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AUTHOR’S NOTE


In 1998, after forty-six years of good health, I was diagnosed with Hodgkins Lymphoma which came as tumours in my neck. I was cured by Radiotherapy, but it came back again in 2000. I was again given Radiotherapy for a tumour behind the globe of my right eye. In 2002 I found three large and aggressive tumours under my shoulder blade, in my lung and in my spleen. This time I was given Chemotherapy and that seems to have done the trick as the cancer has been dormant since. During the second cancer, I looked for a video to help me understand visually what it was all about. I hated the leaflets and booklets as they were full of jargon. What I needed was a video I could watch that explained it simply. There were videos out there, but they too were full of doctors explaining it in third party terms so, being the way I am, I made my own video, now a DVD. The idea was to film all my Radiotherapy and Chemo treatments with me presenting the film, and speaking from the heart as a patient as I went through it. It was all filmed live and I showed the most intimate bits, positive and negative, to show people, from the viewpoint of a patient, that it isn’t all doom and gloom. Where there was gloom, I explain how I felt and why I think I felt that way. I always had the intention of giving the film away for free, and so after completing it that’s what I started to do. However, money is tight and I now only give them away when requested. I want to give every cancer patient and their family this film, and I want to help them to understand the wheres and what-fors of it all from the patient’s view. It has helped a lot of people and been endorsed as a great aid to patients by many people. Those people include doctors, nurses, consultants, celebrities, patients and families.


I am therefore donating all the royalties from this book to go to provide cancer hospitals and clinics in the UK and Ireland with copies to give away free to patients as soon as they are diagnosed. If you want to assist in providing extra copies for a hospital near you, then email me at seanboru@hotmail.com and I will let you know the company details for ordering them. They will come direct to you, and you can donate them to the hospital with my compliments. I have struck a deal that makes each complete DVD cost just 20p. There is a space on the back of every insert where, if you want to, you can have your details, or your company details recorded as the sponsor. During 2010 I will be at many sporting matches raising more funds to donate more films. For a preview of the film go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sLXfcLvSH8. It is an 8-minute promo. Thank you for buying this book and helping your fellow man. I hope you are never in need of the film yourself. I will be publishing my updated biography in 2010/11, my website is updated every month and a diary of events will be available for you to see where I will be. I hope you will come along and meet me, and support some of the stars who are supporting this film as well. The website is www.seanboru.com. Now let’s get snookering!


Sean Boru, 2010




FOREWORD


I started playing snooker and billiards when I was big enough to reach the table. My dad Tom was on the committee of the social club where I started my career. When I was 14 Alex Higgins came to the club to play an exhibition match, and my love of the sport grew every minute that Alex was at the table. I played him that day, and we have been friends ever since. Snooker has become my livelihood, and I still enjoy playing and promoting the sport every day. It is a challenging sport that has both a physical and a mental side to it, and of course a great deal of patience when your opponent is milking a good run. Like so many other sports there is always the entertainment value of a great frame, especially when your opponent is just as skilled and entertaining. Being able to take the edge off the pressure of a frame, with a little bit of aimed humour, is also something that I and a lot of players appreciate.


I’ve been very blessed in my snooker career and I’ve enjoyed the travelling as well – snooker has taken to me many countries that I might never otherwise have visited. Some years ago, myself and a few other players, along with Chas and Dave, even made a record and appeared on Top of the Pops, how cool is that! It was called ‘Snooker Loopy’ and we all said at the time that the title summed up our love for the game. I’ve also been blessed with the privilege of playing and becoming friends with some awesome players. Steve Davis, Alex, Ronnie O’Sullivan, John Virgo, Ray Reardon and many more have remained great friends over the years. Today I am now privileged to say I am also friends with many of the younger and upcoming players, like Matthew Stevens for instance. That is the magic of this sport.


Up until the early 1960s, snooker was considered to be a gentleman’s sport, in that I mean a sport for the gentry and army officers. Then Alex Higgins came along and opened up the professional sport to all and sundry. I am proud of my achievements and the fact that I’m in a sport that I can play until I’m 90 and still enjoy. Boxers, footballers and athletes don’t have that privilege, and I for one am grateful that I do.


I fully support any efforts that promote this wonderful sport, and this book by Sean Boru is a superb example of how to do just that. I’ve known Sean a few years now and I always enjoy his writing. This book is full of great sportsmen, their achievements, facts about the game, wonderful anecdotes and an enthralling list of historic facts that even I didn’t know.


I would like to thank you for keeping the sport alive and supporting it. As a reader and a fan you are the very person that players like me play the game for. I hope you will continue to support the sport, keep going to see the matches and exhibitions and pass on your love to the next generation. Who knows, you may even be the next Higgins, O’Sullivan or White yourself, or they may be your children. Enjoy the facts and the anecdotes and keep the faith.


Jimmy White MBE, 2010




A HISTORY OF THE GAME


A game similar to croquet and ‘Pallo à Maglio’ was first played in royal palaces and parks as early as 1430 in the reign of King Henry VI. It was played using a billiard club and a ball on a manicured lawn. From this game billiards was developed in the form of ‘Pool Games’. Billiards as a name is, it is suggested, derived from the French word ‘Billart’ which was a mace-style weapon, from which the design of the billiard club emerged. This club was a 3ft stick with a chain at the bottom attached to a metal ball; the player swung the chain and ball to hit the balls on the lawn and potted them into holes. The Chinese warlords also had a similar game as far back as the ninth century although they used balls made from stone and jade.


There is a lot of speculation about the origins of billiards as nothing of any value is documented until around the middle of the seventeenth century. Probably the most authentic and detailed account is The Compleat Gamester by Charles Cotton, published in 1674. According to Cotton, billiards was a class sport played throughout Europe, and it was most popular in England where many of the larger towns had public tables, mainly in gentlemen’s clubs and gambling houses. Cotton drew an illustration showing an oblong table with six pockets – it was much the same as modern tables, albeit slightly smaller in size.


Around the beginning of the eighteenth century billiards was quite different to our modern game. It was played with only two balls which were then pushed along the table by a cue called a ‘Mace’ or ‘Mast’. The game changed a lot in that century and by 1710 the balls were improved to effect a better flow. Balls were by then made from ivory and replaced the unpredictable wooden balls. An ivory arch, called the ‘Port’ was positioned on the table where, today, we place the rack. An ivory peg called the ‘King’ was then placed on another spot at the far end of the table. The rules were to pot your opponent’s ball while keeping your own ball out of the pocket. The pocket in this version of the game was called a ‘Hazard’ and was an obstacle you had to avoid. Points were gained by passing the ball through the ‘Port’ or hitting the ‘King’. A full game was five frames played by daylight or three frames by candlelight. Originally it was played on a smooth wooden board. The cloth covering of tables started in about 1650. In 1734, Cotton’s fifth edition book of the game said that the ‘Port’ and ‘King’ had been taken out of play, and he mentions cues for the first time.


A 1775 publication of the rules of billiards was called Hoyle’s Games. This book tells of the introduction of a red ball in a new version of the game which had quickly become popular in parts of Europe. This version Hoyle referred to as ‘Caram’ which was often also referred to as ‘Carambole’. The red ball was the ‘Carom’, and was in affect the origin of the cannon ball. This version had the red placed on what is now the ‘Pyramid Spot’. The players had to shoot from the baulk spot, and you weren’t allowed to play back into the baulk, as in the present rules. Both the white and red ball had to be re-spotted after they were potted, but the rules stated that each player only had the one shot, so making a break wasn’t possible. The introduction of the red ball according to Hoyle came from the French; they are also accredited with the design of a table with six pockets. The French then changed the rules again and took out the pockets, and what they were left with was the cannon game which was popular in the nineteenth century.


Billiards as we know the game today was, as stated, developed in Europe before coming to England in the early nineteenth century. It was also especially popular in Germany where they played three versions of the game. With the development of the sport came new designs and sizes of table; by the time it became popular in England it was an expensive sport to support and was therefore played only by gentlemen and the aristocracy, and on tables which now had sides and pockets to catch the balls.


In India during the early days of the Raj, the army usually had a billiards table in the officers’ mess. The rules were in place by the mid-nineteenth century and the game even had a governing body. One day in 1875 at the officers’ mess in Jubbulpore, a new version of billiards was introduced by a Colonel Sir Neville Chamberlain. He simply added more coloured balls to make the game more challenging and to allow more players. Later on that year when a young officer was playing him at the new game, the officer missed a simple shot and was called a ‘snooker’. A ‘snooker’ in the British army was a new recruit and one that would make a lot of mistakes in his early career. From this incident the word spread to all the other army posts, and the new sport soon became known as ‘Snooker’.


The first rules of snooker were written and implemented in 1882 at the army headquarters in Ootacamund, India – the Billiards Association didn’t recognise the rules until 1900. They realised that the game of snooker was now as popular as billiards, and decided to welcome the new sport into the association. There are more snippets of how the game developed throughout the book.


DID YOU KNOW THAT . . . ?


A snooker cue cannot be less than 3ft in length, but there is no maximum length. The most common wood used is ash, which is often intertwined with hardwoods. Most players design and balance their own cues which are unique to them.


HE SAID WHAT?


I’ve had enough of snooker, I’m off mate!


Ronnie O’Sullivan walking out of a frame against Stephen Hendry


BRITISH WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS


The first official British World Snooker Championship took place at Camkins Hall in Birmingham in 1927 and was organised by the Billiards Association and Control Council. It was won by Joe Davis who beat fellow Englishman Tom Dennis 20–11. The prize money was £10 10s; the highest break was 60 by Albert Cope. Joe went on to win his first Billiards World Championship in 1928, along with his second Snooker World Championship that same year.


Scottish player Walter Davidson was the second world champion in 1947; he beat Fred Davis (brother of Joe) in the final 82–63.


The third world snooker champion was Fred Davis – he ironically beat Walter Davidson 82–63 in 1948. Then in the following year he again beat Davidson, 80–65.


In 1952 the first foreign player won the Billiards Association and Control Council (BACC) title – he was Australian Horace Lindrum and he beat New Zealander Clark McConarchy 94–47. They were the only two entrants. It was given the title of the BA and CC championship title – the last time the title was used.


In 1952 the professional players held an alternative world championship title tournament. It came about after a dispute with the official association, the BACC. The tournament was called the World Matchplay, and the winner was Fred Davis who beat his old adversary Walter Davidson 38–35. This tournament was regarded by the players, the media and the fans as the official World Championship.


MR BROWN? OH YEAH . . . HE’S ALL WHITE!


THE QUOTES OF JIMMY BROWN NÉE WHITE


With a bit of luck, the name Jimmy Brown will be engraved on the Masters trophy at the end of next week.


The atmosphere’s great but I didn’t get the practice I would do at home.


After being distracted by The Crucible atmosphere


I have not come to Sheffield to look at the gardens near the hotel. If I didn’t think I could win the World Championship I would go and play golf badly in Spain.


Steve was fantastic in the UK Championship and if he’d played the same game in the final as he had the rest of the tournament I think he would have won it.


I think I’ve got more chance of winning the Masters now (2006), than I had when I won it in 1984.


I love playing at Wembley. It’s the only tournament in London and the only one-table event. I can’t wait to get out there.


‘NOW I’M SEEING RED,’ SAID THE CANNON!


The red ball became popular in the English version of billiards shortly before the start of the nineteenth century. By about 1815 the three-ball game version had overtaken the original game in England and was called the ‘Common Game of Billiards’. According to the new English rules, pocketing the opponent’s ball was referred to as a ‘winning hazard’. If a player lost points by pocketing his own ball, it was called a ‘losing hazard’. These rules revolutionised the popularity of billiards and the interest it created helped to develop it into another version that was the opposite to the winning game, where only losing hazards and cannons counted as points. A rule now said that a player could follow a point-winning shot with another one, and so breaks were now part of the rules. The old and the new versions combined in the 1820s to become the modern game. It was known throughout most of the nineteenth century as the ‘winning and losing game’. The 1820s popularity of billiards also encouraged the development of the sport in America. Initially it was along similar lines to the English game. The Americans devised their own version of the cannon game using four balls. The four-ball version of the game was extremely popular in America in the nineteenth century.


THE BRITISH OPEN


Final Frame Results (ranking event)
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Stephen Hendry
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Ronnie O’Sullivan
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Paul Hunter
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Ian McCulloch
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John Higgins
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Graeme Dott
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Peter Ebdon
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Jimmy White
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Stephen Hendry
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Peter Ebdon
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Fergal O’Brien
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Anthony Hamilton (autumn)
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John Higgins
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Mark J. Williams
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Stephen Hendry
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Nigel Bond
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John Higgins
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John Higgins
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Ronnie O’Sullivan
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Ronnie O’Sullivan




	

9–4




	

James Wattana
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Steve Davis
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James Wattana
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Jimmy White
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James Wattana









	

1991




	

Stephen Hendry
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Gary Wilkinson









	

1990




	

Bob Chaperon
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Alex Higgins
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Tony Meo
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Dean Reynolds
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Stephen Hendry




	

13–2




	

Mike Hallett
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Jimmy White




	

13–9




	

Neal Foulds









	

1986




	

Steve Davis




	

12–7




	

Willie Thorne
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Silvino Francisco




	

12–9




	

Kirk Stevens












ALEXANDER GORDON HIGGINS:


A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY


Alex Higgins very nearly never made it as a snooker player. Although he was said by his school teacher, Mr Walsh, to have had ‘a misspent youth playing snooker rather than attending school,’ Alex first became interested in becoming a jockey. After school he left his native Belfast for England and spent a few years at the stables of trainer Eddie Reavey in Oxfordshire, during which time Alex was nearly trampled to death by a horse he was exercising. He still managed to keep up his snooker playing though, and later on went to London where he earned a living hustling in the West End snooker halls. On his return to Belfast, Alex joined a league at the YMCA and the rest, as they say, is history.


The Second World War was barely over when Alex blew into the world on 18 March 1949 – no doubt his scream was the loudest the hospital had ever heard. Alex excelled at his sport and won many titles as an amateur, both as an individual player and as a league team player for boys’ clubs. By 1968 he was such an awesome player that he won the All-Ireland Amateur Title and the Northern Ireland Amateur Champion title, just months apart.


He grew up in a tough part of Belfast called Sandy Row, and ironically now lives back there in a new block of flats. The club where Alex started playing snooker at the age of nine is long gone, but Alex and his incredible career have made the name of the Jampot Club a legend around the world. He was always supported by his mam and dad and his three loyal sisters in his early career.
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