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16LIVES Timeline





1845–51. The Great Hunger in Ireland. One million people die and over the next decades millions more emigrate.




 





1858, March 17. The Irish Republican Brotherhood, or Fenians, are formed with the express intention of overthrowing British rule in Ireland by whatever means necessary.




 





1867, February and March. Fenian Uprising.




 





1870, May. Home Rule movement founded by Isaac Butt, who had previously campaigned for amnesty for Fenian prisoners.




 





1879–81. The Land War. Violent agrarian agitation against English landlords.




 





1884, November 1. The Gaelic Athletic Association founded – immediately infiltrated by the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB).




 





1893, July 31. Gaelic League founded by Douglas Hyde and Eoin MacNeill. The Gaelic Revival, a period of Irish Nationalism, pride in the language, history, culture and sport.




 





1900, September. Cumann na nGaedheal (Irish Council) founded by Arthur Griffith.




 





1905–07. Cumann na nGaedheal, the Dungannon Clubs and the National Council are amalgamated to form Sinn Féin (We Ourselves).




 





1909, August. Countess Markievicz and Bulmer Hobson organise nationalist youths into Na Fianna Éireann (Warriors of Ireland) a kind of boy scout brigade. 




 





1912, April. Asquith introduces the Third Home Rule Bill to the British Parliament. Passed by the Commons and rejected by the Lords, the Bill would have to become law due to the Parliament Act. Home Rule expected to be introduced for Ireland by autumn 1914.




 





1913, January. Sir Edward Carson and James Craig set up Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) with the intention of defending Ulster against Home Rule.




 





1913. Jim Larkin, founder of the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union (ITGWU) calls for a workers’ strike for better pay and conditions.




 





1913, August 31. Jim Larkin speaks at a banned rally on Sackville (O’Connell) Street; Bloody Sunday.




 





1913, November 23. James Connolly, Jack White and Jim Larkin establish the Irish Citizen Army (ICA) in order to protect strikers.




 





1913, November 25. The Irish Volunteers are founded in Dublin to ‘secure the rights and liberties common to all the people of Ireland’.




 





1914, March 20. Resignations of British officers force British government not to use British Army to enforce Home Rule, an event known as the ‘Curragh Mutiny’.




 





1914, April 2. In Dublin, Agnes O’Farrelly, Mary MacSwiney, Countess Constance Markievicz and others establish Cumann na mBan as a women’s volunteer force dedicated to establishing Irish freedom and assisting the Irish Volunteers. 




 





1914, April 24. A shipment of 25,000 rifles and three million rounds of ammunition is landed at Larne for the UVF.




 





1914, July 26. Irish Volunteers unload a shipment of 900 rifles and 45,000 rounds of ammunition shipped from Germany aboard Erskine Childers’ yacht, the Asgard. British troops fire on crowd on Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin. Three citizens are killed.




 





1914, August 4. Britain declares war on Germany. Home Rule for Ireland shelved for the duration of the First World War.




 





1914, September 9. Meeting held at Gaelic League headquarters between IRB and other extreme republicans. Initial decision made to stage an uprising while Britain is at war.




 





1914, September. 170,000 leave the Volunteers and form the National Volunteers or Redmondites. Only 11,000 remain as the Irish Volunteers under Eoin Mac-Neill.




 





1915, May–September. Military Council of the IRB is formed.




 





1915, August 1. Pearse gives fiery oration at the funeral of Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa.




 





1916, January 19–22. James Connolly joins the IRB Military Council, thus ensuring that the ICA shall be involved in the Rising. Rising date confirmed for Easter.




 





1916, April 20, 4.15pm. The Aud arrives at Tralee Bay, laden with 20,000 German rifles for the Rising. Captain Karl Spindler waits in vain for a signal from shore. 




 





1916, April 21, 2.15am. Roger Casement and his two companions go ashore from U-19 and land on Banna Strand in Kerry. Casement is arrested at McKenna’s Fort.




 





6.30pm. The Aud is captured by the British navy and forced to sail towards Cork harbour.




 





1916, 22 April, 9.30am. The Aud is scuttled by her captain off Daunt Rock.




 





10pm. Eoin MacNeill as chief-of-staff of the Irish Volunteers issues the countermanding order in Dublin to try to stop the Rising.




 





1916, April 23, 9am, Easter Sunday. The Military Council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) meets to discuss the situation, since MacNeill has placed an advertisement in a Sunday newspaper halting all Volunteer operations. The Rising is put on hold for twenty-four hours. Hundreds of copies of The Proclamation of the Irish Republic are printed in Liberty Hall.




 





1916, April 24, 12 noon, Easter Monday. The Rising begins in Dublin.
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16LIVES - Series Introduction





This book is part of a series called 16 LIVES, conceived with the objective of recording for posterity the lives of the sixteen men who were executed after the 1916 Easter Rising. Who were these people and what drove them to commit themselves to violent revolution?


The rank and file as well as the leadership were all from diverse backgrounds. Some were privileged and some had no material wealth. Some were highly educated writers, poets or teachers and others had little formal schooling. Their common desire, to set Ireland on the road to national freedom, united them under the one banner of the army of the Irish Republic. They occupied key buildings in Dublin and around Ireland for one week before they were forced to surrender. The leaders were singled out for harsh treatment and all sixteen men were executed for their role in the Rising.


Meticulously researched yet written in an accessible fashion, the 16 LIVES biographies can be read as individual volumes but together they make a highly collectible series.




 





Lorcan Collins & Dr Ruán O’Donnell,


16 Lives Series Editors
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Chapter 1


• • • • •


1846–1898


The Corkcutter







… while tinmen’s shops, and noisy trunk-makers,


Knife-grinders, coopers, squeaking cork-cutters,


Fruit-barrows, and the hunger-giving cries


Of vegetable-vendors, fill the air.


‘London’s Summer Morning’, Mary Darby Robinson (1800)





In the mid-nineteenth century the corkcutting trade in Ireland was in the hands of a very small number of master craftsmen, one of whom was Richard O’Hanrahan of New Ross. Because of the bulky nature of cork, those who practised the trade of converting the bark of the Mediterranean tree into finished goods generally lived in a port; Richard, who was born in 1846 and grew up in one of Ireland’s major ports, Wexford, found in the late 1860s that he could make a living at the equally busy entrepôt of New Ross. New Ross at the time was home to about 5,000 people, many of whom were employed in connection with the vigorous trade that arrived at the town’s long stretch of quays. Ships – schooners under sail more often than steam-powered vessels – would arrive there with timber, coal, manures, lace, boots and other cargoes. They would depart with bacon, beer, felt, leather and the goods of smaller industries.1 And there too, the shipments of cork would arrive, typically from Portugal, and be delivered to Richard’s workshop.


One of the reasons for Richard’s move from Wexford – via a number of other brief addresses – to New Ross was that he felt under pressure from the British authorities. Earlier in the 1860s Richard had been sworn in as a member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, the secret organisation also known as the Fenians, which, under the influence of its main organiser, James Stephens, strove for an independent Irish republic and, indeed, a republic for the poor.2


With the main IRB leaders having been arrested in 1865, and with informers having a heavy presence in the movement, an effort to launch an uprising against British rule early in 1867 stalled badly. The IRB consequently suffered further from the capture and the execution of those involved in planning the rising. This, and the subsequent atmosphere of repression, may have provided the context for Richard’s departure from Wexford. In leaving home, he left a supportive family, including his brother, Watty O’Hanrahan, who had a large printing business in the town.3


Having survived the danger of arrest and having established a business in New Ross, by 1870 – although a youthful twenty-four and of modest means – Richard felt confident enough in his future to invite nineteen-year-old Mary Williams to come from Wexford and marry him. Mary was a sister of John Williams, the chief accountant in Cherry’s Brewery and it might well have been that Mary met Richard through the brewery’s employment of O’Hanrahan as a corkcutter.4


Living in one of a row of houses that made up St Mary’s Terrace (off South Street) and then in Barrack Lane, the young couple’s early efforts to start a family were met with tragedy when their first two babies, both called Richard, died at or near birth in March 1871 and March 1872 in New Ross.5 Their next attempt at having a child saw Mary travel home to Wexford in 1875 for the labour, and this time they were rewarded with the successful birth of the first of three sons: Henry (‘Harry’ to his family and friends). In 1877, Michael was delivered in New Ross, followed by Edward, also in New Ross, in 1879.6


Born on 16 January 1877, Michael O’Hanrahan was baptised in the old parish church, now St Michael’s Theatre, South Street. Two of Mary’s cousins acted as his godmother and godfather, suggesting that the closer relatives of the young family were not to hand. It is probable that their nearest family was still in Wexford, as that is where Mary went for support for the birth of Henry.7


A plaque dedicated to Michael’s memory on the Tholsel building in New Ross offers the highly symbolic date of 17 March as his birthday, and a number of publications and websites have made St Patrick’s Day Michael’s birthday ever since. But the evidence of the birth certificate supports the January date.8


The surname that Michael carried was inherited from the O’h-Anraghain dynasty of pre-Norman Irish lords: not necessarily by direct birthright, as the lower social orders of the land often took their surnames from their princes. The name appears in connection with aristocrats in Corcaraidhe (a territory in the county of Westmeath, later forming the barony of Corcaree) and O’h-Anraghain nobles also had a presence in a district in County Tipperary. In the 1659 poll-tax returns, the family name was most common in Limerick County and to a lesser extent, Tipperary and Sligo.9


In Michael’s day, the surname had been anglicised in three common forms: O’Hanraghan, O’Hanrahan and Hanrahan. As an adult, Michael preferred to use the Gaelic Ua hAnnracáin. Of those who bore the name in previous centuries, perhaps the most illustrious was Mulbrennan O’h-Anraghain (d. 1132), abbot of Clonfert. Another O’h-Anraghain of note was the priest Daniel O’Hanraghan, who as an elderly man was killed by English soldiers at Lislaughtin, County Kerry, on 6 April 1580.10


The young family’s departure from New Ross, c.1880, came about because Corcoran’s Mineral Water Factory in Carlow Town needed a corker on site to cut stoppers for products such as Corcoran’s red lemonade, seltzer water, soda water, aromatic ginger ale, ginger beer and champagne cider.11 Established in 1827 by Thomas Corcoran, the company had flourished to become one of Carlow’s major employers. As the job offered Richard a steady income, he acquired a house in the town and soon saved enough to set up on his own with Corcoran’s as his main customer. In 1881, the family moved to 90 and 91 Tullow Street, a house, shop and workshop on a major thoroughfare of Carlow Town. All along Tullow Street were represented the main trades of the era: butchers, tanners, shoemakers, ironmongers, timber makers, jewellers, glassworkers, painters and decorators, bakers, coach builders, dressmakers, drapers, blacksmiths, malters, grocers, dyers and printers.12 Number 90, where the O’Hanrahans lived, evidenced the progress of Richard’s career: it was made of stone with a sturdy roof and four windows facing the street. The house had five rooms, one of them the shop.13


At the time, the Carlow location was an effective one for serving businesses in Dublin. While the tolls on the Grand Canal that connected Carlow to Dublin were expensive, small bags of corks could be easily transported to the capital by horse and cart and – increasingly – by rail. The Great Southern and Western Railway’s line from Dublin to Kilkenny via Carlow was constructed between 1846 and 1850, while the Bagenalstown and Wexford Railway serving Borris was begun in 1855. Supplies of the bark that was his raw material could reach Richard’s new workshop easily enough via the River Barrow, which joined the Suir to reach the sea at Waterford, a city with a small corkcutting industry of its own.


Like the country as a whole, County Carlow was still suffering in the aftermath of the Great Famine of the 1840s. The population had dropped from 86,000 in 1841 to 52,000 in 1871, at which time the decline had still not stabilised. The ‘push’ factor of the famine years had been followed by a ‘pull’ factor as the generation of emigrants who had settled in the USA, Canada, Australia, etc., invited their relatives to follow them. In 1881, the population of County Carlow was down to 47,000 and in 1901 it was just 38,000, less than half of what it had been sixty years previously. Outside of the major cities, this trend, unfortunately, was more or less the same across Ireland. Carlow Town had suffered slightly less than the countryside, but even so, the urban population fell from 10,409 in 1841 to 6,513 in 1901.14


Once settled in Tullow Street, Mary had another baby, Richard (b. 1881), who died before his first birthday.15 Soon, however, three daughters joined the family. The 1901 census lists Anna (b. 1884), Mary (b. 1887) and Eillen (b. 1889). Mary would be known to all as Máire and Eillen as Eily. In addition, the O’Hanrahans had room to take on lodgers and in 1901, brothers Dominic and James Dillon, a carpenter and a wheeler, were also living in 90 Tullow Street.16


It is possible to discern two of the values that were highly thought of in the O’Hanrahan household. Education was clearly prized, with all of the children being able to compete for white-collar jobs. At the time of the 1901 census, Anna, aged seventeen, was a stationer, while Edward had won a place in the Post Office as a sorting clerk and telegraphist. Harry and Michael were practising the corkcutter’s trade, yet not only had they learned Irish by this time but they had also acquired precise and accurate literacy and numeracy skills. Harry and Michael – when not working full-time for revolution – would go on to work in insurance (Harry), and as a fundraiser, proofreader in Irish, journalist and novelist (Michael).


The other strong family value was republicanism. Not only was Richard a Fenian, but the family also kept alive the memory of a near relative who, at the age of seventeen, participated in the uprising of the United Irishmen, joining the noted leader Fr John Murphy in the battle of Oulart Hill on 27 May 1798 before returning to his home by the River Slaney months later.17 Richard’s rebel past seems to have been an important influence on his children, with Harry, Michael and Eily in particular playing a very committed role in the fight for Irish independence. During the Civil War, Harry and Eily took an anti-Treaty position, which seems to reflect the more plebeian republicanism of their father; it certainly went against the views of the IRB leadership of 1922, who backed the Treaty. More definite evidence for a strong belief in social justice in the O’Hanrahan household is the participation of Harry and Michael in the creation of Carlow’s Workingman’s Club.


Life at the O’Hanrahans’ in Tullow Street would have been completely coloured by the scents and sounds of corkcutting. This was a trade that was mainly concerned with the supply of corks for bottles and earthenware jars. The demand for new corks in Ireland was not for wine: people would keep their old corks for that purpose. Rather, it came from brewers to cap their beer bottles (until the invention of the crown cap) and from grocers and farmers for fruit, pickle and sauce jars, etc. Corks were also required for certain drinks, such as ginger beer and lemonade. Shoemakers, too, would sometimes work with cork insoles. Somewhat more specialised handcrafted corkcutting was needed to produce swimming aids, floats for fishing nets and discs for machines in the cut-glass industry. There was also a small demand for bath mats and components in hats and bustles.


Having collected their cargo of Mediterranean bark, Richard and the boys would take it to the back yard for burning. One of the important properties of cork is its fire resistance, which allows for the outside of the bark to be burned so that the cork shrinks, its pores close and it becomes fully waterproof without the flames consuming the whole. Turning the bark in the fire with a minimum of waste was the most skilled job of the corkcutter and was usually performed by the master, in this case Richard. By contrast, brushing off the ash was a filthy job given to the apprentices, i.e. the boys. The ash (along with all the small, unworkable pieces of cork) was saved for sale to dyers, being a valuable ingredient for the creation of pigments for dark colours. When the scorched outer layer of bark was cut off (some twenty-four hours after the burning process), a strip remained, which was cut into quarters, and from these were cut the finished products.


Cutting hundreds and hundreds of cork items was boring work, but there were advantages to practising this trade compared to some of the other work being carried out on Tullow Street. In winter, the O’Hanrahan house would have been warm as a result of the burning process. There was no seasonality to the demand for cork products, so the household income would be fairly steady the whole year round. Also, other than the characteristic squeaking sound of the knife working the cork, it was a relatively quiet trade, so the family could sit and converse while working.


The great problem the family had to face, however, was that in Ireland and elsewhere theirs was a trade in decline; or rather, the small home workshop was on its way to becoming extinct, being replaced by the factory. The peak years for the – always small – spread of the corkcutting industry were the 1860s, after which it became more centralised. Not only were inventions like the glass bottle stopper removing some of the demand for local corkcutters (and this would eventually affect the O’Hanrahan’s main customer, Corcoran’s), but machine processes were revolutionising the trade. As the Birmingham Daily Post noted in 1891, ‘a skillful corkcutter can produce from 1,500 to 2,000 corks a day, his only tools being two sharp knives with broad blades. Machines have been made which can cut 2,000 an hour.’18 Moreover, in 1894 Henry Avern and a member of the Barris family from Palafrugell in Spain built a factory in Silves, Portugal, that employed hundreds of corkcutters, in contrast to the industry average of workshops with just five workers.19 Giving the children other career options through education, then, was not only a worthy aspiration; it was a necessity. And over the long century from the birth of Henry in 1875 to the death of Máire in 1975, it has to be recognised that the shadow of poverty was a constant presence over the children of the corkcutter.


The boys of the O’Hanrahan household attended the local Christian Brothers School, at that time on College Street, near Carlow Cathedral.20 Here, their enthusiasm for the national cause would not have suffered at all; in all likelihood it was encouraged. Among the many students who attended the school and subsequently became involved in the national struggle was Padraig Mac Gamhna (Paddy Gaffney), a radical socialist republican to whom – coincidentally – a plaque is dedicated at number 92 Tullow Street, his former residence.


After attending the Christian Brothers School, Michael planned to take the examination for a place in the Civil Service. But on learning that all civil servants were required to take an oath of allegiance to the Queen, he abandoned that goal. According to Eily, he told Richard and Mary, ‘I will never earn or take a penny of English money.’ ‘His decision,’ she recalled, ‘was valiantly upheld by my parents.’21 After leaving school, Michael and Harry worked in their family business, while Edward – who did not object to its Imperial shortcomings – entered the Post Office. But their education was not complete, for all the children in the family set about the task of learning Irish, with the most passionate for the language being Michael.
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Chapter 2


• • • • •


1898


The Language Enthusiast





Although his determination not to train for a role in the Imperial administration demonstrates that Michael O’Hanrahan had a nationalist outlook from an early age, his first step towards being an organiser for the Easter Rising came with his joining the Gaelic League on 4 March 1898, at the age of twenty-one. There was no necessary connection, of course, between learning the Irish language and becoming a revolutionary, a point that the Gaelic League founders themselves made clear in the first issue of the Gaelic Journal in 1882. There, they made the observation (quoting an article in the London Times) that the artificial cultivation of the Irish language would create no obstacle to the political amalgamation of Ireland with the Empire.1 This was a declaration of innocent intent and non-confrontation by the relatively conservative editorial board. But their obsequious prediction was proven quite wrong. Many men and women developed a radical form of national politics after having first devoted their energies to saving the Irish language. As Patrick Pearse put it in 1914: ‘I think I am right in holding that the Volunteer movement has sprung out of the language movement. It is one of a large and thriving family of youngsters of whom, whether it own them or not (and it is chary enough about owning some of them), the Gaelic League is undoubtedly the parent. The League has become a highly respectable member of society: it sits in high places and has cultured leisure. But it will be recognised in history as the most revolutionary influence that has ever come into Ireland.’2


Michael O’Hanrahan was an early adherent of the Gaelic League, whose formal beginning was at a meeting initiated by the Church of Ireland Trinity scholar Douglas Hyde on 31 July 1893. Having joined within five years of its creation, O’Hanrahan was an unusual member of the Gaelic League in regard to his youth and his relatively modest social circumstances, and also in his being among the minority of language enthusiasts who were based outside of Dublin. The Gaelic League’s initial activity was very much focused on the capital.


There was very little support for the study of the Irish language unless from the Gaelic League and it took that organisation nearly a decade to begin funding regional teachers. For those without access to a teacher, the classic text to study was Fr Eugene O’Growney’s Simple Lessons in Irish, which was first published as a series in the Weekly Freeman and became widely available in Ireland after assembly in booklet form by MH Gill & Son in 1894. There were five books in the set, of increasing difficulty, and by 1903, 320,000 copies had been sold.3


Whether through O’Growney or other means, Michael and Harry attained a ‘considerable knowledge of Irish, through their own unaided efforts’.4 So successful was Michael in his efforts to master Irish that his proficiency qualified him to teach classes on behalf of the Gaelic League. Much of this study must have been at home and independently motivated, for when he joined the Gaelic League, there was no branch in Carlow. In 1917, republican priest Fr Michael O’Flanagan wrote a preface to one of Michael’s works at the request of the family. In it, he explained that Michael’s ‘knowledge of Irish was acquired entirely in Gaelic League classes and by private study. The earnestness with which he always gave himself up to the work at hand was here exemplified. He often remained up until two or three o’clock in the morning mastering his Irish grammar and text books.’5


The subject of the Irish language was one that had the power to stir Michael deeply and a description of him in his twenties was of ‘a placid, gentle, earnest young man in whom the writer’s gift was gradually developing, and who, speaking slowly and distinctly in debate, had always something to say that was worth hearing and remembering. It was only when some thoughtless or mischievous speaker belittled the Irish language and Irish history and Irish games, saying we could be very good Irishmen speaking English only and playing Soccer or Rugby, if only we had political freedom, it was only then that placidity and calmness deserted Micheál O hAnnracháin. His face became deadly pale and his voice trembled with the anger he tried to repress as he lashed the slavishness that would be content with such bogus independence.’ 6


From 1851, the Irish census figures included information about the Irish language, and from them, some idea of the challenge facing Michael O’Hanrahan and the Gaelic League becomes evident. The 1851 figures (perhaps under-reporting the use of Irish) show that 233 people in every 1,000 could speak Irish, but that use of the language was diminishing among the young. Among children under ten, only 11.4 percent of boys and 10.5 percent of girls could speak Irish. By 1891, the decline in the use of the language was evident in the fact that out of every 1,000 people, only 145 could speak Irish; moreover, the fact that only 3.1 percent of children under ten spoke the language pointed towards its near-extinction over the next generation.


These were welcome figures from the perspective of the British government, whose attitude was that expressed by English poet Edmund Spenser in the sixteenth century: ‘The speech being Irish, the heart must needs be Irish.’ In other words, the authorities viewed with suspicion those still using the language. Irish speakers were shut out of the legal system, whose documents were entirely in English. Indeed, even writing your name in Irish was to risk prosecution. In 1905, for example, Patrick Pearse went before three judges to defend Niall Mac Giolla Brighde of Creeslough in Donegal, who was taken to court for having his name in Irish only (and in Irish script) on his cart. Not only was it agreed that this was an offence, but a later case determined that writing the Irish form of names in Roman lettering was also a crime.7


In 1912, Cork Gaelic League organiser Peadar Ó hAnnracháin (no relation to Michael) was arrested for giving his name and address to the police in Irish. At the trial, Chairman J Woulfe Flanagan told Ó hAnnracháin that he was obliged, if he had an English name, to give it when asked by the police. When challenged, Woulfe Flanagan cited cases such as that of Mac Giolla Brighde. In reply, Ó hAnnracháin entertained the public gallery by saying that the law only applied to carts and vehicles, ‘and he was neither one or the other’. While Woulfe Flanagan wanted to convict Ó hAnnracháin, the two other – local – justices voted to drop the case.8


Such hostility by the authorities to the use of the Irish language played a part in politicising those who wished to speak and write it. And in the early years of the twentieth century, Michael O’Hanrahan kept company with hundreds of other men and women moving along a trajectory of involvement with the Gaelic League to support for Sinn Féin and then the Volunteers. This evolution of O’Hanrahan’s political thinking was reinforced through contact with the leading national figures of the movement, which took place soon after the inauguration of a Carlow branch of the Gaelic League.


It takes a certain kind of boldness in regard to a belief in the possibility of change, as well as a supportive milieu, to create lasting new organisations where none previously existed. The fact that O’Hanrahan and his friends founded the Carlow branch of the Gaelic League testifies to his political creativity and self-belief, as well as his passion for the language.


A minimum of seven members were required to create a branch of the Gaelic League, and on 4 March 1898 the organisation was launched in Carlow. A month later, Michael wrote a report to the national organisation, which was read to their weekly meeting.




Carlow Gaelic Class. The Irish Class formed in Carlow on March 4th, 1898 is going ahead very well. It is held temporarily in the Commercial Club, Dublin-street, but at the last meeting of the class a deputation was appointed to wait on the Rev J. Cullen, Adm. to request the use of the Institute. The three following new members were elected at last meeting, held on 24th March – Messrs. W. O’Neill, J. O’Neill, and Mr McMahon. The books used are Father O’Growney’s Simple Lessons, Part I. in which the members show good progress. The subscription has been fixed at 2d. per week. We are confident that a glorious future awaits the Irish language in Carlow … Six of our members subscribe to Fáinne an Lae – M. O h-Annracáin.9





The hoped-for rooms in the Institute, College Street, soon materialised (by 16 April 1898) and initially, classes met from 7.30pm to 9pm on Mondays and Thursdays, with Michael O’Hanrahan the organiser for those wishing to join.10 The flavour of those meetings survives thanks to a note by Tom Little, President of the Typographical Association: ‘I attended the Irish classes in the Institute on Sunday last, 19th February, 1899 and spent a very enjoyable two hours. There was a good attendance. Johney Kavanagh recited, “Michael Dwyer”, and “the Dialogue between the Welshman and the Irishman”, and then sang, “God Save Ireland”, in Irish. Harry O’Hanrahan sang “The Croppy Boy”, in English. Michael O’Hanrahan gave some readings and finished up the night by singing “The Memory of the Dead”, in Irish.’11


Fáinne an Lae (‘Dawning of the Day’), the newspaper that published Michael’s report of the founding meeting in Carlow, was a risky commercial venture by Brian Ó Dubhghaill (Bernard Doyle) of Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin. Son of a compositor who had been jailed for printing Fenian literature, Bernard invested in the manufacture of a hard movable type necessary for printing a newspaper in Irish script, and from its first number on 8 January 1898 Fáinne an Lae appeared as a semi-official voice of the Gaelic League. In Carlow, Michael O’Hanrahan was keen to develop support for the new journal, whose appearance might well have provided the impetus for his initiative in founding a branch.


In return, Michael’s practical and down-to-earth strategy for creating the Carlow branch of the Gaelic League might have contributed an important case study to the subsequent Fáinne an Lae editorial: ‘How to Start a Gaelic League’.




So many inquiries reach Fáinne an Lae from time to time asking how the writer should set about forming a Gaelic League, that it seems desirable to make a few remarks on this matter. These remarks must necessarily be of a very general character, but the earnest inquirer can easily ascertain for himself the necessary details by writing to two or three Gaelic Leagues that seem to be circumstanced like his own, and asking how they do things. He will find that he has friends everywhere willing to give him a hand if he is himself in earnest.


There are two methods of starting a Gaelic League. One is to call together a number of people of position and influence, taking special care to select persons who neither know nor care anything about the language, but are ready to make speeches on that or any other subject that may bring them a little notoriety. This is the great deadhead policy and is very useful for getting the names of the promoters of the meeting into the newspapers. As a Gaelic League built upon such a foundation of sand is pretty sure to crumble away in a few months at most, no great harm is done unless, perhaps, there are a few earnest people in the locality who wish to found a genuine Gaelic League and find their efforts discounted by the failure of the big show. The other and commonsense method is for two or three genuine lovers of the language to come together and, if possible, to induce a few other real workers, or, at least, real sympathisers, to join them. There then is a Gaelic League already formed without speechifying, regulations, promotion money, or any of the thousand-and-one bits of red tape with which it is so easy to strangle real endeavour. Later on, perhaps, when the membership increases it may be necessary to make some rules, to fix subscriptions or to appoint officers among whom the growing volume of work can be divided. But, in the beginning, it is more profitable to do some work than to formulate rules which at best are of no value unless to keep troublesome members in order.12





The Gaelic League was a very heterodox organisation with a membership that ran across all social strata, involving both men and women, young and old. But having made this observation, it can also be demonstrated that the appeal of the Irish language movement, while broad, had its biases. Between 1893 and 1910, 85 percent of the members and 90 percent of the executive of the Gaelic League were male; the mean age of the membership was 32.6 years; and from 1894–99 there were no semi-skilled or unskilled members, with only 5 percent being from the lower middle class, i.e. skilled artisans, clerks, junior civil servants, teachers, shop assistants, etc.13 Many people of this last milieu were to become involved in advanced nationalism in Ireland in its various forms, and (in alliance with a small section of the working class) it was overwhelmingly this stratum of Irish society that provided the fighters for the Easter Rising.


Because of the high profile of well-to-do leaders of the Gaelic League – such as the Trinity College academic Douglas Hyde – and because it did not have a strong following among the lowest strata of Irish society, the Gaelic League could be portrayed by contemporaries as a movement of the elite. Thus, from Sean O’Casey: ‘These respectable, white-collared, trim-suited Gaelic Leaguers, snug in their selected branches, living rosily in Whitehall, Drumcondra, Rathgar, Donnybrook, and all the other nicer habitations of the city.’14 And sometimes the Gaelic League itself had representatives who furthered such a view. When, in 1901, Mary Butler wrote a piece for the Gaelic League, ‘Women’s Role in Sustaining Gaelic Culture’, she revealed how the perspective of some of those in the movement was unconsciously orientated towards the wealthy when she urged members to ‘employ Irish-speaking servants whenever possible’.15


The first Carlow branch of the Gaelic League was younger and more plebeian than was typical for the organisation, and may indeed have been the first artisan-based branch in the country. For it was not until November 1900 that the Ard Craobh [Central Branch] of the Gaelic League wrote to encourage Trades Councils to become involved in the movement. There was subsequently some success among the trades, with, for example, the Metropolitan Housepainters Union forming a branch in 1900 and Dublin printers creating a branch in 1901. In 1910, the radical trade union of the unskilled, the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union (ITGWU), had a contingent on the annual procession in support of the Irish language. It did so again in 1911, when (controversially) the syndicalist revolutionary and leader of the ITGWU, Jim Larkin, spoke on an official platform.16


In setting up the branch, Michael and Harry O’Hanrahan went to ‘the Commercial Young Men of Carlow’.17 An examination of the census shows that the Gaelic League in Carlow arose from the interest in the Irish language among the young men of a few trades. The professions that can be identified in regard to the other regular members of Carlow’s Gaelic League branch c.1898 are: James Breen (34), printer and compositor;18 John Doyle (37), accountant, wool merchant and victualler;19 William Ellis (27), printer and compositor; 20 Thomas White (31), gardener;21 John Conlan (36), journalist;22 and Thomas Lillis (34), national teacher.23 In all probability the branch had women members too, to judge from the fact that the three O’Hanrahan sisters all had Irish by 1901 and by 1904 a Mrs Whyte was on the committee. In 1911, Mary O’Hanrahan, writing as Máire Ní hAnnracáin, had a prize-winning essay in Irish published in the radical nationalist newspaper Irish Freedom.24


Although only twenty-one and by far the youngest of his peers, Michael was elected by them as secretary of the Carlow Gaelic League, in which capacity he soon entered into the life of the national organisation and encountered other people on the same journey towards revolution as himself, most notably Patrick Pearse.25 Having launched the Gaelic League in Carlow and arranged its language classes, the following month Michael O’Hanrahan undertook the first of many journeys to Dublin to meet other officers of the Gaelic League. At a well-attended assembly of the Ard Craobh in Dublin, on Friday 8 April 1898, in the rooms of 24 Upper O’Connell Street, Michael met Patrick Pearse, who was in the chair. And if the young man up from the country was reluctant to come forward, his natural quietness of manner did not prevent Michael from rendering a version of ‘Eibhlín a Rúin’ in the singing that followed the meeting’s business.26 Like very many branches of the Gaelic League, attendance at the Carlow branch rose and fell sharply. Just two months after the foundation of the branch, Michael found it necessary to attempt to galvanise interest in its activities through a letter to The Nationalist and Leinster Times.





OEBPS/a002_3_online.jpg





OEBPS/a002_2_online.jpg





OEBPS/9781847178053_cover_epub.jpg
CHAEL OHANRRRAN

o
A o \ 5 01:'

Y as.

*Conor Kastick | | £

A

#e






OEBPS/a010_1_online.jpg
@ REBELPOSITIONS.
REBEL HELD AREAS
BRITISH CORDON OF TROOPS

CABRA ROAD

St Brendal
Hospital

Collins
Barracks

Mendicity
Insttution

Kilmainham,
Gaol O

it
Barracks

oS/

ANAL Portobello.
GRAND _ CANAL Portobel

o
Cumlengiat
Bamacks 1o Rathmines

MALAHIDE RD

ooy

Station

o
Beggars
Bush

rracks

@
o 3wanos M

Ballsbridge

ToDiny|
Laoghaire






OEBPS/a00i_1_online.png





OEBPS/title_image_1_online.png
16LL0

Conor Kostick

a
D

THE O’BRIEN PRESS
DDDDDD





OEBPS/a002_1_online.jpg





