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Preface


 


 


Dear reader


 


In this ebook you will meet one of the most beautiful environmental texts ever written. It was elaborated based on the oration spoken by Chief Seattle, patriarch of the Duwamish and Suquamish Indians to Isaac Stevens, governor of the Washington Territory, at the site of the present metropolis of Seattle, where the great chief responds to the U.S. government's proposal to purchase their territory in 1854. 


 


Know the historical context, the characters of this negotiation and its outcome. In addition to breathtaking images of North American landscape that illustrate the richness of the words of the chief Seattle.


 


Much more than a letter, this text is a lesson of love to the nature, to its creator and to the man himself, be it white, red, black, of any color or any race.


 


 


Good reading
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INTRODUCTION



The historical context 


 


In the mid-19th century, many regions of the western United States were occupied by indigenous people from various ethnic groups. At the same time, waves of European immigrants came to the country in search of a new life and, together with the settlers established, occupied the land west of the United States.


 


To accommodate the white people in the territory already occupied by the natives, the US government signed several treaties with the Indians in order to move them to a territorial reservation. One of these treaties was signed at Point Elliot. 
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The Treaty of Point Elliott of 1855 is the lands settlement treaty between the United States government and the nominal Native American tribes of the greater Puget Sound region in the recently formed Washington Territory (March 1853), one of thirteen treaties between the U.S. and Native Nations in what is now Washington.
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