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In "A-B-C of Vegetable Gardening," Eben E. Rexford provides a comprehensive guide to cultivating a thriving vegetable garden, integrating practical advice with a clear, accessible literary style that resonates with novice and seasoned gardeners alike. The book touches on essential gardening techniques, from soil preparation to pest management, while also offering insights into seasonal planting schedules. Rexford's detailed instructions and illustrated examples situate the text firmly within the late 19th-century agricultural movement in America, reflecting a growing interest in self-sufficiency and organic farming practices at the time. Eben E. Rexford, an avid horticulturist and accomplished writer, has been instrumental in popularizing gardening for everyday Americans. His own experiences in agriculture, coupled with his passion for educating the public about the benefits of home gardening, led him to compile this thorough resource. Rexford's deep understanding of plant care, combined with a desire to share knowledge, shapes the informative yet approachable tone of this book. For anyone looking to embark on a vegetable gardening journey, Rexford'Äôs "A-B-C of Vegetable Gardening" is an indispensable resource. Its practical advice, grounded in a rich historical context, makes it a perfect guide for both aspiring gardeners and those seeking to deepen their understanding of vegetable cultivation.
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In "Flowers and Flower-Gardens," David Lester Richardson presents a harmonious blend of horticultural knowledge and literary artistry. The book serves as both a practical guide and an aesthetic exploration, richly weaving together the scientific aspects of botany with lyrical descriptions of nature'Äôs splendor. Richardson utilizes a picturesque literary style, characterized by vivid imagery and personal anecdotes, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the beauty of flower cultivation while reflecting on the philosophical implications of gardening. Embedded within the Victorian context, this work echoes the era's romantic ideals and its burgeoning interest in nature and self-sufficiency, making it a significant contribution to gardening literature. David Lester Richardson, an avid botanist and passionate gardener, often drew inspiration from his own experiences working in gardens and studying flora. His background in poetry and literary criticism is evident throughout the text, revealing how deeply intertwined his love for nature and artistry truly are. Richardson's contemplative approach to writing reflects the Victorian era's fascination with the natural world, as he sought to inspire others to find joy and solace in cultivating their own green spaces. "Flowers and Flower-Gardens" is an essential read for gardening enthusiasts, poets, and anyone seeking a deeper connection to nature. Richardson'Äôs eloquent prose not only educates but also invites readers to partake in the therapeutic benefits of gardening. This book encourages a dialogue between the individual and the environment, advocating for a harmonious existence that resonates long after the last page is turned.
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In "Amateur Gardencraft: A Book for the Home-Maker and Garden Lover," Eben E. Rexford presents a comprehensive guide designed to inspire and educate both novice and seasoned gardeners. The literary style is accessible and engaging, often interspersed with vivid descriptions and practical advice. Rexford'Äôs work is contextually situated within the broader movement of late 19th-century gardening literature that sought to make horticulture approachable for the average person, reflecting the era's growing interest in domestic gardening as a form of leisure and personal expression. The book covers topics ranging from garden design and plant selection to seasonal planting techniques, all while emphasizing the therapeutic benefits of gardening and the importance of cultivating a personal sanctuary in the home garden. Eben E. Rexford was an esteemed horticulturist and literary figure whose passion for gardening undoubtedly informs his writing. His extensive experience in horticulture, combined with his desire to empower home-makers and gardening enthusiasts, led him to pen this invaluable resource. Drawing from his deep appreciation for nature, Rexford elucidates the joy of gardening as a communal and individual endeavor, making it a cornerstone of personal well-being. Readers seeking to enrich their gardening practices or to cultivate a deeper connection with nature will find "Amateur Gardencraft" indispensable. The book not only serves as a practical manual but also fosters a profound appreciation for the art and craft of gardening, encouraging individuals to pursue their passion for horticulture confidently.
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In "The Book of Town & Window Gardening," Frances A. Bardswell delves into the art of cultivating green spaces within urban environments, offering practical guidance and innovative ideas for amateur gardeners. The book is a rich tapestry of descriptive prose and accessible instruction, aligning itself with the burgeoning trend of urban horticulture in the early 20th century. Bardswell emphasizes the significance of greenery in city life, beautifully blending horticultural knowledge with personal anecdotes and reflections, making the text both informative and deeply engaging for readers aspiring to enhance their concrete surroundings with nature. Frances A. Bardswell, an ardent advocate for sustainable urban living, was influenced by her own experiences of city gardening and the therapeutic benefits it provided. Her background in botany, combined with a passion for environmental stewardship, prompted her to share her insights on how city dwellers can embrace gardening, regardless of limited space or resources. This duality in her expertise and lived experience lends authenticity and depth to her narrative, making her advice resonate with urban readers. This book is an essential read for anyone eager to cultivate their own green sanctuary, whether on a windowsill or in a small courtyard. Bardswell'Äôs well-rounded approach not only equips readers with the skills to succeed but also inspires them to reconnect with nature in their bustling urban lives. Highly recommended for gardening enthusiasts and novices alike,"The Book of Town & Window Gardening" serves as a timeless manual for turning urban spaces into flourishing habitats.
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In "A Woman's Hardy Garden," Helena Rutherfurd Ely presents a groundbreaking exploration of gardening tailored specifically for women in the late 19th century. With an enchanting blend of charming prose and practical guidance, Ely advocates for the cultivation of resilient plants that can thrive in various conditions, thus empowering women to create their own flourishing gardens. The book is an emblem of the period's burgeoning interest in domestic horticulture and reflects the broader cultural shifts toward women's independence and home crafting. Ely's vivid descriptions and her relatable approach make this work not only a practical manual but also a celebration of feminine strength and creativity in the gardening domain. Helena Rutherfurd Ely, a pioneering figure in horticultural literature, derived her passion for gardening from both personal experience and a profound understanding of the challenges women faced in this sphere. Coming from a well-off family, she married into a life where gardening became a retreat and means of expression. Her keen observations of nature and commitment to horticultural education led her to champion sustainable practices well before they became fashionable, making her a precursor to modern gardening philosophies. This book is highly recommended for both avid gardeners and those interested in the evolution of women's roles in the late Victorian period. Ely's vision not only provides the necessary tools for cultivating gardens but also inspires readers to embrace the joys of personal agency awash in the beauty of nature. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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MAKING THE GARDEN

The first thing to do in making a garden is to spade[3] up the soil [1q]to the depth of a foot.

The second thing to do is to work this spaded-up soil over and over until it is thoroughly pulverized.

The third thing to do is to add to it whatever fertilizer you decide on using. This may be old, well-rotted manure[1] from the cow-yard, if you can get it, for it is the ideal fertilizer for nearly all kinds of plants. But if you live in city or village the probabilities are that you will be obliged to make use of a substitute. Bone meal[2]—the finely ground article—is about as good as anything I know of for amateur use. The amount to use will depend on the condition of the soil to which you apply it. If of simply ordinary richness, I would advise a teacupful of the meal to a yard square of ground. If the soil happens to be poor, a large quantity should be used. It is not possible to say just how much or how little, because no two soils are exactly alike. One can decide about this when he sees the effect of what has been used on the plants whose cultivation he has undertaken. I speak of using it by measure rather than by weight because the gardener will find it easier to use a cup than a set of scales.

When the soil has been thoroughly pulverized and the fertilizer has been well worked into it you are ready for sowing seed—that is, if the weather conditions are favorable. It is always advisable to wait until all danger from frost is over and the ground is warm enough to facilitate prompt germination. At the North the seed of our hardier plants can safely be put into the ground about the middle of May, but the tenderer kinds can well afford to wait until the first of June.

In sowing seed don't follow the old way of making a furrow an inch deep in the soil, by drawing the hoe-handle along it, and then covering the seed deeply. Fine seed often fail to germinate when given this treatment. Simply scatter the seed on the surface, and then sift a little fine soil over it, or press the ground down firmly with a smooth board, thus imbedding the seed in the ground to a depth that is sufficient to insure enough moisture to facilitate the process of germination.

Large seed, like that of the sweet-pea, nasturtium, mirabilis, and morning-glory can be covered with half an inch of soil.

Weeding should begin as soon as you can tell the weeds and the flowering plants apart. It is absolutely necessary to keep the beds clean if you would have good flowers. Allow weeds to remain, and in an incredibly short time they will get such a start of the other plants in the bed that these will have received a check from which it will take them a long time to recover, when given an opportunity to do so by the removal of the enemy. There can be no compromise between weeds and flowering plants. One must give way to the other, and weeds will have it all their own way [2q]if given the ghost of a chance.

Every gardener should be the owner of a wheelbarrow, a hoe, a spade, an iron rake, a watering-pot, and a weeding-hook[4]. The last, which will cost ten or fifteen cents, will enable you to destroy as many weeds in half an hour as you could pull in half a day by hand, and it will leave the soil in as light and porous a condition as would result from going over it with rake or hoe.
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MAKING A LAWN

Most home-makers labor under the impression that it would be useless for them to undertake the making of a lawn, thinking it requires the knowledge and experience of the professional gardener to make such an undertaking successful. This is where they make a mistake. Anybody can make a lawn that will afford a great deal of pleasure [3q]if he sets about it, provided he is willing to do some hard work.

The first thing to do is to make the surface of the ground level. This can be done by the use of spade and hoe. Take off the tops of the hillocks, if there happens to be any, and fill the hollows with the soil thus obtained.

When you have a fairly even surface, go over it with an iron-toothed rake and make it fine and mellow. It is very important that all stones and rubbish of every kind should be removed if you want a good sward.

After reducing the soil to the necessary degree of fineness, add whatever fertilizer to it you propose to make use of, and then go over the ground again with the rake and work this fertilizer in thoroughly. It is necessary to have it evenly distributed. If it is not, there will be patches where the grass will be thick and luxuriant, and others where it will be scanty and poor. Such a result should be guarded against by working the fertilizer into the soil so evenly that no part of it will be without its proper share.

Then you are ready for sowing the seed.

The seed to sow is the very best kind in the market. This will cost you a little more than the inferior kind that is offered each season, but it is worth a good deal more, and it is what you must have if you would make your lawn a thing of beauty. Procure it from some reliable dealer who makes a specialty of "lawn-grass mixtures."

If you tell the dealer the size of your lawn and ask how much seed you will need, he will give you what he considers a fair estimate. I would advise you to double the amount, for this reason: a thickly seeded lawn will have the appearance, by the middle of the first season, of a lawn a year or two old. And because of the thickness of the grass it will be better able to stand the effect of drought and heat. You will find that the extra money invested in seed was a wise investment, and you will never have cause to regret making it.

Sowing seems, to the amateur gardener, a matter of so little importance that it requires no special attention. All there is to do is to scatter the seed over the ground. But nine out of ten amateurs who do the work with this idea in mind will speedily discover their mistake. When the grass comes up thickly here and there, with vacant places between, they will come to the conclusion that sowing grass seed evenly isn't the easiest thing in the world, for the seed is so light that the slightest puff of air will blow it away, and some will settle where you want it to, and some will lodge where other seed has already lodged, and the result will be very unsatisfactory. In order to prevent such a condition of things as far as possible, I would advise sowing from north to south, and then from east to west. Do this on a still, damp day, if possible, and hold your hand close to the ground as you scatter the seed. Don't attempt to broadcast it, as you may have seen some gardener do, but be content to scatter it over a small portion of soil each time you sow a handful of it. By doing this you will prevent most of it from being blown away.
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