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			FOREWORD

			On a fateful Wednesday afternoon, everything around me seemed to be moving fast, like I was living in a slower dimension than everyone else, but I wasn’t bothered at all. My reluctance to attend a church programme a friend had invited me to could be seen in my sluggishness as I dragged my feet to meet him. It had been a hectic day, and I would have preferred to take a break, but it was more difficult to turn down the invitation because I had committed myself with my words to attend the programme. At that instant, the passing of time seemed like my only salvation from my dilemma. Patiently and seemingly unperturbed by the lateness I had caused him, my friend, who was determined to take me with him, had the last smile as we finally approached the venue for the meeting. 

			I had barely sat in the programme for five minutes when my countenance brightened. This was not a regular church programme. It was an interactive non-denominational Bible studies programme where members of the audience were also given an opportunity to take to the pulpit for a few minutes, preach the gospel from a designated portion of the Bible and be corrected where necessary. It was a place where believers could put aside doctrinal differences and look into the Bible for their souls’ salvation and nothing more. More so, it was a training ground where people could gain the needed knowledge and confidence to carry out the great commission of taking the gospel to the ends of the earth. The atmosphere was exhilarating, and in the spur of the moment, I raised my hand, indicating that I would like to contribute to the day’s discourse. The pause and stare from the crowd gave me a hunch that I had done something unusual, but it didn’t matter because the moderator gave me an opportunity to preach for a few minutes. At the end of my message, he said with a smile, “that was a good message, but you would have to come earlier if you would like to share next time because we select those who would share for the day at the beginning of the programme.” The moderator, who was also the organiser, was Mr Nsikan Johnny, the author of this book, and that programme is where our paths crossed. Twelve years down the line and in a divine twist of fate, we have grown from being strangers to brothers in the ministry, and all this while, Mr Nsikan Johnny has not stopped employing ingenious ways to enhance Bible studies and Bible teaching. 

			One of the struggles many Christians face in the study of the Bible is the ability to notice specific necessary information in each chapter and verse of the scripture. Some believers limit themselves to selected parts of the Bible; they fail to cultivate a taste for the Bible’s complete content. The reason for this problem could be a lack of proper Bible study methods or a lack of motivation. Others who are motivated or are passionate about studying the Bible may lose track of the many characters, places, or symbols they come across as they study a chapter of the Bible. They may also find it challenging to connect the dots and grasp or understand the context of a passage and its intended meaning. The Bible should not merely be owned but known in its entirety. Only when the word of God is known can it be believed and obeyed. 

			Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy through Questions and Answers is one of the tools Mr Nsikan Johnny has created to aid Bible studies. One thing that fascinates me about the book is that it makes the reader study every chapter of the Bible in two directions; the forward and reverse directions. The chapter of the book of the Bible at the beginning of each chapter of this book is the first point of contact for the reader which they have to read and understand what is contained in the chapter. Following that are questions about the chapter and answers at the end of the questions, with which the reader would test their knowledge of what they had read in that chapter. These questions and answers segment presents the reader with problems which points them back to the Bible for confirmation or further studies (the reverse direction). The approach to Bible studies presented in this book is remarkable as it will take its reader a step above regular Bible reading to be fully grounded in the details of the events and messages in the scriptures. No Christian can afford to be ignorant of the word of God; it is crucial that we are well-informed and versed in the scriptures. This book is a treasure chest that contains truth and knowledge of the scriptures that is perhaps unknown to you. 

			Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy through Questions and Answers lives up to its title; it will enhance an easy understanding of the Bible and get the reader’s attention to the tiniest of details. This book is a tool that can challenge your knowledge of the scripture, serve as a Bible study guide and reveal vital information that might have been overlooked or missed in the course of your study of the scriptures. It will also make it easy for you to have the word of God at your fingertips. I believe this book will make a valuable contribution to your ability to study and comprehend the scripture; I heartily commend it.

			Benjamin E. Ifon

				
	
		
			PREFACE

			Every believer’s desire should be to know God intimately. But this knowledge is not gotten on a platter; we have a role to play. The role is a constant study and application of the word of God. The need to encourage people to study the Bible with an emphasis on salvation is highly essential. The word of God is the only veritable manual for navigating this world full of darkness and ungodliness; hence, there is a need for flexible ways to be designed for studying the Bible without sacrificing its truth. I took on the project of writing and publishing this book in a bid to solve a problem I once faced in my Bible teaching campaign. I am an advocate for the holistic study of the Bible, and I bring people together weekly to study the Bible. I encourage a chapter-by-chapter systematic study of the Bible where every member of my Bible studies group is required to study one chapter of the Bible daily, in an alternating pattern of two Old Testament chapters before a New Testament chapter. My goal is for people to study the Bible completely without omitting any chapter or verse because “All Scripture is God breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the person of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16–17.)

			One of the methods I employ to make people pay more attention to Bible studies in a fun way is Bible quizzes. These Bible quizzes were meant to test people’s knowledge of the chapters of the Bible they had read for a period of time. As a result, the questions had to come from every chapter that was read and had to be arranged chronologically, according to the chapters of the Bible. The plan seemed good to me, and everything was going on fine until it was time to source for questions. I searched the internet for Bible quiz questions and found many, but not as comprehensive as I needed, so I took up the task of setting questions from each chapter I read from the Bible to use for the quiz competitions. I began setting the questions from the book of Jeremiah in the early months of 2020, and I am still setting them at this moment. I intend to continue setting these questions until every chapter of every book of the Bible is covered. When I realised how many questions I had in store after setting the questions for a period, I decided that the questions be immortalised in the form of a book beginning from the book of Jeremiah so that others may benefit from my work and not suffer what I suffered.

			This book is helpful for personal Bible studies, for educating others about the Bible and as a source of questions for Bible quiz competitions. Through my experience, I have realised that the benefits of studying the Bible through questions and answers are immense. You may scan through a chapter of the Bible and have a general understanding of what you read, but questions from that chapter would awaken your consciousness to the details you may not have taken note of. This consciousness will make you pay closer attention to details while studying and aid your memory to be more retentive regarding what you have studied. I can assure you that you will hardly go through a chapter or two in this book without observing the book’s relevance to an in-depth understanding of the Bible.

			Apart from its salvation and educational values, the book also serves as a template for understanding the patterns of quiz questions used for the SMNI New Disciples programme – another programme which God laid in my heart to establish. New Disciples is an offspring of a Mother Christian organisation – Salvational Manual Network Initiative. It is a programme that brings contestants together, and the major events in the programme are Bible quizzes and preaching by contestants. The questions asked in the New Disciples programme follow the pattern of the questions in this book, and contestants and observers alike would understand and enjoy the programme better if they had read this book. Possible preaching topics from every chapter are also highlighted in this book in the form of hints that the readers should elaborate on. You can find the commentaries to the hints in my Topical Exegesis series.

			As you go through this book, you should allow the Holy Spirit to shape your life and transform you to be a Christian approved by God. I challenge you to this new approach to studying the Bible and encourage you to embrace the pattern individually, as a family, as a school or as a Christian fellowship.

				
	
		
			INTRODUCTION

			No one can successfully follow Christ without understanding His earthly life, ministry and teachings. To have that understanding, one must be conversant with the Gospels – the part of the Bible that records the bulk of what Jesus began to teach and do. The Gospel of Matthew is one such record which gives us a glimpse into a significant part of the earthly life of our Saviour and Lord. 

			A close look at the Gospel according to Matthew shows that the writer gave much attention to Jesus’ teachings. From Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, which occupied three chapters of the Book of Matthew, to Jesus’ parables about the Kingdom and His teachings about end times and His second coming, we can see Him teaching with an authority that had never been seen before. Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy Through Questions and Answers for the Book of Matthew aims to make Matthew’s Gospel, which is an integral part of the map or direction manual for our Christian journey, interesting to study and easy to understand.

			Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy Through Questions and Answers for the Book of Matthew is not just about asking the reader questions and providing answers; it also engages the reader in preaching and commentary exercises. In the book, you will come across exercises where passages from the Bible are given for the reader to read and preach or comment on them. The reader is expected to prepare their comments and then crosscheck with the hints provided at the end of each chapter. The hints for the portion are just guides; when readers or participants read the Bible portions, they may find out messages which are not part of the hints provided in the book. We rejoice, knowing that we have stirred up a desire to study the Bible further than what is provided in the book. However, readers and group participants should ensure that any message they bring out from the Bible passages focuses on salvation.

			The reader is advised to read the Bible portions at the beginning of each chapter and then attempt the questions without looking at the answers. Answers to questions are placed at the end of the chapters. This is to help the reader concentrate on answering the questions before going to the answers. 

			As you go through the exercises in this book, may the Holy Spirit guide you in Jesus’ name.

			The different kinds of questions in this book are: 

			
			
			1. Regular questions: These questions are labelled according to their difficulty levels as “a”, “b”, “b1”, “b2” and “c”, where “a” questions are the simplest and “c” questions are the most difficult. 

			2. Context questions: These questions are labelled “CTX” but simpler contexts are labelled “CTXs”. 

			3. “Complete the following”: A verse of the Bible will be given, and the reader is expected to quote the following verse or verses. These questions are labelled according to their difficulty levels as “CPA”, “CPB”, and “CPC”, where “CPA” is the simplest and “CPC” is the most difficult. Where the reader is expected to quote more than a verse, the number of verses to be quoted will be added to indicate that. For example, a CPB question with two verses to be quoted will be labelled as “CPB2”, and a CPC question with three verses to be quoted will be labelled “CPC3”. 

			4. Tie questions: These are questions that are intended for use in a quiz competition to break ties between contestants. They are labelled as “Tie”. 

			5. Commentary or Preaching questions: These questions offer the Bible verses from which the reader is required to preach or write a commentary. They are labelled as “CMA”, “CMB”, and “CMC”, according to how easy it is to draw a salvation message from the given Bible passage. Questions labelled “CMA” are the easiest, while “CMC” are the most difficult. 

			Note: Some answers have sections that are demarcated with brackets. These brackets indicate that the enclosed part is additional information, which, whether said or not, does not affect the answer.

				
	
		
			CHAPTER 1

			MATTHEW CHAPTER 1

			“A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3and Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed was the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah; 7and Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa; 8and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah; 10and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, 11and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the exile to Babylon. 12And after the exile to Babylon, Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13and Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, and Abihud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azzur, 14and Azzur the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Ahiam, and Ahiam the father of Elihud, 15and Elihud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, from whom was born Jesus, who is called the Messiah. 17So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the exile to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the exile to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened like this. His mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, and before they came together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And Joseph, her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example, intended to put her away secretly. 20But when he thought about these things, look, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to yourself Mary, your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21And she will bring forth a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22Now all this has happened, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 23‘Look, the virgin will conceive and bear a son, and they will call his name Immanuel;’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’ 24And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took his wife to himself; 25and had no marital relations with her until she had brought forth a son; and he named him Jesus.”

			QUESTIONS

			QUESTION 1  a

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			From whom was the beginning of the genealogy of Jesus Christ traced?

			QUESTION 2  a

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			From which of Jacob’s sons did the Messiah descend?

			QUESTION 3  a

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			From which of Judah’s sons did the Messiah descend?

			QUESTION 4  b

			According to Matthew chapter 1, apart from Mary, the mother of Jesus:

			How many women were mentioned in Jesus’ genealogy? Mention them.

			QUESTION 5  a

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			Which of David’s wives bore the son who became an ancestor of the Messiah?

			QUESTION 6  a

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			From which of Solomon’s sons did the Messiah descend?

			QUESTION 7  b1

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			How many kings are mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus? Mention five of them.

			QUESTION 8  a

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			Who is the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary?

			QUESTION 9  b

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			How many generations are there from Abraham to Jesus Christ?

			QUESTION 10  a

			According to Matthew chapter 1:

			What did Joseph intend to do when he realised Mary was pregnant?

			QUESTION 11  b

			According to Matthew chapter 1, when an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream:

			What did he ask Joseph not to be afraid to do, and why should he not be afraid?

			QUESTION 12  a

			According to Matthew chapter 1, when an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream:

			What name did he ask Joseph to name the child Mary would bear, and why?

			QUESTION 13  c

			Quote Matthew chapter 1:23 and mention where the quote can be found in the Old Testament.

			QUESTION 14  b

			According to Matthew chapter 1, after Joseph’s encounter with the angel who spoke to him about Mary, the Bible says he did as the angel had commanded:

			What did he actually do?

			QUESTION 15  b2

			Matthew chapter 1 mentions Rahab in the genealogy of Jesus:

			Where in the Bible was she first mentioned, and under what circumstance?

			QUESTION 16  b2

			Matthew chapter 1:3 says, “and Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar” 

			What was Tamar’s relationship with Judah, and what led her to sleep with Judah and bear children for him?

			QUESTION 17  CMC

			Read Matthew chapter 1:1, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			QUESTION 18  CMC

			Read Matthew chapter 1:1–17, preach or write a commentary on the passage with focus on verses 3 and 5 and with emphasis on salvation.

			QUESTION 19  CMC

			Read Matthew chapter 1:18–20, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			QUESTION 20  CMB 

			Read Matthew chapter 1:21–24, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			ANSWERS

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 1  a

			From Abraham (Matthew 1:2).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 2  a

			Judah (Matthew 1:2).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 3  a

			Perez (Matthew 1:3).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 4  b

			• Four women

			• They are:

			 1. Tamar

			 2. Rahab

			 3. Ruth

			 4. She who had been Uriah’s wife or Bathsheba (Matthew 1:3,5–6).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 5  a

			Bathsheba (Matthew 1:6)

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 6  a

			Rehoboam (Matthew 1:7).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 7  b1

			• 15 kings

			• Their names are:

			   1. David

			   2. Solomon

			   3. Rehoboam

			   4. Abijah

			   5. Asa

			   6. Jehoshaphat

			   7. Joram

			   8. Uzziah

			   9. Jotham

			 10. Ahaz

			 11. Hezekiah

			 12. Manasseh

			 13. Amon

			 14. Josiah

			 15. Jeconiah (Matthew 1:6–11).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 8  a

			Jacob (Matthew 1:16).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 9  b

			42 generations (Matthew 1:17).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 10  a

			He intended to put her away secretly (Matthew 1:19).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 11  b

			• That he should not be afraid to take Mary as his wife

			• Because the child conceived in her was of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 12  a

			• Jesus 

			• Because He would save His people from their sins (Matthew 1:21).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 13  c

			• “Look, the virgin will conceive and bear a son, and they will call his name Immanuel;” which is translated, “God with us.” 

			• Isaiah 7:14.

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 14  b

			He took his wife to himself and had no marital relations with her until she had brought forth a son, and he named Him Jesus (Matthew 1:24–25).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 15  b2

			• Joshua chapter 2

			• When Joshua sent spies to Jericho, they lodged in her house and/or she hid the spies when the king of Jericho’s men came looking for them.

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 16  b2

			• She was Judah’s daughter-in-law

			• Tamar was married to Judah’s first son, Er, who died without having children, and she was then given in marriage to Judah’s second son, Onan, as the custom demanded. Onan also died, and Judah was afraid that Shelah would also die if he married her, so he deceptively sent her away with the promise of giving her Shelah, his third son when he was up to age. When she realised that Judah had deceived her, she disguised herself as a prostitute, and Judah slept with her, so she became pregnant for Judah. She eventually gave birth to a set of twins, Perez and Zerah (Genesis chapter 38). 

			HINT TO QUESTION 17  CMC

			The writer of the book of Matthew begins by introducing two key characters in the genealogy of Jesus Christ, which are Abraham and David. The record of Jesus’ genealogy in the book of Matthew proves that He is the descendant of Abraham, whom God gave the promise of a seed through whom the nations of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 22:18). It also proves that Jesus is the Messiah from the lineage of David, whom the prophets spoke about. The record of the ancestry of Jesus Christ is important because it proves that the word of God is fulfilled as He promised. Since we know that God’s promise of the Messiah is fulfilled, we should trust Him that all His promises for us will also come to pass.

			HINT TO QUESTION 18  CMC

			In most Hebrew genealogies recorded in the Bible, women were not prominently featured, but Matthew mentions some women in his record of Jesus’ ancestry, and these women happened to be Gentiles – Rahab, Tamar, and Ruth. Judging by moral standards or reputations, Rahab and Tamar should not have been in the genealogy of our Lord Jesus. Rahab was a prostitute (Joshua 2:1–5). Tamar was Judah’s daughter-in-law who disguised herself as a prostitute to have a child with Judah (Genesis chapter 38). Another key point is that God had commanded the Israelites against intermarriage with non-Israelites, but these inclusions from Matthew indicate that everyone belongs to God and can be vessels in His hands. It also shows the non-discriminatory nature of the salvation plan and the scope of the ministry of Christ. This teaches us that not only those who are Israelites by birth or those without a tainted past can have something to do with Christ. Anyone can have a connection and relationship with Him if they submit to His Lordship. Salvation is for all, irrespective of lineage or past.

			HINT TO QUESTION 19  CMC

			One thing that distinguishes God’s children from the world is the nature of God in them, the nature of love and righteousness. It is the character of righteous people to love one another and be kind, considerate, and merciful. We see these virtues in Joseph, and because of who he was, Joseph would not expose Mary to public ridicule upon realising she was pregnant when they were not yet married; he planned to send her away secretly but not without thinking over his decision. Our actions as Christians in every situation speak more about who we are than our verbal testimony. When dealing with others’ misdeeds or errors, love, mercy, and kindness should guide our decisions. Our actions and inactions should make the world see and testify that we are children of God. 

			HINTS TO QUESTION 20        CMB

			• In verse 21 of the verses under consideration, the angel told Joseph that the name of the child Mary would bear should be called Jesus because He would save His people from their sins. Verses 22 and 23 of the verses under consideration also show that Christ’s birth fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy that a virgin would conceive and bear a child, and His name would be called Immanuel, which means God is with us. God indeed came to earth in human form to save humanity from sin, for sin had altered the beautiful plans God made for man, robbed man of his dominion, and brought death upon mankind. Jesus came to save humanity from the sufferings we subjected ourselves to as a result of sin; He came to restore our lost glory and dominion over all things on earth and to reconcile us with God. Not accepting Jesus personally and living by His commands will hinder us from enjoying the benefit of His birth.

			• Joseph’s obedience to God’s instruction, through the angel, to take Mary as his wife when he found out that Mary was pregnant before they were married is commendable and worthy of emulation. Joseph had the plan of secretly sending Mary away, but he abandoned his plans and followed God’s instruction. It is the character of God’s children to place God’s word above personal desires, ambitions, or plans. In all we do in life, we ought to seek to know God’s will concerning the matter. When we seek God’s will and realise our desires oppose His will, we should not hesitate to abandon our plans and follow God’s will. To be at the centre of God’s will in all our endeavours should be our pursuit in life.

				
	
		
			CHAPTER 2

			MATTHEW CHAPTER 2

			“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, look, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 2‘Where is he who is born King of the Jews? For we saw his star in the East, and have come to worship him.’ 3And when King Herod heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he asked them where the Messiah would be born. 5And they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written through the prophet, 6 “And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are in no way least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come forth a ruler who will shepherd my people, Israel.”’ 7Then Herod secretly called the wise men, and learned from them exactly what time the star appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, ‘Go and search diligently for the young child, and when you have found him, bring me word, so that I also may come and worship him.’ 9And they, having heard the king, went their way; and look, the star which they saw in the East went before them, until it came and stood over where the young child was. 10And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11And they came into the house and saw the young child with Mary, his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered to him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12Being warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they went back to their own country another way. 13Now when they had departed, look, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.’ 14And he arose and took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt, 15and was there until the death of Herod; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’ 16Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked by the wise men, was exceedingly angry, and sent out, and killed all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding countryside, from two years old and under, according to the exact time which he had learned from the wise men. 17Then that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying, 18’A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation and weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; and she would not be comforted, because they are no more.’ 19But when Herod was dead, look, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 20’Arise and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel, for those who sought the young child’s life are dead.’ 21And he arose and took the young child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in the place of his father, Herod, he was afraid to go there. Being warned in a dream, he withdrew into the region of Galilee, 23and came and lived in a city called Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophets, that he will be called a Nazorean.”

			QUESTIONS

			QUESTION 1  a

			According to Matthew chapter 2:

			Who was the king in Judea when Jesus was born?

			QUESTION 2  a

			According to Matthew chapter 2:

			From where did wise men come to worship Jesus?

			QUESTION 3  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when the wise men met with Herod:

			What did they tell Herod that troubled him, and who else was troubled with him? 

			QUESTION 4  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when Herod heard the news that troubled him from the wise men:

			What was the first thing he did?

			QUESTION 5  c

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when Herod asked some people where the Messiah would be born:

			What did they say to him? Mention the Old Testament scripture they quoted in their reply with its chapter and verse.

			QUESTION 6  a

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when Herod secretly called the wise men:

			What did he enquire of them?

			QUESTION 7  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2, after Herod had secretly called the wise men and asked them a question:

			Where did he send them to, and what did he ask them to do?

			QUESTION 8  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when the wise men left Herod, the star which they saw in the East went before them:

			Where did the star stop, and what was their reaction when they saw the star?

			QUESTION 9  a

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when the wise men first saw Jesus:

			What was the first thing they did?

			QUESTION 10  a

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when the wise men saw Jesus:

			How many gifts did they give to Him? Mention them. 

			QUESTION 11  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2:

			How many wise men went to visit Jesus? 

			QUESTION 12  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2:

			What message did the wise men receive in a dream, and what did they do after receiving it? 

			QUESTION 13  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2:

			What message did Joseph receive in a dream when he was in Judea, and what did he do after receiving the message? 

			QUESTION 14  b1

			Matthew chapter 2:15 says, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

			Mention where the above quote can be found in the Old Testament.

			QUESTION 15  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2:

			Why was Herod exceedingly angry?

			QUESTION 16  c

			Matthew chapter 2:17 says, “Then that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled…”

			What happened that fulfilled Jeremiah’s prophecy, and what was the prophecy? Mention where the prophecy can be found in the Old Testament.

			QUESTION 17  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt:

			What did the angel tell Joseph?

			QUESTION 18  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2:

			Who reigned in Judea after the death of Herod, and how was he related to Herod?

			QUESTION 19  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when Joseph returned from Egypt with the baby Jesus, he was afraid to go to Judea:

			Why?

			QUESTION 20  b

			According to Matthew chapter 2, when Joseph returned from Egypt with the baby Jesus, he was afraid to go to Judea:

			Which city did he live in, and what words of the prophets were fulfilled by his movement to that city?

			QUESTION 21  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 2:1–2, 10–11, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			QUESTION 22  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 2:2–8,16, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			QUESTION 23  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 2:8–12, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation. 

			QUESTION 24  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 2:12–23, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation. 

			QUESTION 25  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 2:3–6, 14–15, 18, 22–23, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			ANSWERS

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 1  a

			Herod (Matthew 2:1).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 2  a

			From the East (Matthew 2:1).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 3  b

			• He was troubled when he heard the wise men saying, “Where is he who is born King of the Jews? For we saw his star in the East, and have come to worship him.” 

			• All Jerusalem (Matthew 2:2–3).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 4  b

			He gathered all the Chief Priests and scribes of the people or teachers of the law to ask them where the Messiah would be born (Matthew 2:4).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 5  c

			• They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written through the prophet, 6’And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are in no way least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come forth a ruler who will shepherd my people, Israel.’” (Matthew 2:5–6.)

			• The Old Testament scripture they quoted was Micah 5:2.

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 6  a

			The exact time the star appeared (Matthew 2:7).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 7  b

			• He sent them to Bethlehem 

			• He asked them to go and search diligently for the young child and bring him word when they had found him (so that he may also go and worship him) (Matthew 2:8).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 8  b

			• The star stopped where the young child was

			• They rejoiced exceedingly (Matthew 2:9–10).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 9  a

			They fell down and worshipped Him (Matthew 2:11).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 10  a

			• Three gifts

			• Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh (Matthew 2:11).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 11  b

			The number was not mentioned in the Bible.

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 12  b

			• The message was that they should not return to Herod 

			• They returned to their own country (another way) (Matthew 2:12).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 13  b

			• Joseph was told in a dream, “Arise and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.” 

			• He took the young child and his mother (by night) and departed into Egypt (Matthew 2:13–14).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 14  b1

			Hosea 11:1.

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 15  b

			He realised that he had been mocked by the wise men (Matthew 2:16).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 16  c

			• The killing of all the male children from 2 years old and below in Bethlehem and the surrounding countryside as ordered by Herod 

			• “A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation and weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; and she would not be comforted, because they are no more.” (Matthew 2:17–18.)

			• Jeremiah chapter 31:15.

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 17  b

			The angel said to him, “Arise and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel, for those who sought the young child’s life are dead.” (Matthew 2:20.)

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 18  b

			• Archelaus

			• He was Herod’s son (Matthew 2:22).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 19  b

			Because he heard that Archelaus was reigning in the place of his father (Herod) (Matthew 2:22).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 20  b

			• The city of Nazareth 

			• That the Messiah will be called a Nazarene (Matthew 2:23).

			HINT TO QUESTION 21  CMB

			The appearance of the star to the wise men was a divine event; by the star, they understood a new king was born. When they went to Herod to seek where they could find this king, they stated their purpose of seeking the child – to worship Him. It is recorded that they fell to the ground and worshipped Him when they eventually found Him. The purpose for which the wise men sought Jesus should be the same reason anyone should seek Him. Suppose we seek Jesus because we want our problems solved, but without the inner desire to worship Him, we have missed it. Worshipping Jesus is not a superficial activity that is clothed in hypocrisy without a genuine commitment to God. When we seek Jesus, we must be ready to serve Him with all our hearts and with all we have.

			HINTS TO QUESTION 22  CMB

			• The verses in context show the unwelcoming welcome that Jesus, the Messiah, received when He was born. Herod, king of Judea, was troubled by the news of the King’s birth from the wise men, so much so that he sought to kill the child. Herod’s action was motivated by his fear of losing his throne because he must have thought the kingship of Jesus to be physical. Herod may have plotted the killing of the newborn King to ensure that he remained as the king, but his action aligned with the schemes of the kingdom of darkness to terminate the hope of salvation for humanity. People who walk in the flesh always seek to fulfil their fleshly desire. Whether they are aware of it or not, they align themselves with the schemes of the kingdom of darkness to work against the kingdom of God. The end of everyone who walks in the flesh is eternal damnation. To escape such a horrible fate, we must yield to the Spirit of God; then, we will not fulfil the desires of the flesh.

			• Herod misunderstood the kingship of Jesus to be physical. Like Herod, many Jews in those days did not understand the nature of the kingdom in which Jesus is King. Even the most devoted Jews were expecting a Messiah who would deliver them from the nations that oppressed them, but they were all wrong. Jesus’ mission was to deliver them, not just them, but the whole world, from a more deadly oppressor – the devil, for the devil is after our most prized possession – our souls. Jesus was born King, not of an already existing earthly kingdom, but the kingdom He came to establish on earth – the kingdom of God. After Jesus’ death and resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ mission became clear to those who believed. Our knowledge of Jesus’ true purpose takes away our inclination to earthly things and puts our hopes on Heavenly things. The Christians’ hope in Jesus is not mainly because we want Him to grant us a life on earth without troubles but because we want to be saved from the curse of sin and live in eternal bliss with Him when this life is over. “If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:19.)

			HINT TO QUESTION 23  CMB

			The wise men were about to leave Herod, king of Judea, whom they had approached to inquire about the location of the birth of the newborn King whose star they had seen. Herod, on his part, had found out from the religious leaders that the child would be born in Bethlehem; hence, he informed them and sent them on their way, requesting that they bring news of the location of the child’s birth to him when they had found Him. Unknown to the wise men, Herod intended to kill the child, but God instructed the wise men in a dream not to return to Herod, so they went home through another route. The wise men’s obedience to God over the request of king Herod should be an example to us that we should always put our obedience to God above man no matter the cost. 

			HINTS TO QUESTION 24  CMB

			• In the verses under consideration, we see some threatening situations that surrounded Jesus’ birth and early life and how those situations were surmounted through divine guidance. When the wise men from the East came to worship the newborn King, Herod desired them to report the baby’s location to him. The wise men, unaware of Herod’s murderous intention, would possibly have gone back to Herod to divulge the details of Jesus’ location but were divinely guided through a dream not to return to Herod. Not knowing Jesus’ exact location, Herod issued a decree that every child within the vicinity of Bethlehem and its surrounding communities from two years below be killed. Again, we see divine guidance at work when God guided Joseph through a dream to leave Bethlehem for Egypt. When it was God’s appointed time for Jesus to return to Israel, God again directed Joseph through a dream. Furthermore, we see the divine direction through a dream in Joseph’s settlement in Nazareth in Galilee. Looking at all these, we can learn that God guides His children through the storms of life. For Joseph and the wise men, God guided them through dreams; however, dreams are just one of the ways God guides people. The basic means through which God guides His people is through His word in the Bible. It should be noted that the characters in the verses under consideration obeyed God when they received the divine directions, leading them to avoid situations contrary to God’s purpose. To continuously benefit from divine guidance, we should be ready to obey God’s instructions, as recorded in the Bible. 

			• God’s protection of Jesus Christ at infancy against every situation that could have ended His life and truncated His life’s purpose teaches us that God is committed to protecting His own and nothing can kill a child of God until their purpose on earth is fulfilled. We do not need to cower in fear because of the many dangers and opposition in the world that constantly work against us. Instead, we should put pleasing God at the fore of our minds, knowing that God will guard and guide us until our assignments here on earth are done. This does not mean that believers should deliberately put themselves in harm’s way just to prove they have God’s protection. Remember that we are not to tempt the Lord our God. Let us walk circumspectly, being as wise as serpents and harmless as doves.

			• The danger that sought to consume the newborn Jesus can be likened to the danger that meets everyone born into the kingdom of God; the devil will do whatever he can to terminate the spiritual life of such a person. In some cases, it could be through persecution from one’s family, friends, society, or a combination of these. Sometimes, it could be through situations requiring us to compromise or totally give up our faith to preserve our status or secure our future. Jesus knew that following Him would not be easy; that was why He said that anyone who wishes to follow Him should be willing to forsake everything and must not be the kind who would put his hands on the plough and look back. To be successful in our Christian walk, we must be prepared to remain true to our confession no matter the cost.

			HINT TO QUESTION 25  CMB

			The verses in context contain prophecies about the Messiah, which were fulfilled when Jesus was born. God did not leave humanity without some pointers to the One He had promised to send, who would rescue the world. God has always kept those who are faithful to Him in the light regarding His plans for humanity so that they will have hope, not be worried, and not be taken unawares. He has also made it possible for these prophecies to be preserved generation after generation. The fulfilment of the prophecies about the Messiah proves that Jesus is indeed the promised Messiah and that God is faithful in keeping His promises. Today, we can clearly see that the scripture point to Jesus; everyone who has surrendered to Him can testify of the liberation from sin and the Holy Spirit in their hearts, which is a down payment of better things to come. Since we know that God is faithful in keeping His promise, let us not take those promises lightly which are yet to be fulfilled. Let us look into the scriptures with a focus on Jesus Christ because “God, having in the past spoken to the fathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2in these last days has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the ages.” (Hebrews 1:1–2.) 

				
	
		
			CHAPTER 3

			MATTHEW CHAPTER 3

			“And in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 2‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.’ 3For this is he who was spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, saying, ‘The voice of one who calls out in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his roads straight.”’ 4Now John himself wore clothing made of camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then people from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the Jordan river, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism he said to them, ‘You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Therefore bring forth fruit worthy of repentance, 9and do not think to yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” for I tell you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10“Even now the axe lies at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that does not bring forth good fruit is cut down, and cast into the fire.” 11I indeed baptize you in water for repentance, but the one who comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire.’ 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14But John would have hindered him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and you come to me?’ 15But Jesus, answering, said to him, ‘Allow it for now, for this is the fitting way for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed him. 16And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up directly from the water; and look, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming on him. 17And look, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’”

			QUESTIONS

			QUESTION 1  a

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			Where was John the Baptist preaching?

			QUESTION 2  b

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			What is John the Baptist’s first recorded message?

			QUESTION 3  b2

			Matthew chapter 3:3 says, “For this is he who was spoken of by Isaiah the prophet.”

			Who is the above passage referring to? Quote what the prophet said about the person, and mention where it can be found in the Old Testament.

			QUESTION 4  b

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			What was John the Baptist’s clothing and belt made of?

			QUESTION 5  a

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			What was John the Baptist’s food?

			QUESTION 6  b

			According to Matthew chapter 3, when John the Baptist was preaching:

			Apart from Jerusalem, mention two places from which it is recorded that people went out to him.

			QUESTION 7  CPB2

			Matthew chapter 3:7–9 says,

			“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” 

			Complete verses 8 and 9.

			QUESTION 8  CTX

			“I tell you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.”

			Give the context of the above quote: 

			Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

			QUESTION 9  a

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			What did John the Baptist say will be done to every tree that does not bring forth good fruit?

			QUESTION 10  b

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			What contrast did John the Baptist draw between his baptism and the baptism of the One who would come after him?

			QUESTION 11  b

			According to Matthew chapter 3: 

			What did John the Baptist say the One who would come after him would do to His wheat, and what would He do to the chaff?

			QUESTION 12  b

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			From where did Jesus come to John to be baptised?

			QUESTION 13  b

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			What did John the Baptist say to Jesus when Jesus came to him to be baptised?

			QUESTION 14  CTX

			“Allow it for now, for this is the fitting way for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

			Give the context of the above quote:

			Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

			QUESTION 15  b

			According to Matthew chapter 3:

			Narrate the event that took place immediately after Jesus’ baptism as He got out of the water.

			QUESTION 16  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 3:2, 7–10, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			QUESTION 17  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 3:11–12, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			QUESTION 18  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 3:13–15, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

			QUESTION 19  CMB

			Read Matthew chapter 3:16–17, preach or write a commentary on the passage with focus on verse 17 and with emphasis on salvation.

			ANSWERS

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 1    a

			In the wilderness of Judea (Matthew 3:1).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 2  b

			“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” (Matthew 3:2.)

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 3  b2

			• The passage is referring to John the Baptist

			• “The voice of one who calls out in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his roads straight.’” (Matthew 3:3.)

			• The quote can be found in Isaiah chapter 40:3.

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 4  b

			• His clothing was made of camel’s hair

			• His belt was made of leather (Matthew 3:4).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 5  a

			Locusts and wild honey (Matthew 3:4).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 6  b

			• All of Judea

			• All the region around the Jordan (Matthew 3:5).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 7  CPB2 

			“8Therefore bring forth fruit worthy of repentance, 9and do not think to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father,’ for I tell you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.” (Matthew 3:8–9.)

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 8  CTX

			• John the Baptist

			• To the Pharisees and Sadducees 

			• When he saw them come to him as he was preaching and baptising in the wilderness of Judea (Matthew 3:7–9).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 9    a

			It will be cut down and cast into the fire (Matthew 3:10).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 10    b

			John said he baptises with water for repentance, while the One who would come after him will baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire (Matthew 3:11).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 11    b

			• The person would gather His wheat to His barn

			• He would burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire (Matthew 3:12).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 12  b

			From Galilee (Matthew 3:13).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 13    b

			“I need to be baptized by you, and you come to me?” (Matthew 3:14).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 14    CTX

			• Jesus

			• To John the Baptist 

			• In response to John the Baptist, when He went to John to be baptised but John hesitated, saying Jesus should be the one to baptise him instead (Matthew 3:13–15).

			ANSWER TO QUESTION 15    b

			When Jesus went up from the water after His baptism, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and coming on Him. A voice came from the heavens saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16–17.)

			HINTS TO QUESTION 16  CMB

			• John the Baptist preached repentance to the people who came to him in the wilderness of Judea, but when he saw the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he asked them who had warned them from the wrath to come and told them not to rely on their Abrahamic descent but to bring forth fruits of repentance. His statement to them made it clear that there was a danger which could only be avoided through repentance. John’s message is still as relevant for us today as it was for John’s original audience. There is an impending destruction which God would bring upon all sinners at the end of time, and the only escape route from it is repentance and exhibiting fruits that are worthy of repentance.

			• It is a privilege for a person to have been born into a family of believers and great men of God. It is also good to identify with such a family’s historic Christian legacy, but it is most important to note that God will not judge anyone on account of their family’s legacy; each person will give an account of what they did while on earth. The Pharisees and Sadducees were Jewish religious leaders who prided themselves in their knowledge of the scriptures and held themselves in high esteem as children of Abraham. But John the Baptist told them that calling themselves children of Abraham does no good if they do not bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. Knowing that the family we are born into or our parent’s good or bad records will not enhance or hinder our acceptance by God on the last day, let us fight the good fight of faith so that we will be found worthy of eternal salvation through Jesus Christ.

			HINT TO QUESTION 17  CMB

			When he was preaching repentance in the wilderness of Judea and baptising the people with water, John the Baptist told the people that he only baptised them with water, but One will come after him who will baptise in the Holy Spirit and fire; that ‘One’ was Jesus. We can see here that there are two kinds of baptism. One is of water, and the other is of the Holy Spirit. One is done by man, but the other is done by Jesus. One would think the era of water baptism should end since the era of the baptism with the Holy Spirit had arrived, but when Jesus went to John, He submitted Himself to be baptised by John to fulfil all righteousness. Not only that, but He also commanded His disciples later on after His resurrection to preach to people and baptise them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This shows that both the water and Holy Spirit baptisms are essential for every Christian. It would therefore be wrong to say that a Christian who is filled with the Holy Spirit but is not baptised, does not need to be baptised. Submitting oneself to water baptism is obedience to our Lord Jesus and shows our humility and willingness to follow His steps.

			HINT TO QUESTION 18  CMB

			John the Baptist had preached to the people about One who is mightier than he is, who would baptise people with the Holy Spirit and fire. John knew that Jesus was greater than he was, and Jesus knew it as well, but to fulfil all righteousness, Jesus submitted Himself to be baptised by John the Baptist. This was an act of humility in obedience to the will of God the Father. Jesus continually demonstrated humility throughout His earthly life, and He has asked us to learn of Him. Humility should be engrained in the core of every believer’s personality and should be seen in all our actions. Note that humility is not a hypocritical display of piousness or a cowardly submission to forces that are against God’s will, but it is the absence of pride in our daily endeavour to do the will of God.

			HINT TO QUESTION 19   CMB

			In the verse in focus, God affirmed Jesus as His beloved Son, with a commendation that He is well pleased with Him. What would make a father so proud of his son that he can tell it to the world? For Jesus, the answer is glaring in the scriptures; He obeyed His Father to the very last detail of His word. We, too, can get such commendation from God if we follow after Jesus’ steps by being obedient to His instructions though not in the manner Jesus’ came. One might argue that Jesus was only able to get such commendation from God because He was not like any ordinary mortal. It would interest you to know that there have been others in the scriptures who have received commendations from God because of their exceptional lifestyle of commitment to Him. Some examples are Abraham in Genesis 18:19, Job in Job 1:8 and David in Acts 13:22. These were humans just like us, but they distinguished themselves in their devotion to God, and God was pleased with them. If we have the same mind Jesus had in our service to God, God will affirm that we are His children by His abiding presence with us, and He will commend us as His beloved children when He calls us to glory.

				
	
		
			CHAPTER 4

			MATTHEW CHAPTER 4

			“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was hungry afterward. 3And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’ 4But he answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”’ 5Then the devil took him into the holy city. He set him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “He will put his angels in charge of you.” and, “In their hands they will lift you up, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”’ 7Jesus said to him, ‘Again, it is written, “Do not test the Lord, your God.”’ 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory. 9And he said to him, ‘I will give you all of these things, if you will fall down and worship me.’ 10Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go away, Satan. For it is written, “You are to worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”’ 11Then the devil left him, and look, angels came and served him. 12Now when he heard that John was delivered up, he withdrew into Galilee. 13And leaving Nazareth, he came and lived in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying, 15‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 16the people who sat in darkness saw a great light, and to those who sat in the region and shadow of death, to them light has dawned.’ 17From that time, Jesus began to proclaim, and to say, ‘Repent. For the kingdom of heaven is near.’ 18And walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers: Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew, his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, ‘Come after me, and I will make you fishers of people.’ 20And they immediately left their nets and followed him. 21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22And they immediately left the boat and their father, and followed him. 23And he went about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the Good News of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness among the people. 24And the report about him went out into all Syria, and they brought to him all who were sick, afflicted with various diseases and torments, possessed with demons, and epileptics, and paralytics; and he healed them. 25And large crowds from Galilee, and Decapolis, and Jerusalem, and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan followed him.”
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