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  Introducing Multiplay Drama




  John O’Donovan




  Every year, a great number of original plays are commissioned and performed by drama schools, educational institutions, and youth, student and amateur-theatre companies. Reading them, talking to their writers, seeing them in production, we are always struck by the complexity of their themes, the invention of their storytelling and the calibre of their playwrights.




  Some of these plays are revived in professional productions – for instance, Growth by Luke Norris was first seen at the Royal Welsh College before being revised and produced on tour by Paines Plough in their pop-up theatre, Roundabout, and winning a Fringe First Award in Edinburgh – but most haven’t yet had a further life. It seems like the very raison d’être of many of these plays – the creation of large-scale complex pieces for young, large casts – has meant theatre companies, hamstrung by ever-shrinking budgets, haven’t been able to find a way to give the plays the continuing existence that they deserve.




  That’s why Nick Hern Books has created Multiplay Drama – a new series aiming to bring back to the fore some of the best plays for large casts we’ve read. Offering ten high-quality plays that originated with various drama schools and youth-theatre companies, it provides a selection of ambitious, complex, dramatic and theatrical plays with one common factor: large casts of rich, exciting characters for teenagers and young adults to perform.




  No one-person shows. No knotty two-handers. No triptychs. These are plays with big ideas and need big companies to put them across. From the relatively modest seven-hander Blue to the 75+ speaking characters in katzenmusik, these plays offer multiple perspectives and clamorous takes on some of the most important issues of today.




  In making these plays available to read and perform, we’re hoping to see a legion of other drama schools, youth theatres, student-drama societies, sixth-form colleges and amateur-theatre companies gaining ready access to the kinds of plays that interrogate both theatrical storytelling form as vigorously as they question the world we live in today. In every play in this first ‘season’ of the initiative, actors will find roles that are fleshed out and demand self-reflection, that justify their time on the stage and find their place within a larger set of characters.




  If your performance group is looking for a play that builds a post-apocalyptic world and focuses on a large group of identifiable characters navigating through a dystopian vision of Britain – we have the play for you; if you prefer a play where a Chorus comes and narrates across time zones and locations, splitting up voices to tell a fragmented story – we have the play for you; if you want to wonder what it’s like to spend every day in a psychiatric unit; or in mourning for a loved one; or even what it’s like to metamorphose into an animal – we have the plays for you…




  Multiplay Drama is a great way for plays with large casts to find even larger audiences. Commissioned by some of the most illustrious educational and youth groups in the country, and featuring playwrights whose work has been seen on the most celebrated of stages, these ten plays offer rigorous storytelling, unflinching explorations of contemporary issues, and a willingness to experiment with theatrical form and invest even the smallest of roles with significance and dignity. They are ideal for companies with a lot of performers looking for fresh, modern and dramatic stances on the world we live in today.




  John O’Donovan is Consultant Editor at Nick Hern Books.
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  An exciting new series of large-cast plays, specifically written to be performed by and appeal to older teenagers and young adults.




  

    

      	

        Blister


      



      	

        The Red Helicopter


      

    




    

      	

        Laura Lomas


      



      	

        Robin French


      

    




    

      	

        Blue


      



      	

        Skunk


      

    




    

      	

        Joe Ward Munrow


      



      	

        Zawe Ashton


      

    




    

      	

        katzenmusik


      



      	

        Spooky Action at a Distance


      

    




    

      	

        Tom Fowler


      



      	

        Eve Leigh


      

    




    

      	

        Landmines


      



      	

        THREE


      

    




    

      	

        Phil Davies


      



      	

        Sophie Ellerby


      

    




    

      	

        The Real Estate


      



      	

        VS09


      

    




    

      	

        Freddie Machin


      



      	

        Hayley Squires


      

    


  




  ‘Some of the freshest and most relevant theatre being made today is when dynamic next-generation playwrights collaborate with young companies and drama schools. Making these plays available will continue to bring them to life in new and exciting ways. A brilliant initiative.’ Sarah Frankcom, Artistic Director of Manchester’s Royal Exchange Theatre, and Director Designate of LAMDA




  www.multiplaydrama.co.uk




  





  




  THREE was first performed by the National Youth Theatre of Great Britain at the Arcola Theatre, London, on 20 July 2017. The cast was as follows:




  

    

      	

        ROCHELLE


      



      	

        Alice Vilanculo


      

    




    

      	

        JAZ


      



      	

        Courtney Spencer


      

    




    

      	

        TIA


      



      	

        Ikra Ali


      

    




    

      	

        DAN


      



      	

        Emanuel Vuso


      

    




    

      	

        JORDAN


      



      	

        Jordan Bangura


      

    




    

      	

        CHANEL


      



      	

        Dionne Brown


      

    




    

      	

        TIFFANY


      



      	

        TBC


      

    




    

      	

        COCO


      



      	

        Phoebe Sharon Makela


      

    




    

      	

        V


      



      	

        Saskia Reed


      

    




    

      	

        MICHAEL


      



      	

        Joshua Asaré


      

    




    

      	

        BOBBY


      



      	

        Stephen Teelan


      

    




    

      	

        ROSE BELINA


      



      	

        Abby Russell


      

    




    

      	

        KATE


      



      	

        Rachel Pooley


      

    




    

      	

        NIM


      



      	

        Sharnvir Sandel


      

    




    

      	

        HANI


      



      	

        Ali Ozen


      

    




    

      	

        POPPY


      



      	

        Angelina Will


      

    




    

      	

        AARON


      



      	

        Tudor Davies


      

    




    

      	

        TOMMY


      



      	

        Samuel Abraham


      

    




    

      	

        EDWARD


      



      	

        Akuzike-Malachi Mauluka


      

    




    

      	

        JOE


      



      	

        Aston McCauley


      

    




    

      	



      	

    




    

      	

        Director


      



      	

        Anna Niland


      

    




    

      	

        Assistant Director


      



      	

        Sam Hardie


      

    




    

      	



      	

    




    

      	

        Stage Manager


      



      	

        Sylvia Darkwa Ohemeng


      

    




    

      	

        LX and Sound Designer


      



      	

        John Castle


      

    




    

      	

        Designer


      



      	

        Kate Lane


      

    




    

      	

        Design Assistant


      



      	

        Jamie Simmons


      

    




    

      	

        Production Manager


      



      	

        Jack Greenyer


      

    




    

      	

        Composer


      



      	

        Roly Botha


      

    




    

      	

        Movement Director


      



      	

        Kane Husbands


      

    




    

      	

        Movement Assistant


      



      	

        Susannah Dye


      

    




    

      	

        Costume Supervisor


      



      	

        Isabelle Homer


      

    


  




  





  Characters




  The Family




  ROCHELLE, the eldest sister, twenty-seven. Responsible, seeks stability, hard worker, matriarch




  JAZ, the middle sister, twenty-one. Rebel without a cause, hot-headed, wild, hates responsibility




  TIA, the youngest sister, sixteen. Academically gifted, joyous, smiley, curious, shy, kind




  DAN, Rochelle’s partner, twenty-six. A policeman. Stiff, precise, ordered, well-meaning




  TIFFANY, the three sisters’ cousin, twenty-nine. Warm, friendly, bubbly, great cook, motherly




  JORDAN, the three sisters’ cousin, twenty-four. A football coach. Opinionated, outgoing, stubborn




  CHANEL, Jordan’s partner, twenty-three. Heavily pregnant, glam, wants the best for her new family




  Jaz’s Friends




  COCO, Jaz’s partner, twenty. A student. Wise, politically minded, intelligent, self-assured




  V, Coco’s flatmate, eighteen. A student. Stoner, activist, smart MICHAEL, a student, nineteen. Party animal, loud, vivacious, talks a lot




  BOBBY, Jaz’s ex, twenty. Quiet, skinny, socially awkward, shy, observer




  Rochelle’s Work




  ROSE BELINA, Rochelle’s boss, thirty-three. Un-PC, slight lisp, thinks she’s funny




  KATE, Rochelle’s best friend, twenty-five. Loud, life of the party, a yes person, bubbly




  NIM, Rochelle’s work colleague, twenty. Opinionated, strong moral compass




  HANI, Rochelle’s work colleague, nineteen. Awkward, obsessed with Rochelle




  Tia’s School




  POPPY, Tia’s best friend, sixteen. Bold, confident, self-assured, fun




  AARON, Tia’s new romance, sixteen. Cheeky, lazy, naughty boy, sweet




  TOMMY, student at school with Tia, fifteen. Shy, quiet, kind, caring




  EDWARD, student at school with Tia, sixteen. Intelligent, opinionated, loves maths




  The Policeman’s Son




  JOE, a son of a policeman, twenty-two. Admired his father




  Notes




  The story takes place over a week in-mid June at various locations across London; the sisters’ home, a charity call centre, a university shared house, a comprehensive school, the steps outside Scotland Yard, a bedroom in a council block of flats, and a park bench.




  / indicates when the next character starts speaking.




  





  TIA TURNS SIXTEEN




  Sunday evening. Mid-June, a hot summer. The backyard of a flat on a South London estate. There are balloons, bunting, and fairy lights. A plastic table has food on it, cheese-and-pineapple sticks, crisps, Party Rings, etc. Big speakers are set up, music plays summer R&B vibes. A few plastic garden chairs, some neglected plants, and a rusty barbecue with sausages cooking.




  DAN is poking the sausages and drinking a non-alcoholic beer. CHANEL is heavily pregnant, she sits with TIFFANY on the plastic chairs. BOBBY sits a little detached from everyone. POPPY is on her mobile, taking selfies and Snapchatting. JORDAN stands by DAN inspecting his barbecue skills. KATE is fairly licked, perusing the food table and shoving Monster Munch in her mouth. We enter mid-discussion…




  JORDAN. Nah nah nah that’s not what I’m saying.




  DAN. Well, that is what would happen.




  JORDAN. He’s only a kid. He’s probably not a terrorist!




  DAN. It’s not your job to make that / judgement.




  JORDAN. I’m not gonna report / him –




  DAN. How would you combat the situation then?




  KATE. Bomb the fuck out / of the bastards!




  JORDAN. I dunno it’s complicated.




  KATE. Oh don’t gimme that look!




  DAN. It is complicated / yeah.




  KATE. I was joking!




  DAN. We’re doing the best we can with the resources we have.




  KATE. Fucking hell. Tough crowd.




  JORDAN. Why did you wanna become a policeman, Dan?




  Beat.




  DAN. What has that got to do with it?




  JORDAN. Proving yourself as a model citizen, yeah?




  DAN. I wanted to help people. I still want / to help people.




  TIFFANY. How’s them sausages coming on?




  KATE. Eh Tiff, I’ve got a sausage…




  KATE makes the sound of a pig and pokes DAN with a fork, she finds this funny but no one else laughs.




  Here piggy piggy / piggy.




  TIFFANY. Kate.




  KATE. What?




  JORDAN. He wants to help people, / Chanel.




  CHANEL. That is sweet. That is really / sweet.




  DAN. I don’t make the laws. I just enforce / them.




  CHANEL. Urgh I need to wee AGAIN!




  TIFFANY. Oh / babe!




  JORDAN. Exactly! You don’t make the laws. None of us do. People like us don’t.




  TIFFANY. Mmm. Preach!




  CHANEL exits into the house. The music changes. POPPY calls to TIA, who is in the house.




  POPPY. Tia!! Our song!! Turn it up! / Turn it up!




  KATE. Yeah! Thought this was meana be a party? / Crank that shit right up!




  POPPY. Tia!!! Quick! Come, it’s our song!




  KATE eats a cheese and pineapple stick and starts to dance. ROCHELLE enters with a bottle of cava, puts it on the table.
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