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JANUARY 1ST



1870: On this date, the Leeds Express carried a report of an entertainment for the inmates of the Leeds workhouse and Industrial School, which was held on Thursday December 29th last. The report stated that: ‘Through the kindness of Councillor and Mrs Whiting, the dining hall of the workhouse was filled with about 400 adults and 300 children. After a magnificent meal of roast beef and plum pudding, the son of Mr Whiting made his appearance in the guise of a veritable Father Christmas. Under his genial influence, three well imitated snow balls of immense size were transformed into baskets laden with toys for the children. This was a pleasing surprise to the young people of the workhouse and industrial school, every one of whom obtained a gift from so unexpected a source. The drum and fife band of the school performed a number of airs during the evening, which were very pleasing. Several members of the Leeds Board of Guardians including Mr Middleton (the chairman), Mr Ingram (the vice chair), Mr W.H. Conyers and others, were also present at the festivities. Mr Middleton gave thanks to Councillor and Mrs Whiting and to the master and matron of the workhouse, for their efforts in providing such a welcome treat’. (Leeds Express)





JANUARY 2ND



1872: The Leeds Mercury reported on an exhibition, by Mr Hardy Gillard, at the Leeds Music Hall. The show contained a panorama of the United States, on which the Mercury wrote, ‘It differs greatly from similar entertainments as the object is of an educational character and the display is so well arranged and so new and faithful in details, that it is highly interesting as well as instructive. It opens the country from New York to the Golden Gate, taking the track of the Trans-Continental Railroad. In a series of carefully painted views, the spectator has placed before him a tolerably vivid view of the many topographical features of the country and of its industrial resources.’ The report agrees with the descriptions furnished in such works as Mr Rae’s Westward by Rail and the displays are ‘supplemented, not only by a judicious lecture, but with a bird’s eye view of the whole journey. The view itself measures 40ft by 8ft and supplies at a glance a splendid geographical representation of the country and of its railroads’. Mr Gillard stated that the performance would continue for the following two weeks before the panorama continued on at Wakefield. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 3RD



1855: A short distance from Leeds Central Station, a serious accident occurred involving a Great Northern Railway train. A passenger carriage was thrown from a viaduct where it landed, 27ft below, onto a goods wagon. The accident was caused by some irregularities on the points, which threw the forward part of the train off the line. It was recorded that Robert Hall Esq., the Recorder of Doncaster and Deputy Recorder of Leeds, sustained serious injuries of the most extensive and dangerous nature. At the same time other passengers were injured, though, incredibly, not seriously. The carriage in which Mr Hall was seated was, unfortunately, the one which had been thrown over the viaduct. The carriage itself had been a complete wreck – the roof, sides, and ends being broken into splinters, and scattered in all directions, Mr Hall’s injuries included a wound to the scalp, and severe bruising of the head. He also sustained fractures to the right arm, right thigh, left leg, and left forearm. The doctor who treated Mr Hall stated that ‘he was lucky to have survived the accident’. At the York Assizes on July 21st, Mr Hall recovered £4,500 damages from the company. (Leeds Times)





JANUARY 4TH



1872: Printed in Fraser’s Magazine was a criticism of a person at the Leeds parish church. An unnamed character, who regularly reported on his travels, stated that ‘There is little time today to do more than hasten through crowded streets to see the outside of the parish church. I found the outer door open and penetrating into a vestry, where a very churlish person was turning over some music. A little door beyond him entered the church; and half a minute would have sufficed for him to open it and afford a glimpse of the interior. But the churlish person, in answer to a civil request, stated that it was not his business to show the church; and then went on turning over his music. On asked whether he was forbidden to show the church, he sulkily replied “yes”. Of course there was nothing to do but retreat. If the statement was true, which I am bound to believe, the authorities of the parish church at Leeds may be esteemed as what some people call “a caution”. Urging the authorities of the church to “deal” with this rogue summarily, in order that a better welcome is afforded to the traveller’. (Fraser’s Magazine)





JANUARY 5TH



1870: It was reported in the Leeds Mercury, that the teachers of the Baptist Sunday School on York Road had invited the school’s old scholars to tea: ‘Upwards of 600 persons from the town and surrounding villages responded to the invitation. The schoolroom was specially decorated for the occasion, having in the centre a banner which stated in large characters:


A HEARTY WELCOME TO OLD SCHOLARS


After tea, half an hour was allowed for conversation and the shaking of hands, which was seen to be “long and continuous”. Old faces that had not seen each other for fifteen, and in some cases upwards of twenty years, were brought together all around the room. There were even a few present who had been admitted as scholars the first morning the school was opened in 1843. After several speeches, Mr John Purchon, one of the founders of the school and one of the first superintendents, gave a few kind words of advice. He stated that “he was delighted to see some of his old pupils; and urged them always to remember the teachings of the school”. This brought the meeting, one of the most interesting and longest to be remembered in the school room, to a close’. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 6TH



1850: A man named Charles Culley and three young girls who had stolen for him, were brought into court. A custom house official stated that as he was walking down Duncan Street, he saw the three female prisoners standing in a court. One had a bundle under her arm, but on seeing him, dropped it and ran away, along with the other two girls. The bundle was found to contain eleven woollen mufflers which had been stolen. A detective found the girls in Culley’s house on Hudson Street, and when the house was searched, other stolen goods were found. The oldest girl told him that the old man encouraged them to steal and to bring the goods to him in order to sell them on. One of the girls was only eight years of age yet, despite her young age, had been before the bench on seven different occasions and discharged because of her extreme youth. Her aunt, and a father of one of the other girls, told the court that the children were harboured in Culley’s house and they could not be kept at home. The magistrate remarked that they were, no doubt, under the training of the old fellow and decided that the best thing to do was to send the whole of them to trial. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 7TH



1866: A fatal accident occurred at the building site of the new infirmary, Leeds, which was, at the time, in the process of being erected. Six men were engaged in turning two arches in the portion of the building known as the Angle Tower, which was situated at the south-west corner. Three labourers arrived at the top almost simultaneously, and threw their loads of bricks heavily on to one of the centrepieces – it unexpectedly gave way, and threw four of the men to the bottom, a distance of about 20ft. The four men were found to be so severely injured that they were transported, at once, to the old infirmary, where they were promptly attended to by the surgeon, Mr Dale. One of the men, Bartholomew McGrail, was found to have received an acute fracture to the skull and was in the most dangerous condition. Another man named Peter Dean, had an abrasion on his chest and a broken leg. The third injured party, William Greetham, had received a scalp wound and contusions to various parts of his body. The fourth man, John Jackson, was treated for minor injuries and was able to return home. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 8TH



1854: The family of Mr Longbottom of Hunslet were involved in a most extraordinary and mysterious occurrence. It appears that Longbottom’s son, Thomas, had married on the previous Christmas Day. On the night of January 7th, the newlywed couple retired to bed about eleven o’clock, apparently on most friendly terms. The next morning, about seven o’clock, looking out of his window Mr Longbottom saw his daughter-in-law laid on the stone landing outside of the house, in a state of insensibility and in her nightdress, evidently having fallen from the chamber window which had been open. A search then began for the son, who was ultimately found drowned in the River Aire; also in his nightdress. When the wife had recovered sufficiently to give evidence before the coroner's jury, she stated that she could not remember how the accident had happened; that her memory was a complete blank from retiring to rest on the Saturday night the 7th of January, to Thursday morning following, when consciousness returned. It was later reported that the father of the same young man committed suicide on the night of May 30th 1859, by throwing himself down the shaft of his own pit at Hunslet. (Leeds Times)





JANUARY 9TH



1860: A Mr Radcliffe, the medical officer of health, brought to the attention of the Leeds Board of Guardians the alarming state of the workhouse. He stated that each week the workhouse became more and more overcrowded, and, as a consequence, was in a very unhealthy state. He told the guardians that, at that present time, there were 104 inmates and two dead bodies in the house. Of these, thirty-forty inmates were ill and, because of the overcrowding, there were one or two deaths daily. He urgently impressed upon the board the completion of the new workhouse as quickly as possible. Mr Thompson, the chair to the guardians, confirmed the statement, after which several on the board expressed their regret that they had not known this before – as they had only that day made orders for more persons to be admitted. Mr Thompson stated that it was quite clear that no more persons could now be admitted to the old workhouse. He then read the report of the building committee to the other members of the board, which stated that it was fully expected for the new workhouse to be completed around spring of that year. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 10TH



1814: It was on this day that Leeds heard about the death of Mr Joseph Linsley, who, for more than thirty-four years, had been the master of the Leeds workhouse. It was said that he ‘fulfilled that important though often unthankful office with infinite credit to himself and advantage to the town’. The benevolent, yet economical, guardian of the poor was often visited by the philanthropic Mr Howard, who wrote as follows: ‘The poor of Leeds are well fed, and taken care of; indeed they, and the people at large, are happy in having a worthy and very honest man for the master of the workhouse, a Mr Linsley, who was formerly a manufacturer in the town. His temper and disposition, as well as those of his wife, seem peculiarly adapted to their charge; mildness and attention to the complaints of the meanest, joined with the firmness of manner, gain the respect of the respect of those who are placed under their care. I am at the same time convinced, by his open manner in showing me the books, that he transacts the business of the town with rectitude and economy’. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 11TH



1856: The mayor convened a preliminary meeting today, for a group of local gentlemen – who later became known as the Nightingale Fund – with the view to commemorate, with a testimonial, the devoted, patriotic and laudable services of Miss Florence Nightingale, in the Eastern War. The mayor took the chair of the meeting, which was held at the Town Hall, to decide what course of proceedings to adopt with regards to the character of the testimonial. It was finally agreed that a committee would be formed in order to establish the variety of testimonial the people of Leeds would like to send to Miss Nightingale – as well as public subscriptions to be open at banks, and other public places, for the people of the town. One of the Aldermen, Mr Gott, stated that, ‘The public minds were full of the heroism of Miss Nightingale and that the citizens of Leeds would be anxious as to show their appreciation’. A discussion then took place as to whether a public meeting should be called, but it was agreed that no point would be served and that the committee would decide what form the testimonial should take. (Leeds Express)





JANUARY 12TH



1832: On the evening of this date, there was a performance by the celebrated Paganini at the Leeds Music Hall. A reporter from the Leeds Mercury attended the concert and described the evening. He stated that Paganini delighted his audience and it was later said that ‘there was something unearthly about him… his face is on the whole agreeable, and his smile indicative of a great good nature’. The report stated that: ‘We do not feel ourselves competent to speak of what may be termed as his miracles; we can admire his delightful harmonies, his cadences, his extraordinary dexterity, the more than musical sound of his fiddle. He can make it squeak and squall, and laugh and cry, and nearly speak. He can express mirth and sorrow, tragedy, comedy or farce. His performances were hailed with unbounded applause, but he declined to obey the cries of “encore”.’ Messrs Sykes & Son, who had brought the maestro Paganini’s performance before the Leeds audiences, liberally donated £50 of the proceeds to the Leeds Poor Fund. At the end of the performance it was announced that the Great Signor himself, in a very magnificent gesture, had also gave twenty guineas to the same object. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 13TH



1825: It was reported that an explosion had occurred at Middleton Colliery, near Leeds, at about 7 o’clock in the morning on this date. A bang as loud as a cannon was heard for miles around. Nearly all of the men who were working in the area of the explosion were killed, apart from a lucky few who were taken to the infirmary at approximately 2 a.m., but they were unable to give an account of the explosion themselves. It was thought that foul air collected in a space where the men were working, causing it to catch fire and explode. Upon investigation it was suggested that some of the men who were killed had neglected to cover the naked flame of their lamps and more injury was claimed by something called ‘black damp’. There were ten men in a distant part of the pit who, although they had felt the effects of the shock, received no further injury apart from being knocked down by the violence of the explosion. It is thought that the number of men to have been killed was twenty-four, including a young boy only five years of age. The newspaper urged that a subscription be started in the neighbourhood, in order to alleviate the distress of the families from their losses. (Leeds Intelligencer)





JANUARY 14TH



1844: A man named George Nicholls of Pottery Field – who was taken into custody the previous week charged with having married three wives – was brought into court on this morning. The three women, who at the time of their marriage to Nicholls had all been widows, were also in court. The first wife, then Miss Sarah Illingworth, married Nicholls at Manchester parish church in the year 1830. They lived together as man and wife for only three months, at the end of which she left him, suffering from three broken ribs, and did not reside with him again. His second wife, Miss Elizabeth Brown, he married at Leeds parish church in July 1837. He lived with her for a month before leaving her; she had suspected at the time that he had another wife. They agreed to live together again at Churwell near Leeds, but they were not together long before she had him bound over to keep the peace. The third wife, Miss Sarah Holroyd, Nicholls married on July 31st the year before. The two previous wives had made acquaintance with each other in the past, and, meeting him on Leeds Bridge, they gave him into custody before finding out that a third wife had been involved. He was sent for trial at the next assizes, where he was sentenced to be transported for seven years. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 15TH



1844: The state of the local streets was discussed in today’s Leeds Mercury, which reported that: ‘Since the thaw of the present week, the deep covering of black mud rendered the streets all but impassable. The quantity of ash from the engine furnaces used in repairing the roads, harmonize with the clouds of smoke from the chimneys of the same furnaces. This pours into the loaded atmosphere making a trial for the lungs as well as the tempers of its inhabitants’. The reporter requested that ‘something be done to make the roads more passable’. (Leeds Mercury)


[image: image]


1873: During the destruction of some old buildings at Bramley, near Leeds, a curiosity in the shape of a ‘witch’s box’ was found secreted on the top of an oaken beam in one of the buildings’ roof. It was stated that the box was in a good state of preservation, neatly lined, and contained a rusty nail wrapped in a cotton wick and about half a dozen pins in an upright position, for the use of the witch. Behind the door of the house was nailed an old horse shoe, which was formerly considered to be a charm against witches. (Leeds Express)





JANUARY 16TH



1879: On this date, the Leeds Mercury gave an account of a new machine which was able to manufacture boots automatically. The reporter stated that: ‘There was yesterday a practical exhibition at the works of Messrs Pearson and Co., Chadwick Street, Leeds, of an improved patent sole-sewing machine. The chief object of the patentee has been to simplify the machinery, and he has succeeded in reducing the number of pieces in some cases to the extent of 50%, whilst he claims at the same time to increase its effective and productive power’. A technical description of the machine was given, before continuing: ‘The result is a machine, which because of its simplicity, is easily mastered and will attach soles to as many as 600 to 800 pairs of boots per day. The machine will do the work of several men and is worked by foot or steam power. It can be used to attach soles to the lightest shoe or to the thick shooting boot and we are assured that as a result the soles are in every respect as strong as hand sewn shoes. We can only say that the machine patented by Messrs Pearson and Co. can accomplish in a day what may take experienced workmen many weeks’. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 17TH



1855: Elizabeth Snowden, an incorrigible young thief, was brought before the court, aged only eleven years, under the charge that on the previous weekend she had stolen a pair of women’s boots from the shop of Mr Timothy Longbottom, at the Central Market in Leeds. The juvenile, whose head did not reach to the rails of the dock, was in custody the previous week charged with a felony. The bench, in order to avoid sending her to prison, kept her a day or two in a cell in the lock-up. On the same morning of her release she committed the theft of a pair of slippers from the same shop belonging to Mr Longbottom; when she foolishly returned back to the shop in the afternoon she was recognised, and a watch was kept on her. Mrs Longbottom stopped her as she left the shop and found the pair of boots hidden under her pinafore. She was given into custody once more and brought into the court. The magistrates told her that they could not deal with her so lightly on this occasion and sent her to the Wakefield House of Correction for three months. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 18TH



1839: Joseph Elliott, a machine maker, in the employ of Messrs MacLean and March of Leeds, was brought before the magistrates and charged with assaulting his wife. The parties had only been married a few weeks, and yet it had been reported that frequent disagreements had occurred between them. The substance of the charge was that the defendant had struck his wife on several occasions, which she claimed were without any cause whatsoever. The defendant admitted the latest assault, but pleaded justification on the grounds of his wife’s disobedience. He said that he had requested her to accompany him home from the public house, which she refused to do. He consequently knocked her down in the street, and he asked the magistrates ‘what less any husband could have done?’ The Bench assured him that his conduct was extremely disgraceful, and ordered him to find a surety of £20, and he was ordered to keep the peace for six months. The magistrates informed him that he was to be kept locked up until these arrangements could be arranged. (Leeds Times)





JANUARY 19TH



1678: On this night, a man named Leonard Scurr was murdered, along with his whole family. It seems that he was a colliery owner who had filled the office of Minister of Beeston Chapel during the time of Cromwell. Scurr had collected a considerable sum of money to take to London for the purpose of trade, a fact that soon became known to some of the neighbours. The previous night, two ruffians named Holroyd and Littlewood, with some other persons, entered his house at the hour of eleven o’clock and murdered Mr Scurr, his aged mother and a servant girl – who they beheaded at the instigation of a woman of the party. They then stripped the house and set fire to it.


The party then fled to Ireland where the woman was identified, whilst wearing some apparel belonging to the elderly Mrs Scurr. They were arrested and brought to take their trial at the Lammas Assize at York. Holroyd was hung in chains on Holbeck Moor before a crowd of 30,000 people. The woman was released and Littlewood was reprieved, in the hope that he would confess, but to the consternation of the police authorities, he disappeared. (Robinson, P., Leeds Old and New, Leeds, Wakefield, S.R. Publishers Ltd, 1972)





JANUARY 20TH



1840: At the Barracks Tavern, an inquest of a suicide was held concerning the body of Edward Heslop, who was twenty-three years of age. Heslop had been found suspended by the neck from a beam in the cellar of an unfinished house in Sheepscar Road. It appeared from the evidence of his uncle, Mr Edward Calvert of Prussia Street, Lady Lane, that the deceased had been a tanner and for many years had worked as a journeyman tanner in York. Mr Heslop left York and had travelled to Leeds, where he had been living with his uncle. Mr Calvert told the inquest that his nephew had told him his reasons for leaving York were ‘because the woman with whom he had lodged, had bewitched him and told him that he would hang himself’. He had left his uncles house about 7 p.m. that night, seemingly in a good state of health. However, even though every enquiry had been made, no intelligence had been received of him until he was found as described above. The sum of 14s 3d was found in his pockets, together with an excellent silver watch. A verdict was given of suicide through temporary insanity. (Northern Star)





JANUARY 21ST



1826: During the industrial depression, the people of Leeds suffered hardships within the town. It was on this day, January 21st 1826, that an account of a generous donation to alleviate this hardship was recorded. In December of the previous year, in a letter to the editor of the Leeds Independent, a man had anonymously offered to donate £100. The previous week, two gentlemen had called upon the editor asking for the name of the generous donor, who was found to be William Hirst, a cloth manufacturer. Several gentlemen were sent about the town to report back on conditions, which ‘they concurred in representing the sufferings of the poor as heart rending, and as calling for the most immediate interposition of benevolence. It gives us great pleasure to add, that they concur in two other things more agreeable, the readiness of everyone to afford relief according to his power, and the general disposition shewn on the part of the poor, not to avail themselves of the generosity offered, unless compelled by absolute necessity, but rather pointing out to visitors, neighbours who are greater sufferers than themselves. The reports having been received, from which it appeared that upwards of £1,000 had already been collected, farther measures were adopted for carrying into effect the immediate relief called for’. (Leeds Independent)





JANUARY 22ND



1865: A skating accident of a melancholy nature occurred on the evening of this date, resulting in the loss of two young lives. It was reported that the frost had been quite severe for the previous two or three days. Throughout the course of the day of the accident, a large number of people ventured upon the ice at Mr Coopers pond, in the grounds of Gledhow Hall. Early in the afternoon, the number had increased to about 130 people, but when dusk descended, only a small number remained. The ice had been thin in some places and even broken in some parts, but still most of the pond had been skated over. A young medical student, named Broughton, was skating on the ice and pushing a chair on which Miss Bulmer, the daughter of a surgeon of Leeds, was seated. Suddenly there was a loud crack and the ice gave way – the two of them were instantly deposited into the freezing water. Two gentlemen hastened to their assistance – unfortunately Miss Bulmer, along with one of her rescuers, a man named Mr Smith, died. Mr Broughton’s life was saved, having being successfully rescued by his brother. (Leeds Express)





JANUARY 23RD



1643: Sir Thomas Fairfax, a Parliamentarian, stormed and seized the town of Leeds, which, at the time, was held for the King. An extract from Fairfax’s diary states that: ‘On Monday being 23rd January, I marched from Bradford with six troops of horse and three companies of dragoons and almost 1,000 musketeers and 2,000 clubmen…where we marched to Woodhouse Moor…I dispatched Sir William Savile with a written requirement for the town to be delivered to me for Parliament, to which Sir William disdainfully answered immediately and said he was not used to give answer to such frivolous demands’. Sir Thomas Fairfax, reportedly incensed by this remark, rode at the front of his troops, and the town of Leeds was stormed most furiously. Although not a vast number of men were killed that day, he wrote that, ‘there was not above forty slain whereof ten or twelve on our side and the rest on theirs. Sergeant Major Beaumont, in his flight, endeavoured to cross the river and was lost by being drowned therein. Sir William Savile, their General in his flight also crossing the same river, hardly escaped the same fate’. (Robinson, P., Leeds Old and New, Leeds, Wakefield, S.R. Publishers Ltd, 1972)





JANUARY 24TH



1786: An extract from a letter from York was printed in The Times, which stated that: ‘On Friday sennight, about six in the evening, as Thomas Wilson, a barber of Selby was returning from Leeds, a person on horseback overtook him about half a mile from Peckfield turnpike gate, upon which they entered into a conversation with each other for some time. When Wilson turned off the North Road to come to Selby, the person demanded his money. Wilson told him that he had none, and wanted to move forward, when the person took the thick end of a large whip and knocked him off his horse. Wilson, not liking such treatment, gave him what he had, which was only eighteen pence. Not satisfied with this, the robber dismounted and examined the outside of Wilson’s breeches and waistcoat pockets, and a basket he had behind him. Finding nothing to his purpose, he took Wilson’s hand whip, and with great imprecations at so small a booty, rode off towards Ferrybridge. He was described as a middle sized man, had straight hair, had on a brown coat, but no great coat, and rode a bay horse’. After being informed of the robbery, the police authorities proceeded to make enquiries regarding the crime. (The Times)





JANUARY 25TH



1846: A caution was issued to persons throwing orange peel onto the causeway, in the Leeds Mercury. It seems that a Mr Fox had slipped on some peel and had broken his leg, resulting in such an acute compound fracture that it was rendered necessary for an amputation below the knee. The report read as follows: ‘For some days his life was despaired of, but by skilful medical treatment, he is now considered to be quite out of danger. Although still confined to his room, it is expected that even under the most favourable circumstances, he will be unable to leave his house for several weeks to come. His sufferings for some time after the accident were very great and it is about two months since the accident occurred. This instance of the thoughtless practice of throwing orange peel on footpaths is a proof of what serious injuries may be caused by it. The penalties to which parties expose themselves, and the dangers to which they subject others, were made the subject of remarks by the Mayor last Saturday. He cautioned the inhabitants of the town to use more care when eating in the street and to dispose of such rubbish with more care’. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 26TH



1875: An article on a fancy dress ball, which had been held at the Albert Hall in Leeds, was published today. Arrangements for the ball had been in progress for several weeks prior to ‘the society event of the year’. Although, due to the exclusivity of the guest list – only the elite of social society – the number of people in attendance only reached 300. ‘For once the somber evening costumes of gentlemen were exchanged for a grandeur which vied with accustomed gaiety of feminine fashion. The ladies themselves also gave a much wider range than usual in their tastes and fancy in attire. The costumes were made up of subjects that were historical, allegorical and dramatic. Gallant courtiers from the court of King Charles II were seen indulging in mild flirtation with a simple shepherdess. Mephistopheles was seen dancing with fair Ophelia and Mary Queen of Scots with a Spanish matador. There were representatives of French cook, a Hungarian Hussar, a Grecian woman as well as Hindu’s, a Chinaman, courtly cavaliers mixed with jesters, kings and brigands. Most of the dresses were made by professional costumiers and the music for the ball was played by a band of the Queen’s Royals’. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 27TH



1831: On this day the Telegraph Coach, which ran between Leeds and Newcastle, met with a fatal end. The coach was descending the hill at Harewood Bank, at a swift pace, when the pole chain broke, and the vehicle overturned with a tremendous crash. It was reported that ‘the coachman, Mr James Walls, was so much hurt that he died in a short time. Mr Trees of Scaro Mill, Ripley, was also so severely injured that he now lies at Mr Sturdy’s at Harewood, in a state of suffering which precludes all hope of recovery. William Roughead, the guard, is also dangerously ill as his spine is incurably injured. Several of the other passengers have contusions, but not so seriously as to prevent them from proceeding with their journey in a post chaise. We fear that neglect was the cause of this catastrophe. The Telegraph is noted as a safe and steady conveyance, but on the present occasion the wheels were not locked and the descent of the hill was so rapid as to alarm the outside passengers. One of them is said to have leaped from the coach but we are told received no damage’. (Leeds Intelligencer)





JANUARY 28TH



1875: Today’s newspapers carried the story of a theft of old newspapers from the Central Station at Leeds. Yesterday, a 12-year-old boy, James Jackson, was brought into court charged with stealing 312 papers, which had been returned unsold. PC Herbert saw the boy carrying on his head a bundle of newspapers and, following him, saw him take them to Mr Newby’s fishmonger on Boar Lane, where he heard the prisoner offer the newspapers for sale. When questioned, the boy at first said that he had bought them legitimately, but then admitted that he had stolen them. A member of the railway police, Detective Officer Wokes of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company, said that he saw the prisoner take them from the ground near Smith's bookstall at the station, but not suspecting he was stealing them, did not apprehend him. The newspapers were returned from towns all over Yorkshire, which included Bradford, Huddersfield, Wakefield and Doncaster. ‘During the last few weeks a large number of these old newspapers have been stolen from the above station, but the thieves have up to the present time, with this one exception, escaped detection. The magistrates remanded the boy until Friday in order that enquiries might be made into his previous character.’ (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 29TH



1934: A bold scheme of rent rebates was announced by the housing section of the Leeds Corporation. This scheme was designed in an attempt to adjust the rents of municipal tenants. The Observer stated that: ‘There is every prospect that the scheme that will be passed by the city council and the outcome will be watched by other local authorities. The Greenwood Act expressly empowers the charging of different rents to different tenants, and twenty-one towns had set aside part of their subsidy from which small abatements are allowed to families whose income falls short of a specific scale. Families in municipal housing can live rent and rate free if their total income falls below the following standard:













	

Man and wife




	

19s









	

Children under 10




	

4s









	

Children 10 – 13




	

5s 6d









	

Children 14 and over




	

8s










The first 5s of earnings is not to be taken into account. Few towns have even considered the possibility of grading rents on houses built before the 1930 Act. But if the Leeds experiment works well it will almost certainly be followed by others and a new phase in housing history will have begun’. (The Observer)





JANUARY 30TH



1839: It was announced in the local newspapers about the great disappointment that had been felt in Leeds by the non arrival of the London letter bags. It was feared that some alarming accident had occurred on the railway to cause the delay – as it turned out the mischief was of another description. The mail guard of the London and Manchester Railway had sent the bags for the Manchester and Yorkshire area by a branch rail to Preston by mistake. It was in Preston that the error was discovered and the mail coach was delayed for a considerable time, in order to wait for the bags to be re-directed from Preston, before starting out to Yorkshire. After waiting for almost two hours, the mail coach was allowed to leave – without the letter bags – and the post office authorities had to forward them by the night mail coach, which normally arrived in Leeds at two o’clock in the morning. In this instance, owing to the immense weight of newspapers, they did not arrive until four o’clock. It has been reported that due to the many complaints the Post Office received about the delay, the guard was dismissed for his carelessness. (Leeds Mercury)





JANUARY 31ST



1826: It was reported that the dead body of a Leeds man had been found at Newcastle, which had been sent from Leeds to a Mr Simpson of Edinburgh. The body was identified to be that of a Mr Thomas Daniels, who had been interred at St Johns churchyard. Mr Daniels’ son immediately went to Newcastle, where he recognised the body of his deceased parent. The clerk of the telegraph office recognised Mr George Cox of Leeds, the son of a broker and a box maker, to be the gentleman who had delivered the package. He was consequently apprehended, though he pleaded that a stranger, who had lodged a short time at his father’s house, was the real culprit. The man had employed him to make the box, and requested that he took it to the coach office. The label giving the address to which the package was to be sent was already attached to the box, and he swore that he did not know the contents of the box. Despite his protestations, he was found guilty of body stealing at the sessions and sentenced to six months imprisonment at York Castle. (Thornton, D., Leeds: The Story of a City, Ayr, Fort, 2002)





FEBRUARY 1ST



1845: At the Leeds Court House, a butcher residing in the neighbourhood of St Ann’s Street, Leeds was brought before the mayor, charged with wilfully wasting the Water Company’s water. The running water was spotted by an Irishman named Doyle, who saw a stream of clear water flowing along a channel which he suspected had come from one of the taps of the Water Works Company. He followed the stream of water to a tap near to Mr Fisher’s shop. There was a bucket under the tap, and when he enquired who the bucket belonged to Mr Fisher told him that it was his. Doyle remonstrated with him about letting the water run away and Fisher told him to mind his own business and that he paid for the water. Doyle repeated this information at the Water Office; he reiterated to one of the officers that Fisher had left the bucket under the water tap, whilst he had been busy serving a customer with a pound of meat. A neighbour – who lives near to the tap – corroborated the story, stating that it was not the first time that it had happened. The mayor concluded that a waste of water had taken place and fined Mr Fisher £1 and charged him costs of 10s. (Leeds Times)
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