording in Memphis.[29] Mitchell's Hi Records[image: External link] continued in the Stax[image: External link] tradition of the previous decade, releasing a string of hits by Green, Ann Peebles[image: External link], Otis Clay[image: External link], O.V. Wright[image: External link] and Syl Johnson[image: External link].[30] Bobby Womack[image: External link], who recorded with Chips Moman in the late 1960s, continued to produce soul recordings in the 1970s and 1980s.[31][32]

In Detroit[image: External link], producer Don Davis[image: External link] worked with Stax[image: External link] artists such as Johnnie Taylor[image: External link] and The Dramatics[image: External link].[33] Early 1970s recordings by The Detroit Emeralds[image: External link], such as Do Me Right, are a link between soul and the later disco[image: External link] style.[34] Motown Records[image: External link] artists such as Marvin Gaye[image: External link], Michael Jackson, Stevie Wonder[image: External link] and Smokey Robinson[image: External link] contributed to the evolution of soul music, although their recordings were considered more in a pop music vein than those of Redding, Franklin and Carr.[25] Although stylistically different from classic soul music, recordings by Chicago[image: External link]-based artists are often considered part of the genre.[35]

By the early 1970s, soul music had been influenced by psychedelic rock[image: External link] and other genres.[36] The social and political ferment of the times inspired artists like Gaye and Curtis Mayfield[image: External link] to release album-length statements with hard-hitting social commentary.[37] Artists like James Brown[image: External link] led soul towards funk music, which became typified by 1970s bands like Parliament-Funkadelic[image: External link] and The Meters[image: External link].[38] More versatile groups such as War[image: External link], the Commodores[image: External link], and Earth, Wind and Fire[image: External link] became popular around this time.[39] During the 1970s, some slick and commercial blue-eyed soul[image: External link] acts like Philadelphia's Hall & Oates[image: External link] and Oakland's Tower of Power[image: External link] achieved mainstream success, as did a new generation of street-corner harmony or "city-soul" groups such as The Delfonics[image: External link] and the historically black Howard University[image: External link]'s Unifics[image: External link].[40][41]

The syndicated music/dance variety television series Soul Train[image: External link], hosted by Chicago native Don Cornelius[image: External link], debuted in 1971.[42] The show provided an outlet for soul music for several decades, also spawning a franchise that saw the creation of a record label (Soul Train Records[image: External link]) that distributed music by The Whispers[image: External link], Carrie Lucas[image: External link], and an up-and-coming group known as Shalamar[image: External link].[43] Numerous disputes led to Cornelius spinning off the record label to his talent booker, Dick Griffey[image: External link], who transformed the label into Solar Records[image: External link], itself a prominent soul music label throughout the 1980s.[43] The TV series continued to air until 2006, although other predominantly African-American music genres such as hip-hop began overshadowing soul on the show beginning in the 1980s.

As disco[image: External link] and funk were dominating the charts in the late 1970s and early 1980s, soul went in the direction of quiet storm[image: External link]. With its relaxed tempos and soft melodies, quiet storm soul took influences from soft rock[image: External link] and adult contemporary[image: External link]. Many funk bands, such as Con Funk Shun[image: External link], Cameo[image: External link], and Lakeside[image: External link] would have a few quiet storm tracks on their albums. Among the most successful acts in this era include Smokey Robinson[image: External link], Teddy Pendergrass[image: External link], Peabo Bryson[image: External link], Atlantic Starr[image: External link], and Larry Graham[image: External link].

After the decline of disco and funk in the early 1980s, soul music became influenced by electro music[image: External link]. It became less raw and more slickly produced, resulting in a style known as contemporary R&B, which sounded very different from the original rhythm and blues[image: External link] style. The United States saw the development of neo-soul[image: External link] around 1994. Mainstream record label[image: External link] marketing support for soul genres cooled in the 2000s due to the industry's re-focus on hip-hop.
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Main article: Motown Records[image: External link]


Berry Gordy[image: External link]'s successful Tamla/Motown group of labels was notable for being African-American owned, unlike most of the earlier independent R&B labels. Notable artists under this label were The Supremes, The Temptations[image: External link], The Miracles[image: External link], the Four Tops[image: External link], The Marvelettes[image: External link], Mary Wells[image: External link], Jr. Walker & The All-Stars[image: External link], Stevie Wonder[image: External link], Marvin Gaye[image: External link], Tammi Terrell[image: External link], Martha and the Vandellas[image: External link],[44] and The Jackson Five[image: External link].

Hits were made using a quasi-industrial " production-line[image: External link]" approach. Some considered the sound to be mechanistic, but the producers and songwriters brought artistic sensitivity to the three-minute tunes. Brian Holland[image: External link], Lamont Dozier[image: External link] and Eddie Holland[image: External link] were rarely out of the charts for their work as songwriters[image: External link] and record producers[image: External link] for The Supremes, the Four Tops[image: External link] and Martha and the Vandellas[image: External link].[44] They allowed important elements to shine through the dense musical texture. Rhythm was emphasized by handclaps or tambourine[image: External link]. Smokey Robinson[image: External link] was another writer and record producer who added lyrics to "The Tracks Of My Tears"[image: External link] by his group The Miracles[image: External link], which was one of the most important songs of the decade.
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Main articles: Stax Records[image: External link] and Atlantic Records[image: External link]


Stax Records and Atlantic Records were independent labels that produced high-quality dance records featuring many well known singers of the day. They tended to have smaller ensembles marked by expressive gospel-tinged vocals. Brass and saxophones were also used extensively.[45] Stax Records[image: External link], founded by siblings Estelle and James Stewart, was the second most successful record label behind Motown Records[image: External link]. They were responsible for releasing hits by Otis Redding[image: External link], Wilson Pickett[image: External link], The Staple Singers[image: External link] and many more.[46] Ahmet Ertegun, who had anticipated being a diplomat until 1944 when his father died, founded Atlantic Records[image: External link] in 1947 with his friend Herb Abramson[image: External link]. Ertegun wrote many songs for Ray Charles[image: External link] and The Clovers[image: External link]. He even sang backup vocals[image: External link] for his artist Big Joe Turner[image: External link] on the song, "Shake Rattle and Roll."[47]
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Further information: Motown[image: External link]


Dominated by Berry Gordy[image: External link]'s Motown Records[image: External link] empire, Detroit soul is strongly rhythmic and influenced by gospel music. The Motown sound often includes hand clapping[image: External link], a powerful bassline[image: External link], violins[image: External link] and bells[image: External link]. Motown Records' house band was The Funk Brothers[image: External link]. AllMusic cites Motown as the pioneering label of pop-soul, a style of soul music with raw vocals, but polished production and toned-down subject matter intended for pop radio and crossover[image: External link] success.[48] Artists of this style included Diana Ross, the Jackson 5[image: External link], Stevie Wonder[image: External link], and Billy Preston[image: External link].[48] Popular during the 1960s, the style became glossier during the 1970s and led to disco[image: External link].[48]
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Further information: Southern soul[image: External link]


The terms deep soul and southern soul generally refer to a driving, energetic soul style combining R&B[image: External link]'s energy with pulsating southern United States gospel music[image: External link] sounds. Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link] label Stax Records[image: External link] nurtured a distinctive sound, which included putting vocals further back in the mix than most contemporary R&B records, using vibrant horn parts in place of background vocals[image: External link], and a focus on the low end of the frequency spectrum. The vast majority of Stax releases were backed by house bands Booker T and the MGs[image: External link] (with Booker T. Jones[image: External link], Steve Cropper[image: External link], Duck Dunn[image: External link], and Al Jackson[image: External link]) and the Memphis Horns (the splinter horn section of the Mar-Keys[image: External link], trumpeter Wayne Jackson[image: External link] and saxophonist Andrew Love).
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Further information: Memphis soul[image: External link]


Memphis soul is a shimmering, sultry style of soul music produced in the 1960s and 1970s at Stax Records[image: External link] and Hi Records[image: External link] in Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link]. It featured melancholic and melodic horns, Hammond organ[image: External link], bass, and drums, as heard in recordings by Hi's Al Green[image: External link] and Stax's Booker T. & the M.G.'s[image: External link]. The latter group also sometimes played in the harder-edged Southern soul[image: External link] style. The Hi Records house band (Hi Rhythm Section[image: External link]) and producer Willie Mitchell[image: External link] developed a surging soul style heard in the label's 1970s hit recordings. Some Stax recordings fit into this style, but had their own unique sound.
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Further information: New Orleans soul[image: External link]


The New Orleans soul scene directly came out of the rhythm and blues era, when such artists as Little Richard[image: External link], Fats Domino[image: External link], and Huey Piano Smith[image: External link] made a huge impact on the pop and R&B charts and a huge direct influence on the birth of Funk music. The principal architect of Crescent City’s soul was songwriter, arranger, and producer Allen Toussaint[image: External link]. He worked with such artists as Irma Thomas[image: External link] (“the Soul Queen of New Orleans”), Jessie Hill, Chris Kenner[image: External link], Benny Spellman, and Ernie K. Doe[image: External link] on the Minit/Instant label complex to produce a distinctive New Orleans soul sound that generated a passel of national hits. Other notable New Orleans hits came from Robert Parker, Betty Harris[image: External link], and Aaron Neville[image: External link]. While record labels in New Orleans largely disappeared by the mid-1960s, producers in the city continued to record New Orleans soul artists for other mainly New York City- and Los Angeles-based record labels—notably Lee Dorsey[image: External link] for New York–based Amy Records and the Meters for New York–based Josie and then LA-based Reprise.
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Further information: Chicago soul[image: External link]


Chicago soul generally had a light gospel-influenced sound, but the large number of record labels based in the city tended to produce a more diverse sound than other cities. Vee Jay Records[image: External link], which lasted until 1966, produced recordings by Jerry Butler[image: External link], Betty Everett[image: External link], Dee Clark[image: External link], and Gene Chandler[image: External link]. Chess Records[image: External link], mainly a blues and rock and roll label, produced a number of major soul artists, including The Dells[image: External link] and Billy Stewart[image: External link]. Curtis Mayfield[image: External link] not only scored many hits with his group, The Impressions[image: External link], but wrote many hit songs for Chicago artists and produced hits on his own labels for The Fascinations[image: External link], Major Lance[image: External link], and the Five Stairsteps[image: External link].
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Further information: Philadelphia soul[image: External link]


Based primarily in the Philadelphia International[image: External link] record label, Philadelphia soul (or Philly Soul) had a lush orchestral[image: External link] sound and doo-wop[image: External link]-inspired vocals. Thom Bell[image: External link], and Kenneth Gamble & Leon Huff[image: External link] are considered the founders of Philadelphia soul, which produced hits for The O'Jays[image: External link], The Intruders[image: External link], The Delfonics[image: External link], The Stylistics[image: External link], Harold Melvin & The Blue Notes[image: External link], and The Spinners[image: External link].
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Main article: Psychedelic soul[image: External link]


Psychedelic soul, sometimes known as "black rock", was a blend of psychedelic rock[image: External link] and soul music in the late 1960s, which paved the way for the mainstream emergence of funk music a few years later.[49] Early pioneers of this subgenre of soul music include Jimi Hendrix, James Brown, and Stevie Wonder.[50][not in citation given[image: External link]] While psychedelic rock began its decline, the influence of psychedelic soul continued on and remained prevalent through the 1970s.[50][not in citation given[image: External link]]
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Main article: Blue-eyed soul[image: External link]


Blue-eyed soul is R&B[image: External link] or soul music performed by white[image: External link] artists. The meaning of blue-eyed soul has evolved over decades. Originally the term was associated with mid-1960s white artists who performed soul and R&B that was similar to the music released by Motown Records[image: External link] and Stax Records[image: External link].[51] The term continued to be used in the 1970s and 1980s, particularly by the British media to refer to a new generation of singers who adopted elements of the Stax and Motown sounds. To a lesser extent, the term has been applied to singers in other music genres[image: External link] that are influenced by soul music. Artists like Hall and Oates[image: External link], David Bowie[image: External link], George Michael[image: External link], Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Amy Winehouse and Adele are known as Blue-eyed soul[image: External link] singers.
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Main article: British soul[image: External link]


Soul has been a major influence on British popular music since the 1960s including bands of the British Invasion[image: External link], most significantly The Beatles[image: External link].[52] There were a handful of significant British Blue-eyed soul[image: External link] acts, including Dusty Springfield[image: External link] and Tom Jones[image: External link].[53] American soul was extremely popular among some youth sub-cultures like the Northern soul[image: External link] and Modern soul[image: External link] movements, but a clear genre of British soul did not emerge until the 1980s when a number of artists including George Michael[image: External link], Sade[image: External link], Simply Red[image: External link], Lisa Stansfield[image: External link] and Soul II Soul[image: External link] enjoyed commercial success.[54] The popularity of British soul artists in the U.S., most notably Amy Winehouse, Adele, Estelle[image: External link], Duffy[image: External link], Joss Stone[image: External link] and Leona Lewis[image: External link], led to talk of a "third British Invasion" or soul invasion in the 2000s and 2010s.[55][56]
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Further information: Neo soul[image: External link]


The term neo soul is a marketing phrase coined in the early 1990s by producer and record label[image: External link] executive Kedar Massenburg[image: External link] to describe a blend of 1970s soul-style vocals and instrumentation with contemporary R&B sounds, hip-hop beats and poetic interludes. The style was developed in the early to mid-1990s. A key element in neo soul is a heavy dose of Fender Rhodes[image: External link] or Wurlitzer electric piano[image: External link] "pads" over a mellow, grooving interplay between the drums (usually with a rim shot snare sound) and a muted, deep funky bass. The Fender Rhodes piano sound gives the music a warm, organic character.
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Further information: Northern soul[image: External link] and Modern soul[image: External link]


The phrase northern soul was coined by journalist Dave Godin[image: External link] and popularised in 1970 through his column in Blues and Soul magazine.[57] The term refers to rare soul music that was played by DJs at nightclubs[image: External link] in northern England[image: External link]. The playlists originally consisted of obscure 1960s and early 1970s American soul recordings with an uptempo[image: External link] beat, such as those on Motown Records[image: External link] and more obscure labels such as Okeh Records[image: External link]. Modern soul[image: External link] developed when northern soul DJs began looking in record shops in the United States and United Kingdom for music that was more complex and contemporary. What emerged was a richer sound that was more advanced in terms of Hi-Fi[image: External link] and FM radio[image: External link] technology.
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Further information: Nu jazz[image: External link] and Electronica[image: External link]


Many artists in various genres of electronic music[image: External link] (such as house[image: External link], drum n bass[image: External link], UK garage[image: External link], and downtempo[image: External link]) are heavily influenced by soul, and have produced many soul-inspired compositions.
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Lemonade (Beyoncé album)





Lemonade is the sixth studio album by American singer Beyoncé. It was released on April 23, 2016, by Parkwood Entertainment and distributed through Columbia Records. The record is Beyoncé's second "visual album", following her eponymous 2013 record, and a concept album[image: External link].[2] While its predecessor featured individual music videos for each track, Lemonade was accompanied upon its release by a one-hour film aired on HBO[image: External link]. Primarily an R&B album, Lemonade encompasses a variety of genres[image: External link], including pop, reggae[image: External link], blues, rock[image: External link], hip hop, soul, funk, Americana[image: External link], country[image: External link], gospel[image: External link], electronic[image: External link], and trap[image: External link]. The album features guest vocals[image: External link] from James Blake[image: External link], Kendrick Lamar, The Weeknd[image: External link], and Jack White[image: External link]. The album contains samples[image: External link] and interpolations of a number of hip-hop and rock songs.[3]

The record was made available for online streaming on April 23, through her co-owned streaming service Tidal. It was released for paid purchase the following day, and later launched for purchase by track or album to Amazon Music[image: External link] and the iTunes Store on April 25, and at physical retailers on May 6. The record was widely acclaimed by critics, who praised it as Beyoncé's boldest work to date. Lemonade debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, selling 485,000 copies in its first week (653,000 with additional album-equivalent units[image: External link]), and earning Beyoncé her sixth consecutive number-one album in the country. The album was supported by five singles[image: External link]: "Formation", "Sorry", "Hold Up", "Freedom" featuring Kendrick Lamar, and "All Night"; alongside a promotional single[image: External link], "Daddy Lessons[image: External link]" featuring Dixie Chicks[image: External link]. In April 2016, Beyoncé embarked on the Formation World Tour, to promote the album. Several music publications included the album among the best of 2016, such as Rolling Stone listing Lemonade at number one.[4] As of December 2016, the album sold 1.5 million copies in the United States, making it the country's third-best-selling album of the year.[5] Lemonade has sold 2.5 million copies in 2016 worldwide, according to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI), becoming the best-selling album of that year.[6]

At the 59th Grammy Awards, Lemonade was nominated for nine awards, winning Best Urban Contemporary Album and Best Music Video. Its leading single "Formation" received nominations for Record of the Year, Song of the Year, and Best Music Video, while "Hold Up", "Don't Hurt Yourself", and "Freedom" were nominated in pop, rock, and rap categories.[7]
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 Background




On February 6, 2016, Beyoncé released "Formation" for free on the music streaming service Tidal and its accompanying music video on her official YouTube[image: External link].[8] The following day on February 7, 2016, Beyoncé performed "Formation" during her performance at the Super Bowl 50 halftime show.[9] Immediately after the performance, a commercial aired announcing The Formation World Tour, which kicked off in Miami[image: External link] on April 27, 2016, with the first pre-sales going on sale just two days after the announcement on February 9, 2016.[10]

Leading up to the tour announcement, Beyoncé was both praised and criticized over her new song and Black Panther-influenced costume for the Super Bowl halftime performance. As a result of this, the hashtags[image: External link] "#BoycottBeyonce" and "#IStandWithBeyonce" began trending on social media[image: External link] platforms such as Twitter. A group of protesters planned to stage an "anti-Beyoncé" rally outside of the NFL's headquarters in New York City[image: External link] on the day general sale of tickets went for sale,[11] but no protesters showed up and instead dozens of Beyoncé supporters held a rally for her.[12]

The album title was inspired by Beyoncé's grandmother Agnéz Deréon, as well as her husband Jay Z's grandmother, Hattie White. At the end of track "Freedom", an audio recording of Hattie White heard speaking to a crowd at her 90th birthday party in December 2015 is played. During the speech, Hattie says "I had my ups and downs, but I always find the inner strength to pull myself up. I was served lemons, but I made lemonade."[13] Streaming service Tidal described the concept behind Lemonade as "every woman's journey of self-knowledge and healing."[14]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Visuals




The album was accompanied by the release of a 60-minute film of the same name, which premiered on HBO[image: External link] on April 23, 2016.[15] Lemonade was divided into 11 chapters named Intuition, Denial, Anger, Apathy, Emptiness, Accountability, Reformation, Forgiveness, Resurrection, Hope, and Redemption.[16] The film uses poetry and prose written by expatriate Somali poet Warsan Shire[image: External link]; her poems which she adapted were "The Unbearable Weight of Staying", "Dear Moon", "How to Wear Your Mother's Lipstick", "Nail Technician as Palm Reader", and "For Women Who Are Difficult to Love".[17][18] It also features Ibeyi[image: External link], Laolu Senbanjo, Amandla Stenberg[image: External link], Quvenzhané Wallis[image: External link], Chloe x Halle[image: External link], Zendaya, and Serena Williams[image: External link].[19] In " Forward[image: External link]", the mothers of Trayvon Martin[image: External link] (Sybrina Fulton), Michael Brown (Lesley McFadden), and Eric Garner (Gwen Carr) are featured holding pictures of their deceased sons.[20][21] Jay Z and Beyonce’s daughter Blue Ivy[image: External link] appear in home video[image: External link] footage at one point, as does Jay Z’s grandmother, Hattie (as previously mentioned), and Beyoncé’s mother Tina Knowles, who is shown with her second husband Richard Lawson[image: External link] on their wedding day in 2015. [1][image: External link] The film also samples work by Malcolm X[image: External link], specifically an excerpt from his speech "Who Taught You to Hate Yourself", which is featured on the track "Don't Hurt Yourself[image: External link]".[22]

In “Hold Up[image: External link],” Beyoncé appears as Oshun[image: External link], a Yoruba[image: External link] water goddess of female sensuality, love and fertility. Oshun is often shown in yellow and surrounded by fresh water. Donning a flowing yellow Roberto Cavalli dress, gold jewelry and bare feet, Beyoncé channels the orisha[image: External link], or goddess, by appearing in an underwater dreamlike state before emerging from two large golden doors with water rushing past her and down the stairs, folktales of Oshun describe her malevolent temper and sinister smile when she has been wronged. In “Hold Up,” a smiling, laughing and dancing Beyoncé smashes store windows, cars and cameras with a baseball bat[image: External link]. In ''Love Drought[image: External link]'', Beyoncé leads a line of black women dressed in white along a shoreline. They stand, unified, looking out into the water as they hold hands and lift them one by one. This second reference to baptism[image: External link] is heavy in this scene along with messages of faith[image: External link] and love[image: External link], which are, the lyrics say, “strong enough to move a mountain” or “end a drought.” [2][image: External link]

In the ''Pray You Catch Me'' visual, Beyoncé wears a custom skirt by Enrique Urbina. In ''Hold Up[image: External link]'' Beyoncé's yellow dress is Roberto Cavalli by Peter Dundas, from the brand's fall 2016 collection. The shoes are the "Candy" sandals by Saint Laurent (but Beyoncé is also seen wearing Converse All Stars[image: External link] when she's on the roof of a car.) Her bra is by Agent Provocateur.[image: External link] In the ''Don't Hurt Yourself'' visual Beyoncé wears a Hood by Air fur coat over a Yeezy[image: External link] sports bra and leggings. The dagger necklace is Lynn Ban. In the night vision scenes, she's seen in her wedding dress (a creation by her mom, Tina Knowles). In ''Sorry'', Beyoncé wears a bodysuit by Yousef Al Jasmi, a designer from Dubai[image: External link]. Tennis champion Serena Williams[image: External link] is wearing a lace number by Brandon Maxwell. In ''6 Inch'', In the scene where she's spinning a lightbulb, Beyoncé wears a dress from Nicolas Jebran[image: External link]'s fall 2016 collection, she also wears Gucci suit. In ''Love Drought'', Beyoncé and her dancers wear silk dresses by Daniele Carlotta. Beyoncé's gown in ''Freedom'' is by Maria Lucia Hohan.[23][24]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reception and accolades




The HBO broadcast logged 787,000 viewers.[25] In June 2016, Matthew Fulks sued Beyoncé, Sony, Columbia and Parkwood Entertainment for allegedly lifting elements of his short film, Palinoia, for Lemonade. The lawsuit specifically targets the trailer for the HBO special.[26] Fulks had accused her of stealing nine visual elements from Palinoia.[27] The lawsuit was subsequently dismissed by New York federal judge Jed S. Rakoff[image: External link], siding with the defendant.[28]

The visual was nominated for 4 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], including Outstanding Variety Special[image: External link] and Outstanding Directing for a Variety Special[image: External link]. From the four categories, Beyoncé was nominated in the two mentioned.[29] The album's visuals received 11 nominations at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards. They included Breakthrough Long Form Video[image: External link] for Lemonade, Video of the Year[image: External link], Best Pop Video[image: External link], Best Direction[image: External link], Best Editing[image: External link], and Best Cinematography[image: External link] for "Formation", Best Female Video[image: External link] and Best Art Direction[image: External link] for "Hold Up", and Best Choreography[image: External link] for "Sorry" and "Formation", she won 8 of her nominations.[30] Lemonade won Best TV Show – Special or Limited Series at the African American Film Critics Association[image: External link].[31] "Lemonade" won Outstanding Television Documentary or Special at the 2017 Black Reel Awards[image: External link].
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 Composition




The album features musicians Jack White[image: External link], Kendrick Lamar, and bassist Marcus Miller[image: External link], and sampling from folk music collectors[32] John Lomax, Sr.[image: External link] and his son Alan Lomax[image: External link] on "Freedom". Beyoncé and her team reference the musical memories of all those periods[32] including a brass band, stomping blues-rock, ultraslow avant-R&B, preaching, a prison song (both collected by John and Alan Lomax), and the sound of the 1960s fuzz-tone[image: External link] guitar psychedelia (sampling the Puerto Rican band Kaleidoscope).[33]

The Washington Post called the album a "surprisingly furious song-cycle[image: External link] about infidelity and revenge",[34] referencing the classical compositional genre defined in German lieder[image: External link] by Schumann[image: External link], Schubert[image: External link] and Brahms[image: External link]. The Chicago Tribune[image: External link] described the album as not just a mere grab for popular music dominance, rather it is a retrospective that allows the listener to explore Beyoncé's personal circumstances, with musical tones from the southern United States[image: External link], a harkening back towards her formative years spent in Texas.[35] AllMusic wrote that Beyoncé "delights in her blackness, femininity, and Southern origin with supreme wordplay."[36]

According to The A.V. Club[image: External link], the tracks "encompass and interpolate the entire continuum of R&B, rock[image: External link], soul, hip-hop, pop, and blues", accomplished by a deft precision "blurring eras and references with determined impunity."[37] The Guardian and Entertainment Weekly both noted that the album touches on country music[image: External link],[38][39] and Entertainment Weekly noticed the use of avant-garde musical[image: External link] elements. Consequence of Sound[image: External link] wrote that the album's genres span "from gospel[image: External link] to rock to r&b to trap[image: External link]";[40] both Isaac Hayes[image: External link] and Andy Williams[image: External link] are sampled[image: External link].[38]

PopMatters[image: External link] noticed how the album was nuanced in its theme of anger and betrayal with vast swathes of the album bathed in political context; however, it is still a pop album at its essence with darker and praiseworthy tones.[41] Melina Matsoukas[image: External link], the director of the Formation music video, said that Beyoncé invited her to her house in Los Angeles, and explained the concept behind “Lemonade.” “She wanted to show the historical impact of slavery[image: External link] on black love, and what it has done to the black family, and black men and women—how we’re almost socialized not to be together.”[42]
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 Promotion
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 Tour




Main article: The Formation World Tour


In order to promote the album, Beyoncé embarked on The Formation World Tour which visits countries in North America and Europe from April to October 2016.[43] The Formation World Tour ranked at #1 and #2 on Pollstar[image: External link]'s 2016 mid-year Top 100 Tours chart both in North America and worldwide respectively, with a total mid-year worldwide gross of $137.3 million from the first 25 shows (including $126.3 million from the first North American leg of the tour). In total, the tour grossed $256 million from 49 sold out shows according to Billboard Boxscore, and ranked at #2 on Pollstar's 2016 Year End Tours chart. The tour is one of the top 20 highest grossing tours of all time.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Live performances




Beyoncé performed "Formation" at the Super Bowl 50 halftime show as part of her guest appearance at the event.[44] Beyoncé performed "Freedom" with Kendrick Lamar as the opening number at the 2016 BET Awards[image: External link] on June 27.[45] At the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards on August 28, Beyoncé performed a 16-minute medley of "Pray You Catch Me[image: External link]", "Hold Up[image: External link]", " Sorry[image: External link]", "Don't Hurt Yourself[image: External link]", and "Formation".[46] The performance ranked number one on Andrew Unterberger's 'list of the "100 Greatest Award Show Performances of All Time" for Billboard.[47] On October 19, Beyoncé performed "6 Inch[image: External link]" and "All Night[image: External link]" at the TIDAL X benefit concert at Barclays Center[image: External link].[48] On November 2, Beyoncé performed "Daddy Lessons[image: External link]" with the Dixie Chicks[image: External link] at the 2016 CMA Awards[image: External link].[49] Beyoncé performed "All Night" in December 2016 at the Parkwood Entertainment Holiday Party. At the 59th Annual Grammy Awards on February 12, 2017 Beyoncé performed "Love Drought[image: External link]" and " Sandcastles[image: External link]"[50]
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 Singles




"Formation" was released as the album's lead single[image: External link] exclusively on Tidal on February 6, 2016, along with its accompanying music video. The following day, Beyoncé performed it at the Super Bowl 50 halftime show as part of her guest appearance at the event.[51] "Formation" peaked at number 10 on the US Billboard Hot 100 and number 6 on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs. The music video for the song was uploaded on Vevo in December 2016.[52]

The album's second single, "Sorry" was serviced to rhythmic[image: External link] radios in the United States on May 3, 2016,[53] and its music video was uploaded on Vevo on June 22, 2016.[54] The single debuted and peaked at number 11 on the US Billboard Hot 100.[55]

The album's third single, "Hold Up" was first released to German and British contemporary hit radios[image: External link] on May 12, 2016,[56][57] and later serviced to rhythmic contemporary[image: External link] radio in the United States on August 16, 2016.[58] "Hold Up" debuted at number 13 on the US Billboard Hot 100.[55] The music video for "Hold Up" was uploaded on Vevo on September 4, 2016.[59]

The fourth single "Freedom" was sent to radio stations on September 9. It previously peaked at number 35.

"All Night" was released as the fifth single on December 6, 2016. It previously debuted at number 38 and the music video for the song was released on Vevo in November 30, 2016.
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 Promotional singles




A remix of "Daddy Lessons" featuring The Dixie Chicks[image: External link] was released as a promotional single on November 2, 2016 for free on Beyoncé's soundcloud[image: External link].[60] It previously debuted at number 41 on the US Billboard Hot 100. Its music video was released on Tidal in November 5, 2016. On November 20, 2016 it was released on iTunes for purchase and on all streaming services.[61][62]
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 Critical reception




Lemonade received widespread acclaim from critics. AllMusic writer Andy Kellman felt that "the cathartic and wounded moments here resonate in a manner matched by few, if any, of Beyoncé's contemporaries."[36] In Spin[image: External link], Greg Tate[image: External link] wrote that the album "is out to sonorously suck you into its gully gravitational orbit the old fashioned way, placing the burden of conjuration on its steamy witches’ brew of beats, melodies, and heavy-hearted-to-merry-pranksterish vocal seductions. In her mastery of carnal and esoteric mysteries, Queen Bey raises the spirits, sizzles the flesh, and rallies her troops."[71]

Alexis Petridis[image: External link] of The Guardian wrote that the album "feels like a success" and that Beyoncé sounded "genuinely imperious".[39] The Daily Telegraph writer Jonathan Bernstein felt it was her strongest work to date and "proves there's a thin line between love and hate."[65] Nekesa Moody from The Washington Post called the album a "deeply personal, yet ... a bold social and political statement as well".[73] Writing for The New York Times, Jon Pareles[image: External link] praised Beyoncé's vocals and her courage to talk about subjects that affect so many people, and noted that "the album is not beholden to radio formats or presold by a single".[74] Greg Kot[image: External link] from the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] felt that "artistic advances" seem "slight" in context towards the record's "more personal, raw and relatable" aspects, where it came out as a "clearly conceived" piece of music, meaning it had a "unifying vision" for what may have lent itself to being "a prettily packaged hodgepodge".[35]

Reviewing the album in The Independent, Everett True[image: External link] wrote that it "is fiery, insurgent, fiercely proud, sprawling and sharply focused in its dissatisfaction."[67] Ray Rahman wrote for Entertainment Weekly that Beyoncé is way "too busy putting out her boldest, most ambitious, best album to date", declaring simply "middle fingers up."[38] Writing a review for Rolling Stone, Rob Sheffield[image: External link] opined that she affirmed her "superhero status" with this album.[70] Jillian Mapes of Pitchfork[image: External link] wrote that her pursuit of "realness" gives the album a certain "quality to it that also invites skepticism".[69] In The A.V. Club[image: External link] Annie Zaleski wrote that it was "yet another seismic step forward for Beyoncé as a musician."[37]

Shahzaib Hussain, writing for Clash[image: External link], stated: "Lemonade is Beyoncé at her most benevolent, and her most unadulterated. Treating her blackness not as an affliction but a celebratory beacon, Lemonade is a long overdue, cathartic retribution."[75] In the NME, Larry Bartleet said the album was "sweet but with an edge".[68] Sal Cinquemani of Slant Magazine wrote that the album "is her most lyrically and thematically coherent effort to date."[76] Maura Johnston of Time wrote that its tracks were "fresh yet instantly familiar" with an "over-the-top but intimate" sound.[77] Jamie Milton of DIY[image: External link] wrote that "there's so much more than an enthralling story to draw out of this all-slaying work", where "Beyoncé can count herself as a risk-taker breaking new ground, up there with the bravest."[78] Exclaim![image: External link]'s Erin Lowers wrote that "If you've ever been handed lemons, you need Lemonade."[79] Britt Julious of Consequence of Sound[image: External link] described the album to a "gift" Beyoncé has given to the listener that is "raw yet polished, beautiful yet ugly."[40] PopMatters[image: External link] writer Evan Sawdey felt few albums could ever be considered "as bold, complex, or resolute as Lemonade,"[41] and the BBC[image: External link]'s Mark Savage noted that Beyoncé had become an albums artist, with a range extending beyond that of radio play.[80]

Megan Carpentier of The Guardian named the album as ''a pop culture phenomenon'' and wrote:''It is not an exaggeration to say that there is no other living musical artist who could ignite such a broad and unavoidable conversation just by releasing a new album – even a visual one."[81] Syreeta McFadden for The Guardian notes that the ''Formation'' video depicts archetypal southern black women "in ways that we haven't seen frequently represented in popular art or culture".[82] TIME Magazine wrote: ''With Lemonade—an album, an Emmy-nominated film and, as America looked on, an experience—Beyoncé publicly embraced explicitly feminist blackness at a politically risky moment.''[83]
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 Year-end lists




At the end of 2016, Lemonade appeared on a number of critics' lists ranking the year's top albums. According to Metacritic, it was the second most prominently ranked record of 2016.[84] Lemonade was ranked as the best album of the year by such publications as Rolling Stone,[85] Billboard,[86] Entertainment Weekly,[87] The Guardian,[88] Digital Spy,[89]The Independent,[90] The Associated Press[image: External link],[91] The New York Times (Jon Pareles[image: External link] list),[92] Los Angeles Times[image: External link] (Mikael Wood list),[93] Pop Matters[image: External link],[94] Pretty Much Amazing,[95] Idolator,[96] Stereogum[image: External link],[97] Complex,[98] Consequence of Sound[image: External link],[99] Wired[image: External link],[100] and US Weekly[image: External link].[101] Paste[image: External link],[102] USA Today,[103] NPR[image: External link],[104] and We Plug Good Music[105] also included the release on their list of best albums of 2016 at number two.

In the annual Village Voice[image: External link]'s Pazz & Jop mass critics poll of the year's best in music in 2016, "Lemonade" was ranked at number 2.[106] For Slant[image: External link] it was the third best,[107] while Exclaim![image: External link] listed the album at number four on their list of the Top 20 Pop & Rock Albums of 2016.[108] For Spin[image: External link], it was the 6th best album of 2016.[109] NME[image: External link] listed Lemonade at number 11 on their list of best albums of the year,[110] FACT[image: External link] at number 15,[111] Drowned in Sound[image: External link] at number 12,[112] Uncut[image: External link] at number 10,[113] Mojo[image: External link] at number 12,[114] Q[image: External link] at number 13,[115] while Tiny Mix Tapes[image: External link] at number 32.[116] Esquire[image: External link] magazine included Lemonade among the 20 best releases of 2016.[117] Pitchfork[image: External link] listed Lemonade at number one on their list of best music videos of 2016.[118] The publication would later name Lemonade the third best album of the same year.[119] It was also included on Sight & Sound[image: External link]'s best films of 2016 list at number 26.[120][121] David Ehrlich, a film critic for IndieWire, placed Lemonade at number 23 on his Best Films of 2016 list.[122] Jen Yamato from The Daily Beast[image: External link] ranked it at number nine on her list of the Top 10 Best Films of 2016.[123]
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 Accolades
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"Formation" won in three categories at the 2016 BET Awards[image: External link] for Video of the Year[image: External link], the Centric Award[image: External link], and the Viewers Choice Award[image: External link].[124] The Lemonade film was nominated for four Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], including Outstanding Variety Special[image: External link] and Outstanding Directing for a Variety Special[image: External link]. From the four categories, Beyoncé was nominated in the two mentioned.[29] The album's visuals received 11 nominations at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards. They included Breakthrough Long Form Video[image: External link] for Lemonade, Video of the Year[image: External link], Best Pop Video[image: External link], Best Direction[image: External link], Best Editing[image: External link], and Best Cinematography[image: External link] for "Formation", Best Female Video[image: External link] and Best Art Direction[image: External link] for "Hold Up", and Best Choreography[image: External link] for "Sorry" and "Formation".[30] Beyoncé went on to win eight of her nominations, including Video of the Year and Breakthrough Long Form Video.[125]

She received two nominations at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards Japan[image: External link] for Best Album of the Year[image: External link] for Lemonade and Best Female Video International[image: External link] for "Formation", eventually winning for Best Album of the Year.[126][127] At the 2016 Soul Train Music Awards[image: External link], Beyoncé was nominated for eight awards including Best Female Artist, Lemonade for Album of the Year, and "Formation" for Song and Video of the Year. Beyoncé went on to win all four awards. Lemonade won Best TV Show – Special or Limited Series at the African American Film Critics Association[image: External link].[31] At the 2017 NAACP Image Awards, Lemonade is nominated for Outstanding Album and Outstanding Variety – Series or Special, "Formation" is nominated for Outstanding Song and Outstanding Video, and "Freedom", featuring Kendrick Lamar, is nominated for Outstanding Duo, Group or Collaboration and Outstanding Song. At the 2016 ADG Excellence in Production Design Awards[image: External link], Lemonade is nominated for Best Awards or Event Special, with "Hold Up", "6 Inch" and "Denial" all being nominated for Best Short Format: Web Series, Music Video or Commercial.[128] At the 2017 NAACP Image Awards, the album won Outstanding Album.[129]

At the 59th Annual Grammy Awards, Lemonade received three nominations: Album of the Year, Best Urban Contemporary Album and Best Music Film[image: External link]. "Formation" received three as well: Record of the Year, Song of the Year and Best Music Video. "Hold Up[image: External link]" was nominated for Best Pop Solo Performance[image: External link], "Don't Hurt Yourself[image: External link]" for Best Rock Performance[image: External link] and "Freedom" for Best Rap/Sung Performance[image: External link].[130] The album went on to win two awards, Best Urban Contemporary Album and Best Music Video for "Formation".[131] "Lemonade" won Outstanding Television Documentary or Special at the 2017 Black Reel Awards[image: External link].[132]

Lemonade won a Peabody Award[image: External link] in Entertainment, along with the following description by the board of jurors: "“Lemonade” draws from the prolific literary, musical, cinematic, and aesthetic sensibilities of black cultural producers to create a rich tapestry of poetic innovation. The audacity of its reach and fierceness of its vision challenges our cultural imagination, while crafting a stunning and sublime masterpiece about the lives of women of color and the bonds of friendship seldom seen or heard in American popular culture." [133]
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 Commercial performance




In the United States, Lemonade debuted at number one on the Billboard 200, with 653,000 album-equivalent units[image: External link], selling 485,000 copies in its first week. Subsequently, she broke the record she previously tied with DMX, by becoming the first artist in the chart's history to have their first six studio albums debut at number one.[134] In the same week, Beyoncé became the first female to chart 12 or more songs on the US Billboard Hot 100 at the same time, with every song on the album debuting on the chart. She passed the previously held record of 11 by Taylor Swift's Speak Now[image: External link] album.[135] Additionally, Lemonade was streamed 115 million times via Tidal, setting a record for the most-streamed album in a single week by a female artist in history.[136] The album slipped from number one to number two in its second week, selling 196,000 copies (321,000 with additional equivalent-album units). It remained at number two in its third week selling 153,000 copies (201,000 album equivalent units). Lemonade was certified platinum by the RIAA in June 2016. According to Nielsen's 2016 Year-end Report, it has sold 1.52 million copies and 2.1m album-equivalent units[image: External link] in the United States.[137] In Canada, the album debuted at number one with sales of 33,000 copies.[138]

The album debuted at number one on the UK Albums Chart[image: External link] selling 73,000 copies in its first week of release, with 10,000 equivalent sales (14% of the total sales) accounting for streaming, marking the largest ever for a number-one album since the chart included streaming.[139] The album marked the singer's third number-one album on that chart and was certified platinum by the British Phonographic Industry[image: External link] (BPI) on September 9, 2016 for shipment of 300,000 copies.[139][140] All of the album's tracks also debuted in the Top 100 of the Official Singles Chart[image: External link] in the UK.[141]

In Australia, Lemonade sold 20,490 digital copies to debut at the top spot and become Beyoncé's second consecutive number one album in that country.[142] It received a platinum certification by the Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link] (ARIA) for shipments of 70,000 copies.[143]
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American rapper Snoop Dogg[image: External link] named his Coolaid[image: External link] album after Beyoncé’s Lemonade.[144] Singer Florence Welch[image: External link] was inspired by the record: ''We’ve been listening to “Lemonade” before every show. It’s the record I dance around to before I go on stage."[145] At the 59th Annual Grammy Awards, Adele dedicated her Album of the Year award to Beyoncé and said: ''The artist of my life is Beyoncé... the Lemonade album, is just so monumental.”[146] Bill Condon, director of "Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]" says Lemonade's visuals inspired him for the movie: "You look at Beyonce’s brilliant movie Lemonade, this genre is taking on so many different forms… I do think that this very old-school break-out-into-song traditional musical is something that people understand again and really want.”[147]

The University of Texas at San Antonio[image: External link] offered a class in the Fall of 2016 based on the album. The course, titled 'Black Women, Beyoncé and Popular Culture,' explored how the visual album "is a meditation on contemporary black womanhood," before advancing and diving into the "theoretical, historical, and literary frameworks of black feminism," according to the syllabus.[148] Museum of Design Atlanta[image: External link] (MODA) announced “The Lemonade Project,” a 12-month series of conversations centered around the visual album. The series will explore the themes of race, gender and class addressed by the album.[149]
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Credits adapted from Tidal.[150]



	Lemonade – Disc one (Audio)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Pray You Catch Me[image: External link]"
	


	Kevin Garrett[image: External link]

	Beyoncé Knowles

	James Blake[image: External link]






	


	Garrett

	Knowles

	Jeremy McDonald






	3:15



	2.
	"Hold Up[image: External link]"
	


	Thomas Pentz[image: External link]

	Ezra Koenig[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Emile Haynie[image: External link]

	Joshua Tillman[image: External link]

	Uzoechi Emenike[image: External link]

	Sean Rhoden

	Doc Pomus[image: External link]

	Mort Shuman[image: External link]

	DeAndre Way[image: External link]

	Antonio Randolph

	Kelvin McConnell

	Brian Chase[image: External link]

	Karen Orzolek[image: External link]

	Nick Zinner[image: External link]






	


	Diplo[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Koenig






	3:41



	3.
	"Don't Hurt Yourself[image: External link]" (featuring Jack White[image: External link])
	


	Jack White[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Diana Gordon[image: External link]

	James Page[image: External link]

	Robert Plant[image: External link]

	John Jones[image: External link]

	John Bonham[image: External link]






	


	White

	Knowles

	Derek Dixie[a]






	3:53



	4.
	" Sorry[image: External link]"
	


	Gordon

	Rhoden

	Knowles






	


	Melo-X

	Knowles

	Gordon

	Hit-Boy[image: External link][a]

	HazeBanga[a]


	Stuart White[b]







	3:52



	5.
	"6 Inch[image: External link]" (featuring The Weeknd[image: External link])
	


	Abel Tesfaye[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Danny Schofield

	Ben Diehl

	Terius Nash

	Ahmad Balshe[image: External link]

	Jordan Asher[image: External link]

	Dave Portner[image: External link]

	Noah Lennox[image: External link]

	Brian Weeitz[image: External link]

	Burt Bacharach[image: External link]

	Hal David[image: External link]






	


	DannyBoyStyles

	Ben Billions

	Knowles

	Boots

	Dixie[b]






	4:20



	6.
	"Daddy Lessons[image: External link]"
	


	Gordon

	Knowles

	Kevin Cossom[image: External link]

	Alex Delicata






	


	Knowles

	Dixie[a]

	Delicata[a]






	4:47



	7.
	"Love Drought[image: External link]"
	


	Mike Dean[image: External link]

	Ingrid Burley[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Dean

	Knowles






	3:57



	8.
	" Sandcastles[image: External link]"
	


	Vincent Berry II

	Knowles

	Malik Yusef[image: External link]

	Midian Mathers






	


	Knowles

	Berry II






	3:02



	9.
	" Forward[image: External link]" (featuring James Blake[image: External link])
	


	Blake

	Knowles






	


	Blake

	Knowles






	1:19



	10.
	"Freedom" (featuring Kendrick Lamar)
	


	Jonathan Coffer[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Carla Williams

	Dean McIntosh[image: External link]

	Kendrick Duckworth

	Frank Tirado

	Alan Lomax[image: External link]

	John Lomax, Sr.[image: External link]






	


	Coffer

	Knowles

	Just Blaze[image: External link]






	4:49



	11.
	"All Night[image: External link]"
	


	Pentz

	Knowles

	Henry Allen

	Timothy Thomas[image: External link]

	Theron Thomas[image: External link]

	Ilsey Juber

	Akil King

	Aman Tekleab

	Jaramye Daniels

	André Benjamin[image: External link]

	Patrick Brown[image: External link]

	Antwan Patton[image: External link]






	


	Diplo

	Knowles

	King Henry[a]






	5:21



	12.
	"Formation"
	


	Michael Williams II[image: External link]

	Khalif Brown[image: External link]

	Asheton Hogan

	Knowles






	


	Mike Will Made It

	Knowles

	Pluss[a]






	3:26



	Total length:
	45:42






	Lemonade – Disc two (Visual)



	No.
	Title
	Director(s)
	Length



	13.
	"Lemonade"
	


	Khalil Joseph

	Knowles

	Melina Matsoukas[image: External link][b]

	Todd Tourso[b]


	Dikayl Rimmasch[b]


	
Jonas Åkerlund[image: External link][b]


	
Mark Romanek[image: External link][b]







	1:05:22




Notes


	
^[a] signifies a co-producer.

	
^[b] signifies an additional producer[image: External link] / director[image: External link].

	"Hold Up" features background vocals by Melo-X.

	"Don't Hurt Yourself" features background vocals by Ruby Amanfu[image: External link].

	"Sorry" features background vocals by Chrissy Collins.

	"6 Inch" features additional vocals by Belly[image: External link].

	"Freedom" features background vocals by Arrow Benjamin.

	"All Night" features background vocals by Diplo[image: External link] and King Henry.



Sample credits[150]


	"Hold Up" contains elements of "Can't Get Used to Losing You[image: External link]", written by Doc Pomus[image: External link] and Mort Shuman[image: External link], performed by Andy Williams[image: External link]; portions of "Turn My Swag On[image: External link]", written and performed by Soulja Boy[image: External link], Antonio Randolph, Kelvin McConnell and elements of " Maps[image: External link]", written and performed by Yeah Yeah Yeahs[image: External link] (Brian Chase[image: External link], Karen O[image: External link] and Nick Zinner[image: External link]).

	"Don't Hurt Yourself" contains samples of "When the Levee Breaks[image: External link]", written by Memphis Minnie[image: External link] and Led Zeppelin[image: External link], performed by Led Zeppelin (James Page[image: External link], Robert Plant[image: External link], John Paul Jones[image: External link], John Bonham[image: External link]).

	"6 Inch" contains samples of "Walk On By[image: External link]", written by Burt Bacharach[image: External link] and Hal David[image: External link], performed by Isaac Hayes[image: External link]; and an interpolation of "My Girls[image: External link]", written by Avey Tare[image: External link] (Dave Portner), Panda Bear[image: External link] (Noah Lennox) and Geologist[image: External link] (Brian Weeitz), performed by Animal Collective[image: External link].[15]


	"Freedom" contains samples of "Let Me Try", written by Frank Tirado, performed by Kaleidoscope; samples of "Collection Speech/Unidentified Lining Hymn", recorded by Alan Lomax[image: External link] in 1959, performed by Reverend R.C. Crenshaw; and samples of "Stewball", recorded by Alan Lomax and John Lomax, Sr.[image: External link] in 1947, performed by Prisoner "22" at Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman[image: External link].

	"All Night" contains a sample of "SpottieOttieDopaliscious"[image: External link], written by OutKast[image: External link] (André Benjamin[image: External link], Antwan Patton[image: External link]) and Sleepy Brown[image: External link] (Patrick Brown), performed by OutKast.

	"Lemonade" contains a sample of "The Court of the Crimson King[image: External link]", written by Ian McDonald[image: External link] and Peter Sinfield[image: External link], performed by King Crimson[image: External link].
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Credits from Beyoncé's official website.[151]



	
Beyoncé – primary artist, producer (all tracks), vocal producer (all tracks), executive producer

	Teresa LaBarbera Whites – A&R executive

	Dave Kutch – mastering engineer

	Stuart White – recording engineer (all tracks), mixing engineer (tracks 1–4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12), additional production (track 4)


	Ramon Rivas – second engineer (tracks 1–6, 7, 9, 10)


	John Cranfield – assistant recording engineer (track 1), assistant mixing engineer (tracks 1–4, 6, 7, 9, 10)


	Jon Shacter – assistant engineer (track 2)


	
Tony Maserati[image: External link] – mixing engineer (tracks 5, 8, 11)


	Tyler Scott – assistant mixing engineer (tracks 5, 11)


	James Krausse – assistant mixing engineer (track 5)


	Miles Comaskey – assistant mixing engineer (track 8)


	
Vance Powell[image: External link] – recording engineer (track 3)


	Joshua V. Smith – recording engineer (track 3), additional overdubs (track 3), Pro tools[image: External link] editing/recording (track 3)


	
Jaycen Joshua[image: External link] – mixing engineer (track 12)


	Maddox Chhim – assistant mixing engineer (track 12)


	David Nakaji – assistant mixing engineer (track 12)


	Arthur Chambazyan – assistant mixing engineer (track 12)


	
Jack White[image: External link] – featured artist (track 3), producer (track 3), bass guitar (track 3)


	
The Weeknd[image: External link] (Abel Tesfaye) – featured artist (track 5)


	
James Blake[image: External link] – featured artist (track 9), producer (track 9), piano (track 9), jupiter bass (track 1)


	
Kendrick Lamar (Kendrick Duckworth) – featured artist (track 10)


	
Kevin Garrett[image: External link] – producer (track 1), piano (track 1)


	
Diplo[image: External link] (Thomas Wesley Pentz) – producer (tracks 2, 11), drum programming (track 11), background vocals (track 11)


	
Ezra Koenig[image: External link] – producer (track 2)


	Melo-X (Sean Rhoden) – producer (track 3), background vocals (track 2)


	
Diana Gordon[image: External link] – producer (track 4)


	
Boots[image: External link] – producer (track 5), synth arrangement (track 8), additional programming (track 10)


	Dannyboystyles (Danny Schofield) – producer (track 5)


	Ben Billions (Ben Diehl) – producer (track 5)


	
Belly (Ahmad Balshe)[image: External link] – additional vocals (track 5)


	Alex Delicata – co-producer (track 6)


	
Mike Dean[image: External link] – producer (track 7), keyboards and drum programming (track 7) / track engineer (track 7)


	Vincent Berry II – producer (track 8), piano (track 8)


	
Jonny Coffer[image: External link] (Jonathan Coffer) – producer (track 10)


	
Arrow Benjamin[image: External link] – background vocals (track 10)


	King Henry (Henry Allen) – co-producer (track 11), background vocals (track 11), drum programming (track 11), guitar (track 11)


	
Mike Will Made It[image: External link] (Michael Len Williams II) – producer (track 12)


	
Swae Lee (Khalif Brown)[image: External link] – adlibs (track 12)


	Pluss (Asheton Hogan) – co-producer (track 12)


	Jeremy Mcdonald – producer (track 1)


	Derek Dixie – co-producer (tracks 3, 6), additional drum programming (tracks 3, 11), additional production (track 5), additional instrumentation (track 5, 11), drums and drum programming (track 6), band session leader (track 6), assistant recording engineer (track 6), horns arrangement (tracks 11, 12)


	
Hit-Boy[image: External link] – co-producer (track 4)


	Hazebanga – co-producer (track 4)


	
Just Blaze[image: External link] – producer (track 10)


	Ruby Amanfu – background vocals (track 3)


	
Big Freedia[image: External link] – additional background adlibs (track 12)


	Chrissy Collins – background vocals (track 4)


	
Eric Gorfain[image: External link] – orchestrations (tracks 1, 3, 11), strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	
Jon Brion[image: External link] – string arrangement (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Adrienne Woods – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Alma Fernandez – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Amy Wickman – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Anna Bulbrook – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Briana Bandy – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Charlie Bisharat – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Crystal Alforque – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Daphne Chen – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Denise Briese – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Fats Kaplan – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Geoff Osika – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Gina Kronstadt – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Ginger Murphy – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Grace Park – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Ina Veli – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Ira Glansbeek – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	John Krovoza – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Josefina Vergara – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Katie Sloan – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Leah Katz – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Lindsey Smith-Trestle – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Lisa Dondlinger – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Marisa Kuney – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Mark Watrous – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Neel Hammond – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Radu Pieptea – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Richard Dodd – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Rodney Wirtz – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Ryan Cross – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Serena McKinney – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Songa Lee – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Susan Chatman – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Terry Glenny – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Vanessa Fairbairn-Smith – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Yelena Yegoryan – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Greg Koller – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11) and keyboard (tracks 1, 11) and bass (track 11) engineer

	
Eric Caudieux[image: External link] – pro tools editing and keyboards recording engineer (tracks 1, 11) pro tools editing/recording (track 3)


	Jr Blender – guitar (track 2), drum programming (track 2)


	
Patrick Keeler[image: External link] – drums (track 3)


	
Mark Watrous[image: External link] – hammond organ (track 3)


	B. Carr – additional programming (track 4)


	Courtney Leonard – bass (track 6)


	Erick Walls – guitar (track 6)


	Christopher Gray – horns (track 6, 11)


	Peter Ortega – horns (track 6, 11)


	Randolph Ellis – horns (track 6, 11)


	Richard Lucchese – horns (track 6, 11)


	Patrick Williams – harmonica (track 6)


	Too Many Zooz – additional instrumentation (track 6)


	Lester Mendoza – additional instrumentation recording (track 3), band recording (track 6), horns recording (track 11) engineer

	Jack Chambazyan – synths (track 8)


	Myles William – additional programming (track 10)


	
Marcus Miller[image: External link] – bass (tracks 10, 11)


	Canei Finch – additional piano (track 10)


	Matt Doe – trumpet (track 12)
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2016)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums ( ARIA[image: External link])[152]

	1



	Australian Urban Albums ( ARIA[image: External link])[153]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria[image: External link])[154]

	9



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[155]

	1



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[156]

	9



	Brazilian DVDs ( ABPD[image: External link])[157]

	1



	
Canadian Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[158]

	1



	Croatian International Albums ( HDU[image: External link])[159]

	1



	Czech Albums (ČNS IFPI[image: External link])[160]

	1



	Danish Albums ( Hitlisten[image: External link])[161]

	3



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[162]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista[image: External link])[163]

	4



	French Albums ( SNEP[image: External link])[164]

	7



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100[image: External link])[165]

	3



	Greek Albums ( IFPI[image: External link])[166]

	7



	Hungarian Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[167]

	3



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[168]

	1



	Italian Albums ( FIMI[image: External link])[169]

	5



	Japanese Albums ( Oricon[image: External link])[170]

	43



	Mexican Albums ( AMPROFON[image: External link])[171]

	6



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[172]

	1



	Norwegian Albums ( VG-lista[image: External link])[173]

	1



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[174]

	2



	Portuguese Albums ( AFP[image: External link])[175]

	1



	Scottish Albums (OCC)[176]

	1



	South Korean Albums ( Gaon[image: External link])[177]

	14



	South Korean International Albums ( Gaon[image: External link])[178]

	1



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[179]

	2



	Swedish Albums ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[180]

	1



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[181]

	2



	Taiwanese Albums (Five Music)[182]

	1



	UK Albums (OCC)[183]

	1



	UK R&B Albums (OCC)[184]

	1



	US Billboard 200[185]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[186]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[187]

	3



	Australian Urban Albums (ARIA)[188]

	1



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[189]

	9



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[190]

	71



	Canadian Albums (Billboard)[191]

	10



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[192]

	75



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[193]

	13



	French Albums (SNEP)[194]

	130



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[195]

	70



	Hungarian Albums (MAHASZ)[196]

	94



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[197]

	64



	Polish Albums (ZPAV)[198]

	72



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[199]

	9



	South Korean Albums International (Gaon)[200]

	1



	Spanish Albums (PROMUSICAE)[201]

	42



	Swedish Albums Chart[202]

	33



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[203]

	32



	Turkish Albums (D&R)[204]

	9



	UK Albums (OCC)[205]

	11



	US Billboard 200[206]

	4



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[207]

	2



	Worldwide[208]

	1
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	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[143]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Belgium ( BEA[image: External link])[209]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Canada (Music Canada[image: External link])[210]

	Platinum
	101,000[211]




	New Zealand ( RMNZ[image: External link])[212]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Poland ( ZPAV[image: External link])[213]

	Gold
	10,000*




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[140]

	Platinum
	334,000[214]




	United States (RIAA)[215]

	Platinum
	1,700,000[5]




	Summaries



	Worldwide
	
	2,500,000[216]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format(s)
	Label
	Ref.



	Various
	April 23, 2016
	Streaming
	Parkwood
	[150]



	April 24, 2016
	Digital download[image: External link]
	


	Parkwood

	Columbia






	[217]



	Poland
	May 6, 2016
	


	CD[image: External link]

	DVD[image: External link]






	Sony Music[image: External link]
	[218]



	United States
	


	Parkwood

	Columbia






	[219]



	Various
	July 28, 2017
	Vinyl[image: External link]
	


	Parkwood

	Columbia






	[220]
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	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2016[image: External link]

	List of Billboard number-one R&B/hip-hop albums of 2016[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2016 (Canada)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2016 (Ireland)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2016 (Australia)[image: External link]

	List of UK Albums Chart number ones of the 2010s[image: External link]

	List of UK R&B Albums Chart number ones of 2016[image: External link]
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Billboard 200





The Billboard 200 is a record chart[image: External link] ranking the 200 most popular music albums[image: External link] and EPs in the United States[image: External link], published weekly by Billboard magazine. It is frequently used to convey the popularity of an artist[image: External link] or groups of artists. Often, a recording act will be remembered by its "number ones[image: External link]", those of their albums that outperformed all others during at least one week.

The chart is based mostly on sales (both at retail[image: External link] and digital[image: External link]) of albums in the United States. The weekly sales period was originally Monday to Sunday when Nielsen[image: External link] started tracking sales in 1991, but since July 2015, tracking week begins on Friday (to coincide with the Global Release Date of the music industry[image: External link]) and ends on Thursday. A new chart is published the following Tuesday with an issue post-dated to the Saturday of the following week. The chart's streaming schedule is also tracked from Friday to Thursday.[1]


	Friday January 1 – sales tracking week begins

	Thursday January 7 – sales tracking week ends

	Tuesday January 12 – new chart published, with issue date of Saturday January 23.



New product is released to the American market on Fridays. Digital downloads[image: External link] of albums are also included in Billboard 200 tabulation. Albums that are not licensed for retail sale in the United States (yet purchased in the U.S. as imports) are not eligible to chart. A long-standing policy which made titles that are sold exclusively by specific retail outlets (such as Walmart[image: External link] and Starbucks[image: External link]) ineligible for charting, was reversed on November 7, 2007, and took effect in the issue dated November 17.[2]

Beginning with the December 13, 2014 issue, Billboard updated the methodology of their album chart to also include on-demand streaming and digital track sales (as measured by Nielsen SoundScan) by way of a new algorithm, utilizing data from all of the major on-demand audio subscription and online music sales services[image: External link] in the United States.[3]

As of the issue dated May 20, 2017, the number-one album on the Billboard 200 is Damn[image: External link] by Kendrick Lamar.[4]
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 History




Billboard began an album chart in 1945. Initially only five positions long, the album chart was not published on a weekly basis, sometimes three to seven weeks passing before it was updated. A biweekly (though with a few gaps), 15-position Best-Selling Popular Albums chart appeared in 1955. With the increase in album sales as the early 1950s format wars stabilized into market dominance by 45 RPM singles and long-playing twelve-inch albums, with 78 RPM record and long-playing ten-inch album sales decreasing dramatically, Billboard premiered a weekly Best-Selling Popular Albums chart on March 24, 1956. The position count varied anywhere from 10 to 30 albums. The first number-one album on the new weekly list was Belafonte by Harry Belafonte[image: External link]. The chart was renamed to Best-Selling Pop Albums later in 1956, and then to Best-Selling Pop LPs in 1957.

Beginning on May 25, 1959, Billboard split the ranking into two charts Best-Selling Stereophonic LPs for stereo[image: External link] albums (30 positions) and Best-Selling Monophonic LPs for mono[image: External link] albums (50 positions). These were renamed to Stereo Action Charts (30 positions) and Mono Action Charts (40 positions) in 1960. In January 1961, they became Action Albums—Stereophonic (15 positions) and Action Albums—Monophonic (25 positions). Three months later, they became Top LPs—Stereo (50 positions) and Top LPs—Monaural (150 positions).

On August 17, 1963 the stereo and mono charts were combined into a 150-position chart called Top LPs. On April 1, 1967, the chart was expanded to 175 positions, then finally to 200 positions on May 13, 1967. In February 1972, the album chart's title was changed to Top LPs & Tape; in 1984 it was retitled Top 200 Albums; in 1985 it was retitled again to Top Pop Albums; in 1991 it became The Billboard 200 Top Albums; and it was given its current title of The Billboard 200 on March 14, 1992.
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 Catalog albums




In 1960, Billboard began concurrently publishing album charts which ranked sales of older or mid-priced titles. These Essential Inventory charts were divided by stereo and mono albums, and featured titles that had already appeared on the main stereo and mono album charts. Mono albums were moved to the Essential Inventory—Mono chart (25 positions) after spending 40 weeks on the Mono Action Chart, and stereo albums were moved to the Essential Inventory—Stereo chart (20 positions) after 20 weeks on the Stereo Action Chart.

In January 1961, the Action Charts became Action Albums—Monophonic (24 positions), and Action Albums—Stereophonic (15 positions). Albums appeared on either chart for up to nine weeks, then were moved to an Essential Inventory list of approximately 200 titles, with no numerical ranking. This list continued to be published until the consolidated Top LPs chart debuted in 1963.

In 1982, Billboard began publishing a Midline Albums chart (alternatively titled Midline LPs) which ranked older or mid-priced titles. The chart held 50 positions and was published on a bi-weekly (and later tri-weekly) basis.

On May 25, 1991, Billboard premiered the Top Pop Catalog Albums[image: External link] chart. The criteria for this chart were albums that were more than 18 months old and had fallen below position 100 on the Billboard 200.[5] An album needed not have charted on the Billboard 200 at all to qualify for catalog status.

Starting with the issue dated December 5, 2009, however, the catalog limitations which removed albums over 18 months old, that have dropped below position 100 and have no currently-running single, from the Billboard 200 was lifted, turning the chart into an all-inclusive list of the 200 highest-selling albums in the country (essentially changing Top Comprehensive Albums[image: External link] into the Billboard 200). A new chart that keeps the previous criteria for the Billboard 200 (dubbed Top Current Albums) was also introduced in the same issue.[6]
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 Holiday albums




Billboard has adjusted its policies for Christmas[image: External link][7] and holiday[7] albums several times. The albums were eligible for the main album charts until 1963, when a Christmas Albums list was created. Albums appearing here were not listed on the Top LPs chart. In 1974, this rule was reverted and holiday albums again appeared within the main list.

In 1983, the Christmas Albums chart was resurrected, but a title's appearance here did not disqualify it from appearing on the Top Pop Albums chart. In 1994 the chart was retitled Top Holiday Albums. As of 2009 the chart holds 50 positions and is run for several weeks during the end-of-calendar-year holiday season. Its current policy allows holiday albums to concurrently chart on the Top Holiday Albums list and the Billboard 200.
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 Incorporation of streaming data and track sales




See also: album-equivalent unit[image: External link]


Beginning with the December 13, 2014 issue, Billboard updated the methodology of its album chart again, changing from a "pure sales-based ranking" to one measuring "multi-metric consumption".[3] With this overhaul, the Billboard 200 includes on-demand streaming and digital track sales (as measured by Nielsen SoundScan) by way of a new algorithm, utilizing data from all of the major on-demand audio subscription services including Spotify[image: External link], Beats Music[image: External link], Google Play[image: External link] and Xbox Music[image: External link]. Under the new methodology, ten track sales or 1,500 song streams from an album are treated as equivalent to one purchase of the album. Billboard will continue to publish a pure album sales chart, called Top Album Sales, that maintains the traditional Billboard 200 methodology, based exclusively on SoundScan's sales data.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Nielsen SoundScan




Since May 25, 1991, the Billboard 200's positions have been derived from Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link] sales data, as of 2008 contributed by approximately 14,000 music sellers. Because these numbers are supplied by a subset of sellers rather than record labels[image: External link], it is common for these numbers to be substantially lower than those reported by the Recording Industry Association of America when Gold, Platinum and Diamond album[image: External link] awards are announced (RIAA awards reflect wholesale shipments, not retail sales).
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 Year-end charts




Billboard's "chart year" runs from the first week of December to the final week in November. This altered calendar allows for Billboard to calculate year-end charts and release them in time for its final print issue in the last week of December. Prior to Nielsen SoundScan, year-end charts were calculated by an inverse-point system based solely on an album's performance on the Billboard 200 (for example, an album would be given one point for a week spent at position 200, two points for a week spent at position 199... up to 200 points for each week spent at number one). Other factors including the total weeks on the chart and at its peak position were calculated into an album's year-end total.

After Billboard began obtaining sales information from Nielsen SoundScan, the year-end charts are now calculated by a very straightforward cumulative total of yearlong sales. This gives a more accurate picture of any given year's best-selling albums, as a title that hypothetically spent nine weeks at number one in March could possibly have sold fewer copies than one spending six weeks at number three in January. Interestingly, albums at the peak of their popularity at the time of the November/December chart-year cutoff many times end up ranked lower than one would expect on a year-end tally, yet are ranked on the following year's chart as well, as their cumulative points are split between the two chart-years.
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 Uses




The Billboard 200 can be helpful to radio[image: External link] stations as an indication of the types of music listeners are interested in hearing. Retailers[image: External link] can also find it useful as a way to determine which recordings should be given the most prominent display in a store. Other outlets, such as airline[image: External link] music services, also employ the Billboard charts to determine their programming.
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 Limitations




The chart omits unit sales for listed albums and total recorded sales, making it impossible to determine, for example, if the number-one album this week sold as well as the number-one from the same period in the prior year. It is also impossible to determine the relative success of albums on a single chart; there is no indication of whether the number-one album sold thousands more copies than number 50, or only dozens more. All music genres[image: External link] are combined, but there are separate Billboard charts for individual market segments. The complete sales data broken down by location is made available, but only in the form of separate SoundScan subscriptions.
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 All-Time Billboard 200 achievements (1963–2015)




In 2015, Billboard magazine compiled a ranking of the 100 best-performing albums on the chart over the 52 years, along with the best-performing artists.[8] Shown below are the top 10 albums and top 10 artists over the 52-year period of the Billboard 200, through October 2015. Also shown are the artists placing the most albums on the overall "all-time" top 100 album list.
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 Top 10 albums of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Rank
	Album
	Year released
	Artist(s)
	Peak and duration



	1
	21[image: External link]
	
2011


	Adele
	#1 for 24 weeks



	2
	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	
1965


	Soundtrack
	#1 for 2 weeks



	3
	Thriller[image: External link]
	
1983


	Michael Jackson
	#1 for 37 weeks



	4
	Fearless[image: External link]
	
2008


	Taylor Swift
	#1 for 11 weeks



	5
	Born in the U.S.A.[image: External link]
	
1984


	Bruce Springsteen
	#1 for 7 weeks



	6
	Ropin' the Wind[image: External link]
	
1991


	Garth Brooks[image: External link]
	#1 for 18 weeks



	7
	Jagged Little Pill[image: External link]
	
1995


	Alanis Morissette[image: External link]
	#1 for 12 weeks



	8
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link]
	
1966


	Soundtrack
	#1 for 1 week



	9
	All the Right Reasons[image: External link]
	
2005


	Nickelback
	#1 for 1 week



	10
	Tapestry[image: External link]
	
1971


	Carole King
	#1 for 15 weeks




Source:[9]
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 Top 10 albums artists of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Rank
	Artist



	1
	The Beatles[image: External link]



	2
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]



	3
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]



	4
	Garth Brooks[image: External link]



	5
	Elton John[image: External link]



	6
	Mariah Carey



	7
	Herb Alpert[image: External link]



	8
	Taylor Swift



	9
	Chicago[image: External link]



	10
	Michael Jackson




Source:[10]
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 Artists with the most albums on Billboard's Top 200 Albums of All-Time (1963–2015)






	Number of

albums
	Artist
	Albums (ranking)



	
5


	The Beatles[image: External link]
	
Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band[image: External link] (54), A Hard Day's Night[image: External link] (105), 1[image: External link] (131), Abbey Road[image: External link] (135), Meet the Beatles![image: External link] (187)



	
4


	Taylor Swift
	
Fearless[image: External link] (4), Taylor Swift[image: External link] (18), 1989[image: External link] (64), Red[image: External link] (140)



	Led Zeppelin[image: External link]
	
Led Zeppelin II[image: External link] (146), Houses of the Holy[image: External link] (185), Led Zeppelin IV[image: External link] (194), In Through the Out Door[image: External link] (198)



	
3


	Michael Jackson
	
Thriller[image: External link] (3), Bad[image: External link] (138), Off the Wall[image: External link] (149)



	Nickelback
	
All the Right Reasons[image: External link] (9), Silver Side Up[image: External link] (162), Dark Horse[image: External link] (182)



	Whitney Houston
	
Whitney Houston[image: External link] (11), The Bodyguard[image: External link] (23), Whitney[image: External link] (159)



	Herb Alpert[image: External link]
	
Whipped Cream & Other Delights[image: External link] (13), Going Places[image: External link] (44), What Now My Love[image: External link] (170)



	Elton John[image: External link]
	
Goodbye Yellow Brick Road[image: External link] (39), Honky Château[image: External link] (145), Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy[image: External link] (175)



	Mariah Carey
	
Mariah Carey[image: External link] (50), The Emancipation of Mimi[image: External link] (52), Music Box[image: External link] (87)



	Janet Jackson
	
Control[image: External link] (72), Janet Jackson's Rhythm Nation 1814[image: External link] (94), Janet[image: External link] (119)



	
2


	Garth Brooks[image: External link]
	
Ropin' the Wind[image: External link] (6), No Fences[image: External link] (29)



	Fleetwood Mac[image: External link]
	
Rumours[image: External link] (15), Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] (74)



	Celine Dion
	
Falling into You[image: External link] (21), Let's Talk About Love[image: External link] (164)



	Pink Floyd[image: External link]
	
The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] (31), The Wall[image: External link] (92)



	Creed[image: External link]
	
Human Clay[image: External link] (34), Weathered[image: External link] (181)



	Santana[image: External link]
	
Supernatural[image: External link] (36), Abraxas[image: External link] (114)



	Backstreet Boys[image: External link]
	
Backstreet Boys[image: External link] (42), Millennium[image: External link] (70)



	Eminem
	
The Eminem Show[image: External link] (56), Recovery[image: External link] (93)



	Boyz II Men
	
II[image: External link] (61), Cooleyhighharmony[image: External link] (129)



	Green Day[image: External link]
	
American Idiot[image: External link] (73), Dookie[image: External link] (172)



	Nelly[image: External link]
	
Country Grammar[image: External link] (85), Nellyville[image: External link] (174)



	John Denver[image: External link]
	
John Denver's Greatest Hits[image: External link] (86), Back Home Again[image: External link] (193)



	Chicago[image: External link]
	
Chicago II[image: External link] (89), Chicago V[image: External link] (165)



	The Black Eyed Peas
	
The E.N.D[image: External link] (96), Monkey Business[image: External link] (134)



	Justin Timberlake
	
FutureSex/LoveSounds[image: External link] (97), The 20/20 Experience[image: External link] (200)



	Mumford & Sons[image: External link]
	
Sigh No More[image: External link] (106), Babel[image: External link] (116)



	Alicia Keys
	
Songs in A Minor[image: External link] (107), As I Am[image: External link] (128)



	NSYNC[image: External link]
	
No Strings Attached[image: External link] (111), NSYNC[image: External link] (137)



	The Monkees[image: External link]
	
The Monkees[image: External link] (132), More of the Monkees[image: External link] (156)



	Eagles[image: External link]
	
The Long Run[image: External link] (148), One of These Nights[image: External link] (155)



	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	
Glass Houses[image: External link] (168), 52nd Street[image: External link] (191)




Source:[9]
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 Artist milestones
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 Most top-ten albums




Source:[11][12]


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (37)

	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] (34)

	
Frank Sinatra[image: External link] (33)

	
The Beatles[image: External link] (32)

	
Elvis Presley[image: External link] (27)
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 Most number-one albums




Source:[13][14]


	
The Beatles[image: External link] (19)

	
Jay Z (13)

	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] (11)

	
Bruce Springsteen (10) (tie)


	
Elvis Presley[image: External link] (10) (tie)


	
Garth Brooks[image: External link] (9) (tie)


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (9) (tie)
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 Most consecutive number-one studio albums




Source:[15][16][17][18]


	
The Beatles[image: External link] (8) (tie)


	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (8) (tie)


	
Elton John[image: External link] (7) (tie)


	
Eminem (7) (tie)


	
Kanye West (7) (tie)


	
Metallica[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Beyoncé (6) (tie)


	
Dave Matthews Band[image: External link] (6) (tie)
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 Most consecutive studio albums to debut at number-one




Source:[17][19][20] [21]


	
Kanye West (7)

	
Metallica[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Beyoncé (6) (tie)


	
Dave Matthews Band[image: External link] (6) (tie)


	
Eminem (6) (tie)


	
Madonna (5) (tie)


	
U2[image: External link] (5) (tie)


	
Disturbed[image: External link] (5) (tie)
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 Most cumulative weeks at number one





	
The Beatles[image: External link] (132)

	
Elvis Presley[image: External link] (67)

	
Michael Jackson (51) (tie)


	
Garth Brooks[image: External link] (51) (tie)


	
Whitney Houston (46) (tie)


	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] (46) (tie)
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 Most albums in the top 10 simultaneously





	
Prince (5) 2016

	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] (4 for 5 consecutive weeks) 1959 [22][23][24][25][26]


	
Herb Alpert & the Tijuana Brass[image: External link] (4) 1966

	Peter, Paul & Mary (3)

	
Whitney Houston (3) 2012[27]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] (3) 2014
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 Most albums in the Top 200 simultaneously





	
Prince (19) 2016[28]


	
The Beatles[image: External link] (13) 2014[29]


	
Whitney Houston (10) 2012[30]


	
David Bowie[image: External link] (10) 2016[29]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] (9) 1979[31]


	
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young[image: External link] (8) 1971[32]


	
The Monkees[image: External link] (7) 1986[33]


	
U2[image: External link] (7)

	
Pearl Jam[image: External link] (7) 2001[34]
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 Album milestones
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 Most weeks at number one





	(54 weeks) West Side Story[image: External link] – Soundtrack (1962–63) - this is its run on the stereo album chart; it was only number one for twelve weeks on the mono album chart

	(37 weeks) Thriller[image: External link] – Michael Jackson (1983–84)


	(31 weeks) Rumours[image: External link] – Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] (1977–78)


	(31 weeks) South Pacific[image: External link] – Soundtrack (1958–59)


	(31 weeks) Calypso[image: External link] – Harry Belafonte[image: External link] (1956–57)


	(24 weeks) 21[image: External link] – Adele (2011–12)


	(24 weeks) Purple Rain[image: External link] – Prince and the Revolution[image: External link]/Soundtrack (1984–85)


	(24 weeks) Saturday Night Fever: The Original Movie Sound Track[image: External link] – Bee Gees[image: External link]/Soundtrack (1978)


	(21 weeks) Please Hammer, Don't Hurt 'Em[image: External link] – MC Hammer[image: External link] (1990)


	(20 weeks) The Bodyguard: Original Soundtrack Album[image: External link] – Whitney Houston/Soundtrack (1992–93)


	(20 weeks) Blue Hawaii[image: External link] – Elvis Presley[image: External link]/Soundtrack (1961–62) - this is its run on the mono album chart; it was only number one for four weeks on the stereo album chart
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 Most weeks on the chart





	Note that totals are for the main albums chart only, catalog chart totals are not factored in.[35]




	(927 weeks) The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] – Pink Floyd[image: External link][36]


	(490 weeks) Johnny's Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Johnny Mathis[image: External link]


	(480 weeks) My Fair Lady[image: External link] – Original Cast Recording

	(468 weeks) Legend[image: External link] – Bob Marley and the Wailers[image: External link][37]


	(459 weeks) Journey's Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Journey[image: External link][38]


	(429 weeks) Metallica[image: External link] – Metallica[image: External link][39]


	(397 weeks) Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Guns N' Roses[image: External link][40]


	(360 weeks) Nevermind[image: External link] – Nirvana[image: External link][41]


	(339 weeks) Curtain Call: The Hits[image: External link] – Eminem[42]


	(331 weeks) Highlights from the Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] – Original Cast Recording

	(324 weeks) 21[image: External link] – Adele


	(322 weeks) Doo-Wops & Hooligans[image: External link] – Bruno Mars


	(318 weeks) Tapestry[image: External link] – Carole King[43]


	(318 weeks) The Eminem Show[image: External link] – Eminem

	(313 weeks) Chronicle: The 20 Greatest Hits[image: External link] – Creedence Clearwater Revival[image: External link]


	(305 weeks) Oklahoma![image: External link] – Soundtrack

	(295 weeks) Heavenly[image: External link] – Johnny Mathis

	(293 weeks) Thriller[image: External link] – Michael Jackson


	(289 weeks) Led Zeppelin IV[image: External link] – Led Zeppelin[image: External link][44]


	(288 weeks) The Foundation[image: External link] – Zac Brown Band[image: External link][45]
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 Biggest jumps to number one





	(176–1) Life After Death[image: External link] – The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] (April 12, 1997)


	(173–1) Vitalogy[image: External link] – Pearl Jam[image: External link] (December 24, 1994)


	(156–1) In Rainbows[image: External link] – Radiohead[image: External link] (January 19, 2008)


	(137–1) Ghetto D[image: External link] – Master P[image: External link] (September 20, 1997)


	(122–1) More of The Monkees[image: External link] – The Monkees[image: External link] (February 11, 1967)


	(112–1) MP da Last Don[image: External link] – Master P[image: External link] (June 20, 1998)


	(98–1) Beatles '65[image: External link] – The Beatles[image: External link] (January 9, 1965)


	(61–1) Help![image: External link] – The Beatles[image: External link] (September 11, 1965)


	(60–1) Rubber Soul[image: External link] – The Beatles[image: External link] (January 8, 1966)


	(53–1) Ballad of the Green Berets – Barry Sadler[image: External link] (March 12, 1966)





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Biggest drops from number one





	(1–43) This House Is Not for Sale[image: External link] – Bon Jovi[image: External link] (December 3, 2016)


	(1–41) A Pentatonix Christmas[image: External link] – Pentatonix[image: External link][46] (January 21, 2017)


	(1–37) Light Grenades[image: External link] – Incubus[image: External link] (December 23, 2006)


	(1–26) Mission Bell[image: External link] – Amos Lee[image: External link][47] (February 19, 2011)


	(1–26) I Like It When You Sleep, for You Are So Beautiful Yet So Unaware of It[image: External link] – The 1975[image: External link][48] (March 26, 2016)


	(1–25) Showroom of Compassion[image: External link] – Cake[image: External link][49] (February 5, 2011)


	(1–24) Christmas[image: External link] – Michael Bublé[image: External link][50] (January 14, 2012)


	(1–24) Blue Slide Park[image: External link] – Mac Miller[image: External link] (December 3, 2011)


	(1–22) Burning Lights[image: External link] – Chris Tomlin[image: External link][51] (February 2, 2013)


	(1–21) The Golden Age of Grotesque[image: External link] – Marilyn Manson[image: External link] (June 7, 2003)


	(1–20) Walls[image: External link] – Kings of Leon[image: External link][52] (November 12, 2016)


	(1–19) The Circle[image: External link] – Bon Jovi[image: External link] (December 5, 2009)


	(1–19) 1000 Forms of Fear[image: External link] – Sia[image: External link] (August 2, 2014)


	(1–19) Drones[image: External link] – Muse[image: External link] (July 4, 2015)
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 Additional milestones





	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] is the only artist to have number 1 albums in 6 decades. Her first was the 1964 album People[image: External link] and her most recent was the 2016 album Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway[image: External link], with a few weeks shy of 52 years between the two hitting number 1.

	The first album to debut at number one was Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy[image: External link] by Elton John[image: External link].[53] John repeated the same feat with the album Rock of the Westies[image: External link] – the second album to debut at number one – making John the first artist to have two consecutive studio albums debut at number one.[53] Whitney Houston's second album Whitney[image: External link] was the first album by a female artist to debut at number one.

	In the early 1960s, Bob Newhart[image: External link] had the accomplishment of having the number-one and number-two albums simultaneously on the Billboard albums chart, with The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart[image: External link] and The Button-Down Mind Strikes Back! This feat was equaled by The Beatles[image: External link] multiple times. They did this twice in 1964 with Meet The Beatles![image: External link] and Introducing... The Beatles[image: External link], and then with A Hard Day's Night[image: External link] and Something New[image: External link], followed in 1969 with the album The Beatles[image: External link] (commonly known as The White Album) and the soundtrack for the film Yellow Submarine[image: External link]. In 1991, Guns N' Roses[image: External link] held the top two with Use Your Illusion I[image: External link] and Use Your Illusion II[image: External link], in 2004, Nelly[image: External link]'s Suit[image: External link] and Sweat[image: External link] and in 2017, Future[image: External link]'s Future[image: External link] and HNDRXX[image: External link].[54]


	As a musician, Paul McCartney[image: External link] has the most number-one albums, with 26. This includes 19 albums from his work with The Beatles[image: External link] (referenced earlier in this article), 2 solo albums, and 5 albums as a part of his 1970s group Wings[image: External link]. John Lennon is in second place with 22, including 19 albums with The Beatles[image: External link], 2 solo albums, and 1 album credited to him and his wife Yoko Ono[image: External link].

	McCartney also has the most top 10 albums, with 50. This includes 32 with The Beatles[image: External link] (referenced earlier in this article), 8 albums with the group Wings[image: External link], 1 album credited to him and his first wife Linda McCartney[image: External link], and 9 solo albums.[55]


	As of 2008, Pink Floyd[image: External link]'s The Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] has been on the charts for over 1,630 weeks, or approximately 31 years. Consecutively, the album spent a record 925 weeks on the Billboard 200. The other weeks were spent on the Top Pop Catalog Albums chart. Its closest rival is Bob Marley[image: External link]'s Legend[image: External link], checking in at over 975 weeks (Billboard 200 and Top Pop Catalog Albums combined).

	
Tapestry[image: External link] by Carole King holds the record for the longest time for an album by a female solo artist to remain on the Billboard albums chart, with over six years. King also holds the record for most consecutive weeks at number one on the Billboard 200 for any one album by a female solo artist with 15 weeks, also by Tapestry.[56]


	
Forever Your Girl[image: External link] by Paula Abdul[image: External link] spent 64 consecutive weeks on the Billboard 200 before hitting number one, making it the longest time for an album to reach the number-one spot, while the soundtrack to O Brother, Where Art Thou[image: External link] took 63 weeks to reach number one in 2001 making it the longest run since Nielsen SoundScan began tracking sales.

	The only EPs to reach number one on the chart are Alice in Chains[image: External link]'s Jar of Flies[image: External link] in 1994, Linkin Park[image: External link] and Jay-Z[image: External link]'s collaboration EP, Collision Course[image: External link] in 2004, the cast of the television series Glee[image: External link] with Glee: The Music, The Power of Madonna[image: External link] and Glee: The Music, Journey to Regionals[image: External link] in 2010, and Bad Meets Evil[image: External link]'s Hell: The Sequel[image: External link].

	
The Monkees[image: External link] are the only band to have had four number-one albums in the same year.[57] Elvis Presley[image: External link],[58] The Kingston Trio[image: External link],[59] The Beatles[image: External link], and the cast of the television series Glee[image: External link] had three different albums hit number one in the same year. Fourteen artists have had two different albums hit number one in the same year: The Kingston Trio[image: External link] in 1959,[59][60] Beyoncé, Led Zeppelin[image: External link], DMX, Jay-Z[image: External link], Garth Brooks[image: External link], 2Pac[image: External link], System of a Down[image: External link], Eminem, Susan Boyle[image: External link], One Direction[image: External link], Justin Timberlake, Drake[image: External link] and Future[image: External link].

	
Prince is the only artist to have five albums simultaneously in the top ten, which occurred for a week in May 2016.

	
The Kingston Trio[image: External link] had four albums simultaneously in the top ten, which occurred for five consecutive weeks in November and December 1959.[22][23][24][25][26][61][62] Herb Alpert[image: External link] and The Tijuana Brass matched this with four albums in the Top Ten in April 1966.[63]


	In 2001, Britney Spears became the first female artist in the chart's history to have her first three albums debut at number one. She broke this record two years later with a fourth number-one debut.[64] With the number-one debut of her Circus[image: External link] album in 2008, Spears also became the youngest female artist in history to have five number-one albums.[65] She later beat the record when her 7th studio album, Femme Fatale[image: External link] debuted at number one on April, 2011.

	The first UK solo artist to debut at number one with a debut album is Leona Lewis[image: External link] on April 26, 2008 with the album Spirit[image: External link].[66] The first UK group to debut at number one with a debut album is One Direction[image: External link] on March 31, 2012 with the album Up All Night[image: External link].[67]


	Oldest male to debut at number one: Tony Bennett[image: External link] on October 8, 2011 (85 years, 66 days old) with the album Duets II[image: External link]. He was born August 3, 1926. Later, he surpassed his own record when his collaborative album with Lady Gaga, Cheek to Cheek[image: External link] debuted at number one on October 11, 2014 (88 years, 69 days old).

	Oldest female to debut at number one: Barbra Streisand[image: External link] on September 17, 2016 (74 years, 146 days old) with the album Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway[image: External link]. She was born April 24, 1942.

	The issue dated July 11, 2009 was the first time any catalog album outsold the number-one album on the Billboard 200. Three of Michael Jackson's albums (Number Ones[image: External link], The Essential Michael Jackson[image: External link] and Thriller[image: External link]) claimed positions 1-3 respectively on Top Pop Catalog Albums and Top Comprehensive Albums in the week following Jackson's death.[68][69]


	With 24 weeks at number one for her album, Adele holds the record for the longest time for a solo album by a female to remain at the top of the Billboard 200. This run was concurrent with her three number-one singles on the Hot 100.

	In 2012, Adam Lambert[image: External link] became the first openly gay[image: External link] musician to debut at No. 1 with his album Trespassing[image: External link].[70]


	There have been 23 albums released on an independent label[image: External link] to reach No. 1 on the Billboard 200.[71]


	As of September 27, 2015, only fourteen artists had topped the Billboard 200 without having had any singles appear on the Hot 100: Van Cliburn[image: External link], Bob Newhart[image: External link], Judy Garland[image: External link] (who had hit singles which predated the Hot 100), Vaughn Meader[image: External link], Frank Fontaine[image: External link], Blind Faith[image: External link], Pantera[image: External link], Bob Carlisle[image: External link] (whose hit song "Butterfly Kisses[image: External link]" was ineligible for the Hot 100 but charted on radio airplay charts), Il Divo[image: External link], Slipknot[image: External link], Vampire Weekend[image: External link], The Decemberists[image: External link], Amos Lee[image: External link] and Lecrae[image: External link].[72] Jackie Gleason[image: External link], at least for a time, held the record for the most albums to top the Billboard 200 without charting any songs in the top 40 of the Hot 100; three of Gleason's mood music albums topped the Billboard 200 in the mid-1950s.[73]


	As of December 18, 2013, Beyoncé became the only female artist to have her first 5 studio albums debut at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, following the release of her self-titled album Beyoncé.[18]


	
One Direction[image: External link] became the first group in history to debut at No. 1 with its first three albums when Midnight Memories[image: External link] debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 dated December 14, 2013. They later became the first group to debut at No. 1 with their first four albums when Four[image: External link] debuted atop the chart on November 26, 2014.[74]


	
Led Zeppelin[image: External link] hold the record for the longest gap between an album returning to the Top 10. Led Zeppelin[image: External link] first hit the Top 10 on the Billboard Top LP's chart for the week ending 17 May 1969 and returned 45 years and 35 days later at No.7, on the Billboard 200, for the week ending 21 June 2014.

	On May 1, 2016, Beyoncé broke the record she previously set in 2013, by becoming the only female artist to have her first 6 studio albums debut at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, following the release of her sixth studio album Lemonade. Beyoncé also becomes the first and only artist in Billboard chart history to have all of her studio albums debut at No. 1, breaking a tied record with DMX.

	On May 22, 2016, Coloring Book[image: External link] by Chance the Rapper[image: External link] became the first streaming-only album to chart on the Billboard 200, debuting at No. 8, with the album being streamed 57.3 million times in its first week, which was equivalent to 38,000 units sold.[75]


	On March 18, 2017, Future[image: External link] made history by achieving back-to-back No. 1 album debuts in successive weeks with Future[image: External link] and HNDRXX[image: External link] for the first time in the chart's history.[54]
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	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums[image: External link]
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Joel Whitburn[image: External link] Presents the Billboard Albums, 6th edition, ISBN 0-89820-166-7[image: External link]


	Whitburn, Joel (1991). The Billboard Book of Top 40 Albums (Revised and enlarged 2nd ed.). Billboard Books. ISBN  0-8230-7534-6[image: External link].

	Additional information obtained can be verified within Billboard's online archive services[image: External link] and print editions of the magazine.
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List of best-selling music Artists





This list includes music artists with claims of 75 million or more record sales. The artists in the following tables are listed with both their claimed sales figure along with their total of certified units and are ranked in descending order, with the artist with the highest amount of claimed sales at the top. If two or more artists have the same claimed sales, they are then ranked by certified units. The claimed sales figure and the total of certified units (for each country) within the provided sources include sales of albums, singles, compilation-albums, music videos as well as downloads of singles and full-length albums. Sales figures, such as those from Soundscan[image: External link], which are sometimes published by Billboard magazine, have not been included in the certified units column. As of 2017, based on both sales claims and certified units, The Beatles[image: External link] are considered the highest-selling band. Elvis Presley[image: External link] is considered the highest-selling individual artist based on sales claims and Rihanna is the highest-selling individual artist based on certified units.

Definitions

All artists included on this list, which have begun charting on official albums or singles charts have their available claimed figures supported by at least 20% in certified units[image: External link]. That is why Cliff Richard[image: External link], Diana Ross, Scorpions[image: External link], Charles Aznavour[image: External link], Bing Crosby[image: External link], Gloria Estefan[image: External link], Deep Purple[image: External link], Iron Maiden[image: External link], Tom Jones[image: External link], The Jackson 5[image: External link], Dionne Warwick[image: External link], the Spice Girls[image: External link], Luciano Pavarotti[image: External link], Dolly Parton[image: External link], Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link], Andrea Bocelli[image: External link] and others have not been included on this list. The more recent the artist, the higher the required percentage of certified units, so artists such as Rihanna, Taylor Swift, Flo Rida, Katy Perry[image: External link], Lady Gaga, Adele, Justin Bieber and Bruno Mars are expected to have their claimed figures supported by over 75% in certified units. The certified units are sourced from available online databases of local music industry[image: External link] associations. All certified units are converted from Gold/Platinum/Diamond certification awards based on criteria provided by certifying bodies. The certified sales percentage varies according to the first year that an artist appeared in the charts.[a]

The requirements of certified sales are designed to avoid inflated sales figures, which are frequently practiced by record companies for promotional purposes.[1][2] The claimed figures are referenced from online articles created by highly reliable sources. For clarity, the sources used, say the term "records" (singles, albums, videos) and not "albums". However, if all available sources for an artist or band say "albums", such sources are only used if the certified album units of the said artist meet the required percentage amount. This list uses claimed figures that are closest to artists' available certified units: inflated claimed figures that meet the required certified units amount but are unrealistically high, are not used.

The claimed figures are upgraded only when there is a significant progress in artists' certified sales. In other words, the available certified sales for each artist should get relatively closer to already listed claimed figure in order for higher figures to replace the listed ones.

The certified sales of the newer artists may sometimes be higher than their listed claimed figures. This is because Recording Industry Association of America and almost all other certifying bodies count streaming towards Gold and Platinum thresholds required for Digital Single Award certification.[3][4][5] For this reason, some singles and even albums get over certified by hundreds of thousands of units. The over certified figures, however, are often in millions of units for RIAA certifications, one such example is Rihanna's single "We Found Love[image: External link]", which is certified at nine times Platinum by the RIAA, yet during the time of the certification, it had sold 5.4 million downloads.[6][7]

The certified sales for some artists/bands who have multi-disc albums can be higher than their listed claimed figures due to Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) counting each unit within set as one unit toward certification.

Artists by reputed sales

250 million or more records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value: each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	The Beatles[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1960–1970[10]
	1962[10]
	Rock[image: External link] / Pop[10]
	



Total available certified units: 270.4 million 



	US: 212.250 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 4.950 million[b][12]

	GER[image: External link]: 8 million[b][13]

	UK[image: External link]: 17.445 million[b][14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 3.890 million[b][15][16]

	AUS[image: External link]: 3.060 million[b][17][18]

	CAN[image: External link]: 14.455 million[b][19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 550,000[b][20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 305,000[b][21]

	SWE 485,000[b][22]

	SPA[image: External link]: 1.240 million[b][23][24]

	AUT: 500,000[b][25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 265,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 350,000[b][28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 320,000[b][29][30]

	POL[image: External link]: 175,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 1.590 million[b][32]

	NZ[image: External link]: 660,000[b][33][34]








	600 million[35][36]

500 million[37]



	Elvis Presley[image: External link]
	United States
	1954–1977[38]
	1954[38]
	Rock and roll[image: External link] / Pop / Country[image: External link][38]
	



Total available certified units: 211.5 million 



	US: 188.650 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.2 million[b][13]

	UK: 12.205 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.590 million[b][15][16]

	AUS: 1.587 million[b][17]

	CAN: 2.925 million[b][19]

	BRA: 125,000[b][20]

	ITA: 105,000[b][21]

	SWE 380,000[b][22]

	SPA: 300,000[b][23][39][40]

	MEX[image: External link]: 105,000[b][41][42]

	AUT: 205,000[b][25]

	BEL: 115,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 185,000[b][28]

	DEN: 120,000[b][43][44][45]

	ARG: 110,000[b][32]

	FIN[image: External link]: 213,945[b][46]

	NZ: 117,500[b][33][34]








	600 million[47][48]

500 million[49]



	Michael Jackson
	United States
	1964–2009[50]
	1971[50]
	Pop / Rock / Dance / Soul / R&B[image: External link][50]
	



Total available certified units: 183.9 million 



	US: 104.5 million[11]

	JPN: 4.650 million[b][12][51]

	GER: 11.275 million[13]

	UK: 26.995 million[14]

	FRA: 11.375 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 6.6 million[b][17][18][53][54][55]

	CAN: 4.670 million[19]

	BRA: 280,000[b][20]

	ITA: 1.170 million[b][21]

	SWE: 1.230 million[b][22][56]

	SPA: 1.995 million[b][23][24][39][40][57]

	MEX[image: External link]: 3.670 million[b][41]

	AUT: 1.197 million[b][25]

	BEL: 365,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 910,000[b][28]

	DEN: 1.104 million[b][58][59][60]

	POL: 530,000[b][31]

	ARG: 100,000[b][32]

	FIN: 384,127[46]

	NZ: 902,500[33][34]








	350 million[61]

300 million[62][63]



	Madonna
	United States
	1979–present[64]
	1982[64]
	Pop / Dance / Electronica[image: External link][64]
	



Total available certified units: 170.5 million 



	US: 85.675 million[11]

	JPN: 6.450 million [b][12][51]

	GER: 12.4 million[13]

	UK: 28.845 million[14]

	FRA: 12.795 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 4.717 million[b][17][65][66]

	CAN: 6.030 million[19]

	BRA: 3.440 million[b][20]

	ITA: 465,000[b][21]

	SWE: 1.070 million[b][22][56]

	SPA: 2.815 million[23][24][39][40][57]

	MEX: 510,000[b][41]

	AUT: 602,500[b][25]

	BEL: 690,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.080 million[b][28]

	DEN: 387,000[b][58][59][67][68][69][70]

	POL: 530,000[b][31]

	ARG: 970,000[32]

	FIN: 652,686[46]

	NZ: 417,500[33][34]








	300 million[71][72]

275 million[73]



	Elton John[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1964–present[74]
	1969[74]
	Pop / Rock[74]
	



Total available certified units: 167.6 million 



	US: 116.850 million[11]

	JPN: 1.1 million [b][12]

	GER: 7.9 million[b][13]

	UK: 21.835 million[b][14]

	FRA: 4.825 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.837 million[b][17]

	CAN: 5.975 million[b][19]

	BRA: 835,000[b][20]

	SWE: 740,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.2 million[b][23][24][40][57]

	MEX: 100,000[b][41]

	AUT: 765,000[b][25]

	BEL: 390,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.313 million[b][28]

	DEN: 150,000[b][44][59][75]

	POL: 150,000[b][31]

	ARG: 120,000[32]

	FIN: 163,481[46]

	NZ: 255,000[b][33][34]








	300 million[76][77]

250 million[78][79]



	Led Zeppelin[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1968–1980[80]
	1969[80]
	Hard rock / Blues rock[image: External link] / Folk rock[image: External link][80]
	



Total available certified units: 139.5 million 



	US: 114.1 million[11]

	JPN: 400,000 [b][12]

	GER: 3.775 million[b][13]

	UK: 9.130 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.310 million[b][15][16][81]

	AUS: 2.8 million[b][17][82][83]

	CAN: 4.710 million[19]

	BRA: 820,000[b][20]

	ITA: 345,000[b][21]

	SPA: 450,000[b][24][40][57]

	SWI: 211,000[b][28]

	POL: 120,000[b][31]

	ARG: 360,000[b][32]








	300 million[84][85]

200 million[86][87]



	Pink Floyd[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1965–1996, 2014[88][89]
	1967[88]
	Progressive rock[image: External link] / Psychedelic rock[image: External link][88]
	



Total available certified units: 118.7 million 



	US: 78 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][90]

	GER: 7.5 million[b][13]

	UK: 11.270 million[b][14]

	FRA: 6.360 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.932 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 6.790 million[b][19]

	BRA: 515,000[b][20]

	ITA: 1.685 million[b][21]

	SWE: 220,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 625,000[b][23][24][39][57]

	AUT: 460,000[b][25]

	BEL: 115,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 390,000[b][28]

	POL: 580,000[b][31]

	ARG: 430,000[b][32]

	NZ: 787,500[b][33][34]








	250 million[91][92]

200 million[93][94]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



200 million to 249 million records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	Rihanna
	Barbados[image: External link]

United States
	2005–present[95]
	2005[95]
	R&B / Pop / Dance / Hip-hop[95]
	



Total available certified units: 216.3 million 



	US: 160.050 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 1.4 million[12][51]

	GER[image: External link]: 4.275 million[13]

	UK[image: External link]: 27.9 million[14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 1.125 million[16]

	AUS[image: External link]: 8.870 million[17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 2.6 million[19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 555,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 1.345 million[b][21]

	SWE: 2.4 million[22][56]

	SPA[image: External link]: 1.410 million[23]

	MEX[image: External link]: 380,000[41][96]

	AUT: 120,000[25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 615,000[27]

	SWI: 840,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 952,500[58][59][60][67][75][97][98][99]

	POL[image: External link]: 680,000[31]

	IRE[image: External link]: 240,000[100]

	NZ[image: External link]: 622,500[33][34]








	230 million[101]

200 million[102]



	Mariah Carey
	United States
	1988–present[103]
	1990[103]
	R&B / Pop / Soul / Hip-hop[103]
	



Total available certified units: 134.7 million 



	US: 91.6 million[11]

	JPN: 14.5 million [b][12][51][104]

	GER: 3.250 million[13]

	UK: 9.360 million[14]

	FRA: 4.690 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.445 million[b][17][105]

	CAN: 4.1 million[19]

	BRA: 835,000[20]

	ITA: 200,000[b][21]

	SWE: 425,000[22]

	SPA: 1 million[23][24][40][57]

	AUT: 200,000[25]

	BEL: 150,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 515,000[28]

	DEN: 108,000[60][106]

	POL: 100,000[b][31]

	NZ: 240,000[b][33]








	200 million[107][108]

175 million[109][110]



	Celine Dion
	Canada
	1981–present[111]
	1981[111]
	Pop[111]
	



Total available certified units: 124.4 million 



	US: 56.550 million[11]

	JPN: 7.150 million[b][12][112][113]

	GER: 8 million[13]

	UK: 13.255 million[14]

	FRA: 15.635 million[15][16][52][81]

	AUS: 3.302 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 12.245 million[19]

	BRA: 505,000[b][20]

	SWE: 1.105 million[b][22]

	SPA: 1 million[40][57]

	AUT: 440,000[b][25]

	BEL: 1.885 million[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.650 million[b][28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 184,000[b][44][114][115][116]

	POL: 680,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 340,000[32]

	FIN[image: External link]: 356,183[46]

	NZ: 192,500[33][34]








	200 million[117][118]

175 million[119][120]



	AC/DC[image: External link]
	Australia
	1973–present[121]
	1975[121]
	Hard rock[image: External link] / Blues rock[image: External link] / Rock and roll[image: External link][121]
	



Total available certified units: 112.8 million 



	US: 79.7 million[11]

	GER: 10.3 million[b][13]

	UK: 4 million[14]

	FRA: 4.180 million[15][16]

	AUS: 7.330 million[b][17]

	ITA: 725,000[b][21]

	CAN: 2.490 million[b][19]

	SWE: 350,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 1.355 million[b][23][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 380,000[b][25]

	BEL: 100,000[b][27]

	SWI: 894,000[b][28]

	ARG: 570,000[b][32]

	FIN: 309,089[46]

	NZ: 140,000[b][33][34]








	200 million[122][123]

150 million[124][125]



	Whitney Houston
	United States
	1977–2012[126]
	1984[126]
	R&B / Soul / Pop[126]
	



Total available certified units: 112.5 million 



	US: 75.275 million[11]

	JPN: 4.3 million[b][12][127]

	GER: 5.6 million[b][13]

	UK: 14.605 million[14]

	FRA: 2.275 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.580 million[b][17][18][128]

	CAN: 3.430 million[19]

	BRA: 1.025[b][20]

	ITA: 115,000[b][21]

	SWE: 1.035 million[b][22]

	SPA: 1.260 million[23][24][39][40]

	AUT: 535,000[b][25]

	BEL: 215,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 845,000[b][28]

	POL: 180,000[b][31]

	FIN: 247,222[46]








	200 million[129][130]

170 million[131][132]



	Queen[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1971–present[133]
	1973[133]
	Rock[133]
	



Total available certified units: 113.8 million 



	US: 54.6 million[11]

	JPN: 2.850 million[b][12][51][134]

	GER: 11.525 million[b][13]

	UK: 28.215 million[b][14]

	FRA: 4.495 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.167 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.870 million[b][19]

	BRA: 970,000[b][20]

	ITA: 460,000[b][21]

	SWE: 190,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.720 million[b][23][24][39][40]

	AUT: 900,000[b][25]

	BEL: 100,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.256 million[b][28]

	POL: 810,000[b][31]

	ARG: 1.040 million[b][32]

	FIN: 366,152[46]

	NZ: 275,000[b][33][34]








	200 million[135][136]

150 million[137]



	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1962–present[138]
	1963[138]
	Rock / Blues rock[image: External link] / Pop [138]
	



Total available certified units: 96.7 million 



	US: 74.750 million[11]

	JPN: 950,000[b][12]

	GER: 3.1 million[b][13]

	UK: 8.250 million[b][14]

	FRA: 3.340 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 417,500[b][17]

	CAN: 3 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	ITA: 155,000[b][21]

	SWE: 310,000[b][22]

	SPA: 690,000[b][23][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 300,000[b][25]

	BEL: 120,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 238,000[b][28]

	POL: 140,000[b][31]

	ARG: 710,000[b][32]

	NZ: 190,000[b][33][34]








	200 million[139][140]



	ABBA[image: External link]
	Sweden[image: External link]
	1972–1982[141]
	1972[141]
	Pop / Disco[image: External link][141]
	



Total available certified units: 60.6 million 



	US: 12.7 million[11]

	JPN: 1.5 million[b][51][142][143]

	GER: 10.450 million[b][13]

	UK: 18.910 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.750 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 6.127 million[b][17][144]

	CAN: 2.785 million[b][19]

	BRA: 275,000[b][20][56]

	SWE: 800,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.005 million[b][23][39]

	MEX[image: External link]: 260,000[b][41]

	AUT: 175,000[b][25]

	BEL: 380,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 600,000[b][28]

	DEN: 600,000[b][145][146][147]

	POL: 150,000[b][31]

	ARG: 230,000[b][32]

	FIN: 656,319[46]

	NZ: 297,500[b][34][148][149]








	200 million[150][151]

100 million[152][153]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



120 million to 199 million records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	Taylor Swift
	United States
	2006–present[154]
	2006[154]
	Country / Country pop / Pop / Pop-rock[154]
	



Total available certified units: 153.6 million 



	US: 132 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 2.850 million[12][51]

	GER[image: External link]: 750,000[13]

	UK: 7 million[14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 150,000[16]

	AUS: 5.285 million[17]

	CAN: 4.340 million[19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 110,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 160,000[b][21]

	SWE: 160,000[56]

	MEX[image: External link]: 450,000[41][42][96]

	NZ[image: External link]: 352,500[33][34]








	170 million[155]



	Garth Brooks[image: External link]
	United States
	1989–present[156]
	1989[156]
	Country[156]
	



Total available certified units: 156 million 



	US: 149.4 million[11]

	UK[image: External link]: 520,000[14]

	AUS[image: External link]: 280,000[b][17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 5.730 million[19]

	IRE: 120,000[b][100]








	160 million[157]



	Eminem
	United States
	1996–present[158]
	1999[158]
	Hip-hop[158]
	



Total available certified units: 131.6 million 



	US: 86.1 million[11]

	JPN: 2.9 million [12][51]

	GER: 3.450 million[13]

	UK: 21.225 million[14]

	FRA: 3.170 million[16][81]

	AUS: 5.632 million[17]

	CAN: 3.770 million[19]

	BRA: 200,000[20]

	ITA: 450,000[b][21]

	SWE: 810,000[22][56]

	SPA[image: External link]: 290,000[23][57]

	MEX: 365,000[41]

	AUT: 310,000[25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 475,000[26][27]

	SWI: 805,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 495,000[b][58][159]

	POL[image: External link]: 250,000[31]

	FIN[image: External link]: 124,547[46]

	IRE[image: External link]: 285,000[b][100]

	NZ: 562,500[33][34]








	155 million[160]



	Eagles[image: External link]
	United States
	1971–1980, 1994–present[161]
	1972[161]
	Rock[161]
	



Total available certified units: 129.2 million 



	US: 108.9 million[11]

	JPN: 600,000[b][12]

	GER: 925,000[b][13]

	UK: 7.635 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.040 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.395 million[b][17][162]

	CAN: 4.2 million[b][19]

	SWE: 140,000[b][22]

	SPA: 500,000[b][23][24]

	SWI: 290,000[b][28]

	DEN: 144,000[b][59]

	FIN: 124,749[46]

	NZ: 352,500[b][33][34]








	150 million[163]



	U2[image: External link]
	Ireland
	1976–present[164]
	1980[164]
	Rock[164]
	



Total available certified units: 106.1 million 



	US: 53.1 million[11]

	JPN: 1.450 million[b][12]

	GER: 5.125 million[13]

	UK: 18.220 million[14]

	FRA: 5.025 million[15][16]

	AUS: 4.412 million[b][17][18][165]

	CAN: 7.115 million[19]

	BRA: 2.675 million[b][20]

	ITA: 690,000[b][21]

	SWE: 515,000[b][22]

	SPA: 2.275 million[23][24][39][40][57]

	MEX: 835,000[b][41]

	AUT: 500,000[b][25]

	BEL: 725,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 696,000[b][28]

	DEN: 542,000[b][58][59][60][75][166]

	POL: 360,000[b][31]

	ARG: 590,000[32]

	FIN: 235,460[46]

	IRE: 316,000[b][100]

	NZ: 765,000[33][34]








	150 million[167]



	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	United States
	1964–present[168]
	1971[168]
	Pop / Rock[168]
	



Total available certified units: 102.4 million 



	US: 87.950 million[11]

	JPN: 2 million[b][12][169]

	GER: 1.250 million[b][13]

	UK: 5.455 million[b][14]

	FRA: 925,000[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.267[b][17][18]

	CAN: 3.275 million[b][19]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	NZ: 162,500[b][33]








	150 million[170]



	Phil Collins[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1980–2011, 2015–present[171]
	1981[171]
	Rock / Progressive rock[image: External link] / Adult contemporary[image: External link][171]
	



Total available certified units: 87.7 million 



	US: 39.850 million[11]

	JPN: 800,000[b][12]

	GER: 13.8 million[13]

	UK: 15.250 million[14]

	FRA: 6.410 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.522[b][17][18]

	CAN: 3.375 million[19]

	BRA: 1.370 million[b][20]

	SWE: 245,000[b][22]

	SPA: 2.150 million[23][24][40][57]

	AUT: 440,000[b][25]

	BEL: 305,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 973,000[b][28]

	ARG: 980 million[32]

	FIN: 182,581[46]

	NZ: 122,500[33][34]








	150 million[172]



	Aerosmith[image: External link]
	United States
	1970–present[173]
	1973[173]
	Hard rock[173]
	



Total available certified units: 84.4 million 



	US: 70.250 million[11]

	JPN: 2.7 million[b][12][51]

	GER: 2 million[b][13]

	UK: 3.170 million[14]

	FRA: 225,000[15][16][52]

	AUS: 155,000[b][17]

	CAN: 3.950 million[b][19]

	BRA: 600,000[b][20]

	SWE: 260,000[b][22]

	SPA: 200,000[b][23][40]

	MEX: 230,000[b][41]

	SWI: 145,000[b][28]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	POL: 100,000[b][31]

	ARG: 290,000[b][32]

	FIN: 101,722[46]








	150 million[174]



	Frank Sinatra[image: External link]
	United States
	1935–1995[175]
	1939[175]
	Pop / Swing[image: External link][175]
	



Total available certified units: 37.1 million 



	US: 28.2 million[b][11]

	GER: 1 million[b][13]

	UK: 5.325 million[b][14]

	FRA: 600,000[b][15]

	AUS: 245,000[b][17]

	CAN: 650,000[b][19]

	BRA: 350,000[b][20]

	SWE: 130,000[b][22]

	SPA: 500,000[b][24][40][57]

	ARG: 180,000[b][32]








	150 million[176]



	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
	United States
	1960–present[177]
	1963[177]
	Pop / Adult contemporary[177]
	



Total available certified units: 97.4 million 



	US: 82.450 million[11]

	GER: 750,000[b][13]

	UK: 5.765 million[b][14]

	FRA: 3.150 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.047 million[b][17]

	CAN: 2.650 million[b][19]

	SWE: 120,000[22][56]

	SPA: 150,000[b][57]

	FIN: 186,501[b][46]

	NZ: 137,500[b][33]








	145 million[178]



	Bruno Mars
	United States
	2004–present[179]
	2010[179]
	Pop rock / R&B[179]
	



Total available certified units: 104.7 million 



	US: 74 million[11]

	JPN: 950,000[12][51]

	GER: 2.9 million[13]

	UK: 12.5 million[14]

	FRA: 1.5 million[16]

	AUS: 4.355 million[17]

	CAN: 4.4 million[19]

	ITA: 540,000[b][21]

	SWE: 400,000[22][56]

	SPA: 430,000[23]

	MEX: 750,000[41][42]

	AUT: 180,000[25]

	BEL: 330,000[27]

	SWI: 390,000[28]

	DEN: 320,000[b][60][180]

	NZ: 502,500[33]

	PHL[image: External link]: 330,000[181]








	124 million[182]



	Kanye West
	United States
	1996–present[183]
	2004[183]
	Hip-hop / Electronic / Pop rock[183]
	



Total available certified units: 100.6 million 



	US: 86.750 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[184]

	GER: 300,000[13]

	UK: 9.560 million[14]

	AUS: 2.135 million[17]

	CAN: 1.180 million[19]

	ITA: 100,000[b][21]

	SWE: 160,000[56]

	DEN: 326,500[59][60][67][185]








	121 million[186]



	Bruce Springsteen
	United States
	1972–present[187]
	1973[187]
	Rock[187]
	



Total available certified units: 101.8 million 



	US: 76.150 million[11]

	JPN: 400,000[b][12]

	GER: 4.325 million[b][13]

	UK: 7.145 million[14]

	FRA: 1.887 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.597 million[b][17]

	CAN: 3.2 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	ITA: 450,000[b][21]

	SWE: 810,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 1.730 million[b][23][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 290,000[b][25]

	SWI: 400,000[b][28]

	DEN: 360,000[b][58][60][67][188]

	FIN: 449,800[46]

	IRE: 189,500[b][100]

	NZ: 375,000[33][34]








	120 million[189]



	Bee Gees[image: External link]
	United Kingdom

Australia[190][191]
	1963–2003

2009–2012[192]
	1963[192]
	Pop / Disco[192]
	



Total available certified units: 67.3 million 



	US: 41.5 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12][193][194]

	GER: 6.675 million[b][13]

	UK: 9.065 million[b][14]

	FRA: 3.4 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.187 million[b][17]

	CAN: 3.215 million[b][19]

	BRA: 350,000[b][20]

	SPA[image: External link]: 450,000[b][24][39][57]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	SWI: 415,000[b][28]

	POL: 100,000[b][31]

	ARG: 180,000[b][32]

	NZ: 380,000[b][33][34]








	120 million[195]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



100 million to 119 million records


	To ensure the high level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	Lady Gaga
	United States
	2005–present[196]
	2008[196]
	Pop / Dance / Electronic[196]
	



Total available certified units: 96.3 million 



	US: 66.5 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 5.4 million[12][51]

	GER[image: External link]: 2.9 million[13]

	UK[image: External link]: 10.385 million[14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 1.58 million[16]

	AUS[image: External link]: 2.785 million[17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 2.4 million[19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 440,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 740,000[b][21]

	SWE: 680,000[22][56]

	SPA[image: External link]: 410,000[23]

	MEX[image: External link]: 390,000[41][96]

	AUT: 182,500[25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 270,000[27]

	SWI: 445,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 340,000[59][60][99]

	POL[image: External link]: 130,000[31]

	IRE[image: External link]: 165,000[100]

	NZ[image: External link]: 277,500[33][34]








	114 million[197]



	Metallica[image: External link]
	United States
	1981–present[198]
	1983[198]
	Heavy metal / Thrash metal[image: External link][198]
	



Total available certified units: 93.8 million 



	US: 73.3 million[11]

	JPN: 900,000[b][12]

	GER: 3.425 million[13]

	UK: 3.335 million[14]

	FRA: 940,000[15][16]

	AUS: 2.637 million[b][17][18][199]

	CAN: 3.725 million[19]

	BRA: 380,000[b][20]

	ITA: 180,000[b][21]

	SWE: 675,000[b][22]

	SPA: 420,000[23][40][57]

	MEX: 370,000[b][41][96]

	AUT: 325,000[b][25]

	BEL: 335,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 560,000[b][28]

	POL: 735,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 770,000[32]

	FIN[image: External link]: 530,676[46]

	NZ: 315,000[33][34]








	110 million[200]



	Katy Perry[image: External link]
	United States
	2001–present[201]
	2008[201]
	Pop[201]
	



Total available certified units: 120.2 million 



	US: 90.5 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[12][51]

	GER: 2.550 million[13]

	UK: 11.550 million[14]

	FRA: 625,000[16]

	AUS: 5.090 million[17]

	CAN: 5.720 million[19]

	BRA: 595,000[20]

	ITA: 630,000[b][21]

	SWE: 520,000[22][56]

	SPA: 160,000[23]

	MEX: 900,000[41][96]

	AUT: 240,000[25]

	BEL: 135,000[27]

	SWI: 160,000[28]

	DEN: 190,000[58][60]

	NZ: 360,000[33][34]








	100 million[202]



	Justin Bieber
	Canada

United States
	2008–present[203]
	2009[203]
	Pop / Teen pop, Dance pop[203]
	



Total available certified units: 110.3 million 



	US: 78.5 million[11]

	JPN: 600,000 [12][51]

	GER: 2.3 million[13]

	UK: 10.785 million[14]

	FRA: 1.050[16]

	AUS: 3.885 million[17]

	CAN: 4.580 million[19]

	BRA: 500,000[20]

	ITA: 1.445 million[21]

	SWE: 1.480 million[22][56]

	SPA: 820,000[23]

	MEX: 2.130 million[41][42][96]

	BEL: 345,000[27]

	DEN: 1.110 million[60]

	POL: 370,000[31]

	NZ: 495,000[33]








	100 million[204]



	Adele
	United Kingdom
	2006–present[205]
	2008[205]
	Pop, soul[205]
	



Total available certified units: 102.1 million 



	US: 60 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[12]

	GER: 4.7 million[13]

	UK: 19.350 million[14]

	AUS: 3.885 million[17]

	CAN: 5.960 million[19]

	BRA: 1.310 million[20]

	ITA: 1.545 million[b][21]

	SWE: 240,000[22][56]

	SPA: 800,000[23]

	MEX: 1.490 million[41][42]

	BEL: 780,000[27]

	SWI: 510,000[28]

	DEN: 522,500[58][60]

	POL: 300,000[b][31]

	FIN: 104,157[46]

	NZ: 577,500[33]








	100 million[206]



	Jay Z
	United States
	1996–present[207]
	1996[207]
	Hip-hop[207]
	



Total available certified units: 91.6 million 



	US: 76.7 million[11]

	JPN: 1.050 million[51]

	GER: 1.4 million[13]

	UK: 8.920 million[14]

	FRA: 400,000[16]

	AUS: 1.260[17]

	CAN: 1.6 million[19]

	ITA: 180,000[b][21]

	SWE: 130,000[22][56]








	100 million[208]



	Bon Jovi[image: External link]
	United States
	1983–present[209]
	1983[209]
	Hard rock / Glam metal[image: External link][209]
	



Total available certified units: 83.5 million 



	US: 49.9 million[11]

	JPN: 4.250 million[b][12][51]

	GER: 5.650 million[13]

	UK: 9.090 million[14]

	FRA: 825,000[15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.030 million[b][17][210][211]

	CAN: 4.735 million[19]

	BRA: 435,000[b][20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 110,000[b][21]

	SWE: 365,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 1.620 million[23][24][39][40][57]

	MEX: 250,000[b][41]

	AUT: 725,000[b][25]

	BEL: 165,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1.275 million[b][28]

	POL: 110,000[b][31]

	ARG: 350,000[32]

	FIN: 422,500[46]

	NZ: 210,000[33][34]








	100 million[212]



	Lil Wayne[image: External link]
	United States
	1996–present[213]
	1999[213]
	Hip-hop[213]
	



Total available certified units: 79.9 million 



	US: 77.7 million[11]

	UK: 1.460 million[14]

	AUS: 525,000[17]

	CAN: 280,000[19]








	100 million[214]



	Britney Spears
	United States
	1998–present[215]
	1998[215]
	Pop / Dance / Dance-pop[image: External link][215]
	



Total available certified units: 78.2 million 



	US: 44.2 million[11]

	JPN: 2.1 million[12][127]

	GER: 5.050 million[13]

	UK: 9.950 million[14]

	FRA: 3.732 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 3.130 million[17]

	CAN: 3.680 million[19]

	BRA: 380,000[20]

	ITA: 150,000[b][21]

	SWE: 1.010 million[22][56]

	SPA: 990,000[23][40][57]

	MEX: 1.175 million[b][41]

	AUT: 365,000[25]

	BEL: 935,000[26][27]

	SWI: 485,000[28]

	DEN: 161,500[b][58][59][216][217]

	POL: 210,000[31]

	ARG: 240,000[32]

	FIN: 143,627[46]

	NZ: 240,000[33][34]








	100 million[218]



	Rod Stewart[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1964–present[219]
	1969[219]
	Rock / Pop[219]
	



Total available certified units: 77.8 million 



	US: 43.650 million[11]

	JPN: 450,000[b][12]

	GER: 3.8 million[b][13]

	UK: 18.330 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.8 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.610 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 4.055 million[b][19]

	BRA: 980,000[b][20]

	SWE: 440,000[b][22]

	SPA: 290,000[b][23][24][39]

	SWI: 100,000[b][28]

	AUT: 100,000[b][25]

	POL: 220,000[b][31]

	ARG: 500,000[b][32]

	IRE: 195,000[b][100]

	NZ: 280,000[b][33][34]








	100 million[220]



	Fleetwood Mac[image: External link]
	United Kingdom

United States
	1967–present[221]
	1968[221]
	Rock / Pop[221]
	



Total available certified units: 75.4 million 



	US: 51.250 million[11]

	GER: 3.5 million[b][13]

	UK: 13.120 million[b][14]

	FRA: 800,000[b][15][16]

	AUS: 2.767 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 2.950 million[b][19]

	SPA: 300,000[b][40][57]

	BEL: 100,000[b][27]

	SWI: 100,000[b][28]

	NZ: 572,500[b][34][222][223]








	100 million[224]



	Guns N' Roses[image: External link]
	United States
	1985–present[225]
	1987[225]
	Hard rock / Heavy metal[225]
	



Total available certified units: 73.1 million 



	US: 48.5 million[11]

	JPN: 1.7 million[b][12]

	GER: 4.1 million[13]

	UK: 5.450 million[14]

	FRA: 1 million[16]

	AUS: 2.410[b][17][18][162]

	CAN: 3.520 million[19]

	BRA: 1.9 million[b][20]

	ITA: 560,000[b][21]

	SWE: 485,000[22]

	SPA: 450,000[23][24][39]

	MEX: 760,000[b][41]

	AUT: 365,000[25]

	BEL: 165,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 365,000[b][28]

	ARG: 1.080 million[b][32]

	IRE: 105,000[b][100]

	NZ: 270,000[33][34]








	100 million[226]



	George Strait[image: External link]
	United States
	1981–present[227]
	1984[227]
	Country[227]
	



Total available certified units: 72.8 million 



	US: 72.150 million[11]

	CAN[image: External link]: 705,000[19]








	100 million[228]



	Backstreet Boys[image: External link]
	United States
	1993–present[229]
	1995[229]
	Pop[229]
	



Total available certified units: 71.4 million 



	US: 41.5 million[11]

	JPN: 5.4 million[12][51][230]

	GER: 7 million[13]

	UK: 4.235 million[14]

	FRA: 325,000[15][16]

	AUS: 1.4 million[b][17]

	CAN: 3.430 million[19]

	BRA: 1.625 million[20]

	SWE: 655,000[22]

	SPA: 1.850 million[40][57]

	MEX: 1.475 million[b][41]

	AUT: 325,000[25]

	BEL: 425,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 415,000[28]

	POL: 300,000[31]

	ARG: 740,000[32]

	FIN: 171,390[46]

	NZ: 132,500[33]








	100 million[231]



	Neil Diamond[image: External link]
	United States
	1966–present[232]
	1966[232]
	Pop / Rock[232]
	



Total available certified units: 68.3 million 



	US: 55.9 million[11]

	GER: 1 million[b][13]

	UK: 7.130 million[b][14]

	FRA: 400,000[b][15]

	AUS: 1.945 million[b][17]

	CAN: 1.725 million[b][19]

	SPA: 100,000[b][39]

	NZ: 127,500[b][33][34]








	100 million[233]



	Prince
	United States
	1976–2016[234]
	1978[234]
	Funk / R&B / Pop / Soul / Rock[234]
	



Total available certified units: 63.8 million 



	US: 48.950 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	GER: 2.4 million[13]

	UK: 6.645 million[14]

	FRA: 2.110 million[15][16]

	AUS: 1.120[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1 million[19]

	SWE: 100,000[22]

	SPA: 700,000[b][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	SWI: 250,000[b][28]

	NZ: 177,500[b][33]








	100 million[235]



	Paul McCartney[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1960–present[236]
	1970[236]
	Rock[236]
	



Total available certified units: 60.6 million 



	US: 41.450 million[11]

	JPN: 500,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.525 million[b][13]

	UK: 12.365 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.305 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 465,000[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.955 million[b][19]

	SWE: 210,000[b][56][237]

	SPA: 640,000[b][24][39]

	DEN: 210,000[b][59][238]








	100 million[239]



	Kenny Rogers[image: External link]
	United States
	1958–present[240]
	1975[240]
	Country / Pop[240]
	



Total available certified units: 58.9 million 



	US: 51.550 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][241]

	UK: 2.460 million[14]

	AUS: 100,000[b][242][243]

	CAN: 4.6 million[19]

	SPA: 100,000[b][39]








	100 million[244]



	Janet Jackson
	United States
	1982–present[245]
	1982[245]
	R&B / Pop[245]
	



Total available certified units: 52.1 million 



	US: 39.750 million[11]

	JPN: 1.6 million [b][12]

	GER: 1.4 million[13]

	UK: 4.760 million[14]

	FRA: 1.475 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 1.155[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.460 million[19]

	SWE: 105,000[b][22]

	SPA: 150,000[40][57]

	BEL: 125,000[b][26]

	SWI: 170,000[b][28]








	100 million[246]



	Julio Iglesias[image: External link]
	Spain
	1968–present[247]
	1968[247]
	Latin[image: External link][247]
	



Total available certified units: 51 million 



	US: 11 million[11]

	JPN: 800,000[b][248]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	UK: 1.620 million[b][14][248]

	FRA: 6.1 million[15][16][52][248]

	AUS: 540,000[b][17][248]

	CAN: 1.5 million[19]

	BRA: 12.475 million[b][20][248]

	ITA: 400,000[b][21][248]

	NLD[image: External link]:950,000[b][248]

	SWE: 290,000[b][22][248]

	SPA: 8.7 million[b][23][24][39][40][57][248]

	MEX: 2.975 million[b][41][248]

	BEL: 125,000[b][248]

	ARG: 3.220 million[b][32][248]

	FIN: 131,636[b][46]








	100 million[249]



	Chicago[image: External link]
	United States
	1967–present[250]
	1969[250]
	Rock / Pop[250]
	



Total available certified units: 48.3 million 



	US: 44.150 million[11]

	JPN: 400,000[b][12][251]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	UK: 1.490 million[b][14]

	FRA: 100,000[b][15]

	CAN: 1.865 million[19]

	SPA: 100,000[b][24]








	100 million[252]



	The Carpenters[image: External link]
	United States
	1969–1983[253]
	1969[253]
	Pop[253]
	



Total available certified units: 46 million 



	US: 34.6 million[11]

	JPN: 2.9 million[b][12][113][254]

	UK: 7.890 million[b][14]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	CAN: 275,000[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]








	100 million[255]



	Bob Dylan[image: External link]
	United States
	1959–present[256]
	1963[256]
	Folk[image: External link] / Rock[256]
	



Total available certified units: 45.1 million 



	US: 35.6 million[11]

	GER: 625,000[b][13]

	UK: 5.825 million[b][14]

	FRA: 800,000[b][15][16]

	AUS: 480,000[b][17]

	CAN: 1.5 million[b][19]

	SWI: 175,000[b][28]

	NZ: 105,000[b][33]








	100 million[257]



	Bryan Adams[image: External link]
	Canada
	1979–present[258]
	1979[258]
	Rock[258]
	



Total available certified units: 44.5 million 



	US: 21 million[11]

	JPN: 600,000[b][12]

	GER: 3.850 million[13]

	UK: 8.675 million[14]

	FRA: 650,000[15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.010 million[b][17][259]

	CAN: 5.120 million[19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	SWE: 440,000[b][22]

	SPA: 450,000 [b][24][40][57]

	AUT: 375,000[b][25]

	BEL: 250,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 805,000[b][28]

	FIN: 183,444[46]








	100 million[260]



	Dire Straits[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1977–1995[261]
	1978[261]
	Rock [261]
	



Total available certified units: 44.4 million 



	US: 15.5 million[11]

	GER: 3.750 million[13]

	UK: 10.9 million[14]

	FRA: 5.3 million[15][16]

	AUS: 2.190 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 2.575 million[19]

	BRA: 175,000[b][20]

	ITA: 335,000[b][21]

	SWE: 360,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.380 million[b][23][24][39][40]

	AUT: 300,000[b][25]

	BEL: 100,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 1 million[b][28]

	FIN: 471,530[46]

	NZ: 155,000[b][34]








	100 million[262]



	Def Leppard[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1977–present[263]
	1979[263]
	Hard rock / Heavy metal[263]
	



Total available certified units: 41.6 million 



	US: 35.650 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	UK: 1.660 million[14]

	FRA: 200,000[15]

	AUS: 385,000[18][264]

	CAN: 2.995 million[19]

	SWE: 150,000[b][22]

	MEX: 200,000[b][41]

	SWI: 125,000[b][28]








	100 million[265]



	Cher[image: External link]
	United States
	1964–present[266]
	1965[266]
	Pop / Rock / Dance / Folk[266]
	



Total available certified units: 40.4 million 



	US: 21.9 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][12]

	GER: 4.175 million[b][13]

	UK: 6.450 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.525 million[b][16][52]

	AUS: 1.530 million[b][17][267]

	CAN: 1.340 million[b][19]

	BRA: 125,000[b][20]

	ITA: 300,000[b][268]

	SWE: 850,000[b][22][56]

	SPA: 600,000[b][40][57][268]

	MEX: 200,000[b][41]

	AUT: 250,000[b][25]

	BEL: 275,000[b][26]

	SWI: 295,000[b][28]

	DEN: 300,000[b][268][269]

	POL: 100,000[b][31]

	NZ: 150,000[33][270]








	100 million[271]



	Lionel Richie[image: External link]
	United States
	1968–present[272]
	1981[272]
	Pop / R&B[272]
	



Total available certified units: 40.2 million 



	US: 28.650 million[11]

	GER: 1.050 million[b][13]

	UK: 6.155 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.4 million[b][15][16]

	AUS: 260,000[b][17][273]

	CAN: 2.380 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	SPA: 150,000[24][39]

	SWI: 145,000[b][28]








	100 million[274]



	Genesis[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1967–1999

2006–present[275]
	1969[275]
	Progressive rock[image: External link] / Pop rock[image: External link][275]
	



Total available certified units: 39.9 million 



	US: 21.650 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][12]

	GER: 5.875 million[b][13]

	UK: 7.325 million[b][14]

	FRA: 3.460 million[b][15][16]

	CAN: 805,000[b][19]

	SWE: 100,000[b][22]

	SPA: 250,000[b][23][24][39]

	SWI: 400,000[b][28]








	100 million[276]



	James Taylor[image: External link]
	United States
	1968–present[277]
	1970[277]
	Rock / Pop[277]
	



Total available certified units: 35.5 million 



	US: 34.650 million[11]

	UK: 655,000[b][14]

	AUS: 100,000[b][17]

	CAN: 100,000[b][19]








	100 million[278]



	Olivia Newton-John[image: External link]
	Australia
	1966–present[279]
	1966[279]
	Pop[279]
	



Total available certified units: 34.6 million 



	US: 27 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][12]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	UK: 3.950 million[b][14]

	AUS: 310,000[b][17][18]

	CAN: 3.025 million[b][19]








	100 million[280]



	Stevie Wonder[image: External link]
	United States
	1961–present[281]
	1962[281]
	Funk[image: External link] / R&B / Soul[281]
	



Total available certified units: 34.2 million 



	US: 21.650 million[11]

	JPN: 1.050 million[b][12]

	GER: 500,000[b][13]

	UK: 7.885 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.4 million[b][15][52]

	CAN: 1.550 million[19]

	SPA: 250,000[b][39]








	100 million[282]



	Tina Turner[image: External link]
	United States
	1955–present[283]
	1975[283]
	Rock / Pop[283]
	



Total available certified units: 32.6 million 



	US: 12.7 million[11]

	GER: 6.050 million[13]

	UK: 7.945 million[14]

	FRA: 1.135 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 480,000[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.560 million[19]

	SWE: 330,000[b][22]

	SPA: 700,000[b][23][24][39][40]

	AUT: 630,000[b][25]

	BEL: 190,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 565,000[b][28]

	POL: 120,000[b][31]

	FIN: 241,954[46]








	100 million[284]



	Linda Ronstadt[image: External link]
	United States
	1967–present[285]
	1968[285]
	Rock / Folk / Country[285]
	



Total available certified units: 32.5 million 



	US: 31.5 million[11]

	UK: 435,000[b][14]

	FRA: 100,000[b][15]

	CAN: 500,000[b][19]








	100 million[286]



	Donna Summer
	United States
	1968–2012[287]
	1974[287]
	Pop / Disco / R&B[287]
	



Total available certified units: 30.8 million 



	US: 24.5 million[11]

	UK: 3.735 million[b][14]

	FRA: 900,000[b][15][16]

	CAN: 1.550 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	SPA: 100,000[b][40]








	100 million[288]



	The Beach Boys[image: External link]
	United States
	1961–present[289]
	1962[289]
	Rock / Pop / Surf Rock[image: External link][289]
	



Total available certified units: 30.5 million 



	US: 25.6 million[11]

	GER: 250,000[b][13]

	UK: 3.410 million[b][14]

	FRA: 400,000[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 492,500[b][17][18]

	CAN: 100,000[b][19]

	SPA: 250,000[b][39][40]








	100 million[290]



	David Bowie[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1962–2016[291]
	1967[291]
	Art rock[image: External link] / Glam rock / Pop[291]
	



Total available certified units: 29.2 million 



	US: 11.7 million[11]

	JPN: 200,000[b][12]

	GER: 525,000[b][13]

	UK: 11.045 million[b][14]

	FRA: 2.380 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS: 565,000[b][17]

	CAN: 2.215 million[b][19]

	ITA: 320,000[b][21]

	SPA: 170,000[b][23][24][39]

	NZ: 142,500[b][33]








	100 million[292]



	The Who[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1964–present[293]
	1965[293]
	Rock / Hard rock[293]
	



Total available certified units: 26.9 million 



	US: 22.150 million[11]

	UK: 3.905 million[b][14]

	FRA: 300,000[b][15]

	CAN: 425,000[b][19]

	ITA: 125,000[b][21]








	100 million[294]



	Barry White[image: External link]
	United States
	1972–2003[295]
	1973[295]
	R&B / Soul[295]
	



Total available certified units: 21.7 million 



	US: 16.5 million[11]

	UK: 3.665 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.1 million[b][15][16]

	CAN: 150,000[b][19]

	SPA: 200,000[b][57]

	BEL: 150,000[b][27]








	100 million[296]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



80 million to 99 million records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	Santana[image: External link]
	United States
	1966–present[297]
	1969[297]
	Rock[297]
	



Total available certified units: 61.6 million 



	US: 47.475 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 400,000[b][12]

	GER[image: External link]: 2.4 million[b][13]

	UK[image: External link]: 2.780 million[b][14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 3.510 million[b][15][16][52]

	AUS[image: External link]: 855,000[b][17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 1.660 million[b][19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 375,000[b][20]

	SWE: 125,000[b][22]

	SPA[image: External link]: 450,000[b][40][57]

	MEX[image: External link]: 405,000[b][41]

	AUT: 145,000[b][25]

	BEL[image: External link]: 190,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 375,000[b][28]

	POL[image: External link]: 205,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 150,000[b][32]

	NZ[image: External link]: 135,000[b][33][34]








	90 million[298]



	Earth, Wind & Fire
	United States
	1969–present[299]
	1971[299]
	Funk / R&B / Soul[299]
	



Total available certified units: 35.6 million 



	US: 31.8 million[11]

	JPN: 500,000[b][12][300][301]

	UK: 2.525 million[14]

	FRA: 500,000[15][16]

	CAN: 360,000[19]








	90 million[302]



	Johnny Cash[image: External link]
	United States
	1954–2003[303]
	1956[303]
	Country/ Rock and roll/ Gospel[303]
	



Total available certified units: 30.4 million 



	US: 25.7 million[11]

	GER: 400,000[b][13]

	UK: 3.4 million[b][14]

	AUS: 507,500[b][17]

	CAN: 490,000[b][19]








	90 million[304]



	B'z[image: External link]
	Japan
	1988–present[305]
	1988[305]
	Rock / Pop rock / Hard rock[305]
	



Total available certified units: 85.4 million 



	JPN: 85.4 million[b][12][51][104]








	86 million[306]



	Beyoncé
	United States
	1997–present[307]
	2002[307][308]
	R&B / Pop[307]
	



Total available certified units: 76.3 million 



	US: 53.150 million[11]

	JPN: 1.7 million [12][51]

	GER: 1.1 million[13]

	UK: 13.085 million[14]

	FRA: 560,000[16][81]

	AUS: 2.905 million[17]

	CAN: 1.395 million[19]

	BRA: 390,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 235,000[b][21]

	SPA: 1.010 million[b][23][309]

	MEX: 110,000[41]

	BEL: 115,000[27]

	SWI: 155,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 173,000[59][60][67][99][310][311]

	POL: 100,000[31]

	NZ: 210,000[33][34]








	85 million[312]



	Shania Twain[image: External link]
	Canada
	1993–present[313]
	1993[313]
	Country pop[313]
	



Total available certified units: 73 million 



	US: 52.1 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.750 million[13]

	UK: 6.595 million[14]

	FRA: 975,000[16][52]

	AUS: 2.360 million[b][17]

	CAN: 6.8 million[19]

	BRA: 475,000[20]

	SWE: 330,000[22]

	SPA: 100,000[57]

	MEX: 100,000[b][41]

	AUT: 115,000[25]

	BEL: 250,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 310,000[28]

	ARG: 120,000[32]

	NZ: 402,500[33][34]








	85 million[314]



	R.E.M.[image: External link]
	United States
	1980–2011[315]
	1983[315]
	Alternative rock[315]
	



Total available certified units: 42.2 million 



	US: 21.150 million[11]

	GER: 4.275 million[13]

	UK: 8.505 million[14]

	FRA: 1.450 million[15][16]

	AUS: 1.030[b][17][18]

	CAN: 2.650 million[19]

	BRA: 100,000[b][20]

	ITA: 175,000[b][21]

	SWE: 500,000[b][22]

	SPA: 1.1 million[23][24][40][57]

	AUT: 350,000[b][25]

	BEL: 150,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 450,000[b][28]

	DEN: 155,000[b][58][59]

	IRE[image: External link]: 127,500[b][100]

	NZ: 105,000[33]








	85 million[316]



	Coldplay[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1996–present[317]
	1999[317]
	Alternative rock, Pop rock, Pop[317]
	



Total available certified units: 69.6 million 



	US: 26.1 million[11]

	JPN: 750,000[12][51]

	GER: 3.550 million[13]

	UK: 22.085 million[14]

	FRA: 2.855[16]

	AUS: 3.445 million[17]

	CAN: 2.475 million[19]

	BRA: 340,000[20]

	ITA: 2.035 million[b][21]

	SWE: 390,000[22][56]

	SPA: 970,000[23]

	MEX: 1.890 million[41][42][96]

	AUT: 157,500[25]

	BEL: 690,000[27]

	SWI: 445,000[28]

	POL: 220,000[b][31]

	DEN: 393,000[58][60]

	IRE: 210,000[b][100]

	ARG: 280,000[32]

	NZ: 330,000[33]








	80 million[318]



	Flo Rida
	United States
	2007–present[319]
	2007[319]
	Hip-hop, Hip house[image: External link], EDM[image: External link][319]
	



Total available certified units: 68.9 million 



	US: 48.5 million[11]

	JPN: 650,000[b][12][51]

	GER: 2.8 million[13]

	UK: 7.760 million[14]

	FRA: 225,000[16]

	AUS: 3.535 million[b][17]

	CAN: 2.810 million[19]

	ITA: 330,000[b][21]

	SWE: 780,000[22]

	SPA: 140,000[57]

	MEX: 330,000[b][41]

	AUT: 180,000[25]

	SWI: 420,000[28]

	DEN: 205,000[b][60]

	NZ: 247,500[33][34]








	80 million[320]



	Ayumi Hamasaki[image: External link]
	Japan
	1998–present[321]
	1998[321]
	J-pop[image: External link] / Pop / dance / electronic[321]
	



Total available certified units: 64.3 million 



	JPN: 64.3 million[12][51][104]








	80 million[322][323]



	Van Halen[image: External link]
	United States
	1978–present[324]
	1978[324]
	Hard rock / Heavy metal[324]
	



Total available certified units: 64.3 million 



	US: 57.8 million[11]

	JPN: 1.3 million[b][12][127]

	GER: 1.5 million[13]

	UK: 740,000[14]

	FRA: 400,000[15]

	CAN: 2.450 million[19]

	BRA: 200,000[b][20]








	80 million[325]



	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]
	United States
	1983–present[326]
	1987[326]
	Funk rock[image: External link] / Alternative rock[326]
	



Total available certified units: 56.8 million 



	US: 32.250 million[11]

	JPN: 2.6 million[b][12][51]

	GER: 2.650 million[13]

	UK: 9.195 million[14]

	FRA: 1.420 million[16]

	AUS: 2.590 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 2.020 million[19]

	BRA: 515,000[b][20]

	ITA: 385,000[b][21]

	SWE: 390,000[b][22]

	SPA: 640,000[23][40][57]

	MEX: 150,000[b][41]

	AUT: 247,500[b][25]

	BEL: 170,000[b][27]

	SWI: 405,000[b][28]

	DEN: 156,000[b][58][59][67][327]

	POL: 245,000[b][31]

	ARG: 390,000[32]

	FIN: 171,951[46]

	NZ: 285,000[33][34]








	80 million[328]



	Foreigner[image: External link]
	United States

United Kingdom
	1976–present[329]
	1977[329]
	Rock / Hard Rock[329]
	



Total available certified units: 49.6 million 



	US: 45.1 million[11]

	GER: 1.5 million[13]

	UK: 1.300 million[14]

	FRA: 400,000[15][16]

	AUS: 105,000[b][17]

	CAN: 700,000[19]

	SWI: 125,000[b][28]








	80 million[330]



	The Doors[image: External link]
	United States
	1965–1973[331]
	1967[331]
	Psychedelic rock[image: External link][331]
	



Total available certified units: 46.9 million 



	US: 36.6 million[11]

	GER: 1.750 million[b][13]

	UK: 2.040 million[b][14]

	FRA: 1.9 million[b][15][16]

	AUS: 1.022 million[b][17]

	CAN: 2.780 million[b][19]

	BRA: 100,000[20]

	ITA: 130,000[b][21]

	SPA: 300,000[b][39][57]

	AUT: 100,000[b][25]

	SWI: 125,000[b][28]

	ARG: 150,000[32]








	80 million[332]



	George Michael[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1981–2016[333]
	1984[333]
	Pop[333]
	



Total available certified units: 45.8 million 



	US: 19.8 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12]

	GER: 2.4 million[13]

	UK: 12.850 million[14]

	FRA: 3.217 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 2.205 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.770 million[19]

	BRA: 350,000[b][20]

	SWE: 310,000[b][22]

	SPA: 850,000[23][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 140,000[b][25]

	BEL: 215,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 335,000[b][28]

	DEN: 510,000[58][60][67][334]

	POL: 340,000[b][31]

	ARG: 110,000[b][32]

	NZ: 140,000[33][34]








	80 million[335]



	Reba McEntire[image: External link]
	United States
	1975–present[336]
	1987[336]
	Country / Country Pop[336]
	



Total available certified units: 42.7 million 



	US: 41.9 million[11]

	CAN: 850,000[19]








	80 million[337]



	Meat Loaf[image: External link]
	United States
	1968–present[338]
	1977[338]
	Rock / Hard rock[338]
	



Total available certified units: 41.7 million 



	US: 23.6 million[11]

	GER: 2.350 million[13]

	UK: 9.665 million[14]

	AUS: 2.382 million[b][17][18]

	CAN: 3.260 million[19]

	SWE: 100,000[b][22]

	AUT: 100,000[b][25]

	SWI: 115,000[b][28]

	DEN: 180,000[b][67][339]








	80 million[340]



	Barry Manilow[image: External link]
	United States
	1973–present[341]
	1973[341]
	Pop / Soft rock[341]
	



Total available certified units: 36.5 million 



	US: 33.3 million[11]

	UK: 2.825 million[14]

	CAN: 400,000[b][19]








	80 million[342]



	Tom Petty[image: External link]
	United States
	1976–present[343]
	1977[343]
	Rock[343]
	



Total available certified units: 34.6 million 



	US: 31.250 million[11]

	GER: 500,000[13]

	UK: 1 million[14]

	CAN: 1.7 million[19]

	SWE: 200,000[b][22]








	80 million[344]



	Johnny Hallyday[image: External link]
	France
	1957–present[345]
	1960[345]
	Rock / Pop[345]
	



Total available certified units: 24.7 million 



	FRA: 24.035 million[b][15][16][52][81][346]

	BEL: 430,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 268,000[b][28]








	80 million[347]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



75 million to 79 million records


	To ensure the highest level of fact checking and editorial control, this list sources sales figures to news organizations and highly regarded music industry related organizations such as MTV, VH1, Billboard[image: External link] and Rolling Stone.

	The figures of total certified units within the table below are based on certified units of albums, singles (including digital downloads) and videos.

	Markets' order within the table is based on Retail Value each market generates respectively, the largest market at the top and the smallest at the bottom.[8][9]






	Artist
	Country / Market
	Period active
	Release-year of first charted record
	Genre
	Total certified units[image: External link]

(from available markets[image: External link])[b]
	Claimed sales



	The Black Eyed Peas
	United States
	1995–present[348]
	1998[348]
	Hip-hop / R&B / Dance[348]
	



Total available certified units: 54.9 million 



	US: 29.4 million[11]

	JPN[image: External link]: 1.250 million[12][51]

	GER[image: External link]: 2.250 million[13]

	UK[image: External link]: 10.2 million[14]

	FRA[image: External link]: 2.650 million[16]

	AUS[image: External link]: 3.270 million[17]

	CAN[image: External link]: 2.7 million[19]

	BRA[image: External link]: 255,000[20]

	ITA[image: External link]: 340,000[b][21]

	SWE: 300,000[22][56]

	SPA[image: External link]: 460,000[b][23]

	MEX[image: External link]: 390,000[b][41]

	BEL[image: External link]: 460,000[27]

	SWI: 460,000[28]

	DEN[image: External link]: 131,000[b][60][67][99][349][349][350]

	IRE[image: External link]: 135,000[b][100]

	NZ[image: External link]: 340,000[33][34]








	76 million[351]



	Journey[image: External link]
	United States
	1973–present[352]
	1975[352]
	Rock / Soft rock[352]
	



Total available certified units: 62 million 



	US: 59.7 million[11]

	JPN: 300,000[b][12][353]

	UK: 1.360 million[14]

	CAN: 725,000[19]








	75 million[354]



	Kenny G[image: External link]
	United States
	1982–present[355]
	1984[355]
	Smooth jazz[image: External link][355]
	



Total available certified units: 51.9 million 



	US: 48.1 million[11]

	JPN: 700,000[b][12]

	UK: 360,000[14]

	CAN: 950,000[19]

	BRA: 1.350 million[b][20]

	SPA: 450,000[24][40]








	75 million[356]



	Usher
	United States
	1991–present[357]
	1994[357]
	R&B / Pop[357]
	



Total available certified units: 50.2 million 



	US: 37.435 million[11]

	JPN: 750,000 [12][51]

	GER: 850,000[13]

	UK: 7.325 million[14]

	FRA: 210,000[16]

	AUS: 2.112 million[17]

	CAN: 1.190 million[19]

	SWE: 105,000[22][56]

	SWI: 170,000[28]

	NZ: 150,000[33]








	75 million[358]



	Enya
	Ireland
	1982–present[359]
	1987[359]
	New-age[image: External link] / Celtic[image: External link][359]
	



Total available certified units: 50 million 



	US: 26.5 million[11]

	JPN: 4.6 million[b][12]

	GER: 4.2 million[13]

	UK: 5.250 million[14]

	FRA: 775,000[15][16]

	AUS: 1.505[b][17][18]

	CAN: 1.540 million[19]

	BRA: 1.650 million[b][20]

	SWE: 390,000[22]

	SPA: 1.760 million[23][40]

	MEX: 125,000[b][41]

	AUT: 185,000[b][25]

	BEL: 460,000[b][27]

	SWI: 370,000[b][28]

	DEN: 100,000[b][29][360][361][362]

	POL[image: External link]: 120,000[b][31]

	ARG[image: External link]: 390,000[32]

	NZ: 135,000[33]








	75 million[363]



	Robbie Williams[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1990–present[364]
	1996[364]
	Pop rock[364]
	



Total available certified units: 49.4 million 



	US: 500,000[11]

	GER: 9.475 million[13]

	UK: 26.450 million[14]

	FRA: 2.695 million[16][52]

	AUS: 2.905 million[17]

	CAN: 250,000[19]

	ITA: 360,000[b][21]

	SWE: 445,000[22][56]

	SPA: 440,000[b][23][57]

	MEX: 1.595 million[b][41]

	AUT: 917,500[25]

	BEL: 600,000[26][27]

	SWI: 973,000[28]

	DEN: 631,500[b][58][59][60][67][75]

	POL: 140,000[31]

	ARG: 270,000[32]

	FIN[image: External link]: 235,743[46]

	IRE: 135,000[b][100]

	NZ: 445,000[33]








	75 million[365]



	Alabama[image: External link]
	United States
	1972–present[366]
	1980[366]
	Country / Pop rock[366]
	



Total available certified units: 48 million 



	US: 46.8 million[11]

	CAN: 1.2 million[19]








	75 million[367]



	Nirvana[image: External link]
	United States
	1987–1994[368]
	1989[368]
	Grunge[image: External link] / Alternative rock[368]
	



Total available certified units: 45.3 million 



	US: 26.5 million[11]

	JPN: 1.3 million[b][12]

	GER: 1.250 million[13]

	UK: 5.370 million[14]

	FRA: 2.5 million[15][16]

	AUS: 1.257[b][17][199][369]

	CAN: 2.970 million[19]

	BRA: 725,000[b][20]

	ITA: 375,000[b][21]

	SWE: 380,000[22]

	SPA: 450,000[23][24][40]

	MEX: 475,000[b][41]

	AUT: 230,000[b][25]

	BEL: 350,000[b][26][27]

	SWI: 190,000[28]

	POL: 300,000[b][31]

	ARG: 490,000[32]

	NZ: 215,000[33][34]








	75 million[370]



	The Police[image: External link]
	United Kingdom
	1977–1986

2007–2008[371]
	1978[371]
	Pop / Rock[371]
	



Total available certified units: 38.7 million 



	US: 23.150 million[11]

	JPN: 100,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.775 million[13]

	UK: 8.160 million[14]

	FRA: 3.340 million[15][16][52]

	AUS: 407,500[b][17]

	CAN: 875,000[19]

	BRA: 140,000[b][20]

	SPA: 300,000[b][24][39]

	MEX: 100,000[b][41]

	BEL: 115,000[b][372][373][374]

	ARG: 252,000[b][32]








	75 million[375]



	Bob Marley[image: External link]
	Jamaica[image: External link]
	1962–1981[376]
	1975[376]
	Reggae[image: External link][376]
	



Total available certified units: 38.3 million 



	US: 21.850 million[11]

	JPN: 200,000[b][12]

	GER: 1.750 million[13]

	UK: 6.975 million[14]

	FRA: 4.735 million[16]

	AUS: 350,000[377][378]

	CAN: 600,000[19]

	ITA: 175,000[b][21]

	SWE: 120,000[b][22]

	SPA: 450,000[b][24][39][40][57]

	AUT: 125,000[b][25]

	SWI: 303,000[b][28]

	ARG: 240,000[b][32]

	NZ: 427,500[b][33][34]








	75 million[379]



	Kiss[image: External link]
	United States
	1972–present[380]
	1974[380]
	Hard rock / Heavy metal[380]
	



Total available certified units: 27.8 million 



	US: 26 million[11]

	UK: 100,000[14]

	AUS: 130,000[b][17]

	CAN: 1.495 million[b][19]

	ARG: 112,000[b][32]








	75 million[381]



	Aretha Franklin[image: External link]
	United States
	1956–present[382]
	1961[382]
	Soul / Jazz / Blues / R&B[382]
	



Total available certified units: 24.7 million 



	US: 23.5 million[11]

	UK: 840,000[b][14]

	FRA: 275,000[b][15][16]

	CAN: 150,000[b][19]









	75 million[383]





	The column for certified sales above includes markets, the databases of which contain certifications representing figures of 100,000 and more.



See also


	List of best-selling albums[image: External link]

	List of best-selling singles

	List of best-selling girl groups[image: External link]

	List of highest-certified music artists in the United States[image: External link]



Notes



	
^ To be on this list, artists who began charting:

	before 1975 are required to have their available claimed figures supported by 20% in certified units.

	between 1975–1990 are required to have their available claimed figures supported by 20–64% in certified units. (That is 2.9% for each additional year after 1975)

	between 1990–2000 are required to have their available claimed figures supported by 64–70% in certified units. (That is 0.6% for each additional year after 1990)

	between 2000–present are required to have their available claimed figures supported by 70–80% in certified units. (That is 0.66% for each additional year after 2000)





	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu bv bw bx by bz ca cb cc cd ce cf cg ch ci cj ck cl cm cn co cp cq cr cs ct cu cv cw cx cy cz da db dc dd de df dg dh di dj dk dl dm dn do dp dq dr ds dt du dv dw dx dy dz ea eb ec ed ee ef eg eh ei ej ek el em en eo ep eq er es et eu ev ew ex ey ez fa fb fc fd fe ff fg fh fi fj fk fl fm fn fo fp fq fr fs ft fu fv fw fx fy fz ga gb gc gd ge gf gg gh gi gj gk gl gm gn go gp gq gr gs gt gu gv gw gx gy gz ha hb hc hd he hf hg hh hi hj hk hl hm hn ho hp hq hr hs ht hu hv hw hx hy hz ia ib ic id ie if ig ih ii ij ik il im in io ip iq ir is it iu iv iw ix iy iz ja jb jc jd je jf jg jh ji jj jk jl jm jn jo jp jq jr js jt ju jv jw jx jy jz ka kb kc kd ke kf kg kh ki kj kk kl km kn ko kp kq kr ks kt ku kv kw kx ky kz la lb lc ld le lf lg lh li lj lk ll lm ln lo lp lq lr ls lt lu lv lw lx ly lz ma mb mc md me mf mg mh mi mj mk ml mm mn mo mp mq mr ms mt mu mv mw mx my mz na nb nc nd ne nf ng nh ni nj nk nl nm nn no np nq nr ns nt nu nv nw nx ny nz oa ob oc od oe of og oh oi oj ok ol om on oo op oq or os ot ou ov ow ox oy oz pa pb pc pd pe pf pg ph pi pj pk pl pm pn po pp pq pr ps pt pu pv pw px py pz qa qb qc qd qe qf qg qh qi qj qk ql qm qn qo qp qq qr qs qt qu qv qw qx qy qz ra rb rc rd re rf rg rh ri rj rk rl rm rn ro rp rq rr rs rt ru rv rw rx ry rz sa sb sc sd se sf sg sh si sj sk sl sm sn so sp sq sr ss st su sv sw sx sy sz ta tb tc td te tf tg th ti tj tk tl tm tn to tp tq tr ts tt tu tv tw tx ty tz ua ub uc ud ue uf ug uh ui uj uk ul um un uo up uq ur us ut uu uv uw ux uy uz va vb vc vd ve vf vg vh vi vj vk vl vm vn vo vp vq vr vs vt vu vv vw vx vy vz wa wb wc wd we wf wg wh wi wj wk wl wm wn wo wp wq wr ws wt wu wv ww wx wy wz xa xb xc xd xe xf xg xh xi xj xk xl xm xn xo xp xq xr xs xt xu xv xw xx xy xz ya yb yc yd ye yf yg yh yi yj yk yl ym Certification systems have been established periodically throughout the past half century; thus, certification databases are not able to cover all sales. Some (or all) records released and sold prior to a certification system's establishment year may not be found within the available searchable certification databases. Year of establishment (from largest market to smallest based on Retail Value each market generates respectively):[8][9]

	United States: 1958[384]

	Japan[image: External link]:1989:[385]

	Germany[image: External link]: 1975[13]

	United Kingdom[image: External link]: 1973[14]

	France[image: External link]: 1973[386]

	Australia[image: External link]: 1997[17] (online certification-database has begun since 1997. Certifications; however, existed in Australia since the 1970s)

	Canada[image: External link]: 1975[387]

	Brazil[image: External link]: 1990[388]

	Italy[image: External link]: 2009[21] (online certification-database covers certifications issued since 2009. Certifications; however, have existed in Italy since the 1990s)

	Netherlands[image: External link]: 1978[389]

	Sweden: 1987[22]

	Spain[image: External link]: 1979[39]

	Mexico[image: External link]: 1999[390]

	Austria: 1990[25]

	Belgium: 1997[391]

	Switzerland: 1989[392]

	Denmark[image: External link]: 2001[58] (online certifications for Denmark start from 2001. Certifications; however, existed in Denmark since the early 1990s[393])

	Poland[image: External link]: 1995[31]

	Argentina[image: External link]: 1980[394]

	Finland: 1971[395]

	Ireland[image: External link]: 2005[100]

	New Zealand[image: External link]: July 1978[33]



Certified sales might sometimes be larger than actual sales, if stores order more albums than they are able to sell, due to certifications generally being determined by shipments and not actual sales. Often, however, actual sales are larger than certified sales, since record labels must pay a fee to obtain certifications. Record companies often apply for certifications only when a record reaches a multiple certification-levels, meaning certifications might not be visible in the databases for more than a short period of time after an album reached a certification level.[396][397] As global music sales declined in the 2000s mostly due to CD burning and downloading from unauthorized sites, certification bodies opted to reduce their certification levels.[398] See the changes in Certification-award-levels in the following markets:

	United States[399] (Note, U.S. certification-award-levels for singles before 1989 were: 1,000,000 for Gold and 2,000,000 for Platinum.[400] Also, U.S. certification-awards for Shortform albums before September 1996 were: 250,000 for Gold and 500,000 for Platinum[401])

	Japan[image: External link][402][403]

	Germany[image: External link][404]

	United Kingdom[image: External link][405]

	France[image: External link][16][386][406][407]

	Canada[image: External link][408] (Canadian certification-award-levels for singles before February 1982 were: 75,000 for Gold and 150,000 for Platinum[409])

	Brazil[image: External link][410][411]

	Italy[image: External link][21][412][413]

	Netherlands[image: External link][414]

	Sweden[415]

	Spain[image: External link][416][417]

	Mexico[image: External link][418][419]

	Austria:[420][421][422][422]

	Belgium[420][423]

	Switzerland[392]

	Denmark[image: External link][393][424][425][426]

	Poland[image: External link][427][428]

	Argentina[image: External link][394]

	Finland[395]

	New Zealand[image: External link]: (NZ certification levels before June 2007 were: 5,000 for Gold, 10,000 for Platinum)[429] (The levels for singles were adjusted again on June 17, 2016 from previous 7,500 for Gold, 15,000 for Platinum, to 15,000 for Gold, 30,000 for Platinum)[430]
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An MTV Video Music Award (commonly abbreviated as a VMA) is an award presented by the cable channel MTV to honor the best in the music video[image: External link] medium. Originally conceived as an alternative to the Grammy Awards (in the video category), the annual MTV Video Music Awards ceremony has often been called the "Super Bowl[image: External link] for youth", an acknowledgment of the VMA ceremony's ability to draw millions of youth from teens to 20-somethings each year.[1] By 2001, the VMA had become a coveted award.[2] The statue given to winners is an astronaut[image: External link] on the moon, one of the earliest representations of MTV, and colloquially called a "moonman". The statue was conceived by Manhattan Design[image: External link]—also designers of the original MTV logo—based on the 1981 "Top of the Hour" animation created by Fred Seibert[image: External link], produced by Alan Goodman[image: External link], and produced by Buzz Potamkin[image: External link] at Buzzco Associates[image: External link]. The statue is now made by New York firm, Society Awards[image: External link].[3] Since the 2006 ceremony, viewers are able to vote for their favorite videos in all general categories by visiting MTV's website.[4]

The annual VMA ceremony occurs before the end of summer and held either in late August or mid-September, and broadcast live on MTV, along with simulcasts on MTV's sister networks to nullify in-house competition. The first VMA ceremony[image: External link] was held in 1984 at New York City[image: External link]'s Radio City Music Hall[image: External link]. The ceremonies are normally held in either New York City or Los Angeles. However, the ceremonies have also been hosted in Miami[image: External link] and Las Vegas[image: External link].
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1984: At the first MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] in 1984[image: External link], Madonna performed her hit "Like a Virgin[image: External link]" wearing a combination bustier[image: External link]/wedding gown[image: External link], including her trademark "Boy Toy" belt. During the performance, she rolled around on the floor, revealing lacy stockings and a garter[image: External link].[5] Cyndi Lauper[image: External link] spoke in " Exorcist[image: External link]-esque gibberish" to explain the VMA rules right before winning the Best Female video for "Girls Just Want to Have Fun[image: External link]".[6] David Bowie[image: External link] and The Beatles[image: External link] were rewarded with the first ever Video Vanguard Awards for their work in pioneering the music video[image: External link].

1987: At the fourth annual MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], Peter Gabriel[image: External link] won 10 awards, including the Video Vanguard Award and Video of the Year[image: External link] for his video " Sledgehammer[image: External link]", holding the VMA record for most Moonmen in a single night.

1988: At the 1988 Video Music Awards[image: External link] Michael Jackson appeared for the first time. A pre-recorded live performance of Bad[image: External link] was shown."[7] He was also awarded the Video Vanguard Award[image: External link].[8]

1989: Controversial comic Andrew Dice Clay[image: External link]'s appearance at the 1989 Video Music Awards[image: External link] to promote his new movie, The Adventures of Ford Fairlane[image: External link], earned him a "lifetime ban" from the network when he introduced Cher[image: External link] with some of his already-notorious nursery rhymes[image: External link] that contained vulgar language and references.[9] After performing with Tom Petty[image: External link], Guns N' Roses[image: External link] guitarist Izzy Stradlin[image: External link] was assaulted by Mötley Crüe[image: External link] lead singer[image: External link] Vince Neil[image: External link], leading to a verbal battle between Neil and Guns N' Roses[image: External link] lead singer Axl Rose[image: External link].[10]

Jon Bon Jovi[image: External link] and Richie Sambora[image: External link] turned out a stripped down acoustic performance of the Bon Jovi[image: External link] hits "Wanted Dead or Alive[image: External link] and "Livin' on a Prayer[image: External link]", and in the process possibly provided the inspirational spark for MTV Unplugged[image: External link].[11][12]

Paula Abdul[image: External link] was nominated for six awards, picking up four wins. She performed a seven-minute medley of her singles "Straight Up[image: External link]", "Cold Hearted[image: External link]", and "Forever Your Girl[image: External link]".[11]

When Madonna won the Viewer's Choice Award (sponsored by Pepsi-Cola) for her "Like a Prayer[image: External link]" video, she thanked Pepsi-Cola[image: External link] in her acceptance speech "for causing so much controversy". Pepsi-Cola had paid Madonna $5 million to appear in a commercial that would predominantly feature the world premiere of "Like a Prayer"; the commercial, titled "Make a Wish", depicted Madonna drinking Pepsi and watching a home video of her eighth birthday. The tone that the commercial sought to convey sharply contrasted with the music video. When Pepsi executives saw the video, they yanked the advertisement after only two airings, in an attempt to dissociate themselves from Madonna.[13] She also gave one of the most memorable performances of her hit "Express Yourself[image: External link]", as a preview of what would become her Blond Ambition World Tour[image: External link].[11]
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1990: At the 1990 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], Madonna gave a memorable performance of her single " Vogue[image: External link]," which featured Madonna and her dancers dressed in an 18th-century French theme, with Madonna bearing great resemblance to Marie Antoinette[image: External link]. The performance consisted of both a dramatic 18th-century reinterpretation of "Vogue" as well as her dramatically becorseted breasts.[14]

1991: During the award show the MTV Video Vanguard Award was renamed to the Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award from then on, in honor of his contributions to the culture of music videos[15] by changing them from a mere promotional tool featuring musicians playing instruments and singing, to a "short film" with a storyline. His video " Thriller[image: External link]" influenced and changed music videos into what it is like today.[16]

A conflict between Poison[image: External link]'s Bret Michaels[image: External link] and C.C. DeVille[image: External link] culminated in a fistfight at the Video Music Awards in 1991[image: External link]. DeVille was fired and replaced by Pennsylvanian[image: External link] guitarist Richie Kotzen[image: External link].[17] Paul Reubens[image: External link] had his first public appearance following an arrest for lewd-conduct earlier that year. Taking the stage in costume as Pee-wee Herman[image: External link], he received a standing ovation, after which he asked the audience, "Heard any good jokes lately?"[18]

Prince & The New Power Generation performed their sexually charged song "Gett Off" on a Caligula-esque set, with Prince dressed in a yellow mesh outfit which infamously exposed his buttocks. His trousers were parodied numerous times throughout the following year, on In Living Color & even on the next year's VMAs by Howard Stern.

It also marked the last TV appearance of Kiss[image: External link] with Eric Carr[image: External link], before Carr's death that November.

1992: In the 1992 show[image: External link], MTV requested Nirvana[image: External link] perform "Smells Like Teen Spirit[image: External link]", while the band itself had indicated it preferred to play new songs "Rape Me[image: External link]" and " tourette's[image: External link]". Network executives continued to push for "Teen Spirit" but finally offered the band a choice to play either "Teen Spirit" or " Lithium[image: External link]", which the band appeared to accept. At the performance, Nirvana began to play, and Kurt Cobain[image: External link] played the first few chords of the song, "Rape Me", much to the horror of MTV execs, before continuing their regular performance of "Lithium". Near the end of the song, frustrated that his amp had stopped functioning, bassist Krist Novoselic[image: External link] decided to toss his bass into the air for dramatic effect. He misjudged the landing, and the bass ended up bouncing off of his forehead, forcing him to stumble off the stage in a daze.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Backstage, before the show, Guns N' Roses[image: External link] vocalist Axl Rose[image: External link] challenged Cobain to a fight after he, his wife and Hole[image: External link] frontwoman, Courtney Love[image: External link], and Nirvana bandmates Krist Novoselic[image: External link] and Dave Grohl[image: External link], egged him on. At the end of Nirvana's performance, while Cobain was trashing the band's equipment, Dave Grohl[image: External link] ran to the microphone and shouted "Hi, Axl! Where's Axl?" repeatedly. Guns N' Roses' video for the ballad[image: External link] "November Rain[image: External link]" won the MTV Video Music Award for best cinematography. During the show, the band performed "November Rain" with singer Elton John[image: External link]. Because of the dispute Rose had with Cobain, moments before the "November Rain" performance, Cobain spat on the keys of what he thought was Axl's piano. Cobain later revealed that he was shocked to see Elton John play on the piano he had spat on.[7] During the commercial break, the Alien 3 Pepsi commercial was shown.

Radio shock-jock Howard Stern appeared as Fartman, Stern's radio super-hero, wearing a buttocks-exposing costume obviously inspired by Prince's outfit the year before. Stern was a presenter for best hard rock/metal performance with actor Luke Perry (after several other celebrities turned him down).

1993: At the 1993 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], Madonna opened the show in a gender-bending performance of her song "Bye Bye Baby[image: External link]," in which Madonna and her two back up singers, dressed in tuxedos and top hats, danced with women in corsets in a choreographed, highly sexual routine.[19]

RuPaul[image: External link] and Milton Berle[image: External link], who had had conflicts backstage, presented an award together. When Berle touched RuPaul's breasts, RuPaul ad-libbed the line "So you used to wear gowns, but now you're wearing diapers."[19]

Rapper Snoop Dogg[image: External link] presented the Best R&B Video award with Dr. Dre[image: External link] and George Clinton[image: External link]. At the time, Snoop was wanted in connection with the week old drive-by murder of an L.A. gang member.[19]

1994: At the 1994 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] on September 8, months after a profanity-laced appearance[image: External link] on the Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link], Madonna was announced to present the award for Best Video of the Year. She came out, arm-in-arm with an unannounced David Letterman[image: External link], to a wild ovation. At the microphone, Letterman told her "I'll be out by the car. Watch your language," and left.[20]

Recently betrothed couple Michael Jackson and Lisa Marie Presley[image: External link] received a standing ovation as they walked on stage hand-in-hand. After turning to the audience and proclaiming, "And just think, nobody thought this would last," Jackson grabbed Presley and kissed her.[21][22]
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1995: At the 1995 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], Hole[image: External link] perform the song " Violet[image: External link]" from their major-label debut album Live Through This[image: External link]. This was one of the first major televised performances given by frontwoman Courtney Love[image: External link] following the death of her husband Kurt Cobain[image: External link] and the death of her band's bassist Kristen Pfaff[image: External link] in 1994. Before beginning the song, Love dedicated the performance to her husband and multiple people in the entertainment industry who had recently died: "This is for Kurt, and Kristen, and River[image: External link], and Joe[image: External link], and today Joni Abbott, this is for you." Abbott worked in the Talent Relations department at MTV and had recently committed suicide.[23] The song ended with Love throwing her guitar, knocking the microphone stand into the crowd and pushing over speaker-boxes with bandmate Eric Erlandson[image: External link] before exiting the stage.[24] Love also caused a stir when she interrupted a post-ceremony interview with Kurt Loder[image: External link] and Madonna by throwing her make-up compacts at the singer as they broadcast outside the awards venue.[25]

Michael Jackson performed for over fifteen minutes to a medley of his main songs, including " Scream[image: External link]", and danced his signature moves, including the robot, moonwalk and the relatively unknown "Bankhead Bounce[image: External link]". While Slash accompanied Jackson and played guitar on "Black or White[image: External link] and the beginning of Billie Jean."[26] This performance was voted by the public as the Best VMA Pop Performance and Most Iconic VMA Performance in 2011 with more than half the votes.[27][28]

TLC[image: External link] was the big winner of the night winning four awards, including "Viewer's Choice", "Best Group Video", and "Video of the Year".

1996: On September 4, at the 1996 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], the four original members of Van Halen[image: External link] received 20-second standing ovation[image: External link] when they made their first public appearance together since their break-up in April 1985[image: External link]. Backstage, after presenting an award to Beck, the reunion soured bitterly, and reportedly, David Lee Roth[image: External link] and Eddie Van Halen[image: External link] nearly came to blows.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Several weeks later, the public learned that Van Halen would not reunite with Roth. Roth released a statement apologizing to fans, stating that he was an unwitting participant in a publicity stunt to sell more copies of the greatest hits album, Best Of Vol. 1[image: External link], and that he had been led to believe that he was rejoining Van Halen. The following day, Eddie and Alex Van Halen[image: External link] released a statement, stating that they had been honest with Roth, and never led him to believe that he had been re-hired.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Oasis[image: External link] performed "Champagne Supernova[image: External link]", with lead vocalist Liam Gallagher[image: External link] making rude gestures at brother Noel[image: External link] as he was playing his guitar solo, then spitting beer all over the stage before storming off.[29]

Alanis Morissette[image: External link] performed "Your House", a hidden track from her bestseller album "Jagged Little Pill[image: External link]". The performance had nothing to do with her 1995 one. The beginning and the ending of the song were sung a cappella[image: External link], while the rest was played with only one guitar on stage. At the end Morissette was close to tears.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The recently reunited Kiss[image: External link] closed the show with a special concert aired from the Brooklyn Bridge[image: External link].[30]

1997: In 1997[image: External link], Pat Smear[image: External link] announced that he was leaving Foo Fighters[image: External link] half way through their performance and presented his replacement, Franz Stahl[image: External link], who had been a member of the band Scream[image: External link] with Dave Grohl[image: External link].[31]

Puff Daddy[image: External link] released his debut album No Way Out[image: External link], featuring the successful tribute single "I'll Be Missing You[image: External link]", dedicated to the recently murdered Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] The song featured Puff Daddy, Biggie's widow Faith Evans[image: External link] and R&B group 112[image: External link]. The song sampled the melody of The Police[image: External link]'s hit song "Every Breath You Take." All these artists performed the song with former Police vocalist Sting.[32]

The odd pairing of presenters Martha Stewart[image: External link] and Busta Rhymes[image: External link] that year drew much talk in the press,[32] with a fair amount of commentary regarding their good on-screen chemistry, despite coming from wildly different backgrounds. They presented the best dance video award to the Spice Girls[image: External link] for their music video " Wannabe[image: External link]," who wore a black strap on their left arms as a sign of grief because of Diana, Princess of Wales[image: External link]'s death prior to the event.

While accepting the MTV Video Music Award for Best New Artist Video that year for "Sleep To Dream", Fiona Apple[image: External link] appealed to her audience not to be enamored of celebrity culture[image: External link]. She proclaimed, "this world is bullshit" and quoted Maya Angelou[image: External link], saying "go with yourself." Though her comments were generally greeted with cheers and applause at the awards ceremony, the media backlash was huge. Some considered her remarks to be hypocritical, seeing a contradiction between her appearance in a risqué music video in only her underwear and her telling young women to ignore celebrity culture. However she was unapologetic: "When I have something to say, I'll say it."[32][33][34]

Shock-rocker Marilyn Manson[image: External link] performed the song "The Beautiful People", as the grand finale, and the video for this song was nominated for "Best Rock Video" and "Best Special Effects", marking one of the most significant performances for the band.[35]

1998: In 1998, after Green Day won a "Moon Man" Trophy at the MTV Music Awards, drummer of the band Tré Cool famously climbed the Universal Globe at Universal Studios, but escaped with no punishment, only compliments and cheers. Cool is one of the only two people ever do so, the other being Jai Brooks.

At the 1998 VMA's[image: External link], Brandy[image: External link] and Monica[image: External link] performed "The Boy Is Mine[image: External link]" together live for the first time, putting an end to the media speculation that the two were rivals.[36] During the original broadcast of the show, a commercial faded in the Nine Inch Nails[image: External link] NIN logo on a black screen while playing a combination of music that started as a solo piano piece and morphed into an electronic/industrial beat (which would later found out to be the songs "La Mer" and "Into the Void[image: External link]," which share many melodic components and can be considered variations on a theme) and ended with Trent Reznor[image: External link] screaming "Tried to save myself, but myself kept slipping away" and the word "ninetynine" in the trademark NIN reversed-N font. This was only shown once during the original broadcast, was edited out of all repeats, and generally seen as a sign that the long-awaited follow-up to The Downward Spiral[image: External link] would be released early in 1999. Work was continued on the album through the first half of 1999, and Nine Inch Nails[image: External link] performed the title track "The Fragile[image: External link]" off the double-CD at 1999[image: External link] MTV Video Music Awards almost one year to the day of the "ninetynine" commercial. It can be found as an Easter Egg[image: External link] or on the "Beneath The Surface" menu on the live NIN DVD And All That Could Have Been[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Geri Halliwell[image: External link] attended the event, one of her first public appearances since she left the Spice Girls[image: External link] in May. She presented the Video of the Year award to Madonna for "Ray of Light[image: External link].[37]

Actress Rose McGowan[image: External link], who had arrived with then-boyfriend Marilyn Manson[image: External link], was wearing a see-through dress, no bra, and a thong,[38] while Mariah Carey and Whitney Houston poked fun at their rumored rift by wearing lookalike chocolate brown dresses by Vera Wang[image: External link]. In an attempt to outdo each other, the singers tore off pieces of their dresses to reveal minidresses then staged a faux catfight[image: External link] that left the audience in disbelief. "People thought Whitney and I had some kind of beef," explained Carey.[39]

1999: Lil' Kim[image: External link] showed up at the 1999 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] with an entire breast exposed and only a tiny piece of fabric over the nipple. Kim's outfit became even more controversial later when she appeared on stage with Mary J. Blige and Diana Ross to present the Best Hip-Hop Video award, and Ross reached over, cupped her hand under Kim's exposed breast and jiggled it while Kim laughed.[40]

During the following acceptance speech by the Beastie Boys[image: External link], group member Ad-Rock[image: External link] addressed the instances of rape and sexual assault that occurred in the crowd at the recent Woodstock 1999[image: External link] concert event. He pleaded to other musicians in the room to make a change in the way they treat fans at concerts; to pledge to talk with promoters and security to ensure "the safety of all the girls and the women who come to our shows."[41]

Afeni Shakur[image: External link] and Voletta Wallace, the mothers of the recently slain Tupac Shakur[image: External link] and The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link], met for the first time at the ceremony.[42]

Britney Spears made her debut appearance on the show, performing her single "...Baby One More Time[image: External link]" and later introducing NSYNC[image: External link] for "Tearin' Up My Heart[image: External link]."

TLC[image: External link] won Best Group Video for "No Scrubs[image: External link]", receiving a standing ovation[image: External link] from the audience and artists. For the second year in a row, the Backstreet Boys[image: External link] took the Viewer's Choice Award for "I Want It That Way[image: External link]", a song they performed during the broadcast.

Before presenting the final award, a group of drag queens[image: External link] paid tribute to Madonna wearing her most iconic outfits with a medley of her hit songs. Madonna herself then appeared onstage and remarked, "All I have to say is that it takes a real man to fill my shoes." She then introduced Paul McCartney[image: External link], who presented the Video of the Year to "some guy called Laurence Hill" (Lauryn Hill).
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2000: At the 2000 Video Music Awards[image: External link], Limp Bizkit[image: External link] won the award for Best Rock Video. As vocalist Fred Durst[image: External link] spoke, Rage Against the Machine[image: External link] bassist Tim Commerford[image: External link] climbed onto the scaffolding of the set. Durst egged Commerford on, saying "Stage dive, dude" and "Take a dive," finally ending his speech with "and [Commerford]'s a pussy 'cause he won't jump." Commerford and his bodyguard[image: External link] were sentenced to a night in jail. RATM vocalist Zack de la Rocha[image: External link] reportedly left the awards after Commerford's stunt. RATM guitarist Tom Morello[image: External link] recalled that Commerford related his plan to the rest of the band before the show, and that both de la Rocha and Morello advised him against it immediately after Bizkit was presented the award.[43][44]

Eminem performed his two singles "The Real Slim Shady[image: External link]" and "The Way I Am[image: External link]". The performance began with Eminem's single "The Real Slim Shady" which started outside the Radio City Music Hall[image: External link] on 6th Avenue, Manhattan. Eminem continued his performance into the arena and was followed by a hundred Eminem 'clones' wearing white tank tops and baggy jeans with dyed bleach blonde hair.[45]

Britney Spears performed "(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction[image: External link]" and her hit "Oops!... I Did It Again[image: External link]", which gained media attention mostly due to Spears' ripping off a tuxedo to reveal skin-colored performance attire. At performance’s end, VMA co-host Marlon Wayans proclaimed, "Girl done went from ’The Mickey Mouse Club’ to the strip club."[46]

At the end of Christina Aguilera[image: External link]'s performance, Durst walked onstage and performed part of his band's song "Livin' It Up" with Aguilera. After eliciting charged reactions from his fans, Durst stated: "I already told you guys before, I did it all for the nookie[image: External link], man."[47] The feud died weeks later. Aguilera denied Durst's statement, saying Durst "got no nookie."[48]

Aguilera and Spears disproved rumors of a rivalry when they came onstage, holding hands, and introduced Whitney Houston. Houston, who had been targeted by the media for erratic behavior, canceled appearances, drug use rumors and being busted for carrying marijuana[image: External link] at a Hawaii airport just a few months prior, came out to a standing ovation and introduced an award to Eminem with husband Bobby Brown[image: External link], who was recently released from jail. Houston showed more erratic behavior, jumping up and down saying "free" in reference to Brown's recent jail release. Aaliyah would win two MTV Video Music Awards for Best Female Video and Best Video from a Film for Try Again.[citation needed[image: External link]]

2001: At the 2001 Video Music Awards[image: External link], Britney Spears performed her single, "I'm a Slave 4 U[image: External link]." Along with dancing in a very revealing outfit, the performance featured the singer in a cage with a tiger[image: External link] and briefly dancing with a live albino[image: External link] Burmese Python[image: External link] on her shoulders. The inclusion of a tiger and a snake in the performance bought a great deal of criticism from PETA.[46][49]

U2[image: External link] had been set to perform a medley including " Elevation[image: External link]", "Beautiful Day[image: External link]" and "Stuck in a Moment You Can't Get Out Of[image: External link]." The riser they were performing on lost power and MTV had to cut to several minutes of promos while everything was set up again. They lost power again and finally the band was lowered to the ground and performed without the riser. Lead singer Bono[image: External link] made reference after the performance that MTV "forgot to pay the electricity bill."[50]

Michael Jackson made a surprise appearance at the end of 'N Sync[image: External link]'s performance of " Pop[image: External link]", and, surrounded by members of the group, performed some of his trademark dance moves to Justin Timberlake's beatboxing[image: External link].[50]

The show paid tribute to the R&B[image: External link] singer/actress Aaliyah, who was supposed to present an award but died the weekend before from a small plane crash. U2 paid tribute to Punk-Rock[image: External link] singer Joey Ramone[image: External link], who died of lymphoma[image: External link] 4 months before.[51][52]

2002: In 2002[image: External link], the VMAs[image: External link] took place on Michael Jackson's birthday, and as a tribute, Britney Spears introduced him saying she "considered him the artist of the millennium." Jackson said, "When I was a little boy growing up in Indiana if someone told me I'd be getting 'the artist of the millennium award,' I'd have never believed it."[53] A year later, at the 2003 VMAs[image: External link], this was parodied by presenters Fred Durst[image: External link] and Jack Black[image: External link], with Durst stating that Black was the "funniest man alive."[46][54]

The Hives[image: External link] and The Vines[image: External link] both performed on the night after the sudden garage rock revival[image: External link] during the year, with rumors spreading around that it was to be 'battle of the bands' performance. Once The Hives performed, singer Howlin' Pelle Almqvist[image: External link] said to the crowd "I know you want us to play more, but that's all the time we have for so you can turn off [your TV] now",[55] just before The Vines came on the bigger stage to perform their hit single "Get Free[image: External link]", ultimately destroying their set after their performance.

Triumph, the Insult Comic Dog[image: External link] appeared and had a confrontation with Eminem. Eminem had a confrontation with Moby[image: External link], who had called the rapper's music misogynistic[image: External link] and homophobic[image: External link]. By that time, there were various boos from the crowd. The Best Male Video award was given to Eminem right after the confrontation with Triumph and Moby, and when Eminem went to stage to pick up the award, in the middle of his speech, he challenged Moby to fight if he continued to boo him.[56]

Justin Timberlake made his solo performance debut on the show, performing his single "Like I Love You[image: External link]".

Tionne "T-Boz" Watkins[image: External link] and Rozonda "Chilli" Thomas[image: External link], the surviving members of the top-selling R&B[image: External link] trio TLC[image: External link], made their first television appearance since the death of bandmate Lisa "Left Eye" Lopes[image: External link].[56]

Christina Aguilera[image: External link] shocked the audience by wearing a revealing outfit and heavy make-up, with a sexual image contrasting her previous good-girl persona.[57] She was part of an awkward moment at the awards when presenting the Best Male Video Award to Eminem, who had insulted her in 2000.[58]

Avril Lavigne[image: External link] won her first award ever as Best New Artist in a Video, getting the record for the youngest artist so far to win this award at the age of 17. She kicked off the 2002 VMAs with a " Complicated[image: External link]" / "Sk8er Boi[image: External link]" pre-show performance and together Lisa Marie Presley[image: External link] they gave the award for Best Female Video to P!nk[image: External link] who was under the effects of alcohol during her acceptance speech.[56]

Axl Rose[image: External link] unveiled the new lineup of New Guns N' Roses[image: External link]. The band's set was the show's finale, and although the performance was meant to be kept a secret, some New York radio outlets announced the performance earlier in the day. The band played a set consisting of "Welcome to the Jungle[image: External link]", " Madagascar[image: External link]", and "Paradise City[image: External link]".[59]

2003: At the 2003 Video Music Awards[image: External link], Madonna portrayed a groom[image: External link] kissing her brides[image: External link], Britney Spears and Christina Aguilera[image: External link], on stage. The gender role-reversal and lesbian[image: External link] theme instantly made front page headlines. The three singers performed a medley[image: External link] of her early hit, "Like a Virgin[image: External link]", and her then latest release, " Hollywood[image: External link]", with a guest rap by Missy Elliott. A quick camera cut to the reaction of Justin Timberlake, who dated Spears until 2002, also gained media attention.[60] The design resembled Madonna's performance of "Like a Virgin" at the 1984 VMAs[image: External link]: the same wedding cake[image: External link] set, wedding dresses and "Boy Toy" belt worn by Madonna in 1984 now adorned Aguilera and Spears.[61]

Beyoncé made an unusual entrance, descending upside down from the rafters[image: External link] at Radio City Music Hall. Knowles performed "Baby Boy" as she was gently lowered to the stage, dressed in harem pants. She was later joined by Jay Z as they performed their duet "Crazy in Love[image: External link]." The performance marked Knowles' solo debut.[62]

2004: The 2004 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] were held at the American Airlines Arena[image: External link] in Miami, Florida[image: External link]. This was the first time the awards show was held outside of New York City and Los Angeles. It was the first video music awards to not have a host.[63]
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2005: At the 2005 show[image: External link], Green Day[image: External link] returned, taking home the Best Rock Video, Best Group Video, and Video of the Year Moonmen for "Boulevard of Broken Dreams[image: External link]," which they performed during the broadcast. They also took the Viewer's Choice award for "American Idiot[image: External link]."

Also at the show, while introducing the reggaeton[image: External link] spot, Fat Joe[image: External link] made a disparaging comment about G-Unit[image: External link]: "I'd like to tell the people home I feel so safe tonight with all this police protection courtesy of G-Unit..." Later in the show, after G-Unit's performance, 50 Cent directed profanities at Fat Joe which were edited out before the shows airing although some broadcasts played the uncensored version of the show.[64] R. Kelly[image: External link] performed his rap opera, "Trapped in the Closet[image: External link]."[65]

Actress Eva Longoria[image: External link] caused a stir when she appeared barely dressed to introduce Mariah Carey.[66] Gwen Stefani[image: External link] and Snoop Dogg[image: External link] won best dressed female and male and received prizes to donate to a charity of their choice.[67]

The 2005 VMAs were the first to have a performance in Spanish[image: External link], when Shakira, performed her single "La Tortura" with Alejandro Sanz. It was also the first time that Spanish videos were nominated at the awards.[65]

Kelly Clarkson[image: External link] performed a high energy version of her song "Since U Been Gone[image: External link]" barefoot wearing a torn up halter top and Capri pants. Clarkson moved through the crowd during the performance, which culminated in the singer getting sprayed with water. By the end of the song, she and a portion of the audience were soaking wet.[68]

Beavis and Butt-head[image: External link] appeared in several Viewer's Choice award skits, saying to "Vote to put Beavis and Butt-head back on MTV!".[69] Rather belatedly, the TV show returned to MTV in 2011.

2006: Justin Timberlake opened the 2006 Video Music Awards[image: External link] performing his singles "My Love[image: External link]" and " SexyBack[image: External link]". The awards were distributed evenly across all genres, as hip-hop, pop and rock artists alike all won Moonmen. 2006 was also the first time that viewers voted for all the performer's categories (Video of the Year, Best Male Video, Best Group Video, among others, except professional categories).[70]

When Panic! at the Disco[image: External link] won Video of the Year for "I Write Sins Not Tragedies[image: External link]", a man calling himself Sixx jumped onstage claiming that MTV had denied him his own TV show.[70] Hosted by Jack Black[image: External link], there were also performances by Shakira with Wyclef Jean, Beyoncé, Christina Aguilera[image: External link] and The Killers[image: External link].

2007: The 2007 Video Music Awards[image: External link] was opened by Britney Spears performing her comeback single "Gimme More[image: External link]". Spears failed to live up to the pre-show hype about her appearance. She appeared to be intoxicated, with poor lip-syncing and dancing, and showing off an out-of-shape physique after reportedly tossing aside her costume, appearing wearing only a black, sparkly bra[image: External link] and panty set.[71][72] The performance was dubbed "career crippling".[40]

Kid Rock[image: External link] and Tommy Lee[image: External link] were involved in an altercation during Alicia Keys's performance. Lee was sitting with magician Criss Angel[image: External link] when the two went to visit Diddy[image: External link], who was sitting close to Kid Rock. Kid Rock allegedly punched Tommy Lee in the face. The two were broken up, and both were escorted from the resort. Angel was removed a short time later.[73]

2008: The 2008 Video Music Awards[image: External link] were opened by Britney Spears which welcomed everybody to the 25-year anniversary of the Video Music Awards. Rihanna opened the show with her song " Disturbia[image: External link]" in a black leather outfit . After 16 nominations, Britney Spears finally won her first VMA, taking Best Female Video, Best Pop Video, and Video of the Year for "Piece of Me[image: External link]", considered as Spears' comeback.[74]

Host Russell Brand[image: External link] commented on Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama[image: External link], begging the audience to vote for him. Brand called President George W. Bush[image: External link] a "retarded cowboy" and claimed Bush "wouldn't be trusted with a pair of scissors in Britain."[75]

Russell Brand also made comments on the Jonas Brothers[image: External link] for wearing purity rings[image: External link]. Brand later faced criticism for his swipes at the trio. He confirmed his apology at the MTV Video Music Awards 2009[image: External link] by saying "I upset the Jonas Brothers last year, I had to say sorry to them and they forgave me. They had to, they're Christians." During her introduction of T.I. and Rihanna's performance, Jordin Sparks[image: External link], who also wears a purity ring, defended the boy-band by saying "It's not bad to wear a promise ring because not everybody, guy or girl, wants to be a slut." Sparks was in turn criticized for implying that those who do not wear purity rings or do not abstain are promiscuous.[76]

2009: At the 2009 Video Music Awards, country singer Taylor Swift won Best Female video for "You Belong with Me." During her acceptance speech, rapper Kanye West unexpectedly showed up on stage. Taking the microphone from Swift, he announced "Yo Tay, I'm really happy for you, and Imma let you finish, but Beyoncé had one of the best videos of all time. One of the best videos of all time!"[77][78] MTV cut away from the stage (showing Beyoncé with an embarrassed look) after West gave the microphone back to Swift and giving the middle finger to the audience as they started booing him off stage, and so Swift did not finish her speech. West was removed for the rest of the show. However, when Beyoncé won Video of the Year for "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)," she called Swift back on stage to "have her moment" (finishing her speech from winning Best Female Video). In an off-the-record portion of an interview the following day, President Barack Obama[image: External link] called West a "jackass" for his antics.[79] During a post-interview, Jay-Z admitted West was wrong to go on stage, but he thought people were overreacting to the incident.[80]

Madonna opened the show talking about her experiences with Michael Jackson. After her speech, a Michael Jackson tribute commenced, including Janet Jackson performing the duet " Scream[image: External link]". The show closed with a sneak preview of Michael Jackson's This Is It[image: External link] movie.[81]

Lady Gaga later performed her song " Paparazzi[image: External link]" and shocked the audience when she appeared to bleed out on stage. It was actually a contraption in her outfit.[82]

Beyoncé performed her song "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" with over two dozen female dancers dancing with her.[83]

P!nk[image: External link] performed her single " Sober[image: External link]" while doing a trapeze act during the entire performance while singing live.

Rapper Lil' Mama[image: External link] jumped on stage as Jay Z and Alicia Keys performed "Empire State of Mind[image: External link]."[84] Lil' Mama later apologized.[85] During an interview with New York Radio DJ Angie Martinez[image: External link], Jay-Z said that he thought the unrehearsed move was something similar to the West and Swift incident.[85]

Beyoncé, Lady Gaga and Green Day[image: External link] were the big winners of the night, with three awards each.[83]
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2010: At the 2010 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], Taylor Swift performed her song " Innocent[image: External link]", while West performed "Runaway" with Pusha T[image: External link] giving a stellar performance on the MPC2000[image: External link].[86] Eminem, who performed at the show, did not receive his awards in person, as he had to leave immediately to perform with Jay Z at The Home & Home Tour[image: External link] in New York City the next day.[87] Additionally, will.i.am[image: External link]'s " blackface[image: External link]" outfit sparked controversy among African-Americans.[88] Florence + the Machine[image: External link] performed "Dog Days Are Over[image: External link]".[89]

Lady Gaga won eight awards, including Video of the Year, Best Female Video, and Best Pop Video for "Bad Romance[image: External link]"; she also won Best Collaboration for "Telephone" with Beyoncé. Upon accepting her Video of the Year award, Gaga wore a dress made entirely of raw meat[image: External link], which drew criticism from PETA.[90] Justin Bieber won Best New Artist, making him the youngest person to ever win a VMA.[91]

Overall, the show grabbed 11.4 million viewers—the largest audience for an MTV Video Music Awards since 2002[image: External link], and until 2011[image: External link]'s new record.[92]

2011: The 2011 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] returned to the Nokia Theatre[image: External link] in Los Angeles, California. In the entire history of the show, this was the third time no host was appointed, although Kevin Hart[image: External link], who would receive the position a year later, delivered an opening monologue.

The tribute to Britney Spears included performances by young talents, who danced to various hit singles by Spears including "...Baby One More Time[image: External link]" and "Till the World Ends[image: External link]". After the tribute, Lady Gaga went onstage to present Britney the Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award.[93] While accepting her award she and Gaga (dressed as her alter ego Joe Calderone) teased a kiss. Spears rejected the exchange saying, "I've done that already", referring to her liplock with Madonna at the 2003 show.[94]

During Kanye West and Jay Z's surprise performance of " Otis[image: External link]", a man attempted to rush the stage but was quickly taken off by security.[95]

Katy Perry[image: External link] and Kanye West won the Award for Best Video for a Collaborative Single. As they went onstage to receive the award, Perry made a reference to West's incident with Taylor Swift two years back. This was the first award Perry won in four years of being nominated.[96]

Prior to her performance, Beyoncé announced on the red carpet that she and husband Jay Z were expecting a baby. Straight after Beyoncé finished performing her song "Love on Top", she also revealed again that she was pregnant by showing off her baby bump and rubbing it. That evening, Beyoncé set the record for the most mentions on Twitter per second (with 8,868) and helped this year's VMAs become the most-watched broadcast in MTV history, pulling in 12.4 million viewers.[97]

A tribute to late singer Amy Winehouse also took place; Russell Brand[image: External link] delivered a monologue on his thoughts on her, after which Tony Bennett[image: External link] previewed his collaboration with her for his album Duets II[image: External link]. Afterwards, Bruno Mars performed " Valerie[image: External link]" in her honor.[98]

Katy Perry won three awards including Video of the Year for " Firework[image: External link]", and Lady Gaga won two awards, including the new category Best Video With a Message for "Born This Way[image: External link]".[99]

2012: The 2012 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] aired live from the Staples Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles, California on Thursday, September 6, 2012. One Direction[image: External link] was the big winner of the night receiving Best New Artist, Best Pop Video, and Most Share Worthy Video. Rihanna won the Video of the Year Award for "We Found Love[image: External link]".

The awards ceremony was the least-watched VMA show since 2007. The major contributing factor was moving the broadcast date to Thursday instead of Sunday, the day MTV been using since 2004 with the exception in 2006. MTV also moved up the telecast to 8pm instead of 9pm, to avoid competing with President Barack Obama[image: External link]'s speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] and this was early for MTV's targeted young audience.[100]

2013: For the show's 30th anniversary, MTV redesigned its moon-man statue[101] for one year only due to the ceremony's being held in Brooklyn[image: External link] for the first time. Brooklyn artist KAWS[image: External link] used Michelin Man[image: External link] as inspiration to redesign the image of the renowned MTV moon-man. Barclays Center[image: External link], which served as the venue for the 2013 show[image: External link], was decorated also by KAWS, themed around the resigned moon-man. The 2013 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] also marks the fourth time in the awards show history that a host had not been appointed for the annual event.[102]

Lady Gaga opened the ceremony, performing her single " Applause[image: External link]". During the performance, Gaga changed three times (on stage) and gave tribute[image: External link] to her past eras (The Fame[image: External link], The Fame Monster[image: External link] and Born This Way[image: External link] era). At the end, Gaga came on stage wearing nothing but a seashell bikini.

Miley Cyrus[image: External link]' performance of her song "We Can't Stop[image: External link]" featured the former child star entering the stage through a giant teddy bear wearing a one-piece bodice with a teddy bear styled on it. The singer performed with a group of back-up dancers dressed as giant bears before singer Robin Thicke[image: External link] joined Cyrus on stage to perform his song "Blurred Lines[image: External link]". Cyrus then stripped down to a flesh colored bikini and proceeded to perform her signature twerking[image: External link] dance moves, simulating sex with Thicke and groping his genitals with a giant foam finger.[103] The flabbergasted reactions of several celebrity audience members, including Rihanna and members of One Direction[image: External link], also gained attention in the media.[104]

Justin Timberlake's " Mirrors[image: External link]" won the Video of The Year, making him the first male solo artist to win this category since Eminem in 2002 with "Without Me". Timberlake also became the second artist to be honored with the Video Vanguard Award and win the award for Video of the Year in the same night since Peter Gabriel[image: External link] in 1987. To celebrate his Video Vanguard Award, Timberlake performed a 15-minute medley performance, which included a mini reunion with his former band NSYNC[image: External link].[105] The set list of the most watched performance of the night[106] included songs from all four studio albums of Timberlake's solo career so far, such as "Cry Me a River[image: External link]", " SexyBack[image: External link]" and "Suit & Tie[image: External link]".

2014: "Wrecking Ball[image: External link]" by Miley Cyrus[image: External link] took home the award for Video of the Year. For her acceptance speech, a man named Jesse was sent by Cyrus to raise awareness to the homeless youth of America.[107] Beyoncé closed the show by performing a 16-minute medley of her self-titled fifth studio album. After the performance, Jay Z and her daughter Blue presented the Video Vanguard Award to her.[108]
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2015: American fashion designer Jeremy Scott[image: External link] redesigned this year’s "moonman", being this the second time the statue has been transformed.[109] Taylor Swift won Video of the Year for "Bad Blood[image: External link]",[110] and presented the Video Vanguard Award to Kanye West. West ended his acceptance speech announcing he will run for president in 2020.[111] Miley Cyrus[image: External link], this year's host, closed the show by performing along with a group of drag queens who participated on RuPaul's Drag Race[image: External link].[112]

2016: The 2016 show was held at the Madison Square Garden[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link].[113] Rihanna received the Video Vanguard Award after performing four times during the show, opening and closing the ceremony.[114] Beyoncé became the artist with the most number of VMAs with 24 moonmen, passing Madonna previous record of 20.[115] The telecast saw a drop in audience for third year in a row.[116]
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	Year
	Date
	Venue
	Host City
	Host[117]
	Video of the Year Winner
	Ref.



	1984[image: External link]
	September 14
	Radio City Music Hall[image: External link]
	New York City[image: External link]
	Dan Aykroyd[image: External link] and Bette Midler[image: External link]
	"You Might Think[image: External link]" by The Cars[image: External link]

(Directed by Alex Weil[image: External link])
	[118]



	1985[image: External link]
	September 13
	Eddie Murphy
	"The Boys of Summer[image: External link]" by Don Henley[image: External link]

(Directed by Jean-Baptiste Mondino[image: External link])
	[119]



	1986[image: External link]
	September 5
	The Palladium[image: External link],

Gibson Amphitheatre[image: External link]
	New York City,

Los Angeles[image: External link]
	MTV VJs[image: External link]: "Downtown" Julie Brown[image: External link], Mark Goodman[image: External link], Alan Hunter[image: External link], Martha Quinn[image: External link] and Dweezil Zappa[image: External link]
	"Money for Nothing[image: External link]" by Dire Straits[image: External link]

(Directed by Steve Barron[image: External link])
	[120]



	1987[image: External link]
	September 11
	Gibson Amphitheatre[image: External link]
	Los Angeles
	MTV VJs[image: External link]: "Downtown" Julie Brown[image: External link], Carolyne Heldman, Dweezil Zappa[image: External link] and Kevin Seal[image: External link]
	" Sledgehammer[image: External link]" by Peter Gabriel[image: External link]

(Directed by Stephen R. Johnson[image: External link])
	[121]



	1988[image: External link]
	September 7
	Arsenio Hall[image: External link]
	"Need You Tonight[image: External link]" / " Mediate[image: External link]" by INXS[image: External link]

(Directed by Richard Lowenstein[image: External link])
	[122]



	1989[image: External link]
	September 6
	"This Note's for You" by Neil Young[image: External link]

(Directed by Julien Temple[image: External link])
	[11]



	1990[image: External link]
	September 6
	"Nothing Compares 2 U[image: External link]" by Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link]

(Directed by John Maybury[image: External link])
	[123]



	1991[image: External link]
	September 5
	"Losing My Religion[image: External link]" by R.E.M.[image: External link]

(Directed by Tarsem Singh[image: External link])
	[17]



	1992[image: External link]
	September 9
	UCLA[image: External link]'s Pauley Pavilion[image: External link]
	Dana Carvey[image: External link]
	"Right Now[image: External link]" by Van Halen[image: External link]

(Directed by Mark Fenske)
	[124]



	1993[image: External link]
	September 2
	Gibson Amphitheatre[image: External link]
	Christian Slater[image: External link]
	" Jeremy[image: External link]" by Pearl Jam[image: External link]

(Directed by Mark Pellington[image: External link])
	[19]



	1994[image: External link]
	September 8
	Radio City Music Hall[image: External link]
	New York City
	Roseanne Barr[image: External link]
	" Cryin'[image: External link]" by Aerosmith[image: External link]

(Directed by Marty Callner[image: External link])
	[21]



	1995[image: External link]
	September 7
	Dennis Miller[image: External link]
	" Waterfalls[image: External link]" by TLC[image: External link]

(Directed by F. Gary Gray[image: External link])
	[26]



	1996[image: External link]
	September 4
	"Tonight, Tonight[image: External link]" by The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link]

(Directed by Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris[image: External link])
	[29]



	1997[image: External link]
	September 4
	Chris Rock[image: External link]
	"Virtual Insanity[image: External link]" by Jamiroquai[image: External link]

(Directed by Jonathan Glazer[image: External link])
	[32]



	1998[image: External link]
	September 10
	Gibson Amphitheatre[image: External link]
	Los Angeles
	Ben Stiller
	"Ray of Light[image: External link]" by Madonna

(Directed by Jonas Åkerlund[image: External link])
	[125]



	1999[image: External link]
	September 9
	Metropolitan Opera House[image: External link]
	New York City
	Chris Rock[image: External link]
	"Doo Wop (That Thing)[image: External link]" by Lauryn Hill

(Directed by Big TV![image: External link])
	[42]



	2000[image: External link]
	September 7
	Radio City Music Hall[image: External link]
	Marlon Wayans[image: External link] and Shawn Wayans[image: External link]
	"The Real Slim Shady[image: External link]" by Eminem

(Directed by Dr. Dre[image: External link] and Philip Atwell[image: External link])
	[126]



	2001[image: External link]
	September 6
	Metropolitan Opera House[image: External link]
	Jamie Foxx
	"Lady Marmalade[image: External link]" by Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Lil' Kim[image: External link], Mýa[image: External link] and Pink

(Directed by Paul Hunter[image: External link])
	[50]



	2002[image: External link]
	August 29
	Radio City Music Hall[image: External link]
	Jimmy Fallon[image: External link]
	"Without Me[image: External link]" by Eminem

(Directed by Joseph Kahn[image: External link])
	[57]



	2003[image: External link]
	August 28
	Chris Rock[image: External link]
	"Work It[image: External link]" by Missy Elliott

(Directed by Dave Meyers[image: External link])
	[127]



	2004[image: External link]
	August 29
	American Airlines Arena[image: External link]
	Miami[image: External link]
	N/A
	"Hey Ya![image: External link]" by OutKast[image: External link]

(Directed by Bryan Barber[image: External link])
	[128]



	2005[image: External link]
	August 28
	Sean "Diddy" Combs[image: External link]
	"Boulevard of Broken Dreams[image: External link]" by Green Day[image: External link]

(Directed by Samuel Bayer[image: External link])
	[65]



	2006[image: External link]
	August 31
	Radio City Music Hall[image: External link]
	New York City
	Jack Black[image: External link]
	"I Write Sins Not Tragedies[image: External link]" by Panic! At The Disco[image: External link]

(Directed by Shane Drake[image: External link])
	[70]



	2007[image: External link]
	September 9
	Palms Casino Resort[image: External link]
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	N/A
	" Umbrella[image: External link]" by Rihanna featuring Jay Z

(Directed by Chris Applebaum[image: External link])
	[129]



	2008[image: External link]
	September 7
	Paramount Studios[image: External link]
	Los Angeles
	Russell Brand[image: External link]
	"Piece of Me[image: External link]" by Britney Spears

(Directed by Wayne Isham[image: External link])
	[130]



	2009
	September 13
	Radio City Music Hall[image: External link]
	New York City
	"Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" by Beyoncé

(Directed by Jake Nava[image: External link])
	[83]



	2010[image: External link]
	September 12
	Nokia Theatre[image: External link]
	Los Angeles
	Chelsea Handler[image: External link]
	"Bad Romance[image: External link]" by Lady Gaga

(Directed by Francis Lawrence[image: External link])
	[131]



	2011[image: External link]
	August 28
	N/A
	" Firework[image: External link]" by Katy Perry[image: External link]

(Directed by Dave Meyers[image: External link])
	[132]



	2012[image: External link]
	September 6
	Staples Center[image: External link]
	Kevin Hart[image: External link]
	"We Found Love[image: External link]" by Rihanna featuring Calvin Harris[image: External link]

(Directed by Melina Matsoukas[image: External link])
	[133]



	2013[image: External link]
	August 25
	Barclays Center[image: External link]
	New York City
	N/A
	" Mirrors[image: External link]" by Justin Timberlake

(Directed by Floria Sigismondi[image: External link])
	[134]



	2014
	August 24
	The Forum[image: External link]
	Inglewood[image: External link]
	"Wrecking Ball[image: External link]" by Miley Cyrus[image: External link]

(Directed by Terry Richardson[image: External link])
	[135]



	2015[image: External link]
	August 30
	Microsoft Theater[image: External link]
	Los Angeles
	Miley Cyrus[image: External link]
	"Bad Blood[image: External link]" by Taylor Swift featuring Kendrick Lamar

(Directed by Joseph Kahn[image: External link])
	[136]



	2016
	August 28
	Madison Square Garden[image: External link]
	New York City
	N/A
	"Formation" by Beyoncé

(Directed by Melina Matsoukas[image: External link])
	[113]



	2017[image: External link]
	August 27
	The Forum[image: External link]
	Inglewood
	TBD
	[137]
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	Video of the Year[image: External link]

	
Best Male Video[image: External link] (awarded as Male Artist of the Year in 2007)

	
Best Female Video[image: External link] (awarded as Female Artist of the Year in 2007)

	
Best New Artist[image: External link] (awarded as Best New Artist in a Video from 1984 to 2006, Artist to Watch from 2013 to 2015)

	Best Pop Video[image: External link]

	Best Rock Video[image: External link]

	Best Hip-Hop Video[image: External link]

	
Best Electronic Video[image: External link] (awarded as Best Dance Video from 1989 to 2006, Best Dancing in a Video in 2008, Best Dance Music Video in 2010, Best Electronic Dance Music Video in 2012, and MTV Clubland Award in 2014)

	
Best Collaboration[image: External link] (awarded as Most Earthshattering Collaboration from 2007)

	
Breakthrough Long Form Video[image: External link] (awarded as Best Best Long Form Video from 1991)

	Best Direction[image: External link]

	Best Choreography[image: External link]

	
Best Visual Effects[image: External link] (1984-2006, 2008–present, awarded as Best Special Effects from 1984 to 2011)

	
Best Art Direction[image: External link] (1984-2006, 2008–present)

	Best Editing[image: External link]

	
Best Cinematography[image: External link] (1984-2006, 2008–present)

	Song of Summer

	
Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award (special lifetime achievement award)
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 Past award categories





	Special Recognition Award (1984-1986)

	
Best Overall Performance in a Video[image: External link] (1984–1987)

	
Most Experimental Video[image: External link] (1984–1987; replaced by Breakthrough Video)

	
Best Concept Video[image: External link] (1984–1988)

	
Best Stage Performance in a Video[image: External link] (1984–1989)

	
Best Post-Modern Video[image: External link] (1989–1990; replaced by Best Alternative Video)

	
Best Alternative Video[image: External link] (1991–1998)

	
Best Artist Website[image: External link] (1999)

	
Best Video from a Film[image: External link] (1987–2003)

	
International Viewer's Choice[image: External link] (1989–2003; awards for individual regions were created and eliminated in different years)

	
Best R&B Video[image: External link] (1993–2006)

	
Best Rap Video[image: External link] (1989–2006)

	
MTV2 Award[image: External link] (2001–2006)

	
Viewer's Choice[image: External link] (1984–2006)

	
Best Video Game Soundtrack[image: External link] (2004–2006)

	
Best Video Game Score[image: External link] (2006)

	
Ringtone of the Year[image: External link] (2006)

	
Best Group Video[image: External link] (1984–2007; awarded as Best Group in 2007)

	
Quadruple Threat of the Year[image: External link] (2007)

	
Monster Single of the Year[image: External link] (2007)

	Best UK Video (2008)

	Best Video (That Should Have Won a Moonman) (2009)

	
Breakthrough Video[image: External link] (1988–2005, 2009–2010)

	Most Share-Worthy Video (2012)

	
Best Latino Artist[image: External link] (2010–2013)

	Best Lyric Video (2014)

	
Best Video with a Social Message[image: External link] (2011–2015)
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 Ratings




Ratings are not available prior to 1994 because MTV was not subscribing to Nielsen Media Research[image: External link]'s program ratings prior to 1994.[138] Ceremonies after 2014 only account for ratings accrued on MTV itself, not live simulcasts of the ceremony across many Viacom Media Networks[image: External link] channels as a whole.



	Year
	Day[138]
	Time
	Date
	Households Rating[138]
	Households Share[138]
	MTV Viewers[138]

(in millions)
	Cumulative Viewers (in millions)



	1994[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:25pm
	September 8, 1994
	4.1
	N/A
	5.36
	N/A



	1995[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:00pm
	September 7, 1995
	3.7
	7
	6.33
	N/A



	1996[image: External link]
	Wednesday
	8:00–11:00pm
	September 4, 1996
	3.6
	6
	5.07
	N/A



	1997[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:00pm
	September 4, 1997
	5.2
	9
	7.47
	N/A



	1998[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:13pm
	September 10, 1998
	5.8
	10
	8.94
	N/A



	1999[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:13pm
	September 9, 1999
	8.0
	14
	11.94
	N/A



	2000[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:09pm
	September 7, 2000
	6.5
	11
	9.85
	N/A



	2001[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:26pm
	September 6, 2001
	6.6
	11
	10.76
	N/A



	2002[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:17pm
	August 29, 2002
	6.6
	11
	11.95
	N/A



	2003[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:03pm
	August 28, 2003
	6.4
	11
	10.71
	N/A



	2004[image: External link]
	Sunday
	8:00–11:11pm
	August 29, 2004
	6.3
	11
	10.32
	N/A



	2005[image: External link]
	Sunday
	8:00–11:23pm
	August 28, 2005
	5.0
	8
	8.01
	N/A



	2006[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–11:28pm
	August 31, 2006
	3.6
	6
	5.77
	N/A



	2007[image: External link]
	Sunday
	9:00–11:12pm
	September 9, 2007
	4.0
	7
	7.08
	N/A



	2008[image: External link]
	Sunday
	9:00–11:20pm
	September 7, 2008
	5.0
	8
	8.43[139]
	N/A



	2009
	Sunday
	9:00–11:21pm
	September 13, 2009
	7.5
	8
	8.97[140]
	N/A



	2010[image: External link]
	Sunday
	9:00–11:15pm
	September 12, 2010
	10
	8
	11.40[141]
	N/A



	2011[image: External link]
	Sunday
	9:00–11:27pm
	August 28, 2011
	10.8
	N/A
	12.40[142]
	N/A



	2012[image: External link]
	Thursday
	8:00–10:00pm
	September 6, 2012
	2.8
	N/A
	6.13[143]
	N/A



	2013[image: External link]
	Sunday
	9:00–11:28pm
	August 25, 2013
	
7.8


	
N/A


	
10.1[144]


	N/A



	2014
	Sunday
	9:00–11:13pm
	August 24, 2014
	
4.2


	N/A
	
8.3[145]


	10.3[146]



	2015[image: External link]
	Sunday
	9:00–11:37pm
	August 30, 2015
	N/A
	N/A
	
5.03[147]


	9.8[148]



	2016
	Sunday
	9:00–11:54pm
	August 28, 2016
	N/A
	N/A
	
3.3[149]


	6.5[150]
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	Artist
	Years
	Number of awards[a]
	Awarded work[151]



	Beyoncé
	2003[image: External link]–16
	24
	"Crazy in Love[image: External link]" (3); "Naughty Girl" (1); "Check on It[image: External link]" (1); "Beautiful Liar" (1); "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" (3); "Run the World (Girls)" (1); "Countdown" (1); Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award; "Pretty Hurts[image: External link]" (2); "Drunk in Love" (1); " 7/11[image: External link]" (1); "Hold Up[image: External link]" (1); Lemonade[image: External link] (1); "Formation" (6)



	Madonna
	1986[image: External link]– 99[image: External link]
	20
	Video Vanguard Award; "Papa Don't Preach[image: External link]" (1); "Express Yourself[image: External link]" (3); "Like a Prayer[image: External link]" (1); " Vogue[image: External link]" (3); The Immaculate Collection[image: External link] (1); " Rain[image: External link]" (2); "Take a Bow[image: External link]" (1); "Ray of Light[image: External link]" (5); " Frozen[image: External link]" (1); "Beautiful Stranger[image: External link]" (1)



	Lady Gaga
	2009– 11[image: External link]
	13
	" Paparazzi[image: External link]" (2); "Poker Face[image: External link]" (1); "Bad Romance[image: External link]" (7); "Telephone" (1); "Born This Way[image: External link]" (2)



	Peter Gabriel[image: External link]
	1987[image: External link]– 94[image: External link]
	" Sledgehammer[image: External link]" (9); Video Vanguard Award; " Steam[image: External link]" (2); "Kiss That Frog" (1)



	R.E.M.[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link]– 95[image: External link]
	12
	"Orange Crush[image: External link]" (1); "Losing My Religion[image: External link]" (6); "Everybody Hurts[image: External link]" (4); Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award



	Eminem
	1999[image: External link]–14
	"My Name Is[image: External link]" (1); "The Real Slim Shady[image: External link]" (2); "Without Me[image: External link]" (4); "Lose Yourself" (1); "We Made You[image: External link]" (1); "Not Afraid[image: External link]" (2); "Rap God[image: External link]" (1)



	Justin Timberlake
	2003[image: External link]– 13[image: External link]
	11
	"Cry Me a River[image: External link]" (2); "Rock Your Body[image: External link]" (1); "What Goes Around... Comes Around[image: External link]" (1); "Let Me Talk to You/My Love[image: External link]" (1); Male Artist of the Year[image: External link]; Quadruple Threat of the Year[image: External link]; Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award; "Suit & Tie[image: External link]" (1); " Mirrors[image: External link]" (2)



	Green Day[image: External link]
	1998[image: External link]–09
	"Good Riddance (Time of Your Life)[image: External link]" (1); "Boulevard of Broken Dreams[image: External link]" (6); "American Idiot[image: External link]" (1); "21 Guns[image: External link]" (3)



	Aerosmith[image: External link]
	1990[image: External link]– 98[image: External link]
	10
	"Janie's Got a Gun[image: External link]" (2); "The Other Side[image: External link]" (1); "Livin' on the Edge[image: External link]" (1); " Cryin'[image: External link]" (3); "Falling in Love (Is Hard on the Knees)[image: External link]" (1); " Pink[image: External link]" (1); "I Don't Want to Miss a Thing[image: External link]" (1)



	Fatboy Slim[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]– 01[image: External link]
	9
	"Praise You[image: External link]" (3); "Weapon of Choice[image: External link]" (6)



	Janet Jackson
	1987[image: External link]– 95[image: External link]
	" Nasty[image: External link]" (1); "The Pleasure Principle[image: External link]" (1); "Rhythm Nation[image: External link]" (1); Video Vanguard Award; "Love Will Never Do (Without You)[image: External link]" (1); " If[image: External link]" (1); " Scream[image: External link]" (3)



	A-ha[image: External link]
	1986[image: External link]
	8
	"Take On Me[image: External link]" (6); "The Sun Always Shines on T.V.[image: External link]" (2)



	Michael Jackson
	1984[image: External link]– 95[image: External link]
	" Thriller[image: External link]" (3); Video Vanguard Award; "Leave Me Alone[image: External link]" (1); " Scream[image: External link]" (3)



	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]
	1992[image: External link]– 06[image: External link]
	"Give It Away[image: External link]" (2); "Under the Bridge[image: External link]" (1); Best Artist Website; " Californication[image: External link]" (2); Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award; "Dani California[image: External link]" (1)



	'N Sync[image: External link]
	2000[image: External link]– 01[image: External link]
	7
	"Bye Bye Bye[image: External link]" (3); " Pop[image: External link]" (4)



	The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link]
	1996[image: External link]
	"Tonight, Tonight[image: External link]" (6); " 1979[image: External link]" (1)



	Jay Z
	1999[image: External link]–14
	"Can I Get A...[image: External link]" (1); "99 Problems[image: External link]" (4); "Empire State of Mind[image: External link]" (1); "Drunk in Love" (1)[b]



	Beck
	1996[image: External link]– 97[image: External link]
	6
	"Where It's At[image: External link]" (1); "Devils Haircut[image: External link]" (2); "The New Pollution[image: External link]" (3)



	Coldplay[image: External link]
	2002[image: External link]–16
	" Trouble[image: External link]" (1); "The Scientist[image: External link]" (3); " Paradise[image: External link]" (1); "Up & Up[image: External link]" (1)



	Pink
	2001[image: External link]– 13[image: External link]
	"Lady Marmalade[image: External link]" (2); "Get the Party Started[image: External link]" (2); "Stupid Girls[image: External link]" (1); "Just Give Me a Reason[image: External link]" (1)



	Britney Spears
	2008[image: External link]– 11[image: External link]
	"Piece of Me[image: External link]" (3); " Womanizer[image: External link]" (1); "Till the World Ends[image: External link]" (1); Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award



	U2[image: External link]
	1987[image: External link]– 01[image: External link]
	"With or Without You[image: External link]" (1); "When Love Comes to Town[image: External link]" (1); "Even Better Than the Real Thing[image: External link]" (2); "Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me, Kill Me[image: External link]" (1); Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award



	Taylor Swift
	2009– 15[image: External link]
	"You Belong with Me" (1), "I Knew You Were Trouble[image: External link]" (1), "Blank Space[image: External link]" (2), "Bad Blood[image: External link]" (2)



	Paula Abdul[image: External link]
	1987[image: External link]– 89[image: External link]
	5
	" Nasty[image: External link]" (1, as choreographer); "Straight Up[image: External link]" (4)



	Gnarls Barkley[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]– 08[image: External link]
	" Crazy[image: External link]" (2); "Smiley Faces[image: External link]" (1); " Run[image: External link]" (2)



	Missy Elliott
	2003[image: External link]– 06[image: External link]
	"Work It[image: External link]" (2); "Lose Control[image: External link]" (2); "We Run This[image: External link]" (1)



	Herbie Hancock[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]
	" Rockit[image: External link]" (5)



	Don Henley[image: External link]
	1985[image: External link]– 90[image: External link]
	"The Boys of Summer[image: External link]" (4); "The End of the Innocence[image: External link]" (1)



	INXS[image: External link]
	1988[image: External link]
	"Need You Tonight[image: External link] / Mediate[image: External link]" (5)



	Ricky Martin[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	"Livin' la Vida Loca[image: External link]" (5)



	Nirvana[image: External link]
	1992[image: External link]– 94[image: External link]
	"Smells Like Teen Spirit[image: External link]" (2); "In Bloom[image: External link]" (1); "Heart-Shaped Box[image: External link]" (2)



	No Doubt[image: External link]
	1997[image: External link]– 04[image: External link]
	"Don't Speak[image: External link]" (1); "Hey Baby[image: External link]" (2); "It's My Life[image: External link]" (2)



	OutKast[image: External link]
	2001[image: External link]– 04[image: External link]
	"Ms. Jackson[image: External link]" (1); "Hey Ya![image: External link]" (4)



	Katy Perry[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]–14
	" Firework[image: External link]" (1); " E.T.[image: External link]" (2); "Wide Awake[image: External link]" (1); "Dark Horse[image: External link]" (1)



	TLC[image: External link]
	1995[image: External link]– 99[image: External link]
	" Waterfalls[image: External link]" (4); "No Scrubs[image: External link]" (1)



	The White Stripes[image: External link]
	2002[image: External link]– 08[image: External link]
	"Fell in Love with a Girl[image: External link]" (3); "Seven Nation Army[image: External link]" (1); " Conquest[image: External link]" (1)
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 Most wins in a single night






	Artist
	Year
	Number of awards
	Awarded work



	Peter Gabriel[image: External link]
	1987[image: External link]
	10
	" Sledgehammer[image: External link]" (9); Video Vanguard Award (for Gabriel)



	a-ha[image: External link]
	1986[image: External link]
	8
	"Take On Me[image: External link]" (6); "The Sun Always Shines on T.V.[image: External link]" (2)



	Lady Gaga
	2010[image: External link]
	"Bad Romance[image: External link]" (7); "Telephone" (1)



	Beyoncé
	2016
	"Hold Up[image: External link]" (1); Lemonade[image: External link] (1); "Formation" (6)



	The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link]
	1996[image: External link]
	7
	"Tonight, Tonight[image: External link]" (6); " 1979[image: External link]" (1)



	Green Day[image: External link]
	2005[image: External link]
	"Boulevard of Broken Dreams[image: External link]" (6); "American Idiot[image: External link]" (1)



	R.E.M.[image: External link]
	1991[image: External link]
	6
	"Losing My Religion[image: External link]" (6)



	Madonna
	1998[image: External link]
	"Ray of Light[image: External link]" (5); " Frozen[image: External link]" (1)



	Fatboy Slim[image: External link]
	2001[image: External link]
	"Weapon of Choice[image: External link]" (6)



	Herbie Hancock[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]
	5
	" Rockit[image: External link]" (5)



	INXS[image: External link]
	1988[image: External link]
	"Need You Tonight[image: External link]/ Mediate[image: External link]" (5)



	Beck
	1997[image: External link]
	"The New Pollution[image: External link]" (3); "Devils Haircut[image: External link]" (2)



	Ricky Martin[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	"Livin' La Vida Loca[image: External link]" (5)
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 Most wins for a single video






	Artist
	Year
	Number of awards
	Music video



	Peter Gabriel[image: External link]
	1987[image: External link]
	9
	" Sledgehammer[image: External link]"



	Lady Gaga
	2010[image: External link]
	7
	"Bad Romance[image: External link]"



	a-ha[image: External link]
	1986[image: External link]
	6
	"Take On Me[image: External link]"



	R.E.M.[image: External link]
	1991[image: External link]
	"Losing My Religion[image: External link]"



	The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link]
	1996[image: External link]
	"Tonight, Tonight[image: External link]"



	Fatboy Slim[image: External link]
	2001[image: External link]
	"Weapon of Choice[image: External link]"



	Green Day[image: External link]
	2005[image: External link]
	"Boulevard of Broken Dreams[image: External link]"



	Beyoncé
	2016
	"Formation"



	Herbie Hancock[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]
	5
	" Rockit[image: External link]"



	INXS[image: External link]
	1988[image: External link]
	"Need You Tonight[image: External link] / Mediate[image: External link]"



	Madonna
	1998[image: External link]
	"Ray of Light[image: External link]"



	Ricky Martin[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	"Livin' La Vida Loca[image: External link]"
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	Year
	Performers (chronologically)



	1984[image: External link]
	


	Rod Stewart[image: External link]

	Madonna

	Huey Lewis and the News[image: External link]

	David Bowie[image: External link]

	Tina Turner[image: External link]

	ZZ Top[image: External link]

	Ray Parker, Jr.[image: External link]









	1985[image: External link]
	


	Eurythmics[image: External link]

	
David Ruffin[image: External link] & Eddie Kendrick[image: External link] & Hall & Oates[image: External link]


	Tears for Fears[image: External link]

	John Cougar Mellencamp[image: External link]

	Pat Benatar[image: External link]

	Sting

	Eddie Murphy









	1986[image: External link]
	


	Robert Palmer[image: External link]

	The Hooters[image: External link]

	The Monkees[image: External link]

	'Til Tuesday[image: External link]

	INXS[image: External link]

	Van Halen[image: External link]

	Mr. Mister[image: External link]

	Simply Red[image: External link]

	Whitney Houston

	Pet Shop Boys[image: External link]

	Tina Turner

	Genesis[image: External link]









	1987[image: External link]
	


	Los Lobos[image: External link]

	Bryan Adams[image: External link]

	The Bangles[image: External link]

	Bon Jovi[image: External link]

	Crowded House[image: External link]

	Madonna

	Whitesnake[image: External link]

	Whitney Houston

	The Cars[image: External link]

	David Bowie

	Prince

	Cyndi Lauper[image: External link]

	
Run-D.M.C.[image: External link] (feat. Steven Tyler[image: External link] & Joe Perry[image: External link])









	1988[image: External link]
	


	Rod Stewart

	Jody Watley[image: External link]

	Aerosmith[image: External link]

	Elton John[image: External link]

	Depeche Mode[image: External link]

	Crowded House[image: External link]

	Cher[image: External link]

	
The Fat Boys[image: External link] (feat. Chubby Checker[image: External link])

	Guns N' Roses[image: External link]

	INXS[image: External link]









	1989[image: External link]
	


	Madonna

	Bobby Brown[image: External link]

	Def Leppard[image: External link]

	Tone-Loc[image: External link]

	The Cult[image: External link]

	Paula Abdul[image: External link]

	
Jon Bon Jovi[image: External link] & Richie Sambora[image: External link]


	The Cure[image: External link]

	Cher

	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]

	
Axl Rose[image: External link] & Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers[image: External link]










	1990[image: External link]
	


	Janet Jackson

	Mötley Crüe[image: External link]

	MC Hammer[image: External link]

	INXS

	Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link]

	
New Edition (feat. Bobby Brown[image: External link])

	Faith No More[image: External link]

	Phil Collins[image: External link]

	2 Live Crew[image: External link]

	World Party[image: External link]

	Aerosmith

	Madonna









	1991[image: External link]
	


	Van Halen

	C+C Music Factory[image: External link]

	Poison[image: External link]

	Mariah Carey

	EMF[image: External link]

	Paula Abdul

	Queensrÿche[image: External link]

	LL Cool J[image: External link]

	Metallica[image: External link]

	Don Henley[image: External link]

	Guns N' Roses

	Prince and The New Power Generation[image: External link]










	1992[image: External link]
	


	The Black Crowes[image: External link]

	Bobby Brown

	
U2[image: External link] & Dana Carvey[image: External link]


	Def Leppard[image: External link]

	Nirvana[image: External link]

	Elton John

	Pearl Jam[image: External link]

	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]

	Michael Jackson

	Bryan Adams

	En Vogue[image: External link]

	Eric Clapton[image: External link]

	
Guns N' Roses[image: External link] & Elton John[image: External link]










	1993[image: External link]
	


	Madonna

	
Lenny Kravitz[image: External link] (feat. John Paul Jones[image: External link])

	Sting

	
Soul Asylum[image: External link] & Peter Buck[image: External link] & Victoria Williams[image: External link]


	Aerosmith

	Naughty By Nature[image: External link]

	R.E.M.[image: External link]

	Spin Doctors[image: External link]

	Pearl Jam

	The Edge[image: External link]

	Janet Jackson









	1994[image: External link]
	


	Aerosmith

	Boyz II Men

	The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link]

	The Rolling Stones

	Green Day[image: External link]

	Beastie Boys[image: External link]

	
Alexandrov Red Army Ensemble[image: External link] & Leningrad Cowboys[image: External link]


	Salt-n-Pepa[image: External link]

	Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers[image: External link]

	Snoop Doggy Dogg[image: External link]

	Stone Temple Pilots[image: External link]

	Bruce Springsteen









	1995[image: External link]
	


	Michael Jackson (feat. Slash[image: External link])

	Live[image: External link]

	TLC[image: External link]

	R.E.M.

	Red Hot Chili Peppers

	Bon Jovi, Alanis Morissette[image: External link]


	Hootie & the Blowfish[image: External link]

	Hole[image: External link]

	Green Day

	White Zombie[image: External link]









	1996[image: External link]
	


	The Smashing Pumpkins

	
The Fugees[image: External link] (feat. Nas[image: External link])

	Metallica

	LL Cool J

	Neil Young[image: External link]

	Hootie & the Blowfish[image: External link]

	Alanis Morissette[image: External link]

	Bush[image: External link]

	The Cranberries[image: External link]

	Oasis[image: External link]

	Bone Thugs-N-Harmony[image: External link]

	Kiss[image: External link]









	1997[image: External link]
	


	
Puff Daddy[image: External link] (feat. Faith Evans[image: External link], 112[image: External link], Mase[image: External link] & Sting)

	Jewel[image: External link]

	The Prodigy[image: External link]

	
The Wallflowers[image: External link] (feat. Bruce Springsteen)

	
Lil' Kim[image: External link] & Da Brat[image: External link] & Missy Elliott & Lisa "Left-Eye" Lopes[image: External link] & Angie Martinez[image: External link]


	U2

	Beck

	Spice Girls[image: External link]

	Jamiroquai[image: External link]

	Marilyn Manson[image: External link]









	1998[image: External link]
	


	Madonna

	
Pras[image: External link] (feat. Ol' Dirty Bastard[image: External link], Mýa[image: External link], Wyclef Jean & Canibus[image: External link])

	Hole

	
Master P[image: External link] (feat. Silkk Tha Shocker[image: External link], Mystikal[image: External link] & Mia X[image: External link])

	Backstreet Boys[image: External link]

	Beastie Boys

	
Brandy[image: External link] & Monica[image: External link]


	Dave Matthews Band[image: External link]

	Marilyn Manson

	Brian Setzer Orchestra[image: External link]









	1999[image: External link]
	


	
Kid Rock[image: External link] (feat. Run-DMC[image: External link], Steven Tyler, Joe Perry & Joe C.[image: External link])

	Lauryn Hill

	Backstreet Boys

	Ricky Martin[image: External link]

	Nine Inch Nails[image: External link]

	TLC

	Fatboy Slim[image: External link]

	
Jay-Z[image: External link] (feat. DJ Clue[image: External link] & Amil[image: External link])

	
Britney Spears & 'N Sync[image: External link]


	
Eminem & Dr. Dre[image: External link] & Snoop Dogg









	2000[image: External link]
	


	Janet Jackson

	Rage Against the Machine[image: External link]

	
Sisqo[image: External link] (feat. Dru Hill[image: External link])

	Britney Spears

	Eminem

	Red Hot Chili Peppers

	'N Sync

	Nelly[image: External link]

	
Christina Aguilera[image: External link] (feat. Fred Durst[image: External link])

	Blink-182[image: External link]









	2001[image: External link]
	


	
Jennifer Lopez[image: External link] (feat. Ja Rule[image: External link])

	
Linkin Park[image: External link] & The X-Ecutioners[image: External link]


	Alicia Keys

	'N Sync (feat. Michael Jackson)

	Daphne Aguilera[image: External link]

	Jay-Z

	Staind[image: External link]

	
Missy Elliott (feat. Nelly Furtado[image: External link]


	
Ludacris & Trina[image: External link])

	U2

	Britney Spears









	2002[image: External link]
	


	Bruce Springsteen & the E Street Band[image: External link]


	Pink

	Ja Rule & Ashanti[image: External link] & Nas

	Shakira

	Eminem

	
P. Diddy[image: External link] (feat. Busta Rhymes[image: External link], Ginuwine[image: External link], Pharrell[image: External link] & Usher[image: External link])

	Sheryl Crow[image: External link]

	The Hives[image: External link]

	The Vines[image: External link]

	
Justin Timberlake (feat. Clipse[image: External link])

	Guns N' Roses









	2003[image: External link]
	


	Madonna (feat. Britney Spears, Christina Aguilera & Missy Elliott)

	Good Charlotte[image: External link]

	Christina Aguilera (feat. Redman[image: External link] & Dave Navarro[image: External link])

	
50 Cent (feat. Snoop Dogg)

	
Mary J. Blige (feat. Method Man[image: External link] & 50 Cent)

	Coldplay[image: External link]

	
Beyoncé (feat. Jay Z)

	Metallica









	2004[image: External link]
	


	Usher

	Jet[image: External link]

	Hoobastank[image: External link]

	Yellowcard[image: External link]

	
Kanye West (feat. Chaka Khan[image: External link] & Syleena Johnson[image: External link])

	
Lil Jon & The East Side Boyz

	Ying Yang Twins[image: External link]

	Petey Pablo[image: External link]

	
Terror Squad[image: External link] (feat. Fat Joe[image: External link])

	Jessica Simpson[image: External link]

	Nelly (feat. Christina Aguilera)

	Alicia Keys (feat. Lenny Kravitz & Stevie Wonder[image: External link])

	The Polyphonic Spree[image: External link]

	OutKast[image: External link]









	2005[image: External link]
	


	Green Day

	Ludacris (feat. Bobby Valentino[image: External link])

	MC Hammer

	Shakira (feat. Alejandro Sanz[image: External link])

	R. Kelly[image: External link]

	The Killers[image: External link]

	P. Diddy & Snoop Dogg

	Don Omar[image: External link]

	Tego Calderón[image: External link]

	Daddy Yankee[image: External link]

	Coldplay

	Kanye West (feat. Jamie Foxx)

	Mariah Carey (feat. Jadakiss[image: External link] & Jermaine Dupri[image: External link])

	50 Cent (feat. Mobb Deep[image: External link] & Tony Yayo[image: External link])

	My Chemical Romance[image: External link]

	Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]









	2006[image: External link]
	


	Justin Timberlake (feat. Timbaland[image: External link])

	The Raconteurs[image: External link]

	Shakira & Wyclef Jean


	Ludacris (feat. Pharrell & Pussycat Dolls[image: External link])

	OK Go[image: External link]

	The All-American Rejects[image: External link]

	Beyoncé

	
T.I.[image: External link] (feat. Young Dro[image: External link])

	Panic! at the Disco[image: External link]

	Busta Rhymes[image: External link]

	Missy Elliott

	Christina Aguilera

	Tenacious D[image: External link]

	The Killers









	2007[image: External link]
	


	Britney Spears

	
Chris Brown[image: External link] (feat. Rihanna)

	Linkin Park

	Alicia Keys

	Timbaland (feat. Nelly Furtado, Sebastian[image: External link], Keri Hilson[image: External link] & Justin Timberlake)









	2008[image: External link]
	


	Rihanna

	Jonas Brothers[image: External link]

	
Lil Wayne[image: External link] (feat. Leona Lewis[image: External link] & T-Pain)

	Paramore[image: External link]

	Pink

	T.I. (feat. Rihanna)

	Christina Aguilera

	Kanye West

	Katy Perry[image: External link]

	Kid Rock (feat. Lil Wayne)

	The Ting Tings[image: External link]

	LL Cool J

	Lupe Fiasco[image: External link]









	2009
	


	Janet Jackson & This Is It[image: External link] back-up dancers

	Katy Perry & Joe Perry

	Taylor Swift

	Lady Gaga

	Green Day

	Beyoncé

	Muse[image: External link]

	Pink

	Jay-Z & Alicia Keys









	2010[image: External link]
	


	Eminem (feat. Rihanna)

	Justin Bieber

	Usher

	Florence and the Machine

	Taylor Swift

	
Drake (feat. Mary J. Blige & Swizz Beatz[image: External link])

	
B.o.B[image: External link] & Paramore[image: External link] (feat. Bruno Mars)

	Linkin Park

	Kanye West









	2011[image: External link]
	


	Lady Gaga (feat. Brian May[image: External link])

	Jay Z & Kanye West

	
Pitbull[image: External link] (feat. Ne-Yo[image: External link] & Nayer[image: External link])

	Adele

	Chris Brown

	Beyoncé

	Young the Giant[image: External link]

	Bruno Mars

	Lil Wayne









	2012[image: External link]
	


	Rihanna (feat. ASAP Rocky[image: External link] & Calvin Harris[image: External link])

	Pink

	Frank Ocean[image: External link]

	One Direction[image: External link]

	Lil Wayne & 2 Chainz[image: External link]


	Green Day

	Alicia Keys (feat. Nicki Minaj)

	Taylor Swift









	2013[image: External link]
	


	Lady Gaga

	
Miley Cyrus[image: External link] & Robin Thicke[image: External link] (feat. 2 Chainz & Kendrick Lamar)

	Kanye West

	Justin Timberlake (feat. 'N Sync)

	
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis (feat. Mary Lambert[image: External link] & Jennifer Hudson)

	Drake

	Bruno Mars

	Katy Perry









	2014
	


	
Ariana Grande & Nicki Minaj & Jessie J[image: External link]


	Taylor Swift

	Sam Smith

	Usher (feat. Nicki Minaj)

	
Iggy Azalea[image: External link] (feat. Rita Ora)

	5 Seconds of Summer[image: External link]

	Maroon 5[image: External link]

	Beyoncé









	2015[image: External link]
	


	Nicki Minaj & Taylor Swift

	Macklemore & Ryan Lewis (feat. Eric Nally[image: External link], Melle Mel[image: External link], Kool Moe Dee[image: External link], Grandmaster Caz[image: External link])

	The Weeknd[image: External link]

	
Demi Lovato[image: External link] (feat. Iggy Azalea)

	Justin Bieber

	Tori Kelly[image: External link]

	Pharrell Williams

	
Twenty One Pilots[image: External link] & ASAP Rocky

	Miley Cyrus









	2016
	


	Rihanna

	Ariana Grande (feat. Nicki Minaj)

	
Future[image: External link] Nick Jonas[image: External link] (feat. Ty Dolla $ign[image: External link])

	Beyoncé

	Britney Spears (feat. G-Eazy[image: External link])

	
The Chainsmokers[image: External link] (feat. Halsey[image: External link])
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 See also





	MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link]

	MTV Video Music Brasil[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ On its "Biggest Winners" list, MTV only recognizes the wins the artists have as a lead act, not as a featured act.


	
^ For the 2014 ceremony, MTV counted featured artists as nominees for the first time so far.
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Recording Industry Association of America





The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) is a continental North and South American trade organization that represents the recording industry[image: External link] in the United States. Its members consist of record labels and distributors, which the RIAA says "create, manufacture and/or distribute approximately 85% of all legally sold recorded music in the United States."[1] The RIAA headquarters is in Washington, D.C.[image: External link][2][3]

The RIAA was formed in 1952.[4] Its original mission was to administer recording copyright fees and problems, work with trade unions, and do research relating to the record industry and government regulations.[5] Early RIAA standards included the RIAA equalization[image: External link] curve,[6] the format of the stereophonic record groove and the dimensions of 33 1/3 rpm, 45 rpm, and 78 rpm records.[7]

The RIAA says its current mission includes:[1]


	to protect intellectual property rights[image: External link] and the First Amendment[image: External link] rights of artists;

	to perform research about the music industry;

	to monitor and review relevant laws, regulations and policies.



Since 2001, the RIAA has spent $2 to $6 million each year on lobbying[image: External link] in the United States.[8]

The RIAA also participates in the collective rights management[image: External link] of sound recordings, and it is responsible for certifying Gold and Platinum albums and singles[image: External link] in the United States.
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 Company structure and sales




Cary Sherman[image: External link] has been the RIAA's chairman and CEO since 2011. Sherman joined the RIAA as its general counsel[image: External link] in 1997 and became president of the board of directors in 2001, serving in that position until being made chairman and CEO.

Mitch Glazier[image: External link] has been the RIAA's senior executive vice president since 2011. He served as executive vice president for public policy and industry relations from 2000 to 2011.

The past RIAA chairman and CEO is Mitch Bainwol[image: External link], who served from 2003 to 2011. He left in 2011 to become president and CEO of the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers[image: External link].

The board of directors consists of 26 members of the board, drawn mostly from the big three[image: External link] members of the RIAA.[9] The board is currently made up of:


	
Cary Sherman[image: External link] – RIAA

	
Colin Finkelstein – EMI Recorded Music


	
Bill Hearn[image: External link] – EMI Christian Music Group[image: External link]


	
Deirdre McDonald – Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Terry Hemmings[image: External link] – Provident Music Group[image: External link]/Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Kevin Kelleher – Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Thomas Hesse[image: External link] – Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Julie Swidler – Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Luke Wood[image: External link] – Interscope Records[image: External link]


	
Jeff Harleston – Universal Music Group[image: External link]


	
Zach Horowitz – Universal Music Group[image: External link]


	
Mel Lewinter[image: External link] – Universal Motown Republic Group[image: External link]


	
Craig Kallman[image: External link] – The Atlantic Group[image: External link]


	
Paul Robinson – Warner Music Group[image: External link]


	
Bob Cavallo[image: External link] – Buena Vista Music


	
Glen Barros – Concord Music Group[image: External link]


	
Mike Curb[image: External link] – Curb Records[image: External link]


	
Michael Koch – Entertainment One U.S.


	
Tom Silverman[image: External link] – Tommy Boy Entertainment[image: External link]


	
Steve Bartels – Island Records[image: External link]




The RIAA represents over 1,600 member labels[image: External link], which are private corporate entities such as record labels and distributors, and collectively create and distribute about 90% of recorded music sold in the United States. The largest and most influential of the members are the "Big Three":


	Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]

	Universal Music Group[image: External link]

	Warner Music Group[image: External link]



The RIAA reports that total retail value of recordings sold by their members was $10.4 billion[10] at the end of 2007, a decline from $14.6 billion in 1999.
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Main article: RIAA certification


The RIAA operates an award program for albums that sell a large number of copies.[11] The program originally began in 1958, with a Gold Award for singles and albums that reach $1,000,000 in sales. The criterion was changed in 1975 to the number of copies sold, with albums selling 500,000 copies awarded the Gold Award. In 1976, a Platinum Award was added for one million sales. In 1989 new criteria were introduced, with a "Gold Award" for singles that reach 500,000 in sales and a "Platinum Award" for singles that reach 1,000,000 in sales; and in 1999 a Diamond Award for ten million sales was introduced.[12] The awards are open to both RIAA members and non-members.[13]

Since 2000,[14] the RIAA also operates a similar program for Latin music[image: External link] sales, called Los Premios de Oro y De Platino. Currently, a Disco De Oro (Gold) is awarded for 30,000 units and a Disco De Platino is awarded for 60,000 units, with Album Multi-Platino at 120,000 and "Diamante" for 10x platino.[15] The RIAA defines "Latin music" as a type of release with 51% or more of its content recorded in Spanish[image: External link].
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 "Digital" sales certification




In 2004, the RIAA added a branch of certification for what it calls "digital" recordings, meaning roughly "recordings transferred to the recipient over a network" (such as those sold via the iTunes Store), and excluding other obviously digital media such as those on CD[image: External link], DAT[image: External link], or MiniDisc[image: External link]. In 2006, "digital ringtones" were added to this branch of certification. Starting in 2013, streaming from audio and video streaming services such as Spotify[image: External link] and YouTube[image: External link] also began to be counted towards the certification using the formula of 100 streams being the equivalent of one download, RIAA certification for singles therefore no longer represents true sales.[16][17] In the same year, the RIAA introduced the Latin Digital Award for digital recordings in Spanish.[15] As of 2013, the certification criteria for these recordings are as follows:[12]

Digital awards:


	Gold: 500,000 copies

	Platinum: 1,000,000 copies

	Multi-Platinum: 2,000,000 copies

	Diamond: 10,000,000 copies



Latin digital awards:


	Disco de Oro (Gold): 30,000 copies

	Disco de Platino (Platinum): 60,000 copies

	Disco de Multi-Platino (Multi-Platinum): 120,000 copies
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 Video Longform certification




Along with albums, digital albums, and singles there is another classification of music release called "Video Longform." This release format includes DVD and VHS releases, and certain live albums and compilation albums. The certification criteria is slightly different from other styles.[18]


	Gold: 50,000

	Platinum: 100,000

	Multi-Platinum: 200,000 copies
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 Efforts against infringement of members' copyrights
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 Efforts against file sharing




Main article: Trade group efforts against file sharing[image: External link]


The RIAA opposes unauthorized sharing of its music. Studies conducted since the association began its campaign against peer-to-peer file-sharing have concluded that losses incurred per download range from negligible[19][20] to moderate.[21]

The association has commenced high-profile lawsuits against file sharing service providers. It has also commenced a series of lawsuits against individuals suspected of file sharing, notably college students and parents of file sharing children. It is accused of employing techniques such as peer-to-peer "decoying" and " spoofing[image: External link]" to combat file sharing.[22][23]

In late 2008 they announced they would stop their lawsuits,[24] and instead attempt to work with ISPs to persuade them to use a three-strike system for file sharing involving issuing two warnings and then cutting off Internet service after the third strike.[25]
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 Selection of defendants




The RIAA names defendants based on ISP identification of the subscriber associated with an IP address[image: External link],[26] and as such do not know any additional information about a person before they sue. After an Internet subscriber's identity is discovered, but before an individual lawsuit is filed, the subscriber is typically offered an opportunity to settle. The standard settlement is a payment to the RIAA and an agreement not to engage in file-sharing of music and is usually on par with statutory damages of $750 per work, with the RIAA choosing the number of works it deems "reasonable." For cases that do not settle at this amount, the RIAA has gone to trial, seeking statutory damages from the jury, written into The Digital Theft Deterrence and Copyright Damages Improvement Act of 1999[image: External link] as between $750 and $30,000 per work or $750 and $150,000 per work if "willful."

The Electronic Frontier Foundation[image: External link] and Public Citizen[image: External link] oppose the ability of the RIAA and other companies to "strip Internet users of anonymity without allowing them to challenge the order in court."[27][28]

The RIAA's methods of identifying individual users had, in some rare cases, led to the issuing of subpoena[image: External link] to a recently deceased 83-year-old woman,[29] an elderly computer novice,[30] and a family reportedly without any computer at all.[31]
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 Settlement programs




In February 2007, the RIAA began sending letters accusing Internet users of sharing files and directing them to web site P2PLAWSUITS.COM, where they can make "discount" settlements payable by credit card.[32] The letters go on to say that anyone not settling will have lawsuits brought against them. Typical settlements are between $3,000 and $12,000. This new strategy was formed because the RIAA's legal fees were cutting into the income from settlements.[33] In 2008, RIAA sued 19-year-old Ciara Sauro for allegedly sharing ten songs online.[34]

The RIAA also launched an "early settlement[image: External link] program" directed to ISPs and to colleges and universities, urging them to pass along letters to subscribers and students offering early settlements, prior to the disclosure of their identities. The settlement letters urged ISPs to preserve evidence for the benefit of the RIAA and invited the students and subscribers to visit an RIAA website for the purpose of entering into a "discount settlement" payable by credit card.[35] By March 2007, the focus had shifted from ISPs to colleges and universities.[33][36][37]

In October 1998, the Recording Industry Association of America filed a lawsuit in the Ninth U.S. Court of Appeals in San Francisco[image: External link] claiming the Diamond Multimedia[image: External link] Rio PMP300[image: External link] player violated the 1992 Audio Home Recording Act[image: External link]. The Rio PMP300[image: External link] was significant because it was the second portable consumer MP3 digital audio player released on the market. The three judge panel ruled in favor of Diamond, paving the way for the development of the portable digital player market.[38]

In 2003, the RIAA sued college student developers of LAN search engines Phynd[image: External link] and Flatlan, describing them as "a sophisticated network designed to enable widespread music thievery."[39][40][41]

In September 2003, the RIAA filed suit in civil court against several private individuals who had shared large numbers of files with Kazaa[image: External link]. Most of these suits were settled with monetary payments averaging $3,000. Kazaa publisher Sharman Networks responded with a lawsuit against the RIAA, alleging that the terms of use of the network were violated and that unauthorized client software was used in the investigation to track down the individual file sharers (such as Kazaa Lite). An effort to throw out this suit was denied in January 2004, however, that suit was settled in 2006. Sharman Networks agreed to a global settlement of litigation brought against it by the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA), the International Federation of Phonographic Industry (IFPI), and the RIAA. The creators of the popular Kazaa file-sharing network will pay $115 million to the RIAA, unspecified future amounts to the MPAA and the software industry, and install filters on its networks to prevent users from sharing copyrighted works on its network.[42]

RIAA has also filed suit in 2006 to enjoin digital XM Satellite Radio[image: External link] from enabling its subscribers from playing songs it has recorded from its satellite broadcasts.[43] It is also suing several Internet radio stations.[44]

On October 12, 2007, the RIAA sued Usenet.com seeking a permanent injunction to prevent the company from "aiding, encouraging, enabling, inducing, causing, materially contributing to, or otherwise facilitating" copyright infringement[image: External link]. This suit, the first that the RIAA has filed against a Usenet provider, has added another branch to the RIAA's rapidly expanding fight to curb the unauthorized distribution of copyrighted materials[image: External link]. Unlike many of the RIAA's previous lawsuits, this suit is filed against the provider of a service who has no direct means of removing infringing content. The RIAA's argument relies heavily on the fact the Usenet.com, the only defendant that has been named currently, promoted their service with slogans and phrases that strongly suggested that the service could be used to obtain free music.

On April 28, 2008, RIAA member labels sued Project Playlist, a web music search site, claiming that the majority of the sound recordings in the site's index of links are infringing. Project Playlist's website denies that any of the music is hosted on Project Playlist's own servers.[45]

On June 30, 2009, The Recording Industry Association of America prevailed in its fight against Usenet.com, in a decision, that the U.S. District Judge Harold Baer of the Southern District of New York ruled in favor of the music industry on all its main arguments: that Usenet.com is guilty of direct, contributory, and vicarious infringement. In addition, and perhaps most important for future cases, Baer said that Usenet.com can't claim protection under the Sony Betamax decision. That ruling states, companies can't be held liable for contributory infringement if the device they create is "capable of significant non-infringing uses."[46] Furthermore, the parties are now headed to federal court for damage assessments and awards, which could amount to many, many millions of dollars for the music industry.[47]

On October 26, 2010, RIAA members won a case against LimeWire, a P2P file sharing network, for illegal distribution of copyrighted works.[48] On October 29, in retaliation, riaa.org was taken offline via denial-of-service attacks[image: External link] executed by members of Operation Payback[image: External link] and Anonymous[image: External link].[49]
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 The "work made for hire" controversy




In 1999, Mitch Glazier, a Congressional staff attorney, inserted, without public notice or comment, substantive language into the final markup of a "technical corrections" section of copyright legislation, classifying many music recordings as "works made for hire[image: External link]", thereby stripping artists of their copyright interests and transferring those interests to their record labels.[50][51] Shortly afterwards, Glazier was hired as Senior Vice President of Government Relations and Legislative Counsel for the RIAA, which vigorously defended the change when it came to light.[52] The battle over the disputed provision led to the formation of the Recording Artists' Coalition[image: External link], which successfully lobbied for repeal of the change.[53][54]
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 Executive leadership of RIAA





	
Goddard Lieberson[image: External link] 1964–? (president).[55]


	
Stanley Gortikov circa 1985 (president)

	
Jay Berman circa 1982 (president)

	
Hilary Rosen[image: External link] 1998–2001 (president)

	
Cary Sherman[image: External link] 2001–2011 (president); 2011–present (chairman and CEO)[56]
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	Center for Copyright Information[image: External link]

	Federal Communications Commission[image: External link]

	Global music industry market share data[image: External link]

	International Intellectual Property Alliance[image: External link]

	List of RIAA member labels[image: External link]

	Music Canada[image: External link]

	Parental Advisory[image: External link]

	
Motion Picture Association of America[image: External link] (MPAA)
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Billboard (magazine)





Billboard (stylized as billboard) is an American entertainment media brand owned by the Hollywood Reporter-Billboard Media Group, a division of Eldridge Industries[image: External link]. It publishes pieces involving news, video, opinion, reviews, events and style. It is also known for its music charts[image: External link], including the Billboard Hot 100 and Billboard 200, tracking the most popular singles[image: External link] and albums[image: External link] in different genres. It also hosts events, owns a publishing firm, and operates several TV shows. Billboard was founded in 1894 by William Donaldson and James Hennegan as a trade publication for bill posters. Donaldson later acquired Hennegen's interest in 1900 for $500.

In the 1900s, it covered the entertainment industry, such as circuses, fairs and burlesque shows. It also created a mail service for travelling entertainers. Billboard began focusing more on the music industry as the jukebox[image: External link], phonograph[image: External link] and radio[image: External link] became commonplace. Many topics it covered were spun-off into different magazines, including Amusement Business in 1961 to cover outdoor entertainment so that it could focus on music. After Donaldson died in 1925, Billboard was passed down to his children and Hennegan's children, until it was sold to private investors in 1985, and has since been owned by various parties.
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The first issue of Billboard was published in Cincinnati, Ohio, on November 1, 1894 by William Donaldson and James Hennegan.[2][3] Initially, it covered the advertising and bill posting[image: External link] industry and was called Billboard Advertising.[4][5][a] At the time, billboards, posters and paper advertisements placed in public spaces were the primary means of advertising.[5] Donaldson handled editorial and advertising, while Hennegan, who owned Hennegan Printing Co., managed magazine production. The first issues were just eight pages long.[6] The paper had columns like "The Bill Room Gossip" and "The Indefatigable and Tireless Industry of the Bill Poster."[2] A department for agricultural fairs was established in 1896.[7] The title was changed to The Billboard in 1897.[8]

After a brief departure over editorial differences, Donaldson purchased Hennegan's interest in the business in 1900 for $500, to save it from bankruptcy.[6][9] That May, Donaldson changed it from a monthly to a weekly paper with a greater emphasis on breaking news. He improved editorial quality and opened new offices in New York, Chicago, San Francisco, London and Paris.[8][9] He also re-focused the magazine on outdoor entertainment like fairs, carnivals, circuses, vaudeville[image: External link] and burlesque shows.[2][8] A section devoted to circuses was introduced in 1900, followed by more prominent coverage of outdoor events in 1901.[7] Billboard also covered topics including regulation, a lack of professionalism, economics and new shows. It had a "stage gossip" column covering the private lives of entertainers, a "tent show" section covering traveling shows and a sub-section called "Freaks to order."[2] According to The Seattle Times, Donaldson also published news articles "attacking censorship, praising productions exhibiting 'good taste' and fighting yellow journalism."[10]

As railroads became more developed, Billboard set up a mail forwarding system for traveling entertainers. The location of an entertainer was tracked in the paper's Routes Ahead column, then Billboard would receive mail on the star's behalf and publish a notice in its "Letter-Box" column that it has mail for them.[2] This service was first introduced in 1904. It became one of Billboard's largest sources of profit[10] and celebrity connections.[2] By 1914, there were 42,000 people using the service.[6] It was also used as the official address of traveling entertainers for draft letters during World War I[image: External link].[11] In the 1960s, when it was discontinued, Billboard was still processing 1,500 letters per week.[10]

In 1920, Donaldson made a then-controversial move by hiring an African-American journalist James Albert Jackson to write a weekly column devoted to African-American performers.[2] According to The Business of Culture: Strategic Perspectives on Entertainment and Media, the column identified discrimination against black performers and helped validate their careers.[2] Jackson was the first black critic at a national magazine with a predominantly white audience. According to his grandson, Donaldson also established a policy against identifying performers by their race.[10] Donaldson died in 1925.[2]
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Billboard's editorial changed focus as technology in recording and playback developed. It covered "marvels of modern technology" like the phonograph[image: External link], record players[image: External link] and wireless radios.[2] It began covering coin-operated entertainment machines in 1899 and created a dedicated section for them called "Amusement Machines" in March 1932.[9] Billboard began covering the motion picture industry in 1907,[7] but ended up focusing on music due to competition from Variety.[12] It created a Billboard radio broadcasting station in the 1920s.[8]

The jukebox industry continued to grow through the Great Depression[image: External link] and advertised heavily in Billboard.[8]:262 This led to even more editorial focus on music.[8] The proliferation of the phonograph and radio also contributed to its growing music emphasis.[8] Billboard published the first music hit parade[image: External link] on January 4, 1936,[13] and introduced a "Record Buying Guide" in January 1939.[9] In 1940, it introduced "Chart Line", which tracks the best-selling records. This was followed by a chart for jukebox records in 1944 called Music BoxMachine charts.[8][9] By the 1940s, Billboard was more of a music industry specialist publication.[4] The number of charts it published grew after World War II[image: External link], due to a growing variety of music interests and genres. It had eight charts by 1987, covering different genres and formats,[9] and 28 charts by 1994.[10]

By 1943, it had about 100 employees.[7] The magazine's offices moved to Brighton, Ohio in 1946, then to New York City in 1948.[10] A five-column tabloid format was adopted in November 1950 and coated paper was first used in Billboard's print issues in January 1963, allowing for photojournalism.[9] Billboard Publications Inc. acquired a monthly trade magazine for candy and cigarette machine vendors called Vend and, in the 1950s, acquired an advertising trade publication called Tide.[8] By 1969, Billboard Publications Inc. owned eleven trade and consumer publications, a publisher called Guptill Publications, a set of self-study cassette tapes and four television franchises. It also acquired Photo Weekly that year.[8]

Over time, the subjects Billboard still covered outside of music were spun-off into separate publications. Funspot magazine was created in 1957 to cover amusement parks and Amusement Business was created in 1961 to cover outdoor entertainment. In January 1961, Billboard was renamed to Billboard Music Week[5][8] to emphasize its new exclusive interest in music.[12] Two years later, it was renamed to just Billboard.[8][9] According to The New Business Journalism, by 1984, Billboard Publications was a "prosperous" conglomerate of trade magazines and Billboard had become the "undisputed leader" in music industry news.[4] In the early 1990s, Billboard introduced Billboard Airplay Monitors, a publication for disc jockeys and music programmers.[5] By the end of the 1990s, Billboard dubbed itself the "bible" of the recording industry.[5]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Changes in ownership




Billboard struggled after its founder William Donaldson died in 1925 and within three years was once again heading towards bankruptcy[image: External link].[8] Donaldson's son-in-law Roger Littleford took over in 1928 and "nursed the publication back to health."[8][11] His sons, Bill and Roger, became co-publishers in 1946[11] and inherited the publication in the late 1970s after Roger Littleford's death.[8] They sold it to private investors in 1985 for an estimated $40 million.[14] The investors cut costs and acquired a trade publication for the Broadway theatre industry called Backstage.[8]

In 1987, Billboard was sold again to Affiliated Publications for $100 million.[14] Billboard Publications Inc. became a subsidiary of Affiliated Publications called BPI Communications.[8] As BPI Communications, it acquired The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link], Adweek[image: External link], Marketing Week[image: External link] and Mediaweek[image: External link]. It purchased Broadcast Data Systems, which is a high-tech firm for tracking music airtime.[8] Private investors from Boston Ventures and BPI executives re-purchased a two-thirds interest in Billboard Publications for $100 million and more acquisitions followed. In 1993, it created a division called Billboard Music Group for music-related publications.[8]

In 1994, Billboard Publications was sold to a Dutch media conglomerate, Verenigde Nederlandse Uitgeverijen[image: External link] (VNU), for $220 million.[15][b] VNU acquired the Clio Awards[image: External link] in advertising and the National Research Group in 1997, as well as Editor & Publisher[image: External link] in 1999. In July 2000, it paid $650 million for the publisher Miller Freeman. BPI was combined with other entities in VNU in 2000 to form Bill Communications Inc. By time CEO Gerald Hobbs retired in 2003, VNU had grown substantially larger, but it had a large amount of debt from the acquisitions. An attempted $7 billion acquisition of IMS Health in 2005 prompted protests from shareholders that halted the deal. It eventually agreed to an $11 billion takeover bid from investors in 2006.[8]

VNU then changed its name to Nielsen[image: External link] in 2007, the namesake of a company it acquired for $2.5 billion in 1999.[17][18] New CEO Robert Krakoff divested some of the previously owned publications, restructured the organization, and planned some acquisitions before dying suddenly in 2007 to be replaced by Greg Farrar.[8]

Nielsen owned Billboard until 2009, when it was one of eight publications sold to e5 Global Media Holdings. e5 was formed by investment firms Pluribus Capital Management and Guggenheim Partners for the purpose of the acquisition.[19][20] The following year, the new parent company was renamed to Prometheus Global Media.[21] Three years later, Guggenheim Partners acquired Pluribus' share of Prometheus and became the sole owner of Billboard.[22][23]

In December 2015, Guggenheim Digital Media spun out several media brands, including Billboard, to its own executive, Todd Boehly.[24][25] The assets operate under the Hollywood Reporter-Billboard Media Group, a unit of the holding company Eldridge Industries[image: External link].[26]
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 1990s–present




Timothy White[image: External link] was appointed Editor in Chief in 1991, a position he held until his unexpected death in 2002. White wrote a weekly column promoting music with "artistic merit," while criticizing music with violent or misogynistic themes.[27] He reworked the publication's music charts.[27] Rather than rely on data from music retailers, new charts used data from store checkout scanners obtained from Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link].[8] He also wrote in-depth profiles on musicians.[28] The website, Billboard.com, was launched in 1995.[14] Keith Girard replaced White before being fired in May 2004. He and a female employee filed a $29 million lawsuit alleging Billboard fired them unfairly with an intent to damage their reputations.[29] The lawsuit claimed they experienced sexual harassment, a hostile work environment and a financially motivated lack of editorial integrity.[29][30] Email evidence suggested human resources were given special instructions to watch minority employees.[30] The case was settled out-of-court in 2006 for a non-disclosed sum.[31]

In the 2000s, economic decline in the music industry dramatically reduced readership and advertising from Billboard's traditional audience.[29][32] Circulation declined from 40,000 in circulation in the 1990s to less than 17,000 by 2014.[31] The publication's staff and ownership were also undergoing frequent changes.[30] In 2005 Billboard expanded its editorial outside the music industry into other areas of digital and mobile entertainment.[14]

Bill Werde was named editorial director in 2008,[33] and was followed by Janice Min[image: External link] in January 2014, who is also responsible for editorial content at The Hollywood Reporter.[33] The magazine has since been making changes to make it more of a general interest music news source, as opposed to solely an industry trade. It started covering more celebrity, fashion, and gossip.[31][32][34] Min hired Tony Gervino as the publication's editor, which was different than Billboard's historical appointments, in that he did not have a background in the music industry.[34] Tony Gervino was appointed Editor in Chief in April 2014.[35] An item on NPR[image: External link] covered a leaked version of Billboard's annual survey, which it said had more gossip and focused on less professional topics than prior surveys. For example, it polled readers on a lawsuit pop-star Kesha filed against her producer alleging sexual abuse.[31]

Gervino was let go in May 2016. A note from Min to the editorial staff indicated that Senior Vice President of Digital Content Mike Bruno would serve as the head of editorial moving forward.[36]
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Billboard publishes a news website and weekly magazine that cover music, video and home entertainment. Most of the articles are written by staff writers, while some are written by industry experts.[9] It covers news, gossip, opinion,[2] and music reviews, but its "most enduring and influential creation" is the Billboard charts[image: External link].[5] The charts track music sales, radio airtime and other data about the most popular songs and albums.[5] The Billboard Hot 100 chart of the top-selling songs was introduced in 1955. Since then, the Billboard 200, which tracks the top-selling albums, has become more popular as an indicator of commercial success.[2] Billboard has also published books in collaboration with Watson-Guptill[image: External link] and a radio and television series called American Top Forty, based on Billboard charts.[9] A daily Billboard Bulletin was introduced in February 1997[5] and Billboard hosts about 20 industry events each year.[1]

Billboard is considered one of the most reputable sources of music industry news.[10][32] It has a print circulation of 17,000 and an online readership of 1.2 million unique monthly views. The website includes the Billboard Charts, news separated by music genre, videos, and a separate website. It also compiles lists, hosts a fashion website called Pret-a-Reporter, and publishes eight different newsletters. The print magazine's regular sections include:[1]


	Hot 100: A chart of the top 100 most popular songs that week

	Topline: News from the week

	The Beat: Hitmaker interviews, gossip and trends in the music industry

	Style: Fashion and accessories

	Features: In-depth interviews, profiles and photography

	Reviews: Reviews of new albums and songs

	Backstage pass: information about events and concerts

	Charts and CODA: More information about current and historical Billboard Charts
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 Archives





	Selected Billboard digital archives




	
1940–2010[image: External link] archived online by Google Books[image: External link]


	
2005–2009[image: External link] archived online by Billboard


	
1938–2009[image: External link] (missing issues), archived by American Radio History (online: www.americanradiohistory.com[image: External link]).
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	Billboard charts[image: External link]

	Billboard Touring Awards[image: External link]

	
Billboard Brasil[image: External link] (local Brazilian version of Billboard magazine)

	Billboard Japan[image: External link]

	Billboard Türkiye[image: External link]
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^ Some sources say it was called The Billboard Advertiser[2]


	
^ 19 publications according to the Chicago Tribune[16]
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Time (magazine)





Time (styled within the magazine as TIME) is an American weekly news magazine[image: External link] published in New York City[image: External link]. It was founded in 1923 and for decades was dominated by Henry Luce[image: External link], who built a highly profitable stable of magazines.

A European edition (Time Europe, formerly known as Time Atlantic) is published in London and also covers the Middle East, Africa and, since 2003, Latin America. An Asian edition (Time Asia) is based in Hong Kong[image: External link]. The South Pacific edition, which covers Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands[image: External link], is based in Sydney[image: External link], Australia. In December 2008, Time discontinued publishing a Canadian advertiser edition.[2]

Time has the world's largest circulation for a weekly news magazine, and has a readership of 26 million, 20 million of which are based in the United States.

As of 2012, it had a circulation of 3.3 million making it the eleventh most circulated magazine in the United States reception room circuit, and the second most circulated weekly behind People.[3] As of 2015, its circulation was 3,036,602.[1]

Richard Stengel[image: External link] was the managing editor from May 2006 to October 2013, when he joined the U.S. State Department[image: External link].[4][5] Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] has been the managing editor since October 2013.[5]
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Time magazine was created in 1923 by Briton Hadden[image: External link] and Henry Luce[image: External link], making it the first weekly news magazine in the United States.[6] The two had previously worked together as chairman and managing editor respectively of the Yale Daily News[image: External link]. They first called the proposed magazine Facts. They wanted to emphasize brevity, so that a busy man could read it in an hour. They changed the name to Time and used the slogan "Take Time–It's Brief".[7] Hadden was considered carefree and liked to tease Luce and saw Time as important but also fun, which accounted for its heavy coverage of celebrities (including politicians), the entertainment industry, and pop culture—criticized as too light for serious news.

It set out to tell the news through people, and for many decades the magazine's cover depicted a single person. More recently, Time has incorporated "People of the Year" issues which grew in popularity over the years. Notable mentions of them were Barack Obama, Steve Jobs, Matej Turk, etc. The first issue of Time was published on March 3, 1923, featuring Joseph G. Cannon[image: External link], the retired Speaker of the House of Representatives[image: External link], on its cover; a facsimile reprint of Issue No. 1, including all of the articles and advertisements contained in the original, was included with copies of the February 28, 1938 issue as a commemoration of the magazine's 15th anniversary.[8] The cover price was 15¢ (equivalent to $2.11 today) On Hadden's death in 1929, Luce became the dominant man at Time and a major figure in the history of 20th-century media. According to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1972–2004 by Robert Elson, "Roy Edward Larsen [...] was to play a role second only to Luce's in the development of Time Inc". In his book, The March of Time[image: External link], 1935–1951, Raymond Fielding also noted that Larsen was "originally circulation manager and then general manager of Time, later publisher of Life[image: External link], for many years president of Time Inc., and in the long history of the corporation the most influential and important figure after Luce".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Around the time they were raising $100,000 from wealthy Yale[image: External link] alumni like Henry P. Davison, partner of J.P. Morgan & Co.[image: External link], publicity man Martin Egan and J.P. Morgan & Co. banker Dwight Morrow, Henry Luce, and Briton Hadden hired Larsen in 1922 – although Larsen was a Harvard[image: External link] graduate and Luce and Hadden were Yale graduates. After Hadden died in 1929, Larsen purchased 550 shares of Time Inc., using money he obtained from selling RKO[image: External link] stock which he had inherited from his father, who was the head of the Benjamin Franklin Keith[image: External link] theatre chain in New England[image: External link]. However, after Briton Hadden's death, the largest Time stockholder was Henry Luce[image: External link], who ruled the media conglomerate in an autocratic fashion, "at his right hand was Larsen", Time's second-largest stockholder, according to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1923–1941. In 1929, Roy Larsen was also named a Time Inc. director and vice-president. J. P. Morgan retained a certain control through two directorates and a share of stocks, both over Time and Fortune. Other shareholders were Brown Brothers W. A. Harriman[image: External link] & Co., and The New York Trust Company (Standard Oil[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Time Inc. stock owned by Luce at the time of his death was worth about $109 million, and it had been yielding him a yearly dividend of more than $2.4 million, according to Curtis Prendergast's The World of Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Changing Enterprise 1957–1983. The Larsen family's Time stock was worth around $80 million during the 1960s, and Roy Larsen was both a Time Inc. director and the chairman of its Executive Committee, later serving as Time's vice-chairman of the board until the middle of 1979. According to the September 10, 1979 issue of The New York Times, "Mr. Larsen was the only employee in the company's history given an exemption from its policy of mandatory retirement at age 65."[citation needed[image: External link]]

After Time magazine began publishing its weekly issues in March 1923, Roy Larsen was able to increase its circulation by utilizing U.S. radio and movie theaters around the world. It often promoted both Time magazine and U.S. political and corporate interests. According to The March of Time[image: External link], as early as 1924, Larsen had brought Time into the infant radio business with the broadcast of a 15-minute sustaining quiz show entitled Pop Question which survived until 1925". Then, in 1928, Larsen "undertook the weekly broadcast of a 10-minute programme series of brief news summaries, drawn from current issues of Time magazine [...] which was originally broadcast over 33 stations throughout the United States".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Larsen next arranged for a 30-minute radio program, The March of Time[image: External link], to be broadcast over CBS, beginning on March 6, 1931. Each week, the program presented a dramatisation of the week's news for its listeners, thus Time magazine itself was brought "to the attention of millions previously unaware of its existence", according to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1923–1941, leading to an increased circulation of the magazine during the 1930s. Between 1931 and 1937, Larsen's The March of Time[image: External link] radio program was broadcast over CBS radio and between 1937 and 1945 it was broadcast over NBC radio – except for the 1939 to 1941 period when it was not aired. People Magazine[image: External link] was based on Time's People page.

In 1989, when Time, Inc. and Warner Communications merged, Time became part of Time Warner[image: External link], along with Warner Bros.[image: External link] .

In 1988, Jason McManus[image: External link] succeeded Henry Grunwald[image: External link] as Editor-in-Chief and oversaw the transition before Norman Pearlstine[image: External link] succeeded him in 1995.

In 2000, Time magazine became part of AOL Time Warner, which reverted to the name Time Warner in 2003.

In 2007, Time moved from a Monday subscription/newsstand delivery to a schedule where the magazine goes on sale Fridays, and is delivered to subscribers on Saturday. The magazine actually began in 1923 with Friday publication.

During early 2007, the year's first issue was delayed for roughly a week due to "editorial changes", including the layoff of 49 employees.[9]

In 2009 Time announced that they were introducing a personalized print magazine, Mine, mixing content from a range of Time Warner publications based on the reader's preferences. The new magazine met with a poor reception, with criticism that its focus was too broad to be truly personal.[10]

The magazine has an online archive with the unformatted text for every article published. The articles are indexed and were converted from scanned images using optical character recognition[image: External link] technology. There are still minor errors in the text that are remnants of the conversion into digital format.

Time Inc. and Apple[image: External link] have come to an agreement wherein U.S. subscribers to Time will be able to read the iPad[image: External link] versions for free, at least until the two companies sort out a viable digital subscription model.[11]

In January 2013, Time Inc. announced that it would cut nearly 500 jobs – roughly 6% of its 8,000 staff worldwide.[12] Although Time magazine has maintained high sales, its ad pages have declined significantly over time.[13]

Also in January 2013, Time Inc. named Martha Nelson as the first female editor-in-chief of its magazine division.[14] In September 2013, Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] was named as the first female managing editor of Time magazine.[14]
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Time[citation needed[image: External link]]




	Year
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009



	Circulation (millions)
	4.2
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.0
	4.0
	4.1
	3.4
	3.4
	3.4




During the second half of 2009, the magazine saw a 34.9% decline in newsstand sales.[15] During the first half of 2010, there was another decline of at least one-third in Time magazine sales. In the second half of 2010, Time magazine newsstand sales declined by about 12% to just over 79,000 copies per week.[citation needed[image: External link]] As of 2012, it has a circulation of 3.3 million, making it the eleventh most circulated magazine in the United States, and the second most circulated weekly behind People.[3] As of 2014, its circulation was 3,286,467[1]
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Time initially possessed a distinctive writing style, making regular use of inverted sentences[image: External link]. This was parodied in 1936 by Wolcott Gibbs[image: External link] in The New Yorker: "Backward ran sentences until reeled the mind [...] Where it all will end, knows God!"[16]

Until the mid-1970s, Time had a weekly section called "Listings", which contained capsule summaries and/or reviews of then-current significant films, plays, musicals, television programs, and literary bestsellers similar to The New Yorker's "Current Events" section.[17]

Time is also known for its signature red border, first introduced in 1927. The iconic red border was homaged or satirized by Seattle's The Stranger[image: External link] newspaper in 2010.[18]

The border has only been changed four times since 1927: The issue released shortly after the September 11 attacks on the United States featured a black border to symbolize mourning[image: External link]. However, this edition was a special "extra" edition published quickly for the breaking news of the event; the next regularly scheduled issue contained the red border. Additionally, the April 28, 2008 Earth Day[image: External link] issue, dedicated to environmental issues[image: External link], contained a green border.[19] The next change in border was in the September 19, 2011 issue, commemorating the 10th anniversary of September 11 attacks[image: External link] with a metallic silver border. The most recent change (again with a silver border) was in the December 31, 2012 issue, noting Barack Obama[image: External link]'s selection as Person of the Year.

In 2007, Time engineered a style overhaul of the magazine. Among other changes, the magazine reduced the red cover border in order to promote featured stories, enlarged column titles, reduced the number of featured stories, increased white space[image: External link] around articles, and accompanied opinion pieces with photographs of the writers. The changes have met both criticism and praise.[20][21][22]
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See: Time Person of the Year


Time's most famous feature throughout its history has been the annual "Person of the Year" (formerly "Man of the Year") cover story, in which Time recognizes the individual or group of individuals who have had the biggest impact on news headlines over the past 12 months. The distinction is supposed to go to the person who, for good or ill, has most affected the course of the year; it is therefore not necessarily an honor or a reward. In the past, such figures as Adolf Hitler[image: External link] and Joseph Stalin[image: External link] have been Man of the Year.

In 2006, Person of the Year was designated as "You"[image: External link], a move that was met with split reviews. Some thought the concept was creative; others wanted an actual person of the year. Editors Pepper and Timmer reflected that, if it had been a mistake, "we're only going to make it once".[23]
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See: Time 100[image: External link]


In recent years, Time has assembled an annual list of the 100 most influential people of the year. Originally, they had made a list of the 100 most influential people of the 20th century. These issues usually have the front cover filled with pictures of people from the list and devote a substantial amount of space within the magazine to the 100 articles about each person on the list. There have, in some cases, been over 100 people, when two people have made the list together, sharing one spot.

The magazine also compiled "All-TIME 100 best novels" and "All-TIME 100 best movies[image: External link]" lists in 2005,[24][25][26] "The 100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME" in 2007,[27] and "All-TIME 100 Fashion Icons" in 2012.[28]

In February 2016, Time included the British and male author Evelyn Waugh[image: External link] on its "100 Most Read Female Writers in College Classes" list (he was 97th on the list) which created much media attention and concerns about the level of basic education among the magazine's staff.[29] Time later issued a retraction.[30] In a BBC[image: External link] interview with Justin Webb[image: External link], Professor Valentine Cunningham[image: External link] of Corpus Christi College, Oxford[image: External link], described the mistake as "a piece of profound ignorance on the part of Time magazine".[31]
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During its history, for five non-consecutive occasions, Time has released a special issue with a cover showing an X scrawled over the face of a man or a national symbol. The first Time magazine with a red X cover was released on May 7, 1945, showing a red X over Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s face. The second X cover was released more than three months later on August 20, 1945, with a black X (to date, the magazine's only such use of a black X) covering the flag of Japan[image: External link], representing the recent surrender of Japan[image: External link] and which signaled the end of World War II[image: External link].

Fifty-eight years later, on April 21, 2003, Time released another issue with a red X over Saddam Hussein[image: External link]'s face, two weeks after the invasion. On June 13, 2006, Time magazine printed a red X cover issue following the death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link] in a U.S. airstrike in Iraq[image: External link]. The most recent red X cover issue of Time was published on May 2, 2011, after the death of Osama bin Laden.[32]
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See: Time for Kids[image: External link]


Time for Kids[image: External link] is a division[image: External link] magazine of Time that is especially published for children and is mainly distributed in classrooms. TFK contains some national[image: External link] news, a " Cartoon[image: External link] of the Week", and a variety of articles concerning popular culture[image: External link]. An annual issue concerning the environment[image: External link] is distributed near the end of the U.S. school term. The publication rarely exceeds ten pages front and back.
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Time LightBox is a photography blog created and curated by Time's photo department, that was launched in 2011.[33] In 2011 Life[image: External link] picked LightBox for its Photo Blog Awards.[34]
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 Editors





	
Briton Hadden[image: External link] (1923–1929)

	
Henry Luce[image: External link] (1929–1949)

	
T. S. Matthews[image: External link] (1949–1953)
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	Managing Editor
	Editor From
	Editor To



	T. S. Matthews[image: External link]
	1943
	1949



	Roy Alexander
	1949
	1960



	Otto Fuerbringer[image: External link]
	1960
	1968



	Henry Grunwald[image: External link]
	1968
	1977



	Ray Cave
	1979
	1985



	Jason McManus[image: External link]
	1985
	1987



	Henry Muller
	1987
	1993



	James R. Gaines[image: External link]
	1993
	1995



	Walter Isaacson[image: External link]
	1996
	2001



	Jim Kelly
	2001
	2005



	Richard Stengel[image: External link]
	2006
	2013



	Nancy Gibbs[image: External link]
	2013
	Present
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 Notable contributors





	
Aravind Adiga[image: External link], Time correspondent for three years, winner of the 2008 Man Booker Prize[image: External link] for fiction

	
James Agee[image: External link], book and movie editor for Time


	
Ann Blackman[image: External link], deputy news chief in Washington[35]


	
Ian Bremmer[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large

	
Margaret Carlson[image: External link], the first female columnist for Time


	
Robert Cantwell[image: External link], writer, editor 1936—1941

	
Whittaker Chambers[image: External link], writer, senior editor 1939—1948

	
Richard Corliss[image: External link], film critic for the magazine since 1980

	
Brad Darrach[image: External link], film critic

	
Nigel Dennis[image: External link], drama critic

	
John Gregory Dunne[image: External link], reporter; later author and screenwriter

	
Peter Economy[image: External link], author and editor

	
Alexander Eliot[image: External link], art editor from 1945 to 1961, author of 18 books on art, mythology, and history, including Three Hundred Years of American Painting, published by Time-Life Books[image: External link]


	
Dean E. Fischer[image: External link], reporter and editor, 1964–81

	
Nancy Gibbs[image: External link], essayist and editor-at-large[image: External link]; has written more than 100 Time cover stories

	
Lev Grossman[image: External link], writes primarily about books for the magazine

	
Deena Guzder[image: External link], a human rights journalist and author

	
Jerry Bernard Hannifin, award-winning chief aerospace correspondent for four decades, as well as specialist on Latin America, and licensed pilot[36]


	
Wilder Hobson[image: External link], reporter in 1930s and '40s

	
Robert Hughes[image: External link], Time's long-tenured art critic

	
Pico Iyer[image: External link], essayist and novelist, essayist for Time since 1986

	
Alvin M. Josephy, Jr.[image: External link], photo editor 1952–60; also a historian and Hollywood screenwriter

	
Weldon Kees[image: External link], critic

	
Joe Klein[image: External link], author (Primary Colors[image: External link]) and a Time columnist who wrote the "In the Arena" column

	
Louis Kronenberger[image: External link], drama critic 1938–1961

	
Andre Laguerre[image: External link], Paris bureau chief 1948–1956, London bureau chief 1951–1956, also wrote about sports for Time; later longtime managing editor of Sports Illustrated


	
Nathaniel Lande[image: External link], author, filmmaker, and former creative director of Time


	
Will Lang Jr.[image: External link] 1936–1968, Time Life International

	
Marshall Loeb[image: External link], writer and editor from 1956 through 1980

	
John Moody[image: External link], Vatican and Rome correspondent 1986 through 1996

	
Jim Murray[image: External link], West Coast correspondent 1948–1955

	
Lance Morrow[image: External link], backpage essayist from 1976 through 2000

	
Richard Schickel[image: External link], film critic from 1965 through 2010

	
Michael Schuman, author and journalist who specializes in Asian economics, politics and history, currently the Asia business correspondent for TIME magazine based in Hong Kong

	
Hugh Sidey[image: External link], political reporter and columnist, beginning in 1957

	
Donald L. Barlett[image: External link] and James B. Steele[image: External link], investigative reporters who won two National Magazine Awards while at Time


	
Joel Stein[image: External link], columnist who wrote the Joel 100 just after Time Magazine's Most Influential issue in 2006

	
Calvin Trillin[image: External link], food writer, was a reporter for Time from 1960 to 1963

	
David Von Drehle[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large

	
Lasantha Wickrematunge[image: External link], journalist

	
Robert Wright[image: External link], contributing editor

	
Fareed Zakaria[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large
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 See also





	Heroes of the Environment[image: External link]

	List of people on the cover of Time magazine[image: External link]

	"The Thriving Cult of Greed and Power[image: External link]", 1991 article about Scientology[image: External link], by Richard Behar[image: External link], which received the Gerald Loeb Award[image: External link]


	
Is God Dead?[image: External link], one of Time's most famous covers
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Forbes





Forbes (/fo:rbz /[image: External link]) is an American business[image: External link] magazine[image: External link]. Published bi-weekly, it features original articles on finance[image: External link], industry[image: External link], investing, and marketing[image: External link] topics. Forbes also reports on related subjects such as technology[image: External link], communications, science[image: External link], politics, and law[image: External link]. Its headquarters is located in Jersey City[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link]. Primary competitors in the national business magazine category include Fortune[image: External link] and Bloomberg Businessweek[image: External link]. The magazine is well known for its lists and rankings, including its lists of the richest Americans (the Forbes 400[image: External link]) and rankings of world's top companies (the Forbes Global 2000[image: External link]). Another well-known list by the magazine is The World's Billionaires[image: External link] list.

The motto[image: External link] of Forbes magazine is "The Capitalist Tool". Its chairman and editor-in-chief[image: External link] is Steve Forbes[image: External link], and its CEO[image: External link] is Mike Perlis[image: External link].
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 Company history




B. C. Forbes[image: External link], a financial columnist for the Hearst[image: External link] papers, and his partner Walter Drey, the general manager of the Magazine of Wall Street,[4] founded Forbes magazine on September 15, 1917[image: External link].[5][6] Forbes provided the money and the name and Drey provided the publishing expertise. The original name of the magazine was Forbes: Devoted to Doers and Doings.[4] Drey became vice-president of the B.C. Forbes Publishing Company,[7] while B.C. Forbes became editor-in-chief, a post he held until his death in 1954. B.C. Forbes was assisted in his later years by his two eldest sons, Bruce Charles Forbes (1916–1964) and Malcolm Stevenson Forbes[image: External link] (1917–1990).

Bruce Forbes took over on his father's death, and his strengths lay in streamlining operations and developing marketing.[5] During his tenure, 1954–1964, the magazine's circulation nearly doubled.[5]

On Malcolm's death, his eldest son Malcolm Stevenson "Steve" Forbes Jr.[image: External link] (1947–) became President and Chief Executive of Forbes and Editor-in-Chief of Forbes magazine.[8] Between 1961 and 1999 the magazine was edited by James Michaels[image: External link].[9] In 1993, under Michaels, Forbes was a finalist for the National Magazine Award.[10] In 2006, an investment group Elevation Partners[image: External link] that includes rock star Bono[image: External link] bought a minority interest in the company with a reorganization, through a new company, Forbes Media LLC, in which Forbes Magazine and Forbes.com, along with other media properties, is now a part.[8][11] A 2009 New York Times report said: "40 percent of the enterprise was sold ... for a reported $300 million, setting the value of the enterprise at $750 million. According to Mark M. Edmiston of AdMedia Partners, 'It's probably not worth half of that now.'"[12]
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 Sale of headquarters and relocation to Jersey City




In January 2010, Forbes reached an agreement to sell its headquarters building located on Fifth Avenue[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link] to New York University[image: External link]; terms of the deal were not publicly reported, but Forbes would continue to occupy the space under a sale-leaseback[image: External link] arrangement.[13] The company's headquarters subsequently moved to the Newport[image: External link] section of downtown[image: External link] Jersey City[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link] in 2014.[14][15]
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 Sale to Integrated Whale Media




In November 2013, Forbes Media, which publishes Forbes magazine, was put up for sale.[16] This was encouraged by Elevation Partners, of whom were minority shareholders. Sales documents prepared by Deutsche Bank revealed that the publisher's 2012 EBITDA[image: External link] was $15 million.[17] Forbes reportedly sought a price of $400 million.[17] In July 2014, Forbes sold a majority of itself to Integrated Whale Media Investments.[18][19] It was later revealed to be a 51% stake while the Forbes family continues to own the remaining 49% stake[20]
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 Other publications




Apart from Forbes and its lifestyle supplement, Forbes Life, other titles include Forbes Asia and fifteen local language editions. Steve Forbes and his magazine's writers offer investment advice on the weekly Fox TV show Forbes on Fox[image: External link] and on Forbes On Radio. Other company groups include Forbes Conference Group, Forbes Investment Advisory Group and Forbes Custom Media. From the 2009 Times report: "Steve Forbes recently returned from opening up a Forbes magazine in India[image: External link], bringing the number of foreign editions to 10." In addition, that year the company began publishing ForbesWoman, a quarterly magazine published by Steve Forbes' daughter, Moira Forbes[image: External link], with a companion Web site.[12]

The company formerly published American Legacy[image: External link] magazine as a joint venture, although that magazine separated from Forbes as of May 14, 2007.[21]

The company also formerly published American Heritage[image: External link] and Invention & Technology[image: External link] magazines. After failing to find a buyer, Forbes suspended publication of these two magazines as of May 17, 2007.[22] Both magazines were purchased by the American Heritage Publishing Company and resumed publication as of the spring of 2008.[23]

Forbes has published the Forbes Travel Guide[image: External link] since 2009.

On January 6, 2014, Forbes Magazine announced that, in partnership with app creator Maz, it was launching a social networking app called "Stream". Stream allows Forbes readers to save and share visual content with other readers and discover content from Forbes magazine and Forbes.com within the app.[24]
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 Forbes.com




Forbes.com is part of Forbes Digital, a division of Forbes Media LLC. Forbes's holdings include a portion of RealClearPolitics[image: External link]. Together these sites reach more than 27 million unique visitors each month. Forbes.com employs the slogan "Home Page For The World's Business Leaders" and sometimes claims to be the world's most widely visited business web site.[25] The 2009 Times report said that, while "one of the top five financial sites by traffic [throwing] off an estimated $70 million to $80 million a year in revenue, [it] never yielded the hoped-for public offering[image: External link]".[12]

Forbes.com uses a "contributor model" in which a wide network of "contributors" writes and publishes articles directly on the website.[26] Contributors are paid based on traffic to their Forbes.com pages; the site has received contributions from over 2,500 individuals, and some contributors have earned over US$100,000, according to the company.[26] Forbes currently allows advertisers to publish blog posts on its website alongside regular editorial content through a program called BrandVoice, which accounts for more than 10 percent its digital revenue.[27] Forbes.com also publishes subscription investment newsletters, and an online guide to web sites, Best of the Web.

David Churbuck founded Forbes's web site in 1996. The company's current chief executive officer is Mike Perlis; the current chief product officer is Lewis D'vorkin; the current editor of the magazine is Randall Lane. The site uncovered Stephen Glass[image: External link]'s journalistic fraud[image: External link] in The New Republic[image: External link] in 1998, an article that drew attention to internet journalism[image: External link]. At the peak of media coverage of alleged Toyota[image: External link] sudden unintended acceleration in 2010, it exposed the California "runaway Prius" as a hoax, as well as running five other articles by Michael Fumento challenging the entire media premise of Toyota's cars gone bad. The site, like the magazine, publishes many lists focusing on billionaires and their possessions, especially expensive homes, a critical aspect of the website's popularity.[28]

Currently, the website also blocks internet users using ad blocking[image: External link] software (such as Adblock Plus[image: External link]) from accessing articles, demanding that the website be put on the ad blocking software's whitelist[image: External link] before access is granted. [29] This is done because customers using ad blocking software do not contribute to the site's revenue. Malware attacks have been noted to occur from Forbes site. [30]
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	Forbes 400[image: External link]

	Forbes 500[image: External link]
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	The World's Billionaires[image: External link]

	Forbes 30 Under 30[image: External link]
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Time Person of the Year





For other uses, see Person of the Year[image: External link].

Person of the Year (called Man of the Year until 1999[1]) is an annual issue of the United States news magazine[image: External link] Time that features and profiles a person, a group, an idea, or an object that "for better or for worse... has done the most to influence the events of the year".[2]
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 Background




The tradition of selecting a "Man of the Year" began in 1927, with Time editors contemplating the news makers of the year. The idea was also an attempt to remedy the editorial embarrassment earlier that year of not having aviator Charles Lindbergh[image: External link] on its cover following his historic trans-Atlantic flight[image: External link]. By the end of the year, it was decided that a cover story featuring Lindbergh as the Man of the Year would serve both purposes.[3]
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 Selection




Despite the name, the title is not just granted to individuals. Pairs of people such as married couples and political opponents, classes of people, the computer[image: External link] ("Machine of the Year" in 1982), and "Endangered Earth[image: External link]" ("Planet of the Year" in 1988) have all been selected for the special year-end issue.
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 Groups




There have been several groups as Time Person of the Year, such as "The Peacemakers" (1993) and "The Ebola Fighters" (2014).
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 U.S. presidents




Since the list began, every serving President of the United States[image: External link] has been a Person of the Year at least once with the exceptions of Calvin Coolidge[image: External link], in office at time of the first issue, Herbert Hoover[image: External link], the next U.S. president, and Gerald Ford[image: External link]. Most were named Person of the Year either the year they were elected or while they were in office; the only one to be given the title before being elected is Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], in 1944 as Supreme Commander of the Allied Invasion Force, eight years before his election. He subsequently received the title again in 1959, while in office. Franklin D. Roosevelt is the only person to have received the title three times, first as president-elect (1932) and later as the incumbent president (1934 and 1941).
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 Women




In 1999, the title was changed to Person of the Year.[4] Women who have been selected for recognition after the renaming include "The Whistleblowers" (Cynthia Cooper[image: External link], Coleen Rowley[image: External link], and Sherron Watkins[image: External link] in 2002), Melinda Gates[image: External link] (jointly with Bill Gates[image: External link] and Bono[image: External link], in 2005), and Angela Merkel[image: External link] in 2015. Prior to 1999, four women were granted the title as individuals: three as "Woman of the Year"—Wallis Simpson[image: External link] (1936), Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] (1952), and Corazon Aquino[image: External link] (1986)–and one as half of the "Man and Wife of the Year", Soong Mei-ling[image: External link] (1937).[5] "American Women" were recognized as a group in 1975. Other classes of people recognized comprise both men and women, such as "Hungarian Freedom Fighters[image: External link]" (1956), "U.S. Scientists" (1960), "The Inheritors[image: External link]" (1966), "The Middle Americans[image: External link]" (1969), "The American Soldier" (2003), " You[image: External link]" (2006), "The Protester" (2011) represented on the cover by a woman, and "Ebola fighters[image: External link]" (2014). Although the title on the magazine remained "Man of The Year" for both the 1956 "Hungarian Freedom Fighter" and the 1966 "Twenty-five and Under" editions which both featured a woman standing behind a man, and "Men of the Year" on the 1960 "U.S. Scientists" edition which exclusively featured men on its cover. It wasn't until the 1969 edition on "The Middle Americans" did the title embrace "Man and Woman of the Year".
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 Special awards




In 1949, Winston Churchill[image: External link] was named "Man of the Half-Century", and the last issue of 1989 named Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] as "Man of the Decade". The December 31, 1999 issue of Time named Albert Einstein[image: External link] the "Person of the Century[image: External link]". Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] and Mahatma Gandhi[image: External link] were chosen as runners-up.[6]
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 Controversial choices




Despite the magazine's frequent statements to the contrary, the designation is often regarded as an honor, and spoken of as an award or prize, simply based on many previous selections of admirable people.[7] However, Time magazine points out that controversial figures such as Adolf Hitler[image: External link] (1938), Joseph Stalin[image: External link] (1939 and 1942), Nikita Khrushchev[image: External link] (1957), and Ayatollah Khomeini[image: External link] (1979) have also been granted the title for their impacts.[8]

As a result of the public backlash it received from the United States[image: External link] for naming Khomeini as Man of the Year in 1979, Time has since shied away from using figures who are controversial in the United States for commercial reasons, fearing reductions in sales or advertising revenue.[9]

Time's Person of the Year 2001, immediately following the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link], was New York City[image: External link] mayor Rudolph Giuliani[image: External link]. The stated rules of selection, the individual or group of individuals who have had the biggest effect on the year's news, made Osama bin Laden[image: External link] a more likely choice that year. The issue that declared Giuliani the Person of the Year included an article that mentioned Time's earlier decision to select the Ayatollah Khomeini and the 1999 rejection of Hitler as "Person of the Century". The article seemed to imply that Osama bin Laden was a stronger candidate than Giuliani, as Adolf Hitler was a stronger candidate than Albert Einstein. The selections were ultimately based on what the magazine describes as who they believed had a stronger influence on history and who represented either the year or the century the most. According to Time, Rudolph Giuliani was selected for symbolizing the American response to the September 11th attacks[image: External link], and Albert Einstein selected for representing a century of scientific exploration and wonder.

Film-maker Michael Moore[image: External link] claims that director Mel Gibson[image: External link] cost him the opportunity to be Person of the Year alongside Gibson in 2004. Moore's controversial political documentary Fahrenheit 9/11[image: External link] became the highest-grossing documentary of all time the same year Gibson's The Passion of the Christ[image: External link] became a box-office success and also caused significant controversy. Moore said in an interview "I got a call right after the '04 election from an editor from Time Magazine. He said,' Time Magazine has picked you and Mel Gibson to be Time's Person of the Year to put on the cover, Right and Left, Mel and Mike. The only thing you have to do is pose for a picture with each other. And do an interview together.' I said 'OK.' They call Mel up, he agrees. They set the date and time in LA. I'm to fly there. He's flying from Australia. Something happens when he gets home... Next thing, Mel calls up and says, 'I'm not doing it. I've thought it over and it is not the right thing to do.' So they put Bush on the cover."[10]

Another controversial choice was the 2006 selection of " You[image: External link]", representing most if not all people for advancing the information age[image: External link] by using the Internet[image: External link] (via e.g. blogs[image: External link], MySpace[image: External link] YouTube[image: External link], and Wikipedia[image: External link]).[11]
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 Online poll




Time magazine also holds an online poll for the readers to vote for who they believe to be the Person of the Year. While many mistakenly believe the winner of the poll to be the Person of the Year, the title, as mentioned above, is decided by the editors of Time. In the first online poll held in 1998, wrestler and activist Mick Foley[image: External link] won with over 50% of the votes.[12][13] Foley was removed from the poll, and the title was given to Bill Clinton[image: External link] and Ken Starr[image: External link], which led to outrage from the fans of Foley who mistakenly believed the winner of the poll would be the winner of the title. In 2006, the poll winner by a wide margin was Hugo Chávez[image: External link], with 35% of the votes. The president of Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad[image: External link], came in second. Time again ignored those results, not mentioning them in the announcement of the Person of the Year.[14] Time continues to annually run an online poll for the "People's Choice", but stresses the decision on who the magazine recognizes is not made by the poll, but by the magazine's editors.[15]
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 Persons of the Year






	Year
	Image
	Choice
	Lifetime
	Notes
	Runners-up



	1927
	Lindbergh, CharlesCharles Lindbergh[image: External link]
	1902–1974
	In 1927, Lindbergh became the first person to fly a plane[image: External link] solo non-stop across the Atlantic, from New York[image: External link] to Paris[image: External link].
	



	1928
	Chrysler, WalterWalter Chrysler[image: External link]
	1875–1940
	In 1928, Chrysler oversaw a merger of his Chrysler Corporation[image: External link] with Dodge[image: External link] before beginning work on the Chrysler Building[image: External link].



	1929
	Young, Owen D.Owen D. Young[image: External link]
	1874–1962
	Young chaired a committee which authored 1929's Young Plan[image: External link], a program for settlement of German[image: External link] reparations[image: External link] after World War I[image: External link].



	1930
	Gandhi, MahatmaMahatma Gandhi[image: External link]
	1869–1948
	Gandhi was the leader of the India's independence movement[image: External link]. In 1930, he led the Salt Satyagraha[image: External link], a 240-mile march to protest the imposition of taxes on salt by the British Raj[image: External link].



	1931
	Laval, PierrePierre Laval[image: External link]
	1883–1945
	Laval was first elected Prime Minister of France[image: External link] in 1931. Laval was popular in the American press at the time for opposing the Hoover Moratorium[image: External link], a temporary freeze on World War I debt payments that was disliked in both France and the US.[16]



	1932
	Roosevelt, Franklin D.Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]
	1882–1945
	Roosevelt won the 1932 US Presidential election[image: External link] by a landslide, defeating the incumbent, Herbert Hoover[image: External link].



	1933
	Johnson, Hugh S.Hugh S. Johnson[image: External link]
	1882–1942
	In 1933, Johnson was appointed director of the National Recovery Administration[image: External link], tasked by US President Franklin D. Roosevelt to bring industry, labor and government together to create codes of "fair practices" and set prices.



	1934
	Roosevelt, Franklin D.Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] (2)
	1882–1945
	Roosevelt was President of the United States[image: External link] from 1933 to 1945.



	1935
	Selassie, HaileHaile Selassie[image: External link]
	1892–1975
	Selassie was Emperor of Ethiopia[image: External link] in 1935, when Italian forces invaded Ethiopia, starting the Second Italo-Abyssinian War[image: External link].



	1936
	Simpson, WallisWallis Simpson[image: External link]
	1896–1986
	In 1936, Simpson's relationship with King Edward VIII[image: External link] led the king to abdicate his thrones[image: External link] in order to marry her.



	1937
	Kai-shek, ChiangChiang Kai-shek[image: External link]
	1887–1975
	Chiang was Premier of the Republic of China[image: External link] at the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War[image: External link] in 1937.



	Mei-ling, SoongSoong Mei-ling[image: External link]
	1898–2003
	Soong was wife of Chiang Kai-shek from 1927 until his death in 1975. Addressed as Madame Chiang Kai-Shek by the magazine, she was recognized together with her husband as "Man & Wife of the Year".[5]



	1938
	Hitler, AdolfAdolf Hitler[image: External link]
	1889–1945
	As German Chancellor[image: External link], Hitler oversaw the unification of Germany with Austria[image: External link] and the Sudetenland[image: External link] in 1938, after the Anschluss[image: External link] and Munich Agreement[image: External link] respectively.



	1939
	Stalin, JosephJoseph Stalin[image: External link]
	1878–1953
	In 1939, Stalin was General Secretary of the Communist Party[image: External link] and de facto leader of the Soviet Union. He oversaw the signing of a non-aggression[image: External link] pact with Nazi Germany before invading eastern Poland[image: External link].



	1940
	Churchill, WinstonWinston Churchill[image: External link]
	1874–1965
	Churchill was Prime Minister of the United Kingdom[image: External link] during the 1940 Dunkirk evacuation[image: External link] and the Battle of Britain[image: External link].



	1941
	Roosevelt, Franklin D.Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] (3)
	1882–1945
	Roosevelt was President of the United States in 1941 during the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], declaration of war against Japan[image: External link] and resulting entry of the United States into World War II[image: External link]. The editors had already chosen Dumbo[image: External link] as their "Mammal of the Year" before the Pearl Harbor attack, but quickly changed it to Roosevelt afterward (and before it was published).[17]



	1942
	Stalin, JosephJoseph Stalin[image: External link] (2)
	1878–1953
	By 1942, Stalin was Premier of the Soviet Union[image: External link], overseeing the Battle of Stalingrad[image: External link] (1942–1943).



	1943
	Marshall, GeorgeGeorge Marshall[image: External link]
	1880–1959
	As United States Army Chief of Staff[image: External link] in 1943, General[image: External link] Marshall was instrumental in organizing US actions in World War II.



	1944
	Eisenhower, Dwight D.Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]
	1890–1969
	General Eisenhower was Supreme Allied Commander in Europe[image: External link] during 1944's Operation Overlord[image: External link].



	1945
	Truman, Harry S.Harry S. Truman[image: External link]
	1884–1972
	Truman became President of the United States after the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1945, authorizing the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link].



	1946
	Byrnes, James F.James F. Byrnes[image: External link]
	1879–1972
	In 1946, Byrnes was United States Secretary of State[image: External link] during the Iran crisis of 1946[image: External link], taking an increasingly hardline position in opposition to Stalin. His speech, "Restatement of Policy on Germany[image: External link]", set the tone of future US policy, repudiating the Morgenthau Plan[image: External link] economic policies and giving Germans hope for the future.



	1947
	Marshall, GeorgeGeorge Marshall[image: External link] (2)
	1880–1959
	Appointed United States Secretary of State in 1947, Marshall was the architect of the Marshall Plan[image: External link].



	1948
	Truman, Harry S.Harry S. Truman[image: External link] (2)
	1884–1972
	Truman was elected in his own right[image: External link] as President of the United States in 1948, considered to be one of the greatest election upsets in American history.[18][19][20]



	1949
	Churchill, WinstonWinston Churchill[image: External link] (2)
	1874–1965
	Proclaimed as the "Man of the half-century", Churchill had led Britain and the Allies to victory in WWII. In 1949, Churchill was Leader of the Opposition[image: External link].



	1950
	The American fighting-man[image: External link]
	
	Representing U.S. troops involved in the Korean War[image: External link] (1950–1953).



	1951
	Mossadegh, MohammadMohammad Mossadegh[image: External link]
	1882–1967
	In 1951, Mossadegh was elected as Prime Minister of Iran[image: External link] and expelled western oil companies, starting the Abadan Crisis[image: External link]



	1952
	Elizabeth II[image: External link]
	Born in 1926
	In 1952, Elizabeth acceded to the throne of the United Kingdom[image: External link][a] upon the death of her father, King George VI[image: External link]



	1953
	Adenauer, KonradKonrad Adenauer[image: External link]
	1876–1967
	In 1953, Adenauer was re-elected[image: External link] as Chancellor of West Germany.



	1954
	Dulles, John FosterJohn Foster Dulles[image: External link]
	1888–1959
	As United States Secretary of State in 1954, Dulles was architect of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization[image: External link].



	1955
	Curtice, HarlowHarlow Curtice[image: External link]
	1893–1962
	Curtice was President of General Motors[image: External link] (GM) from 1953 to 1958. In 1955, GM sold five million vehicles and became the first corporation to earn US$1 billion in a single year.[21]



	1956
	The Hungarian freedom fighter[image: External link]
	
	Representing Hungarian revolutionaries involved in the failed 1956 uprising[image: External link].



	1957
	Khrushchev, NikitaNikita Khrushchev[image: External link]
	1894–1971
	In 1957, Khrushchev consolidated his leadership of the Soviet Union, surviving a plot to dismiss him by members of the Presidium, and leading the Soviet Union into the Space Race[image: External link] with the launch of Sputnik 1[image: External link].



	1958
	de Gaulle, CharlesCharles de Gaulle[image: External link]
	1890–1970
	De Gaulle was appointed Prime Minister of France in May 1958 and, following the collapse of the Fourth Republic[image: External link] and establishment of the Fifth Republic[image: External link], was then elected[image: External link] President of France[image: External link] in December.



	1959
	Eisenhower, Dwight D.Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] (2)
	1890–1969
	Eisenhower was President of the United States from 1953 to 1961.



	1960
	U.S. Scientists[image: External link]
	
	Represented by George Beadle[image: External link], Charles Draper[image: External link], John Enders[image: External link], Donald A. Glaser[image: External link], Joshua Lederberg[image: External link], Willard Libby[image: External link], Linus Pauling[image: External link], Edward Purcell[image: External link], Isidor Rabi[image: External link], Emilio Segrè[image: External link], William Shockley[image: External link], Edward Teller[image: External link], Charles Townes[image: External link], James Van Allen[image: External link] and Robert Woodward[image: External link].



	1961
	Kennedy, John F.John F. Kennedy[image: External link]
	1917–1963
	Kennedy was inaugurated as President of the United States in 1961, ordering the failed invasion[image: External link] of Cuba by U.S.-trained Cuban exiles.



	1962
	John XXIII, PopePope John XXIII[image: External link]
	1881–1963
	John XXIII was head[image: External link] of the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] from 1958 to 1963. In 1962, he volunteered as a mediator in the Cuban Missile Crisis[image: External link], gaining praise from both sides. He also initiated the Second Vatican Council[image: External link] that same year.



	1963
	King Jr., Martin LutherMartin Luther King Jr.[image: External link]
	1929–1968
	A Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] leader, King delivered his famous "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech in 1963.



	1964
	Johnson, Lyndon B.Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link]
	1908–1973
	Johnson was elected in his own right[image: External link] as President of the United States in 1964, before securing the passage of the Civil Rights Act[image: External link], declaring a War on Poverty[image: External link] and escalating U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War[image: External link].



	1965
	Westmoreland, WilliamWilliam Westmoreland[image: External link]
	1914–2005
	General Westmoreland was commander of U.S. forces[image: External link] in South Vietnam during the Vietnam War.



	1966
	The Inheritor[image: External link]
	
	Representing a generation of American men and women, aged 25 and under.



	1967
	Johnson, Lyndon B.Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] (2)
	1908–1973
	Johnson was President of the United States from 1963 to 1969.



	1968
	The Apollo 8[image: External link] astronauts[image: External link]
	
	In 1968, the crew of Apollo 8 (William Anders[image: External link], Frank Borman[image: External link] and Jim Lovell[image: External link]) became the first humans to travel beyond low Earth orbit, orbiting the Moon and paving the way for the first manned Moon landings in 1969.



	1969
	The Middle Americans[image: External link]
	
	Also referred to as the silent majority[image: External link].[22]



	1970
	Brandt, WillyWilly Brandt[image: External link]
	1913–1992
	As Chancellor of West Germany[image: External link], Brandt was acknowledged for "seeking to bring about a fresh relationship between East and West" through his "bold approach to the Soviet Union and the East Bloc[image: External link]".[23]



	1971
	Nixon, RichardRichard Nixon[image: External link]
	1913–1994
	Nixon was President of the United States from 1969 to 1974.



	1972
	Nixon, RichardRichard Nixon[image: External link] (2)
	1913–1994
	As President of the United States, Nixon visited China[image: External link] in 1972, the first U.S. President to do so. Nixon later secured the SALT I[image: External link] pact with the Soviet Union before being re-elected[image: External link] in one of the largest landslide election victories in American history



	Kissinger, HenryHenry Kissinger[image: External link]
	Born in 1923
	Kissinger, as Nixon's National Security Advisor[image: External link], travelled with the President to China in 1972.



	1973
	Sirica, JohnJohn Sirica[image: External link]
	1904–1992
	In 1973, as Chief Judge of the United States District Court for the District of Columbia[image: External link], Sirica ordered President Nixon to turn over Watergate[image: External link]-related recordings of White House[image: External link] conversations.



	1974
	King Faisal[image: External link]
	1906–1975
	Faisal, King of Saudi Arabia[image: External link], was acknowledged in the wake of the oil crisis of 1973–1974[image: External link], caused by Saudi Arabia withdrawing its oil from world markets in protest at Western support for Israel during the 1973 Arab-Israeli War[image: External link].



	1975
	American women[image: External link]
	
	Represented by Susan Brownmiller[image: External link], Kathleen Byerly[image: External link], Alison Cheek[image: External link], Jill Conway[image: External link], Betty Ford[image: External link], Ella Grasso[image: External link], Carla Hills[image: External link], Barbara Jordan[image: External link], Billie Jean King[image: External link], Carol Sutton[image: External link], Susie Sharp[image: External link], and Addie Wyatt[image: External link].



	1976
	Carter, JimmyJimmy Carter[image: External link]
	Born in 1924
	In 1976, Carter was elected[image: External link] President of the United States, defeating incumbent President Gerald Ford[image: External link].



	1977
	Sadat, AnwarAnwar Sadat[image: External link]
	1918–1981
	Sadat, as President of Egypt[image: External link], traveled to Israel in 1977—the first Arab leader to do so—to discuss normalization of Egypt-Israel relations[image: External link].



	1978
	Xiaoping, DengDeng Xiaoping[image: External link]
	1904–1997
	Deng overthrew Hua Guofeng[image: External link] to assume de facto control over China in 1978, as Paramount Leader[image: External link].



	1979
	Khomeini, AyatollahAyatollah Khomeini[image: External link]
	1902–1989
	Khomeini led the 1979 Iranian Revolution[image: External link], establishing himself as Supreme Leader[image: External link].



	1980
	Reagan, RonaldRonald Reagan[image: External link]
	1911–2004
	Reagan was elected[image: External link] President of the United States in 1980, defeating incumbent President Carter by a landslide.



	1981
	Wałęsa, LechLech Wałęsa[image: External link]
	Born in 1943
	Leader of the Polish Solidarity[image: External link] trade union and architect of the Gdańsk Agreement[image: External link] until his arrest and the imposition of martial law[image: External link] in December 1981.



	1982
	The Computer[image: External link]
	
	Denoted "Machine of the Year" to herald the dawn of the Information Age[image: External link].



	1983
	Reagan, RonaldRonald Reagan[image: External link] (2)
	1911–2004
	In 1983, as President of the United States, Reagan ordered the invasion of Grenada[image: External link] and championed the Strategic Defense Initiative[image: External link].



	Andropov, YuriYuri Andropov[image: External link]
	1914–1984
	Andropov, as Soviet leader, was a strong critic of the Strategic Defense Initiative. Andropov was hospitalized in August 1983 and died in 1984.



	1984
	Ueberroth, PeterPeter Ueberroth[image: External link]
	Born in 1937
	Ueberroth orchestrated the organization of the 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link], which involved a Soviet-led boycott[image: External link].



	1985
	Xiaoping, DengDeng Xiaoping[image: External link] (2)
	1904–1997
	As Paramount Leader[image: External link] of China, Deng was acknowledged for "sweeping economic reforms that have challenged Marxist orthodoxies".[24]



	1986
	Aquino, CorazonCorazon Aquino[image: External link]
	1933–2009
	Aquino was a prominent figure in 1986's People Power Revolution[image: External link], being elected[image: External link] President of the Philippines[image: External link].



	1987
	Gorbachev, MikhailMikhail Gorbachev[image: External link]
	Born in 1931
	As leader of the Soviet Union, Gorbachev oversaw Perestroika[image: External link] political reforms in 1987.



	1988
	The Endangered[image: External link] Earth[image: External link]
	
	Planet of the Year, involving an aspect of Mother Nature[image: External link].



	1989
	Gorbachev, MikhailMikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] (2)
	Born in 1931
	Acknowledged as "Man of the Decade". Gorbachev, as Soviet leader, oversaw 1989's first free Soviet elections[image: External link] before the fragmentation of the Eastern Bloc[image: External link].



	1990
	Bush, George H. W.George H. W. Bush[image: External link]
	Born in 1924
	As President of the United States, Bush oversaw U.S. involvement in the Gulf War[image: External link] (1990–1991).



	1991
	Turner, TedTed Turner[image: External link]
	Born in 1938
	Founder of CNN[image: External link].



	1992
	Clinton, BillBill Clinton[image: External link]
	Born in 1946
	Clinton was elected[image: External link] President of the United States in 1992.



	1993
	The Peacemakers
	
	Represented by Yasser Arafat[image: External link], F. W. de Klerk[image: External link], Nelson Mandela[image: External link], and Yitzhak Rabin[image: External link].

De Klerk, as State President of South Africa[image: External link], oversaw Mandela's release from prison in 1990. The pair worked together to end the Apartheid[image: External link] system.

Arafat, as President of the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link], and Rabin, as Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link], signed the 1993 Oslo Accord[image: External link], the first face-to-face agreement between Palestinian and Israeli authorities.



	1994
	John Paul II, PopePope John Paul II[image: External link]
	1920–2005
	Pope[image: External link] of the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] from 1978 to 2005.



	1995
	Gingrich, NewtNewt Gingrich[image: External link]
	Born in 1943
	Leader of the "Republican Revolution[image: External link]", a Republican[image: External link] party election landslide[image: External link], which led to Gingrich being elected Speaker of the House[image: External link].



	1996
	Ho, DavidDavid Ho[image: External link]
	Born in 1952
	Ho, a scientist, pioneered much AIDS[image: External link] research.



	1997
	Grove, AndrewAndrew Grove[image: External link]
	1936–2016
	In 1997, Grove was Chairman and CEO of Intel[image: External link], recognized as a pioneer in the semiconductor industry[image: External link].



	1998
	Clinton, BillBill Clinton[image: External link] (2)
	Born in 1946
	As President of the United States, Clinton was impeached[image: External link] in 1998 following the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link]. The Senate acquitted him of the charges.



	Starr, KenKen Starr[image: External link]
	Born in 1946
	Starr, a lawyer investigating various figures within the Clinton administration, published his Starr Report[image: External link] in 1998, opening the door for the impeachment of Bill Clinton.



	1999
	Bezos, JeffJeff Bezos[image: External link]
	Born in 1964
	Bezos is founder and CEO of Amazon.com[image: External link].



	2000
	Bush, George W.George W. Bush[image: External link]
	Born in 1946
	In 2000, Bush was elected[image: External link] President of the United States following an allegation of miscount[image: External link] in the Florida recount[image: External link].



	2001
	Giuliani, RudyRudy Giuliani[image: External link]
	Born in 1944
	Giuliani was Mayor of New York City[image: External link] at the time of the September 11 attacks in 2001.



	2002
	The Whistleblowers[image: External link]
	
	Represented by Cynthia Cooper[image: External link], Coleen Rowley[image: External link] and Sherron Watkins[image: External link].

In 2001, Watkins uncovered accounting irregularities in the financial reports[image: External link] of Enron[image: External link], testifying before Congressional committees the following year. In 2002, Cooper exposed a $3.8 billion fraud at WorldCom[image: External link]. At the time, this was the largest incident of accounting fraud in U.S. history. In 2002, Rowley, an FBI[image: External link] agent, gave testimony about the FBI's mishandling of information related to the September 11 attacks of 2001.



	2003
	The American soldier[image: External link] (2)
	
	Representing U.S. forces around the world, especially in the Iraq War[image: External link] (2003–2011).



	2004
	Bush, George W.George W. Bush[image: External link] (2)
	Born in 1946
	In 2004, Bush was re-elected[image: External link] President of the United States, overseeing U.S. involvement in the Iraq War.



	2005
	The Good Samaritans
	
	Represented by Bono[image: External link], Bill Gates[image: External link] and Melinda Gates[image: External link].

Bono, philanthropist and member of the rock band U2[image: External link], helped to organise the 2005 Live 8[image: External link] concerts. Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft[image: External link] and richest person in the world[image: External link], and his wife Melinda, founded the philanthropic Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation[image: External link].



	2006
	You[image: External link][11]
	
	Representing individual content creators[image: External link] on the World Wide Web[image: External link].
	

4 runners-up


	Mahmoud Ahmadinejad[image: External link]

	Hu Jintao[image: External link]

	Kim Jong-il[image: External link]

	
James Baker[image: External link][25]










	2007
	Putin, VladimirVladimir Putin[image: External link][26]
	Born in 1952
	In 2007, Putin was serving as President of Russia[image: External link].
	

4 runners-up


	Al Gore[image: External link]

	J. K. Rowling[image: External link]

	Hu Jintao[image: External link]

	
David Petraeus[image: External link][27]










	2008
	Obama, BarackBarack Obama[image: External link][28]
	Born in 1961
	In 2008, Obama was elected[image: External link] President of the United States, becoming the first African-American U.S. President in January 2009.
	

4 runners-up


	Henry Paulson[image: External link]

	Nicolas Sarkozy[image: External link]

	Sarah Palin[image: External link]

	
Zhang Yimou[image: External link][29]










	2009
	Bernanke, BenBen Bernanke[image: External link][30]
	Born in 1953
	Chairman of the Federal Reserve[image: External link] during the Financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link].
	

4 runners-up


	Stanley McChrystal[image: External link]

	The Chinese Worker

	Nancy Pelosi[image: External link]

	
Usain Bolt[image: External link][31]










	2010
	Zuckerberg, MarkMark Zuckerberg[image: External link][32]
	Born in 1984
	Founder of social-networking website Facebook[image: External link].
	

4 runners-up


	The Tea Party[image: External link]

	Hamid Karzai[image: External link]

	Julian Assange[image: External link]

	
The Chilean Miners[image: External link][33]










	2011
	The Protester[34]
	
	Representing many global protest movements — for example, the Arab Spring[image: External link], the Indignants Movement[image: External link], the Occupy Movement[image: External link] and the Tea Party movement[image: External link] — as well as protests in Chile[image: External link], Greece[image: External link], India[image: External link] and Russia[image: External link] among others.
	

4 runners-up


	William McRaven[image: External link]

	Ai Weiwei[image: External link]

	Paul Ryan[image: External link]

	
Kate Middleton[image: External link][35]










	2012
	Obama, BarackBarack Obama[image: External link] (2)[36]
	Born in 1961
	In 2012, Obama was re-elected[image: External link] President of the United States.
	

8 runners-up


	Marissa Mayer[image: External link]

	Mohammed Morsi[image: External link]

	Undocumented Americans[image: External link]

	
Bill[image: External link] and Hillary Clinton


	Malala Yousafzai[image: External link]

	Tim Cook[image: External link]

	The Higgs boson[image: External link]

	
Fabiola Gianotti[image: External link][37]










	2013
	Francis, PopePope Francis[image: External link][38]
	Born in 1936
	Elected[image: External link] head[image: External link] of the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] in 2013, following the resignation[image: External link] of Pope Benedict XVI[image: External link].
	

9 runners-up


	Bashar Assad[image: External link]

	Jeff Bezos[image: External link]

	Ted Cruz[image: External link]

	Miley Cyrus[image: External link]

	Barack Obama[image: External link]

	Hassan Rouhani[image: External link]

	Kathleen Sebelius[image: External link]

	Edward Snowden[image: External link]

	
Edith Windsor[image: External link][39]










	2014
	Ebola[image: External link] fighters[40]
	
	
"Ebola fighters" refers to health care workers who helped stop the spread of Ebola virus disease[image: External link] during the Ebola virus epidemic in West Africa[image: External link], including not only doctors and nurses, but also ambulance attendants, burial parties and others.[41]
Represented on the covers by Dr. Jerry Brown, the medical director at the Eternal Love Winning Africa Hospital in Monrovia[image: External link], Liberia[image: External link],[42][43] Dr. Kent Brantly[image: External link], a physician with Samaritan's Purse[image: External link] and the first American to be infected in the 2014 outbreak,[43][44] Ella Watson-Stryker, a health promoter for Doctors Without Borders[image: External link] who is originally from the United States[image: External link],[43][45] Foday Gallah, an ambulance supervisor and Ebola survivor from Monrovia, Liberia,[43][46] and Salome Karwah[image: External link], a trainee nurse and counselor from Liberia whose parents died of Ebola,[43][47] as well as others mentioned in the article itself, such as Dr. Pardis Sabeti from the Broad Institute.


	

7 runners-up


	The Ferguson protesters[image: External link]

	Vladimir Putin[image: External link]

	Taylor Swift

	Jack Ma[image: External link]

	Tim Cook[image: External link]

	Masoud Barzani[image: External link]

	
Roger Goodell[image: External link][48]










	2015
	Merkel, AngelaAngela Merkel[image: External link]
	Born in 1954
	Chancellor of Germany[image: External link] since 2005, recognized for leadership in the Greek debt crisis[image: External link] and European migrant crisis[image: External link].[49]
	

7 runners-up


	Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi[image: External link]

	
Black Lives Matter[image: External link] activists

	Caitlyn Jenner[image: External link]

	Travis Kalanick[image: External link]

	Vladimir Putin[image: External link]

	Hassan Rouhani[image: External link]

	
Donald Trump[50]










	2016
	Trump, DonaldDonald Trump
	Born in 1946
	In 2016, Trump was elected[image: External link] President of the United States, the first time someone without a political or military background had won the office.
	

10 runners-up


	Simone Biles[image: External link]

	Hillary Clinton

	
CRISPR[image: External link] scientists

	Recep Tayyip Erdoğan[image: External link]

	Nigel Farage[image: External link]

	The Flint Whistleblowers[image: External link]

	Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]

	Narendra Modi[image: External link]

	Vladimir Putin[image: External link]

	
Mark Zuckerberg[image: External link][51]
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Canadian Newsmaker of the Year (Time )[image: External link], the magazine's equivalent for Canadians only

	Breakthrough of the Year[image: External link]

	Forbes list of The World's Most Powerful People[image: External link]
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^ Elizabeth also acceded to the thrones of Australia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Ceylon[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link] and South Africa[image: External link]
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Louisiana Creole People





This article refers to the Louisiana Creole people of predominantly French origin. For the article about the Creole people of predominantly Canarian[image: External link]-Spanish origin, see "Isleños in Louisiana[image: External link]".

Louisiana Creole people ( French[image: External link]: Créoles de Louisiane), are persons descended from the inhabitants of colonial Louisiana[image: External link] during the period of both French[image: External link] and Spanish[image: External link] rule. The term creole was originally used by French settlers[image: External link] to distinguish persons born in Louisiana from those born in the mother country or elsewhere. As in many other colonial societies around the world, creole[image: External link] was a term used to mean those who were "native-born". It also came to be applied to African-descended slaves and Native Americans who were born in Louisiana.[2][3][4] Louisiana Creoles share cultural ties, such as the traditional use of the French language[image: External link][note 1] and a predominance of practice of Catholicism[image: External link].[2]

In the early 19th century, amid the Haitian Revolution[image: External link], thousands of refugees both whites and free people of color from Saint-Domingue[image: External link] ( affranchis[image: External link] or gens de couleur libres[image: External link]) arrived in New Orleans, often bringing their African slaves with them essentially doubling the city's population. As more refugees were allowed in Louisiana, Haitian émigrés who had first gone to Cuba[image: External link] also arrived. These groups had strong influences on the city and its culture.

Later immigrants to New Orleans, such as Irish, Germans and Italians, also married into the Creole groups. Louisiana Creoles are mostly Catholic in religion. Through the 19th century, most spoke French and were strongly connected to French colonial culture.[6] Only the small Spanish Creole communities[image: External link] of Saint Bernard Parish[image: External link] and Galveztown[image: External link] spoke Spanish. (Since the mid-twentieth century, the number of Spanish-speaking Creoles has declined in favor of English speakers, and few people under 80 years old speak Spanish.) They have maintained cultural traditions from the Canary Islands[image: External link], where their ancestors came from, to the present.[5] The varieties of Louisiana Creoles shaped the state's culture, particularly in the southern areas around New Orleans and the plantation districts. Louisiana is known as the 'Creole State.'[6]

While the sophisticated Creole society of New Orleans has historically received much attention, the Cane River[image: External link] area in northwest Louisiana, populated chiefly by Creoles of color[image: External link], also developed its own strong Creole culture. Other enclaves of Creole culture have been located in south Louisiana: Frilot Cove, Bois Mallet, Grand Marais, Palmetto, Lawtell, Soileau and others. These communities have had a long history of cultural independence. Another area where many creoles can be found is within the River Parishes, St. Charles, St. John, and St. James.
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Main article: Louisiana (New France)[image: External link]


Through both the French and Spanish (late 18th century) regimes, parochial and colonial governments used the term Creole for ethnic French and Spanish born in the New World as opposed to Europe. Parisian French was the predominant language among colonists in early New Orleans.

Later the regional French evolved to contain local phrases and slang terms. The French Creoles spoke what became known as Colonial French[image: External link]. Because of isolation, the language in the colony developed differently from that in France. It was spoken by the ethnic French and Spanish and their Creole descendants.

The commonly accepted definition of Louisiana Creole today is a person descended from ancestors in Louisiana before the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] by the United States in 1803.[2] An estimated 7,000 European immigrants settled in Louisiana during the 18th century, one percent of the number of British colonists in the Thirteen Colonies along the Atlantic coast. Louisiana attracted considerably fewer French colonists than did its West Indian colonies. After the crossing of the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link], which lasted more than two months, the colonists had numerous challenges ahead of them in the Louisiana frontier. Their living conditions were difficult: uprooted, they had to face a new, often hostile, environment, with difficult climate and tropical diseases. Many of these immigrants died during the maritime crossing or soon after their arrival.

Hurricanes[image: External link], unknown in France, periodically struck the coast, destroying whole villages. The Mississippi Delta[image: External link] was plagued with periodic yellow fever[image: External link] epidemics. Europeans also brought the Eurasian diseases of malaria[image: External link] and cholera[image: External link], which flourished along with mosquitoes and poor sanitation. These conditions slowed colonisation. Moreover, French villages and forts were not always sufficient to protect from enemy offensives. Attacks by Native Americans represented a real threat to the groups of isolated colonists. The Natchez[image: External link] killed 250 colonists in Lower Louisiana in retaliation for encroachment by the Europeans. The Natchez warriors took Fort Rosalie[image: External link] (now Natchez, Mississippi[image: External link]) by surprise, killing pregnant women, among others. During the next two years, the French attacked the Natchez in return, causing them to flee or, when captured, be deported[image: External link] as slaves to their Caribbean colony of Saint-Domingue[image: External link] (later Haiti[image: External link]).
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Aside from French government representatives and soldiers, colonists included mostly young men who were recruited in French ports or in Paris. Some served as indentured servants[image: External link]; they were required to remain in Louisiana for a length of time, fixed by the contract of service, to pay back the cost of passage and board. During this time, they were "temporary semi-slaves." To increase the colonial population, the government recruited young Frenchwomen, known as filles à la cassette[image: External link] (in English, casket girls, referring to the casket or case of belongings they brought with them) to go to the colony to be wed to colonial soldiers. The king financed dowries for each girl. (This practice was similar to events in 17th-century Quebec: about 800 filles du roi[image: External link] (daughters of the king) were recruited to immigrate to New France[image: External link] under the monetary sponsorship of Louis XIV[image: External link].)

In addition, French authorities deported some female criminals to the colony. For example, in 1721, the ship La Baleine brought close to 90 women of childbearing age from the prison of La Salpêtrière[image: External link] in Paris to Louisiana. Most of the women quickly found husbands among the male residents of the colony. These women, many of whom were most likely prostitutes[image: External link] or felons, were known as The Baleine Brides.[7] Such events inspired Manon Lescaut[image: External link] (1731,) a novel written by the Abbé Prévost[image: External link], which was later adapted as an opera in the 19th century.

Historian Joan Martin maintains that there is little documentation that casket girls (considered among the ancestors of French Creoles) were transported to Louisiana. (The Ursuline order of nuns, who were said to chaperone the girls until they married, have denied the casket girl myth as well.) Martin suggests this account was mythical. Instead, most sexual relationships and cultural exchanges occurred during the initial settlement of Louisiana among male Europeans and female Native Americans and Africans (most of the latter were enslaved). She writes that some Creole families dating to the colonial period, who today identify as white, likely also had African and/or mixed-race[image: External link] ancestors during the colonial period, with some marrying increasingly "white" over generations. The system of plaçage[image: External link] that continued into the 19th century resulted in many young white men having women of color as partners and mothers of their children, often before or even after their marriages to white women.[8] French Louisiana also included communities of Swiss and German settlers; however, royal authorities did not refer to "Louisianans" but described the colonial population as "French" citizens.
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Main article: Louisiana (New Spain)[image: External link]


The French colony[image: External link] was ceded to Spain in the Treaty of Paris (1763)[image: External link], following French defeat by the British in the Seven Years' War[image: External link], which took place on two continents. The Spanish were slow and reluctant in fully occupying the colony, however; and did not do so until 1769. That year Spain abolished Indian slavery. In addition, Spanish liberal manumission[image: External link] policies contributed to the growth of the population of Creoles of Color, particularly in New Orleans. Nearly all of the surviving 18th-century architecture[image: External link] of the Vieux Carré (French Quarter[image: External link]) dates from the Spanish period (the Ursuline Convent an exception). These buildings were designed by French architects, as there were no Spanish architects in Louisiana. The buildings of the French Quarter are of a Mediterranean style also found in southern France.[9]

The mixed-race[image: External link] Creole descendants, who developed as a third class of Creoles of color[image: External link] (Gens de Couleur Libres), particularly in New Orleans, were strongly influenced by the French Catholic culture. By the end of the 18th century, many mixed-race Creoles had gained education and tended to work in artisan or skilled trades; a relatively high number were property and slave owners. The Louisiana Creole language developed primarily from the influence of French and African languages, enabling slaves from different tribes and colonists to communicate.
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Spain ceded Louisiana back to France in 1800 through the Third Treaty of San Ildefonso[image: External link]. Napoleon[image: External link] sold Louisiana (New France)[image: External link] to the United States[image: External link] in the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] in 1803, following defeat of his forces in Saint-Domingue. He had been trying to regain control of the island colony following a multi-year slave rebellion.

Thousands of refugees from the revolution, both whites[image: External link] and affranchis or Gens de Couleur Libres, arrived in New Orleans, often bringing their African[image: External link] slaves[image: External link] with them. These groups had a strong influence on the city, increasing the number of French speakers, Africans with strong traditional customs, and Creoles of Color. The Haitian Revolution[image: External link] ended in the slaves gaining independence in 1804, establishing the second republic[image: External link] in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and the first republic led by black people[image: External link]. While Governor Claiborne[image: External link] and other officials wanted to keep out additional free black[image: External link] men, the French Creoles wanted to increase the French[image: External link]-speaking population. As more refugees were allowed in Louisiana, Haitian émigrés who had first gone to Cuba[image: External link] also arrived.[10] Many of the white Francophones[image: External link] had been deported by officials in Cuba in retaliation for Bonapartist[image: External link] schemes in Spain[image: External link].[11] After the Purchase, many Americans were also migrating to Louisiana. Later European immigrants included Irish, Germans, and Italians.

During the antebellum years, the major commodity crops[image: External link] were sugar[image: External link] and cotton[image: External link], cultivated on large plantations along the Mississippi River outside the city with slave[image: External link] labor. Plantations were developed in the French style, with narrow waterfronts for access on the river, and long plots running back inland.

Nearly 90 percent of early 19th century immigrants to the territory settled in New Orleans. The 1809 migration from Cuba brought 2,731 whites; 3,102 Gens de Couleur Libres; and 3,226 enslaved persons of African descent, which in total doubled the city's population. The city became 63 percent black in population, a greater proportion than Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link]'s 53 percent.[10]

The transfer of the French colony to the United States and the arrival of Anglo-Americans from New England and the South resulted in a cultural confrontation. Some Americans were reportedly shocked by aspects of the culture and French-speaking society of the newly acquired territory: the predominance of the French language and Roman Catholicism, the free class of mixed-race people, and the strong African traditions of enslaved peoples. They pressured the United States' first governor of the Louisiana Territory[image: External link], W.C.C. Claiborne[image: External link], to change it.

Particularly in the slave society of the American South[image: External link], slavery had become a racial caste. Since the late 17th century, children in the colonies took the status of their mothers at birth; therefore, all children of enslaved mothers were born into slavery, regardless of the race or status of their fathers. This produced many mixed-race slaves over the generations. Whites classified society into whites and blacks (the latter associated strongly with slaves). Although there was a growing population of free people of color[image: External link], particularly in the Upper South, they generally did not have the same rights and freedoms as Creoles of Color[image: External link] in Louisiana under French and Spanish rule, who held office in some cases and served in the militia. For example, around 80 free Creoles of Color were recruited into the militia that fought in the Battle of Baton Rouge[image: External link] in 1779.[12] And 353 free Creoles of Color were recruited into the militia that fought in the Battle of New Orleans[image: External link] in 1812.[13] Later on, some of the descendants of these Creole of Color veterans of the Battle of New Orleans, like Caesar Antoine[image: External link], went on to fight in the American Civil War[image: External link].

When Claiborne made English the official language of the territory, the French Creoles of New Orleans were outraged, and reportedly paraded in protest in the streets. They rejected the Americans' effort to transform them overnight. In addition, upper-class French Creoles thought that many of the arriving Americans were uncouth, especially the rough Kentucky boatmen (Kaintucks) who regularly visited the city, having maneuvered flatboats down the Mississippi River filled with goods for market.

Realizing that he needed local support, Claiborne restored French as an official language. In all forms of government, public forums, and in the Catholic Church[image: External link], French continued to be used. Most importantly, Louisiana French[image: External link] and Louisiana Creole remained the languages of the majority of the population of the state, leaving English and Spanish as minority languages.
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Colonists referred to themselves and enslaved blacks who were native-born as creole, to distinguish them from new arrivals from France and Spain as well as Africa.[2] American Indians[image: External link], such as the Creek people[image: External link], intermixed with Creoles also, making three races present in the ethnic group.

Like “Cajun,” the term “Creole” is a popular name used to describe cultures in the southern Louisiana area. “Creole” can be roughly defined as “native to a region,” but its precise meaning varies according to the geographic area in which it is used. Generally, however, Creoles felt the need to distinguish themselves from the influx of American and European immigrants coming into the area after the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. “Creole” is still used to describe the heritage and customs of the various people who settled Louisiana during early, French colonial times. In addition to the French Canadians, the amalgamated Creole culture in southern Louisiana includes influences from the Chitimacha, Houma, and other native tribes, enslaved West Africans, Spanish-speaking Islenos (Canary Islanders), and French-speaking Gens de Couleur Libres from the Caribbean.[14]

As a group, the mixed-race Creoles rapidly began to acquire education, skills (many in New Orleans worked as craftsmen and artisans), businesses and property. They were overwhelmingly Catholic, spoke Colonial French (although some also spoke Louisiana Creole), and kept up many French social customs, modified by other parts of their ancestry and Louisiana culture. The Creoles of Color married among themselves to maintain their class and social culture. The French-speaking mixed-race population came to be called "Creoles of color". It was said that "New Orleans persons of color were far wealthier, more secure, and more established than freed Africans and Cajuns elsewhere in Louisiana."[4]

Under the French and Spanish rulers, Louisiana developed a three-tiered society, similar to that of Haiti[image: External link], Cuba[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Saint Lucia[image: External link], Martinique[image: External link], Guadeloupe[image: External link] and other Latin colonies. This three-tiered society included white Creoles; a prosperous, educated group of mixed-race Creoles, of European and African descent; and the far larger class of African slaves. The status of mixed-race Creoles of color[image: External link] (Gens de Couleur Libres) was one they guarded carefully. By law they enjoyed most of the same rights and privileges as whites. They could and often did challenge the law in court and won cases against whites. They were property owners and created schools for their children. In many cases though, these different tiers viewed themselves as one group, as other Iberoamerican[image: External link] and Francophone[image: External link] ethnic groups commonly did. Race did not play as central a role as it does in Anglo-American culture: oftentimes, race was not a concern, but instead, family standing and wealth were key distinguishing factors in New Orleans and beyond.[2] The Creole civil rights activist Rodolphe Desdunes[image: External link] explained the difference between Creoles and Anglo-Americans, concerning the widespread belief in racialism[image: External link] by the latter, as follows:


The groups (Latin and Anglo New Orleaneans) had “two different schools of politics [and differed] radically … in aspiration and method. One hopes [Latins], and the other doubts [Anglos]. Thus we often perceive that one makes every effort to acquire merits, the other to gain advantages. One aspires to equality, the other to identity. One will forget that he is a Negro in order to think that he is a man; the other will forget that he is a man to think that he is a Negro.”[15]



After the United States acquired the area in the Louisiana Purchase, mixed-race Creoles of Color resisted American attempts to impose their binary racial culture. In the American South slavery had become virtually a racial caste, in which most people of any African descent were considered to be lower in status. The planter society viewed it as a binary culture, with whites and blacks (the latter including everyone other than whites, although for some years they counted mulattos separately on censuses).[2]

While the American Civil War promised rights and opportunities for the enslaved, the Creoles of Color[image: External link], who had long been free before the war, worried about losing their identity and position. The Americans did not legally recognize a three-tiered society; nevertheless, some Creoles of Color such as Thomy Lafon[image: External link], Victor Séjour[image: External link], and others, used their position to support the abolitionist cause.[16] And the Creole of Color, Francis E. Dumas, emancipated all of his slaves and organized them into a company in the Second Regiment of the Louisiana Native Guards[image: External link].[17]

Following the Union victory in the Civil War, the Louisiana three-tiered society was gradually overrun by more Anglo-Americans, who classified everyone by the South[image: External link]'s binary division of "black" and "white." During the Reconstruction era[image: External link], white Democrats regained power in the Louisiana state legislature by using paramilitary[image: External link] groups like the White League[image: External link] to suppress black voting. They enforced white supremacy[image: External link] by passing Jim Crow[image: External link] laws and a constitution near the turn of the 20th century that effectively disenfranchised[image: External link] most blacks and Creoles of color through discriminatory application of voter registration and electoral laws. The US Supreme Court[image: External link] ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson[image: External link] in 1896 supported the binary society and the policy of "separate but equal" facilities (which were seldom achieved in fact) in the segregated South.[2] Some white Creoles, heavily influenced by white American society, increasingly claimed that the term Creole applied to whites only. According to Virginia R. Domínguez[image: External link]:


Charles Gayarré[image: External link] ... and Alcée Fortier[image: External link] ... led the outspoken though desperate defense of the Creole. As bright as these men clearly were, they still became engulfed in the reclassification process intent on salvaging white Creole status. Their speeches consequently read more like sympathetic eulogies than historical analysis.[18]



Sybil Kein[image: External link] suggests that, because of the white Creoles struggle for redefinition, they were particularly hostile to the exploration by the writer George Washington Cable[image: External link] of the multi-racial Creole society in his stories and novels. She believes that in The Grandissimes[image: External link], he exposed white Creoles' preoccupation with covering up blood connections with Creoles of Color. She writes:


There was a veritable explosion of defenses of Creole ancestry. The more novelist George Washington Cable engaged his characters in family feuds over inheritance, embroiled them in sexual unions with blacks and mulattoes[image: External link], and made them seem particularly defensive about their presumably pure Caucasian ancestry, the more vociferously the white Creoles responded, insisting on purity of white ancestry as a requirement for identification as Creole.[18]



In the 1930s, populist Governor Huey Long[image: External link] satirized such Creole claims, saying that you could feed all the "pure white" people in New Orleans with a cup of beans and a half a cup of rice, and still have food left over![19] The effort to impose Anglo-America's binary racial classification on Creoles continued, however. In 1938, in Sunseri v. Cassagne—the Louisiana Supreme Court proclaimed traceability of African ancestry to be the only requirement for definition of colored. And during her time as Registrar of the Bureau of Vital Statistics for the City of New Orleans (1949–1965), Naomi Drake[image: External link] tried to impose these binary racial classifications. She unilaterally changed records to classify mixed-race individuals as black if she found they had any black (or African) ancestry, an application of hypodescent[image: External link] rules, and did not notify people of her actions.[20]

Among the practices Drake directed was having her workers check obituaries. They were to assess whether the obituary of a person identified as white provided clues that might help show the individual was "really" black, such as having black relatives, services at a traditionally black funeral home, or burial at a traditionally black cemetery—evidence which she would use to ensure the death certificate classified the person as black.[21]

Not everyone accepted Drake's actions, and people filed thousands of cases against the office to have racial classifications changed and to protest her withholding legal documents of vital records. This caused much embarrassment and disruption, finally causing the city to fire her in 1965.[22]
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Main article: Louisiana Creole cuisine[image: External link]


Louisiana Creole cuisine[image: External link] is recognized as a unique style of cooking originating in New Orleans, starting in the early 1700s. It makes use of what is sometimes called the Holy trinity[image: External link]: onions, celery, and green peppers. It has developed primarily from various European, African, and Native American historic culinary influences. A distinctly different style of Creole or Cajun cooking exists in Acadiana[image: External link].

Gumbo[image: External link] is a traditional Creole dish from New Orleans with French, Spanish, Native American, African, German, Italian and Caribbean influences. It is a meat-based soup, sometimes made with some combination of any of the following: seafood (usually shrimp, crabs, with oysters optional, or occasionally crawfish), sausage, chicken (hen or rooster), alligator, turtle, rabbit, duck, deer or wild boar. Gumbo is often seasoned with filé[image: External link], which is dried and ground sassafras[image: External link] leaves. Both meat and seafood versions also include the "Holy Trinity" and are served like stew over rice. It developed from French colonists trying to make bouillabaisse[image: External link] with New World ingredients. Starting with aromatic seasonings, the French used onions and celery as in a traditional mirepoix[image: External link], but lacked carrots[image: External link], so they substituted green bellpeppers. Africans contributed okra[image: External link]; the Native Americans contributed filé; the Spanish contributed peppers and tomatoes; and new spices were adopted from Caribbean dishes. The French later favored a roux[image: External link] for thickening. In the 19th century, the Italians added garlic[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

After arriving in numbers, German immigrants dominated New Orleans city bakeries, including those making traditional French bread. They introduced having buttered French bread as a side to eating gumbo, as well as a side of German-style potato salad.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Originating in New Orleans, red beans and rice is a dish of Louisiana and Caribbean influence. It contains red beans, the "holy trinity" of onion, celery, and bell pepper, and often andouille[image: External link] smoked sausage, pickled pork, or smoked ham hocks. The beans are served over white rice. It is one of the famous dishes in Louisiana, and is associated with "washday Monday." It could be cooked all day over a low flame while the women of the house attended to washing the family's clothes.

"Gumbo" (Gombô, in Louisiana Creole, Gombo, in Louisiana French); in French[image: External link], or gombo, is a hybrid stew of various influences. Okra is traditionally grown in regions of Africa, the Middle East[image: External link] and Spain. Gombo is the Louisiana French word for okra, which is derived from a shortened version of the West African words kilogombó or kigambó, also guingambó or quinbombó. "Gumbo" became the anglicized version of the word 'Gombo' after the English language[image: External link] became dominant in Louisiana. In Louisiana French dialects, the word "gombo" still refers to both the hybrid stew and the vegetable.

Jambalaya[image: External link] is the second of the famous Louisiana Creole dishes. It developed in the European communities of New Orleans. It combined ham with sausage, rice and tomato as a variation of the Spanish dish paella[image: External link], and was based on locally available ingredients. The name for jambalaya comes from the Occitan[image: External link] language spoken in southern France, where it means mash-up. The term also refers to a type of rice cooked with chicken.

Today, jambalaya is commonly made with seafood[image: External link] (usually shrimp[image: External link]) or chicken[image: External link], or a combination of shrimp[image: External link] and chicken[image: External link]. Most versions contain smoked sausage[image: External link], more commonly used instead of ham[image: External link] in modern versions. However, a version of jambalaya that uses ham[image: External link] with shrimp[image: External link] may be closer to the original Creole dish.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Jambalaya is prepared in two ways: "red" and "brown." Red is the tomato[image: External link]-based version native to New Orleans; it is also found in parts of Iberia and St. Martin parishes, and generally uses shrimp or chicken stock. The red-style Creole jambalaya is the original version.
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Main article: Creole music[image: External link]


Zydeco[image: External link] (a transliteration in English of 'zaricô' (snapbeans) from the song, "Les haricots sont pas salés"), was born in black Creole communities on the prairies of southwest Louisiana in the 1920s. It is often considered the Creole music of Louisiana. Zydeco, a derivative of Cajun music, purportedly hails from Là-là, a genre of music now defunct, and old south Louisiana jurés. As Louisiana French[image: External link] and Louisiana Creole was the lingua franca[image: External link] of the prairies of southwest Louisiana, zydeco was initially sung only in Louisiana French or Creole. Later, Louisiana Creoles, such as the 20th-century Chénier brothers, Andrus Espree (Beau Jocque), Rosie Lédet[image: External link] and others began incorporating a more bluesy sound and added a new linguistic element to zydeco music......English. Today, zydeco musicians sing in English, Louisiana Creole, or Colonial Louisiana French.

Today's Zydeco often incorporates a blend of swamp pop[image: External link], blues, and/or jazz[image: External link], as well as "Cajun Music" (originally called Old Louisiana French Music). An instrument unique to zydeco is a form of washboard called the frottoir[image: External link] or scrub board. This is a vest made of corrugated aluminum, and played by the musician working bottle openers, bottle caps, or spoons up and down the length of the vest. Another instrument used in both Zydeco and Cajun music since the 1800s is the accordion. Zydeco music makes use of the piano or button accordion while Cajun music is played on the diatonic accordion, or Cajun accordion, often called a "squeeze box." Cajun musicians also use the fiddle and steel guitar more often than do those playing Zydeco.

Zydeco can be traced to the music of enslaved African people from the 19th century. It is represented in Slave Songs of the United States[image: External link], first published in 1867. The final seven songs in that work are printed with melody along with text in Louisiana Creole. These and many other songs were sung by slaves on plantations, especially in St. Charles Parish[image: External link], and when they gathered on Sundays at Congo Square[image: External link] in New Orleans.

Among the Spanish Creole people highlights, between their varied traditional folklore, the Canarian Décimas[image: External link], romances[image: External link], ballads[image: External link] and pan-Hispanic songs date back many years, even to the Medieval Age[image: External link]. This folklore was carried by their ancestors from the Canary Islands to Louisiana in the 18th century. It also highlights their adaptation to the Isleño[image: External link] music to other music outside of the community (especially from the Mexican Corridos[image: External link]).[5]
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Main articles: Louisiana French[image: External link] and Louisiana Creole[image: External link]


Louisiana French (LF) is the regional variety of the French language[image: External link] spoken throughout contemporary Louisiana[image: External link] by individuals who today identify ethno-racially as Creole, Cajun or French, as well as some who identify as Spanish (particularly in New Iberia[image: External link] and Baton Rouge[image: External link], where the Creole people are a mix of French and Spanish and speak the French language[5]), African-American, white, Irish, or other origins. Individuals and groups of individuals through innovation, adaptation, and contact, continually enrich the French language spoken in Louisiana, seasoning it with linguistic features that can sometimes only be found in Louisiana.[23][24][25][26][27]

Tulane University[image: External link]'s Department of French and Italian website prominently declares "In Louisiana, French is not a foreign language".[28] Figures from U.S. decennial censuses report that roughly 250,000 Louisianans claimed to use or speak French in their homes.[29]

Louisiana Creole (Kréyol La Lwizyàn) is a French Creole[image: External link] [30] language spoken by the Louisiana Creole people and sometimes Cajuns and Anglo-residents of the state of Louisiana[image: External link]. The language consists of elements of French[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link], African[image: External link], and Native American[image: External link] roots.

Among the eighteen governors of Louisiana between 1803–1865, six were French Creoles and spoke French: Jacques Villeré[image: External link], Pierre Derbigny[image: External link], Armand Beauvais[image: External link], Jacques Dupré[image: External link], Andre B. Roman[image: External link], and Alexandre Mouton[image: External link].

According to the historian Paul Lachance, "the addition of white immigrants to the white creole population enabled French-speakers to remain a majority of the white population [in New Orleans] until almost 1830. If a substantial proportion of Creoles of Color and slaves had not also spoken French, however, the Gallic community would have become a minority of the total population as early as 1820."[31] In the 1850s, white Francophones remained an intact and vibrant community; they maintained instruction in French in two of the city's four school districts.[32] In 1862, the Union general Ben Butler abolished French instruction in New Orleans schools, and statewide measures in 1864 and 1868 further cemented the policy.[32] By the end of the 19th century, French usage in the city had faded significantly.[33] However, as late as 1902 "one-fourth of the population of the city spoke French in ordinary daily intercourse, while another two-fourths was able to understand the language perfectly,"[34] and as late as 1945, one still encountered elderly Creole women who spoke no English.[35] The last major French-language newspaper in New Orleans, L’Abeille de la Nouvelle-Orléans[image: External link], ceased publication on December 27, 1923, after ninety-six years;[36] according to some sources Le Courrier de la Nouvelle Orleans continued until 1955.[37]

Today, it is generally in more rural areas that people continue to speak Louisiana French or Louisiana Creole. Also during the '40s and '50s many Creoles left Louisiana to find work in Texas, mostly in Houston and East Texas. The language and music is widely spoken there; the 5th ward of Houston was originally called Frenchtown due to that reason. There were also Zydeco clubs started in Houston, like the famed Silver Slipper owned by a Creole named Alfred Cormier that has hosted the likes of Clifton Chenier and Boozoo Chavais.

On the other hand, Spanish usage has fallen markedly over the years among the Spanish Creoles. Still, in the first half of twentieth century, most of the people of Saint Bernard and Galveztown[image: External link] spoke the Spanish language with the Canarian Spanish[image: External link] dialect (the ancestors of these Creoles were from the Canary Islands[image: External link]) of the 18th century, but the government of Louisiana imposed the use of English in these communities, especially in the schools (e.g. Saint Bernard) where if a teacher heard children speaking Spanish she would fine them and punish them. Now, only some people over the age of 80 can speak Spanish in these communities. Most of the youth of Saint Bernard can only speak English.[5]
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Main article: New Orleans Mardi Gras[image: External link]


Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday in English[image: External link]) in New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link], is a Carnival[image: External link] celebration well known throughout the world. It has colonial French roots.

The New Orleans Carnival season, with roots in preparing for the start of the Christian[image: External link] season of Lent[image: External link], starts after Twelfth Night[image: External link], on Epiphany[image: External link] (January 6). It is a season of parades[image: External link], balls[image: External link] (some of them masquerade balls[image: External link]), and king cake[image: External link] parties. It has traditionally been part of the winter social season; at one time "coming out" parties for young women at débutante balls were timed for this season.

Celebrations are concentrated for about two weeks before and through Fat Tuesday[image: External link] (Mardi Gras in French), the day before Ash Wednesday[image: External link]. Usually there is one major parade each day (weather permitting); many days have several large parades. The largest and most elaborate parades take place the last five days of the season. In the final week of Carnival, many events large and small occur throughout New Orleans and surrounding communities.

The parades in New Orleans are organized by Carnival krewes[image: External link]. Krewe float[image: External link] riders toss throws to the crowds; the most common throws are strings of plastic colorful beads, doubloons[image: External link] (aluminum or wooden dollar-sized coins usually impressed with a krewe logo), decorated plastic throw cups, and small inexpensive toys. Major krewes follow the same parade schedule and route each year.

While many tourists center their Mardi Gras season activities on Bourbon Street[image: External link] and the French Quarter[image: External link], none of the major Mardi Gras parades has entered the Quarter since 1972 because of its narrow streets and overhead obstructions. Instead, major parades originate in the Uptown and Mid-City districts and follow a route along St. Charles Avenue[image: External link] and Canal Street[image: External link], on the upriver side of the French Quarter.

To New Orleanians, "Mardi Gras" specifically refers to the Tuesday before Lent, the highlight of the season. The term can also be used less specifically for the whole Carnival season, sometimes as "the Mardi Gras season". The terms "Fat Tuesday" or "Mardi Gras Day" always refer only to that specific day.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Creole places





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cane River Creoles




While the sophisticated Creole society of New Orleans has historically received much attention, the Cane River[image: External link] area developed its own strong Creole culture. The Cane River Creole community in the northern part of the state, along the Red River[image: External link] and Cane River, is made up of multi-racial descendants of French[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link], Africans[image: External link], Native Americans[image: External link], similar mixed Creole migrants from New Orleans, and various other ethnic groups who inhabited this region in the 18th and early 19th centuries. The community is located in and around Isle Brevelle in lower Natchitoches Parish[image: External link], Louisiana. There are many Creole communities within Natchitoches Parish, including Natchitoches[image: External link], Cloutierville[image: External link], Derry[image: External link], Gorum, and Natchez[image: External link]. Many of their historic plantations still exist.[38] Some have been designated as National Historic Landmarks[image: External link], and are noted within the Cane River National Heritage Area, as well as the Cane River Creole National Historical Park[image: External link]. Some plantations are sites on the Louisiana African American Heritage Trail[image: External link].

Isle Brevelle, the area of land between Cane River and Bayou Brevelle, encompasses approximately 18,000 acres (73 km2) of land, 16,000 acres of which are still owned by descendants of the original Creole families. The Cane River as well as Avoyelles and St.Landry Creole family surnames include but are not limited to: Métoyer, LeRoux, Hughes, McClain, Evans, Boyér, LaCour, Lemelle, Carriere, Damas, Fuselier, Biagas, Simien Reynaud, Bernard, Lambre', Arnaud, PrudHomme, Balthazar, Chevalier, Dunn, Hebert, Fredieu, Llorens, Barre', Beaudoin, Buard, Bayonne, Bossier, Brossette, Cyriak, Cyriaque, Coutée, Cassine, Colston, Monette, Esprit, Sylvie, Sylvan, Tyler, Moran, Rachal, Conant,Guillory, Antee, LéBon, Lefìls, Papillion, Arceneaux, DeBòis, Landry, Gravés, Deculus, St. Romain, Beaudion,LaCaze, DeCuir, Pantallion, Mathés, Mullone, Severin, Byone, St. Ville, Delphin, Sarpy, Sers, Laurent, De Soto, Christophe, Mathis, Honoré, De Sadier, Anty, Dubreil, Roque, Cloutier, Le Vasseur, Vachon, Versher, Vercher, Mezière, Bellow, Gallien, Conde, Porche, and Dupré. (Most of the surnames are of French and sometimes Spanish origin).[38]
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Another historic area to Louisiana is Pointe Coupee[image: External link], an area northwest of Baton Rouge. This area is known for the False River[image: External link]; the parish seat is New Roads[image: External link], and villages including Morganza[image: External link] are located off the river. This parish is known to be uniquely Creole; today a large portion of the nearly 22,000 residents can trace Creole ancestry. The area was noted for its many plantations and cultural life during the French, Spanish, and American colonial periods.

The population here had become bilingual or even trilingual with French, Louisiana Creole, and English because of its plantation business before most of Louisiana. The Louisiana Creole language is widely associated with this parish; the local mainland French and Creole (i.e., locally born) plantation owners and their African slaves formed it as communication language, which became the primary language for many Pointe Coupee residents well into the 20th century. The local white and black populations as well as persons of blended ethnicity spoke the language, because of its importance to the region; Italian immigrants in the 19th century often adopted the language.

Common Creole family names of the region include the following: Battley, Parker, Boudreaux, Guerin, Jarreau, Bridgewater, Olinde, Decuir, Gremillion, Roberson, Christophe, Joseph, Part, Major, Valéry, Robert, Francois, Aguillard, Duperon, St. Amant, Domingue, Patin, Porche, Chenevert, Carmouche, Gaines, Fabre, Jarreau, St. Romain, Bonaventure, Bergeron, Pourciau, Morel, Tounoir, and dozens more.

Brian J. Costello, an 11th generation Pointe Coupee Parish Creole, is the premiere historian, author and archivist on Pointe Coupee's Creole population, language, social and material culture. Most of his 18 solely-authored books[image: External link] and five co-authored books[image: External link] as of 2014 specifically address these topics. He was immersed in the area's Louisiana Creole dialect in his childhood, through inter-familial and community immersion and is, therefore, one of the dialect's most fluent, and last, speakers.
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Avoyelles Parish[image: External link] has a history rich in Creole ancestry. Marksville has a significant populace of French Creoles who have Native American ancestry. The languages that are spoken are Louisiana French and English. This parish was established in 1750. The Creole community in Avoyelles parish is alive and well and has a unique blend of family, food and Creole culture. Creole family names of this region are: Sylvan, LeRoux, Auzenne, Mouton, Moten, Normand, Gaspard, Fontenot, Chargois, Fuselier, Ravarre, Tyler, Perrie, Carriere, Barbin, DeBellevue, Goudeau, Bordelon, Gauthier, Lamartiniere, Lemoine, Gremillion, Broussard, Boutte, Esprit, Rabalais, Beaudoin, DeCuir, Dufour, DuCote, Deshotels, Muellon, Lemelle, Saucier, Guillory, and Biagas. A French Creole Heritage day has been held annually in Avoyelles Parish on Bastille Day since 2012.
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Evangeline Parish[image: External link] was formed out of the northwestern part of St. Landry Parish[image: External link] in 1910, and is therefore, a former part of the old Poste des Opelousas territory. Most of this region's population was a direct result of the North American Creole & Métis[image: External link] influx of 1763, the result of the end of the French & Indian War[image: External link] which saw former French colonial settlements from as far away as "Upper Louisiana" (Great Lakes region, Indiana, Illinois) to "Lower Louisiana's" (Illinois, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama), ceded to British America.

The majority of these French Creoles and Métis peoples chose to leave their former homes electing to head for the only 'French' exempted settlement area in Lower Louisiana, the "Territory of Orleans" or the modern State of Louisiana.

These Creoles and Métis families generally did not remain in New Orleans and opted for settlement in the northwestern "Creole parishes" of higher ground. This area reaches upwards to Pointe Coupee, St. Landry, Avoyelles and what became Evangeline Parish in 1910. Along with these diverse Métis & Creole families came West Indian slaves (Caribbean people[image: External link]).

Still later, Saint-Domingue/Haitian Creoles, Napoleonic soldiers, and 19th century French families would also settle this region. One of Napoleon Bonaparte's adjutant majors is actually considered the founder of Ville Platte, the parish seat of Evangeline Parish. General Antoine Paul Joseph Louis Garrigues de Flaugeac and his fellow Napoleonic soldiers, Benoit DeBaillon, Louis Van Hille, and Wartelle's descendants also settled in St. Landry Parish and became important public, civic, and political figures. They were discovered on the levee in tattered uniforms by a wealthy Creole planter, "Grand Louis' Fontenot of St. Landry (and what is now, Evangeline Parish), a descendant of one of Governor Jean-Batiste LeMoyne, Sieur de Bienville's French officers from Fort Toulouse, in what is now the State of Alabama.[39]

Many Colonial French, Swiss German, Austrian, and Spanish Creole surnames still remain among prominent and common families alike in Evangeline Parish. Some later Irish and Italian names also appear. Surnames such as, Ardoin, Aguillard, Mouton, Moten, LeRoux, Fontenot, LaFleur, Bordelon, Brignac, Brunet, Buller (Buhler), Catoire, Chapman, Coreil, Darbonne, DeBaillion, DeVille, DeVilliers, Duos, Dupre' Estillette, Guillory, Milano-Hebert, Gradney, Landreneau, LaTour, LeBas, LeBleu, Miller, Morein, Moreau, Mounier, Ortego, Perrodin, Pierotti, Pitre (rare Acadian-Creole), Rozas, Saucier, Schexnayder, Sebastien, Sittig, Soileau, Tyler, Veillon, Vidrine, Vizinat, and many more are reminiscent of the late French Colonial, early Spanish and later American period of this region's history.[40]

As of 2013, the parish was once again recognized by the March 2013 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature as part of the Creole Parishes, with the passage of SR No. 30. Other parishes so recognized include Avoyelles, St. Landry, and Pointe Coupee Parishes. Natchitoches Parish[image: External link] also remains recognized as "Creole."

Evangeline Parish's French-speaking Senator, Eric LaFleur sponsored SR No. 30 which was written by Louisiana French Creole scholar, educator and author, John laFleur II. The parish's namesake of "Evangeline" is a reflection of the affection the parish's founder, Paulin Fontenot had for Henry Wadsworth's famous poem of the same name, and not an indication of the parish's ethnic origin. The adoption of "Cajun" by the residents of this parish reflects both the popular commerce as well as media conditioning, since this northwestern region of the French-speaking triangle was never part of the Acadian[image: External link] settlement region of the Spanish period.[41]

The community now hosts an annual "Creole Families Bastille Day (weekend) Heritage & Honorarium Festival in which a celebration of Louisiana's multi-ethnic French Creoles is held, with Catholic mass, Bastille Day Champagne toasting of honorees who've worked in some way to preserve and promote the French Creole heritage and language traditions. Louisiana authors, Creole food, and cultural events featuring scholarly lectures and historical information along with fun for families with free admission, and vendor booths are also a feature of this very interesting festival which unites all French Creoles who share this common culture and heritage.
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St. Landry Parish[image: External link] has a significant population of Creoles, especially in Opelousas and its surrounding areas. The traditions and Creole heritage are prevalent in Opelousas, Port Barre, Melville, Palmetto, Lawtell, Swords, Mallet, Frilot Cove, Plaisance, Pitreville, and many other villages, towns and communities. The Roman Catholic Church and French/Creole language are dominant features of this rich culture. Zydeco musicians host festivals all through the year. Some Creole family names are: Antoine, Ardoin, Vidrine, Davis, Lecompte, Mouton, Moten, LeRoux, Guillory, Esprit, Gallow, Jolivette, Jolivet, Rosignon (Rousillion), Sonnier, Jardoin, Hollier, Frilot, Roberts, Papillion, Simien, Lemon(d), Gradney, Gradnigo, Declouette, Judge, Rideau, Barnabe, Bossier, Bushnell, Pain, Cezar, Lafleur, Thierry, Rene, Darbonne, Gobert, Coutee, Fontenot, Chargois, McCrea, Villere, LaChappelle, Delafosse, Dupre, Birotte, LeBon, Guilbeaux, Arceneaux, Breaux, Chevalier, Durousseau, Frugé, Lavergne, Chachere, Aubespin, Auzenne, Chenier, Chretien, Ledet, Fuselier, Carrier(e), LaStrapes, Lavigne, Piert, LaFleur, Lemelle, Leblanc, Deculus, Chavis, Victorian, St. Mary, Caesar (Ceaser), Frank, Soileau, Thomas, White, Valmont and Vallair.
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For a more comprehensive list, see List of Louisiana Creoles[image: External link].
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	Creoles of color[image: External link]

	Cane River Creole National Historical Park[image: External link]

	Melrose Plantation[image: External link]

	French Quarter[image: External link]

	Faubourg Marigny[image: External link]

	Tremé[image: External link]

	Little New Orleans[image: External link]

	Frenchtown, Houston[image: External link]

	Magnolia Springs, Alabama[image: External link]

	Institute Catholique[image: External link]

	7th Ward of New Orleans[image: External link]

	Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ According to anthropologist Samuel G. Armistead[image: External link], even in New Iberia[image: External link] and Baton Rouge[image: External link], where the Creole people are a mix of French and Spanish, they primarily speak French as a second language and their names and surnames are French-descended. In Saint Bernard Parish and Galveztown, some people are descendants of colonial Spanish settlers and a few elders still speak Spanish.[5]
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Acadians





Not to be confused with Akkadian Empire[image: External link].

For other uses, see Acadian (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Acadians ( French[image: External link]: Acadiens, IPA:  [akadjɛ̃][image: External link]) are the descendants of French colonists[image: External link] who settled[image: External link] in Acadia[image: External link] during the 17th and 18th centuries, some of whom are also Métis[image: External link].[a][4] The colony was located in what is now Eastern Canada[image: External link]'s Maritime provinces[image: External link] (Nova Scotia[image: External link], New Brunswick[image: External link], and Prince Edward Island[image: External link]), as well as part of Quebec[image: External link], and present-day Maine[image: External link] to the Kennebec River[image: External link]. Although today most of the Acadians and Québécois[image: External link] are French-speaking ( francophone[image: External link]) Canadians, Acadia was a distinctly separate colony of New France[image: External link]. It was geographically and administratively separate from the French colony of Canada[image: External link] (modern-day Quebec). As a result, the Acadians and Québécois developed two distinct histories and cultures.[5] They also developed a slightly different French language. France has one official language and to accomplish this they have an administration in charge of the language[image: External link]. Since the Acadians were separated from this council, their French language evolved independently, and Acadians retain several elements of 17th-century French that have been lost in France. The settlers whose descendants became Acadians came from many areas in France, but especially regions such as Île-de-France[image: External link], Normandy[image: External link], Brittany[image: External link], Poitou[image: External link] and Aquitaine[image: External link].[6] Acadian family names have come from many areas in France. For example, the Maillets are from Paris; the LeBlancs of Normandy; the surname Melanson is from Brittany[image: External link], and those with the surnames Bastarache and Basque came from Aquitaine[image: External link].

The Acadians lived for almost 80 years in Acadia, prior to the British Conquest of Acadia[image: External link] in 1710. After the conquest, they refused to sign an unconditional oath for the next forty-five years. During the French and Indian War[image: External link] (the North American theatre of the Seven Years' War[image: External link]), British colonial officers suspected and later confirmed their allegiance after finding Acadians fighting alongside French troops after conquering Fort Beausejour. The British, together with New England legislators and militia, carried out the Great Expulsion[image: External link] of 1755–1764 during and after the war years. They deported approximately 11,500 Acadians from the maritime region. Approximately one-third perished from disease and drowning.[7] Although one historian compared this event to contemporary ethnic cleansing[image: External link], other historians suggested that the event is comparable with other deportations[image: External link] in history.[8]

Many Acadians migrated to present day Louisiana[image: External link] state (known then as Spanish colonial Luisiana[image: External link]), where they developed what became known as Cajun[image: External link] culture.[9] Others were transported to France.[10][11] Some of those were settled secondarily to Louisiana by Henri Peyroux de la Coudreniere[image: External link]. Later on, many Acadians returned to the Maritime provinces of Canada, most specifically New Brunswick. Most who returned ended up in New Brunswick because they were barred by the British from resettling their lands and villages in the land that became Nova Scotia[image: External link]. Before the US Revolutionary War, the Crown settled New England Planters[image: External link] in former Acadian communities and farmland as well as, after the war, Loyalists (including nearly 3,000 Black Loyalists[image: External link], who were freed slaves). British policy was to assimilate Acadians with the local populations where they resettled.[7]

Acadians speak a dialect of French called Acadian French[image: External link]. Many of those in the Moncton[image: External link] area speak Chiac[image: External link] and English. The Louisiana Cajun[image: External link] descendants speak a dialect of American English[image: External link] called Cajun English[image: External link], with several also speaking Cajun French[image: External link], a close relative of the original dialect from Canada influenced by Spanish[image: External link] and West African[image: External link] languages.
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 Pre-deportation history




Main articles: History of the Acadians[image: External link] and Military history of the Acadians[image: External link]


During the seventeenth century,[ when?[image: External link]] about sixty French families were established in Acadia[image: External link]. They developed friendly relations with the Wabanaki Confederacy[image: External link] (particularly the Mi'kmaq[image: External link]), learning their hunting and fishing techniques. The Acadians lived mainly in the coastal regions of the Bay of Fundy; farming land reclaimed from the sea through diking. Living in a contested borderland region between French Quebec and British territories, the Acadians often became entangled in the conflict between the powers. Over a period of seventy-four years, six wars took place in Acadia and Nova Scotia in which the Confederacy and some Acadians fought to keep the British from taking over the region (See the four French and Indian Wars[image: External link] as well as Father Rale's War[image: External link] and Father Le Loutre's War[image: External link]).

While France lost political control of Acadia in 1713, the Mí'kmaq did not concede land to the British. Along with some Acadians, the Mi'kmaq from time to time used military force to resist the British. This was particularly evident in the early 1720s during Dummer's War[image: External link] but hostilities were brought to a close by a treaty signed in 1726.

The British Conquest of Acadia happened in 1710. Over the next forty-five years the Acadians refused to sign an unconditional oath of allegiance to Britain. Many were influenced by Father Jean-Louis Le Loutre[image: External link], who from his arrival in 1738 until his capture in 1755 preached against the 'English devils'.[12] During this time period Acadians participated in various militia operations against the British and maintained vital supply lines to the French Fortress of Louisbourg[image: External link] and Fort Beausejour[image: External link].[13] During the French and Indian War, the British sought to neutralize any military threat Acadians posed and to interrupt the vital supply lines Acadians provided to Louisbourg by deporting Acadians from Acadia.[14][15]

With the founding of Halifax in 1749 the Mi'kmaq resisted British (Protestant) settlements by making numerous raids on Halifax[image: External link], Dartmouth[image: External link], Lawrencetown[image: External link] and Lunenburg[image: External link]. During the French and Indian War, the Mi'kmaq assisted the Acadians in resisting the British during the Expulsion of the Acadians[image: External link].[16]

Many Acadians might have signed an unconditional oath to the British monarchy had the circumstances been better, while other Acadians did not sign because they were clearly anti-British.[17] For the Acadians who might have signed an unconditional oath, there were numerous reasons why they did not. The difficulty was partly religious, in that the British monarch was the head of the (Protestant) Church of England. Another significant issue was that an oath might commit male Acadians to fight against France during wartime. A related concern was whether their Mi'kmaq neighbours might perceive this as acknowledging the British claim to Acadia rather than the Mi'kmaq. As a result, signing an unconditional oath might have put Acadian villages in dangers of attack from Mi'kmaq.[18]
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 Deportation




In the Great Expulsion (le Grand Dérangement), after the Battle of Fort Beauséjour[image: External link] beginning in August 1755 under Lieutenant Governor Lawrence[image: External link], approximately 11,500 Acadians (three-quarters of the Acadian population in Nova Scotia) were expelled, their lands and property confiscated, and in some cases their homes burned. The Acadians were deported throughout the British eastern seaboard colonies from New England to Georgia. Although measures were taken during the embarkation of the Acadians to the transport ship, some families became split up. After 1758, thousands were transported to France. Most of the Acadians who went to Louisiana were transported there from France on five Spanish ships provided by the Spanish Crown to populate their Louisiana colony and provide farmers to supply New Orleans. The Spanish had hired agents to seek out the dispossessed Acadians in Brittany and the effort was kept secret so as not to anger the French King. These new arrivals from France joined the earlier wave expelled from Acadia, creating the Cajun population and culture.

The Spanish forced the Acadians they had transported to settle along the Mississippi River, to block British expansion, rather than Western Louisiana where many of them had family and friends and where it was much easier to farm. Rebels among them marched to New Orleans and ousted the Spanish governor. The Spanish later sent infantry from other colonies to put down the rebellion and execute the leaders. After the rebellion in December 1769 the Spanish Governor O'Reilly permitted the Acadians who had settled across the river from Natchez to resettle on the Iberville or Amite river closer to New Orleans.[19]

A second and smaller expulsion occurred when the British took control of the North Shore of what is now New Brunswick. After the fall of Quebec the British lost interest and many Acadians returned to British North America[image: External link], settling in coastal villages not occupied by American colonists. A few of these had evaded the British for several years but the brutal winter weather eventually forced them to surrender. Some returnees settled in the region of Fort Sainte-Anne, now Fredericton[image: External link], but were later displaced by the arrival of the United Empire Loyalists[image: External link] after the American Revolution[image: External link].

In 2003, at the request of Acadian representatives, Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada[image: External link] issued a Royal Proclamation[image: External link] acknowledging the deportation and establishing July 28 as an annual day of commemoration, beginning in 2005. The day is called the "Great Upheaval[image: External link]" on some English-language calendars.
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 Geography




The Acadians today live predominately in the Canadian Maritime provinces, as well as parts of Quebec, Louisiana and Maine. In New Brunswick, Acadians inhabit the northern and eastern shores of New Brunswick, from Miscou Island[image: External link] ( French[image: External link]: Île Miscou) Île Lamèque[image: External link] including Caraquet in the center, all the way to Neguac in the southern part, Grande-Anse in the eastern part and Campbellton[image: External link] through to Saint-Quentin[image: External link] in the northern part. Other groups of Acadians can be found in the Magdalen Islands[image: External link] and throughout other parts of Quebec. Many Acadians still live in and around the area of Madawaska, Maine[image: External link] where the Acadians first landed and settled in what is now known as the St. John Valley. There are also Acadians in Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia such as Chéticamp[image: External link], Isle Madame[image: External link], and Clare[image: External link]. East and West Pubnico[image: External link], located at the end of the province, are the oldest regions still Acadian.

The Acadians settled on the land before the deportation and returned to some of the same exact land after the deportation. Still others can be found in the southern and western regions of New Brunswick, Western Newfoundland and in New England. Many of these latter communities have faced varying degrees of assimilation. For many families in predominantly Anglophone[image: External link] communities, French-language attrition[image: External link] has occurred, particularly in younger generations.

The Acadians who settled in Louisiana[image: External link] after 1764, known as Cajuns, have had a dominant cultural influence in many parishes[image: External link], particularly in the southwestern area of the state known as Acadiana[image: External link].
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 Culture




Today Acadians are a vibrant minority, particularly in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Louisiana (Cajuns), and northern Maine. Since 1994, Le Congrès Mondial Acadien[image: External link] has united Acadians of the Maritimes, New England, and Louisiana.

August 15, the feast of the Assumption[image: External link], was adopted as the national feast day[image: External link] of the Acadians at the First Acadian National Convention, held in Memramcook[image: External link], New Brunswick in 1881. On that day, the Acadians celebrate by having the tintamarre[image: External link] which consists mainly of a big parade where people can dress up with the colours of Acadia and make a lot of noise.

The national anthem[image: External link] of the Acadians is "Ave, maris stella[image: External link]", adopted at Miscouche[image: External link], Prince Edward Island in 1884. The anthem was revised at the 1992 meeting of the Société Nationale de l'Acadie, where the second, third and fourth verses were changed to French, with the first and last kept in the original Latin.

The Federation des Associations de Familles Acadiennes of New Brunswick and the Société Saint-Thomas d'Aquin of Prince Edward Island has resolved that December 13 each year shall be commemorated as "Acadian Remembrance Day" to commemorate the sinking of the Duke William[image: External link] and the nearly 2000 Acadians deported from Ile-Saint Jean who perished in the North Atlantic from hunger, disease and drowning in 1758.[20] The event has been commemorated annually since 2004 and participants mark the event by wearing a black star.

Today, there are cartoons featuring Acadian characters and an Acadian show named Acadieman[image: External link].
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 Artistic commemorations of The Expulsion




In 1847, American writer Henry Wadsworth Longfellow[image: External link] published Evangeline[image: External link], an epic poem loosely based on the events surrounding the 1755 deportation. The poem became an American classic, and contributed to a rebirth of Acadian identity in both Maritime Canada and in Louisiana.

In the early 20th century, two statues were made of Evangeline, one in St. Martinville, Louisiana[image: External link] and the other in Grand-Pré, Nova Scotia[image: External link], which both commemorate the Expulsion. Robbie Robertson[image: External link] wrote a popular song based on the Acadian Expulsion titled Acadian Driftwood[image: External link], which appeared on The Band[image: External link]'s 1975 album, Northern Lights – Southern Cross[image: External link].

Antonine Maillet[image: External link]'s Pélagie-la-charette concerns the return voyage to Acadia of several deported families starting 15 years after the Great Expulsion.

The Acadian Memorial (Monument Acadien)[21] honors those 3,000 who settled in Louisiana.

Throughout the Canadian Maritime Provinces there are Acadian Monuments to the Expulsion, such as the one at Georges Island (Nova Scotia)[image: External link] and Beaubears Island[image: External link].
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 Flags




The flag of the Acadians[image: External link] is the French[image: External link] tricolour[image: External link] with a golden star in the blue field (see above), which symbolizes the Saint Mary[image: External link], Our Lady of the Assumption, patron saint[image: External link] of the Acadians and the "Star of the Sea[image: External link]". This flag was adopted in 1884 at the Second Acadian National Convention, held in Miscouche, Prince Edward Island[image: External link].

Acadians in the diaspora have adopted other symbols. The flag of Acadians in Louisiana, known as Cajuns, was designed by Thomas J. Arceneaux of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette[image: External link], and adopted by the Louisiana legislature as the official emblem of the Acadiana region in 1974.[22]

A group of New England Acadians attending Le Congrès Mondial Acadien in Nova Scotia in 2004, endorsed a design for a New England Acadian flag[23] by William Cork, and are advocating for its wider acceptance.
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 Prominent Acadians




Notable Acadians in the 18th century include Noel Doiron[image: External link] (1684–1758). Noel was one of more than 350 Acadians that perished on the Duke William on December 13, 1758.[24] Noel was described by the Captain of the Duke William as the "father of the whole island", a reference to Noel's place of prominence among the Acadian residents of Isle St. Jean (Prince Edward Island).[25] For his "noble resignation" and self-sacrifice aboard the Duke William, Noel was celebrated in popular print throughout the 19th century in England and America.[26][27][28] Noel also is the namesake of the village Noel, Nova Scotia[image: External link].

Another prominent Acadian from the 18th century was militia leader Joseph Broussard who joined French priest Jean-Louis Le Loutre[image: External link] in resisting the British occupation of Acadia.

More recent notable Acadians include singers Angèle Arsenault[image: External link] and Edith Butler[image: External link], singer Jean-François Breau[image: External link], writer Antonine Maillet; film director Phil Comeau[image: External link]; singer-songwriter Julie Doiron[image: External link]; artist Phoebe Legere[image: External link], boxers Yvon Durelle[image: External link] and Jacques LeBlanc[image: External link]; pitcher Rheal Cormier[image: External link]; former Governor General[image: External link] Roméo LeBlanc[image: External link]; former premier of Prince Edward Island Aubin-Edmond Arsenault[image: External link], the first Acadian premier of any province and the first Acadian appointed to a provincial supreme court; Aubin-Edmond Arsenault's father, Joseph-Octave Arsenault[image: External link], the first Acadian appointed to the Canadian Senate from Prince Edward Island; Peter John Veniot[image: External link], first Acadian Premier of New Brunswick; and former New Brunswick premier Louis Robichaud[image: External link], who was responsible for modernizing education and the government of New Brunswick in the mid-20th century.
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Joseph Broussard





Joseph Broussard (1702–1765), also known as Beausoleil (English: Beautiful Sun), was a leader of the Acadian people in Acadia[image: External link]; later Nova Scotia[image: External link], Prince Edward Island[image: External link], and New Brunswick[image: External link]. Broussard organized a Mi'kmaq[image: External link] and Acadian militias[image: External link] against the British through King George's War[image: External link], Father Le Loutre's War[image: External link] and during the French and Indian War[image: External link]. After the loss of Acadia to the British, he eventually led the first group of Acadians to southern Louisiana in present-day United States[image: External link]. His name is sometimes presented as Joseph Gaurhept Broussard; this is likely the result of a transcription error.[2] Broussard is widely regarded as a hero and an important historical figure by both Acadians and Cajuns.
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 Life




Broussard was born in Port-Royal, Nova Scotia[image: External link], in 1702. He lived much of his life at Le Cran (present-day Stoney Creek[image: External link], Albert County, New Brunswick[image: External link]), along the Petitcodiac River[image: External link] with his wife Agnes and their eleven children.

During Father Rale's War[image: External link], Broussard participated in a raid on Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia[image: External link] (1724).[3]
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 King George's War




During King George's War[image: External link], under the leadership of French priest Jean-Louis Le Loutre[image: External link], Broussard began actively resisting the British occupation of Acadia. Broussard's forces often included Mi'kmaq[image: External link] allies in their resistance against the British. In 1747 he participated in and was later charged for his involvement with the Battle of Grand Pré[image: External link]. (see History of the Acadians[image: External link])[1]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Father Le Loutre's War




During Father Le Loutre's War[image: External link], after the construction of Fort Beausejour[image: External link] in 1751, Broussard joined Jean-Louis Le Loutre[image: External link] at Beausejour. In an effort to stop the British movement into Acadia, in 1749 Broussard was involved in one of the first raids on Dartmouth, Nova Scotia[image: External link] which resulted in the deaths of five British settlers.[4] The following year, Broussard was in the Battle at Chignecto[image: External link] and then shortly afterward he led sixty Mi'kmaq and Acadians to attack Dartmouth again, in what would be known as the "Dartmouth Massacre"[image: External link] (1751). Broussard and the others killed twenty British civilians and took more prisoners.[5] Cornwallis temporarily abandoned plans to settle Dartmouth.[6]

In late April 1754, Beausoleil and a large band of Mi'kmaq and Acadians left Chignecto for Lawrencetown. They arrived in mid-May and in the night opened fired on the village. Beausoleil killed and scalped four British settlers and two soldiers. By August, as the raids continued, the residents and soldiers were withdrawn to Halifax.[7]

In the Action of 8 June 1755[image: External link], a naval battle off Cape Race[image: External link], Newfoundland, on board the French ships Alcide and Lys were found 10,000 scalping knives for Acadians and Indians serving under Chief Jean-Baptiste Cope[image: External link] and Acadian Beausoleil as they continue to fight Father Le Loutre's War.[8]

Broussard was also active in the fight against Lieutenant Colonel Robert Monckton[image: External link] in the Battle of Beausejour[image: External link].[9]
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 French and Indian War




With Le Loutre imprisoned after the Battle of Beausejour[image: External link], Broussard became the leader of an armed resistance during the expulsion of the Acadians[image: External link] (1755–1764), leading assaults against the British on several occasions between 1755 and 1758 as part of the forces of Charles Deschamps de Boishébert et de Raffetot[image: External link].[1] After arming a ship in 1758, Broussard traveled through the upper Bay of Fundy[image: External link] region, where he attacked the British. His ship was seized in November 1758. He was then forced to flee, travelling first to the Miramichi[image: External link] and later imprisoned at Fort Edward[image: External link] in 1762. Finally, he was transferred and imprisoned with other Acadians in Halifax, Nova Scotia[image: External link].
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 Arrival at Louisiana




Released in 1764, Broussard was deported by the British, along with his family and several other Acadians, to Saint-Domingue[image: External link] (present-day Haiti).[10] Unable to adapt to the climate, he led the group to settle in Louisiana[image: External link].[11]

He was among the first 200 Acadians to arrive in Louisiana on February 27, 1765, aboard the Santo Domingo.[12] On April 8, 1765, he was appointed militia captain and commander of the "Acadians of the Atakapas[image: External link]" in St. Martinville, La.[1] Not long after his arrival, Joseph Broussard died in St. Martinville[image: External link] at the presumed age of 63. The exact date of his death is unknown, but it is assumed to have been on or about October 20, 1765. Many of his descendants live in southern Louisiana and Nova Scotia.
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 Descendancy




Broussard's 21st-century descendants include Célestine "Tina" Knowles ( née[image: External link] Beyincé), her two daughters Beyoncé[image: External link] and Solange, and also her two grandchildren Daniel and Blue.[13]
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 Modern cultural references




The Cajun music[image: External link] group BeauSoleil[image: External link] is named after him.

He is a character in the novel Banished from Our Home: The Acadian Diary of Angelique Richard, Grand-Pre, Acadia, 1755 (2004) by Sharon Stewart.

A dramatized, historically inaccurate version of Beausoleil is featured in the Acadian novel Pélagie-la-Charette, by Antonine Maillet.
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	Military history of Nova Scotia[image: External link]

	Military history of the Acadians[image: External link]
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John Lennon





This article is about the Beatles musician. For other uses, see John Lennon (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Lennon" redirects here. For other uses, see Lennon (disambiguation)[image: External link].

John Winston Ono Lennon, MBE[image: External link] (born John Winston Lennon; 9 October 1940 – 8 December 1980) was an English singer and songwriter who co-founded the Beatles[image: External link], the most commercially successful and musically influential band in the history of popular music. He and fellow member Paul McCartney[image: External link] formed a much-celebrated songwriting partnership[image: External link].

Born and raised in Liverpool[image: External link], Lennon became involved in the skiffle craze[image: External link] as a teenager; his first band, the Quarrymen[image: External link], first became the Silver Beatles, and finally, evolved into the Beatles in 1960. When the group disbanded[image: External link] in 1970, Lennon embarked on a sporadic solo career that produced albums including John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band[image: External link] and Imagine[image: External link], and songs such as "Give Peace a Chance[image: External link]", "Working Class Hero[image: External link]", and "Imagine". After his marriage to Yoko Ono[image: External link] in 1969, he added "Ono" as one of his middle names. Lennon disengaged himself from the music business in 1975 to raise his infant son Sean[image: External link], but re-emerged with Ono in 1980 with the new album Double Fantasy[image: External link]. He was murdered[image: External link] three weeks after its release.

Lennon revealed a rebellious nature and acerbic wit in his music, writing, drawings, on film and in interviews. Controversial through his political and peace activism[image: External link], he moved to Manhattan[image: External link] in 1971, where his criticism of the Vietnam War[image: External link] resulted in a lengthy attempt by Richard Nixon[image: External link]'s administration to deport him, while some of his songs were adopted as anthems by the anti-war movement[image: External link] and the larger counterculture[image: External link].

By 2012, Lennon's solo album sales in the United States exceeded 14 million and, as writer, co-writer, or performer, he is responsible for 25 number-one singles on the US Hot 100 chart. In 2002, a BBC poll on the 100 Greatest Britons[image: External link] voted him eighth and, in 2008, Rolling Stone ranked him the fifth-greatest singer of all time. He was posthumously inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1987, and into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame twice, in 1988 as a member of the Beatles and in 1994 as a solo artist.[1]
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 Biography
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 1940–1957: Early years




Lennon was born in war-time England, on 9 October 1940 at Liverpool Maternity Hospital, to Julia[image: External link] (née Stanley; 1914-1958) and Alfred Lennon[image: External link] (1912-1976), a merchant seaman[image: External link] of Irish descent, who was away at the time of his son's birth.[2] His parents named him John Winston Lennon after his paternal grandfather, John "Jack" Lennon, and then-Prime Minister Winston Churchill[image: External link].[3] His father was often away from home but sent regular pay cheques to 9 Newcastle Road, Liverpool, where Lennon lived with his mother;[4] the cheques stopped when he went absent without leave[image: External link] in February 1944.[5][6] When he eventually came home six months later, he offered to look after the family, but Julia—by then pregnant with another man's child—rejected the idea.[7] After her sister, Mimi Smith[image: External link], twice complained to Liverpool's Social Services, Julia handed the care of Lennon over to her. In July 1946 Lennon's father visited Smith and took his son to Blackpool, secretly intending to emigrate to New Zealand with him.[8] Julia followed them—with her partner at the time, 'Bobby' Dykins—and after a heated argument his father forced the five-year-old to choose between them. Lennon twice chose his father, but as his mother walked away, he began to cry and followed her,[9] although this has been disputed. According to author Mark Lewisohn, Lennon's parents agreed that Julia should take him and give him a home as Alf left again. A witness who was there that day, Billy Hall, has said the dramatic scene often portrayed with a young John Lennon having to make a decision between his parents never happened.[10][citation not found[image: External link]] It would be 20 years before he had contact with his father again.[11]

Throughout the rest of his childhood and adolescence he lived at Mendips, 251 Menlove Avenue[image: External link], Woolton[image: External link] with his aunt and uncle, Mimi and George Smith[image: External link], who had no children of their own.[12] His aunt purchased volumes of short stories for him, and his uncle, a dairyman at his family's farm, bought him a mouth organ and engaged him in solving crossword[image: External link] puzzles.[13] Julia visited Mendips on a regular basis, and when John was 11 years old he often visited her at 1 Blomfield Road, Liverpool, where she played him Elvis Presley[image: External link] records, taught him the banjo, and showed him how to play "Ain't That a Shame[image: External link]" by Fats Domino[image: External link].[14] In September 1980, Lennon commented about his family and his rebellious nature:


Part of me would like to be accepted by all facets of society and not be this loudmouthed lunatic poet/musician. But I cannot be what I am not ... I was the one who all the other boys' parents—including Paul's father—would say, 'Keep away from him'... The parents instinctively recognised I was a troublemaker, meaning I did not conform and I would influence their children, which I did. I did my best to disrupt every friend's home ... Partly out of envy that I didn't have this so-called home ... but I did... There were five women that were my family. Five strong, intelligent, beautiful women, five sisters. One happened to be my mother. [She] just couldn't deal with life. She was the youngest and she had a husband who ran away to sea and the war was on and she couldn't cope with me, and I ended up living with her elder sister. Now those women were fantastic ... And that was my first feminist education ... I would infiltrate the other boys minds. I could say, "Parents are not gods because I don't live with mine and, therefore, I know.'[15]



He regularly visited his cousin, Stanley Parkes, who lived in Fleetwood[image: External link]. Parkes was seven years Lennon's senior and took him on trips to local cinemas.[16] During the school holidays, Parkes often visited Lennon with Leila Harvey, another cousin, often travelling to Blackpool two or three times a week to watch shows. They would visit the Blackpool Tower Circus[image: External link] and see artists such as Dickie Valentine[image: External link], Arthur Askey[image: External link], Max Bygraves[image: External link] and Joe Loss[image: External link], with Parkes recalling that Lennon particularly liked George Formby[image: External link].[17] After Parkes's family moved to Scotland, the three cousins often spent their school holidays together there. Parkes recalled, "John, cousin Leila and I were very close. From Edinburgh we would drive up to the family croft at Durness[image: External link], which was from about the time John was nine years old until he was about 16."[18] He was 14 years old when his uncle George died of a liver haemorrhage on 5 June 1955 at age 52.[19]

Lennon was raised as an Anglican[image: External link] and attended Dovedale Primary School[image: External link].[20] After passing his eleven-plus[image: External link] exam, he attended Quarry Bank High School[image: External link] in Liverpool from September 1952 to 1957, and was described by Harvey at the time as, "A happy-go-lucky, good-humoured, easy going, lively lad."[21] He often drew comical cartoons that appeared in his own self-made school magazine called The Daily Howl,[22] but despite his artistic talent, his school reports were damning: "Certainly on the road to failure ... hopeless ... rather a clown in class ... wasting other pupils' time."[23]

In 2005, the National Postal Museum[image: External link] in the United States acquired a stamp collection that Lennon had assembled as a boy.[24]

In 1956, his mother bought him his first guitar, an inexpensive Gallotone Champion[image: External link] acoustic for which she "lent" her son five pounds and ten shillings on the condition that the guitar be delivered to her own house, and not Mimi's, knowing well that her sister was not supportive of her son's musical aspirations.[25] As Mimi was sceptical of his claim that he would be famous one day, she hoped he would grow bored with music, often telling him, "The guitar's all very well, John, but you'll never make a living out of it".[26] On 15 July 1958, when Lennon was 17 years old, his mother, walking home after visiting the Smiths' house, was struck by a car and killed.[27]

Lennon failed all his GCE[image: External link] O-level examinations, and was accepted into the Liverpool College of Art[image: External link] only after his aunt and headmaster intervened.[28] Once at the college, he started wearing Teddy Boy[image: External link] clothes and acquired a reputation for disrupting classes and ridiculing teachers. As a result, he was excluded from the painting class, then the graphic arts course, and was threatened with expulsion for his behaviour, which included sitting on a nude model's lap during a life drawing[image: External link] class.[29] He failed an annual exam, despite help from fellow student and future wife Cynthia Powell[image: External link], and was "thrown out of the college before his final year".[30]
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 1957–1970: The Quarrymen to the Beatles




Further information: The Quarrymen[image: External link], Lennon–McCartney[image: External link], Brian Epstein[image: External link], The Beatles[image: External link], Beatlemania[image: External link], British Invasion[image: External link], and More popular than Jesus[image: External link]
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 1957–1966: Formation, commercial break-out and touring years




At age 15, Lennon formed the skiffle group[image: External link], the Quarrymen. Named after Quarry Bank High School, the group was established by him in September 1956.[31] By the summer of 1957, the Quarrymen played a "spirited set of songs" made up of half skiffle and half rock and roll[image: External link].[32] Lennon first met Paul McCartney at the Quarrymen's second performance, which was held in Woolton on 6 July at the St. Peter's Church garden fête. Lennon then asked McCartney to join the band.[33]

McCartney said that Aunt Mimi "was very aware that John's friends were lower class", and would often patronise him when he arrived to visit Lennon.[34] According to Paul's brother Mike, McCartney's father was also disapproving, declaring that Lennon would get his son "into trouble",[35] although he later allowed the fledgling band to rehearse in the McCartneys' front room at 20 Forthlin Road[image: External link].[36][37] During this time, 18-year-old Lennon wrote his first song, "Hello Little Girl[image: External link]", a UK top 10 hit for The Fourmost[image: External link] nearly five years later.[38]

McCartney recommended his friend George Harrison[image: External link] as the lead guitarist.[39] Lennon thought that Harrison—then 14 years old—was too young. McCartney engineered an audition on the upper deck of a Liverpool bus, where Harrison played " Raunchy[image: External link]" for Lennon and was asked to join.[40] Stuart Sutcliffe[image: External link], Lennon's friend from art school, later joined as bassist.[41] Lennon, McCartney, Harrison and Sutcliffe became "The Beatles" in early 1960. In August that year, the Beatles engaged for a 48-night residency in Hamburg[image: External link], Germany, and desperately in need of a drummer, asked Pete Best[image: External link] to join them.[42] Lennon was now 19, and his aunt, horrified when he told her about the trip, pleaded with him to continue his art studies instead.[43] After the first Hamburg residency, the band accepted another in April 1961, and a third in April 1962. Like the other band members, Lennon was introduced to Preludin[image: External link] while in Hamburg,[44] and regularly took the drug, as well as amphetamines[image: External link], as a stimulant during their long, overnight performances.[45]

Brian Epstein[image: External link], the Beatles' manager from 1962 until his untimely death in 1967, had no prior experience of artist management, but had a strong influence on their early dress code and attitude on stage.[46] Lennon initially resisted his attempts to encourage the band to present a professional appearance, but eventually complied, saying, "I'll wear a bloody balloon if somebody's going to pay me".[47] McCartney took over on bass after Sutcliffe decided to stay in Hamburg, and drummer Ringo Starr[image: External link] replaced Best, completing the four-piece line-up that would endure until the group's break-up in 1970. The band's first single, "Love Me Do[image: External link]", was released in October 1962 and reached No. 17 on the British charts. They recorded their debut album, Please Please Me[image: External link], in under 10 hours on 11 February 1963,[48] a day when Lennon was suffering the effects of a cold,[49] which is evident in the vocal on the last song to be recorded that day, "Twist and Shout[image: External link]".[50] The Lennon–McCartney songwriting partnership yielded eight of its fourteen tracks. With few exceptions—one being the album title itself—Lennon had yet to bring his love of wordplay to bear on his song lyrics, saying: "We were just writing songs ... pop songs with no more thought of them than that—to create a sound. And the words were almost irrelevant".[48] In a 1987 interview, McCartney said that the other Beatles idolised John: "He was like our own little Elvis ... We all looked up to John. He was older and he was very much the leader; he was the quickest wit and the smartest."[51]

The Beatles achieved mainstream success in the UK during the beginning of 1963. Lennon was on tour when his first son, Julian[image: External link], was born in April. During their Royal Variety Show[image: External link] performance that was attended by the Queen Mother and other British royalty, Lennon poked fun at his audience: "For our next song, I'd like to ask for your help. For the people in the cheaper seats, clap your hands ... and the rest of you, if you'll just rattle your jewellery."[52] After a year of Beatlemania in the UK[image: External link], the group's historic February 1964 US debut appearance on The Ed Sullivan Show[image: External link] marked their breakthrough to international stardom. A two-year period of constant touring, moviemaking, and songwriting followed, during which Lennon wrote two books, In His Own Write[image: External link] and A Spaniard in the Works[image: External link].[53] The Beatles received recognition from the British Establishment when they were appointed Members of the Order of the British Empire[image: External link] (MBE) in the 1965 Queen's Birthday Honours[image: External link].[54]

Lennon grew concerned that fans attending Beatles concerts were unable to hear the music above the screaming of fans, and that the band's musicianship was beginning to suffer as a result.[55] Lennon's " Help![image: External link]" expressed his own feelings in 1965: "I meant it ... It was me singing 'help'".[56] He had put on weight (he would later refer to this as his "Fat Elvis" period),[57] and felt he was subconsciously seeking change.[58] In March that year he was unknowingly introduced to LSD[image: External link] when a dentist, hosting a dinner party attended by Lennon, Harrison and their wives, spiked the guests' coffee with the drug.[59] When they wanted to leave, their host revealed what they had taken, and strongly advised them not to leave the house because of the likely effects. Later, in an elevator at a nightclub, they all believed it was on fire: "We were all screaming ... hot and hysterical."[60] In March 1966, during an interview with Evening Standard reporter Maureen Cleave[image: External link], Lennon remarked, "Christianity will go. It will vanish and shrink ... We're more popular than Jesus now—I don't know which will go first, rock and roll or Christianity."[61] The comment went virtually unnoticed in England but caused great offence in the US[image: External link] when quoted by a magazine there five months later. The furore that followed—burning of Beatles records, Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] activity and threats against Lennon—contributed to the band's decision to stop touring.[62]
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 1967–1970: Studio years, break-up and solo work




Deprived of the routine of live performances after their final commercial concert on 29 August 1966, Lennon felt lost and considered leaving the band.[63] Since his involuntary introduction to LSD, he had made increasing use of the drug, and was almost constantly under its influence for much of 1967.[64] According to biographer Ian MacDonald, Lennon's continuous experience with LSD during the year brought him "close to erasing his identity[image: External link]".[65] 1967 saw the release of "Strawberry Fields Forever[image: External link]", hailed by Time magazine for its "astonishing inventiveness",[66] and the group's landmark album Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band[image: External link], which revealed Lennon's lyrics contrasting strongly with the simple love songs of the Lennon–McCartney's early years.

After having been introduced to the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi[image: External link], the group attended an August weekend of personal instruction at his Transcendental Meditation[image: External link] seminar in Bangor, Wales,[67] and were informed of Epstein's death during the seminar. "I knew we were in trouble then", Lennon said later. "I didn't have any misconceptions about our ability to do anything other than play music, and I was scared".[68] Led primarily by Harrison and Lennon's interest in Eastern religion, the Beatles later travelled to Maharishi's ashram[image: External link] in India for further guidance.[69] While there, they composed most of the songs for The Beatles[image: External link] and Abbey Road[image: External link].[70]

The anti-war, black comedy How I Won the War[image: External link], featuring Lennon's only appearance in a non–Beatles full-length film, was shown in cinemas in October 1967.[71] McCartney organised the group's first post-Epstein project,[72] the self-written, -produced and -directed television film Magical Mystery Tour[image: External link], released in December that year. While the film itself proved to be their first critical flop, its soundtrack release[image: External link], featuring Lennon's acclaimed, Lewis Carroll[image: External link]-inspired "I Am the Walrus[image: External link]", was a success.[73][74] With Epstein gone, the band members became increasingly involved in business activities, and in February 1968 they formed Apple Corps[image: External link], a multimedia corporation composed of Apple Records[image: External link] and several other subsidiary companies. Lennon described the venture as an attempt to achieve, "artistic freedom within a business structure",[75] but his increased drug experimentation and growing preoccupation with Yoko Ono[image: External link], and McCartney's own marriage plans, left Apple in need of professional management. Lennon asked Lord Beeching[image: External link] to take on the role, but he declined, advising Lennon to go back to making records. Lennon approached Allen Klein[image: External link], who had managed The Rolling Stones[image: External link] and other bands during the British Invasion[image: External link]. Klein was appointed as Apple's chief executive by Lennon, Harrison and Starr,[76] but McCartney never signed the management contract.[77]

At the end of 1968, Lennon was featured in the film The Rolling Stones Rock and Roll Circus[image: External link] (not released until 1996) in the role of a Dirty Mac[image: External link] band member. The supergroup[image: External link], composed of Lennon, Eric Clapton[image: External link], Keith Richards[image: External link] and Mitch Mitchell[image: External link], also backed a vocal performance by Ono in the film.[79] Lennon and Ono were married on 20 March 1969, and soon released a series of 14 lithographs[image: External link] called "Bag One" depicting scenes from their honeymoon,[80] eight of which were deemed indecent and most of which were banned and confiscated.[81] Lennon's creative focus continued to move beyond the Beatles and between 1968 and 1969 he and Ono recorded three albums of experimental music together: Unfinished Music No.1: Two Virgins[image: External link][82] (known more for its cover than for its music), Unfinished Music No.2: Life with the Lions[image: External link] and Wedding Album[image: External link]. In 1969, they formed the Plastic Ono Band[image: External link], releasing Live Peace in Toronto 1969[image: External link]. Between 1969 and 1970, Lennon released the singles "Give Peace a Chance" (widely adopted as an anti-Vietnam-War anthem in 1969),[83] "Cold Turkey[image: External link]" (documenting his withdrawal symptoms after he became addicted to heroin[84]) and "Instant Karma![image: External link]" In protest at Britain's involvement in "the Nigeria-Biafra thing"[85] (the Nigerian Civil War[image: External link]),[86] its support of America in the Vietnam war[image: External link] and (perhaps jokingly) against "Cold Turkey" slipping down the charts,[87] Lennon returned his MBE[image: External link] medal to the Queen, though this had no effect on his MBE status, which could not be renounced.[88]

Lennon left the Beatles in September 1969,[89] and agreed not to inform the media while the group renegotiated their recording contract, but he was outraged that McCartney publicised his own departure on releasing his debut solo album[image: External link] in April 1970. Lennon's reaction was, "Jesus Christ! He gets all the credit for it!"[90] He later wrote, "I started the band. I disbanded it. It's as simple as that."[91] In later interviews with Rolling Stone magazine, he revealed his bitterness towards McCartney, saying, "I was a fool not to do what Paul did, which was use it to sell a record."[92] Lennon also spoke of the hostility he perceived the other members had towards Ono, and of how he, Harrison, and Starr "got fed up with being sidemen for Paul ... After Brian Epstein died we collapsed. Paul took over and supposedly led us. But what is leading us when we went round in circles?"[93]
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In 1970, Lennon and Ono went through primal therapy[image: External link] with Arthur Janov[image: External link] in Los Angeles, California. Designed to release emotional pain from early childhood, the therapy entailed two half-days a week with Janov for four months; he had wanted to treat the couple for longer, but they felt no need to continue and returned to London.[94] Lennon's emotional debut solo album, John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band[image: External link] (1970), was received with high praise. Critic Greil Marcus[image: External link] remarked, "John's singing in the last verse of 'God' may be the finest in all of rock."[95] The album featured the songs " Mother[image: External link]", in which Lennon confronted his feelings of childhood rejection,[96] and the Dylanesque "Working Class Hero[image: External link]", a bitter attack against the bourgeois social system which, due to the lyric "you're still fucking peasants", fell foul of broadcasters.[97][98] The same year, Tariq Ali[image: External link]'s revolutionary political views, expressed when he interviewed Lennon, inspired the singer to write "Power to the People[image: External link]". Lennon also became involved with Ali during a protest against Oz magazine's[image: External link] prosecution for alleged obscenity. Lennon denounced the proceedings as "disgusting fascism", and he and Ono (as Elastic Oz Band) released the single "God Save Us/Do the Oz" and joined marches in support of the magazine.[99]

With Lennon's next album, Imagine (1971), critical response was more guarded. Rolling Stone reported that "it contains a substantial portion of good music" but warned of the possibility that "his posturings will soon seem not merely dull but irrelevant".[102] The album's title track would become an anthem for anti-war movements,[103] while another, "How Do You Sleep?[image: External link]", was a musical attack on McCartney in response to lyrics from Ram[image: External link] that Lennon felt, and McCartney later confirmed,[104] were directed at him and Ono. However, Lennon softened his stance in the mid-1970s and said he had written "How Do You Sleep?" about himself.[105] He said in 1980: "I used my resentment against Paul … to create a song … not a terrible vicious horrible vendetta […] I used my resentment and withdrawing from Paul and the Beatles, and the relationship with Paul, to write 'How Do You Sleep'. I don't really go 'round with those thoughts in my head all the time."[106]

Lennon and Ono moved to New York in August 1971, and released "Happy Xmas (War Is Over)[image: External link] in December".[107] The new year saw the Nixon administration[image: External link] take what it called a "strategic counter-measure" against Lennon's anti-war and anti-Nixon propaganda, embarking on what would be a four-year attempt to deport him. In 1972, Lennon and Ono attended a post-election wake held in the New York home of activist Jerry Rubin[image: External link] after McGovern[image: External link] lost to Nixon.[108][109] Embroiled in a continuing legal battle with the immigration authorities, Lennon was denied permanent residency in the US[image: External link] (which wouldn't be resolved until 1976).[110] Depressed, Lennon got intoxicated and had sex with a female guest, leaving Ono embarrassed. Her song "Death of Samantha" was inspired by the incident.[111]

Recorded as a collaboration with Ono and with backing from the New York band Elephant's Memory[image: External link], Some Time in New York City[image: External link] was released in 1972. Containing songs about women's rights, race relations, Britain's role in Northern Ireland and Lennon's problems obtaining a green card,[112] the album was poorly received—unlistenable, according to one critic.[113] "Woman Is the Nigger of the World[image: External link]", released as a US single from the album the same year, was televised on 11 May, on The Dick Cavett Show[image: External link]. Many radio stations refused to broadcast the song because of the word " nigger[image: External link]".[114] Lennon and Ono gave two benefit concerts with Elephant's Memory and guests in New York in aid of patients at the Willowbrook State School[image: External link] mental facility.[115] Staged at Madison Square Garden[image: External link] on 30 August 1972, they were his last full-length concert appearances.[116]
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While Lennon was recording Mind Games[image: External link] (1973), he and Ono decided to separate. The ensuing 18-month period apart, which he later called his "lost weekend[image: External link]",[117] was spent in Los Angeles and New York in the company of May Pang[image: External link]. Mind Games, credited to the "Plastic U.F.Ono Band", was released in November 1973. Lennon also contributed "I'm the Greatest[image: External link]" to Starr's album Ringo[image: External link] (1973), released the same month (an alternate take, from the same 1973 Ringo sessions, with Lennon providing a guide vocal, appears on John Lennon Anthology[image: External link]).

In early 1974, Lennon was drinking heavily and his alcohol-fuelled antics with Harry Nilsson[image: External link] made headlines. Two widely publicised incidents occurred at The Troubadour[image: External link] club in March, the first when Lennon placed a menstrual pad[image: External link] on his forehead and scuffled with a waitress, and the second, two weeks later, when Lennon and Nilsson were ejected from the same club after heckling the Smothers Brothers[image: External link].[118] Lennon decided to produce Nilsson's album Pussy Cats[image: External link], and Pang rented a Los Angeles beach house for all the musicians.[119] After a month of further debauchery, the recording sessions were in chaos, and Lennon returned to New York with Pang to finish work on the album. In April, Lennon had produced the Mick Jagger song "Too Many Cooks (Spoil the Soup)" which was, for contractual reasons, to remain unreleased for more than 30 years. Pang supplied the recording for its eventual inclusion on The Very Best of Mick Jagger[image: External link] (2007).[120]

Settled back in New York, Lennon recorded the album Walls and Bridges[image: External link]. Released in October 1974, it included "Whatever Gets You thru the Night[image: External link]", which featured Elton John[image: External link] on backing vocals and piano, and became Lennon's only single as a solo artist to top the US Billboard Hot 100 chart during his lifetime.[121]b A second single from the album, "#9 Dream[image: External link]", followed before the end of the year. Starr's Goodnight Vienna[image: External link] (1974) again saw assistance from Lennon, who wrote the title track and played piano.[122] On 28 November, Lennon made a surprise guest appearance at Elton John's Thanksgiving concert at Madison Square Garden[image: External link], in fulfilment of his promise to join the singer in a live show if "Whatever Gets You thru the Night"—a song whose commercial potential Lennon had doubted—reached number one. Lennon performed the song along with "Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds[image: External link]" and "I Saw Her Standing There[image: External link]", which he introduced as "a song by an old estranged fiancée of mine called Paul".[123]

Lennon co-wrote " Fame[image: External link]", David Bowie[image: External link]'s first US number one, and provided guitar and backing vocals for the January 1975 recording.[124] The same month, Elton John topped the charts with his cover of "Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds", featuring Lennon on guitar and back-up vocals (Lennon is credited on the single under the moniker of "Dr. Winston O'Boogie"). He and Ono were reunited shortly afterwards. Lennon released Rock 'n' Roll[image: External link] (1975), an album of cover songs, in February. "Stand by Me[image: External link]", taken from the album and a US and UK hit, became his last single for five years.[125] He made what would be his final stage appearance in the ATV[image: External link] special A Salute to Lew Grade[image: External link], recorded on 18 April and televised in June.[126] Playing acoustic guitar and backed by an eight-piece band, Lennon performed two songs from Rock 'n' Roll ("Stand by Me", which was not broadcast, and "Slippin' and Slidin'") followed by "Imagine".[126] The band, known as Etc., wore masks behind their heads, a dig by Lennon who thought Grade was two-faced.[127]
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Lennon's second son Sean[image: External link] was born on 9 October 1975, and he took on the role of househusband, beginning what would be a five-year hiatus from the music industry during which he gave all his attention to his family.[128] Within the month, he fulfilled his contractual obligation to EMI/Capitol for one more album by releasing Shaved Fish[image: External link], a compilation album of previously recorded tracks.[128] He devoted himself to Sean, rising at 6 am daily to plan and prepare his meals and to spend time with him.[129] He wrote "Cookin' (In the Kitchen of Love)" for Starr's Ringo's Rotogravure[image: External link] (1976), performing on the track in June in what would be his last recording session until 1980.[130] He formally announced his break from music in Tokyo in 1977, saying, "we have basically decided, without any great decision, to be with our baby as much as we can until we feel we can take time off to indulge ourselves in creating things outside of the family."[131] During his career break he created several series of drawings, and drafted a book containing a mix of autobiographical material and what he termed "mad stuff",[132] all of which would be published posthumously.

Lennon emerged from his pause in music recording in October 1980 with the single "(Just Like) Starting Over[image: External link]", followed the next month by the album Double Fantasy[image: External link], which contained songs written during a journey to Bermuda[image: External link] on a 43-foot sailing boat the previous June,[133] that reflected his fulfilment in his new-found stable family life.[134] Sufficient additional material was recorded for a planned follow-up album Milk and Honey[image: External link] (released posthumously in 1984).[135] Released jointly by Lennon and Ono, Double Fantasy was not well received, drawing comments such as Melody Maker[image: External link]'s "indulgent sterility ... a godawful yawn".[136]
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Main article: Death of John Lennon[image: External link]


At around 10:50 p.m. (EST) on 8 December 1980, as Lennon and Ono returned to their New York apartment in the Dakota[image: External link], Mark David Chapman[image: External link] shot Lennon in the back four times in the archway[image: External link] of the building. Lennon was taken to the emergency room of nearby Roosevelt Hospital[image: External link] and was pronounced dead on arrival at 11:00 p.m. (EST).[137] Earlier that evening, Lennon had autographed a copy of Double Fantasy for Chapman.[138]

Ono issued a statement the next day, saying "There is no funeral for John", ending it with the words, "John loved and prayed for the human race. Please do the same for him."[139] His body was cremated at Ferncliff Cemetery[image: External link] in Hartsdale, New York[image: External link]. Ono scattered his ashes in New York's Central Park[image: External link], where the Strawberry Fields memorial[image: External link] was later created.[140] Chapman pleaded guilty to second-degree murder and was sentenced to 20-years-to-life.[141] In 2016, he was denied parole for a ninth time.[142]
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Further information: Cynthia Lennon[image: External link]


Lennon and Cynthia Powell (1939–2015) met in 1957 as fellow students at the Liverpool College of Art[image: External link].[143] Although being scared of Lennon's attitude and appearance, she heard that he was obsessed with French actress Brigitte Bardot[image: External link], so she dyed her hair blonde. Lennon asked her out, but when she said that she was engaged, he screamed out, "I didn't ask you to fuckin' marry me, did I?"[144] She often accompanied him to Quarrymen gigs and travelled to Hamburg with McCartney's girlfriend at the time to visit him.[145] Lennon was jealous by nature and eventually grew possessive and often terrified Powell with his anger and physical violence.[146] Lennon later said that until he met Ono, he had never questioned his chauvinistic attitude toward women. He said that the Beatles song "Getting Better[image: External link]" told his own story, "I used to be cruel to my woman, and physically—any woman. I was a hitter. I couldn't express myself and I hit. I fought men and I hit women. That is why I am always on about peace."[128]

Recalling his reaction in July 1962 on learning that Cynthia was pregnant, Lennon said, "There's only one thing for it Cyn. We'll have to get married."[147] The couple was married on 23 August at the Mount Pleasant[image: External link] Register Office[image: External link] in Liverpool. His marriage began just as Beatlemania[image: External link] took hold across the UK. He performed on the evening of his wedding day, and would continue to do so almost daily from then on.[148] Epstein, fearing that fans would be alienated by the idea of a married Beatle, asked the Lennons to keep their marriage secret. Julian was born on 8 April 1963; Lennon was on tour at the time and did not see his infant son until three days later.[149]

Cynthia attributed the start of the marriage breakdown to LSD, and as a result, she felt that he slowly lost interest in her.[150] When the group travelled by train to Bangor[image: External link], Wales in 1967 for the Maharishi Yogi's Transcendental Meditation seminar, a policeman did not recognise her and stopped her from boarding. She later recalled how the incident seemed to symbolise the end of their marriage.[151] After arriving home at Kenwood[image: External link] and finding Lennon with Ono, Cynthia left the house to stay with friends. Alexis Mardas[image: External link] later claimed to have slept with her that night, and a few weeks later he informed her that Lennon was seeking a divorce and custody of Julian on grounds of her adultery with him. After negotiations, Lennon capitulated and agreed to her divorcing him on the same grounds. The case was settled out of court in November 1968, with Lennon giving her £100,000 ($240,000 in US dollars at the time), a small annual payment and custody of Julian.[152]
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Further information: Brian Epstein[image: External link]


The Beatles were performing at Liverpool's Cavern Club[image: External link] in November 1961, when they were introduced to Epstein after a midday concert. Epstein was homosexual. According to biographer Philip Norman[image: External link], one of his reasons for wanting to manage the group was that he was physically attracted to Lennon. Almost as soon as Julian was born, Lennon went on holiday to Spain with Epstein, leading to speculation about their relationship. When he was later questioned about it, Lennon said, "Well, it was almost a love affair, but not quite. It was never consummated. But it was a pretty intense relationship. It was my first experience with a homosexual that I was conscious was homosexual. We used to sit in a café in Torremolinos[image: External link] looking at all the boys and I'd say, 'Do you like that one? Do you like this one?' I was rather enjoying the experience, thinking like a writer all the time: I am experiencing this."[153] Soon after their return from Spain—at McCartney's twenty-first birthday party in June 1963—Lennon physically attacked Cavern Club Master of ceremonies Bob Wooler[image: External link] for saying "How was your honeymoon, John?" The MC, known for his wordplay and affectionate but cutting remarks, was making a joke,[154] but ten months had passed since Lennon's marriage, and the deferred honeymoon was still two months in the future.[155] To Lennon, who was drunk at the time, the matter was simple: "He called me a queer[image: External link] so I battered his bloody ribs in".[156]

Lennon delighted in mocking Epstein for his homosexuality and for the fact that he was Jewish.[157] When Epstein invited suggestions for the title of his autobiography, Lennon offered Queer Jew; on learning of the eventual title, A Cellarful of Noise[image: External link], he parodied, "More like A Cellarful of Boys".[158] He demanded of a visitor to Epstein's flat, "Have you come to blackmail him? If not, you're the only bugger in London who hasn't."[157] During the recording of "Baby, You're a Rich Man[image: External link]", he sang altered choruses of "Baby, you're a rich fag Jew".[159][160]
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Further information: Julian Lennon[image: External link]


Lennon's first son, Julian, was born during his marriage to Cynthia as his commitments with the Beatles intensified at the height of Beatlemania[image: External link]. Lennon was touring with the Beatles when Julian was born on 8 April 1963. Julian's birth, like his mother Cynthia's marriage to Lennon, was kept secret because Epstein was convinced that public knowledge of such things would threaten the Beatles' commercial success. Julian recalled that as a small child in Weybridge[image: External link] some four years later, "I was trundled home from school and came walking up with one of my watercolour paintings. It was just a bunch of stars and this blonde girl I knew at school. And Dad said, 'What's this?' I said, 'It's Lucy in the sky with diamonds.'"[161] Lennon used it as the title of a Beatles song[image: External link], and though it was later reported to have been derived from the initials LSD[image: External link], Lennon insisted, "It's not an acid song."[162] McCartney corroborated Lennon's explanation that Julian innocently came up with the name.[162] Lennon was distant from Julian, who felt closer to McCartney than to his father. During a car journey to visit Cynthia and Julian during Lennon's divorce, McCartney composed a song, "Hey Jules", to comfort him. It would evolve into the Beatles song "Hey Jude[image: External link]". Lennon later said, "That's his best song. It started off as a song about my son Julian ... he turned it into 'Hey Jude'. I always thought it was about me and Yoko but he said it wasn't."[163]

Lennon's relationship with Julian was already strained, and after Lennon and Ono's 1971 move to Manhattan, Julian would not see his father again until 1973.[164] With Pang's encouragement, arrangements were made for Julian (and his mother) to visit Lennon in Los Angeles, where they went to Disneyland[image: External link].[165] Julian started to see his father regularly, and Lennon gave him a drumming part on a Walls and Bridges[image: External link] track.[166] He bought Julian a Gibson Les Paul[image: External link] guitar and other instruments, and encouraged his interest in music by demonstrating guitar chord techniques.[166] Julian recalls that he and his father "got on a great deal better" during the time he spent in New York: "We had a lot of fun, laughed a lot and had a great time in general."[167]

In a Playboy interview with David Sheff shortly before his death, Lennon said, "Sean was a planned child, and therein lies the difference. I don't love Julian any less as a child. He's still my son, whether he came from a bottle of whiskey or because they didn't have pills in those days. He's here, he belongs to me, and he always will." He said he was trying to re-establish a connection with the then 17-year-old, and confidently predicted, "Julian and I will have a relationship in the future."[128] After his death it was revealed that he had left Julian very little in his will.[168]
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Further information: Yoko Ono[image: External link]


Two versions exist of how Lennon met Ono. According to the first, told by the Lennons, on 9 November 1966 Lennon went to the Indica Gallery[image: External link] in London, where Ono was preparing her conceptual art exhibit, and they were introduced by gallery owner John Dunbar[image: External link].[169] Lennon was intrigued by Ono's "Hammer A Nail": patrons hammered a nail into a wooden board, creating the art piece. Although the exhibition had not yet begun, Lennon wanted to hammer a nail into the clean board, but Ono stopped him. Dunbar asked her, "Don't you know who this is? He's a millionaire! He might buy it." Ono had supposedly not heard of the Beatles, but relented on condition that Lennon pay her five shillings[image: External link], to which Lennon replied, "I'll give you an imaginary five shillings and hammer an imaginary nail in."[128] The second version, told by McCartney, is that in late 1965, Ono was in London compiling original musical scores for a book John Cage[image: External link] was working on, Notations[image: External link], but McCartney declined to give her any of his own manuscripts for the book, suggesting that Lennon might oblige. When asked, Lennon gave Ono the original handwritten lyrics to "The Word[image: External link]".[170]

Ono began visiting and telephoning Lennon's home and, when his wife asked him for an explanation, Lennon explained that Ono was only trying to obtain money for her "avant-garde bullshit".[171] While his wife was on holiday in Greece in May 1968, Lennon invited Ono to visit. They spent the night recording what would become the Two Virgins[image: External link] album, after which, he said, they "made love at dawn."[172] When Lennon's wife returned home she found Ono wearing her bathrobe and drinking tea with Lennon who simply said, "Oh, hi."[173] Ono became pregnant in 1968 and miscarried a male child they named John Ono Lennon II on 21 November 1968,[140] a few weeks after Lennon's divorce from Cynthia was granted.[174]

During Lennon's last two years in the Beatles, he and Ono began public protests against the Vietnam War[image: External link]. They were married in Gibraltar[image: External link] on 20 March 1969,[175] and spent their honeymoon at the Hilton Amsterdam[image: External link] campaigning with a week-long Bed-In for Peace[image: External link]. They planned another Bed-In in the United States, but were denied entry,[176] so held one instead at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel[image: External link] in Montreal, where they recorded "Give Peace a Chance[image: External link]".[177] They often combined advocacy with performance art, as in their " Bagism[image: External link]", first introduced during a Vienna press conference. Lennon detailed this period in the Beatles song "The Ballad of John and Yoko[image: External link]".[178] Lennon changed his name by deed poll[image: External link] on 22 April 1969, adding "Ono" as a middle name. The brief ceremony took place on the roof of the Apple Corps[image: External link] building, made famous three months earlier by the Beatles' Let It Be[image: External link] rooftop concert[image: External link]. Although he used the name John Ono Lennon thereafter, official documents referred to him as John Winston Ono Lennon, since he was not permitted to revoke a name given at birth.[179] The couple settled at Tittenhurst Park[image: External link] at Sunninghill[image: External link] in Berkshire[image: External link].[180] After Ono was injured in a car accident, Lennon arranged for a king-sized bed to be brought to the recording studio as he worked on the Beatles' last album, Abbey Road[image: External link].[181] To escape the acrimony of the band's break-up, Ono suggested they move permanently to New York, which they did on 31 August 1971.

They first lived in The St. Regis Hotel[image: External link] on 5th Avenue, East 55th Street[image: External link], then moved to a street-level flat at 105 Bank Street[image: External link], Greenwich Village[image: External link], on 16 October 1971. After a robbery, they relocated to the more secure Dakota[image: External link] at 1 West 72nd Street[image: External link], in 1973.[182]
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Further information: May Pang[image: External link]


ABKCO Industries was formed in 1968 by Allen Klein[image: External link] as an umbrella company to ABKCO Records[image: External link] and recruited May Pang as a receptionist in 1969. Through involvement in a project with ABKCO, Lennon and Ono met her the following year. She became their personal assistant. After she had been working with the couple for three years, Ono confided that she and Lennon were becoming estranged. She went on to suggest that Pang should begin a physical relationship with Lennon, telling her, "He likes you a lot." Pang, 22, astounded by Ono's proposition, eventually agreed to become Lennon's companion. The pair soon moved to California, beginning an 18-month period he later called his "lost weekend[image: External link]".[117] In Los Angeles, Pang encouraged Lennon to develop regular contact with Julian, whom he had not seen for two years. He also rekindled friendships with Starr, McCartney, Beatles roadie Mal Evans[image: External link], and Harry Nilsson[image: External link]. Whilst drinking with Nilsson, after misunderstanding something Pang said, Lennon attempted to strangle her, relenting only when physically restrained by Nilsson.[183]

Upon returning to New York, they prepared a spare room in their newly rented apartment for Julian to visit.[183] Lennon, hitherto inhibited by Ono in this regard, began to reestablish contact with other relatives and friends. By December he and Pang were considering a house purchase, and he was refusing to accept Ono's telephone calls. In January 1975, he agreed to meet Ono who claimed to have found a cure for smoking. But after the meeting he failed to return home or call Pang. When Pang telephoned the next day, Ono told her Lennon was unavailable, being exhausted after a hypnotherapy session. Two days later, Lennon reappeared at a joint dental appointment, stupefied and confused to such an extent that Pang believed he had been brainwashed. He told her his separation from Ono was now over, though Ono would allow him to continue seeing her as his mistress[image: External link].[184]
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Further information: Sean Lennon[image: External link]


When Lennon and Ono were reunited, she became pregnant, but having previously suffered three miscarriages[image: External link] in her attempt to have a child with Lennon, she said she wanted an abortion. She agreed to allow the pregnancy to continue on condition that Lennon adopt the role of househusband[image: External link]; this he agreed to do.[185] Sean was born on 9 October 1975, Lennon's 35th birthday, delivered by Caesarean section[image: External link]. Lennon's subsequent career break would span five years. He had a photographer take pictures of Sean every day of his first year, and created numerous drawings for him, posthumously published as Real Love: The Drawings for Sean. Lennon later proudly declared, "He didn't come out of my belly but, by God, I made his bones, because I've attended to every meal, and to how he sleeps, and to the fact that he swims like a fish."[186]
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Further information: Collaborations between ex-Beatles[image: External link], Paul McCartney[image: External link], George Harrison[image: External link], and Ringo Starr[image: External link]


Although he and Starr remained consistently friendly during the years following the Beatles' break-up in 1970, Lennon's relationships with McCartney and Harrison varied. He was close to Harrison initially, but the two drifted apart after Lennon moved to America. When Harrison was in New York for his December 1974 Dark Horse[image: External link] tour, Lennon agreed to join him on stage, but failed to appear after an argument over Lennon's refusal to sign an agreement that would finally dissolve the Beatles' legal partnership (Lennon eventually signed the papers while holidaying in Florida with Pang and Julian).[187] Harrison offended Lennon in 1980, when he published an autobiography that made little mention of him.[188] Lennon told Playboy[image: External link], "I was hurt by it. By glaring omission ... my influence on his life is absolutely zilch ... he remembers every two-bit sax player or guitarist he met in subsequent years. I'm not in the book."[189]

Lennon's most intense feelings were reserved for McCartney. In addition to attacking him through the lyrics of "How Do You Sleep?[image: External link]", Lennon argued with him through the press for three years after the group split. The two later began to reestablish something of the close friendship they had once known, and in 1974, they even played music together again before eventually growing apart once more. Lennon said that during McCartney's final visit in April 1976, they watched the episode of Saturday Night Live in which Lorne Michaels[image: External link] made a $3,000 cash offer to get the Beatles to reunite on the show.[190] The pair considered going to the studio to make a joke appearance, attempting to claim their share of the money, but were too tired.[128] Lennon summarised his feelings towards McCartney in an interview three days before his death: "Throughout my career, I've selected to work with ... only two people: Paul McCartney and Yoko Ono ... That ain't bad picking."[191]

Along with his estrangement from McCartney, Lennon always felt a musical competitiveness with him and kept an ear on his music. During his five-year career break he was content to sit back so long as McCartney was producing what Lennon saw as mediocre material.[192] When McCartney released "Coming Up[image: External link]", in 1980, the year Lennon returned to the studio and the last year of his life, he took notice. "It's driving me crackers!" he jokingly complained, because he could not get the tune out of his head.[192] Asked the same year whether the group were dreaded enemies or the best of friends, he replied that they were neither, and that he had not seen any of them in a long time. But he also said, "I still love those guys. The Beatles are over, but John, Paul, George and Ringo go on."[128]
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Further information: Bed-In[image: External link] and Bagism[image: External link]


Lennon and Ono used their honeymoon as what they termed a "Bed-In for Peace[image: External link]" at the Amsterdam Hilton Hotel[image: External link]; the March 1969 event attracted worldwide media ridicule.[193][194] At a second Bed-In three months later at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Montreal[195] Lennon wrote and recorded "Give Peace a Chance". Released as a single, it was quickly taken up as an anti-war anthem and sung by a quarter of a million demonstrators against the Vietnam War[image: External link] in Washington, DC, on 15 November, the second Vietnam Moratorium Day[image: External link].[83][196] In December, they paid for billboards in 10 cities around the world which declared, in the national language, "War Is Over! If You Want It".[197]

Later that year, Lennon and Ono supported efforts by the family of James Hanratty[image: External link], hanged for murder in 1962, to prove his innocence.[198] Those who had condemned Hanratty were, according to Lennon, "the same people who are running guns to South Africa and killing blacks in the streets. ... The same bastards are in control, the same people are running everything, it's the whole bullshit bourgeois scene."[199] In London, Lennon and Ono staged a "Britain Murdered Hanratty" banner march and a "Silent Protest For James Hanratty",[200] and produced a 40-minute documentary on the case. At an appeal hearing[image: External link] years later, Hanratty's conviction was upheld after DNA evidence[image: External link] matched.[201] His family continued to appeal in 2010.[202]

Lennon and Ono showed their solidarity with the Clydeside[image: External link] UCS[image: External link] workers' work-in[image: External link] of 1971 by sending a bouquet of red roses and a cheque for £5,000.[203] On moving to New York City in August that year, they befriended two of the Chicago Seven[image: External link], Yippie[image: External link] peace activists Jerry Rubin[image: External link] and Abbie Hoffman[image: External link].[204] Another political activist, John Sinclair[image: External link], poet and co-founder of the White Panther Party[image: External link], was serving ten years in prison for selling two joints[image: External link] of marijuana after previous convictions for possession of the drug.[205] In December 1971 at Ann Arbor, Michigan[image: External link], 15,000 people attended the "John Sinclair Freedom Rally[image: External link]", a protest and benefit concert with contributions from Lennon, Stevie Wonder[image: External link], Bob Seger[image: External link], Bobby Seale[image: External link] of the Black Panther Party, and others.[206] Lennon and Ono, backed by David Peel[image: External link] and Rubin, performed an acoustic set of four songs from their forthcoming Some Time in New York City album including "John Sinclair", whose lyrics called for his release. The day before the rally, the Michigan Senate[image: External link] passed a bill that significantly reduced the penalties for possession of marijuana and four days later Sinclair was released on an appeal bond.[207] The performance was recorded and two of the tracks later appeared on John Lennon Anthology[image: External link] (1998).[208]

Following the Bloody Sunday[image: External link] incident in Northern Ireland[image: External link] in 1972, in which fourteen unarmed civil rights protesters[image: External link] were shot dead by the British Army, Lennon said that given the choice between the army and the IRA[image: External link] (who were not involved in the incident) he would side with the latter. Lennon and Ono wrote two songs protesting British presence and actions in Ireland for their Some Time in New York City album: "Luck of the Irish" and "Sunday Bloody Sunday". In 2000, David Shayler[image: External link], a former member of Britain's domestic security service MI5, suggested that Lennon had given money to the IRA, though this was swiftly denied by Ono.[209] Biographer Bill Harry records that following Bloody Sunday, Lennon and Ono financially supported the production of the film The Irish Tapes, a political documentary with a Republican[image: External link] slant.[210]

According to FBI surveillance reports (and confirmed by Tariq Ali[image: External link] in 2006) Lennon was sympathetic to the International Marxist Group[image: External link], a Trotskyist[image: External link] group formed in Britain in 1968.[211] However, the FBI considered Lennon to have limited effectiveness as a revolutionary since he was "constantly under the influence of narcotics".[212]

In 1973, Lennon contributed a limerick called "Why Make It Sad To Be Gay?" to Len Richmond's The Gay Liberation Book.[213]

Lennon's last act of political activism was a statement in support of the striking minority sanitation workers in San Francisco on 5 December 1980. He and Ono planned to join the workers' protest on 14 December.[214] By this time, however, Lennon had also quietly renounced the counterculture views which he had helped promote during the 1960s and 1970s and became more aligned with conservatism[image: External link],[215][216] though whether he had actually aligned to a more conservative world view is disputed.[217]
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Following the impact of "Give Peace a Chance" and "Happy Xmas (War Is Over)[image: External link]", both strongly associated with the anti–Vietnam War movement, the Nixon administration, hearing rumours of Lennon's involvement in a concert to be held in San Diego at the same time as the Republican National Convention[image: External link],[218] tried to have him deported. Nixon believed that Lennon's anti-war activities could cost him his re-election;[219] Republican Senator Strom Thurmond[image: External link] suggested in a February 1972 memo that "deportation would be a strategic counter-measure" against Lennon.[220] The next month the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service[image: External link] (INS) began deportation proceedings, arguing that his 1968 misdemeanor conviction for cannabis possession in London had made him ineligible for admission to the United States. Lennon spent the next three and a half years in and out of deportation hearings until 8 October 1975, when a court of appeals barred the deportation attempt, stating "... the courts will not condone selective deportation based upon secret political grounds."[221][112] While the legal battle continued, Lennon attended rallies and made television appearances. Lennon and Ono co-hosted The Mike Douglas Show[image: External link] for a week in February 1972, introducing guests such as Jerry Rubin[image: External link] and Bobby Seale[image: External link] to mid-America.[222] In 1972, Bob Dylan[image: External link] wrote a letter to the INS defending Lennon, stating:


John and Yoko add a great voice and drive to the country's so-called art institution. They inspire and transcend and stimulate and by doing so, only help others to see pure light and in doing that, put an end to this dull taste of petty commercialism which is being passed off as Artist Art by the overpowering mass media. Hurray for John and Yoko. Let them stay and live here and breathe. The country's got plenty of room and space. Let John and Yoko stay![223][224]



On 23 March 1973, Lennon was ordered to leave the US within 60 days.[225] Ono, meanwhile, was granted permanent residence. In response, Lennon and Ono held a press conference on 1 April 1973 at the New York City Bar Association[image: External link], where they announced the formation of the state of Nutopia[image: External link]; a place with "no land, no boundaries, no passports, only people".[226] Waving the white flag of Nutopia (two handkerchiefs), they asked for political asylum in the US. The press conference was filmed, and would later appear in the 2006 documentary The US vs. John Lennon[image: External link].[227] Lennon's Mind Games[image: External link] (1973) included the track "Nutopian International Anthem", which comprised three seconds of silence.[228] Soon after the press conference, Nixon's involvement in a political scandal came to light, and in June the Watergate[image: External link] hearings began in Washington, DC. They led to the president's resignation 14 months later. Nixon's successor, Gerald Ford[image: External link], showed little interest in continuing the battle against Lennon, and the deportation order was overturned in 1975. The following year, his US immigration status finally resolved, Lennon received his "green card"[image: External link] certifying his permanent residency[image: External link], and when Jimmy Carter[image: External link] was inaugurated as president in January 1977, Lennon and Ono attended the Inaugural Ball.[229]
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 FBI surveillance and declassified documents




Further information: Jon Wiener § Wiener and the Lennon FBI Files[image: External link]


After Lennon's death, historian Jon Wiener[image: External link] filed a Freedom of Information Act[image: External link] request for FBI[image: External link] files documenting the Bureau's role in the deportation attempt.[230] The FBI admitted it had 281 pages of files on Lennon, but refused to release most of them on the grounds that they contained national security information. In 1983, Wiener sued the FBI with the help of the American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link] of Southern California[image: External link]. It took 14 years of litigation to force the FBI to release the withheld pages.[231] The ACLU, representing Wiener, won a favourable decision in their suit against the FBI in the Ninth Circuit[image: External link] in 1991.[232] The Justice Department[image: External link] appealed the decision to the Supreme Court[image: External link] in April 1992, but the court declined to review the case.[233] In 1997, respecting President Bill Clinton[image: External link]'s newly instigated rule that documents should be withheld only if releasing them would involve "foreseeable harm", the Justice Department settled most of the outstanding issues outside court by releasing all but 10 of the contested documents.[233]

Wiener published the results of his 14-year campaign in January 2000. Gimme Some Truth: The John Lennon FBI Files contained facsimiles of the documents, including "lengthy reports by confidential informants detailing the daily lives of anti-war activists, memos to the White House, transcripts of TV shows on which Lennon appeared, and a proposal that Lennon be arrested by local police on drug charges".[234] The story is told in the documentary The US vs. John Lennon. The final 10 documents in Lennon's FBI file, which reported on his ties with London anti-war activists in 1971 and had been withheld as containing "national security information provided by a foreign government under an explicit promise of confidentiality", were released in December 2006. They contained no indication that the British government had regarded Lennon as a serious threat; one example of the released material was a report that two prominent British leftists had hoped Lennon would finance a left-wing bookshop and reading room.[235]
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Beatles biographer Bill Harry writes that Lennon began drawing and writing creatively at an early age with the encouragement of his uncle. He collected his stories, poetry, cartoons and caricatures in a Quarry Bank High School exercise book that he called the Daily Howl. The drawings were often of crippled people, and the writings satirical, and throughout the book was an abundance of wordplay. According to classmate Bill Turner, Lennon created the Daily Howl to amuse his best friend and later Quarrymen bandmate Pete Shotton[image: External link], to whom he would show his work before he let anyone else see it. Turner said that Lennon "had an obsession for Wigan Pier[image: External link]. It kept cropping up", and in Lennon's story A Carrot in a Potato Mine, "the mine was at the end of Wigan Pier." Turner described how one of Lennon's cartoons depicted a bus stop sign annotated with the question, "Why?". Above was a flying pancake, and below, "a blind man wearing glasses leading along a blind dog—also wearing glasses".[236]

Lennon's love of wordplay and nonsense with a twist found a wider audience when he was 24. Harry writes that In His Own Write[image: External link] (1964) was published after "Some journalist who was hanging around the Beatles came to me and I ended up showing him the stuff. They said, 'Write a book' and that's how the first one came about". Like the Daily Howl it contained a mix of formats including short stories, poetry, plays and drawings. One story, "Good Dog Nigel", tells the tale of "a happy dog, urinating on a lamp post[image: External link], barking, wagging his tail—until he suddenly hears a message that he will be killed at three o'clock". The Times Literary Supplement[image: External link] considered the poems and stories "remarkable ... also very funny ... the nonsense runs on, words and images prompting one another in a chain of pure fantasy". Book Week reported, "This is nonsense writing, but one has only to review the literature of nonsense[image: External link] to see how well Lennon has brought it off. While some of his homonyms are gratuitous word play, many others have not only double meaning but a double edge." Lennon was not only surprised by the positive reception, but that the book was reviewed at all, and suggested that readers "took the book more seriously than I did myself. It just began as a laugh for me".[237]

In combination with A Spaniard in the Works[image: External link] (1965), In His Own Write formed the basis of the stage play The John Lennon Play: In His Own Write, co-adapted by Victor Spinetti[image: External link] and Adrienne Kennedy[image: External link]. After negotiations between Lennon, Spinetti and the artistic director of the National Theatre[image: External link], Sir Laurence Olivier[image: External link], the play opened at The Old Vic[image: External link] in 1968. Lennon and Ono attended the opening night performance, their second public appearance together.[238] In 1969, Lennon wrote "Four in Hand"‍—‌a skit based on his teenaged experiences of group masturbation[image: External link]‍—‌for Kenneth Tynan[image: External link]'s play Oh! Calcutta![image: External link].[239] After Lennon's death, further works were published, including Skywriting by Word of Mouth[image: External link] (1986); Ai: Japan Through John Lennon's Eyes: A Personal Sketchbook (1992), with Lennon's illustrations of the definitions of Japanese words; and Real Love: The Drawings for Sean (1999). The Beatles Anthology[image: External link] (2000) also presented examples of his writings and drawings.
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Further information: John Lennon's musical instruments[image: External link] and List of the Beatles' instruments[image: External link]


Lennon's playing of a mouth organ during a bus journey to visit his cousin in Scotland caught the driver's ear. Impressed, the driver told Lennon of a harmonica he could have if he came to Edinburgh the following day, where one had been stored in the bus depot since a passenger left it on a bus.[240] The professional instrument quickly replaced Lennon's toy. He would continue to play harmonica, often using the instrument during the Beatles' Hamburg years, and it became a signature sound in the group's early recordings. His mother taught him how to play the banjo, later buying him an acoustic guitar. At 16, he played rhythm guitar with the Quarrymen.[241]

As his career progressed, he played a variety of electric guitars, predominantly the Rickenbacker 325[image: External link], Epiphone Casino[image: External link] and Gibson J-160E[image: External link], and, from the start of his solo career, the Gibson Les Paul Junior[image: External link].[242][243] Double Fantasy[image: External link] producer Jack Douglas claimed that since his Beatle days Lennon habitually tuned his D-string slightly flat, so his Aunt Mimi could tell which guitar was his on recordings.[244] Occasionally he played a six-string bass guitar, the Fender Bass VI[image: External link], providing bass on some Beatles numbers ("Back in the U.S.S.R.[image: External link]", "The Long and Winding Road[image: External link]", "Helter Skelter"[image: External link]) that occupied McCartney with another instrument.[245] His other instrument of choice was the piano, on which he composed many songs, including "Imagine", described as his best-known solo work.[246] His jamming on a piano with McCartney in 1963 led to the creation of the Beatles' first US number one, "I Want to Hold Your Hand[image: External link]".[247] In 1964, he became one of the first British musicians to acquire a Mellotron[image: External link] keyboard, though it was not heard on a Beatles recording until "Strawberry Fields Forever" in 1967.[248]
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When the Beatles recorded "Twist and Shout[image: External link]", the final track during the mammoth one-day session that produced the band's 1963 debut album, Please Please Me[image: External link], Lennon's voice, already compromised by a cold, came close to giving out. Lennon said, "I couldn't sing the damn thing, I was just screaming."[249] In the words of biographer Barry Miles, "Lennon simply shredded his vocal cords in the interests of rock 'n' roll."[250] The Beatles' producer, George Martin[image: External link], tells how Lennon "had an inborn dislike of his own voice which I could never understand. He was always saying to me: 'DO something with my voice! ... put something on it ... Make it different.'"[251] Martin obliged, often using double-tracking[image: External link] and other techniques.

As his Beatles era segued into his solo career, his singing voice found a widening range of expression. Biographer Chris Gregory writes of Lennon "tentatively beginning to expose his insecurities in a number of acoustic-led 'confessional' ballads, so beginning the process of 'public therapy' that will eventually culminate in the primal screams of "Cold Turkey[image: External link]" and the cathartic John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band[image: External link]."[252] Music critic Robert Christgau calls this Lennon's "greatest vocal performance ... from scream to whine, is modulated electronically ... echoed, filtered, and double tracked."[253] David Stuart Ryan notes Lennon's vocal delivery to range from "extreme vulnerability, sensitivity and even naivety" to a hard "rasping" style.[254] Wiener too describes contrasts, saying the singer's voice can be "at first subdued; soon it almost cracks with despair".[255] Music historian Ben Urish recalls hearing the Beatles' Ed Sullivan Show[image: External link] performance of "This Boy[image: External link]" played on the radio a few days after Lennon's murder: "As Lennon's vocals reached their peak ... it hurt too much to hear him scream with such anguish and emotion. But it was my emotions I heard in his voice. Just like I always had."[256]
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Music historians Schinder and Schwartz, writing of the transformation in popular music styles that took place between the 1950s and the 1960s, say that the Beatles' influence cannot be overstated: having "revolutionised the sound, style, and attitude of popular music and opened rock and roll's doors to a tidal wave of British rock acts", the group then "spent the rest of the 1960s expanding rock's stylistic frontiers".[257] Liam Gallagher[image: External link], his group Oasis[image: External link] among the many who acknowledge the band's influence, identifies Lennon as a hero; in 1999 he named his first child Lennon Gallagher in tribute.[258] On National Poetry Day[image: External link] in 1999, after conducting a poll to identify the UK's favourite song lyric, the BBC announced "Imagine" the winner.[101]

In 1997, together with the BMI[image: External link] Foundation, Yoko Ono established an annual music competition program for songwriters of contemporary musical genres, to honor John Lennon's memory and his large creative legacy.[259] Over $350,000 have been given through BMI Foundation's John Lennon Scholarships to talented young musicians in the United States.

In a 2006 Guardian article, Jon Wiener wrote: "For young people in 1972, it was thrilling to see Lennon's courage in standing up to [US President] Nixon. That willingness to take risks with his career, and his life, is one reason why people still admire him today."[260] For music historians Urish and Bielen, Lennon's most significant effort was "the self-portraits ... in his songs [which] spoke to, for, and about, the human condition."[261]

In 2013, Downtown Music Publishing[image: External link] signed a publishing administration agreement for the US with Lenono Music and Ono Music, home to the song catalogues of John Lennon and Yoko Ono[image: External link] respectively. Under the terms of the agreement, Downtown represents Lennon's solo works – including "Imagine", "Instant Karma (We All Shine On)[image: External link]", "Power to the People[image: External link]", "Happy X-Mas (War Is Over)[image: External link]", "Jealous Guy[image: External link]", "(Just Like) Starting Over[image: External link]" and others.[262]

Lennon continues to be mourned throughout the world and has been the subject of numerous memorials and tributes[image: External link]. In 2002, the airport in Lennon's home town was renamed the Liverpool John Lennon Airport[image: External link].[263] In 2010, on what would have been Lennon's 70th birthday, the John Lennon Peace Monument[image: External link] was unveiled in Chavasse Park[image: External link], Liverpool, by Cynthia and Julian Lennon.[264] The sculpture entitled 'Peace & Harmony' exhibits peace symbols[image: External link] and carries the inscription "Peace on Earth for the Conservation of Life · In Honour of John Lennon 1940–1980".[265]

In December 2013 the International Astronomical Union[image: External link] named one of the craters on Mercury[image: External link] after Lennon.[266]
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See also: List of awards and nominations received by the Beatles[image: External link]


The Lennon–McCartney songwriting partnership is regarded as one of the most influential and successful of the 20th century. As performer, writer or co-writer Lennon has had 25 number one singles on the US Hot 100 chart.a His album sales in the US stand at 14 million units.[267] Double Fantasy[image: External link] was his best-selling solo album,[268] at three million shipments in the US;[269] Released shortly before his death, it won the 1981 Grammy Award for Album of the Year.[270] The following year, the BRIT Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Contribution to Music went to Lennon.[271]

Participants in a 2002 BBC poll voted him eighth of "100 Greatest Britons[image: External link]".[272] Between 2003 and 2008, Rolling Stone recognised Lennon in several reviews of artists and music, ranking him fifth of "100 Greatest Singers of All Time"[273] and 38th of "100 Greatest Artists of All Time",[274] and his albums John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band[image: External link] and Imagine, 22nd and 76th respectively of "Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums of All Time[image: External link]".[274][275] He was appointed Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE)[image: External link] with the other Beatles in 1965 (returned in 1969[276]).[277] Lennon was posthumously inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1987[278] and into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1994.[116]
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Main article: John Lennon discography[image: External link]


See also: The Beatles discography[image: External link]



	
Unfinished Music No. 1: Two Virgins[image: External link] (with Yoko Ono) (1968)

	
Unfinished Music No. 2: Life with the Lions[image: External link] (with Yoko Ono) (1969)

	
Wedding Album[image: External link] (with Yoko Ono) (1969)

	
John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band[image: External link] (1970)

	
Imagine[image: External link] (1971)

	
Some Time in New York City[image: External link] (with Yoko Ono) (1972)

	
Mind Games[image: External link] (1973)

	
Walls and Bridges[image: External link] (1974)

	
Rock 'n' Roll[image: External link] (1975)

	
Double Fantasy[image: External link] (with Yoko Ono) (1980)

	
Milk and Honey[image: External link] (with Yoko Ono) (1984)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1964
	A Hard Day's Night[image: External link]
	Himself
	



	1965
	Help![image: External link]
	Himself
	



	1967
	How I Won the War[image: External link]
	Gripweed
	



	1967
	Magical Mystery Tour[image: External link]
	Himself / Ticket Salesman / Magician with Coffee
	Also Narrator, writer and director (producer uncredited)



	1968
	Yellow Submarine[image: External link]
	Himself
	Cameo at the end



	1968
	Two Virgins[image: External link]
	
	Short Film



	1970
	Apotheosis
	
	Short Film



	1970
	Let It Be[image: External link]
	Himself
	Documentary (executive producer - as The Beatles)
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1965-1966
	Not Only... But Also[image: External link]
	Lavatory Attendant / Guest
	Episode: "Episode #1.1 (1965) & Christmas Special (1966)"
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In His Own Write[image: External link] (1964)

	
A Spaniard in the Works[image: External link] (1965)

	
Skywriting by Word of Mouth[image: External link] (1986)
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	List of peace activists[image: External link]
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^ Note a: Lennon was responsible for 25 Billboard Hot 100 number one singles as performer, writer or co-writer.


	Solo (2): "Whatever Gets You thru the Night[image: External link]", "(Just Like) Starting Over[image: External link]".[279]


	With The Beatles (20): "Can't Buy Me Love[image: External link]", "I Feel Fine[image: External link]", "I Want to Hold Your Hand[image: External link]", "Love Me Do[image: External link]", "She Loves You[image: External link]", "A Hard Day's Night[image: External link]", "Eight Days a Week[image: External link]", " Help![image: External link]", "Ticket to Ride[image: External link]", " Yesterday[image: External link]", "Paperback Writer[image: External link]", "We Can Work It Out[image: External link]", "All You Need Is Love[image: External link]", "Hello, Goodbye[image: External link]", "Penny Lane[image: External link]", "Hey Jude[image: External link]", " Something[image: External link]"/"Come Together[image: External link]", "Get Back[image: External link]", "Let It Be[image: External link]", "The Long and Winding Road[image: External link]"/"For You Blue[image: External link]".[280]


	As co-writer of and performer on releases by another artist (2): " Fame[image: External link]" (David Bowie).,[281] "Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds[image: External link]" (Elton John).[282]


	As co-writer of release by other artists (1): "A World Without Love[image: External link]" (Peter and Gordon[image: External link])[283]




^ Note b: "Imagine" topped the US singles chart compiled by Record World[image: External link] magazine, however, in 1971.[284]
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Imagine (John Lennon song)





"Imagine" is a song written and performed by English musician John Lennon. The best-selling single of his solo career, its lyrics encourage the listener to imagine a world at peace without the barriers of borders or the divisions of religion and nationality, and to consider the possibility that the focus of humanity should be living a life unattached to material possessions.

Lennon and Yoko Ono[image: External link] co-produced the song and album of the same name[image: External link] with Phil Spector[image: External link]. Recording began at Lennon's home studio at Tittenhurst Park[image: External link], England, in May 1971, with final overdubs taking place at the Record Plant[image: External link], in New York City, during July. One month after the September release of the LP, Lennon released "Imagine" as a single in the United States; the song peaked at number three on the Billboard Hot 100 and the LP reached number one on the UK chart in November, later becoming the most commercially successful and critically acclaimed album of Lennon's solo career. Although not originally released as a single in the United Kingdom, it was released in 1975 to promote a compilation LP and it reached number six in the chart that year. The song has since sold more than 1.6 million copies in the UK; it reached number one following Lennon's murder in December 1980. In 1985, the Central Park Conservancy[image: External link] memorialized a portion of the park in honor of Lennon, called Strawberry Fields[image: External link], with a mosaic that reads "Imagine".[1]

BMI[image: External link] named "Imagine" one of the 100 most-performed songs of the 20th century. The song ranked number 30 on the Recording Industry Association of America's list of the 365 Songs of the Century[image: External link] bearing the most historical significance. It earned a Grammy Hall of Fame Award[image: External link] and an induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame's 500 Songs that Shaped Rock and Roll[image: External link]. A UK survey conducted by the Guinness World Records British Hit Singles Book[image: External link] named it the second best single of all time, while Rolling Stone ranked it number three in their list of "The 500 Greatest Songs of All Time". Since 2005, event organisers have played it just before the New Year's Times Square Ball[image: External link] drops in New York City. Dozens of artists have performed or recorded versions of "Imagine", including Madonna, Stevie Wonder[image: External link], Joan Baez[image: External link], Elton John[image: External link] and Diana Ross. Emeli Sandé[image: External link] recorded a cover for the BBC[image: External link] to use during the end credits montage at the close of the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link] coverage in August 2012. "Imagine" subsequently re-entered the UK Top 40, reaching number 18.
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 Composition and writing




Several poems from Yoko Ono[image: External link]'s 1964 book Grapefruit[image: External link] inspired Lennon to write the lyrics for "Imagine"[2]—in particular, one which Capitol Records[image: External link] reproduced on the back cover of the original Imagine[image: External link] LP titled "Cloud Piece", reads: "Imagine the clouds dripping, dig a hole in your garden to put them in."[3] Lennon later said the composition "should be credited as a Lennon/Ono song. A lot of it—the lyric and the concept—came from Yoko, but in those days I was a bit more selfish, a bit more macho, and I sort of omitted her contribution, but it was right out of Grapefruit."[4] When asked about the song's meaning during a December 1980 interview with David Sheff[image: External link] for Playboy[image: External link] magazine, Lennon told Sheff that Dick Gregory[image: External link] had given Ono and him a Christian prayer[image: External link] book, which inspired him the concept behind "Imagine".


The concept of positive prayer ... If you can imagine a world at peace, with no denominations of religion—not without religion but without this my God-is-bigger-than-your-God thing—then it can be true ... the World Church called me once and asked, "Can we use the lyrics to 'Imagine' and just change it to 'Imagine one religion'?" That showed [me] they didn't understand it at all. It would defeat the whole purpose of the song, the whole idea.[2]



With the combined influence of "Cloud Piece" and the prayer book given to him by Gregory, Lennon wrote what author John Blaney described as "a humanistic paean[image: External link] for the people".[4] Blaney wrote, "Lennon contends that global harmony is within our reach, but only if we reject the mechanisms of social control that restrict human potential."[5] In the opinion of Blaney, with "Imagine", Lennon attempted to raise people's awareness of their interaction with the institutions that affect their lives.[4] Rolling Stone's David Fricke[image: External link] commented: "[Lennon] calls for a unity and equality built upon the complete elimination of modern social order: geopolitical borders, organised religion, [and] economic class."[6]

Lennon stated: "'Imagine', which says: 'Imagine that there was no more religion, no more country, no more politics,' is virtually the Communist manifesto, even though I'm not particularly a Communist and I do not belong to any movement."[5] He told NME: "There is no real Communist state in the world; you must realize that. The Socialism I speak about ... [is] not the way some daft Russian might do it, or the Chinese might do it. That might suit them. Us, we should have a nice ... British Socialism."[5] Ono described the lyrical statement of "Imagine" as "just what John believed: that we are all one country, one world, one people."[7] Rolling Stone described its lyrics as "22 lines of graceful, plain-spoken faith in the power of a world, united in purpose, to repair and change itself".[7][nb 1]

Some observers have described the song has having a distinctly anti-religious viewpoint, to the point that some have embraced it as an "atheist anthem".[9] Lennon himself, however, stated about the song:[10]


If you can image a world at peace, with no denominations of religion -- not without religion but without this my-God-is-bigger-than-your-God thing -- then it can be true.

— John Lennon





Lennon composed "Imagine" one morning in early 1971, on a Steinway[image: External link] piano, in a bedroom at his Tittenhurst Park[image: External link] estate in Ascot, Berkshire[image: External link], England. Ono watched as he composed the melody, chord structure and almost all the lyrics, nearly completing the song in one brief writing session.[7] Described as a piano ballad[image: External link][11][12] performed in the soft rock[image: External link] genre,[13] the song is in the key[image: External link] of C major[image: External link].[14] Its 4-bar piano introduction begins with a C chord then moves to Cmaj7 before changing to F; the 12-bar verses also follow this chord progression, with their last 4 bars moving from Am/E to Dm and Dm/C, finishing with G, G11 then G7, before resolving back to C.[14] The 8-bar choruses progress from F to G to C, then Cmaj7 and E before ending on E7, a C chord substituted for E7 in the final bar. The 4-bar outro[image: External link] begins with F, then G, before resolving on C. With a duration of 3 minutes and 3 seconds and a time signature[image: External link] of 4/4, the song's tempo falls around 75 beats per minute[image: External link].[15]
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 Recording and commercial reception




Lennon and Ono co-produced the song and album with Phil Spector[image: External link], who commented on the track: "We knew what we were going to do ... It was going to be John making a political statement, but a very commercial one as well ... I always thought that 'Imagine' was like the national anthem."[16] Lennon described his working arrangement with Ono and Spector: "Phil doesn't arrange or anything like that—[Ono] and Phil will just sit in the other room and shout comments like, 'Why don't you try this sound' or 'You're not playing the piano too well'... I'll get the initial idea and ... we'll just find a sound from [there]."[17]

Recording began at Ascot Sound Studios[image: External link], Lennon's newly built home studio at Tittenhurst Park, in May 1971, with final overdubs taking place at the Record Plant[image: External link], in New York City, during July.[17] Relaxed and patient, the sessions began during the late morning, running to just before dinner in the early evening. Lennon taught the musicians the chord progression and a working arrangement for "Imagine", rehearsing the song until he deemed the musicians ready to record.[4] In his attempt to recreate Lennon's desired sound, Spector had some early tapings feature Lennon and Nicky Hopkins[image: External link] playing in different octaves on one piano. He also initially attempted to record the piano part with Lennon playing the white baby grand[image: External link] in the couple's all-white room. However, after having deemed the room's acoustics unsuitable, Spector abandoned the idea in favour of the superior environment of Lennon's home studio.[5] They completed the session in minutes, recording three takes and choosing the second one for release.[18] The finished recording featured Lennon on piano and vocal, Klaus Voormann[image: External link] on bass guitar, Alan White[image: External link] on drums and the Flux Fiddlers on strings.[19]

Issued by Apple Records[image: External link] in the United States in October 1971, "Imagine" became the best-selling single of Lennon's solo career.[20] It peaked at number three on the Billboard Hot 100[21] and reached number one in Canada on the RPM[image: External link] national singles chart, remaining there for two weeks.[22][23] Upon its release the song's lyrics upset some religious groups, particularly the line: "Imagine there's no heaven".[24] When asked about the song during one of his final interviews, Lennon said he considered it to be as strong a composition as any he had written with the Beatles[image: External link].[7] He described the song's meaning and explicated its commercial appeal: "Anti-religious, anti-nationalistic, anti-conventional, anti-capitalistic, but because it is sugarcoated it is accepted ... Now I understand what you have to do. Put your political message across with a little honey."[25] In an open letter to Paul McCartney[image: External link] published in Melody Maker[image: External link], Lennon said that "Imagine" was "'Working Class Hero[image: External link]' with sugar on it for conservatives like yourself".[26] On 30 November 1971, the Imagine LP reached number one on the UK chart.[27] It became the most commercially successful and critically acclaimed album of Lennon's solo career.[28]
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 Film and re-releases




In 1972, Lennon and Ono released an 81-minute film[image: External link] to accompany the Imagine album which featured footage of the couple in their home, garden and the recording studio of their Berkshire[image: External link] property at Tittenhurst Park as well as in New York City.[30] A full-length documentary rock video, the film's first scene features a shot of Lennon and Ono walking through a thick fog, arriving at their house as the song "Imagine" begins. Above the front door to their house is a sign that reads: "This Is Not Here", the title of Ono's then New York art show. The next scene shows Lennon sitting at a white grand piano in a dimly lit, all-white room. Ono gradually walks around opening curtains that allow in light, making the room brighter with the song's progression.[31] At the song's conclusion, Ono sits beside Lennon at the piano, and they share a quaint gaze, then a brief kiss.[32]

Several celebrities appeared in the film, including Andy Warhol[image: External link], Fred Astaire[image: External link], Jack Palance[image: External link], Dick Cavett[image: External link] and George Harrison[image: External link]. Derided by critics as "the most expensive home movie of all time", it premiered to an American audience in 1972.[30] In 1986, Zbigniew Rybczyński[image: External link] made a music video[image: External link] for the song, and in 1987, it won both the "Silver Lion[image: External link]" award for Best Clip at Cannes[image: External link] and the Festival Award at the Rio International Film Festival[image: External link].[33]

Released as a single in the United Kingdom in 1975 in conjunction with the album Shaved Fish[image: External link], "Imagine" peaked at number six on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link]. Following Lennon's murder[image: External link] in 1980, the single re-entered the UK chart, reaching number one, where it remained for four weeks in January 1981. "Imagine" was re-released as a single in the UK in 1988, peaking at number 45, and again in 1999, reaching number three.[34] It has sold 1,640,000 copies in the UK as of June 2013, making it Lennon's best-selling single.[35] In 1999, on National Poetry Day in the United Kingdom, the BBC announced that listeners had voted "Imagine" Britain's favourite song lyric.[24] In 2003, it reached number 33 as the B-side to a re-release of "Happy Xmas (War Is Over)[image: External link]".[36]
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 Recognition and criticism




Rolling Stone described "Imagine" as Lennon's "greatest musical gift to the world", praising "the serene melody; the pillowy chord progression; [and] that beckoning, four-note [piano] figure".[7] Included in several song polls, in 1999, BMI[image: External link] named it one of the top 100 most-performed songs of the 20th century.[37] Also that year, it received[image: External link] the Grammy Hall of Fame Award[image: External link][38] and an induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame's 500 Songs that Shaped Rock and Roll[image: External link].[39] "Imagine" ranked number 23 in the list of best-selling singles of all time in the UK, in 2000.[40] In 2002, a UK survey conducted by the Guinness World Records British Hit Singles Book[image: External link] ranked it the second best single of all time behind Queen[image: External link]'s "Bohemian Rhapsody[image: External link]".[41] Gold Radio[image: External link] ranked the song number three on its "Gold's greatest 1000 hits" list.[42]

Rolling Stone ranked "Imagine" number three on its list of "The 500 Greatest Songs of All Time", describing it as "an enduring hymn of solace and promise that has carried us through extreme grief, from the shock of Lennon's own death in 1980 to the unspeakable horror of September 11th. It is now impossible to imagine a world without 'Imagine', and we need it more than he ever dreamed."[7] Despite that sentiment, Clear Channel Communications[image: External link] included the song on its post-9/11 "do not play" list[image: External link].[43][nb 2]

On 1 January 2005, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link] named "Imagine" the greatest song in the past 100 years as voted by listeners on the show 50 Tracks[image: External link].[45] The song ranked number 30 on the Recording Industry Association of America's list of the 365 Songs of the Century[image: External link] bearing the most historical significance.[45] Virgin Radio[image: External link] conducted a UK favourite song survey in December 2005, and listeners voted "Imagine" number one.[46] Australians selected it the greatest song of all time on the Nine Network[image: External link]'s 20 to 1[image: External link] countdown show on 12 September 2006. They voted it eleventh in the youth radio network Triple J[image: External link]'s Hottest 100 Of All Time on 11 July 2009.[47]

Jimmy Carter[image: External link] said, "in many countries around the world—my wife and I have visited about 125 countries—you hear John Lennon's song 'Imagine' used almost equally with national anthems."[48][nb 3] On 9 October 2010, which would have been Lennon's 70th birthday, the Liverpool Singing Choir performed "Imagine" along with other Lennon songs at the unveiling of the John Lennon Peace Monument[image: External link] in Chavasse Park[image: External link], Liverpool[image: External link], England.[50][51] Beatles producer George Martin[image: External link] praised Lennon's solo work, singling out the composition: "My favourite song of all was 'Imagine'".[52] Music critic Paul Du Noyer[image: External link] described "Imagine" as Lennon's "most revered" post-Beatles song.[53] Urish and Bielen called it "the most subversive pop song recorded to achieve classic status".[54] Fricke commented: "'Imagine' is a subtly contentious song, Lennon's greatest combined achievement as a balladeer and agitator."[6]

Authors Ben Urish and Ken Bielen criticised the song's instrumental music as overly sentimental and melodramatic, comparing it to the music of the pre-rock era and describing the vocal melody as understated.[54] According to Blaney, Lennon's lyrics describe hypothetical possibilities that offer no practical solutions; lyrics that are at times nebulous and contradictory, asking the listener to abandon political systems while encouraging one similar to communism[image: External link].[5] Author Chris Ingham indicated the hypocrisy in Lennon, the millionaire rock star living in a mansion, encouraging listeners to imagine living their lives without possessions.[55] Others argue that Lennon intended the song's lyrics to inspire listeners to imagine if the world could live without possessions, not as an explicit call to give them up.[55] Blaney commented: "Lennon knew he had nothing concrete to offer, so instead he offers a dream, a concept to be built upon."[5]

Blaney considered the song to be "riddled with contradictions. Its hymn-like setting sits uncomfortably alongside its author's plea for us to envision a world without religion."[5] Urish and Bielen described Lennon's "dream world" without a heaven or hell as a call to "make the best world we can here and now, since this is all this is or will be".[54] In their opinion, "because we are asked merely to imagine—to play a 'what if' game, Lennon can escape the harshest criticisms".[54] Former Beatle Ringo Starr[image: External link] defended the song's lyrics during a 1981 interview with Barbara Walters[image: External link], stating: "[Lennon] said 'imagine', that's all. Just imagine it."[54]

The morning after the November 2015 Paris attacks[image: External link], German pianist Davide Martello[image: External link] brought a grand piano to the street out in front of the Bataclan[image: External link], where 89 concertgoers[56] had been shot dead the night before, and performed an instrumental version to honour the victims of the attacks; video of his performance went viral[image: External link].[57][58] This led Katy Waldman of Slate[image: External link] to ponder why "Imagine" had become so frequently performed as a response to tragedy. In addition to its general popularity, she noted its musical simplicity, its key of C major, "the plainest and least complicated key, with no sharps[image: External link] or flats[image: External link]" aside from one passage with "a plaintive major seventh chord[image: External link] that allows a tiny bit of E minor[image: External link] into the tonic[image: External link]". That piano part, "gentle as a rocking chair", underpins lyrics that, Waldman says, "belongs to the tradition of hymns or spirituals that visualize a glorious afterlife without prophesizing any immediate end to suffering on earth". This understanding is also compounded by the historical context of Lennon's own violent death, "remind[ing] us that the universe can run ramshod over idealistic people". Ultimately, the song "captures the fragility of our hope after a violent or destructive event ... [bu]t also reveals its tenacity".[57]
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 Notable performances and cover versions




In December 1971, Lennon and Ono appeared at the Apollo Theater[image: External link] in Harlem[image: External link]. Lennon performed "Imagine" with an acoustic guitar, yielding the earliest known live recording of the song, later included on the John Lennon Anthology[image: External link] (1998).[59] In 1975, he sang "Imagine" during his final public performance, a birthday celebration for Lew Grade[image: External link].[54]

Elton John[image: External link] performed the song regularly on his world tour in 1980, including at his free concert in Central Park[image: External link], a few blocks away from Lennon's apartment in the Dakota[image: External link] building.[60] On 9 December 1980, the day after Lennon's murder, Queen performed "Imagine" as a tribute to him during their Wembley Arena[image: External link] show in London[image: External link].[61] On 9 October 1990, more than one billion people listened to a broadcast of the song on what would have been Lennon's 50th birthday.[62] Ratau Mike Makhalemele[image: External link] covered the song on an EP of Lennon covers in 1990.[63] In 1991–92, Liza Minnelli[image: External link] performed the song in her show[image: External link] at Radio City Music Hall[image: External link].[64] Stevie Wonder[image: External link] gave his rendition of the song, with the Morehouse College Glee Club[image: External link], during the closing ceremony of the 1996 Summer Olympics[image: External link] as a tribute to the victims of the Centennial Olympic Park bombing[image: External link].[65] In 2001, Neil Young[image: External link] performed it during the benefit concert America: A Tribute to Heroes[image: External link].[66] Madonna performed "Imagine" during the benefit Tsunami Aid[image: External link]: A Concert of Hope.[67][nb 4] Peter Gabriel[image: External link] performed the song during the 2006 Winter Olympics[image: External link] opening ceremony.[69]

Since 2005, "Imagine" has been played prior to the New Year's Eve[image: External link] ball drop[image: External link] at New York City[image: External link]'s Times Square[image: External link].[70] Beginning in 2010, the song has been performed live; first by Taio Cruz[image: External link], then in 2011 by CeeLo Green[image: External link] and in 2012 by Train[image: External link]. However, Green received criticism for changing the lyric "and no religion too" to "and all religions true", resulting in an immediate backlash from fans who believed that he had disrespected Lennon's legacy by changing the lyrics of his most iconic song.[71] Green defended the change by saying it meant to represent "a world [where you] could believe what [you] wanted".[71] The event got media attention outside of the US, with Britain's The Guardian stating "Lennon's original lyrics don't praise pluralism or interchangeable religious truths – they damn them".[72]

More than 200 artists have recorded cover versions of "Imagine".[73][74] Joan Baez[image: External link] included it on 1972's Come from the Shadows[image: External link] and Diana Ross recorded a version for her 1973 album, Touch Me in the Morning[image: External link].[75] In 1995, Blues Traveler[image: External link] recorded the song for the Working Class Hero: A Tribute to John Lennon[image: External link] album[76] and Dave Matthews[image: External link] has performed the song live with them.[75] A Perfect Circle[image: External link] covered the song for the album eMOTIVe[image: External link], released in 2004. Dolly Parton[image: External link] recorded the song for her 2005 covers album Those Were the Days[image: External link].[77] A cover version of the song, performed by Italian singer Marco Carta[image: External link], entered the top 20 in Italy in 2009, peaking at number 13.[78] Seal[image: External link], Pink, India.Arie[image: External link], Jeff Beck[image: External link], Konono Nº1[image: External link], Oumou Sangaré[image: External link] and others recorded a version for Herbie Hancock[image: External link]'s 2010 album The Imagine Project[image: External link].[79]

Hancock performed it with Arie, Kristina Train[image: External link] and Greg Phillinganes[image: External link] at the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize Concert on 11 December. On 13 February 2011, the recording—with Pink, Seal, Malian[image: External link] singer Oumou Sangaré[image: External link], India.Arie[image: External link] and Jeff Beck won a Grammy award for Best Pop Vocal Collaboration.[80]

The song was performed as part of the closing ceremony[image: External link] of the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link]. Performed by the Liverpool Philharmonic Youth Choir and the Liverpool Signing Choir, the choirs sang the first verse and accompanied Lennon's original vocals during the rest of the song.[81][nb 5] A cover performed by Emeli Sandé[image: External link] was also used by the BBC[image: External link] for a closing montage that ended its coverage.[82] "Imagine" subsequently re-entered the UK Top 40, reaching number 18.[83]

In 2015, American singer and songwriter Lady Gaga performed the song at the 2015 European Games[image: External link] opening ceremony. The song was played for 70,000 people in Baku[image: External link], Azerbaijan[image: External link] that served as host of the event.[84]
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 Personnel





	
John Lennon – vocals, piano

	
Klaus Voormann[image: External link] – bass

	
Alan White[image: External link] – drums

	The Flux Fiddlers – strings
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 Original release






	Chart (1971–1972)
	Peak

position



	Australia (Go-Set National Top 40[image: External link])[85]

	1



	Australia (Kent Music Report[image: External link])[86]

	1



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[87]

	12



	Canada Adult Contemporary ( RPM[image: External link])[88]

	4



	Canada Top Singles ( RPM[image: External link])[22]

	1



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[89]

	18



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[90]

	1



	Japan ( Oricon[image: External link])[91]

	14



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[92]

	6



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[93]

	5



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[94]

	6



	South Africa (Springbok Radio[image: External link])[95]

	1



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[96]

	5



	US Billboard Easy Listening[image: External link][97]

	7



	US Billboard Hot 100[97]

	3



	US Cash Box[image: External link][98]

	2



	US Record World[image: External link][99]

	1
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 1975 release






	Chart (1975)
	Peak

position



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[100]

	1



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[92]

	5



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[101]

	19



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[102]

	6
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 Posthumous releases






	Chart (1981)
	Peak

position



	Australia (Kent Music Report[image: External link])[86]

	43



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[103]

	4



	Belgium (Ultratop 50[image: External link] Flanders)[87]

	6



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[89]

	7



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[100]

	1



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[93]

	5



	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ[image: External link])[104]

	23



	Norway ( VG-lista[image: External link])[94]

	3



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[96]

	2



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[105]

	1






	Year
	Chart (1986–2013)
	Peak

position



	1986
	US Billboard Top Rock Tracks[image: External link][97][nb 6]

	20



	1988
	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[100]

	29



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[106]

	45



	1989
	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[107]

	21



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[93]

	83



	1990
	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[108]

	88



	1994
	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[109]

	9



	1999–2000
	Canada (Canadian Singles Chart[image: External link])[97]

	10



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[100]

	3



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[110]

	12



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[93]

	56



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[111]

	5



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[112]

	3



	2007
	Canada (Hot Canadian Digital Singles[image: External link])[97]

	47



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[93]

	37



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[96]

	59



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[113]

	75



	US Billboard Hot Digital Songs[image: External link][97]

	47



	2008
	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[114]

	94



	2010
	Australia ( ARIA[image: External link])[114]

	85



	Austria (Ö3 Austria Top 40[image: External link])[103]

	66



	Germany (Official German Charts[image: External link])[89]

	94



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[111]

	49



	Sweden ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[101]

	46



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[96]

	50



	2012
	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[111]

	42



	
UK Singles[image: External link] (Official Charts Company)[115]

	18



	2013
	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[111]

	44



	2015
	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[109]

	11



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[93]

	67



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[111]

	40



	Switzerland (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[96]

	61



	2016
	France ( SNEP[image: External link])[109]

	169
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (1971)
	Rank



	Canada Top Singles ( RPM[image: External link])[116]

	15



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[117]

	67



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[118]

	82






	Chart (1972)
	Rank



	Australia (Kent Music Report[image: External link])[119]

	19



	Japan ( Oricon[image: External link])[91]

	98



	South Africa (Springbok Radio[image: External link])[120]

	5






	Chart (1981)
	Rank



	Belgium ( Ultratop[image: External link] 50 Flanders)[121]

	86



	Netherlands (Dutch Top 40[image: External link])[122]

	70



	Netherlands (Single Top 100[image: External link])[123]

	73
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 Decade-end charts






	Chart (1980–1989)
	Rank



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[124]

	25
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 All-time charts






	Chart (1952–2013)
	Rank



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[125]

	19
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 Certification and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	Italy ( FIMI[image: External link])[126]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Japan (Oricon Charts)
	
	118,000[91]




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[127]

	Platinum
	1,640,000[125]




	
^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 See also






	List of anti-war songs[image: External link]

	List of best-selling singles in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	List of best-selling singles of the 1980s in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	List of Billboard Hot 100 top 10 singles in 1971[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles in Australia during the 1970s[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 1971 (Canada)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 1975 (Ireland)[image: External link]

	List of number-one singles of 1981 (Ireland)[image: External link]

	List of number-one hits (Italy)[image: External link]

	List of UK Singles Chart number ones of the 1980s[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The lyrical content of "Imagine" relates to Lennon's concept of Nutopia[image: External link]: The Country of Peace, which he invented in 1973. Lennon included a symbolically mute anthem to this country on his album Mind Games[image: External link] released later that year.[8]


	
^ In 1991, the BBC restricted "Imagine" from airplay during the Gulf War[image: External link].[44]


	
^ Yoko Ono dedicated the Imagine Peace Tower[image: External link] in Iceland[image: External link], in 2007.[49]


	
^ Madonna included the song in her set list during the 2004 Re-Invention World Tour[image: External link] and released it on the live album[image: External link] and DVD documentary I'm Going to Tell You a Secret[image: External link] in 2006.[68]


	
^ The first adaptation of the original 8-track recording of "Imagine", Lennon also appeared in video.[81]


	
^ Album track from Live in New York City[image: External link].
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Magnet School





In the U.S. education system[image: External link], magnet schools are public schools[image: External link] with specialized courses[image: External link] or curricula[image: External link]. " Magnet[image: External link]" refers to how the schools draw students from across the normal boundaries defined by authorities (usually school boards[image: External link]) as school zones that feed into certain schools.

There are magnet schools at the elementary[image: External link], middle[image: External link], and high school[image: External link] levels. In the United States, where education is decentralized[image: External link], some magnet schools are established by school districts[image: External link] and draw only from the district, while others are set up by state governments[image: External link] and may draw from multiple districts. Other magnet programs are within comprehensive schools[image: External link], as is the case with several "schools within a school". In large urban areas, several magnet schools with different specializations may be combined into a single "center", such as Skyline High School[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link].

Other countries have similar types of schools, such as specialist schools[image: External link] in England[image: External link]. The majority of these are academically selective.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other schools are built around elite-sporting programs or teach agricultural skills such as farming or animal breeding.
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 History




Magnet schools emerged in the United States in the 1970s[1] as one means of remedying racial segregation[image: External link] in public schools, and they were written into law in Section 5301 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Authorization.[2] Demographic trends following the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link] US Supreme Court[image: External link] decision revealed a pattern later characterized as white flight[image: External link], the hypersegregation[image: External link] of blacks and whites, as the latter moved to the suburbs[image: External link].[3][4]

At first, districts tried using involuntary plans which involved court-ordered attendance, the busing[image: External link] of children far from their homes, and building closer schools to achieve the required balance. Later, voluntary school integration plans were developed. One approach that educators within the public school system came up with was open schools. During the Open Schools movement of the 1970s, several ideas designed to influence public education were put into practice, including Schools without Walls, Schools within a School, Multicultural Schools, Continuation Schools, Learning Centers, Fundamental Schools, and Magnet Schools.[5] "These schools were characterized by parent, student, and teacher choice, autonomy in learning and pace, non-competitive evaluation, and a child centered approach."[5][6] Magnet schools have been the most successful of the ideas that originated from the Open Schools movement. It was expounded in 1971 by educator Nolan Estes, superintendent of Dallas Independent School District[image: External link].[7] The Magnet Schools Assistance Program[image: External link] was developed in the early 1980s as a way to encourage schools to address de facto[image: External link] racial segregation. Funds were given to school districts that implemented voluntary desegregation plans or court orders to reduce racial isolation.[8]

From 1985 to 1999, a US district court[image: External link] judge required the state of Missouri[image: External link] to fund the creation of magnet schools in the Kansas City Public Schools[image: External link] to reverse the white flight[image: External link] that had afflicted the school district since the 1960s. The district's annual budget more than tripled in the process. The expenditure per pupil and the student-teacher ratio were the best of any major school district in the nation. Many high schools were given college-level facilities. Still, test scores in the magnet schools did not rise; the black-white gap did not diminish; and there was less, not greater, integration.[9] Finally, on September 20, 2011, The Missouri Board of Education voted unanimously to withdraw the district's educational accreditation[image: External link] status from January 1, 2012.[10]

Districts started embracing the magnet school models in the hope that their geographically open admissions would end racial segregation in "good" schools and decrease de facto segregation of schools in poorer areas. To encourage the voluntary desegregation, districts started developing magnet schools to draw students to specialized schools all across their districts. Each magnet school would have a specialized curriculum that would draw students based on their interests. One of the goals of magnet schools is to eliminate, reduce, and prevent minority group isolation while providing the students with a stronger knowledge of academic subjects and vocational skills.[11] Magnet schools still continue to be models for school improvement plans and provide students with opportunities to succeed in a diverse learning environment.[12]

Within a few years, in locations such as Richmond, Virginia[image: External link], additional magnet school programs for children with special talents were developed at facilities in locations that parents would have otherwise found undesirable. That effort to both attract voluntary enrollment and achieve the desired racial balance met with considerable success and helped improve the acceptance of farther distances, hardships with transportation for extracurricular activities, and the separation of siblings. Even as districts such as Richmond were released from desegregation court orders, the parental selection of magnet school programs has continued to create more racially diverse schools than would have otherwise been possible. With a wide range of magnet schools available, a suitable program could be found for more children than only the "bright" ones for whom the earliest efforts were directed.



	“
	In our school, it's college prep for everybody; it doesn't matter if you're black or white.
	”



	— Steve Perry, Principal of Capital Prep Magnet School.[13]




Some 21st-century magnet schools have de-emphasized the racial integration aspects, such as Capital Prep Magnet School, a high school in Hartford, Connecticut[image: External link].[13] Capital Prep, a year-round school where more than 80% of its students are black and Latino, boasts a near-0% dropout rate; 100% of its 2009 senior class was sent to a four-year college.[13] According to the school's principal, the goal is to prepare all of its students for college.

Since coming into fruition, the number of magnet schools has risen dramatically. Over 232 school districts housed magnet school programs in the early 1990s. By the end of the decade, nearly 1,400 magnets schools were operating across the country.[14]

Traditionally, these magnet schools are found in neighborhoods with large minority populations. They advertise their unique educational curricula in order to attract white students who do not live in the surrounding area. In this way, the schools act as a “magnet” pulling out-of-neighborhood students that would otherwise go to a school in their traditional attendance zone.[15]
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 Enrollment and curriculum




Some magnet schools have a competitive entrance process, requiring an entrance examination[image: External link], interview[image: External link], or audition[image: External link]. Other magnet schools select all students who apply or use a lottery[image: External link] system, or a system combining some elements of competitive entrance and a lottery.

Most magnet schools concentrate on a particular discipline or area of study, while others (such as International Baccalaureate[image: External link] schools) have a more general focus. Magnet programs may focus on academics ( mathematics[image: External link], natural sciences[image: External link], and engineering[image: External link]; humanities[image: External link]; social sciences[image: External link]; fine[image: External link] or performing arts[image: External link]) or may focus on technical/vocational/agricultural education[image: External link].

Access to free transportation is a key component in facilitating racial diversity in magnet schools. According to a survey distributed at the Magnet Schools of America’s (MSA) 2008 annual meeting, in magnet schools with free transportation services, white students comprise almost 33% of the student body, which is higher than the 23% found in magnet schools without such services. Moreover, 11.9% of magnet schools that do not provide transportation are largely one-race, while only 6.4% of magnet schools with the provision of transportation are characterized as one-race schools. Such services are integral in ensuring that potential out-of-neighborhood students have access to these schools of choice. Ultimately, the presence of free transportation contributes to more integrated magnet environments.[16]

Across the country, magnet school application forms assume that its readers are proficient in reading and writing in English, understand the school’s curriculum, and recognize what kinds of resources are offered to students at that respective school. In diverse urban contexts especially, these assumptions privilege some families over others. Parents who seek out magnet schools tend to be white, educated, middle-class, and English-fluent. Thus, in order to break down the racial disparities these schools were intended to dismantle, magnet school programs have to be intentional in not only their outreach efforts, but also how they create the application text itself.[17]
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 In other countries
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Alternative school[image: External link]

	Education reform[image: External link]

	Exceptional education[image: External link]

	Magnet Schools of America[image: External link]

	Public education[image: External link]

	National Consortium for Specialized Secondary Schools of Mathematics, Science and Technology[image: External link]

	School choice[image: External link]

	Selective school[image: External link]

	Specialized high schools in New York City[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, Innovations in Education: Creating Successful Magnet Schools Programs, Washington, D.C., 2004.


	
^ ed.gov[image: External link]


	
^ Charles T. Clotfelter. After Brown: The Rise and Retreat of School Desegregation. Princeton University Press, 2004.


	
^ Diane Ravitch. The Troubled Crusade: American Education, 1945-1980[image: External link]. Basic Books, 1984.


	
^ a b Lange, C. M. & Sletten, S. J. (2002, February). Alternative education: A brief history and research synthesis (Project FORUM). Alexandria, VA: National Association of State Directors of Special Education. Retrieved March 2, 2009, projectforum.org[image: External link]


	
^ Lange and Sletten (2002), p. 4


	
^ "Super Highs Sought: Estes Unveils Plan for Specialty Schools." The Dallas Morning News[image: External link], 29 August 1971.


	
^ Magnet Schools of America (2007). Magnet schools in America: A brief history. Retrieved February 20, 2009, magnet.edu[image: External link]


	
^ Ciotti, Paul (16 March 1998). "Money And School Performance: Lessons from the Kansas City Desegregation Experiment"[image: External link]. Cato Institute. Retrieved 26 February 2012.


	
^ Oberholtz, Chris. "Missouri strips Kansas City School District of accreditation"[image: External link]. KCTV5. Retrieved 26 February 2012.


	
^ U.S. Department of Education. Magnet school assistance. Retrieved February 27, 2009, ed.gov[image: External link]


	
^ Magnet Schools of America. About MSA. Retrieved February 27, 2009, www.magnet.edu


	
^ a b c "Principal's tough love, high expectations gets kids into college"[image: External link]. CNN[image: External link]. July 22, 2009. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ Goldring, Ellen; Smrekar, Clare (2002). "Magnet Schools: Reform and Race in Urban Education". Taylor and Francis Publishing. 76: 13–15 – via JSTOR.


	
^ Le, Chinh; Frankenberg, Erica (2008). "The Post-Parents Involved Challenge: Confronting Extralegal Obstacles to Integration". Ohio State Law Journal. 69: 1015–1072.


	
^ Orfield, Gary; Frankenberg, Erica (2013). Educational Delusions? : Why Choice Can Deepen Inequality and How to Make Schools Fair. University of California Press. p. 118.


	
^ André-Bechely, Lois (2010). "The Goals of a Voluntary Integration Program and the Problems of Access: A Closer Look at a Magnet School Application Brochure". Equity & Excellence in Education: 302–315 – via Taylor and Francis Group.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	Orfield, Gary (University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] professor and co-director of the Civil Rights Project) "Alternatives to School Segregation in the US: The Case of Magnet Schools[image: External link]" ("Alternatives a la segregació escolar als Estats Units: el cas de les magnet schools"/"Alternativas a la segregación escolar en Estados Unidos: el caso de las magnet schools"). Debats d'Educació. (Archive of profile[image: External link]" ("Alternatives a la segregació escolar als Estats Units: el cas de les magnet schools"/"Alternativas a la segregación escolar en Estados Unidos: el caso de las magnet schools"). Debats d'Educació. (Archive of profile[image: External link]). -- Profile in Catalan[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link]), Profile in Spanish[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link]).

	
Video in English[image: External link], at YouTube[image: External link]


	
Audio in English[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link])

	
Audio in Catalan[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link]) (Catalan)


	
Complete text[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link] ( Archive[image: External link]). (Catalan)









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Magnet Schools of America[image: External link], The National Association of Magnet and Theme-Based Schools (U.S.)

	Mac Donald, Heather (Spring 1999). "How Gotham's Elite High Schools Escaped the Leveller's Ax"[image: External link]. City Journal. Retrieved 13 June 2015.

	
U.S. Department of Education[image: External link] resources:

	Creating and Sustaining Successful K–8 Magnet[image: External link]

	Innovations in Education: Successful Magnet High Schools[image: External link]

	Innovations in Education: Creating Successful Magnet School Programs[image: External link]

	Magnet Schools Assistance[image: External link]







TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Magnet schools[image: External link]

	Public education in the United States[image: External link]

	School types[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 7 February 2017, at 04:25.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Magnet School: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnet_school [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Magnet_school [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Art areas

	2 History

	3 Demographics

	4 Admissions patterns

	5 Notable alumni

	6 Presidential Scholars in the Arts

	7 References

	8 Notes

	9 Further reading

	10 External links





High School for the Performing and Visual Arts





Coordinates[image: External link]: 29.7372°N 95.3883°W[image: External link]

High School for the Performing and Visual Arts (HSPVA or PVA) is a secondary school[image: External link] located at 4001 Stanford Street in the Montrose[image: External link] district of Houston, Texas[image: External link]. The school is a part of the Houston Independent School District[image: External link].

The school educates grades nine through twelve. The school is divided into six departments: instrumental music, vocal music, dance, theater (including technical theater), visual arts, and creative writing (new to the 2011-2012 school year). Visual Arts was formed by the merging of what were formerly separate art and media departments. Students are required to enroll in the school under only one art area. Applicants can audition for more than one department and may be accepted for multiple departments but when accepted must choose one. At the end of every semester students complete a re-audition or portfolio review which does not determine whether or not they return to the school; re-auditions serve as part of the final grade for each art area.[1]

Students who fail classes (Both academic and art area) are placed on art area probation which makes them ineligible to participate in art area activities. If a student repeatedly fails his or her art area or academics he will most likely be removed from the school.

HSPVA was placed as the top school in the Greater Houston Area by Children at Risk[image: External link]'s 2009 annual ranking of high schools,[2] and it still remains on the top ten list in 2012. Since 2003, HSPVA has had eight students named US Presidential Scholars in the Arts (Presidential Scholars Program[image: External link]) by the US Department of Education[image: External link] as selected by the National YoungArts Foundation ( YoungArts[image: External link]).[3]

HSPVA does not automatically take in students from the surrounding neighborhood; the surrounding neighborhood is zoned to Lamar High School[image: External link].[4]
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 Art areas




There are six art areas: vocal music, instrumental music, dance, theatre, visual art, and creative writing. There are subdivisions within some of these art areas. Instrumental Music breaks down into band, orchestra, jazz, mariachi, and piano. Theatre breaks down into musical theatre, acting, and technical theatre. A creative writing department was added in the 2011-2012 school year, raising questions about HSPVA's size and whether the current building will be able to house a new department.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 History




HSPVA was established in 1971.[5] The HISD Office of Board Services had, by January 1971, received letters written by art organizations in Houston. Those letters advocated for the creation of an arts magnet school.[6] The motion to establish this school was passed unanimously by the HISD school board during a period when it was divided ideologically. HSPVA was not the first magnet school in the U.S. but it was technically the first magnet school in Houston; this status was mistakenly attributed to River Oaks Elementary School[image: External link]
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